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Our situation in what refers to the political prisoners is very much
like that of Palestine's freedom fighters. There are prisoners that
have t :n jailed since 1968; now the dictatorship does not take
prisoners, it only assasinates or causes people to disappear.

~ased on what we have exposed we ask !t ; workshop to resolve:
a) A condemnation of the Zionist sta' of Israel because of its
participation in maintaining the deplorable conditions under w ch the
peoples of Palestine, El Salvador and Southern Africa are forced to
live; :
b) The immediate halt to the repression of our peoples in the forms of
assasinations, disappéarances, massacres and pol! :al imprisonments;
c) Concrete solidarity with the Salvadorean people, organized under the
leac :ship of the B,P.R, expressed the dissemination of denouncemen
1d with economic contributions directed to

B.S.W.B.P.R,

P.O, B« 884

Adelphi, MD 20783

Consequently we take on the commitment to support the heroic struggle
of the Palestinian people as our people confront the fascistoid aggression
of Imperialism and its faithful puppets.

In the fac of fascistoid aggression the organized combat of the people
is the only answer, ’

The Bloc of Salvadoreans in Washington
in Solidarity with the Revolutionary Popular Bloc
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

ONE PARK AYENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016
679-0600 '
R to: . . FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Mi .an Steinberg C e y 17, 1982

PLO GIVES ATIRCRAFT TO NICARAGUA

NEW YORK, MAY 17, 1982

As a Llft from the PLO, Nicaragua is receiving a Boeing 707 freight
aircraft, according to a broadcast monitored by sources of the World Jewish
Congress.

The report of the gift was carried in a broadcast earlier this week
by Managua radio. It was contained in Fhe lengthy state-of-the-nation
address relay by the radio of R. Cordova Rivas, a member of the Nicaraguan
junta.

In his remarks, Rivas said that the plane "will arrive here soon."

In a separate development, the PLO radio from Beirut, "The Voice of

Pales:ine", reported that Yasir Arafat will pay an official visit to India

on 21 May.
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A PLOT OF ARAFAT'S FAILS IN THE CARIBBEAN

Translated from usd Sormaire, France, 25 September-1 October 1980

o g,

The PLO tried to kidnap our (the French) ambassador in Costa Rica, in order to exchange
nim for Palestinian terrorists sent to France to assassinate Bakhtiar.

icthing has leaked out so far from the Quai d'Orsay (the French Foreign Ministry) or
the Hotel Matignon. (the Prime Minister's residence), which prefer to pass over the

.ter in silence, but Michel Dondenne, our (the French) ambassador in Costa Rica, has
nad a narrow escape. 0On 15 September he was t. intended victim of a kidnap attempt
by terrorists in particularly spectacular circt stances, during the ceremonies for the
national com moration day of this hitherto peaceful country, known as "the Switzerland
of Latin America."

It all began four days earlier, on 11 September, with a cautious approach by the US
ambassador to Costa Rica to his French colleague. The American had been informed by
his intelligence that a kidnapping was being prepared by guerillas; the intended
/ictims were the French ambassador and another diplomat.

Michel Dondenne was taken aback, for he had already been a victim of a political
'kidnapp(ng.on 4 May 1979, when he was serving in San Salvador, a neighbouring state to
Costa Rica.: Held prisoner for more than three weeks, the ambassador had been released
Qv his jai1érs at the bedinning of Mne in exchange for a large ransom.

ollowing this painful experience, the Foreign Ministry decided to place Michel
Condenne, sorely tried by his imprisonment, in a more peaceful capital. San José& in
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Although governed by a great bourgeois multi-millionaire, President Rodrigo Carazo,
The Costa Ricans enjoyed a kind of immunity from the revolutionaries of Nicaragua,
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San Salvador and Guatemala, because they agreed to open their doors to fleeing terror-
ists, and they provided arms for the']iberation movements in these countries.

But now something happened which changed everything. Guerillas planned to kidnap the
French ambassador, either in the-natjbna] stad in San Jos& during the parade of

15 Sept er, or on the road leading to the stadium, or, later on, during the reception
due to take place at the Foreign Ministry.

Having grown wise through his first kidnapping, Ambassador Dondenne rushed to the
Minister of the Interior, Juan José Echeverria, a passionate collector of arms.
Echeverria did not take this warning very seriously. He cla- :d that Costa Rica was
a paradise which would be spared to the end and did not consider it worthwhile to
mobilize the seven thousand men in his police force.

Michel Dondenne then knocked at the door of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. There
again, they tried to put him off with a few comforting words.

The French Foreign Ministry, which took the matter more seriously, recommended that the
amb: .ador leave Costa Rica at once and take refuge in the French embassy in Nicaraqua
wnile awaiting further instructions.

Other Western and Latin American ambassadors, alerted in turn, now began to show
anxiety. The Belgian ambassador turned to Brussels for instructions: should he be
present at the parade or remain at home? His government left the decision to nim, and
he absented himself from the ceremonies.

The uneasiness spread and when, on Monday 15 September, the parade finally %fook place,
the seats of most of the diplomatic representatives were smpty. France, 3elgium, Ité1y,
West Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Peru and Venezuela were not reoresented.

unaccompanied by their wives.

In the national stadium they were received by the head of oprotocol, who informed them
that the day's programme had been drast{éa11y altered. The reception had been cancelled,
and President { *azo and his government would receive the respects of the diplomatic
representatives in a corner of the stadium following the parade, which had been snorterec
by half an hour.
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The American ambassador and his Latjn American colleagues, howeyer, left the stadium

before the end of the parade. They had noticed that the entife army and police force
were on a war footing, and realized that something serious must have happened in the

"naradise of the Caribbean."

-,

Based on reliable information, the Brazilian ambassador explained, in a note to his
aovernment, why his French colleague had nearly been kidnapped for the second time.
it was the Palestinians of the PLO who had troubled the peace of Costa Rica. Repre-
sentatives of Arafat, who for months had been in contact with the revolutionary
movements of Latin America, had entrusted their new friends with a mission.

This mission, undertaken on behalf of the Palestinian resistance, yet without implicating
Arafat, was to capture Ambassador Dondenne in order to exchange him for four Palestinian
terrorists currently held in France. One of these terrorists, Walid Husni £1 Hadj,
attacked the Iraqi embassy in Paris in July 1978, causing a bloody shoot-out in which

the French inspector Capella was killed.

The three others formed the ¢t indo group of Palestinian killers ordered to gun down
former Iranian Prime Minister Shahpur Bakhtiar in July of this year. They failed in
their undertaking, but killed a woman on the same landing as Bakhtiar, and a policeman
charged with his protection.

The French government was discretely “informed of this scheme of the PLO, for wnat
failed at San José might be successful elsewhere...
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