Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files

Folder Title: Department of Health and
Human Services (5 of 6)

Box: 6

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/diqgital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/


https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 22, 1981

To: Red Cavaﬁey

FROM: Morton Blackwell

I would like to send this memo to
Secretary Schweiker but want to clear

it with you before doing so.

Is that ok?







-

EYES ONLY

MEMORAND UM

TO: David Newhall, III
FROM: Warren Richardson

SUBJECT: My Tenure with the Liberty Lobby (1969-73)

In response to your request for additional information
focuslng on the nature an length of my service with Liberty
Lobby as chief lobbyist, the following facts, statements and

sequence of events are presented.

Pirst, I condemn unequivocally the anti-Jewish and racist
actions of the Liberty Lobby and some of itc employees and
officers. I find morally repugnant thelr statements, publications
and views-—expressed or unexpressed--which are anti-Jewish,
anti-black or discriminatory in any way to any group by
virtue of race, color, creed or national origin. I never at any
time personally subscribed to those views; nor did I assist in

any way 1n thelr preparation or dissemination.

Racist and discriminatory views divide and detract from any
society, and the anti-Jewlsh and racist actions of the Liberty
not ¢ Ly
reprehensible, they undermine public confildence 1ln legitimate

conservative policies advocated by responsible organizations.
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My tenure at the Liberty Lobby occured during a period or
financially stressful family circumstances. While I liave
reflected 1In the eight years since quitting that I should have
resigned promptly upon learning of actions and views there
which I found personally abhorrent, the fact is I did not. In

retrosect it became clear to me long ago that it was wrong not

to have qult earlier. I apologize for my inaction to all who
have felt the vicious racist and ethnic stings ol the. Llberty
Lobby. I never participated 1iIn those Liberty Lobby activities.

I never agreed with them. I found them then, as I do now, to ‘

be vile.

In September 1968, my 14 year-old daughter enrolled at
the University of Maryland. DBecause she lived at home anu was
not of driving age, I had to take her to anu [rom college
virtually every day. In February 1969, my wife, daughter
and two sons were Involved 1n a serious automobile accldent
necessitating five major operatlons, three on the spine, on

my wife over the next seven years. The medical costs were

massive.

At that time, I was Comptroller of a small home con-

struction firm near my Maryland home and had been seeking to

re—-enter tI rol 1.

¢ :ident : L. _ed our need. I learned of the job opening
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at Liberty Lobby (paying 50% more than my current salavry,) anua
applied knowing nothing more about the organization's activities
than its general conservative stance and opposition to American

involvement in Vietnam.

Following my interview, I was presented a copy of the
booklet "The How" (which you have seen) setting forth the
then current legislative program of the Liberty Lobby which
I would be responsible for pursuing. It did not contain any
of the racist or anti~Jewish views or goals which I later found
to be a part of Liberty Lobby activities or those of some officers

or employees.

The first day on the job I was asked if I objected to using
the title General Counsel since I am an attorney. I did not
object provided my function of being chief lobbylist remained
unchanged. Throughout my tenure I functioned as a technical
professional employee. I did not participate 1in policy makilng
nor did I perform 1In the "tradltional" mode of counsel. The
Liberty Lobby used outside counsel from time to time as they

saw £1t and that counsel did not, as a rule, operate under my

supervision.

ATter some time on the job I discovered that some of the
employees 1d off :ers hel whe I consider to be anti-Jewilsh
and raclist views. Of course, the wise and principled action

would have been to resign, but at that time, I felt the pressing
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needs of my family were compelling. Without the promise of
another position~-although I did begin to search--I detvermined

I must hold on to what I had.

In September 1971, my 13 year-old son also entered the
University of Maryland giving me two non-driving children to
take to and from college on a daily basis. That restriction
limited the Jjob opportunities I could pursue since my employers
at Liberty Lobby allowed me the flexible work schedule necessary
to meet this need but few prospective new employers could be

expected to do so.

When my daughter received her second degree in June 1973 and
went to work 1n Takoma Park, she began to assume an increasing

share of the burden of driving her brother to the University.

One month later, in July 1973, I resigned [rom the Liberty
Lobby to become a lobbyist for a trade association in Washington,
D.C. In the eight years since, I have not had any deallngs
with the Liberty Lobby and, I believe, have proven myself to be

a capable, professional lobbyist of high integrity.

I believe a lobbyist's greatest asset is his reputation
for honesty and fair dealings. I trust that this revelation

T 11 ar - o« a¢ 3 surl ndiir my 1 1ul £ ti

Liberty Lobby will enlighten those for whom it 1s of interest.



April 19, 1981

Mr, David Newhall III

Executive Assistant to the Secretary/
Executive Secretary of the Department
Department of Health & Human Services
Suite 606-G

200 Independence Avenue, S,W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Mr. Newhall:

I write this as an American Jew and a friend of Warren Richardson
and to express my strong disagreement with the allegations of anti-Semitism
made against Warren Richardson as reported in the Washington Post of
April 17, 1981,

At the outset, I would stress that as a Jew, I have known anti-Semites
and experienced their hatred first hand. I have known Warren Richardson
for over 25 years (since December 1955) and state that Warren has never by
word or deed shown or expressed anti-Semitism. On the contrary,

Warren Richardson is one of the most fair-minded, objective persons
I have known.

This 1s not to say that Warren and I agree about everything. On the
contrary, we have argued together, disagreed in certaln areas, and agreed
in others. But never has there been acrimony or hatred shown by Warren
and I have always considered him a friend.

During the period December 1955 through September 1959, Warren and I,
as attorneys at the General Accounting Office, were close. We ate lunch
together, had many talks on life, religion, raising children, and almost
any other subject that close friends discuss., Warren is a man of strong
convictions, but even if you disagree with him (as I did on some matters),
you recognize him as an honest, straightforward person. As a political
liberal I saw this in Warren's conservatism.

Qur contacts have not been restricted to the office. Warren and his
wife, Nancy and myself and my wife have socialized together. In fact,
1 ¥ m son i ' " s (circumcision
( r ) ed in o
the act of an anti-Semite.



" "Mr. David Newhall III
April 19, 1981
Page Two

And so, as a matter of consclence, I have written this on my
Passover and Warren's Easter to refute the allegations of anti-Semitism
against Warren Richardson, These allegations have no basis in substance
or fact,

Sincerely yours,

) : g
\:ijLorv¢4i & /i*vex/\#——~

Irwin Richman
10831 Margate Rd.
Silver Spring, Md. 20901



ALBERT A. RAPOF T
ATTORNEY AT LAw
SuilTeE 70t
2025 Evye STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

(202) 783 -1140

April 19, 1981

Mr. David Newhall III

Executive Assistant to the Secrctary/
Executive Secretary of the Department
Department of Health & Human Services
Suite 606~G

200 Independence Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20201

Dear Mr. Newhall:

As an American citizen of Jewish descent, I could not think
of anyone I would rather have as the Assistant Secretary for Legis-
lation than Mr. Warren Richardson.

Today's story in The Washington Post by Spencer Rich is out-
rageous. His story in Friday's edition of the Post was no bettcer.
The gist of the allegations is that Mr. Warren Richardson is anti-
Semitic and, therefore, unfit for public.office. I cdnsider the
charge absolutely false, and I object to the methods which have
becen utilized to smear him.

I am an American of the Jewish faith. In the past, I have
been a member of B'nai B'rith, B'rith Sholom, and the Jewish War
Veterans. Because of my background, education, and practice as
a lawyer for over 27 years, I feel well-qualified to judge whether
a person is anti-Semitic or not. Anti-Semitism is a condition of
a person's character. It cannot be imputed. It either exists, or
it doesn't exist.

Warren is not anti-Semitic in any way, shape or form. This
judgment is based on the many years I have known him as a friend,
and to be a sensitive human being. We met in September of 1951,
at law school in Washington, D. C. Warren and I went to classcs
, . LT : - - S - S i
and tramily gatherings. During all of these years, 1 have never
heard Warren utter an anti-Semitic remark; tell a racist story of
any kind; or speak unfcelingly of a pecrson, beccause of his racc,
religion, or national origin. You can understand my sensc of




Mr. David Newhall III
.April 19, 1981
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outrage at seeing groundless allegations that Warren is anti-
Semitic. The only obvious thing to be gleaned from these Post
articles is that Warren is being used as a political football for
the selfish interests of others, rcgardless of consequences to a
really decent human being, and his family. Is it any wonder that
we have difficulty in getting the best people for government ser-
vice when they have to bear unfounded slings and arrows?

I am indignant that this is a media smear campaign, using
innuendo to achieve a political purpose. In Friday's article,
Post writer Rich quotes Nathan Perlmutter that he "believes" that
Libcrty Lobby was anti-Semitic for the last 20 years. So what?
The critical issue is whether Warren is anti-Semitic!

Today's Post articlce of Sunday, April 19th, is morc of the
same. Mr, Rich refers to code words which I have never heard.
Warren was probably just as surprised to learn that he spoke some
kind of code lancuage not taugint us at law school.

Warren and I were in law school during the McCarthy era. Wwe
were almost alone in our opposition to McCarthyism. In the after-
class discussions and arguments, which are so much a part of the
law school expeivience, Warren and I would go agailnst as many as

15 to 20 other students, expressing our immense distaste for Sena-
tor McCarthy's tactics. How ironic that one of the great anti-
McCarthy debaters 1s now being subjected to "McCarthyism" by the
very institution which deplored that reprehensible tactic! If
Warren's nomination is stopped because of guilt by association, I
shall be in the forefront of a defense committee, organized to
stop this terrible disease of McCarthyism, which I thought had
been done away with years ago.

Another innuendo which I object to strongly in the Rich arti-
cles, is that Warren should have somehow silenced others from
voicing their opinions. During our law school years, both in and
out of classes (and particularly during the McCarthy debates),
Warren reminded us that we are not entitled to freedom of speech
if we deny it to others. It is entirely within Warren's character
to let others say wh: 2ver suits their fancy.

It . Ly ._ t We ] - L] L
type, who cared about the problems of people. In nearly thirty
years of our knowing each other, and discussing matters ranging
from politics, to religion, to sports, to social problems and
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foreign affairs, Warren has never expressed an extremlist view;
on the contrary, they are balanced, rational and moderate.

Respectfully yours,
P )

: c . S ro / . / 7 .
, / ;o4 \'/ /", i . A pa
4 4 Va .

Albert A. Rapoport
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June 12, 1981

See Attached List
Chai;; Interagency Work Grou

A
of WEALTY
' 7,

K)

Note to:
From :
Work Group Meeting
The next meeting of the Interagency Work Group is scheduled
iH Building,
Your attendance

Subject:

for Friday, June 19 at 10:00 a.m. in room 722A,
200 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
at this meeting is particularly encouraged as we will be honored
by the visit to the Work Group of the Australian Minister of
Veterans' Affairs and there are several important items on the

agenda.
The tentative agenda for the meeting is as follows:

1. Report from the Science Panel, including a review
of all ongoing activities.
Overview report from the Veterans Administration

2.
on its activities.

Overview report from the Defense Department on its

3.
activities.

Discussion with the Australian Minister of Veterans'
Affairs, including a review of the Australian program

of Agent Orange=related research.

4.
S. Review of congressional activities.
6. Discussion of future Work Group plans.
>t er 2 any é¢__it_ons to ¢
agenda to Leslie Platt (245-7542) by c.o.b., Wednesday, June 17,
1981. Also, please notify Mr. Platt if you will be unable to

attend.



Interagency Work Group Representatives

br. John A. Moore
:puty Director, National
Toxicology Program
P.O. Box 12233 _
Res. Triangle Park, N.C. 27709

Dr. David Rall

Director, National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences
,0. Box 12233

Res. Triangle Park, N.C. 27709

Dr. Patricia A. Honchar

EIS Officer

NIOSH
ert A. Taft Laboratories
17 Columbia Pkwy.
1icinnati, Ohio 45226

1 Abbott
jram Analyst
-Division of Legislative
Analysis
uilding l-Room 207
Bethesda, Maryland 20205

Dr. Harold Margulies

S] :cie stant for
wvironmental Affairs

OASH Parklawn Bldg. Rm 9A55

5600 Fishers Lane

F «wville, Maryland 20857

t E. Coy (02)
g General Counsel
rans Administration

/lermont Avenue, N.W.
ington, D. C. 20420

(C

: General Counsel
Veterans Administration
310 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
vnashington, D. C. 20420

2 0'Connell
icy Coordinator
)S/ES
635G
iHH Building

Dr. William J. Jacoby, Jr. (10-A)
peputy Chief Medical Director
Veterans Administration

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20420

Dr. Barclay Shepard (102)
Special Assistant to the
Chief Medical Director
Veterans Administration
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20420

Dr. Clark W. Heath, Jr.
Director, Chronic

Disease Division
Center for Disease Control
Chamblee Facility
1600 Clifton Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Captain Peter Flynn
Special Assistant

for Professional Activities
OASD (Health Affairs)
Room 3El182, Pentagon
Washington, D. C. 20301

Dr. Philip C. Kearney

Chief, Pesticide Degradation Lab
U.S. Department of Agriculture
BARC-West

Building 050-Room 100 :
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

Dr. Jerome G. Bricker
Special Assistant for Legislation
OASD (Health Affairs)
Room 3E182, Pentagon

‘Washington, D. C. 20301

Major pPhillip G. Brown

Asst. for Bioenvironmental
Engineering

USAF/SGES

Bolling Alir Force Base

Washington, D. C. 20232

Dr. Michael Gough

Office ¢_ _=2chr lc_rs ?
United States Congress
Washington, D. C. 20007




dr. David Logan

Research and Medical Officer
JA, Room N-3656

200 Constit :=ion Avenue, N.W. ’
hington, D. C. 20210

5t phen Mallinger
Industrial Hygienist
JSHA-OSC
oom N-3603 |
' 0 Constitution Avenue, N.W. _ |
vashington, D. C. 20210
|
)r. Peter Beach
dJirector, Ve;grans Affairs

JHHS
jeporters Building
loom 623

i & D Street, S.W.
i aington, D. C. 20201 . ;

Jacky Simon

lawn Building ;

5600 Fishers Lane 5
} :ville, Maryland 20857
>)r. Donald Barnes i
ffice of Pesticides and

Toxic Substances
snvironmental Sciences /
snvironmental Protection Agency

1 M Street, S.W. ‘
vashington, D.C. 20460

faj. Gen. William S. Augerson, MC, USA
: 1ty Asst. Secretary of Defense ~
(Health Resources and Programs)

oom 3E334, Pentagon

lashington, D. C. 20301

)r. Denis 1 _:°r

\ssociate Director for Human

esources and Social Services

yffice of Science & Technology Policy

33 cutive Office of the President

un. 360, Old Executive Office Bldg. ‘
shington, D. C. 20500 i














































































