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MEMORANDUM ' E]

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 9, 1981

TO: Diana Lozano

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell

Here are "scrapbook type" clippings relating to the role
played by Howard Phillips and Paul Weyrich in convincing
conservative religious leaders to become active in the
public policy process.

Prior to the work of Weyrich and Phillips it was only
liberal religious leaders who, in substantial numbers,
believed it was part of their role to involve their
congregations in civic affairs.








































between 4 ana 4.0 million represent
the mother lode, in the form of poten-
tially solid contributors. If the lun-
guage of Viguerie’s letters is some.
what fevered and his allegations pre-
posterous, this is apparently what is
called for; the money keeps rolling
in. Viguerie shares ownership of any
new list he generates on his clients’
behalf, and he reserves the right 1o
rent it out to others. A Viguerie-soli-
cited contributor to the war chest of,
say, Sen. Jesse Helms can therefore
relax in the confident expectation that
he will not lack for future mail alert-
ing him to fresh dangers to the repub-
lic. (And fresh saviors of it.)

Viguerie’s letters are nothing if not
entertaining; they not only preach
blood and battle, but they express a
keen appreciation of the recipient’s
worth, For example, a missive written
over the signature of Sen. Gordon
Humphrey, the former airline copilot
from New Hampshire, contains a spe-
cial “numbered report” that is “for
your eyes only.” The recipient is, of
course, one of a “limited number of
leading conservatives across the coun-
try”; in addition to the special report,
he gets a sticker to peel off a  alfix
to a return-reply memo that assures
Senator Huinphrey that the informa-
tion has not fallen into the wrong
hands. The letter, a mild one by Vigue-
rie standards, goes on to describe
Senators Church, McGovern, and Cul-
ver as dangerous radicals, Senator
Bayh as an extremist, and Senator
Cranston as a staunch ally of demonic
Big Labor. (Big Labor is always capi-
talized in these undertakings. Big busi-
ness is never mentioned at all.) In
the interest of verisimilitude, Viguerie
has installed a machine that puts the
stamps on crooked, as though a person
had done it by hand.

While Viguerie’s efficiency is a by-
word, there exists a scintilla of doubt
whether his clients always get what
they bargained for. Viguerie takes the
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gets the names. In any such solicita.
tion, a 2 percent return is considered
golden; it pays the cost of the mailing.
It is then tine to start mining for
some real money, hitting up the same
2 percent for further contributions,
and it is here that Viguerie works his
creative gimmicks. His pitch now be-
comes fine tuned, based on the acute
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RaZ h Musto
48%
$298,699

Ed Beard
45%
$167,559

John Brademas
45%
$§744,068

Bob Carr
49%
$146,725

Archie Baumann
47%
$188,181
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Steve Gardner
43%
$138,074

Bill Burlison
45%
$210,444
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$153,539

Tom Ashley
40%
$254,2.1%

James Nelligan
52%
$120,366

Clauc 1e Scineider
55%

289,937

John Hiler
559
$407,979

Jim Dunn
51%
$345,127

Vin Weber
53%
$498, 3|

Wendell Bailey
57%
$254,341

Bi1ill Emerson
55%
$282,4¢
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Nonetheless, the hearings have ended all the talk that -.§
- the former admiral would be an Alabama Joe McCarthy. . i
+ Dismissal by liberals has not changed Denton's per- -
. ception of himself as a politician of consequence, Neith-
(,( er has the admission by Pay] Weyrich, one of the more
K influenual leaders of the New Right, that he has been
ppointed in Denton’s impact in the Senate. . -« ;-7
"¥] have been somewhat disappointed that he has not .
becoma the force I thought he would be,” Weyrich said. 3
I think I underestimated the difficulty of entenng the :
. Senate without any prior political experience.” - ' "~
;.. There have been a few raised eyebrows in Moral Ma- -
JJority circles as the word has gotten around that Dentoxr .
-.‘,;' jatks like a sailor on occasion and enjdys a drink. 4 5%
.. More than that, when he gets away from pro-life,
pro -family issues, Denton is in many ways different
*from the Protestant ﬁmdamentalists who make up the
_ backbone of hissupport.' ' - :
“Though hé has made remarks’ that brought accusa-
‘ tions of racism, even his bitterest political opponents
-Bconcede that on racial matters he is a genuine moderate : NS
", with personal feeling for minorities. Indeed,. he has &¥
"t ¢hided the Moral Majonty for not doing more to brmg m
_cblacks and Jews. .
'1..He told The Times t.hat he a.lso has doubts about the
s propriety of the Moral Majority involving itself in politi-
‘cal issues'such as the Panama Canal treaties and the .
. basing mode for the new MX missile system. “To me,”
_.he said, “those are areas in which they are getting out. of
‘. place, and I find that unfortunate.” .
'f But Denton emphasized that, “On balance, 1 approve‘
1 of the input the Moral Majority is trying to make. [am ™.:
!uppornve of the general thrust of what it is all about. _ .
tReporting my criticism of them is all right with me as
) 3long as Jerry Falwell and those people can read through -
cit. and accept my explanation of what really happened.”
i At -Spring Hill College in Mobile, where Denton .
‘gserved on the staff immediately after his retirement
-from the Navy, Father Paul '1‘1pton waits for the real -
Jeretmah Denton to emerge. ¥
gecr The Moral Majority adopted him * t.he prlest saxd., R
‘.“'he didn’t adopt them.
“People are going o be shacked When his’ voting rec- -
“ord emerges. On many socxal issues, he is golng to be on K
'the opposite gide.,” - - - =

e g

aRudy Abrammuo a Timentaff writer.
b\Lﬁ \ l-.. ,c-' AH.-A ,I.i“‘_ !






