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June 8, 1982

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Please accept my sincere and appreciativ
for your kind letter and for sending copies c. cuc
President's remarks at the National Day of Prayer
Ceremony and his proposal relative to voluntary
prayer in public schools.

With prayerful best wishes, I am

Sincerelv in Christ.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 10, 1982

Mr. Grc =2r J. Rees, III
Assista : Professor

University of Texas Law School
Austin, Texas 78705

Dear Rocky:

Now that the Congress is considering the proposed
Voluntary School Prayer Amendment the President has propose
I want > take the time to thank you for your immense help
to us.

You did the initial research for the } ayer amendment
working group composed of ¢ :y Bauer and me. You briefed
various Administration policy makers on the constitutional
law aspects of this question.

You drafted for us the amendment which, with hardly
any significant change, was subsequently sent by the
President to the Congress. You drafted questions and answe
about the proposed amendment which were adopted virtually
in their entirety by the Whi 2 House.  Thus your analysis
was the basic information printed for distribution at the
Rose Garden event May 6, as the President announced his
intention to propose this a :ndment.

As the amendment worked its way hrough our White Hotu
decision making process, you made yourself constantly
available for our repeated g 2stions on egal and policy
implications of the proposal.

Few historians of our era may trouble themselves
with the origin of President Reagan's initiative on
behalf of voluntary school prayer. Many of us whom you.
helped, however, will always remember with gratitude and
admiration the central role you played in this historic

Cordially,

Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to
tt President



























THZ WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 15, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE
THRU: DIANA LOZANO

77
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL J%///

I would appreciate your forwarding the attached memo and
attachments to the Attorney General via Fred Fielding.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 15, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLI. 1 FRENCH SMITH

THRU: FRED FIELDING

THRU: ELIZABETH H. DOLE

FROM: MORTON C. BL.ACKWELL?/‘ﬂ!4
SUBJECT: Voluntary School Prayer Issue

You are no doubt aware of the problems we are having in the
social issue area with activists who worked for the Preside =
in 1980 and whom we hope will be active in 1982.

In September we routinely forwarded to your Department

a letter to the President from the then National Commander
of the nerican Legion. The topic was voluntary school
prayer.

After bouncing for months from office to office, this letter
was returned to me. It still has not been answered.

In the absence of a serious response, I have typed the
attached draft, which is facetious but honest.

Would you please look into this matter and have an appropr: te
draft prepared?






so often in the campaign.

Unfortunately, the people I appointed to policy positions

my administration are opposed to any congressional move to
limit the jurisdiction of the Federal courts on this or any
other controversial social issue on which I ran. The tru

is that my administration has no plans or intention to draw up

plans to legalize voluntary school prayer.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

DECEMBER 14, 1981
TO: OFFICE OF MA' GEMENT AND BUDGET

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF I OMING:
ID: 037308
MEDIA: LETT , DATED AUGUST 24, 1981
TO: PRES ENT REAGAN

FROM:  MR. MICHAEL J. KOGUTEK
NATI AL POMMANDER
THE AMERICAN LEGION
1608 K STREET, NW
WASHINGTON DC 20006

SUBJECT: SUPPt TS RESTORING PRAYER TO THE NATION'S
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
JDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPON. NCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

o



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Washington, D.C. 20530
Assistant Attorney General

11/25/81

Sa Kelley -~

There are two issues involved in
this request: l)merits of school
prayer and 2)constitutionality of
restricting court jurisdiction over
this and/or other social issues.

At this time, there are a number
of bills in Congress (H.R. 72, H.R.
408, H.R. 865, H.R. 989, H.R. 1335,
H.R. 2347, H.R. 4756, S. 1742, S.481)
and I am enclosing a print-out on
the status of these bills. The DOJ
has 1l)not been asked to comment on
any of these by either Congress or
OMB and 2) we do not have a position
on any of these.

Sorry we cannot be more helpful
but the ball on this one is in W.H./
OMB's court.

Ann Collins

cc: Edna McCullough, JMD
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NATIONAL COMMANDER

August 24, 1981

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Recogn ing your long term support for restoring prayer to the nation
public schools, The American Legion takes this opportunity to encourage your
leadership in accomplishing that goal. This organization has itself been ac-
tively involved in pramoting school prayer since the Supreme Court decisions
of the early 1960's.

As you aow, numerous legislative measures have been introduced tt -
year promoting a variety of solutions. We look forward to working with you
toward the best possible solution to this continuously vexing problem.

Sincerely,

‘7/[4&%@5/ 54‘77*%

Michael J. Kogutek
National Commander











