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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

DATE: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

RE.MARKS REQUIRED: 

.MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1983 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY f t,/JJ 

National Rifle Association (NRA} presentation 
of commemorative firearm to the President. 

Presentation in honor of the President's 
May 6, 1983 visit and address to the NRA Annual 
Meeting and to highlight the NRA's nationwide 
voter registration effort. 

The key words in the President's May 6, 1983 
speech to the NRA "never. disarm" have been 
adopted as the slogan for the NRA voter 
registration drive. These words will be 
inscribed on the commemorative firearm. The 
NRA current membership totals 2.7 million. 
Two publications "American Rifleman" and 
"American Hunter-'-' -reach a t--otal of 2. 7 million 
households monthly . 

..... -
A photograph of the commemorative firearm with 
the inscription "President Ronald Reagan Never 
Disarm" will be the frorit cover of both · 
publications. 

Preparation of the commemorative firearm takes 
three months, and work will not commence until 
the presentation is scheduled. 

Mid-January 1984 

10 minutes 

Oval Office 

Representatives of NRA 

President greets representatives, accepts 
commemorative, expresses appreciation. 

Talking points 

White House Photo Pool 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

Morton Blackwell 



' . 

The President 
The Whi te House 
1 600 Pe nns ylvania 
V. :.:1 shingt.on, D.C. 

NATIONAL HIFLE ASSOC IATION OF AMERICA 

11' ~T ITUTE FOH LEGl =iLJ\TJVE ACTION 

Avenu':, 
2 0500 

](;(10 H11 u 1> 1:: J,; 1. A ,-;1, /\v1.,-;n-: , N.\V. 

W ASl! l'.':GTOK D . C. 20(l3fi 

s~ptP..;i:L>er 14, 1983 

N.i-1. 

D~~r Mr. President: 

The National Rifle .~s sociati on of / .,~1 ·~r1 cr1 , by .'...~·:1: 1.'1.l ;; ;-- ;• .: :i£r . .:1 -:> n ·-1.~h 
Cc-1 t Inr:! u.stri':s .:rnd Bioi1chi L'-a ':. li·:: rY ~-1< :3 .. ,o uld l i~;~ t:, ,-; : :. ::: .:o. ~t :.- .,u .;1', !1 a 
c r,::;mc!:n 0rative f1 1·,::c1nn t o h0r:.or y0ur 1· r, ,: . 11 t vLiiL ;;.nJ • 1.J; ·c:.i..; ; :fore l !.'! ·r< A 
An:1Ual ~eetings in Pho~ni x, Arizona. n.e NRA c or....zi tt •:!2 wo:- .-:1. ng on this 
project bas unanimously decided that this is the mos t a;:ipropr:.~t e 1.:0.y to 
C!X?r':'!sS our deep than l:s and .,:ar-m r ~:e1i n~s for yo :.1r c _,nti nu~d s J;. ·· '"'r-t en 
Cc.1stitutional mat te r s .that are ve.ry c l o:;e to us. 

I • •• -

The designated cor...:n~..:norative firearm is a master ha nd engrav~d and 
~ bellished Colt Gold Cup Mark IV comp-et. 1 tion..fireai;-m, finisb~d in royal blue 
st~el with gold accents, with a walnut checker-~d - st ock in a S i,r~d al 
pre .sent:Jtion case. Tbe .s~t will include a unique CL:.sto:n cra f t!:>d t ~n leath<2r 
holster a~d belt designed and ex~cuted by Mr. John Bianchi , the N3tion 's 
fore:n ost designer of CU3tom gunl eather, Detailed drawings are sch~dul ed for 
completion within twc we-=ks, with a delivery to take pl a ce within a ~ ~nt h. 

Th!=! commemorative firearm s hall be p:-esented to you at t.h~ location of ._ .
your choice. 

This presentation is of sp--..cial significance given th~ f .-1ct t. ,:it it rill 
rn&.rk the kickoff of t he !iRA' s nation...,ide voter r ~gistra :.ioo eff .,:>rt. ;..·n :. le 
api)rox1. i:,at. ely 90 to 95 ~,c:rc<: ot. 0f NRA• 3 r,~:,nb•:: r.s are rc5 i:1 , ere d, al l :; .. :·v~y!3 
s how that the;--e a ~-':? h 'J i1tlr 0: ds and thc,us ;:uds of g un o·.m ';rs arou nd the c:::" .:1try 
w:·10 ha ve not yet r egi st e:1·ed to vote. Tt~se :x,tential voter-.s could c-==cide 
n • . .,:e rou.s l:' !Y Senate r :i •.: r~3 ,iext fall. Kr, y t·;".·get. e d st 3t•:?s for t he ~ RA 
s p::>rt:; mcn r~gi s t ra tion · .. ~fcrt 1-nc-ludr;: H:. .: L~ __;;rn, Ne;.; York, I1lir,-:-is, fl o rid3, 
Te x:is, :; orth Carolin 2 , Min nf~sot a, Ne H :~; xi. co, Ohio, N-c'r<' f:am ps hire and nu:r (;;-0us 
other stal eJ. Th~ f ocal p0int oft~~ ~Rh v ··ter regis ':-r~t ion c a~paig~ will be 
t he;; s loi:;an "nevi;: r dis a:--m " which direct l y 1· ,L: ':- es to t --:~ presentaticn of U ~"? 
pr-es idential c o:u;r, -~or,1t i \'e firearm . In your speech at t!:le ,; RA conventi on ~n 
Pl-;oenix, .kriz ::m a, th': k~ y word3 :..ere " n,;·.-er disann." Th~.3e -..ords _,,.11 1 be 

-1 ed rewinentl on the side of the ;:w~.:;id':!otial CC'.'.timcmorati ve firearm. 
A photogrz.ph of the fic ~a rm will be on th-:! cover of' the knerican Rifleman and 
the m r can unter rc ,w n ng 1 nto app,·ox:1 £n:3t P. ly 2. 7 million American 
households. 

- 1 
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After the p;'es ~ntat1on, ~RA ~111 annou nce its nati on~ide voter 
r e c; :. stration effort a110:1g s por t smen k~yed on t he sl c £a n " n e ;er disa n:i, 
r ~g1ster to vo t e, yi::-ur gun riehts d~pprJd on it." Th":' ca;;.'. ~~ ig:1 will be 
orchestrated through hundreds o:: thousa:-Jds o!' fi r .,ar z s de a l e: :--s dur i ng hur.ti ng 
sea son and throu,;hout the follo-..·ing months. We will target appro x'!.!:iat~ly 20 
k~ y sta t es using mail i nbs, broc h u:-- P.s , c:1r dt,oa r d s tdn:::s , s p :-w t s ::w :1~ cl ubs ~:1d 
ra dio spots. NRA will utilize the t otal r e: sources of the or ganiza t i on in this 
cam pa i gn in c lud i ng th~ fif! l d staff a r-oun.d the coun t ry. I o tbose .·states \ii t h 
postcard regist r ation such as Texas, t he pot ential is e xt r ~~~ly h t sh for 
re3i stering 100,000 additional spor~s~ en. 

' 
Io the same way t h~ presidential co:nJJ PT0rat i ve pr ·:?3 e nt.a t.~ c,n ~""!. l l s :,--,·e to 

initia t e t he vot er reg i s t ration program, t he voter re£'t s tr-ation pr·0 cr-am \t i ll 
s~rve to launch the NRA's 1984 PAC effort .;h i ch we a ntic i pa t e beir: i; t r.e ;:,0st 
massive in the history of the organization. There is not ancther orgJn! : a tion 
with as much immediate potential to r e z;ist. er pro-adr:i ini::; tr-ation vc : ers ,:.s t :-.at 
of the NRA and American gun 0,mers. Th':! ~- '= Y to la unc h:.:1g tl~e eot tr"! ~r ..:-c,; ~·.-,m 
is the presentation of the Colt Cc,;;.me:norati ve to you as soon as ~~::ssible. fie 
would t,e honored by your Administration' s acceptance of this propos al. 

Sinccr ~ly, 

~ "'.:: 

Wayne L', Pterre 
Direc tor 
GL~v i:: r rn ·: ntal Affairs Di vi s i on 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

DATE: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 1, 1983 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

National Rifle Association (NRA) presentation of 
commemorative plaque to the President. 

Presentation in honor of the President's May 6, 1983 
visit and address to the NRA Annual Meeting and to 
highlight the NRA's nationwide voter registration 
effort. 

The key words in the Pres f dent's May 6, 1983 speech • 
to the NRA "never disarm" have been adopted as the 
slogan for the NRA voter registration drive. These 
words will be inscribed on the commemorative plaque. 
The NRA current membership totals 2.7 million. Two 
publications, "American Rifleman" and "American Hunter," 
reach those 2.7 million households monthly. 

A photograph of the commemorative plaque with the 
inscription "President Ronald Reagan Never Disarm" 
will be on the front cover of both publications. 

Mid-January 1984 

10 Minutes 

Oval Office 

Representatives of the NRA 

President greets representatives, accepts commemorative, 
expresses appreciation. 

Talking Points 

White House Photo Pool 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

Morton C. Blackwell 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 3, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

JACK COURTEMANCHE 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

UPDATED SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

Attached please find the updated schedule proposal for the presentation 
of a commemorative plaque to the President by the National Rifle Association. 

The commemorative plaque replaces the commemorative firearm that the 
NRA had originally proposed. 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 25,1983 

FAITH WHITTLESEY 

Jack Courtemanche 

Morton C. Blackwell"~ 

The National Rifle Association 

Per the request of Jack Courtemanche, I spoke to 
Wayne La Pierre of the National Rifle Association about the 
rejected request for NRA to present a rifle to the President. 

/ I suggested we should try again with a proposal to 
/ present a plaque to the President. He said they would 
' consider it and get back to me. He left me with the 

impression that they hoped Senator Laxalt could intervene 
with the President in behalf of the original proposal. 

MCB: jet 

j() - ;..5- -t3 
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