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William D. D'Onofrio - President, NANS

Mr. James A. Venema - Board Member, NANS

Mrs. Kaye C. Cook - Secretary, NANS

Mr. Clarence B. Randall, Jr. - NANS Washington lobbyist

Mr Gayle Taylor - NANS affiliate head from Missouri
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having the Pre~*dent hear our concerns directly on this cruc il
domestic issue.

{ President
1 1borhood Schools, Ir ,













































THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 23, 1981

TO: Red

FROM: Morton

Please forward this to Fred Fielding
and Herb Ellingwood.

Thank you.

;iaﬁ//”‘)/A

.



MEMORANDUM

THE WIHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 23, 1981

O: Fred Fielding
FROM: Morton Blackwell 4??
VIA: Elizabeth H. Dole
RE: Busing

The National Association for Neighborhood Schools and other
activists in the highly organized anti-busing community have

. asked repeatedly for an Administration briefing on our policy
regarding school busing.

I understand that you and Ed Harper are working on a policy
statement for the Administration regarding policy on anti-busing
legislation. That statement will be a good basis for ouf dis-
cussions with the anti-busing leaders. The NANS group has asked
for ‘a meeting with Mr. Meese, and we will schedule a meeting for
them, if not with Mr. Meese then with others.

There is, of course, another major aspect of this issue, namely
the Justice Department position relating to busing. Justice has
a mixed record on this subject but appears to have shifted its
views recently. I believe that a briefing paper prepared by the
Justice Department on this subject would be highly useful in

our relationship with this important group. This is an issue

on which public opinion is overwhelmingly on one side. Since

it appears that we are adopting policies much more to the liking
of these people, this appears to be an excellent time to expand
communications with the anti-busing groups.

Would you please request the appropriate people in the Justice
Department to prepare a position paper for use in our discussions
with these organizations? The paper could either be a memorandum
for use only by Administration briefers or it could be a
document suitable for dissemination. Either way, we need some

n C -l 1
these grass-roots activists.

cc. Herb Ellingwood
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March 23, 1981

;16156

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I have received a request from the Ohio office of
the National Association for Neighborhood Schools. My
constituents have asked me to convey to you their desire
to have you meet with top officials of NANS to discuss the
busing issue. This is a dedicated group of concerned
cif :ens and I would recommend your meeting with them.

Mrs. Joyce Haws of the NANS Coi inication Office,
3905 Muriel Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, would be happy to
provide any additional information you deem necessary.

I appreciate your considerationjof this request.

Very sincerjely yours,

. Metzenbaum
ited States Senator

HMM:sc
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X
Ms. Kaye C. Cook
Secretary
National Association for
Neighborhood Schools, Inc.
1879 Cedar Willow Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43229

Dear Ms. Cook:

The White House has referred to me a copy of your January 27 letter
to President Reagan.

I regret that the President's $chedule is such that he is unable to
meet with the National Association for Neighborhood Schools, Inc. at
this time; but, as you can imagine, the demands on his time are
enormous.

Within the Department of Education I am finding much of my own time
consumed with budget matters, Congressional hearings, organizational
structure and the day-to-day management of the Department. However,

if you and the other members of your Association feel that a meeting
with me would be helpful, I would be pleased to spend some time with
you. The best way to arrange such a meeting would be for you either
to write or telephone my Scheduling Director, Ms. Sue Delaney. She
can be reached by telephone at 202/472-5640, or by letter at Room 4181,
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202.

Thank you for taking time to write to President Reagan requesting the
meeting and letting him know of your support. I look forward to m¢ ting
with representatives of your organization if you decide that would be
helpful.

Sincerely,

W

T.H. 1




THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202 F

March 10, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL
SUBJECT: Scheduling Request

X
Attached is a copy of my letter to Ms. Kaye Cook, Secretary of the
National Association for Neighborhood Schools, Inc., who had written
to the President requesting an appointment for represent: ivi of
her group. I will let you know if we do indeed meet.

Y

T.H. Bell

attachment

cc: Craig Fuller






THE WHIT_ HOUSE

WASHINGTON

DM

- feb C, ayl
TERI L H. BELL
GREGORY J. NEWELL
CRAIG FUI1 :

SCHEDULING REQUEST

' [E ATTACHED REQUEST FOR A MEETING WITH THE PRESID T
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

NEIGIBO X0I S, BAS  EN REGRETTED, AND IS
FORYIRRDED IX )R WHATEVER DISPOSIT]  YOU MAY -
DEEM AP f

PLEASE ADVISE THIS OFFICE OF ANY ACTION ) | TAKE
ON THIS REQUEST. )












November 17, 1981 W

at
MEMORANDUM FOR RED CAVANEY
FROM: RICHARD A. HAUSER
SUBJECT: Letter dated September 24, 1981 from

Bradford Reynolds to Morton Blackwell

The above-referenced letter sets forth the Administration's
position on the subject of busing. I would not disseminate
the letter; however, it would not be inappropriate for you

to adopt the substance of the letter for wider distribution
bearing in mind the constraints of the anti-lobbying laws.
Because Brad Reynold's words were carefully chosen and in
many instances constitute words of art, you should be careful
not to deviate from the policy statements as set forth in

the letter.

I have requested the Department of Justice to forward
Brad's testimony before the Subcommittee on Separation of
Powers, Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate on
October 16, 1981 concerning desegregation of public schools
and the use of forced busing. I will provide you with
copies of that te :imony upon its arrival.



MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD

NOV 17 1981
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 14, 1981

HAUSER

FROM: RED CAVANEYWMM\

SUBJECT: Attached Draft

Attached is an earlier
of our office, by Brad
great deal of pressure
busing than we have in

Brad has suggested the

statement provided to Morton Blackwell,
Reynolds at Justice. We are under a
to put forth more on the subject of
the past.

attached. I would appreciate your

review of this and advice as to when and in what form we might

use the attached.

Thank you.

\

et e
et



U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

September 24, 1981

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

I understand that you have requested a brief statement
of current Department of Justice policy in school cases.

Our policy in the educational area is representative
of civil rights policy generally. This Department is committed
to the vigorous and forceful enforcement of the laws in
all civil rights areas, including school desegregation,
At the same time, we do not intend to continue some of the
practices of prior administrations in the remedial phase of
litigation. The government's proper role as an advocate of
civil rights enforcement is not to insist upon overbroad
class remedies aimed at trying to restructure social patterns
rather than remedy specific violations. We should seek through
the courts measured relief that is tailored to redress the
actual violation and any injury actually suffered by
ideutifiable victims of past discrimination on the basis
of race, color, sex or national origin. To this end, we
will, in school cases as in all other cases handled by
this Division, refrain from seeking race-conscious or
sex—conscious remedies solely for the purpose of achieving
a particular racial balance in the classroom. T UOR .

Reference to Attorney General William French Smith's
address before the American Law Institute in May of this
year is an appropriate starting point in explaining our
cur1 1t civil rights policy. He there stat 1 that:

It is basic to the very idea of : :rica
that discrimination on the basis of race
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nust be eliminated and the effects of
prior discrimination must be effectively
remedied. In both respects, the history
of government action has been less than
satisfactory.

For most of our life as a Nation, govern-
ment has differentiated between individ-
uals on the basis of race. First, to
further segregation. Later, to remedy
segregation and its effects. 1In both
instances, discrimination by government
on the basis of race has divided our
people and retarded the development of

a just society. The ideals of America
require that, one day, all government
action must be color-blind. When that
day comes, the injuries to individuals
would be redressed by government on the
basis of the actual deprivations suffered
by the affected individuals. Ultimately,
in a just society, government must not
require either racial balance or racial
separation -- and government must not
guarantee any individual a result based
upon his or her race. -

Consistent with this overarching philosophy, the Depart-
ment will, on a finding by a court of de jure segregation
of the public schools, insist upon a desegregation remedy
that includes the following three components: (1) removal
of all state-enforced barriers to open access to public
schools, (ii) insurance that all children are provided equal
opportunities to obtain a quality education regardless of
race, and (iii) any appropriate individual relief.

Mandatory transportation of students is not a remedy
that the Department of Justice believes has addressed the
above needs in a meaningful way in past years. The Attorney .
General commented on this in his May speech as follows: =~ =~

The results of studies aimed at determining
the benefits of busing to educational
achievement are at hest mixed. Some studies
} I .

( Le o
have positive effects on achievement and
that other considerations are more likely

to produce significant positive influences.
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In addition, in many communities where
courts have implemented busing plans,
resegregation has occurred. In some
instances upwardly mobile whites and
blacks have merely chosen to leave the
urban environment. In other instances,

a concern for the quality of the schools
their children attend has caused parents
to move beyond the reach of busing
orders. Other parents have chosen to
enroll their children in private schools
that they consider better able to provide
a quality education. The desertion of
our cities' school systems has sometimes
eliminated any chance of achieving racial
balance even if intra—-city busing were
ordered.

All of these considerations point to the
need for more innovative and practical
approaches to achieve equal education
opportunity. Mandatory busing is not

an effective educational remedy, and in
many cases it has also proven counter-—
productive. -

The Department is currently working on the development
of such new approaches. No single factor provides the
answer; nor does there seem to be a particular combination
of factors that offers the perfect formula for all cases.
But some elements of a desegregation plan that seem to
hold out promise for success include: voluntary student
transfer programs; magnet schools; enhanced curriculum
requirements; faculty incentives; school closings where
there is excess capacity and new construction im an over-
crowded school system; some adjustments to district lines;
and alteration of existing feeder patterns.

The watchword in selecting any or all of the above
components —-- or indeed resorting to others that may be
suggested -—- is equal educational opportunity. We want
to be certain, whatever the ultimate racial composition
in the classroom, that all students attending public schools,
regardless of race, color or ethnic bacltl :ound, will have

op] B ty o ive a comparable quality € 1catic .
We are e concerned, quite simply, with student education
than we are with student relocation. Using the best
educational minds available, our school desegregation
plans will be drawn to reflect that concern.
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Pursuant to the Department's civil rights policies,
we are overseeing the development of a school plan in
Chicago that will enhance educational opportunities for
all students; have participated in a satisfactory resolution
of the Marshall, Texas, school case; and are working in a
cooperative effort with several other districts on curing
violations without unnecessarily disrupting the neighborhood
school system. This change of position from prior adminis-
trations is reflected perhaps most pointedly im our recent
memorandum filed with the Supreme Court in Seartrle v. Wachinaran,
No. 81-9 (September 10, 1981). The Departmeur. ruere has
argued that a state-wide initiative favoring neighborhood
schools over mandatory student transportation should be
upheld as constitutional (contrary to the Department's
position in the lower courts arguing against the constitu-
tionality of the initiative).

One final element of the Department's school policy
deserves attention before closing. A number of school
systems are now under court order to cure constitutional
violations, and many of these orders require mandatory
assignnent of students to distant schools. 1In the absence
of legislation, we would not anticipate routinely joining
in requests to have such busing orders set aside. They
may reflect unwise policy, but they are not per se unlawful.
The Department will thus continue to insist that each
objecting school district demonstrate it is legally entitled
to the relief it seeks.

In general, there are two ways for a school system

operating under a court-approved desegregation plan to
obtain release from or modification of such plan. First,
it may move the court which retains jurisdiction over
the remedial decree to declare the school system unitary
on a showing that the vestiges of the past unlawful practices
have been removed. See, e.g., United Stat~s v, Stat~ ~f
Texas (San Felipe-Del Rio Consolidated, L.o.D.), 509 r.2d 192
(5th Cir. 1975); Youngblood v. Board of Public Instruction,
448 F¥.2d 767 (8th Cir. 1971). Second, such a school system ‘
may move the court to modify the present plan by showing— ~— - - --—--
that changed circumstances justify the substitution of a
plan preferred by the school system. It must be demonstrated,
however, that the remedial goals of the original court
decree can be served in an equally effective manner by

1 now nropnsed to be Implemented. Cf Pone~

434 _.2d 140, __.4(. (! 2 _ir. 2. ) .
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Under either standard, before endorsing release from
an outstanding desegreg tion order, the Department, consistent
with its general policy objectives in this area, will insist
that the school system seeking relief is taking all steps
necessary to insure that students in all public schools
are receiving a comparable quality education, regardless
of race, color or ethnic origin.

I trust that the foregoing discussion provides the
information you were seeking. If I can be of further
assistance to you in the articulation of the Department
of Justice's civil rights policy, please do not hesitate
to call.

Sincerely,

Lo e

Wm. Bradford Reynolds
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

cc: Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Edward C. Schmults
Deputy Attorney General

e m e e -





