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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGCGTON
June 24, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell
SUBJECT: First Vigalante Edit Job

Here, promptly back from West Virginia is Richard
Vigalante's editing of the second piece by Jackie Tillman.

I think it is a very fine job.

I hope that you can, today, submit it to Dick Darman
for clearances per our arrangement in time to be published
for next Wednesday's meeting.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 24, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittles 7
SUBJECT: White House I Paper

Attached is another paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Group on Central America.

This draft has been prepared by Jacqueline Tillman
of Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick's office.

I would appreciate your getting it cleared so that
it can be printed and distributed at our Outreach Working
Group Meeting On Central America which meets at 2:30 p.m.
next Wednesday afternoon.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a/s



( ITR2T. AMRRTCA-  FACTS NOT WII .Y KNOWN

IN NICARAGUA

The first step in figuring out what is at stake in
Central America is understanding the Sandinista regime.
Are the Sandinistas merely "leftwing" reformers whose tilt
towg =7~ M-w=io— f- Lelewsnd be- -- gqually strong commitment

to 12

Or, are the present rulers of Nicaragua dedicat 1
Communists, enemies even of democratic socialism, and Soviet
allies intent on subverting Central America into the Soviet
bloc?

Knowing the answer is essential to understanding the
threat, if any, to El Salvador and the rest of the region.

Unfortunately, it is increasingly clear that the
p: sent Sandinista government is a Communist one, ready and
willing to bring the region into tt Soviet orbit. The
evidence has been mounting for several years, but even a
brief selection of events from the past months, which
we give here, is revealing.

TRUE DEMOCRATS ABANDON SANDINISTAS

Much evidence comes from former allies and supporters
of the Sandinista revolution. The case of Eden Pastora,
Commander Zero, has been well known for some time. But only
a month ago, on May 19, 1983 Misael Brennes, Nicaraguan
counsel to Choluteca, Honduras, defected to that country,
requesting political asylum. When the Sandinistas charged
that Brennes had been kidnapped, he called a public press
conference to refute the charge. He explained that he had
abandoned the Sandinistas because he was "convinced that
Communism has advanced in Nicaragua to the point where there
is no other path than armed struggle to detain it." He
added:

with the regime ot the nine Sandinista
commandantes; I am just one more. I
assert that presently Nicaragua is a
colony of the Communist countries
where the Russians and the Cubans are
the owners of the Nicaraguan people.



Brennes claimed that there are 10,000 to 15,000
foreign military advisors in Nicaragua and that, counting
advisors in other fields, such as educationl9nd politics,
the "occupying army" reaches nearly 30,000.=

REVOLUTTON FOR FEXPORT

One former Sandinista ally who is not a Nicaraguan
recently gave even stronger testimony. Efrain Duarte Salgado
had been chief of the most active cell of a Honduran terrorist
group, the Popular Revolutionary Forces (FPR). He disappeared
suddenly in May, then surfaced at a May 27, press conference
in Guatemala. He not only called upon his former colleagues
to give up armed struggle and pursue democratic means to
power, he also detailed the history of foreign influence
over his group.

The Sandinistas started providing economic apport to
his ¢ |1 soon after it was founded in 1980. But the Nic-
araguan aid "was alwavs conditional in the sense that we
had to undertake Aif.crent violent acts to destabilize the
Honduran governmes. and try to create a Marxist-Leninist

regime."

He also explained that training in subversion was
easily available from Cuba, and that while in Cuba he had
established contact with the Armed People's Revolutionary
Organization (ORPA), a Guatemalan terrorist group. He
claimed responsibility for the armed attack against the
American embassy in Tegucipala, Honduras in 1980, and for
placing explosives in t59 offices of IBM and the Salvadoran
airline, TACA, in 1982.=

Among Central Americans, there is little doubt about the
Sandinistas' willingness to export the revolution. One
recent example is a poll, taken in April by the United
States Info: ation Agency of Costa Rican citizens. 1In this
peaceful, democratic country 70 percent of the people see
Nicaragua as a military threat and 56 percent say Nicaragua
is trying to weaken the Costa Rican government. Interestingly,
50 percent see Cuba as responsible for conditions that could
lead to war ip ,the region and 40 percent say the sar

ELECTIONS?

If the Sandinists seem eager to export Communism, their
treatment of their own people is far more typical of Commu-
nists than of democratic socialists.



The Sandinistas came to power in 1979 promising
elections that have yet to be held. Recently, they have been
promised for 1985. But just last month, according to the
off" "1l Radio Sandino, Interior Minister Thomas Borge
threatened to postpone them agaiy, blaming the threatened
del y on Americ n "aggression." It should be noted that
during the first year and a half after the revolution the
An  ican government fully suppc¢ :ted the Sandinist: with
$118 million in aid, yet there was no move to hold elections.

+

INTERNAL REPRESSION

Elections aside, the Nicaraguans have increasingly
denied their people basic liberties, substituting Communist
attitudes towards rights for Western ones.

On May 26, the Council of State extended the state of
emergency for one year, until May 30, 1984, permitting the
government to continue prior censorship of the media and to
hold politicalsyrisoners indefinitely without recourse to
habeas corpus. The state of emergency has now been in-
effect for over a year.

On May 18, Nicaraguan immigration authorities refused
to allow Luis Rivas Levia, president of the opposition
Social Democratic Party to leave the country. They stopped
him at the g}rport as he was about to leave for a trip to
Costa Rica.

In late May, the Sandinistas expropriated a banana
plantation belonging to Ramiro Guardian, president of an
agricultural private sector organization, for political
reasons. Commenting, in an interview in La Prense, on
American restrictions on Nicaraguan sugar, Guardian had
said, "the United States and Nicaragua are both sovereign
and inc¢ »endent countré?s and each has the right to buy and
sell as they see fit." The junta responded by taking his
farm. Junta member Sergio Ramirez explained that "we think
that this gentleman cannot be associated with the revolution-
ary state because we need proprietors that are clear about
the dangers represented by measures from the United States." 8/

(TY?

Finally, the Sandinistas have fallen into the contra-
diction that afflicts all Communist governments -- the
workers' state has been persecuting free trade unions.

Again, there have been many examples, but the most
recent involves the stevedores union of the .acific port of



Corinto. After the 1979 revolution, the union affiliated
with the Sandinista Workers Central (CST), a Sandinista-
controlled union. But many dissatisfied union members
wish to switch to the Confederation for Labor Unification
(CUS), an independent organization that belongs to the
Int 1 ational Confederation of Free T: 3e Unions and has
strong ties to the AFL-CIO.

The Sandinistas have used arrests, mob action, threats,
and other forms of intimidation to keep the union allied
with the CST. Some union . leaders have been forced to flee
Nicaragua, and one, Zacarias Hernandez, has become a leader
in the exile labor movement. Amnesty International has
adopted two of the arrested stevedores as cases of special
interest.

In mid-March, when the union's executi* board attempted
to switch from CST to CUS the Sandinistas responded by
having militiamen occupy union headquarters. And the Ministry
of Labor disallowed the executive board's decision, ruling
that only a two-thirds vote of the membership could effect
the switch.

The Ministry, however, prevented a vote by "1itiating
an audit of the union's books, forbidding it to hold a
congress until the audit.was completed. Turning up nothing
of substance, the Ministry allowed the union to schedule a
congress for June.

But on May 21, when leading CUS officials, including
Secretary General Bayardo Lopez, traveled to Corinto to
meet with several hundred stevedores, they found the entrance
to the meeting place blocked by a Sandinista mob. Some were
armed and wearing militia uniforms. The mob attacked tt /
CUS leaders with fists and sticks and forced them to flee.—~ 0/
Since then, a total of nine union leaders have been arrested.—

Even this brief selection of incidents, all taken
from a period of only a few months, illustrates the character
of the Sandinista junta. It is not a collection of "leftists,"
or de »>cratic socialists, or "Christian Marxists," but of
total tarians, dependent on the Soviets and eager to bring
Central America into the totalitarian world.



lo.

Unc " assified State Department cable, Tegucipala 5746.
Unclassified State Department cable, Tegucipala 5570.
United States Information Agency poll, April 11, 1983.
Radio Sandino, May 16, 1983.

State Department cable, Managua 2320, unclassified
paragraph 1.

Panama City radio station ACAN, May 18, 1983.
La Prensa, May 12, 1983.
gﬁrricada, May 26, 1983.

State Department cable, Managua 2268, unclassified
paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. 4

Press release, 13 June 1983 from the Confederation of
Central American Workers, San Jose, Costa Rica.l.
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-dE PLO At CENTRAL AMERICA

"Palestinian combatants are fighting in t =2
same trench as the Central American people.”
Fidel Castro, 6 September 1982

The Palestine Liberation Orcanization (PLO) has maintained
cont :t with various revolutionary groups, mainly leftist in
political orientation, for many years. Zmong other objectives,
the PLO has sought thereby to reinforce its own revolutionary
. credentials, to strike at Western governments sympathetic to
Israel, &nd to guarantee continued political and military support
from radical states such as the USSR and Cuba by occasionally
acting as their proxy. BAll three objectives have been served
throuvgh PLO involvement with Central American revolutionaries,

f -ticularly the Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerrilla aroups.

Nicaraoua

PLO collaboration with the Sandinistas stemmed from
lestinian antipathy to the Nicaraguan covernment under the
nozas, which had been a firm ally of Israel. It was also a

natural outgrowth of Cuban military training and intelligence
support for the PLO which began shortly after the 1966
Tricontinental Conference in Havana. Inasmuch as the Cubans were
also essisting the Sandinistas it was only logical that these two
beneficiaries would aid each other on occasion.

The Sandinistas have admitted their association with the
PLO. 1In early June 1979, six weeks before Somoza was overthrown,
Sandinista spokesman Jorge Mandi described the association in
these terms:

"There is a longstanding blood unity between us and the
Palestinian revolution. Many of the cadres belonging to the
Sandinista movements were at Palestinian revolutionary bases
in Jordan. 1In the early 1970s, Nicaraguan and Palestinian
blood was spilled together in Amman and in other places
during the Black September battles."

i ratt whictl

Liberation of Palestine) seized and landed at a desert
airfield in Jordan. One of our comrades was also wounded in
another hijack operation in which Leila Khaled was

involved. She was in command of the operation and our
comrades helped her carry it out. It is natural, therefore,
that in our war acgainst Somoza, we received Palestinian aid
for our revolution in various forms."



Various sources indicate that perhaps several dozen
Sandinistas received PLO training during the 1970s, often in
addition to Cuban training. A case in point was that of Pedro
Arauz Palacios, who hijacked a Nicaraguan airliner in November

>89 and received sanctuary in Cuba. Sandinistas later captured
by Somoza's security forces testified that Arauz received
guerrilla training in Cuba during 1970 and then travelled to the
Middle East for training at a camp run by the largest PLO group,
Fatah. Arauz later became a principal Sandinista leader and was
killed in combat in 1977. The present Nicaraguan Interior
Minister, Tomas Borge, apparently also received training from
Fatah as well as the Cubans.

In early 1978 the PLO, along with the Cubans and Soviets,

becan to sense that the Sandinistas were nearing victory and

>cordingly became more bold in acknowledging mutual interests

»d mutual enemies. Thus, in March 1978 representatives of the
Sandinistas met in Havana with counterparts from the most ro-
Soviet element of the PLO, the Democratic Front for the
Lit :-ation of Palestine (DFLP), and signed a declaration
denouncing "Yankee imperialism, the racist regime of Israel and
the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza."

Later the PLO began to supply arms to the Sandinistas. This
became public knowledge in early 1979 when a PLO air shipment--
lsquised as medical supplies like the cargo of the Libyvan
aircraft stopped in Brazil in april 1983--was intercepted by
Tunisian authorities and never arrived in Nicaragua.

Shortly after the Sandinistas took power in July 1979,
official Sandinista contacts with the PLO were established
through a mission to Beirut led by the brother of Junta member
Sergio Ramirez. In mid-May 1980, representatives of the PLO
mission to the United Nations and the Sandinistas signed a
protocol on relations. This paved the way for Yasir Arafat's
visit to Managua in July 1980 to celebrate the first anniversary
of the Sandinista victory and to open a PLO "Embassy." Nicaragua
is the only country in the world where the PLO mission is
officially designated as an Embessy and the ranking PLO official
is referred to as Ambassador--a testimony to the importance the
Sandinistas attach to their PLO connections.

In August 1980 a 1 "~ L¢
! 4
the reravionsnip nas oD ition to the
nbassy staff, the PLO has maintained an average of about three
dozen advisers in Nicaragua, although the imber has fluctuated
considerably from time to time. Their primary roles have been in
> field of aviation: training Sandinista pilots; maintaining
‘craft; attempting to make Nicaragua's Somoza-vintage radar
system operational; and sometimes piloting the aircraft. A few
PLO advisers have been active with Nicaragua's national airline
1d the PLO has even donated a Boeir 707 commercial aircraft.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 16, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

TRHOUGH: Jonathan Vipond
)
oY .//.
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell.? S
SUBJECT: Fourth White House ni~=e+ Paper from
the Outreach Workiny wruup on Central
America

Richard Vigalante has agreed to do a little work for
us ahead of time and I gave him a cooy of the paper, "Central
America: Information Not Widely Known" which we have
proposed be issued as a White House Niceet paper. Vigalante
agreed to edit it for us.

He was gquite thrilled after he read it and said he had
gleaned enough material from this one paper to do fc ¢
editorials!

MCB:jet



THE WHITE HOU ~ =

W/ 41 DN
June 15, 1983

M J4ORANDUM TO: John Lenczowski
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell % 7

SUBJECT: White House Working Group Paper

Attached is the draft of a paper prepared by Nestor
Sanchez at Mrs. Whittlesey's request. We want to issue
a paper on this topic as a "White House Digest" paper
through our White House Out: 1ich Working Group on Central
1 cica.

Mrs. Whittlesey is cor :rned that this paper is »Ht
written in such a way as to have the maximum impact on
laymen. The notes on the draft are hei . She specifically
wants more comparisons of the United States' versus the Soviets
efforts in the Caribbean area.

She asked me to ask you to try to handle a quick
write of this paper so that it would be a more useful and
persuasive version.

Can you he ™ »?

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s
























You will recall there w: strong ¢ -eement in our
Working Group when Ambassador Middendo: pointed out the
urgent r 1 for a paper on liberation '’ eology and volunteer-
ed to prepare one for us.

I suggest you and Ambassa r Middendorf take up this
matter with Judge Clark and then Fred Fielding. Certainly
Ambassador Middendorf would be happy to handle media questions
relating to this paper if we issue it. Perhaps we could
i¢ 1e the White House Dirmest 1 2er on Liber: iLon Theology
signed by him. Or perhap. the paper could be edited in some
way so as to pass muster.

MCB: jet




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

//V'
June 9, 1983 &:
™ ’(‘”v
A e A=
’l‘; [ ;
NOTE FOR: FAITH R. WHITTLESEY
FROM: RICHARD G. DARMAN | vl
SUBJECT: Clearance of Central American Papers

Attached please find the comments of the Counsel's
Office and NSC. You will note that they both
recommend that +! Piedra paper be dropped. The
Sanchez paper is still in the process of being
cleared. I will be keep you posted.










-2-
ite House jumping into this debate to the extent that the
release of this paper would plainly entail.

Release of a paper on Soviet involvement in Central America
obviously does not raise the same objections. For a number of

1 1Sc )wever, it seems tually sel rident that any
such is more appropriately released by the NSC than by
the Office of Public Liaison. The factual data presented need
to t 1ecked thoroughly for accuracy, as well as to ensure

that their release neither compromises cl: sified information
i sources, nor would be inconsistent with advancing overall
.ted States foreign policy in this (and perhaps other)
arenas. Accordingly, I strongly recommend deferring to Judge
Clark's office on the scope, content and timing of release of
any paper of this sort.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond
f)/,) /
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell -//. N
SUBJECT: Fourth Paper from the White House Outreach

Working Group on Central America
Here is the fourth paper, typed for submission to
Dic Darman for clearance processing
I have prepared a transmittal memorandum to Darman
for ybu.
MCB:jet

Attachments a/s




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 9, 1983

T"TMMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: Fourth White House Digest Paper

Attached is the fourth paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Grour on Central America.

I would appreciate your getting it cleared so that it
can be printed and distributed at our meeting next Wednesday
afternoon.

This draft is by Jacqueline Tillman (632-8344) of
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick's staff. She would appreciate

the opportunity to proof the "corrected and cleared" copy
before it is printed.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a/s







He called on them to abandon armed struggle and to "search
for other means, like the democratic way, to attain power."
Detailing foreign influence over his group, Duarte said:

-- He formed the FPR cell called "Lorenzo Zelaya"
in 1980 and at first it was a hard struggle
because they had no outside support.

-- The Sandinistas began to provide limited economic
support soon afterward. "The Nicaraguan aid was
always conditional in the sense that we had to under-
take different violent acts to destabilize the
Honduran government and try to create a Marxist-
Leninist regime."

-- Training in subversion was not difficult because
colaboration from Cuba could be counted on. He
was in Cuba himself, and established contact with
leaders of ORPA, a Guatemalan terrorist group.

He acknowledged his responsibility for the following terrorist
acts:

-- The armed attack against the American Embassy in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras in 1980.

-- Placing explosives in the offices of IBM and the

TZ 71, " T82.

SC WCE: Unclassified State Department cable, Tegucigalpa _570.

-- AT THE UNITED NATIONS: Foreign Minister Miguel

D'Escoto: "If the Security Council does not assert its




authority, Nicaragua cannot be asked to relinquish indefinitely
the use of its right to legitimate defense."

SNURCE: Radio Sandino, 17 May 1983.

—-—- DEFECTION OF NICARAGUAN COUNSUL IN CHOLUTECA, HONDURAS:

The following statement by the Nicaraguan counsul assigned
to Choluteca, Hondurz: was released to the media by the
Honduran National Security Police Forces (FUSEP) at 10:00
local time on May 19, 1983:
Misael Brennes, Nicaraguan citizen,
accredited before the government of Honduras
makes it known to national and international
public opinion:
1. That in full control of my mental
and physical faculties I have decided on
this day to request political asylum and
protection from the government of Honduras;
2. That the fundamental re: b>n for my
decision is my disagreement with the manner in
which the National Directorate of the Nicaraguan
Sar " 1ist " aration Front ' manac¢ 19 interne”
and external affairs of my beloved country;
3. That.I make this declaration and petition
for asylum without having been subject to any type
of pressure or coercion whatsoever. Signed: Misael

Brennes.




At a press conference in late May, in Honduras, Brennes,
responding to Nicaraguan charges that he had been "kidnapped,"
said, what had "kidnapped" him were the ideals and principles of
democracy. "I defected from the Sandinista regime because
I am convinced that communism has advanced in Nicaragua to
the point where there is no other path than armed struggle
to detain it."

Brennes said, "I am not the first and I won't be tt
last of the officials in the Nicaraguan foreign service to
break with the regime of the nine Sandinista commandantes;

I am just one more. I assert that presently Nicaragua is

a colony of the communist countries where the Russians and
Cubans are the owners and rulers of the Nicaraguan people."”
Brennes claimed there are 10,000 to 15,000 military advisors
in Nicaragua, and that when you count the advisors in other
fields, like education and politics, the "occupying army"
reaches nearly 30,000. "It is the presence of this occupying
army which adds to the poverty of the Nicaraguan pedple
because this large army must be fed well, but they produce
nothing." Brennes has requested political asylum in Honduras.

SOURCE: Unclassified State Department cable, Tegucigalpa 5746.

-- 2ANI¢ PRIEL. EXPELL.JD: Spanish priest Lmoteo

Merino was accused of being the primary organizer of a support
network for ARDE in Rio San Juan Department. (ARDE is the
anti-Sandinista group operating in southern Nicaragua near the

border with Costa Rica. It is headed by Eden Pastora, a




former Sandinista commander who was a hero of the revolution
against Somoza.) A Ministry of Interior comn ' jue, dated
May 11, gave him 72-hours to leave the country.

Merino's involvement in "counterrevolutionary activities”
and contravention of the prohibition against the involvement
of foreigners in Nicaraguan internal political affairs were
given as the reason for his expulsion.

In a May 5 letter, nine of the eleven priests working
"1 that sourthern area, including the Bishop, denied
Barricada's (a state run newspaper) allegations against
Merino and stated that Merino was willing to answer any
concrete charges brought against him. The letter stated
that Merino's work in the.area had always been of a pastoral
nature and that he enjoyed the support of his parishioners.
The clergymen call 1 upon the faithful not to be fool 1 b

'“QJ Para S, k3

¢

the GRN's smear campaign against Merino and his parishion
SNURCE: 3tate Department cable, Managua 202

—-- STATE OF EMERGENCY EXTENDED: The Council of State in
its May 26 session extended the State of Emergency for one
year, until May 30, 1984. The State of Emergency allows

the Government of National Reconstruction (GRN) to continue 3

—

. . . . : : T
prior censorship and to hold political prisoners indefinitel: =
without recourse to habeas corpus.

SOURCE: 1 State Department cable, Managua 2320.

-— OPPOSITION LEADER DETAINED FROM LEAVING COUNTRY:

Nicaraguan immigration authorities did not allow Luis Rivas

Levia, Social Democratic Party President, to leave the country

told him he could not leave the country as he was about to

board the place for Costa Rica.
SOURCE: Panama City radio station ACAN, 18 May 1983.






controlled union, (CST) after the 1979 revolution. Many
union members are now dissatisfied with the CST and wish to
swit 1 to the Confederation for Labor Unification (CUS), an
independent organization which belongs to the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (IFCTU) and has strong
ties with the AFL-CIO. The port of Corinto is of strategic
importance to the FSLN since it handled much of Nicaragua's
foreign commerce as well as incoming military materiel. The
Sandinistas have employed a variety of means including arrests,
mob action, threats, etc., to intimidate the union and keep
it aligned with the CST. Some union leaders have been forced
to flee Nicaragua, and one, Zacarias Hernandez, has become
a leader in the exile labor movement. The FSLN's heavy
handed tactics have caused some internatione”™ criticism.
The ICFTU has submitted a complaint about the Corinto view
to the International Labor Organization, and Amnesty Inter-
national has adopted two of the arrested stevedores as cases
of special interest.

In mid-March, the situation came to a head when the
executive board of the union attempted to switch from the CST

to CUS. The Sandinistas responded by having militiamen

ing that the Llitiamen were also members of the union, chose
to view the incident as an internal union matter. It took
no action to dislodge the occupiers, although their actions

were blatantly illegal under existing Nicaraguan law. The






-- PRIVATE SECTOR LEADER'S FARM EXPROPRIATED: The

banana plantation belonging to Ramiro Gurdian, president of
the UPANIC, an agricultural private sector organization, was
expropriated by the Sandinistas in late May. The justifica-
tion for the expropriation was explained by Sergio Rameriz,
member of the Sandinista junta: "The problem is that there
are some who call themselves Nicaraguans and think like
yanquis. . . . We think that this gentleman cannot be
associated with the revolutionary State because we need
proprietors that are clear about the danger represented by
measures from the United States." Dr. Gurdian has stated
publicly in an interview of May 12, in La Prensa that while
Nicaragua would probably lose approximately $12 million
because of the reduction in their sugar quota, he went on

to explain that, "The United States and Nicaragua are both
sovereign and independent nations and each has the right to
buy and sell to countries as they see fit."

SOURCE: La Pren<a, May 12, 1983; Barrirada, May 26, 1983.






He called on them to abandon armed struggle and to "search
for other means, like the democratic way, to attain power.”
Detailing foreign influence over his group, Duarte said:

-— He formed the FPR cell called "Lorenzo Zelaya"
in 1980 and at first it was a hard struggle
because they had no outside support.

-- The Sandinistas began to provide limited economic
support soon afterward. "The icaraguan aid was
always conditional in the sense that we had to under-
take different violent acts to destabilize the
Honduran government and try to create a Marxist-
Leninist regime."

-- Training in subversion was not difficult because
colaboration from Cuba could be counted on. He
was in Cuba himself, and established contact with
leaders of ORPA, a Guatemalan terrorist group.

He acknowledged his responsibility for the following terrorist
acts:

-—- The armed attack against the American Embassy in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras in 1980.

-- Placing explosives in the offices of IBM and the

\,

Unclassi__ed State Department cable, Tegucigalpa _5>70.

-— AT THE UNITED NATIONS: Foreign Minister Miguel

D'Escoto: "If the Security Council does not assert its






At a press conference in late May, in Honduras, Brennes,
responding to Nicaraguan charges that he had been "kidnapped,"
said, what had "kidnapped" him were the ideals and principles of
democracy. "I defected from the Sandinista regime because
I am convinced that communism has advanced in Nicaragua to
the point where there is no other path than armed struggle
to detain it."

Brennes said, "I am not the first and I w« 't be the
last of the officials in the Nica uan foreign service to
break with the regime of the nine . indinista commandantes;

I am just one more. I assert that presently Nicaragua is

a colony of the communist countries where the Russians and
Cubans are the owners and rulers of the Nicaraguan people."

Br 1mnes claimed there are 10,000 to 15,000 military advisors

in Nicaragua, and that when you count the advisors in other
fields, like education and politics, the "occupying army"
reaches nearly 30,000. "It is the presence of this occupying
army which adds to the poverty of the Nicaraguan people
because this large army must be fed well, but they produce
nothing." Brennes has requested political asylum in Hondui s.

SOURCE: Unclassified State Department cable, Tegucigalpa 5746.

a

-- SPANI 3T LIFD; ¢ ar 1 _ i st Timoteo
Merino was accused of being the primary organizer of a support
network for ARDE in Rio San Juan Department. (ARDE 1is the
anti-Sandinista group operating in southern Nicaragua near the

border with Costa Rica. It is headed by Eden Pastora, a



former Sandinista commander who was a hero of the revolution
against Somoza.) A Ministry of Interior communique, dated
May 11, gave him 72-hours to leave the country.

Merino's involvement in "counterrevolutionary activities”

nd contravention of the prohibition against the involvement

of foreigners in Nicaraguan internal political affairs were
given as the reason for his expulsion.

In a May 5 letter, nine of the eleven priests working
in that sourthern area, including the Bishop, denied
Rarrirada's (a state run newspaper) allegations against
Merino and stated that Merino was willing to answer any
concrete charges brought against him. The letter stated
that Merino's work in the.area had always been of a pastoral
nature and that he enjoyed the support of his parishioners.
The clergymen called upon the faithful not to be fooled by
the GRN's smear campaign against Merino and his parishioners.

SOURCE: Unclassified State Department cable, Managua 2024.

—-— STATE OF EMERGENCY EXTENDED: The Council of State in

its May 26 session extended the State of Emergency for one
year, until May 30, 1984. The State of Emergency allows

the Government of National Reconstruction (GRN) to continue
prior censorship and to hold political prisoners indefinitely
without recourse to haheas cornne.

SOMRCE: Unclassified State Department ¢ ' le, Managua 2320.

-— OPPOSITION LEADER DETAINED FROM LEAVING COUNTRY:

Nicaraguan immigration authorities did not allow Luis Rivas
Levia, Social Democratic Party President, to leave the country
Augusto :
told him he could not leave the country as he was about to
board the place for Costa Rica.

SOURCE: Panama City radio station ACAN, 18 May 1983.



-- COSTA RICANS WARY OF NICARAGUA: Seven in 10 Costa

Ricans see Nicaragua as a military threat (70%), and six in

10 say Nicaragua is trying to weaken the Cc¢ :a Rican govern-
ment (56%). Further, Nicaragua (32%) ranks third after |

Cuba (50%) and the U.S.S.R. (40%) as responsible for conditions
that could lead to war in the region. (The United States

" is ranked at 29%.)

SOURCE: USIA poll, April 11, 1983.

-~ LIBYAN OFFICE ON SUPPORT FOR NICARAGUA: "The position

of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah clearly
favors the causes of liberation and supports the Latin American
peoples. Libya's support for the Sandinist revolution and
the Nicaraguan people has been clear from the outset.
Commander Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has declared that Libya will
support the Nicaraguan people and the Sandinist revolution
against U.S. aggression and against the Somozist bands,
just as it supports the Salvadoran people's struggle against
U.S. imperialist aggression and against the military dictator-
ships in Central America."
SOURCE: Press communique issued by the Socialist People's

1 I 1 y 1

City, T.a Remnbhlica, 29 April 1983.

—— SANDINISTA PRESSURE ON STEVEDORES UNION IN CORINTO:

T} Sandiniste have become embro:” :d in a labor union con-
" troversy involving the stevedores in the Pacific port of
Corinto. The Corinto Union, which contains over 1,300 workers,

affiliated with the Sandinista Workers Central. a Sandinista



cor’ )llea union, (CST) after the 1979 revolution. Many
union members are now dissatisfied with the CST and wish to
switch to the Confederation for Labor Unification (CUS), an
independent organization which belongs to the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (IFCTU) and has strong
ti 5 with the AFL-CIO. The port of Corinto is of strategic
importance to the FSLN since it handled much of Nicaragua's
foreign commerce as well as incoming military materiel. The
Sandinistas have employed a variety of means inclﬁding arrests,
mob action, threats, etc., ﬁo intimidate the union and keep
it aligned with the CST. Some union leaders have been forced
to flee Nicaragua, and one, Zacarias Hernandez, has become
a leader in the exile labor movement. The FSLN's heavy
handed tactics have caused some international criticism.
The ICFTU has submitted a complaint about the Corinto view
to the International Labor Organization, and Amnesty Inter-
national has adopted two of the arrested stevedores as cases
of special interest.

In mid-March, the situation came to a head when the
executive board of the union attempted to switch from the CST

to CUS. The Sandinistas responded by having militiamen

ing that the militiamen were also members of the union, chose
to view the incident as an internal union matter. It took
no action to dislodge the occupiers, although their actions

were blatantly illegal under existing Nicaraguan law. The



Ministry also disallowed the executive board's decision to
join CUS, arguing that this could only be done by a two-
thirds vote of the full union membership. The Ministry
concurrently initiated an audit of the union's books to

"y mmine if some of the union's funds had been diverted

to counter-revolutionaries. While this audit was in progress,
the Ministry would not permit the union to hold a Congress
to vote on the switch to CUS. When the Ministry of Labor's
audit could find a shortage of only approximately 40,000
cordobas (barely $1500 US dollars at the current blackmarket
rate), the Sandin! :as concluded that they had no justifica—
tion to continue delaying a vote on CUSiaffiliation, and
allowed the union to schedule a Congress for June.

On May 21, 11 CUS officials, including Secretary General
Bayardo Lopez, Jose Espinoza and Alvin Guthrie, traveled to
Corinto to discuss affiliation with 300-400 of the stevedores.
When they arrived at the theatre where the union members
were assembled, they found the entrance blocked by a Sandinista
mob composed of approximately 100 men, some armed and wearing
militia uniforms. An ugly incident ensued, with the members
of the mob shouting obscenities at the CUS leaders and
denouncing them as toc~ of the Unite - State " the »Hnt1 .
Tl > tl 1y Lo Lly 1e ___ le w1
and sticks and forced them to flee.

SOURCE: Unclassified State Department cable, Managua 2268,

paragraphs 2, 3, & 4.



-— PRTV. SFCTOR T.EADER'S FA] EXPROPRIATED: The

banana plantation belonging to Ramiro Gurdian, president of
the UPANIC, an agricultural private sector organization, was
expropriated by the Sandinistas in late May. The justifica-
tion for the expropriation was explained by Sergio Rameriz,
n 1iber of the Sandinista junta: "The problem is that there
are some who call the selves Nicaraguans and think like
yanguis. . . . We think that this gentleman cannot be
associated with the revolutionary State because we need
proprietors that are clear about the danger represented by
measures from the United States."” Dr. Gurdian has stated
publicly in an interview of May 12, in La Prensa that while
Nicaragua would probably lose approximately $12 million
because of the reduction in their sugar gquota, he went on
to explain that, "The United States and Nicaragua are both
sovereign and independent nations and each has the right to
buy and sell to countries as they see fit."

SOURCE: La Prensa, May 12, 1983; Barricada, May 26, 1983.









































