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These memoranda are distributed for the convenience of the seminar
participants, d are not intended for publication or general dis-
tribution., Readers are cautioned that items on the charts repro-
duced here may be unintelligible or directly misleading if they are
interpreted outside the context of the talk they are designed to
accompany. (Some, e.g., have been included ironically, in order

to rai ) ’ ’ ot g,

The charts, as well as the views expressed in the summaries, are
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Hudson Institute documents, and no conclusion should be attribut:
to the Hudson Institute or any other associated individuals or
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WITH SOME (CEPTIONS, THE TREND IN ACADEMIC ACHIE' {ENT
IN OUR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE LATE
1960S AND 1970S WAS DOWNWARD, FOR ALL SOCIO-ECONOMIC
AND COMPETENCE LEVELS.

THE AVERAGE ACADEMIC COMPETENCE OF THE BRIGHTER STUDENTS,
AND THOSE FROM AFFLUENT NEIGHBORHOODS, WITH WELL-EDUCATED
PARE 'S AND HOMES FULL OF BOOKS, OFTEN FELL FASTER THAN
DID THAT OF LESS BRIGHT STUDENTS AND THOSE FROM USUALLY
LESS AFFLUENT CENTRAL CITIES.
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APPARENT LONG~TERM CYCLICAL ACHIEVEMENT CURVE
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WEST VIRGINIA

SPENT ONLY $1,100 PER PUPIL ANNUALLY IN 1975-76
(COMPARED TO $2,234 R NEW YORK AND $1,318 FOR
CALIFORNIA).

IS ONE OF THE FEW SCHOOL SYSTEMS WHICH MAINTAINED
THEIR STANDING THROUGH 1970-1974 IN GRADES 3, 6,

9 AND 11 AND ALSO WAS NOT FAR FROM 1965 NATIONAL

AVERAGE OF ACHIEVEMENT ACCORDING TO A NATIONALLY

ADMINISTERED TEST,












THE ACCO TABILITY OF THE SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS'
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PROGRESS

WOULD YOU FAVOR OR OPPOSE A SYSTEM THAT WOULD HOLD TEACHERS
AND ADMINISTRATORS MORE ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE PROGRESS OF

STUDENTS?

———

FAVOR
OPPOSE

NO OPINION

oo

HIGH
SCHOOL
NO PUBLIC PAROCHIAL § JUNIORS
NATIONAL | CHILDREN SCHOOL SCHOOL AND
TOTALS IN SCHOOL | PARENTS PARENTS SENIORS
67% 66% 687 7% 65%
2] 21 21 19 29
12 13 11 10 6
100 IUJ— .UE— IUU— v 100

GALLUP OPINION INDEX, REPORT NO. 66, DECEMBER .97C, ?. 18
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INCREASED EXPENDITURES ON SCHOOLS MIGHT NOT ONLY
HAVE BEEN NON-PRODUCTIVE, OFTEN THEY MIGHT ACTUALLY
HAVE BEEN COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. SOME CAUSED ALREADY-
REDUCED ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION TIME TO BE USED FOR
NON-ACADEMIC, OR LOW-ACADEMIC CONTENT ACTIV |ES.
OTHERS TENDED TO SUPPORT THE ''GIMMICKRY" ICH
ACTIVIST EDUCATORS SPONSORED AND WHICH ALLOWED
{EM TO CLAIM THEY WERE IMPROVING UCATI

THUS DIVERTING ATTENTION FROM, AND AVOIDING
MEETING HEAD-ON, THE MORE DEMANDING WORK OF TEACHI
CHILDREN THE SUBJECTS THEY MUST KNOW TO GET ALONG

IN LATER LIFE,
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SPECULATION ON SOLUTIONS
(CONT.)

PUSH INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE AT THEIR COMPETENCE
LEVEL.

SPEND MORE TIME EACH DAY ON FUNDAMENTAL ACADEMIC SUBJECTS.

ASSIGN MORE TEACHER-CORRECTED HOMEWORK, QUIZZES AND TESTS.
HAVE THE CHILDREN USE THE BLACKBOARDS. HAVE TEACHERS
STAY AFTER SCHOOL MORE OFTEN TO HELP THE SLOW LEARNERS
KEEP UP WITH THE CLASS (EVEN IF IT MEANS OVERTIME PAY).
PERHAPS INCREASE THE DAYS IN A SCHOOL YEAR (THERE USED

TO BE 200. NOW IT IS GENERALLY 180).

ELIMINATE THE EXTRANEOUS ''RAP SESSIONS,'

IF A STUDENT CANNOT PERFORM AT GRADE LEVEL, DESPITE HELP,
SUMMER SCHOOL, ETC., KEEP HIM IN THE GRADE UNTIL HE CAN.

PAY MORE ....:NTION TO THE DESIRES OF THE MASS OF PARENTS.
MAKE AN EFFORT TO AT LEAST DETERMINE THEIR DESIRES,

DO NOT OVERBURDEN CHILDREN WITH DECISIONS ON WHAT, HOW
AND WHEN THEY WILL STUDY.




























































