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COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION FOR 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER~ · 

Rev. Claude G. Pilcc. Coordinator 

The Hon. Herb Ellingwood 
1120 Vermont Ave. N. W. 
Suite 826 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Ellingwood: 

April 18, 1983 

"with united hearts._" 
The Flrat Day 
All America 

Prayed T ogelher 

Mrs. Bright sent me a sample packet of the promotional 
materials your committee has distributed for the National Day 
of Prayer and we are indeed grateful for the wonderful effort 
you are putting forth. 

Enclosed is copy of a letter we received from a broadcaster 
in Taiwan who wants to attend National Day of Prayer cerem
onies in Washington, D. C. May 5. 

Would it be possible for your committee to send this man an 
invitation and, in recognition of his commendable interest in 
travelling that far, to involve him in some of the activities 
in Washington on that day? 

.. 
Claude 

cc: Mrs. Bright 
Morton Blackwell 
Stewart McLaurin 
John Gimanez 

Box 50444 F St. Sea. .• Washington. D.C. 20004 

~ ~ ._., ~ ~ 

~~~ 

.... . 
(Western Office) Box 203. O m mn C irv. Ore. 9704'i 



REV. DR. JOHNY. HWANG 

PRESIDENT 

@hina @J,,rislian @<9llege 
109 ROOSEVELT RD. SEC. 2, TAIPEI, TAIWAN, CHINA 

PHONE: 321-7521, 351-1786 

April 11, 1983 

Rev. Claude G. Pike~ Coordinator 
National Day of Prayer 
(Western Office) Box 203, 
Oregon City, Ore. 97045 
U.S. A. 

Dear Rev. Pike: 

I was invited this year Jan. 30 to Feb. 2 to attend 
the National Reliqious Broadcasters Convention held 
in Washington, D. ·c. I was alse presented a plaque 
by the NRB Convention for engaging in broadcasting 
business for 31 years. It was during the NRB Con
vention that I received the brochure introducing the 
1983 National Day of Prayer. 

I would like to come and observe the National Day of 
Prayer, and would like to participate in a National 
Committee meeting to promote the Day of Prayer in 
Washington, D. C. I would like to receive more de
tailed information concerning the National Day of 
Prayer. Would you kindly send me some? 

Your prompt reply will be greatly appreciated. 

May God bless all your work in 1983! 

Your brother in Christ, 

-------, ¼ -?-- , I / -;· / / .' • . 
- ~ • ....___., J ,,,,,l.... '-'I,,/ ''- .-

John Y. Hw~ 
t_/ -

JH/gc 
/ 
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"PREPARE NOW TO OBSERVE 
THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN YOUR COMMUNITY THIS YEAR. 

For more information and promotional materials to assist your organization in preparing for observance of the National Day of Prayer, we urge you to coma 
the National Day of Prayer Committet:, Rev . Claude Pike, Coordinator, at the address below: 
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,,f~t~h NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
~r }l-;:J • f: AS PROCLAIMED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE Ul\lTED STATES OF AMERICA 
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Please return to: Rev. Claude Pike. Coordinamr, National Prayer Committee (Western Office) Box 203, Oregon Ciry, Ore . 97045 
• I 

Taiwan Address: 4F., 109 Roosevelt Rd. Sec. 2 
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C~-

f A. ~<t/-?4-<£.~ 31/ 7..t--x:r-

REPLY FORM 

0 1 plan to bring ochers and 
observe the National Day of 
Prayer in Washington, D.C . ,...., . -

✓tVJ Whill' in Washington, I 
would likl' to participate in a 
National Commi'ttcc meeting 
to promote the Day of Prayl'r. 

[7 I cannot come to Wash
ington but will join with 
others in my lorn! community 
to observe this sacred day. 
··---·• ·--- ....,.___,. 
,5 ·-- ___ l!nclosed as my 
c·ont'nbu tion -for rhc expense 
of the National Prayer 
Campaign. · · 

' My name a·nd address is un the 
Prayer Petition to Congress .. 
(reverse siJe) urging all of our 
officials everywhere to observe 
President Reagan's Nation.ii 
Day of Prayer. 

! L ______ .. __ 



COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION FOR 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Rev. Claude G. Pike, Coordinator 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

"with united hearts.-" 

June 21, 1983 

The First Day 
All America 

Prayed Together 

Your timely packet concerning the litigation against 
President Reagan on the Year of the Bible is especially 
appreciated, as it will help in the preparation of a docu
mentary on National Prayer which we hope to publish early in 
1984. 

I enclose copies of publicity concerning a similar 
attack by the ACLU in Portland, Oregon against the Mayor of 
the city opposing his proclamation of National Day of Prayer 
observances in City Hall recently. Fortunately, this opposi
tion by the ACLU simply served to advertise the President's 
proclamation and resulted in nearly 1,000 persons attending 
the Mayor's ceremony, whereas only a few had been invited to 
his office for the prayer ceremony previously scheduled. 

Any further interesting sidelights or background 
information on the subject of National Prayer in general or 
the Day of Prayer specifically which would serve as research 
material in the compilation of this documentary would be most 
greatly appreciated. 

CGP:nj 
Enclosures 

Box 50444 F St. Sta .• Washin2ron. D.C. 20004 

With 

(Western Officei R,w 7.01 nrponn (";,.,., (Jr .. Oin..:1.c:;· 



Forecast cloudy; 
high, 62; low, 45; 
report on Page A2 

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 1983 100 PAGES 25CENTS s 

SWl-a.,OAUSWAHSQN 
?RAYER DAY - HundredS of peoQle pray in Portland's Terry Schrunk Plaza uled in City Counc:11 chambenl in City Hall, but a COUit ruling Wednesday 
niursaay 10 marl! City Day of Prayer. The observance originally wu SCIIIKI• barred the event from being held in the goll8f'J1ment building . 

. Portlanders observe-City Day of Prayer 
ByCAIIOLAUMNSTeN 
olThe~-

More than 600 people gathered 
Thursday ill Terry ScllrUnk Plaza to ob

. serve a City Day of Prayer. 
·- " We may have been proliilllted-tiom 

the place of prayer. out 110 one cu pro
h! bit us from praying," said the Rev. 
Randy Roth. wbo drew a SWldinl ova
tion from the c:owd. 

The observance, procwmed by May
or Frank lvancie in conjunction with 
President Reagan's declaralioa of May 5 
as a N_ational Day of Prayer, origiD&lly 
WU sc:lleduled to be held la City Council 
chambers. 

Roth and oeller panidpaliag clergy 
arranged to move the obNrvlDce to the 
park acrosa the streee after Multmmlll 
County Circuit Judge Richard Unis 
r,11~ Wednesday that the mayor's spon
sorship and promotion of the ceremony 
in co1111cil chambers at city e.tq)tt1Se Yi• 
olateG guar&111MS of clturcll•state sepa
rar:lon in both federal and sw.t conslitu
tions. 

Unis issued an injunctioll prolllbitillg 
the City Hall ob!ervance at the request 
of the American Civil ·Liberties Union. 

lvuc:ie told the group tlw caill and oblervuce in a public bwldln1 at public 
letters 5elll to hi.I offlce aad a tele¥illOD tlq)lllle. 
poll 011 the prayer-day isne indicated Rodi. puu,r of West Hi1II Covenlllt 
·•overwhelming su11port for prayer by Churcll and president of the Greater 
the citi.zetll ot this city - ia a pul)lic Portlalld ASIOciatio11 of Evangelicais. 
oiiilllliig. even. ~ sald.J!rl'lwrsday-obeerlance-eould- be 

'We may have been prohibited from the 
place of prayer, but no one can prohibit us 
from praying' - The Rev. Randy Roth 

lvancie said that pray,er is similar to 
the peti!IODI public offlc:iala deal With 
every·day. ·•Prayer ii aotllinl more than· 
a petition to .God." he said. "Sa if we 
can pelitloa our civil govemmem. we 
should be able in a tree sodetY to peli• 
tion our God tor help and uaistanc:e. 
Heaven knows, we n!ed IL" 

He said he wu not atraid of the 
conuoversy involvo.d in proclalmilll a 
day of prayer. . 

The ACLU had DOC COlltelled lvan
ci_e's rigllt to proclaim a day ot prayer 
but rather his ~p of a religious 

the beliJuliq of a • grea& prayer move
ment tlW will _sweet1 - our city, 
restor1111 faith, morality, juice and 
peace throligllout our COlllllluaity." 

The hourlong observance, wbic:11 be
gan u 11 a.m. and drew iacreuing 
numjlers of pe_ople u the moon hour 
approaclled, featured a brief prayer ser• 
vtct by several clergy u well u com• 
meats by lvlllCie. Roth. Multnomall 
County CommlSlioaer Gordon Shad• 
burae and KDIN-TV news ancllormaa 
Mike Ooaallue. 

P1rticipattn1 clergy iaclWled tbe 

Schoachildren offer prayers 
SALEM (UPI) - Hundredl of scboolcllildren and 

,,1bers gathered on the Capitol steps in Salem Thur,
day to offer pra.yers fo.r elected ofticiaJ1 -from the 
president to city councilors. 

A spokesman for the group said the gathering was 
part of national. state and local Prayer Dat activities 
throughout the country. 

Rev. John Jacitsoa of Mount Olivet BID· 
tist Churcll: tbe Most Rev. Kertneth 
Steiner. awdllary bishop of tbe Roman 
Catholic Arclldiocese of Ponland: Rabbi 
Yv'4~ ~-=~l~:- ;t ':~~~:-=z::~'.:I!\ S~~.:::~ 
Torail:--the Rev,-l'nnk-Shielda of-SW1nv- 
;ide Metllodlst Churcb: and the Rev. Joe 
Aldrich. president of Mllkl)omalt School 
of the Bible. · --

Also participaling were the Rev. 
Alan Hamilton. pastor of Ponland Four
square Gospel Church: llld the Rt. Rev. 
Maullew Bigllardl. EpllCOpal bishOI) or . 
w estem Oregon. 

The Rev. Rodlley Page. ditecutive 
director of Ecumenical Ministries of O,· 
egon. originally had beta on the pro
gram but declilled to participate be• 
cauae. he said. the program was essen
tially '"?Ill-Christian" and did not in• 
elude reoresenutives of Buddhist. Mu,
lim and other faiths. 

The Multllomall Counrv Board 0r 
Commis&i011ers aiio proclaimed !.tay c 
as the Multnomall County Day of ?nv• 
er on a 4- l vote Thursday. 

Commissioner Caroline Miller vocec 
·•no," explaining thr.t she didn't co11S1der 
it an appropriace measure for the board. 



Prodaimed by the President "On Thursday, .May 5, 1983, 
of the United Stites of America. and the Ma)OI' of Pordand. I will proclaim ·City Day of Pra)'el" in the Portland. in con~n 

~ t:hereti>re. I Ronald Reagan. President of the United States 
of America. do hereby proclaim Thuisday, May s. 1983. Naoonai 
Day of Prayer. I call upon every cimen of this -~ Nation to 
g,ather together on that day in homes and places of \IOl'Ship to 
pray, each after his or her own manner. for unity of the hearts of 
all mankind •.. " 

with president Reagan's National Day of Prayer proclamation. It is 
a day that remirids us how crucial prayer is to the wellbeing of 
our nation. our city, Ollr neighborooods and our homes. . . 

Although the National Day of Prayer is but one day of the year. I 
hope and betieYe that it will help instill greater faith for all 
Ponlanders every day of their ti\lE!S.''. 

President Ronald ReaQari ~ F!3M l\llllCie 

You can make a siiJlificant contribution to our city, state 
and nation at a moment of history when we desperately need it 

4. Pray for our national and local leaders that they will realize 
that the only way to exalt a nation is through God's 
~ ' 

if By praying for 5 minutes at 12 noon on Thursday, May 5 
;i:i' By participating in one of the prayer services listed ~-

5. Pray for the ~ and the deprived everywhere. 

c.ill one oi the churc:nea liaed below ior ,peciai pra~ time. 

Join with ~ of others ~ our nation who 
are praying for the following requests: 

6. Pray for our homes that God will be .allowed to bind the hearts 
of parents and children together in love. 

7. Pray for our schools and teachm that God's truth will be given 
its place in the lives of our children. 

I. Pray for our churches everywhere that we may repent of our 
indifference and I~ to the moral. spiritual and sociai 
needs of men and \IOOlefl. 

8. Pray for a righteous peace that will enable the Gospel of Christ 
to be preached world-wide. 

es. Don't stop praying after May 5. 
2. Pray that Cod's people will see and love this 'I\Orid as God sees 

it and loves it. 
3. Pray for a morai and spiritual awakening in the entire country, 

acknowle®ng that we as a nation are spiritually bankrupt and 
that only God's mercy and f~ ~ save us. 

NORTH SOUTHEAST Hilm!Mananal 
Mhuill Fil1I 8aplisl 

ll!IIMMI FM MIIIIOdlll 
BlbleOull'IICIIFellcMllip TremontE¥lllgllicllCllun:II 
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~olGod 
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Brooks Hilla FreeMelllodi$t 

OUTLYING AREAS 
Oregon City 

Fou,squaraGospei FeltowshlQ 
Oregon Cily A-■,,oty ol Goo 
5unnvs,de Comnuli1y Chun:11 

Nort11 Va/Wf Frienos Churcn 
N-l>el'g 

West Chenaleffl Friends Churcn 
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Hillsboro 
evergrNI emsuan Center 
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This ad coordinated by Greater Portland Association oi Evangelicals ( GPAE). 5814 S. W. Gilcrest Court, Portland. Oregon 1.H22 l . 
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I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 11, 1982 

SIGNING CEREMONY FOR NATIONAL DAY 
OF PRAYER PROCLAMATION 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 
FROM: 

February 12, 1982 
Cabinet Room 
11:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

To sign a proclamation declaring Thursday, May 6, 1982 as a 
National Day of Prayer. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Thirty years ago, a Joint Resolution of Congress requested the 
President to set aside a suitable day each year as a National 
Day of Prayer. Eight Presidents since then have annually pro
claimed a Day of Prayer to the nation, resuming a tradition 
started by the Continental Congress in June of 1775. 

In 1981, you restored the historic "first Thursday in May" date, 
as observed by the Continental Congress, for the National Day of 
Prayer so religious groups could count on a regular day each year 
to celebrate. This day is a natural expression of the American 
tradition of all faiths uniting in prayer and asking for divine 
guidance. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

See attached. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Writing pool and photo coverage. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

11:45 a.m. 

11:50 a.m. 

11:55 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

You arrive in Cabinet Room and shake hands with 
assembled religious leaders. 

You make brief remarks. 

Upon conclusion of your remarks; you sign the 
Proclamation with two pens which you will give 
to Dr. Smith and Father Hoye. 

You thank your guests and depart. 

Attachment: Participants 
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THE V.' HIT E H OUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

March 28, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

FROM: MORTON C . BLACKWELL , 1 
· I 

SUBJECT: May 5 - National Day of Prayer 

I just had a call from Ed Meese asking me about 
the National Day of Prayer. 

Attached is a letter to the President from Mrs. 
Bill Bright and Herb Ellingwood. Bill Bright is 
he ad of Campus Crusade for Christ, and Herb 
Ellingwood is a senior Reaganite from California, 
who is Chairman of the U. S. Merit Systems Protec
tion Board. 

Mr. Meese said he would like to expedite a favorable 
decision on the request that the Pr esident serve 
as Honorary Chair man for the Celebration of Prayer 
on the evening of Thursday, May 5, at Constitution 
Hall . 

Mr. Meese requeste d that you take this up with him, 
Mr. Deaver, a nd Mr. Baker immediately after Senior 
Staff meeting. He said he would vigorously support 
the Pr esident's serving as Honorary Chairman. 

He was undecided as to whether or not we should 
strongly recommend that the Pr esident attend the 
event but emphatic t hat he thought the President 
should accept the invitation to be Honorary 
Chairman. 

As you may know, the President is already Honorary 
Chairman of the Committee for observing 1983 as 
Year of the Bible. This committee was organized 
by Dr. Bill Bright. 

Enclosure 

. : . : • _i, :- ~.; • ~ .. · .·, ·. ~- :··· ... - .... - ... - -~- . . ....... 
-· -\ ,••·"· 

: • _::1 ~. 



Co-chairmen: 
Mrs. Bill Bri&)lt 

Chairman. 
National Prayer Committee 

The Hon. Herbert E. Ellinpood 
Chairman, U.S. Merit 

Systems Protection Board 

MAY 5, 1983 

NATIONAL 
DAYOF 
PRAYER 

March 2, 1983 

Chief ·Justice Warren E. Burger 
United States Supreme Court Building 
One First Steet, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20543 

Dear Mr. ·Justice: 

The purpose of our letter is respectfully to request that you serve as a member 
of the Host Committee of what we believe will be most significant single event 
scheduled in connection with the upcoming National Day of Prayer. The event to 
which we refer is the "celebration of prayer" on the evening of Thursday, May 5, 
at Constitution Hall in Washington. 

As you know, a few weeks ago President Reagan proclaimed May 5 as a day of prayer 
throughout America. This year's observance will be the thirty-first consecutive 
National Day of Prayer since 1952, when Congress acted by joint resolution to 
instruct the nation's Chief Executive to set aside one such day each year. 

In the wake of the President's proclamation, special prayer-related activities 
are being planned across the country. We have the privilege of serving as co
chairmen of a volunteer committee consisting of persons from various parts of 
the United States whose ministries lie especially in the area of prayer and who 
have seen, as you probably have, the difference that prayer can make in lives 
and circumstances. 

This group, known as the National Day of Prayer Committee, is working on setting 
in motion a number of events related to the May 5 observance. For instance, 
steps ~re under way to suggest counterpart proclamations at the state and local 
levels and to urge churches to ring their bells at noon on May 5 as a way of 
calling the nation to five minutes of united prayer, either in a formal setting 
or in a workplace, home, etc. In addition, we expect many state-level and local
level prayer breakfasts and other activities. 

In a symbolic sense, however, we plan for the many other National Day of Prayer 
observances to culminate in_ the evening's "celebration of prayer" at Constitu
tion Hall. An excellent program is being developed which will be both spiritual 
and patriotic in tone. Prayer itself will, of course, be a major emphasis. A 



Chief ' Justice Warren E. Burger 
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-
principal address will be delivered by Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the distinguished 
senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and there will be 
complementary music of appropriate character and high quality. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan have been asked to be present as honorary chairmen. 

We are contacting a small number of well-known and highly respected leaders 
from the clergy, business, labor, the media, government, and voluntary organi
zations to ask that they serve as co-hosts for this event. The Host Committee 
will include, for example, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the U.S. Senate; 
Rabbi-Joshua Haberman, senior clergyman of the Washington Hebrew Congregation; 
Mr. Richard Schubert, president of the American Red Cross; and .General ·John 
Vessey, 1Jr., chairman of the -Joint Chiefs of Staff. We should be deeply honored 
if you would consent to serve as a member of that committee. 

Your responsibility would be simply to lend the support of your name to the 
celebration of prayer and, if feasible, to join us at Constitution Hall that 
evening. More details would be forthcoming to you, of course, as final plans 
are worked out. 

Because of the limited time remaining before May 5 and the need to put invita
tions into the mail soon, we would be very grateful if you would give considera
tion to this request at your earliest possible convenience. A representative 
of the National Day of Prayer Committee will call your office within the next 
several days to receive your response. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join us. 

Mrs. Bill Bright 
Co-chairman 

Very truly yours, 

\\ __ o __ ~~ 
~: Ellingwood 
Co-chairman 



MAY 5, 1983 
Co-chairmen: · NATIONAL 

DAYOF 
PRAYER 

Mn. Bill Bri&ht 
Chairman, 

National Prayer Committee 
11le Hoo. Herbert E. FJlinpood 

Chairman, U.S. Merit 
Systems Protection Board 

~ /( JL X ~ ----,J 

jl~~=ih~~ 
~ J ~~ -

tr~ ~~~ ~=:?5~~rr 
j/4,,, ~ ,~ ~ ~ ~ r 
-tk I---r/2'_.,,,,,,~J ~ ~ • -

t(}J_tvu_~~ . ~ 
~ L ~ ty ~ ~ ~~. 

~- 1-0-<-~ 4 ~~ 
~ ~ ,~ ~7"?'C...,.-- r~~c.-cz__,, 

J· 



Co-chairmen: 
Mrs. Bill Brisht 

Chairman, 
National Prayer Committee 

The Hon. Herbert E. Elinpood 
Chairman, U.S. Merit 

Systems Protection Board 

Joshua o. Habermarl, D.H.L. 
Senior Rabbi 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Massachusetts Avenue and 

Macomb Street, N.w. 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dear Rabbi Haberman: 

MAY 5, 1983 

NATIONAL 
DAYOF 
PRAYER 

March 2, 1983 

The purpose of our letter is respectfully to request that you serve as a member 
of the Host Committee of what we believe will be most significant single event 
scheduled in connection with the upcoming National Day of Prayer. The event to 
which we refer is the "celebration of prayer" on the evening of Thursday, May 5, 
at Constitution Hall in Washington. 

As you know, a few weeks ago President Reagan proclaimed May 5 as a day of prayer 
throughout America. This year's observance will be the thirty-first consecutive 
National Day of Prayer since 1952, when Congress acted by joint resolution to 
instruct the nation's Chief Executive to set aside one such day each year. 

In the wake of the President's proclamation, special prayer-related activities 
are being planned across the country. We have the privilege of serving as co
chairmen of a volunteer committee consisting of persons from various parts of 
the United States whose ministries lie especially in the area of prayer and who 
have seen, as you probably have, the difference that prayer can make in lives 
and circumstances. 

This group, known as the National Day of Prayer Committee, is working on setting 
in motion a number of events related to the May 5 observance. For instance, 
steps are .under way to suggest counterpart proclamations at the state and local 
levels and to urge churches to ring their bells at noon on May 5 as a way of 
calling the nation to five minutes of united prayet, either in a formal setting 
or in a workplace, home, etc. In addition, we expect many state-level and local
level prayer breakfasts and other activities. 

In a symbolic sense, howevet, we plan for the many other National Day of Prayer 
observances to culminate in' the evening's "celebration of prayer" at Constitu
tion Hall. An excellent program is being developed which will be both spiritual 
and patriotic in tone. Prayer itself will, of course, be a major emphasis. A 
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principal address will be delivered by Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the distinguished 
senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and there will be 
complementary music of appropriate character and high quality. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan have been asked to be present as honorary chairmen. 

We are contacting a small number of well-known and highly respected leaders 
from the clergy, business, labor, the media, government, and voluntary organi
zations to ask that they serve as co-hosts for this event. The Host Committee 
will include, for example, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the U.S. Senate; 
Mr. Richard Schubert, president of the American Red Cross; and -General .John 
Vessey, ·Jr., chairman of the ·Joint .Chiefs of Staff. We should be deeply honored 
if you would consent to serve as a member of that committee. 

Your responsibility would be simply to lend the support of your name to the 
celebration of prayer and, if feasible, to join us at Constitution Hall that 
evening. More details would be forthcoming to you, of course, as final plans 
are worked -out. 

Because of the limited time remaining before May 5 and the need to put invita
tions into the mail soon, we would be very grateful if you would give considera
tion to this request at your earliest possible convenience. A representative 
of the National Day of Prayer Committee will call your office within the next 
several days to receive your response. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join us. 

tl~w~J 
Mrs. Bill Bright 
Co-chairman 

Very truly yours, 

~,~ 
Herbert E. Ellingwood 
Co-chairman 



Co-chairmen: 
Mn. llill Bri&ht 

Chairman, 
National Prayer Committee 

The Hon. Herbert E. Ellinpood 
Chairman, U.S. Merit 

Systems Protection Board 

Mrs. Kathryn M. ·Graham 
Washington Post Co. 
1150 - 15th Street, N.w. 
Washington, DC 20071 

Dear Mrs. ·Graham: 

---
MAYS, 1983 

NATIONAL 
DAYOF 
PRAYER 

March 2, 1983 

The purpose of our letter is respectfully to request that you serve as a member 
of the Host Committee of what we believe will be most significant single event 
scheduled in connection with the upcoming National Day of Prayer. The event to 
which we refer is the "celebration of prayer" on the evening of Thursday, May 5, 
at Constitution Hall in Washington. 

As you know, a few weeks ago President Reagan proclaimed May 5 as a day of prayer 
throughout America. This year's observance will be the thirty-first consecutive 
National Day of Prayer since 1952, when Congress acted by joint resolution to 
instruct the nation's Chief Executive to set aside one such day each year. 

In the wake of the President's proclamation, special prayer-related activities 
are being planned across the country. We have the privilege of serving as co
chairmen of a volunteer committee consisting of persons from various parts of 
the United States whose ministries lie especially in the area of prayer and who 
have seen, as you probably have, the difference that prayer can make in lives 
and circumstances. 

This group, known as the National Day of Prayer Committee, is working on setting 
in motion a number of events related to the May 5 observance. For instance, 
steps are under way to suggest counterpart proclamations at the state and local 
levels and to ·urge churches to ring their bells at noon on May 5 as a way of 
calling the nation to five minutes of united prayer, either in a formal setting 
or in a workplace, home, etc. In addition, we expect many state-level and local
level prayer breakfasts and other activities. 

In a symbolic sense, however, we plan for the many other National Day of Prayer 
observances to culminate in the evening's "celebration of prayer" at Constitu
tion Hall. An excellent program is being developed which will be both spiritual 
and patriotic in tone. Prayer itself will, of course, be a major emphasis. A 
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principal address will be delivered by Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the distinguished 
senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and there will be 
complementary music of appropriate character and high quality. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan have been asked to be present as honorary chairmen. 

We are contacting a small number of well-known and highly respected leaders 
from the clergy, business, labot, the media, government, and voluntary organi
zations to ask that they serve as co-hosts for this event. The Host Committee 
will include, for example, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the U.S. Senate; 
Rabbi .Joshua Haberman, senior clergyman of the Washington Hebrew Congregation; 
Mr. Richard Schubert, president of the American Red Cross; and .General .John 
Vessey, ·Jr., chairman of the 'Joint Chiefs of Staff. We should be deeply honored 
if you would consent to serve as a member of that committee. 

Your responsibility would be simply to lend the support of your name to the 
celebration of prayer and, if feasible, to join us at Constitution Hall that 
evening. More details would be forthcoming to you, of course, as final plans 
are worked out. 

Because of the limited time remaining before May 5 and the need to put invita
tions into the mail soon, we would be very grateful if you would give considera
tion to this request at your earliest possible convenience. A representative 
of the National Day of Prayer Committee will call your office within the next 
several days to receive your response. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join us. 

~q 
Mrs. Bill Bright 
Co-chairman 

Very truly yours, 

~-~ 
Herbert E. Ellingwood 
Co-chairman 



Co-chairmen: 
Mn. Bill Bript 

Chairman, 
National Prayer Committee 

The Hon. Herbert E. FJllnpood 
Chairman, U.S. Merit 

Systems Protection Board 
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The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 

MAY 5, 1983 

NATIONAL 
DAYOF 
PRAYER 

3030 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 314, Arlington. VA 2220 I (703) 522-0800 

March 2, 1983 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

The purpose of our letter is respectfully to request that you serve as a member 
of the Host Committee of what we believe will be most significant single event 
scheduled in connection with the upcoming National Day of Prayer. The event to 
which we refer is the "celebration of prayer" on the evening of Thursday, May 5, 
at Constitution Hall in Washington. 

As you know, a few weeks ago President Reagan proclaimed May 5 as a day of prayer 
throughout America. This year's observance will be the thirty-first consecutive 
National Day of Prayer since 1952, when Congress acted by joint resolution to 
instruct the nation's Chief Executive to set aside one such day each year. 

In the wake of the President's proclamation, special prayer-related activities 
are being planned across the country. We have the privilege of serving as co
chairmen of a volunteer committee consisting of persons from various parts of 
the United States whose ministries lie especially in the area of prayer and who 
have seen, as you probably have, the difference that prayer can make in lives 
and circumstances. 

This group, known as the National Day of Prayer Committee, is working on setting 
in motion a number of events related to the May 5 observance. For instance, 
steps are under way to suggest counterpart proclamations at the state and local 
levels 'and to urge churches to ring their bells at noon on May 5 as a way of 
calling the nation to five minutes of united prayer, either in a formal setting 
or in a workplace, home, etc. In addition, we expect many state-level and local
level prayer breakfasts and other activities. 

In a symbolic sense, however, we plan for the many other National Day of Prayer 
observances to culminate in the evening's "celebration of prayer" at Constitu
tion Hall. An excellent program is being developed which will be both spiritual 
and patriotic in tone. Prayer itself will, of course, be a major emphasis. A 
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principal address will be delivered by Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the distinguished 
senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and there will be 
complementary music of appropriate character and high quality. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan have been asked to be present as honorary chairmen. 

We are contacting a small number of well-known and highly respected leaders 
from the clergy, business, labor, the media, government, and voluntary organi
zations to ask that they serve as co-hosts for this event. The Host Committee 
will include, for example, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the U.S. Senate; 
Rabbi 'Joshua Haberman, senior clergyman of the Washington Hebrew Congregation; 
Mr. Richard Schubert, president of the American Red Cross; and -General -John 
Vessey, ·Jr., chairman of the'Joint Chiefs of Staff. We should be deeply honored 
if you would consent to serve as a member of that committee. 

Your responsibility would be simply to lend the support of your name to the 
celebration of prayer and, if feasible, to join ·us at Constitution Hall that 
evening. More details would be forthcoming to you, of course, as final plans 
are worked out. 

Because of the limited time remaining before May 5 and the need to put invita
tions into the mail soon, we would be very grateful if you would give considera
tion to this request at your earliest possible convenience. A representative 
of the National Day of Prayer Committee will call your office within the next 
several days to receive your response. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join ·us. 

~~,if! 
Mrs. Bill Bright 
Co-chairman 

Very truly yours, 

~:~ 
Co-chairman 



Co-chairmen: 
Mn. Bill Briaht 

Chairman, 
National Prayer Committee 

The Hon. Herbert E. FJinpood 
Chairman, U.S. Merit 

Systems Protection Board 

The Honorable .George Bush 

MAY 5, 1983 

NATIONAL 
DAYOF 
PRAYER 

March 2, 1983 

Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

The purpose of our letter is respectfully to request that you serve as a member 
of the Host Committee of what we believe will be most significant single event 
scheduled in connection with the upcoming National Day of Prayer. The event to 
which we refer is the "celebration of prayer" on the evening of Thursday, May 5, 
at Constitution Hall in Washington. 

As you know, a few weeks ago President Reagan proclaimed May 5 as a day of prayer 
throughout America. This year's observance will be the thirty-first consecutive 
National Day of Prayer since 1952, when Congress acted by joint resolution to 
instruct the nation's Chief Executive to set aside one such day each year. 

In the wake of the President's proclamation, special prayer-related activities 
are being planned across the country. We have the privilege of serving as co
chairmen of a volunteer committee consisting of persons from various parts of 
the United States whose ministries lie especially in the area of prayer and who 
have seen, as you probably have, the difference that prayer can make in lives 
and circumstances. 

This group, known as the National Day of Prayer Committee, is working on setting 
in motion a number of events related to the May 5 observance. For instance, 
steps 4re under way to suggest counterpart proclamations at the state and local 
levels and to urge churches to ring their bells at noon on May 5 as a way of 
calling the nation to five minutes of united prayer, either in a formal setting 
or in a workplace, home, etc. In addition, we expect many state-level and local
level prayer breakfasts and other activities. 

In a symbolic sense, however, we plan for the many other National Day of Prayer 
observances to culminate i~ the evening's "celebration of prayer" at Constitu
tion Hall. An excellent program is being developed which will be both spiritual 
and patriotic in tone. Prayer itself will, of course, be a major emphasis. A 
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--

principal address will be delivered by Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the distinguished 
senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and there will be 
complementary music of appropriate character and high quality. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan have been asked to be present as honorary chairmen. 

We are contacting a small number of well-known and highly respected leaders 
from the clergy, business, labor, the media, government, and voluntary organi
zations to ask that they serve as co-hosts for this event. The Host Committee 
will include, for example, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the U.S. Senate; 
Rabbi.Joshua Haberman, senior clergyman of the Washington Hebrew Congregation; 
Mr. Richard Schubert, president of the American Red Cross; and ·eeneral ' John 
Vessey, -Jr., chairman of the .Joint Chiefs of Staff. We should be deeply honored 
if you would consent to serve as a member of that committee. 

Your responsibility would be simply to lend the support of your name to the 
celebration of prayer and, if feasible, to join us at Constitution Hall that 
evening. More details would be forthcoming to you, of course, as final plans 
are worked out. 

Because of the limited time remaining before May 5 and the need to put invita
tions into the mail soon, we would be very grateful if you would give considera
tion to this request at your earliest possible convenience. A representative 
of the National Day of Prayer Committee will call your office within the next 
several days to receive your response. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join us. 

~~ 
Mrs. Bill Bright 
Co-chairman 

Very truly yours, 

~--~ 
Co-chairman 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 23, 1983 

John J. Hinkle 
Christ Church 
635 South Manhattan Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90075 

Dear Rev. Hinkle, 

Thank you for your letter and the kind offer to help 
with the National Day of Prayer. I apologize for the 
delay in responding, but it was only recently forwarded 
to me for action. 

I would be pleased to receive for the President, your 
plan regarding the National Day of Prayer. I can assure 
you that it will be treated confidentially. 

Sincerely, 

/ .· i -r 
: ,.,1. ' ") ' ~ ·, .._ ' · 

: :' ; / 
I !_ '- ..., ! .-. ._~ <.. \...• 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 



• 
JOHN J, HINKLE 

MINISTER 

Q1lyrist Q1lyurrly 
635 SOUTH MANHATTAN PLACE 

P. D. Box 75275 
LOB ANOELEB, CALIF"ORNIA 90075 

TELEPHONE: 389•41 83 

The President 
The White House 
Washington , D. c . 

Ny dear Mr . President : 

It is my understanding that Thursday , May 5 , 
1983 has been set aside by you as a National Day 
of Prayer . This is so desperately needed and many 
of us feel that only through the power of prayer 
and God moving through our leaders will t h is 
country be restored to the heritage that is ours , 
as America Under God . 

Last year I found out about your National Day 
of Prayer through a friend in Dallas , Texas , just 
a short time before the designated date . Had it 
not been for this chance correspondence I would 
have known nothing about it . I thank God we were 
able to join with you and pray day and night for 
our country and our President . However , of all the 
big churches on Wilshire Boulevard where our church 
is situated , I was the only Pastor whQ knew about 
it . I did not find any media coverage either._on
ractio or in -t;h~ . new~p-~pers . I did my best to alert 
as many churches as possible but time was short . 
This year we have time , with your help , t o al~rJ 
all churches and to ask them to join together on the 
National Day of Prayer . -

I have a plan that I believe..could be put into 
action by you to bring all of the churches together 
to make a truly National Day of Pray~r . I know that 
people in churches want to j oin toget her , if they jus 
know it ahead of t i me . I am sure that this can be 
accomplished with just a 1:-ittle help fro!!!_ your offi.£e 
II would be very happy to work with Herb Ellingwood , 
f hom I know and admire very much and who knows me , 
and thus present the plan to you for your approval . ---



The President -2- November 3, 1982 

I would not want my name or the name of my 
church to be mentioned, for I feel that it is 
to be done for my God, for my country and my 
President; that the people might truly come to
gether in prayer and I believe with all my heart 
that God will hear and answer our prayers. 

Thank you so very much for your consideration 
of t h is letter. God bless you always in the great 
work you are doing. 

(Ts~tfully yours 

~j-~ 
John J. Hinkle 
Minister 



THE WHITE H OUSE 

W A SHIN GTO N 

January 26, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 
• I 

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL 
1 

•• • _ : 

SUBJECT: Draft Proclamation for National Day of Prayer 

This draft will not be as effective as the Day of Prayer 
proclamations of 1981 and 1982. Its emphasis is primarily 
historical rather than reverential. 

I have never seen documentation proving that prior to the 
close of our American Revolution the National Day of Prayer 
was on the first Thursday in May. This may be so but we 
should be sure we have documentation of it. 

The last sentence of the fourth paragraph is ambiguous in 
its call to "bring the peoples of the world together". This 
wording should be changed. The interest from the religious 
community in the annual National Day of Prayer proclamation 
is almost entirely from the fundamentalist and evangelical 
Christian communities. Relig i ous leaders in the "mainline" 
denominations are not the ones who write and call us con
cerning the proclamation. 

It is the fundamentalists and the evangelicals who make most 
use of these documents. They are not only theologically 
conservative; they are politically conservative. They are 
actively hostile, for instance, to the World Council of 
Churches. They are intensely skeptical of the U.N. There
fore, a call to bring the peoples of the world together will 
raise questions in their minds. 

The statement is not clear in its meaning. Does it mean to 
bring all peoples into a reverence for God? Or could it be 
read to urge an ecumenical amalgamation such as the World 
Council of Churches? Or is it an endorsement of "world 
government"? This may sound like a minor criticism but the 
people who make most use of this annual proclamation are 
especially sensitive to doctrinal and philosophical nuances. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINQ_TON 

March 2, 1983 

Mr. Peter Stewart, President 
National Thanksgiving Commission 
P. o. Box 1777 
Dallas, TX 75221 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

Bill Nicols has. forwarded to- your letter~ 
g.f--P~oruary 8 regarding t e National Day of 

~ - Prayer Proclamation. 
. ... ,,,.,.____ 

--. --
I am enclosing a copy for you. I am sorry 
we don't have the fifteen you requested. When 
the group which arranged for the ceremony in 
Constitution Hall last year decided not to 
continue with it, Herb Ellingwood and Vonette 
Bright volunteered to coordinate the activities 
this year. They are hard at work making it 
a most meaningful time of prayer for the 
nation. 

These activities are not sponsored by the.~wai te 
House but we have provided them with the copies 
of the proclamation to get out to their 
participating committees. If you need further 
information about the activities planned for 
May 5, I suggest you contact Mrs. Bill Bright, 
Campus Crusade for Christ, Arrowhead Springs, 
San Bernardino, California. 

Thanks for your continued interest. 

Sincerely, 
11 -~ I 

: ; -)·~ -~. \.,_ - .. _,.J\_4 -<--c,..; ..:._. J 

__ / 
Morton c. Blackwell 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
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THANl(S 
■ GIVING 
SQUARE -

Feb r ua r y 8 , 1 9 8 3 

NATIONAL TH\ NKSGIVING COMMISSION 

Dear Bill, 

We are grateful for the early signing of the National Day of Prayer 
Proclamation. It is being mailed out to religious leaders and 
publications all over the country. 

We would like to request fifteen ceremonial copies of this 
Proclamation for our files and for presentation to leaders who 
are helping the National Day of Prayer. 

Your help has made possible the revival of interest in the National 
Day of Prayer by people in our country. 

Mr. William Nicols 
General Counsel 

NATIONAL 

Office of Management and Budget 
Room 464 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

PS: pc 

Sincerely, 

P.O.BOX 1777 • DALLAS, TEXAS75221 • AREACODE214 65 1-1777 



Rev. Claude G. Pike 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

February 1, 1983 

Box 50444 F St. Sta. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Rev. Pike: 

I have your letter of January 25 requesting that we invite 
six people to a proclamation signing for the National Day 
of Prayer. As we notified you last week by phone, there 
will be no signing ceremony for the proclamation this year. 
The President is signing the proclamation declaring 1983 
as Year of the Bible at the conclusion of his remarks 
to the National Prayer Breakfast on February 3. 

As I mentioned to you in our recent telephone conversation, 
we have had a number of telephone calls and some correspondence 
from people who had the mistaken impression that you have been 
designated by the President to coordinate activities regarding 
the National Day of Prayer. This is, of course, not so. 

The President is pleased to know that a number of different 
organizations at the national level and thousands of religious 
leaders at the local level undertake appropriate activities 
relating to the annual National Day of Prayer. 

Because of the unfortunate confusion regarding the relation
ship between your scheduled activities and the White House, 
I must reiterate the importance of your making it very clear 
in all future communications relating to the National Day of 
Prayer that you are acting in your capacity as a religious 
leader and not as an agent of the White House. 

;Ja:e,~ 
Morton C. Blackwell 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER "with united hearts ... " 

Rev. Claude G. Pike, Coordinator 
~ 
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The First Day 
All America 

Prayed Together 

Morton Blackwell 
The White House 

January 25, 1983 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Here are additional names of persons who would appteciate an invit
ation to a White House ceremony proclaiming National Day of Prayer 
if it can be arranged: 

Phillip Walker, American Festival of Evangelism 703-893-2595 

Mary E. Bull, . Interfaith Conimitttee for School Prayer, 301-986-0115 
(Birth date: 9-29-11. SS #109-07-3671. 

Rev. Thomas L. Munson, 813-442-2522, National Honor and Prayer Fellowship 
Birth date: Mar. 27, 14 7. SS # 105-40-1690 

Canon Geyer, Episcopal Church Synnd, New York, N o Y. 

Theodore W. Pike, National Prayer Campaign, SS #542-58-0180, 
Hylda M. Pike, 11 11 11 

(NRB Convention, c/o Washington Sheraton until Feb. 3) 

G. Pike, Coordinator 

NATIONAL PRAYER COMMITTEE 
c/ o Sheraton Washington Hotel - Jan. 2 7-Feb. 4 

Box 50444 F St. Sta., Washington, D.C. 20004 (Western Office) Box 203, Oregon City, Ore. 97045 Ph. (503) 631-3206 



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Rev. Claude G. Pike, Coordinator 

' ~ 

"with united hearts ... " 
The First Day 
All America 

Prayed Together 

,, 

Box 50444 F St. Sta., Washington, D.C. 20004 (Western Office) Box 203, Oregon City, Ore. 97045 Ph. (503) 631-3206 
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-THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 12, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

THRU: 

FROM: 

DIANA LOZANO 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

SUBJECT: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR NA~IONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
PROCLAMATION 

Several of the major religious leaders who attended the 
Presidential signing of the proclamation for the National Day 
of Prayer surely left disappointed. 

Immediately prior to our bringing in the leaders for the 
Cabinet Room signing ceremony, Red told me that the "Big Three" 
had decided that the religious leaders would have to be 
across the table from the President rather than stand behind him. 

This resulted in two problems: 

1. It was impossible to --shoot photographs which included 
the entire group with the President. When the photographers 
shot diagonally across the table, they got the President 
in the photo with only some of the visiting leaders. 

2. Our proposal included a Presidential handshake with 
each of the religious leaders. The last-minute change in 
the physical arrangement prohibited this. The President 
only shook hands with two, the Catholic and Southern 
Baptist leaders who received the two ceremonial pens. 

The President's remarks were fine. He spoke out in favor of 
voluntary school prayer and expressed his belief in intercessory 
prayer. 

Only twenty two people, it was not a big crowd. It included 
very major leaders, most of whom are strongly supportive of the 
President. 

If this had been a group of union bosses or black civil rights 
leaders, I have no doubt that the President would have been allowed 
to shake the hands of each person present. 

Our failure to schedule the long hoped for pro-family coalition 
meeting last year has caused many of the President's religious 
friends to believe that someone in the White House regards 
conservative religious leaders as not vital elements of his 
coalition or somehow unclean. The ceremony this morning did 
nothing to dispell that impression. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Rabbi Abraham Sh.emtov 
824 East Parkway 
Bro'klyn, N. Y. 11213 

Father John Tavlarides 
St. Sophia's Cathedral · 
36th & Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Mrs . Bobbie James 
Governors Mansion 
1142 s. Perry St. 
Montgomery, Aalabama 36104 

Dr. Richard C. Halverson 
Chaplain of the Senate 
Room 220 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

Mr. Ed McAteer 
5911 Brierdale Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38119 

Mrs. Karen Davis 
Christian Women's National Concern 
Box 1224 
Fort Worth, TX 75202 

Rev. Jerry Moore y 
Nineteenth St. Baptist Chu~ rch ,ir"' 
4606 Sixteenth St. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20011 
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