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P.O. Box 64323 Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464

October 5, 1983

Dear Friends of the Freedom Council:

The United States Supreme Court has just heard argument this morning on a
case of great significance for Christians: popularly referred to as
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Christmas nativity scene case (officially No. 82-12
Lynch vs. Donnelly).

) The Freedom Council, in cooperation with The Rutherford Institute and the
Coalition for Religious Liberty, has submitted the enclosed Amicus Brief to the
Supreme Court judges. Because it is our desire to educate the Body of Christ to
be more intelligently informed and active in government, I encourage you to
freely quote material from the Brief for publication, broadcast, speaking, or
preaching. .

It's not known how long it will take the judges to render a decision on the
case. We hope it won't be later than Christmas, although it could be as long as
next June depending on the work load of the Court.

As you are well aware, The Supreme Court can hear only a small fraction of
those cases that are filed. In the last term, out of 5,079 cases filed, only 312
were selected by the judges for argument and only 183 were actually argued. In
this term there are 52 cases scheduled for argument in October and November. The
Christmas Nativity scene case is one of them.

This case will have significant implications for Christians--either positive
or negative. Commenting on the impact of a negative decision, Constitutional
lawyer John Whitehead, who wrote the Brief said "...Christian symbols would be
suspect in every area of 1life...A cross on a building, a quote from Scripture,
or religious quotes from the Founding Fathers would all probably be uncon-
stitutional in the end...The positive influence of the decision would be a
reaffirmation that religion is not unconstitutional because it's somehow involved
in public Tife." '

I thank you 1in advance for your efforts in educating your followers and
Christian America on this important case, and for exhorting them to be in prayer
in ri ird to the decision on the case.

Your brother in Chric*,

Ted Pantaleo,
Executive Director
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