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NATIONAL THANKSGIVING COMMISSION

National Day of Prayer
May 6th Reconfirmed

Our newly re-emerging, though very ancient National Day of Prayer,
is a real national '"act of love' starting in 1775, Because of interest
from many national organizations, we are glad to say that it has just
been reconfirmed this year for the traditional '"first Thursday in May'',
May 6, 1982,

Your advance planning may want to take special note of this important
new date on the American religious scene. Restored last year by
President Reaganto its historic Spring dateas itwas ancientlyobserved
by many colonies and by the Continental Congress throughout the
Revolution, the National Day of Prayer was perceived by many national
organizations as a natural expression of the American tradition of all
faiths uniting in reverence for the Divine and respect between God's
people everywhere,

These attached materials may help in announcements or events:

(1) History of the National Day of Prayer, ""With United
Hearts''; (2) An example of a Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish,
Christian and Islamic committee planning.a community
celebration that all Americans can celebrate together,

(3) Summary of History.

In 1981 organizations observed our common prayer day in many different
ways: (1) Formal statement by national denomination; (2) Governors or

Mayors event and proclamation; (3) Event in church, school, or service

club; (4) Newsletter or publicity release.

Each of us canbe a keytothe revival of this ancient and sacred tradition,
obscured for 150 years, now strongly re-emerging for us to enjoy in
common. It will help others if you can send the attached card with your
special ideas and needs.

Sincerely,

NATIONAL THANKSGL¥

te r Stewart

f # President

»
”. 4

P.O.BOX 1777 e DALLAS,TEXAS 75221 e AREA CODE 214 651-1777
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NATIONAL THANKSGIVING COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 9, 1982

MR. JOSEPH HOLMES
DIRECTOR

WHITE HOUSE TV, FILM, RADIO SERVICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, D, C., 20500

CONFIRMING REQUEST VIDEOTAPE OF PRESIDENT SIGNING
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY 11:45
PER BARBARA WHEELER,

N{s?TI.

%L THANKSGI VING COMMISSION

/PETER STEWART
PRESIDENT
1625 ONE DALLAS CENTRE
DALLAS, TEXAS 75201

Gerald R. Ford, Honorary President
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, Honorary Vice President

P.O.BOX 1777 ¢ DALLAS.TEXAS 75221 e AREACODE 214 651-1777



HISTORICAL MATERIAL FOR 1982

. National Day of Prayer on May 6, 1982, the 'first Thursday in May'" as
regularly observed during the Revolution,

America's first National Day of Prayer was proclaimed a year before the
founding of our nation itself - as prayer frequently precedes great actions.
While days of prayer were common with the native Americans and early
colonists, and the First Continental Congress '""opened the business with prayer!
on its first day in 1774, yet this Proclamation to the people of all the coionies
in June of 1775 declared the nation's dependence on God a year before our
Declaration of Independence from a foreign power,

Consistently through the Revolution one or more National Days of Prayer
were designated each year by the Continental Congress, but after James Madison
the practice fell into disuse.

Not until the menacing shadow of Civil War cast its pall over the nation, was
a Presidential Proclamation of Prayer issued again, asking God to avert the
coming conflict. This was not to be, but several Prayer and Thanksgiving
Proclamations were issued by President Lincoln during the Civil War.

Just 30 years ago in 1952, a Joint Resolution of Congress requested the
President to issue a Prayer Proclamation each year and eight Presidents since
then have annually recommended a Day of Prayer to the nation, resuming the
traditional cycle started by the Continental Congress, of a Day of Prayer in
the spring and a Day of Thanksgiving in the fall,

In 1981, President Reagan restored the historic "first Thursday in May' as

the day for Americans to celebrate together the National Day of Prayer.

PS: pc
1/11/82
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NATIONAL THANKSGIVING COMMISSION

National Day of Prayer
May 6th Reconfirmed
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Mayors event and proclamation; (3) Event in church, school, or service

club; (4) Newsletter or publicity release,

Each of us canbe akeytothe revival of this ancient and sacred tradition,
obscured for 150 years, now strongly re-emerging for us to enjoy in
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#SPresident

P.O.BOX 1777 e DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 e AREA CODE 214 651-1777



DRAFT

National Day of Prayer
Signing Ceremony
February 12, 1982 11:45 a,m.

National Day of Prayer is oldest proclamation starting with Continental
Congress (1775) a year before the Declaration of Independence, but
abandoned for many years until Congress revived 30 years ago in 1952
asking the President to proclaim each year. However, only last year
President Reagan designated the traditional "first Thursday in May!"

so national institutions cancountona regular day each year to celebrate.

TALKING POINTS

1. Americans of all the great world religions can agree
on the need for prayer and celebrate this day together.

2, Conflict in the name of religion over the world can be
moderated by the mutual respect between religions that
this ancient American custom gives us.

Read special message:
"World Treasury
of Prayer and Thanksgiving"

3. We can set an example here that the world is crying for.

PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES

President with 5 Americans of 5 great world religions shows
that people of reverence can celebrate together a National Day
of Prayer. (Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu
representatives with President)

PS: pc
2/8/82






EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

GENERAL COUNSEL January 20, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MICHAEL J. HOROWITZ H{/{

COUNSEL TO THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, 1982

Enclosed is a proposed proclamation for the annual National
Day of Prayer.

The draft proclamation was prepared in this office based
on material furnished by the Chaplains of the Senate and
the House of Representatives.

Leaders of the various religious faiths are in agreement
that the annual Day of Prayer should be observed on the
first Thursday in May. They also urge that the proclamation
be issued in February so as to permit wide distribution in
religious publications.

Issuance of the proposed proclamation is based upon a

joint resolution of the Congress approved April 17, 1952
(36 U.S.C. 185; 66 Stat. 64) which calls upon the President
to set aside a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday,
as a National Day of Prayer.

The proposed prbclamation has the approval of the Director

of the Office of Management and Budget.

Enclosure

COPY FOR MR. MORTON BLACKWELL - WHITE HOUSE OFFICE



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, 1982

—— T — " el —— - T — o~ . ———

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

America's first National Day of Prayer was proclaimed
a year before the founding of our Nation itself. Prayer
frequently precedes great actions.

Days of Prayer were common with the native Americans
and early colonists, and the First Continental Congress
"opened the business with prayer"” on its first day in 1774.
That Congress also issued the first proclamation of a Day of
Prayer to the people of the colonies in June of 1775,
declaring the Nation's dependence on God a year before our
Declaration of Independence from a foreign power.

Consistently through the Revolution one or more National
Days of Prayer were designated each year by the Continental
Congress or the Congress of the United States, but after
James Madison the practice fell into disuse. Not'until the
menacing threat of civil war cast its shadow over the Nation
was a Presidential Proclamation of Prayer issued again,
asking God to avert the coming conflict. This was not to
be, but several Prayer and Thanksgiving Proclamations were
issued by President Lincoln during the Civil War.

Just 30 years ago, a Joint Resolution of the Congress
requested the President to "set aside and proclaim a suit-
able day each year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day
of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn

to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups, and



NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
May 6, 1982, National Day of Prayer. On that day I ask all
who believe to join with me in giving thanks to Almighty God
for the blessings He has bestowed on this land and the
protection He affords us as a people. Let us as a Nation
join together before God, fully aware of the trials that lie
ahead and the need, yes, the necessity, for divine guidance.
With unshakable faith in God and the liberty which is our
heritage, we as a fiee Nation will surely survive and
prosper.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of , in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and sixth.



RICHARD C. HALVERSON, LL.D.
CH2PLAIN

Alnifed Diafes Denafe

OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN

ROOM 220, RUSSELL OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

October 30, 1981

Mr. William M. Nichols

General Counsel

Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office Building - Room 464
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Nichols:

Thank you for your help in the 1981 National Day of Paryer restoring
the historic "first Thursday in May" date which as a result gained
so strongly in recognition and significance. The assurance of the
date many months ahead of time was one of the chief reasons why the
doubling of national visibility was possible.

In anticipation of 1982, several organizations desire the assurance
of this same traditional "first Thursday in May " to be set for 1982

so it can be scheduled into national programs long range.

We would be grateful if Thursday, May 6 could be secured as the Nation-
al Day of Prayer so these national bodies can go to work.

It would be very helpful if the Proclamation itself could be available
about March 5, 1982.

Enclosed is historical information which may be of help for the 1982
National Day of Prayer Proclamation and its special significance.

Yours very turly,

. e
/€224L45,4L4,52/ a ﬁ&%ng
Richard C. Halverson
Chaplain, United States Senate

e

Jges D. Ford
aplain, United States
House of Representatives

Enclosure
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