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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 31, 1981

TO: Mike Deaver
VIA: Elizabeth H. Dole
AN
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell //}/2
(g
RE: Harold 0.J. Brown of Deerfield, Illinois

I understand that you are considering a schedule request of
interest to the President from Harold 0.J. Brown who wishes
to present to the President a copy of the new edition of his
book. '

I strongly recommend Mr. Brown for an appointment. He is an
educator very highly regarded by evangelical and fundamentalist
religious communities. He is a deep thinker on theological and
philosophical issues. He was long associated with the publication
Christianity T™ndav, While he is a conservative, he is not regarded
as au activis. i.u the sense that, say, Jerry Falwell and James
Robison are.
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August 3, 1981

Dear Mr. imwn:

Thank you very much for your letter of a few weeks ago and
for giving me the opportunity to comment.

First, let me say 1 have called to the attention of our
scheduling psople your request with regard to the book and
I hope this « n be worked out.

Now, with reference to ths choice I have made for the Supreme
Court, let me just say some things you probably already heard
*~ your conversation with Ed Thomas, elthough I have not talked
to him about that. Mrs. 0'Comnor, I think, has been the victim
1 ticularly of one vindictive person in Arizona who launched
the crusade ¢ iinst her even before the public amnouncement of
nomination. I saw some of this individual's original
charges, including one that supposedly Mrs. 0'Comnor was opposed
to my running for office as a candidate for President. I called
Senator CGoldwater about this, and he hit the ceiling. He told
me that she hadn't spoken to him for a month in 1976 because he
came out for President Ford instead of me. I think this was
typical of mx : of the things that have been brought up against
her,

Let me explai how things can be distorted with one example. As

a State Senat ' back in the early 70's, she is charged with having

voted against a bill that would have prevented the university
hospitals from giving abortions. The true situation is that she
as a Senator voted for a bill to rebuild the wniversity football
stadium. Over in the House, they added an amendment regarding
abortions in the wniversity hospitals. But the constitution of
Arizona says that no amendment csm be attached to a bill unless
the endment has to do with the body of the bill. Obviously,
the hospital amendment had nothing to do with a football stadius
so the Senate, with her vote included, had to turn down this

amendment. She has assured me that she finds abortion personally

o/t;
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.abhoxr-—<. She b  also told.me she bel  res the subject is
one that is a proper subject for legislation. She cannct, as
I o 1 TS “ix 7 C  t,gobey s " s ce-
anything she says in advance of appointment
could later be used to disqualify her from hearing certain
cases on the basis of being biased or prejudiced.

My position has not changed. I consider the unborn child a
1living human being, and an abortion is the taking of a human
life. This, in my view, can only be justified, as it always
has been within cur tradition, in defense of the mother's

life. I'appreciate your giving me this opportunity to respond,
and 1 hope that the truth will eventually triumph. I have full
confidence in Mrs. 0'Connor, in her qualifications, and in her
philosophy.

Best regards,

Mr. Harold O.J. Brown

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
2065 Half Day Road

Deerfield, Illinois 60015
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As one who supported you in '76 as well as in 1980, and who would
have supported you in '72 had that been realistically possible, I feel that
I may address you from a friendly position, not in an adversary role.

I fear that the 0'Connor.nomination may have very serious repercussions
on your ability to call upon the confidence and trust of many of those who ~
have bee your most enthus1ast1c supporters. . If this materializes, it will
adversely affect your ability to lead the American people down the difficult
road that we must take if the Republic is to survive. Quite apart from
the pro-life issue, I feel that it is my duty to warn you that, whatever
its true merits, the 0'Connor nomination runs the risk of disillusioning
many peoble.

. This afternoon Ed Thomas of Councillor Meese's office, was good

enough to discuss the matter with me for twenty minutes or so. When I

told him that--without exaggeration--news of Mrs. 0'Connor's appointment

. ' was greel 1 in my circles--ordinary evangelical and fundamentalist Chris-
tians, almost to a man your enthusiatic supporters--with mingled rage
and deéspair, he wanted to know if, or to what extent, we had been provoking
them with hasty and inaccurate analysis and suspicions. I am sorry to
have to tell you that that was a widespread, spontaneous reaction not
provoked by large doses of propaganda.

. Accepting as I did Mr. Thomas' assurances that you would not and
could not be deceived on so important an issue as the sanctity of life,
I still posed to him the question of how the evangelical-fundamentalist
community that is so important to you can be reassured. Mr. Thomas seemed
to feel t t this community consists of volatile voters who have only
momentarily flocked to you but will turn against you on the slightest
pretext. I think that that is a misunderstanding; basically they are
heart and soul with you and want to believe in your evident personal
integrity. However, the Supreme Court, which has not only given us
abortion on demand and bussing, but also has removed the Bible, prayer,
and the Ten Commandments from the lives of America's public school
children, is the institution of the greatest symbolic importance in
our country. To appoint a person of unclear record or questionable
convictior to the Supreme Court, or even one incorrectly perceived in
such a way, must inevitably have terrible repercussions. I would deeply
regret the wounding or cr1pp]1ng of your administration, in my conviction
America's last hope to survive the century, by a m1sunderstand1ng In fact
I would re -et its crippling for any reason whatsoever. But I don't think
that it is unrealistic to suggest to you that that is precisely what may
happen.

A you are unable to accept The Reconstruction from me in per: 1,
I sincerely hope that you will be able to take my comments seriously. It is
important for you to do something tangible to reassure your conservative
Christian supporters that you are still the same Ronald Reagan they
trust and love. This may seem impertinent to say, but nevertheless I
think it is necessary. I would suggest that you seek out and take some
c]ear initiative--auite apart from anythinag to do with Judge O'Connor--
Coowilh owow th o oar ~tior  and g« Is remain unchanged. this
seems suj  ‘Tuous or unnecessary to you, take a look at II Kings 5:13.
Dr. C. Everett Koop could suggest a measure that would do the job. So
could I. May God bless you, and direct you.
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Ii identally, Mr. Thomas suggested that people should wait until

Mrs. 0'Cc 1or's Senate hearings before forming a definitive opinion. The
more balanced will be willing to do this. But those things are complicated,
and most :ople will not understand what is involved. For this reason I

do urge you, as soon as possible and without delay, to do something that
will show that your commitmerfs and priorities remain as sound as they

were they day of your election. Trust is an invaluable commodity. I

think th: you are the first president in my memory to enjoy such a

portion ¢ 1it. Please do all that you can to conserve it; it is vital

for the success or your work, and hence of our country.

Sii:::zﬁi)yours,

yérold 0. (J/B

cc: Ed Thomas
HOJB/self




































page four
Time is of the es =nce.

The United States Justice Foundation | SJF) Board
of Directors has opened a bold new project to hold Kennedy
accountable for Chappaquiddick. It's called: "PROJECT:
End Kennedy's Chappaquiddick Cover Up".

But I must raise $13,400 in the next . days to get
"PROJECT: End Kennedy's Chappaquiddick Cov r Up" going now.

Will you help me end Kennedy's Chappaquiddick cover up
by mailing $15, $25, $50 or even $100 or more to me at the

’ e

United Stztes uUStl”G Foundaticn ‘UZ73 7
11 ed your help ri ' away. Today if vou c¢zn.

Or else you and I will never know the truth about
Ted Kennedy and happaquiddick.

Ted Kennedy 1s not above the law.

I need your contribution to help end Kennedy's
sappeyuiddick cover up.

'u.

Wi<* Justice fcor All,

/ q{"'i i ] i
Gary G. Kreep
Executive Director

GGK:mdb

P.S. Now you c: help get to the truth about Ted Kennedy
and Mary Jo Kopechne's death at Chay aquiddick...
if you'll help "PROJECT: End Kennedy's Chappaquiddick
Cover Up" today.
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on appeal, the government argued that the College was subject
to Title IX based upon enrollment of students receiving Basic
Educational Opportunity Grants, often referred to as Pell grant;.
However, the government stated in its brief that the Department of
Education no longer contests the district court's conclusion that
GSLs are contracts of insurance or guaranty. Since acguiescence
on that issue means that there is no threat that the Department will
terminate GSLs used by students at Grove City College, and hence
that there is no live controversy between the parties on that issue,
the government did not discuss GSLs in its brief. I have lodged a
copy of our brief with the Subcommitee.

The second way in which the Department of Justice has been
involved in the GSL issue is under Executive Order 12250 which
delegates to the Attorney General the function vested in the
President by Section 902 of Title IX relating to approval of federal
agency regulations. The Attorney General has, in turn, delegated
that function to the Assistant Attorney General of the Civil Rights
pivision. Pursuant to E.O. 12250, the Department of Education
submitted a proposal to me prior to the filing of the government's

brief in the Grove City case, indicating an intention to modify its

regulations under Title IX, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,

and Section 504 of the ! naabilitation Act of 1973 conc¢ :cnii WE g

of GSLs.
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Given the Department of Education's expressed desire to change
the regulations, I was faced with a litigative decision whether to
appeal the portion of the district court's decision holding that gua-
ranteed student loans are within the exemption for contracts of
insurance or guaranty or to follow the wishes of my client to accede
to that holding. My decision to go along with my client's position
was made on several bases. First, this is not an area in which the
law is settled. There is no prior case law on what constitutes a
contract of insurance or guaranty, the legislative history of
Title IX is silent on the question, and, while the legislative
history of Title VI discusses some examples of contracts which
would be within the analogous statutory exemption, it does not
specifically address contracts similar to GSLs. Second, because we
were t <ing the position in our brief that Basic Educational
Opportunity Grants (Pell Grants) are federal financial assistance
to the college, the government's interests in the litigation against
Grove City College were adequately protected.

I view the merits of the question as still open, however,
since I still have under advisement proposals by the Department of
Education addressing possible regulatory changes in this area. The
matter is being carefully considered by members of my staff, and I

would be reluctant to discuss the 1le is "rar- ¢t 77 whi®
it is till unde¢ . sul ission pursuant to E.O. 12250. Hov ver, if
I can answer any questions you may have concerning the process of

review under E.O. 12250 or concerning the action taken in Grove City,

I v 11 be happy to do so.

DOJ-1982-05
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Will the real friends of Associate
Justice Sandra Day ’Connor
please stand up?
"One very reat ‘but’ mwnsmcuous
friend seated with the O'Connor

S

family throughout the Senate con-' .

firmation hearings was dJo No

head of volunteers in the Phoe x.

chapter of Planned .
Norris and JuStice O’Connor
been good fri :

g
know each other through their com--

munity activities. In fact, the jus-
tice’s husband, John O’Connor, has

. emceed - two fund-raisers for Lo
. Phoenix chapter of Planned Parent-

hood, and her sister, Ann Day Al-
exander, “serves on
Planned Parenthood in "1'ucson.

“My ‘friendship with Sandra .
“O'Connor is strictly pi :
‘not. include any third-party relation-
ship to Planned Parenthood,” says.

Norris, who returns to Washington, -
in late October for a national con- -
ference of the pro- chonce orgamza- '

tion. - - _

A few hours befc  his successor
was sworn in at the Supreme Court,
former associate - justice. Potter
Stewart was taking a voice test for

. his next “career,” that of a reader for

Recordings for the Blind Inc.
He jokes that his only other brush
with yoicg_ work was years ago as a

board of

nal. It does:
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