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SUMMARY OF P. L. -0. ACTIVITIES IN PANA~~ 
The -Times of London reported that Libya has given 
: l,500,000 to Paryama, (1,500,000 Pounds Sterling) 

The Star & He;aid (Panama) reported that a "Mutual 
cooperation pact was signed in Tripoli, Libya. The 
visit of Panama's Omar Torrijos and a delegation of 49 
to Libya's El Khadafy was reportedly arranged by 
Torrijos' cousin, Carlos Perez Herrera. 

Newsweek reported "The two countries reached some 
substantial agreements on military and economic 
cooperation" and Torrijos "had given Libya a potential 
foothold in the Americas in exchange for material 
support, by Kaddafi in the struggle over the Canal," 

The Star & Herald reprinted the mutual cooperation 
agreement articles I through VI and also noted, "Eanama 
offered Libya one hectare of land, without cost, in the 
Colon Free Zone to be used for commercial, industrial, 
financial and other international activities. "Also 
offered Libya were Panama's banking facilities, including 
the possibility of establishing a Libya bank here." 

Marked the beginning of a series of anti-semitic 
handbills placed in synagogues, business firms and 
in post office boxes of selected Panamanians. 

Carlos Perez Herrera member of Panama's Legislative 
Commission, signed a secret official document certifying 
that a Jugoslav firm that had built a dam in Panama 
"never had any ties of any kind with Jewish or Zionist 
firms nor persons, nor has it had transactions in which 
there ~ere any of those Zionist financial agencies" 

Dtsclosure of this statement, complete with tne 
seal of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of the Republic of 
Panama, exposed the implications of the Libya-Panama 
pact and the subsequent anti-semitic attacks. 

~atutino (Panama) publishes an open letter from 
Carlos Perez Herrera attempting to explain the stolen 
secret affidavit that for security reasons Arab countries 
do not officially permit participation in contracts by firms 
with Zionist participation. 

;:;...==~;,;;;_..;;..;;._;;;....----,.:ait::1~~r_a~l~d publishes an open reply by A. 
Mi zrachi aecusin ,.; e z Herr-er a of --anti-se·rr.i ~ism am:t 
"selling out his country f'or a handful of petrodollars." 

Panama At~hbishop McGrath condemns from the pulpit the 
"thousands of fly-sheets insulting our Jewish Panamanian 
brothers and expressing false accusations, inciting 
demonstrations of hate ••••• " 

Senator Richard Stone, in a letter to Secretary Vance 
raises questions regarding the offer to Libya of land 
in the Colon Free Zone. 

since 1903 all patriotic panamanians have desired a new canal rreary . .. 1oday ' s first concern is restoration of democracy and hu= righrs 
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Congressman Benjamin Rosenthal asks Secretary Vance 
to advise him on State Department findings of the 
anti-semitic outbreaks in Panama and suggests· such­
trends would bode poorly for Panamanian respect for 
American principles. 

Jack Anderson Column reports on the Panama-Libya pact 
and suggests that the $100 million arab bank might 
(according to government analysts) be used"to launder 
the money he (Khadafi) hands out to terrorist groups." 

• .I . 
N.B.C. TV- The Today Show transcript reads, 
Fred Francis 1 - •••••••••• "The treaties (Canal) may not 
have ·been ratified· had the Senate known of Torrijos' 
plan to sabotage tne Canal. That plan was work~d out 
with Libya's marxist leader Col. Muaminar Quadaft, and 
called for Panamanian forces inside the Canal Zone ready 
to act if the treaties had been rejected," 

Star & Herald "The Republic of Panama and the Socialist 
People's Libyan Arab Jamahirijah yesterday exchanged the 
instrument of ratification of the cultural agreement, the 
economic cooperation and the commercial excnange 
agreement signed April 16, 1977 in Tripoli." (The pact 
had been rubber stamped by the National Assembly without 
publicity on Oct, 26, 1978. 

Critica (Panama) reports Libyans to found new bank in 
Panama and opens offices in Colon Free Zone, · 

Time "Plane loads of weapons have been successfully 
flown to Central America from Libya and Algeria. 

Matutino (Panama),.Pamma President Roye aid P.L.O. 
lP.ader Arafat meet in Havana, pledge mutual support and 
plan for Arafat's visit ,to Panama. 

Miami Herald reports that Panama Jewish community leaders 
fear "Panama is getting ready to recognize P.L.O. with 
the added implication Arafat would be allowed to open 
an office here." 

Printed leaflets bearing Arafat photo, expressing Panama 
solidarity with P ,·L. 0. dropped on Panama synagogues by a 
light plane (only possible with official sanction.) 

P.L.O. leaflets, meetings and propaganda mount. An 
"unofficial" P.L.O. office opens on Via Argentina. 
Reports received of bribingof radio outlets and press. 

~YA~(Panama) Carlos Perez Herrera name appears as 
the Secretary General of the "Panamanian-Arab League of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People and. the P.L.O." 

Jewish community of Panama reprints and distributes a 
(Anti-Defamation League publication) pamphlet "P.L.O. 
Its Goals and Methods_•~ .• 

Transcript of Radio interviews Ricardo Arias Calderon, 
leader of the Christian Democrat Party discusses the 
schisms, antagonisms and dangers t o Panama caused oy the 
P.L.O. activities in Panama. 
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In his testimony•0n El Salvador before,. Congress 
of February 25, 1981, Acting Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs John Bushnell 
stated "There has been a massive influx of arms 
from Soviet and other ,,communist sources. Radical 
Arab states, the ~aI~stine - Liberation ~rganization 
(PLO) and the Terrorist Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) have furnished 
funds, arms and training." 

In his search for arms and for funds to support 
the Communist effort in El Salvador, Handal in 1980 
visited Cuba, Russia, Vietnam, East Germany, Czecho­
slavakia, Bulgaria, Hungary and Ethiopia. As 
noted, he is at present in Beirut. 

I have also enclosed the State Department's 
report on "Communist Interference in El Salvador" 
which I think will also be of interest to you. 

I would welcome any comments you may have. 

Enclosures: 
as stated. 

'· 

Sincerely, 

Elliott Abrams 

I 
I 
I 
j 
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.1::Uack lVlarket iri Arrns: Strictly Cash and Carry 
· \J:\;1 ~~~ 0- I ' I 

~ • munition - high-powered rifles, grenades and Israeli Uzi I Korean company, former employees snld, Is building for 
By PHIL1P TAUB machine guns, one of the world's most popular weapons. Libya Atnerlcan-style military Jeeps that Washington r~ 

W ASIIINOTON 

S
ALVADORAN guerrillas, denying Reagan Admin­
istration charges that they receive most of their 
m1lltary equipment from Cuba and Nicaragua, 
often say that they purchase supplies on the black 

,.. market. "We pay cash for weapons and ammunition ln 
Europe, the Middle Rast and North America, Just like 
everyone else," said RuMn Zamora, a rebel leader, ln 
Mexico City recently. "The problem Isn't buying the 
arms, It's getting them transported to El Salvador." 

Last week, Costa Rican authorities seized an arms 
cache worth $400,000 which they said could have been des­
tined for Salvadoran rebels. The weapons Included ma­
chine guns, mortars; Belgian-made F AL.)ifles, Amert-

·. can-made M-16's, TNf and electronic detonators; 
While It Is Impossible to gauge the extent of the guer-

1 rillas' reliance on the black market, there Is little question 
that lllegal sources could easily meet their needs. Accord­
Ing to Federal law enforcement officials, the Illicit trade 
In arms Is a multlbllllon-dollar-a-year business. All a pro­
spective buyer needs Is cash. No questions are asked 

\ 

'· about the Intended destination or use of the weapons. 
Britain, the United States, South Korea and Mexico 

are among the centers for the trade. In Mexico City, deal­
ers and purcha.ser1 told of an Israeli dealer who conducts 
business ln a small omce near the National Arclieologlcal 
Museum. They said he speclallz':3- ln small arms and a~_-

Mexican authorities said It was not clear whether he had fused to approve for export to Libya. Israel, which main-
any relationship with the Israeli Government . talns an llggresslve arms sales policy, also manufactures -i 

In Britain, a number of legitimate arms dealers Amerlcart-style weapons for export. The purchasers are , 
stockpile huge Inventories of weapons. Among them Is In- gene011ly foreign governments, but, es with the Utls, the . , 
terarms Corporation, probably the largest private arms: weapons !lometlmes wind up ln other hands. , •t ,, 

seller In the world. Foreign governments looking to equip. In the, United States, New York City and Miami are 
a small army can find much of what they need at Inter- the black market capitals. Among arms dealers, New , 
arms, according to several arms purchase111 who have York Ill regarded es a place to make deals, though the; ·! 
shopped there. So can lllegltlmate buyers. It Is relatively weapons themselves are stockpiled elsewhere. Miami has 
easy for them to obtain fraudulent documentation listing developed Into a major black market center, Federal om- ., 
them as representatives bf a legitimate government. clals say, becau..,e of Its proximity to Central America and , 

There Is an even more sophisticated black market for . . · because billions of dollars ln drug money - often used to . : 
bigger mllltary equipment. According to United States buy arms - now Into Miami, Nicaraguan oUlclal!I said · 
authorities, South Korea has become a center fot manu- thllt many of the wen pons they used to overthrow Anasta-
facturing American-designed military equipment. One &lo Somoza Debayle In 1979 were purchased In Miami and ; 

_ _ ____ · ----·-·· _ _ __ , shlppedtoNlcaraguathroughPanamaandCostaRlca. •· :'•' 
, . . r' • ,·, ·,• ' 

,. 
':\ 

p : PLO--ELSA-LV R PD e WIison Eluded the System , .. , . 
It ls often difficult to determine where a legitimate 

deal ends ahd an Illegal one begins. It Js perfectly legal In , 
the United States and most other nations to sell weapons. ; 
J]uuloiy_Eede@I restrictions Involve shipment and the 
~ns• lntend~e. Jlie State Department muarrp:- '. 
prove foreign sales and the Cm1toms Service monitors the , . 
shipments. But according to Federal officials, the system .. 

, ! 

· frequently breaks down. The Customs Service lack8 the .. 
l manpower to open eve·ry piece of cargo and the State De-· 1: 

partment approval system ls based on tl"\!St. There Is Jlltle .. 
anyone can do If a buyer misrepresents a·shlpment's final , : 
destination or simply labels arms as something else. . · . < , 

The system's naws were demonstrated ln.19TI when, :. 
accor,sllng to Justice Department officials, Edwin P,.WII- 1 

son lllegalfy shipped 20 tons'of plastic explosives trom . 
Houston to Libya by marking the good9 a.s oil drilling 

. fluid. Mr. Wll~on and another former employee of the 
· - Central lntelllgehce Agency, Frank. E. Terpll, -were In­

dicted lrl 1980. "The problem In the Vnlted States ls not ac­
quisition of arms," said ·E . Lawrence Barcena Jr., the i 
chief prosecutor Ip the Wilson case., "The problem Is llle- 1 

. gal ~!version. Once the weapon!! !_eave the country, the '.. •1 

,vemment looes control. They can end up anywhere;" . :\ · ·. 
The International demand for arms has Jed to the ': 

development of .underground transportation networks. · : 
Mexican authorities and American lntelllgence officials·. , ·. 
said they knew of several networks for getting arms to . · · 

· Central America. They said one Is run by the Palestine . I;­
Liberation Organization, which keeps agents at strategic . · ·, 
transshipment points such as London, Lisbon end Mexico . 

· .. City to provide the official contacts and paperwork neces-
• liary to guide weapons thro\lgh. (A Lebanese leftist news- . 

paper reported lest week thot a Salvadoran. guerrilla 
Ieadersecretlyvl!llted the P.L.O. lender, YaslrAratat.) · 

Illegal arm~ purchasen pay a premium. Justice De­
partment officials said Mr. Terpll negotiated a multlmll, I • 
lion dollar deal to sell arms to Idl Amin In the late 1970'f 
and charged the Ugandan dictator at least three times the 
normal purchase price, "When you're 11elllng to Libya or 
to a guerrilla force, you don't bargain," a former weapon! 
, i, ·- • ~ .. -----~- - - ..... - ~ ~ - - - ··--· · ---· · 
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. . · N ~, . . 3/t ~ \ t ~ _ ,_·; · 
, . A .Guemlla Leader•.-) · 
, , :· ~ .. .,,, • .. , ... ·.c. • • .J - •• -~ , • 

f.•·':' OF Salvado~Rebels' 
; .. .. . .. :· .,.- .. • .. . ,. ':" .. ,. .. -- . . . 

· :: .. . · Said to Visit P.L. 0. 
-~ . •.: -- . - .. . -- . . 
, . .. ; : , .... . :• ,. r• ,, ~ ,,. , . " . , . · • ·_: _.-•1.o '::''. .. 

. BEIRUT,Man:hl7-0neofthelead-· 
ers of the rebel forces in El Salvador· 
bas paid a secret visit to Lebanon and 

. met With Yasir Arafat. the chairman ot . 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, 

, according to the Lebanese leftist daily ·. 
·AsSafir ,... .. . -· •.·. ~--·· •; ., . •• 

~ · The ~per ciiried ·an int~ew 
with the Salvadoran commander, who · -
was identified only as Lieut. CoL Mar- , 
tell. Tbe newspaper quoted b.im as ~ 
daring that his rebel group, the Fara- · 
bundo Marti National Liberation Front. 
wants the United States either to inter•:--:.: 
vene directly in El Salvador or act as a 
mediator between the rebels and the 
Government of ·· President Jose 
Napole6n0uarte. ···.:.· ·~- _.z ., 

"We are prepared for a dialogue as 
much as we are prepared to fight." 
Colonel Martell declared, the newspa-
perreported. ,· . . .. 

He said that Israel currently mam­
wm a considerable presence in El Sal­
vador, and said the rebels hAd , d~. 
strayed .four Israeli aircraft at the air­
port in San Salvador. 

A3 Sa.fir said the Salvadoran spent 10 
days with Palestinian guerrillas. and in­
spected their positions in• the field. It 
said be also met With Khalil al-Waz:ir, 
better lccown by his code name of Abu · 
Jihad, the top commander of Palestizr 

. . ian guerrilla forces here. . __ .,: :. 

,-

.... 

/ 
J 

.... 



I Leftist Says Salvadoran Troops . 
I .' Are Bw,~. 1,rffidp~ ~gsraelis J~ 

HAVANA, Oct. 9 (Reuters) - A C-Om- , 
munist leader from El Salvador says Is- '.; 
rael is training troops from the Central · 1 

American country in counterinsurgency. ", t. Scbaffic Jorge Handal, general secre- -: 
· tary of the El Salvador C-Ommunist '!. I Party, said army officers from his coun- · 
, try had g()Jle to Israel for training, and Is- :, 

I raeli military advisers had arrived in El ~ 
Salvador. . . ·. , 

1 He also said at a news conference that . · 
former members of the National Guard ·., 
o! the ousted Nicaraguan dictator, Anas- · 
tasio Somoza Debayle, were training in • 

. El ~alv;a~ to attack Nicaragua. 
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September 21, 1979 

Bi·others and Sisters: 

We, the members of the Bloc of Salvadoreans in Washington in 
Solidarity with the Popular Re,volutionary Bloc of El Salvador, 
bring you a cordial and rriil1tant sab:tte from the courageous people 
organized in El Salvador. We have decided to participate in this 
conference because our people, like the Palestinians, are united 
in the struggle to achieve a just and egalitarian world. WE CONFRONT 
THE SAME ENEMY. Our country like Palestine is at war. We 
demand more attention from the media. We want the world to be 
informed.. 

In these moments the crisis of Imperialism is felt in all corners 
of the world in which it is still able to exploit and dominate the 
people. This is possible only through the expenditure of great 
sums of money which fu.el the inflation that is felt by the people 
living in the United States. It is reflected in the high unemployment 
figures which reach monstrous proportions among the masses of 
Black, Latino, Puerto Rican, American Indian, Oriental and Mexican 
nationalities; in the evictions of poor and low-income people from 
their homes; racist attacks; hundreds of political prisoners; the 
nazi-like dragnets of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
better known as "La Migra"; and in'. cutbacks in social services and 
education · Here in Washington, D. C. the Senate is refusing to 
authorize the release of the already approved funds for the construction 
of the Mount Vernon Campus of U. D. C. (the University of the District 
of Columbia). But all of us know that the same Senate voted tb.i~ week 
to increase the military budge_t by 5%. Imperialism produces wars to 
cover the inherent crisis and tries to deceive the masses with 
u'nreal enemies · or behind 'the cry of the defense of a false democracy . 

An example of 'Imperialism's domination is what is happening in 
Central America to the people of El Salvador who are withstanding 
all kinds of repression and massacres by a Fas cistoid. military 
dictatorship, by this we mean a military dictatorship that tries 
to create a social base inspired by a fascist methodology . We accuse 
'CJ . S. !rnperia li s rn of creating, maintaining and nourishing the military 
forces of El Salvador which carry out such a strategy. 

It is through its fa i thful servants like Israel that the impedalists are 
able to establish a constant flow of all kinds of weaponry, such as 
tanks, planes, sophisticatedcombat jets, armed helicopt-ers, automatic 
weapons, and also provide military training on counte:- -insurgency 
methods including torture . This was happening at the time in whi ch 
the U.S. was implementing its phony human rights campaign. T h e 
':iyprocrisy of this campaign was recently exposed when the U . S . 
Government announced that: it will :-esurr.e mil i ta:-y aid to :he go ve:- n r:,encs 



of Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras. They are the clients in 
Central America of the Zionist world-wide attack against peoples' 
liberation movements and progressive governments. In Africa 
they are actively engaged in •collaborating with the racist regimes in 
Southern Africa and helping King Hassan of Morocco against the 
Polisario guerillas. ·· 

Zionist intervention in El Salvador as well as in Guatemala, and to a . ... 
lesser degree in Honduras, does not stop here. ·They are also active 
in the training of profess_ionals in agricultural, industrial and socio­
political aspects. In the agricultural area they have made more 
efficient the traditional export harvests like cotton, sugar cane and 
coffee that bring absolutely'no benefit to our people, but rather make 
the already enormously rich large land-owners even richer . These 
land-owners at the same time own the banks, industries and commerce 
that generate for the great majority of our people misery, hunger, 
malnutrition and forced migration, mainly•to the U.S. to become 
so-called "illegal aliens". They are in reality displaced people, as 
are the Palestinians. The under-utilization of the work force is 
evidenced by the harvests which provide people with jobs for only three 
months of the year. Zionist capitalists like DeSola, Goldtree, Lie bes, 
Guttfreund and others, are favored by this kind of "development aid" 
and in turn they heavily contribute to Israel I s war chest. 

In the socio-political aspect the intervention takes the form of aid to 
develope cooperatives which aim to .create a climate of understanding 
between the workers and their exploiters They create the false 
illusion among the workers that the machinery, the land and the 
production is their property and since that basis for distribution of 
the profits is in direct relation with the initial investment of the member, 
they should be content and satisfied with the meager salaries they' get. 
Examples of these are the mas-s transportation cooperatives in the cities 

. wl_,.ere they succ_essfully wi,ped out the bus drivers' union through making 
th~·m part.:.ers, that is, cooperative members. Moreover, the cooperatives 
in :the countrysi~e serve as support for the paramilitary band of a.ssasins 
and spies known as 0. R. D. E. N, the Nationalist Democratic Crganization 
whose initials in Spanish sp.ell the word that means "orde:- 11

• This 
organization was founded by General Alberto Medrano afte:- he made a 
training t:-ip to Israel. He is an ex-chief of tb.e bloody National Guard of 
El Salvador and an ex-CL~ agent by his own admission. Because of its 
peasant composition this organization is especially essential to the Army 
The knowledge of ru:-al paths and roads in the countryside is vi.tal and 
facilitates the persecution and repression of the peasantry . OR DEN is 
also responsible for • the control of the population's daily activity . It 
prevents the peasants who are oz:ganized from living with_their families 
because of the thr ·eats of being ambushed or denounced; they also carry 
out torture, selective as sasinations, killing of live stock and bu::-ning 
of small farms and of the peasants I humble huts. The occurrence of 
these attacks is g:1,"owing. And so a.re the people's answers. 
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Our situation in what refers to the political prisoners is very much 
like that of Palestine's freedQm fighters. There are prisoners that 

, ( 

have been jailed since 1968; now the dictatorship does not take 
prisoners, it only as sasinates or causes people to disappear . 

Based on what we have expos~d we ask this workshop to resolve: 
a) A condemnation of the ··zionist state . of Israel because of its 
participation in. maintaining the deplorable conditions under which the 
peoples of Palestine, El .Salvador and Southern Africa are forced to 
live; 
b) The immediate halt to the repression of our peoples in the forms of 
as sasinations, disappearances, massacres and political imprisonments; 
c) Concrete solidarity with the Salvadorean people, organized under the 
leadership of the B. P.R. expressed in the dissemination of denouncements 
and with economic contributions directed to 

B.S.W.B.P.R. 
P.O. Box884 
Adelphi, MD 20783 

Consequently we take on the commitment to support the heroic struggle 
of the Palestinian people as our people confront the fascistoid aggression 
of Imperialism and its faithful puppets. 

In the face of fascistoid aggression the organized combat of the people 
is the only answer. ' 

The Bloc of Salvadoreans in Washington 
in Solidarity with the Revolutionary Popular Bloc 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE -designate 
WASHINGTON 

April 6, 1981 

i 
Mr. Thomas A. ·· Dine-- , · 
Executive Director 
American Israel .Public Affairs Committee 
444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Suite 412 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Mr. Dine: 

. ., 

On March 27 I had occasion to make some 
remarks before an ADL group visiting the State 
Department and spoke to them about the involvement 
of the PLO in El Salvador. I thought you might be 
interested in this subject. 

Enclosed is a zerox of several pages from the 
July 1980 issue of the PLO's information bulletin 
Palestine. It notes that the special guest in 
Managua to honor the first anniversary of the 
Sandinista takeover was Yasir Arafat. The text 
notes "There is no doubt _t;.hat there is a common 
front against the common enemy ... " The text is 
filled with references to the relationship of 
events in the Caribbean to the Palestinian struggle." 

The leader of the __ E;],._ S_a@dor Communist Party 
is Shafik Handal. Handal's parents are Palestinian 
emigres to El Salvador. Handal identifies himself 
as a Palestinian . . Seginning March 18, 1981, Handal 
has been visiting Beirut where he quickly met with 
Yasir Ar~fat and Nayif Hawatmah, Secretary-General 
of the D~LP, Democratic Front for the Liberiation 
of Palestine, the official host for Handal's visit. 
He also met with members of the PFLP, George Habbash's 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. On 
public occasions, Handal has stressed the close 
relations between "liberation movements" in Latin 
America and the Palestini ans. In interviews, he 
has noted his family's Palestinian origin and has 
claimed that others in El Salvador's 2,000-rnernber 
Palestinian community were also in the guerrilla 
forces. 



International Report- PLO Activities in Latin •America- June 1980 

Cuba and the PLO . . 
, / 

The PLO first surface in Latin America in 1966. Ravanna, Cuba was 
.. 

the site of the First Conference of the Organization of Solidarity 6f the 

Peoples of Asia, Africa and'Latin America (O~PAAL): At that conference, 

Fidel Castro and the PLO -clashed on ideological lines, but ~y soon 

worked out their differences and began a close cooperation effort which 

contiues to this day. 

By 1968, Cuban intelligence and military personnel were assisting 

the PLO on training missions in North Africa and Iraq. In 1969, Cuban 

·national liberation officers were in joint training with PLO officers in 

the USSR, and in June of that year, Cuban members of the training class 

went to Egypt where they conducted a joint raid into the Israeli 

occupied Sina0esert, as subsequently reported by Paris newspaper Le Monde. 

Fidel Castro met with PLO leaders in Algeria in May 1972 to discuss 

stepped-up coordination of activities. As a result of the meeting in Alger 

the PLO undertook to augment Cuban training of Latin American guerrillas 

with specialized instruction~ _in Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya. To 

further strengthen the PLa-~uban connection, the RLO opened its 

first Latin Ameri.can office in Cuba on December 18, 1974. 

- report claims that Guyan~n and Grenda are aligned with Cuban policy on 
the Middle East- Call ADL. 

-Latin America Weekly Report Feb. 22, 1980 

~ Cuba broke diplomatic relations with Israel in the mid-1970 1 s 

Latin America Weekly Report- Aug 7th, 1981 

The decision to hold the .UN annual seminar on ithe rights of the 
Palestinian people in Hava~na this year is a minor setback for 
the PLO in its campaign for recognition in Latin America. Th e 
UN committee, which is chaired by Cuba, had hoped to find a venue 
in a more neutral country, which would have fiven more political weig· 
to the event. But both Panama and Guyana declined to host the 
Meeting, ostensibly because of problems with dates. 



i 

-Support in the Open and Clandestine Struggle • 
Moscow and International Terrorism of Late Links between Latin 
America and the Near East 

by Rolf Tophove~ 24 November 1981 . . 
, / 

Paraphrased- The eight hundred rebels who launched an attack against 
·the Grand Mosque in Mecca in November 1978 had been· 
trained for te_rror assignment by Cuban and GDR instructors 
in a camp ne.ar· Lahej in South Yemen,· kept under strict 
Soviet control. · 

. . 
; 

*A CIA report of 23 February 1981 dealt with the 
of the PLO on the Latin American continent, where 
Arafat organization is backed by the Cuban secret 
(Direction General de Inteligencia)/ 

activities 
the 
service,DGI 

*Behind Castro's agents, in turn, stands the KGB. The 
head of the DGI in Havana is a high-ranking officer of 
the Soviet secret service. 
*In addition, Cuba serves as a transit point for arms 
shipment to the Near East 

\ Cr -,-< -, 
' : ·- ;. 
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PLO GIVES AIRCRAFT TO NICARAGUA 

NEW YORK, MAY 17, 1982 

As a gift from the PLO, Nicaragua is receiving a Boeing 707 freight 

aircraft, according to a broadcast monitored by sources of the World Jewish 

Congress. 

The report of the gift was carried in a broadcast earlier this week 

by Managua radio. It was contained in the lengthy state-of-the-nation 

address relayed by the radio of R. Cordova Rivas, a member of the Nicaraguan 

junta. 

In his remarks, Rivas said that the plane "will arrive here soon." 

In a separate development 1 ,the PLO radio from Beirut, "The Voice of 

Palest .ine", reported that Yasir Arafat will pay an official visit to India 

on 21 ·May. 

-30-
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FIDEL CASTRO ATTEMPTS TO COMFORT DEFEATED PLO 

The following article is published in the September 6 edition of the Trotskyist magazine, 
INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS. Few, who are familiar with Castro's obsessions, will be sur­
prised by his accusation that the U.S.A. inspired genocide in Lebanon: . . 

, / 

Fidel Castro hails PLO fighters. 

(The following letter from Fidel Castro 10 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) chair­
man Yassir Arafat was published on the front 
page of the August 24 Cuban Communist Party 
daily Granma. The translation is by lntuconti• 
!'lt' ,"!fnl Pr;,t< J 

• • 
Dear Comrade Arafat: 

Once more the Palestinian people have dem­
onstrated their integrity and valor. The Palesti• 
nian combatants supported by the Lebanese 
patriots were besieged by a technologically and 
numerically superior enemy endowed with the 
most sophisticated war-materiel. an enemy 
armed and advised by the United States of 
America and accustomed to explosively un­
leashing the t,litzkrieg . But the Palestinian 
people were able 10 resist with unequaled dig­
nity, and 10 hold back the machinery of de­
struction and death marshaled by the Zionists. 
From the ruins of West Beirut, under cross-fire 
from Israeli naval bombardment. artillery, and 
warplanes, the military response of the 
Palestinian fighters, supported by the Lebanese 
patriots, never let up for an instant. 

With astonishment and admiration, the 
whole world watched the courageous example 
provided by the Palestinian people in defense 
of their inalienable rights, under the sure guid­
ance of the PLO, their sole legitimate represen­
tative, and with the invaluable inspiration of 
your presence in the front line of battle . 

!r, ta..l:i~t: •he road 0f ~•.!!~, the P~le~tini'ln 
troops .did SQ · singing their anthems and with 
their flags tly'ing, their weapons and heads held 
high . . 

Such an atmy has not been defeated . 
Such an army has added ·new glory to the 

glory ii already has . 
The blood that has been spilled in Lebanon 

m~st now be added to the record of the present 
U.S. administration. That administration, 
which supported the Zionists while ma.Icing 
huge political efforts to achieve negotiated sol-

. utions favor.able to its interests and those of the 

Letter to Yassir Arafat 

Tel Aviv regime, can undoubtedly be! viewed . 
as the inspirer of this· gen~1de, whi.f~}~_k_11ew 
about well in advance and to which it gave its 
full support and consent. 

A new stage has opened before the Palestin­
ian people ard their 1ead.-rs. anrl it will ~ no 
less complex and difficult than those stages 
already completed in your long struggle to 
realize your trampled-upon rights . 

Now it will be more necessary than ever 10 

call upon the reserves of energy and capacity 
for mobilization, organization, and discipline 
of the leading cadres, of the fighters, and of the 
Palestinian people as a whole. This will be 
necessary in order to reorganize the struggle in 
whatever forms it may take, and to carry out 
the battle with the same . heroism shown in 
Beirut and elsewhere in Lebanon. 

It will be more necessary than ever that there 
be the closest unity in the ranks of the PLO and 
among the combatants of the various organiza­
tions that make it up. This unity will be a deci­
sive factor in eliminating any manifestation of 
demoralization and in preparing for the new 
battles that lie ahead . 

Only through this struggle, which we know 
will be long and filled with difficulties, can the 
fraternal Palestinian people achieve their na­
tional aspirations and establish an independent 
Palestinian state, which is the only way to fi. 
nally resolve the central problem of the Middle 
East crisis . 

The· Palestinian combatants are fighting in 
:;e ~a~,: :r:nch 3.S the C::itr: 1 Americ."lr? p~c ... 
pies .. who are today threatened by the direct in­
tervention of U.S . troops, and in the same 
trench as the African peoples, who are under 
attack by the racists from South Africa. 

It is also the same trench as the one occupied 
by ,0ur people, who are bravely confronting 
U.S. imperialism 's threats of direct aggres­
sion. 

By defending their national rights, the Pal­
estinians have defended the rights of all the 
world's revolutionaries . and the blood spilled 

by their ~ons is like the blood of our own pco-

pies . 
The pain over the loss of brave fighters ,md 

over the losses among the civilian population 
is -our own pain. The pride in their heroism in 
battle is also our own pride. 

Th~refore, kn,:,..vinz th,!t there zre ihc,,_••~nds 
of orphaned Palestinian children for whuni the 
doors of the future have been gradually dosed. 
we have made the decision to receive 500 of 
them to do their studies in Cuba. in a school 
that will be named "Battle of Beirut," in a 
humble show of solidarity with our Palestinian 
brothers. 

We feel that this is a modest effort by our 
people to help alleviate to some degree the af­
termath of the Israeli aggression . 

Our people, party, and government, wh ile 
extending their hand in solidarity to the Pales­
tinian people, wish to reiterate 10 them our 
readiness to resist any imperialist aggression to 
the end, inspired by the examples provided 
yesterday by the Vietnamese people and now 
by the heroic resistance of the Palestinians and 
their allies in the Lebanese National Move­
ment. 

We know that our resistance will make it 
more difficult to implement imperialist policy 
and that through ii we will contribute to the 
struggle and resistance of other peoples . 

I wish to express to you our readiness to re­
ceive you in Cuba, at the time you feel is most 
convenient, in order to pursue the exchange of 
opinions on this situation and international 
event), au~ to ~A pres.> lV :,vu i.he hi5h~.)i. a i:,, piC· 

ciation of the Cuban people. 
Esteemed comrade, please receive the pro­

fession of my deepest and most sincere friend­
ship. 

Fidel Castro 

First Secretary of the Communist Party of Cu­
ba and President of the Council of State and of 
the Revolutionary Government of Cuba 

September 6, 1982 

SOVIET BAPTIST MOTHERS ARRESTED 

"On April 20 the following members of the Union of Relatives of Christian Evangelical­
Baptist Prisoners were arrested: Alexandra Kozorezova (mother of ten children; her 
husband is already in prison), Zinaida Vilchinskaya, Lyubov Kostyuchenko (mother of ten ) , 
Serafima Yudintseva (twelve children), Galina Rytikova (mother of ten), Lydia Bondar (who 
has bee.r1 on an illegal status since 1979), and Yuri Ovcharer.ko." (SAMIZDAT, July-1982) 



May 15, 1978 

f: CUBANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST -
President Carter, on May 13, announced for the first time that thare was growing 

Cuban presence in the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen -- Aden). This 
is not a new situation and the timing of the "revelation" is open to question. 

There has been a communist regime in South Yemen since 1969. Cuban troops have 
been in South Yemen since 197L1, and their number has no_t significantly increased since 
1974. 

Israel is the one Middle Eastern state which has been genuinely threatened by 
Cuban troops -- when in 1973-1975 ~o~er· 2,500 Cubans were ~tationed in Syria. These 
Cuban troops participated in the Syrian War of Attrition in 1974 -- yet at no time 
did American Admini strations warn- against the Cuban threat to a clo~e ally of the 
U.S. 

CUBANS IN SOUTH YEMEN 

The National Liberation Front came to power in South Yemen soon after the 
former Aden Protectorate was granted indepeudence by the British. Since 1969 South 
Yemen has been a Marxist republic with close ties to both the People's Republic of 
China and the Soviet Union. The USSR has maintained large naval facilities at Aden 
and Socotra Island for the last five years. 

Cuban forces first arrived in South Yemen in 1974. The level of 200-300 advisors 
and technicians has remained stable since t hat time. The Cub~ns have had t wo roles i n 
South Yemen. First, to train and modernize the small South Yemen Army. Second, to 
provide t r aining for Dhofari rebels based in neighboring Oman. 

South Yemen has never been a significant threat to Saudi Arabia. Its .;.ir force, 
according t o the I nt ernational Institute of Strategic Studies, is comprised of 12 NiG-·17 
f i ghters, and 6 IL-28 light bombers, only a . fraction of ~hich are considered op erational . 
South Yemen's armor units presently consist of 200 old T-34 and T-54 t anks, and 20 
armored cars. Saudi Ar abia's current forces dwarf those of South Yemen fro r.: every 
viewpoint -- modernity , firepower, mobility and sheer number. 

Though tribal battles have occasionally taken place in this area, large scale 
military action by South Yemen against Saudi Arabia is all but i mpossible. 300 miles 
of the most forbidd i ng desert in the world (the Rub al-K:-iali) separate South Yemen 
from the ne;a_rest Saudi to~. · 

' CUBANS IN SYRIA 

The real C11han t hreat in t he Middle East has been mad e aga i nst I srael on behalf 
of Syria . The March 3 and Ma rch 15 i ss ue s o f the Fo re ign Repo rt of t he Lcn~on Economist 
de t ai l ed the Cuban involvement i n Sy ria . Fr om late 1973 th rough mid- 197 5, ti:ere were 
more than 2,500 Cubans i n Syria . Most ,ro re a ttached t o 3r rnor un i t s , operat in~ 250 - 300 
tanks an d s e.rvicing the 2,000+ tanks o f the Syria n forces . The Cuban un i ts Here used 
r epeat edly against Is r ael dur ing t he Syrian-Israeli Wa r of Attr ition in 1974 . The 
Cubans s uf{e r ed 130 dead and 25 0 wounded , and kill~J 68 I sraelis. Most Cub~n forces 
were: wi r:hdr.::.,-n in na r ch, 197 5, t hough 2.00 Cuhan advisors r emain in Syria . F,u t the Cubc:.11 
threat to Isra~: h~s uot ended . It has been re l iably reported tha t t he Soviet Unjon has 
cs t ub l isl1c<l pr e- posi t ioned t nnk nnd a r mor. units in La t ~kia and Damas cus , and plnn~ to 
airlif t U!)•.-:nrds 0 £ 5,000 Cuban troops· to m-.:m these w c :1[)LW S in any future conflict . .\ 
pr c;,1.i.sc of Cub.:111 t roop s and tanks cre~;s was rc,.po rtc<lly ,)nrt 0f t he S;,Ti.an- Sovict secret 
ar1'.1s ;1~rcL·,::vnt ne~oti:, t e:d i n ~-lu~;cow in F,!bru :1ry , 1978. ,\a.:.ilys t s ~l.so no t e SiJ ('rndic 
Cuh .. ~:1 a.id r.o P:11.1:!~tin:.;m gue r r-i l.L1s in Let-i:inon . l'h:.l.:in t:l: r.'.'ldio, and the l.:,·,sr on Globe 
rc[H)::tcJ c 1~l.y t,:o W('Cl:s ngo tl1:1t r.o r c than ::uo Cub:1n ,;oJ.dicrs ~1:1d instructor ~~ had 
,tn:ivt.:J in Lebanon i:nJil t E.Lhiopi.,1 ,.mJ h,1J _i c,j_neJ l' LiJ 11.11· ,: es tH.!.::i r Tyre . 
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minl~tratlon, said the role ol citizen groups 
like MADD and Remove Intoxicated Drivers 
<RID> "has been absolutely critical." Moul• 
den said the initial Call!omia re.suits show 
drivers responding to the threat of pen.a.l• 
tles, but he advised a close look at how rir· 
orou.s!y Judges and prosecutors apply the 
la'll,"3 when cases berm to come to court 1n 
two weeks. 

Reduct~ drunken drivinr. Moulden said. 
"appears to be a political and not a techni• 
cal problem." Most states have harsh penal· 
ties on their book.! that are rarely invoked. 
he said. 

Many ol the changes In Cali!omla law In· 
volve subtle dlstlnctlon.s and technicalities 
such a.s a new statute making a .10 percent 
blood alcohol level absolute evidence, and 
not Ju.st a presumption. that the driver Ls 
under the ln!luence of alcohol. Maryland 
last year also stlf!ened Its blood alcohol 
level requlrement.s. resulting In a sh&rp In• 
crease in arrests for drunken driving. But 
Maryland, Vlrrinla and the DI.strict have 
not yet Instituted the k.lnd of penalties !or 
drunken drivers now In effect In California. 

But M.ADD chapters are work.Ing on It. 
Susan Midgett of Norfolk, the Vlrrinla state 
representative for M.ADD, sald her group Ls 
PU.Shin&' for law chanres that wW be "a 
whole lot" like those Cali!omla has, "except 
there are a lot of loopholes here we also 
want to plu&," Maryland's MADD chapter Is 
headed by Tom and Dorothy Sexton o! 
Bowie. 

Under the new Call!omla law, every con• 
viction !or driving under the ln!luence of al· 
cholol requires a jail sentence of at least -i8 
hours. '11,ith one exception. I! the case Ls a 
misdemeanor first o!!ense. the judge may 
substitute a fine, require attendance at 
drinking drivers' school and a 90-day license 
suspension including permission to drive 
only to and from work. 

A mandatory minimum fine of S375 for 
every drivin&-under-the-ln!luence conviction 
has been instituted. and S20 of each fine 

• '11,ill be directed to a victims' lndemnltY fund 
to help pay accident damages. 

On a second drunken driving conVictlon, a 
judge may require the driver to attend an 
alcoholic treatment prornm for one year 
and add further jail time l! he or she fails to 
attend. If a Judge dlsmwes a drunken dt1V• 
Ing charge or reduces one to a l~r o!• 
fense, he must read Into the record hJs rea­
son.s !or doinr so, and tills su=ary must 
remain on his personal record, the Call!or­
nia law provides.• 

MISSING IN ACTION 

HON. ROBERT K. DORNAN 
. or CALI70Rlll.A 

I.N TKE HOUSE OP' REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesdav, January 27, 1982 
• Mr. DORNAN o! Ca.ll!ornia. Mr. 
Speaker, as we begin our 10th year 
sinc-e the signing oJ the Paris peace ac­
cords. I have more hope that an hon• 
orable resolution will be reached re­
garding the 2,500 heroic men who 
have not been accounted for in Indo­
china. It is my hope that live heroes 
will be returned to their beloved ·coun­
try to which they devoted their lives . . 

I would like to draw my colleague's 
attention to a letter I received from 
Patricia O'Grady Aloot. whose father, 
MaJ. John Francis O'Grady, is 1 of the 
2.500 men who has not returned to 
this great Nation to which he devoted 
his li!e. The letter follows: 

The sky was rimmed with a violet hu 
Dawn broke quietly over the Nevada dese 
as my father entered my room for the la.st 
time. He was tall and Impressive In his navy 
uniform. but his vaY eyes were misty with 
tears. "Don't worry," he said. "I'll be back 
when summer's In the meadow." I smiled at 
the familiar. words from hJs !a·~urite song. 
Then. he gently ltwed my sister and I good• 
bye. Strldin& out of our bedroom. he told ua 
to stay In bed. But the moment his last suit­
case wu stowed In the family car and the 
!root door ·squeaked closed. seven sleepy 
children raced to the window to wave their 
goodbyes. We,never saw our father again. 

Not-ooll did he never come back to us, but 
more tragically, he never ca.me baclt to his 
country. And. llVing 'll,1th that knowledge re-· 
kindles my grief. My father was a good and 
kind ·man who served his country well even 
though It must have been difficult for such 
a gentle. Intelligent person. Yet, despite his 
commitment to his country, his !ate and the 
fate of thousands of others has been li· 
nored by our leaders and erased from our 
oatlonal conscieoce. 

Time and tears have helped heal my per• 
son.al sorrow 1.11d the throbbing hurt of my 
loss. Yet, the neglect o! my father's memory 
remains a plerein~ pain and denies me my 
heritage. M the oldest child and on beh&l! 
of my siblings, I need to know I! my father 
lives or how he died on that long ago d&y In 
Apt1L I need to welcome h1m With open 
arma or carry flowers to his grave. I need to 
know that he lies sleeping In a comfortable 
bed or In a puce!ul. hallowed &TQund. The 
answers to these questions have haunted me 
!or more that hal! the days of my ll!e. 

The key is out there somewhere to 
open the door to this agonizing prob­
lem. It requires an intensive !ocus on 
this issue by the executive branch, the 
elected representatives o! the people 
and by the people themselves. Obvi• 
ously, a major role will have to be 
played by the American press, in alert­
ing the public to this humanitarian 
problem which ha.s been unresolved 
!or too long. It is my hope that 1982 
will mark the resolution of .tt,Js page . 
in a tragic chapter o! American histo­
ry with the full and complete account­
ing o! th~e brave people and the end 
of the suffering !or them. their fam.J. 
lies, and all other concerned citizens.• 

HON. URRY McDONALD 
or C:EO!l.GU 

IN nµ: HOUSE 01' REl'RESENTATIVl:S 

Wedne3da11, January 27, 1982 
e Mr. McDONALD. Mr. Speaker, i! 
the old saying is true that "we are 
known by the friends we keep," then it 
is indeed interesting to learn that tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
loaned the Sandanista Government of 
Nicaragua about 6 million pounds or 
something Just short of $12 milllon re. 
cently. Actually, the PLO is more like 
a big corporation 1n !ts financing 
rather than a struggling guerrilla. 
group. Therefore, I commend this very 
interesting item to the attention of my 
colleagues that appeared 1n the Daily 
Telegraph <London> of December 2, 
1981. 

Th e Liberation Organisation has 
· lent .c6,000,000 to the Sandinista Govern• 
ment In Nicaragua to give new weight to the· 
PLO's boast that It Is the "richest liberation 
organl.sation In the world." 

According to !lnandera In Beirut the PLO 
now has a "legal" Income of at least .Cl25 
million a year. Most of this comes from 
direct grant.a from Arab statea and !rom 
taxes paid b:y Palestinians work.Ing In the 
Gui!. 

These Palestinians have between three 
and five percent of their wages deducted at 
source. 

But an increasingly Important part of the 
PLO finance comes from Investments, and 
because some of these Investments are In 
countries and companies which would be 
considered "enemies o! the Palestine Revo­
lution" all details are kept strictly secret. 

ID Beirut. with It.a 80 dl!!ereot banking 
houses and hundreds of fringe finance or• 
ganlsatlons.. money matters are ha.rd to con• 
ceal. however, and It is k.Down that the 
PLO's "o!flcia.l" Income 1s at least matched 
b'y · the money it receives !rom other 
sources-Investment Income and "under-the­
counter" graota. 

POLITICAL ~ 

It Is the Arab Bank. based In Amman. 
whlch handles the bulk of PLO Income. 
with experts from the Kuwait Investment 
Corporation adVislni where surplus !unds 
should be placed. 

They are said to give their advice on 
purely flnancl.al criteriL But the Palestine 
National Fund. under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Sa.lab Dabbagh, and alter consultations 
with the 15-member Executive Council of 
the PLO under Ya.sser Ara!a.t, often decides 
on "political" Investments. 

Thw a Belgu.n alr<harter firm ls lariely 
owned by the PLO so that Its planes can 
tran.,port arms. 

Two hotels tn Beirut have been bought to 
provide secuh accomodaUon tor Important 
guests. 

A mec.lcal supply company In France ls 
largely ~wned. and so are a disco­
theque In Rome and a chicken !arm In 
Syrta. 

ID addition the "Samed" orvanl,sa.tlon. set 
up to proVide worx for disabled. old or destl• 
tute former members o! the orp.nisatlon. ls 
DOW ma.lt.lng a profit. 

Samed C"stead!a.st" In Arabic> runs small 
work.shops making clothes. furniture. or 
handier&!t.,, and eoploys more than 3,000 
people. 

AJUilS Pl\OvtDED F'P..Z:Z: 

Not all the revenue ls u.sed to fuel the 
PLO's war machine. Toe amount spent on 
arms ls relatively sma.ll. a.s most weaponry ls 
provided free by countries such a.s Lybla., 
SY?ia.. or Iraq. 

The relatively generous and effective 
system of pension.s for dependants of PLO 
men killed In action or disabled ls a major 
drain on !unds. 

So, too. Is the Palestine Red Crescent, 
'11,"hich I'1llU 800-bed hospitals In Lebanon 
and more than 20 clinics. and employs some 
300 doctors. not all of them Pa.lestir1la.n. 

The 100 PLO of!lces around the ~.orld. 
the "embassies" o! the movement. have to 
be stat!ed. a.nd the acco=odat!on has to 
be paid for.-

And <a major Item> the rei'Jlar Palestln• 
Ian "fighters" have t.o be paid, a.s s:1.·ell as the 
leaders of the movement and the consider­
able burea.ucn.cy. 
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So complicated ha.s It all become that 

Yaser Arafat called In a business consultant, 
Dr. Bann Shaath. a professor at the Amer1• 
can University ot Beil:ut, to advise on 
streamlining the system. . 

The professor reported there was .. very 
little" corruption In the admlnlstratlon of 
the huge funds, though at one time some of. 
flclals were !ound to have been gambling 
with embezzled fund3.e 

OUR FRIENDS IN TAlW.AN 

HON. EDWARD J. DERWINSKI 
or I.LLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 27, 1982 

e Mr. DERWINSKI. Mr. Speak.er, the 
Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 gives the 
!ull !orce o!, law to the American com• 
mitment to supply adequate defensive 
weapons to the Republic of China. As 
a major trading partner of the United 
States, Taiwan Is a strategically locat• 
ed Island. Its survival as a prosperous, 
viable nation ls ·of obvious importance 

under license '11.'0U)d be fully consistent with 
the security ties spelled out ln the U.S.· 
Taiwan Relations Act. approved by Con• 
gress following the establishment of full 
diplomatic relations with Peking In 1979. 

China will continue to oppose any sale of 
U.S. anp.s to Ti.!wan and may even threaten 
to cool Its rapµruchement with Washington. 
But China's lt'aders know what American 
policymakers ought to recogn.Jze as well: 
That the Slno-Amer:lca.n courtship !.s based 
almost exclusively on mutual distrust of the 
Soviet Union. 

Selling,: str!ctl:y defensive al.rcra!t to 
Tai~ won't alter the superpower equation 
that ha..s pushed -China towud cooperation 
with the United States. What an appr'opri­
ate U.S.-Taiwa.n arms agreement would do ls 
demonstrate to anxious American allies In 
Asia and elsewhere that Washington doesn't 
forget lu friends. That is the kind of signal 
that even Pekl..ng ma.y someday come to ap­
preciate.• 

THE JOB OF REDUCING THE 
DEFICIT 

HON. WILLIAM E. DANNEMEYER 
to the United States. or CAI.UORNIA 

The subject of providing modern de: - IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTAl"IVES 
!ensive fighter aircraft to the Republic Wednesday, January 27, 1982 
of China on Taiwan was addr.essed in a • Mr. D.ANNEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
very timely and effective editorial Congress will soon begin the process o! 
which appeared in the Aurora, DL 
Beacon-News of January ll. As thls 1:1 shaping the .Federal budget !or fiscal 
an issue to which I completely sub- year 1983. This morn.in.g's Washington 
scribe, I wish to insert it into the Post carries a story In which a.Q.mi.nis· 
RECORD !or the Members' review: tration sources are reported as saying 

[From the Beacon-News. Jan. ll, 19821 that the budget deficit !or fiscal year 
1982 will be a record one, slightly 

U.S. CAN'T FoRcrr FllDrns m TAIWA."l under $100 billion. While the Presi• 
The Chinese Nationalist government on dentis formal budget message will not 

Taiwan has been pressing Was~n !or be transmitted to us until .February 8, 
permission to purchase advanced !l&hter 1982, the same news story suggests 
aircraft since 1979. Predictably, the prospec- . that the t•~ftft, year 1983 deficit will be 
tive sale ha..s long since assumed a signill• ...,._.,,. 
cance that is more political than military. more than $90 billion. 

Taiwan desires IL new a.nns deal with the These levels o! deficit spending are 
United States partly a..s a tangible symbol of simply unacceptable, i! we are to ch.art 
Wa..shington's continued solicitude for the a course of economic recovery. The 
freedom and security of 18 million Chinese task of reducing these deficits falls to 
who have no desire to be swallowed by the the Congress In general. and the 
Communist mainland. Peking · officials. o! · House o! Representatives In particular 
course, oppose . anything that would 
strengthen Taiwan's resistance to eventual as the ;!:louse of Congress charged with 
assimilation, whether by persuasion. intimi• originating money legislation by the 
dation, or the outright ~e of force. Constitution. 

The Carter administration and It., succes• On Monday, January 25, 1982, in a 
sor under President Reagan. caught be- special order commencing at page lilO 
tween conflicting pressures . to preserve o! the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, I ad­
Taiwan's :security and to Lmprove relatlorui dressed myself. !n detail, to the eco• 
with The People's Republic of China, re- nomics of deficit spending. I quoted 
peatedly postponed a. decision. The only 
signal sent to either Taiwan or Peking wa..s from a January 19, 1982, op-ed piece in 
one of vacillation. hardly a posture that the ' Wall Street Journal by Martin 
could in.still respect tor American foreign Feldstein. professor of economics at 
policy. Harvard and president of the National 

The time has come. '11.·e think. !or Wash• Bureau o! Economic Research. Mr. 
ington to reach a decision. political consid• Feldstein's article carries the headline, 
erations aside, Taiwan has a demonstrable . "The Job of Reducing the Deficit." It 
need tor new fighters to replace the aging Is an excellent statement. and while I 
F-5As and F-lO0s tha.t now are the main• 
stays of the island's air defenses. would dissent from the conclusion 

From Washington's standpoint, the Ideal that the 1983 installment of the indi• 
replacements would be the new F-5Es and vidual tax-rate reduction should be 
F-SGs that would sii.ni!icantly strengthen postponed, on balance the article is 
Taiwan's air defense without posing even a worthy of our careful consideration. 
symbolic threat to mainland China. Al- The full text of the article is as fol• 
though Taiwan wants the more advanced F- los;1,-s; 
16. the modernized F-5 models designed spe-
ci!!cally tor export to U.S. allies '11."ith limit• T-,u: Joa 01' RtDUClNC THE F'I:D!:RAL DUlCIT 

ed defense budgets would be both accept- <By Martin Feldstein> 
a.ble a.nd appropria.t~. Speculating a.bout the President's reaction 

The sale of F-SEs and even an agreement to the budget advice of his economic coun• 
permitting Taiwan to manufacture F-5Gs selors is such an absorbing activity tha.t it's 

easy to forget that the administration's pro­
posals a.re only the first step In the budget 
process. Congress will ultimately determine 
the shape of the budget for 1983 and 
beyond. Because both taxes and spending 
are ln transition. It is particularly Important 
tha\ <;ongress make Its budget decision as 
part of a long-term strategy. 

The immediate focus In Congress will be 
on controlling the federal deficit. Only a 
few months ago, the -administration shocked 
many people by acknowledging that tax 
rules and spending patterns imply a 1984 
deficit of $160 billion. Such a deficit would 

· be about 4 percent of 1984's $4 trillion gross 
national product, or about t,;,,;ce the rate of 
fiscal 1981. How did the prospective deficit 
get so large? And what '11.;ll be done to 
reauce It? 

It would be wrong to say that the 1984 
deficit figure is due to a massive cut in per• 
sonal tax rates. The 25 percent reduction 
that Congress enacted will be just about 
enough to prevent bracket creep from rais-
1ng the share of income tha.t Is taken in 
taxes. It would also be WTong to say that the 
prospective deficit Is due to a. major rise in 
defense spending since the 7 percent a. year 
real increase that the President has called 
for would raise defense spending only from 
5.5 percent of GNP In 1980 to 6.5 percent in 
I'984. 

llOOTS or TXE DEl"lCIT 

The main reason that the prospect ive 
1984 deficit is 4 percent of GNP is that the 
administration Inherited a deficit that had 
grown over the past deca.de to 2 percent of 
GNP. The increase in defense spending over 
!our yea.rs will a.dd an additional l percent 
of GNP to the 1984 deficit. The business tax 
reductions <primarily the accelerated cost 
recovery system> and the personal tax cut., 
(including the bracket reductions, the 
saving incentives a.nd the end of the mar• 
riage penalty> each lncrea..se the 1984 deficit 
by &bout 0.75 percent of GNP. Offsetting 
these Increases a.re the spending cuts en­
acted ln 1981 that, by 1984, will reduce out­
lays by about 0.5 percent of GNP. Combin• 
lng the inheri~d deficit with these changes 
In taxes and spending lmplles a 1984 deficit 
o! 4 percent of GNP, or $160 billion. 

Some analysts have overreacted to this 
figure, saytng that such deficits would cause 
!ln.ancial cb.Aos. Some a.d.mini.stratlon 
spokesmen and their outside friends ha.ve 
o,erreacted in the opposite direction and 
said such deficits don' t matter. Neither ex­
tl'eme position ts correct. Large deficits in 
1983 and beyond wouldn't cause financ ial 
chaos but they would be a very serious eco­
nomic problem. 

Continued deficits put pressure· on prod­
uct markets that makes prices incnase 
faster than they otherwise ,;.ould. Though 
the Fed may be able to prevent a significant 
rise ln ln.'lation by allowing h igh real inter­
est rates to crowd out private spending, 
large deficit., surely put the Fed's monetar­
ist determination to a severe test. Moreover, 
such a policy could strain· Congress' toler­
ance of -high interest rates to the point 
where It forces the F'Cd back to the infla­
tionary accommodation policies of the past 
decade. 

But even if their inflationary effect is 
small. sustained deficits '11.'0uld be pernicious 
by cros:>,ding out private investment. In 
recent years, net private investment has 
been op.Iy 6 percent of gross national prod­
uct. A r ise of the deficit by another 2 per­
cent of GNP could reduce net private invest­
ment by one-third of its current v..lu e to 
Just 4 percent of GNP. 

Of course the tax incentives enacted this 
year may raise total saving and increase the 
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Salvadoran Rebels: An Uneasy Coalition.· 
By JUAN M. VASQUEZ, TiM-Staff Writer ; . 't,,.//-l f f a._r ,~(! (!)I 1_r-2-
SAN SALVADOR-Although 

their names will not appear on the 
ballot, the leaders of El Salvador's 
insurreetion will continue to hold a 
good measure of power in this di­
vided country regardless of the out­
come of Sunday's elections. . 

The civil war that has become the 
focus of U.S. foreign policy in Latin 
America is often seen as a peasant 
uprising, but there is no authentic 
peasantJeader like Emmano Zapa­
ta, the campuino firebrand of. the 
Mexican revolution. 

Instead, El Salvador's guerrilla 
chieftains and their political allies 
are a sometimes uneasy coalition of 
exiled professors. former seminari­
ans, aspiring poets, college drop­
outs. labor leaders and upper-niid­
dle-class intellectuals. One- ·~ the 
grandson of a former president of 
the republic. 

United for the time being, they 
represent a handful of splinter 

groups that until recently .were 
ideological rivals, their relations . 
with one another characterized by 
mutual suspicion and internecine 
violence. 

Virtually all th.e important guer­
rilla leaders share an allegiance tp 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine but, iron­

' ically, many of the groups were 

born out of an unwillingness tel sub­
mit to the discipline of El Salvador's 
Communist Party. 

"It all makes for a very unstable 
sort of unity," said a university his­
torian who has charted the laby- . 
rjnth of El. Salvador's recent politi­
cal past. "I'm not sure they could 
keep it together if they were to tri­
umph." 

· The professor asked that his 
name - not be used, as did other 
sources intervie;ved·here in Mexico 
City, a focal poir,t of activity by Sal­
vadoran exiles, h1cluding the guer­
illas' political allies, not all of whom 
are Marxist oriented. 

Other information ·was drawn 
from literature printed by leftist 
parties, which have refused to take 
part in · the elections; from trans- ,. 
cripts of interviews in Latin Ameri­
can periodicals and from a doc­
ument produced in 1979 by the 

· Please see REBELS, Page 1! 
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!F.EBELS: Uneasy Coalition of Marxists 
: .. ! .. > ·.· . . . . 
:~~n,tioued from FJrst Pa~e _ 

:~w-defti nc t · Naao:-ial · Se1:urity 
:.~gency cf El Salvador. 
:::·The 3ecurity agency d~ument 
: j!~rported to trace the origin of the 
: .va_rious leftist o!' ·•subversive '. ' po­
.. Jmcal elements in El Salvador back 
:"o 1921. when, it alleges, the first 
; t ommunist Party cell was formed 
: ~ere. 

:,: Bloo·dy Uprising in 1932 -.· 
:: : An 1bortiYe u9risihg with Com ­
~t:rnnist support ·in 19.'32 ciaimed. by 
:s_orne estima:.es. as many as 30;000 
~?ves. most'._,- peasants slaugh~ered 
~:PY .the army. T:1e uprising \Was 
_planned and :ed ::iy a few universifr 
:~tudents and a political .actiVist 
,p.mcd Ag~st:n Farabundo :i1arti ­
: !he son of we!l -to- do parents who 
:rad renounced his inheritan.ce of : 
: ?filld and the" .. man for whom the cur­
-ren:. oppo~;:;on'3 :ml:tar: wing is 
;!la:ned. , · 

:: · For i:ecades ther eafter, ooiitical 
: acti·: i;.y was li.rnited to the broker ­
·. ing of power between genera.!3 and 
: l he upper class. This oe: icd was 
: ma;ked oy a series or" irauduient 
:!lectio:,s. n::l:tary coups a::d shaky 
:-;µn~o.s. _..\.u th.entic cooosition ·,:;az 
:~:1ashed. :ts :eade:-s ~xiled 0r eli :n -
. i~ated. · 

agency documem 

. attache<jl sinister importance to the 
-. T ri.-Continental Congress on Latin 

American Solidarity, which was 
held from July 31 to Aug. 10,-1967, 
in Havana. Leading a nine-member 
delegation from El Salvador was 
Shaiick Jorge Handal; then 38, the 
son of . Chrishan immigrants from 
Palestine and secretary general of 
t4e Communist Party of El Salva-
dor. ' 

Handal figured prominen tly in a 
white paper issued in February, 
1981. by the U.S. State p epartment, 
!Jlaming the civil war in El Salvador 
on Cuban and Soviet subversion. He 
was accused of being the key figure 
who traveled to various Communist 
countries in 1980 seeking arms and 
rnoriey to finance a leftist offensive 
in El Salvador. 

Handal is still the leader of the 
Salvadoran. Communist Party; one 
of the five armed groups challen­
ging the Salvadoran junta. Al ­
though it is r.ot a strong militarv 
iaCtiOO. the Communist Party runs a 
few guerrilla camps in the eastern 
part of the country. 

According to a r ebel source, each 
group is assigned dis tinct tasks. and 
the Communist Party is in charae of 
fimmcing. · 

0 

Back in 1967. Handal was coun­
seling patience rather than armed 
revolt: El Salvador was not ready, 
!-.~ cell eved. and Cuba.."l leader Fidel 

BI3l')IAL CO);DE:C\S I SRAELI IX': . .;,s ro:; OF !.c:3.A..:,O:,; 

· Castro was said to agree With him. 
Throughout this period, those 

who opposed the policy of peaceful 

I 
. revolution grew more friJstrated. 
T~o~ l_q_i:c~f11l__ oi them.was Sal­
vaaor Cayetano Carpio, a onetime 
seminaz y stl1clenCwno-subsequently 
~came · a leader in the bakers' 
union. and turned .to communism. in 
the late 1940s. His actiVism earned 
him several jail terms, an aoorecia - , 
tion for security and a reputation as . I 
a hard c~se. In 1970, Carpio founded ' 
the Popular Forces of Liberation. ! 

·I 
I War the Path of Change 

··r saw clearly, I understood that 
the transformation in Lat:n Ameri ­
ca is by the path of war," he has 
said. "The Salvadoran Communist 
Party held that the path was politics 
~r.d that only at the end, when the 
,mal blow was to be aimed, should 
ar:ns be used .. " 

At the age oi 62. Caroio ts old 
enough now to be the father oi most 
of his guerrilla r.olleagues exceot for 
H~ndal, the onetime adversary who 
chided Carpio for "Maoist deVia­
tion" from Leninist princioles for 
leaving the Communist Party. 

Carpio, known as Comandante 
~arciaL began traveling through 
me rugged hills in the nor thern 
proVince of Chalatenango in the 
early 1970s. selecting the sites ior 
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(Excerpt ] The Sxecut::x e C.m.r::ictee of t:ii! Central .-1.r.iericanand Cariooean .1.nc ::. - ::::~er: a :.:.s c 
T=i~unal (TACC ] , today sc=ongly ccncie~ne ~ : he Israe_i accacks on ::1e ?slesci~e ~efugei!s 
in Lebanon and t h e unccnci ic ional ~ .S. su==c ~~ for ! sra~l. I~ a co~sunicu2, = ~ ~ :ACC 
said the 3ricish col2~ialist ac : ack Jn A~~2n:ina ~as sci:: ~~ ; ~og ~es s ~h~~ : ~is g7a\·e 
accack againsc Labanon began. In addicion~ i □?~ riali s~ is again ?ro~cki~g ~ic~ =2~~a ~y 
scationi~g a warsh~? of f ics c0as:. 

Thes e vio lations~£ ~orld peace, i~ ~hic h 2ri ca!~ a~d :srael a r2 t~ ~ec i: l ,· ~~vo!ve~ a~d 
f,vi;.ich have C. S . app rJ~:al anC. ·..in-:or:.Ci ;:i .Jnal su;,?u rc. : o rce ._;~ :0 ::::2:1.uu ~_ce t :-"'. :se : hre: 
countries a s ~ner.iics oi : he 9e oples c~.a c are :..·)i □e:.:Cers, i: h e l . .'.....CC cof'!':!:un ique saiC. 



.. The first of the armed groups, 2eople wi I triumph." 
Carpio's FPL is.considered the lar- A1though he was persuaded to. 
gest and best-organized rebel force, endorse a · negotiating document 

. and Chalatenango remains an FPL prepared last month by the Revolu-
redoubt. No other guerrilla group tionary Democratic Front, the Mex-
operates on the turf of Comandante ico City-based umbrella group of 
Marcial and the army lacks control the Salvadoran opposition, Carpio is 
over a.large part of the province. also thought of as the most sectari­

an rebel leader. It is his flag and his 
Qver the 1ears, Carpio has be- · emblem that are most evident in his come tbe c5Jd exponent ot la guerra . camps. according to visitors, rather 

rrrolonqada, the long-term, Viet- than the flag and emblems of the 
·nam-type of rural warfare aimed at coalition, which are seen in the oth-

. \V~anng down the enemy to the • er guerrilla camps. 
mt o . olla se. In 1980 C 10's In December, Carpio aroused the 

group was responsible for t e 1 - resentment of other groups by writ-
. naping and execution of South Arn- ing a detailed account of how he had 
can Ambassador Archibald Gardiier narrowly . escaped capture · and 
Dunn . death in•~ army operation in Cha-
: The second in command of Car- latenango last October. · , 
pio's group is a former schoolteach- The editors of the Mexican maga-
er named Melida Anaya Montes, zine in which the story appeared 
known as Ana Maria. A leader.of the _ described Carpio as the "Ho -Chi 
teachers' ·union, she joined his . Minh of Latin America," and photo-
forces in 1972 and helped to found graphed him in a guerrilla camp 
its political wing, the Popular Revo- wearing a beret with a hammer-
lutionary Bloc three years later. and~sickle emblem. · · 
· Carpio's daughter, Emma Guad- The others considered this an ef-

alupe. an important figure · in·• the· fort by Carpio to paint himself as 
bloc, was ki.jled while leading an the principal rebel leader of El Sal­
anti-governrnel'it demonstration in ·vador. It undermined a leftist effort 
1980. · . . to show the world a more moderate 

ithiri the .leftist coalition. Car- image and, not for the first time, led 
io is consi er t e mos re uctant to a period of cool relations between 

supoorter o a negouat so ution, Carpio and the others. 
-'"-;~--·-----.....:-· ... -;--·:~~ ... .. 't!-:._ ... ~-=~ISll:llllll;;:::JI■ 
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~tinned from 13th Pag~ 
f~~tion, led by Joaquin Villalobos, 
a;:ssumed control. Dalton Garcia was. 
s_eized · and _charged with, among 
other things, being a CIA agent; be­
iitg a Cuban agent; being too "bour­
~is": being a right-wing revision­
i~. His former colleagues put the 
i:i9et ·on trial and sentenced him to 
d~ath. The next month -he was: exe-
aited_ , 
, Dalton Garcia's followers left the. 

group and formed a rival organiza..:· 
Uon called the Armed Forces of Na- · 
Ucinal Resistance or F ARN .. In an · 
interview in 1980, the commander, 
Ernesto Jovel. accused Villalobos of 
P.ersonally executing Dalton Garcia. . 
B~t he went on to say that such 
painful issues were best set aside _ 
~.hlle the leftist groups worked _ 
together to overthrow the govern-
rirept. · . . 
>Villalobos, 30, is a former eco­

nomics student whose father owns a 
~all print ·shop. His group is. based 
in: the rugged hills of ~orazan pro­
v.nee in the far northeastern corner 
& .El Salvador, but its units operate 
tfu,~ghout the ea.stern part of the 
cwntry. . 
::A- key leader is Ana Guadalupe 

!Ltrtinez, 28-, another former 'tmi­
vi!mty student of middle-class 
~ckground who was once jailed 
::md tortured by the army. The 
government traded her for a kid­
naping victim held by the group. 

: . ~lnde Command by 1980 

strike me as a future guerrilla lead-
. er." · · 

F ARN is based in . the eastern, . 
cotton-growing province of Usulu­
tan. Some of its best troops are en-

. trenched around the sides of an ex­
tinct volcano called · Guazapa, just 

·· north of San Salvador. 
"They're tough," said Lt. CoL 

Domingo M!>nterrosa, commander 
of .the government's · U.S.-trained 

_ Atlacatl · Battalion. "They fight 
•.hard." . 
· · The · last of the five guerrilla 
groups in El Salvador is the Revo­
lutionary Party· of Central Ameri­
can Workers (PRTC). It surfaced in 
1979 and says its has members 
throughout the region. 

It is considered the smallest of the 
groups. Little is known about its 
commander, Roberto Roca, except 
that Roca· ia not believed to be his 
real name. But much i.s known 
about the man considered to be the 
group's true leader and founder, Dr. 

: Fabio Castillo. Castillo is the grand­
son of Gen. Fernando Figueroa, 
who was president of El Salvador 
from 1907 to 1911. A physician, Cas­
tillo studied in the United States and 
Switzerland. He was rector of the 
national university before he en­
tered politics. 

Castillo was a member of a junta 
that ruled El Salvador !or a brief 
period in. 1961. Later, he founded a 
political party that operated openly 
though it · was linked to the out­
lawed Communist Party. : By: early 1980. the various guer­

rilla groups had achieved a measure 
of unity under a single command. 7-Mem~r Rulinr Bo<iy 
out· Jovel; the F"ARN- comman-d-e-r·-. ~ .. - -ra-stillo ts one of seven memoers 
•~Jked out and the fragile unity of the ruling body of the Revolu-
~llapsed. Then in September of tionary Democratic Front. or FDR, 
~80, Jovel was killed in a plane the opposition umbrella group in 
crash. His successor brought the Mexico City. Of the seven, five are 
F."-ARN back to the fold the iollow- former university professors. The 
iag month. others, besides Castillo, _are: 
~;The new commander was known -Napoleon Rodriguez Ruiz, a 
t~ his comrades as Ferman Cienfue- former vice rector of the national 
gos, but his real name is Eduardo university. He is a lawyer and his 
~ancho Castaneda. He is 35 . and a former academic associates believe 
former student at the national uni- he helped to found the FARN. 
versity. He was born in Costa Rica -Salvador Samayoa, a former oi a Salvadoran mother. professor at the Central American 

; 0'I couldn't believe Cienfuegos University here who was minister 
ana Sancho Castaneda wer e the one of education in the divided, short-
anc the same." 5aid a orofessor who lived junta that ruled El Salvador 
l-inew the guerrilla in °:iis university after the progressive coup of Octo-
.:iays. "He was something of a Bohe- ber, 1979. 
mfan. He liked to write poetry, ro - -Ruben Zamora, whose brother 
~ntic poetry at that. He wasn 't a served as attorney general in El 
n·n1itir::il tvn~ ::n,ti h~ rP-r t~1nlv riiri n 't c ..... 1 ... "'A ........................ 1-. .... 10"10 ........... _ ,.,#<,_..., 
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is the People's Revolutionaly Army 
(ERP). . 

The ERP, which took its name 
from an urban guerrilla group in 
Argentina, was created in 1972 by a 
handful of disaffected middle-class 
members of · a Roman Catholic 
youth movement At first they 
simply called themselves "the 
group" or "the super group." :· 

A Decade of Kidnapings 
In 1971, "the group" carried out 

the flrst of what was to become a 
decade-long series of spectacular 
kidnapings t?Y leftist organizations. 
The- first victim, ultimately assas­
sinated, was Ernesto Regalado 
Duenas, a member of one of El Sal­
vador's most prominent families. 

According to estimates by the 
government and various rebel 
groups, $50 million to $100 million 
was paid out to leftist kidnapers in 
El Salvador in the 1970s.. , 

By i975, the ERP Vfas clearly di- l 
.vided between a hard-line faction \ 
and a group of intellectuals led by 
Roque Dalton Garcia, a well-known · 
poet who had lived in Cuba and 
whose writings glorified revolution 
and mocked his own middle-class 
upbringing and Jesuit education. . 

In April of that year, the military ; 
Please see REBELS, Page 14 : 

ra fled El Salvador and joined the 
opposition after his. brother was as­
sassinated by right-wing killers in 
February of 1980. 

-Guillermo Ungo, the principal 
leader of the Revolutionary Demo­
cratic Front and a former professor 
at the Central American University: 
He is the founder of the small Social 
Democratic Party of El Salvador 
and ran for vice president in 1972 on 
ticket led by Jose Napoleon Duarte, 
the leader of the current junta. It is 
generally conceded that the 
Duarte- Ung01 ticket won the elec­
tion but were denied victory by the 1 

military. 
The other ty110 members of the 

democratic front 's leadership are 
Ana Guadalupe Martinez. the· ERP 
guerrilla. and Mario Aguinada. a 
long-time Communist labor leader. 

15-Man Joint Command 
The military counterpart is the 

Farabundo ~Iarti National Libera­
tion Front. Three members from 
each of the five fighting groups I 
Corm the 15-manjoint command. ' 

Rebel sources contend that there 
is· still a measure of rivalry within 
the -Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front and that most re­
bel operations are the w_ork of a sin·­
gle guerrilla group, not joint actions. 

One of the most significant guer• 
rilla strikes, the destruction of the 
so-called Golden Bridge across the 
Lempa River last year, was the 
work of the Popular Forces of 
Li'beration. · 

Not to be outdone, the People's ;,; -
Revolution Arm carn:e ·· -
attac on llopango Air Base las~ · 
January that destroyed several he- · 
licopters and fixed-wing airplanes, 
embarrassing the armed forces. 

The Armed Forces of National -
Resistance has repeatedly \Vlth­
stood major efforts by the army to 
drive it out of the volcano of Guaza­
pa, inflicting serious casualties on 
the armed forces in each attemnt. 

A political scientist at a locai uni­
versity noted that the various rebel 
groups originated with the imna­
tience of their leaders- ··an impa­
tience not only with regard to pow-
er, but with their own opposition I 
comrades as well." 

Should they win eventually, he 
speculatedhi, h"the_ .sameh obsession for : . 
power w c unnes t em in opposi -
tion will divide them once it is ob-
.... ~ - .... ~ ,t . 
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errorisrn iri Costa Rjca Causing _Concern in U.S. 
3y BARBARA.CROSSE'ITE Because of Costa Rica's usefulness to 

S;,<ciaJton~:1.,.yorkTlmes a ·variety of political and military exile 
.SHINGTON, March Z2 _ Ad.min- groups, officials said, the country's neu­
.ion officials, now preparing an ai<i tralitywas safeguarded by insurgents. 
,ge for Com. Rica, said today that Neutrality Is '11:ireatened 
1ad become concerned over an in- Recently, however, Costa Rica's pub-
e in terrorist activity there. licly voiced concern over the spread of 
.ted States officials and Latin insurrection in Ceritnil America and the 
'ican diplomats believe that Costa military growth of Nicaragua may have 
which has had a democratic gov- cost the country its neutrality, offici?,ls 

=nt for most of this century and no say. 
since 1948, is vulnerable to an in- Terrorist activity began in Costa Rica 
ncy, particularly now when social just over a year ago. Since then, these 
:es have been strained by eco- eventshaveoccurred: 
~ oroblems. · fJin March 1981, ~ United States 
:a Rica has for many years been a marines stationed at the American Em­
, fa~ ~xiles of both left and right: bassy in San Jose, Costa Rica's capital, 
:md1rust movement that now rules were wounded in a shooting attack. 
-agua based itself t.}iere before the Th<>irdriverwas killed. 
.:irow of the Nicara~ regime of l cirn April, according to the Costa 
:2.s10 Somoza Debay,e. Now there Rican authorities four terrorists were 
~ports of . anti-Sand.L'l..ist fore~ op- captured a!ter th~y opened fire with a 
-.g or training on t.}ie Costa Rican rnachineguninSanJose. 
.f t.'le S lo:-agu1n border. <iin June, three policemen and a~ 

:osta Rica AT A GLANCE 

·---··--·------
-i•story 
~.: ~:, r. c.1 . .J Crr.: r;if A~an 
:.: ur.:ry ,.-,::, :;::er.:; Cl€:rnocratic 

·:ic1t:ons, no armed fcrces and 
-?vere economic troub les. has 
e-an an independent republic 
,nee 1838. W1'l ile it obtained its 
·eedom fro m Spain in 1821 , it 
:as annexed to Mexico for .a 
rief time and spent the years 
824 to 1838 as part of a Con­
,der&tion of Cantral America. Its 
emocratic trad itions are consid­
·ed to have be-gun 'in 1889, 
hen it held what was acclaimed 
s the first truly free election in 
entral Ameria . The country a lso 
ad some short-lived dictator-
1ips, and a brief civil war was 
;ught in 1948. Jose Figueres 
e rrer, leader of the Socia list Na­
Jnal Liberation-Party, emerged 
3 a dominant force in Costa 
.ican politics, serving as Presi­
ent three times -- 1948-49, 
953-58, 1970-7.4 . His Govem-
1ent dissolved the armed forces, 
ationalized the banks, intro­
uced a comprehensive social 
ecurity system and re inforced . 
emocratic traditions. · 

3eography 
·he country, which was given its 
ame , meaning rich coast. by 
:o!:.mmus in 1502, is bounded 
y Nicaragua to the north, 
'anama to the south, the Carib­
,ean to the east and the Pacific 
) !he west. Roughly twice the 
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s ize of Vermont, it has an area of 
19,575 square miles. 

Population 
Costa Rica's population was offi­
cially estimated in mid-1979 to 
be nearly 2,2 million. The Costa 
Rican people , most of them of 
European descent, many of pun~ .• 
Spanis h blood, are concentrated 
around the capital, San Jose, 
and in the principal towns of the 
provinces. There are about 
, 5,000 West Indians. The indige­
nous Indian population, which 
Mas been dwindlil'lg, is estimated 
to number 1,200. The state re li­
gion is Roman Catholicism , and 
the national language Spanish . 

driver were murdered by terrorists. 
'10n Jan. 29, three people identified 

by the Costa Ricans as leftist terrorists 
- two of them Salvadoran - were 
killed in an unsuccessful attempt to kid­
nap a Salvadoran industrialist, Roberto 
Palomo Salazar. The arrest of three 
other guerrillas led to the discovery of a 
"people's jail" in San Jose. 

<lAJso in January, the son of a wealthy 
Iranian exile was kidnapped. An inves­
tigation led Costa Rica's Organization 
of Judicial Investigation, roughly 
equivalent to the Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation, to a large cache of auto­
matic weapons, vehicles, uniforms, 
radio transmitting equipment and false 
passports, a.rivers' licenses and official 
rubber stamps from 30 countries. 

20 Terrorist Cells 
The investigation into the attempted 

kidnapping of the Salvadoran industri• 
alist, according to th~ Costa Rican au. 
thorities, disclosed the existence of a t 

Government 
The adminrs.+rat>on is 11000,ntcd 
by the Pre$0dent. wtio ,s elected 
for a four-year term. and leg isla­
tive power is vested in the Leg is­
lative Assembly, a S7-member 
e lected body. President Rodrigo 
Carazo Odie of the United Peo­
ple 's Coalition has been in office 
since 1978. Last month, in th e 
eighth consecutive fre e e lection 
since 1948, Luis Alberto Monge 
of the National Liberation Party, 
was elected President. He takes 
office in May. In· the absence of 
armed forces, the nation 's de­
fense is in the hands of a Civil 
Guard said to consist of 5,000 
.members. The naval arm con­
s ists of 50 officers and men, with 
a fast patrol craft and an armed 
tug on the Caribbean coast and­
five small coastal patrol craft for 
revenue purposes and three 
smaller vessels on the Pacific 
side. The air wing consists of 
threi:l transports, a few light 
planes and helicopters. 

_ Economy 
Costa Rica 's economy is pri­
marily agricultural and heavily 
reliant on the export of cottee, 
bananas, sugar and cocoa. Prin- · 
cipal manufactured goods in­
clude textiles, foodstuffs, lertiliz• 
ers. pharmaceut~a ls . furniture 
and cement. 

least 20 terrorist cells and a "sa. 
house" equipped wtth arms, food ar 
medical equipment. The house-whei 
Mr. Palomo was reportedly to be he. 
by the guerrillas - had been rented t 
a university professor, who was subs 
quently detained. . 

The Costa RicaI".S, according to a r 
port submitted to the State Departme: 
by the United States EID:bassy in Sc 
Jose, identified the guemllas as mer. 
bers of the Revolutionary Party-of Ce: 
tral American Workers. Documen 
calling for effortS to undermine Cos: 
Rie&'s democratic institutions were r 
portedly found. 

Accordinu to the Costa Rican author 
ties, the c,;o Salvadorans captured i 
the Palomo kidnapping attempt sa.1 
that they had been trained and give 
fa lse documents in Nicaragua. " I 
Nicaragua, from what I could _see," or. 
reoortedly said, "they provide entr 
an·d exit stamps to or from any cow: 
try." 

The two said , according to tl:e Cost. 
Ricar.s, that they l'::? d made tlJ.ree :i t 
ter=;::s :o itidr.ap ~Ir. ?alo~o. ne ! ::"!! 
!J.:led beca~e ~ev couid r.ct fi::d 3 c.1f 
•- s· •:u :i..-" ..... ; ec-:;::d bec:ll.:Se L":~ 
~;....;;::,:;·: ::.-~ ;:/ ?1 :~;.;.;o. t 

S,xa.!!iu .\:-t' C>h1~ £ 
W• ·- A.-•-~, .l.."'d l> ·•e-d S~ •cs.C. 

r:c~·:..1y"'l!'~: t~.; t.':;.;~t3 10 ·cc-a11 
R'c.:i ;i!c -g .... ~•'- .,..ft :i.rr.is bw'"u? '.J'I'. 
p;1:ui::u.i~n cf s\,.-~-~~. !".:iv;'"c?"'aate<. 
prob!err:..s -,,i t.'li., t.'le Social ist Icterr.a 
tional between the European a.,d Lat:: 
American branc!".es . 

Costa Rica 's ?resident-€lec\, Luis A 
bcrto :--1onge, broke ,-.ith the SccialiE 
International last year over its supper 
of revolutionary groups in Centrz. 
America. This January, a meeting i 
Caracas oi t.'1e Interr.ation::tl, a group c 
social democratic parties, many fror. 
Western Europe, was postponed wr..e 
Venezuela's Social Democrats cbjectc 
to the inclusion of Lfie Nicaraguan Sar 
dinists. 

Officials here say w'lat Costa Rie2. 
situation poses a policy challenge to u~ 
United States. Washington will have 1 
convince its European a llies , many c 
whom have been critical of Unit~ 
States policy in Central America, tha 
Costa Rica must be supported. 

The Reagan Administration is plar: 
ning to grant Costa Rica S70 million t 
emergency economic aid under it 
Caribbean Basin development plar. 
Today, the State Department, asked i 
the United States had plans to send m.ili 
tary advisers to Costa Rica, said that n· 
such proposals had been made. 

Mrs. Gandhi in British Talks 
LONDON, March 22 (Reuters) -

Prime Mirjster:; Indira Gandhi of Indi: 
and Margaret Thatcher of Britain con­
ferred here o:i world issues today in tht 
only political discussions the two wii. 
hold du.ring Mrs. Gandhi's six-<iay visit 
Mrs. Gand.'li 's \is it coincides with .. 
large exhibition o! Indian culture. 
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[Text) Beirut, 18 Mar (AFP) -- Salvadoran guerrilla leader Caetano Carpio today ended a 
;learly-two-week long visit he.re on the invitation of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), reliable Palestinian sources reported. The leader of El Salvador's leftist 
Popul ar Liberation Forces (PLF), who is better known by his war-name, Commander "Martial," 
was invited to Lebanon by PLO Military Chief Khalil al'Wazir (Abu Jihad). He also met 
with PLO leader Yasir tArafat during his stay here. 

In an interview in yesterday's left-w1ng daily AS-SAFIR, the Salvado~~n guerrilla leader 
said his forces were fight i ng "American -imperialism" and added that Israel 'vas just as 
present in El Salvador as the United States." Israel, he said, had recently dispatched 
"intelligence and ·psychological war advisors " to El Salvador and was supplying arms to 
Guatemalan troops. 
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CUBA, PLO IN JOINT VENTURE ON 
FILM DEALING WITH PALESTINIANS 

• NEW YORK, Jon. 4 (JT-A) -- A fi Im 
deoli ng with the Pa lestinian people _has been co 
product,d by the Cuban Institute of Rodia a nd 
~elevi.slon and rlie Palestine Liberation Organiz 
hon" at was announced in Gronma1 the official 
organ t'f the Central Cammi ttee of the Commu­
nist Party of Cuba. 

11,e paper, published in English in Hov­
ana1 SC),d the film, "El camino de la tien-0 11 (Th 
Rood of the Eorth")1 "skillfully depicts the trcg 
edy of -J people displaced from their land end 
force_d h:> wander throughout the world." The 
film 1n,· ludes on interview with PLO chief Ycsir 
Arofot "and men and children who have been 
victims of Zionist cri mes," the paper added. Th 
film hc,J its premiere recently in;:;;::.. L 
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A PLOT OF ARAFAT'S ¢AILS IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Translated from usd Sorrmaire, France, 25 September-1 October 19.80 
I ... 

The PLO tried to kidnap our (the French) ambassador in Costa Rica, in order to exchange 
hi~ for Palestinian terrorists sent to France to assassinate Bakhtiqr. 

:iothing has leaked out so far from the Quai d'Orsay (the French Foreign Ministry) or 
the Hotel Matignon . (the Prime Minister's residence), which prefer to pass over the 
~atter in silence, but Michel Dondenne, our (the French) ambassador in Costa Rica, has 
had a narrow escape. On 15 September he was the intended victim of a kidnap attempt 
by terrorists in particularly spectacular circumstances, during the ceremonies for the 
national corrmernoration day of this hitherto peaceful country, known as "the Switzerland 
of Latin America." 

Lt all began fouf days earlier, on 11 September, with a cautious approach by the US 
ambassador to Costa Rica to his French colleague. The American had been infonned by 
his intelligence th~t a kidnapping was being prepared by guerillas; the intended 
victims were the French ambassador and another diplomat. 

~i chel Dondenne was taken aback, for he had already been a victim of a political 
ki dnappi_ng ,on 4 May 1979, . when he wa-s ·serving in San Salvador, a neighbouring state to 
Costa Rica. · Held prisoner for more than three weeks, the ambassador had been released 
~Y his jai1¢rs at the beginning of JJne in exchange for a large ransom. 

Foll owing this painful experience, the Foreign Ministry decided to place Michel 
Oondenne, sorely tried by his imprisonment, in a more peaceful capital. San Jos~ in 
Costa Rica was chosen, because nothing serious had ever happened there. 

Although governed by a great ~ourgeois multi-mil li onaire, President Rodrigo Carazo, 
The Costa Ricans enjoyed a kind of irrmunity from the revolutionaries of Ni caragua, 
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San Salvador and Guatemala, because they agreed to open their doors to fleeing terror­
ists, and they provided arms for the.liberation movements in th'ese countries. 

But now something happened which changed everything. Guerillas planned to kidnap the 
French ambassador, either in the· nat,~nal stadium in San Jes~ during the parade of 
15 September, or on the road leading to the stadium, or,· later on, during the receptio~ 

due to take place at the Foreign Ministry. 

Having grown wise through his first kidnapping, Ambassador Dondenne rushed to the 
1'•1inister of the Interior, Juan Jos~ Echeverria, a passionate collector of arms .. 
Echeverria did not take this warning very seriously. He claimed that Costa Rica was 
a paradise which would be spared to the end and did not consider it worthwhile to 
mobilize the seven thousand men in his police force. 

Michel Dondenne then knocked at the door of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs . There 
again, they tried to put him off with a few comforting words. 

The French Foreign Ministry, which took the matter more seriously, recorMJended that the 
ambassador leave Costa Rica at once and taRe refuge in the French embassy in Nicaragua 
while awaiting further instructions. 

Other Western and Latin American ambassadors, alerted in turn, now began to show 
anxiety. The Belgian ambassador turned to Brussels for instructions: should he be 
present .at the parade or remain at •home? His government left the decision to him, and 
he absenied himself from the ceremonies. 

The uneasiness spread and when, on, Monday 15 September, the parade finally took place, 
the seats of most of the diplomatic representatives were empty. France, Belgium, Italy, 
\~est Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Peru and Venezuela were not represented. 
Only th~ US and Spanish ambassadors were present and, contrary to tradition, they were 
unaccompanied by their wives. 

In the national stadium they were received by the head of protoco l , wno informed them 
that the day 1s prograrrrne had been drastically al tered. Th e reception had been cancelled , 
and President Carazo and his government would receive t he resoects of the diplorna:ic 
representatives in a corner of the st adium following the parade, which had been shortened 
by half an hour. 
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The American ambassador and his Latjn American colleagues, ho~.ey?.r, left the stadium 
before the end of the parade. They had noticed that the entire army and police force 

were on a war footing, and realized that something serious must have happened in t h~ 

"paradise of the Caribbean." 
. ... 

Based on reliable information, ,the Brazilian ambassador explained, in a note to his 
government, why his French colleague had nearly been kidnapped for the second t ime. 
;t was the Palestinians of the PLO who had troubled the peace of Costa Rica. Repre­

sentatives of Arafat, who for months had been in contact with the revolutionary 
:nov emen t s of Latin America, had entrusted their new fr i ends with a mission. 

Th is mission, undertaken on behalf of the Palestinian resistance, yet without implicat ing 
Arafat, was to capture Ambassador Dondenne in order to exchange him for four Pa l es tini an 
terrorists currently held in France. One . of these terrorists, Wal id Husn i El Had j, 
attacked the Iraqi embassy in Paris in July 1978, causing a bloody shoot-out in whic h 
the French inspector Capella was killed. 

The three others fanned the corranando grou~ of Palestinian killers ordered to gun down 
fo rmer Iranian Prime Minister Shahpur Bakhtiar in July of t his year . Th ey fail ed in 
their undertaking, but killed a woman on the same landing as Sakhtiar, and a pol i ceman 
charged with his protection. 

Th e French government was discretel y -in formed of t his scheme of the PLO, fo r wh at 
fai led at San Josa might be succ~sifu l elsewhere ... 
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~ Sommaire, du 2s1, au ler/10/1980 

L'OLP voulait enlever notre ambassadeur au Costa 
Rica pour l'echang~r centre les 
lestiniens envoyes .. · en France pour 

terroristes pa­
tuer Bakhtiar 

Un complot d'Arafat echoue 
aux Carai·bes 

R 
ien n 'a filtre jus­
qu 'A present au 
Quai d 'Orsay 
ou A Mat!gnon, 
qui pr~~ent 

,asser l'inc ident sous 
ilence. Mais. notre ambas­
adeur au Costa Rica, 
'11chel Dondenne , l'a 
ichappHelle . D devait ~e 
Tlleve par des terroristes. 
! 15- septembre demiet. ei 
ec:i clans des conditions 
-art1cufterement spectaeu· 
lires, pendant les CE!leTIO· 
ies marquant la ftte natio­
ale de ce pays jusqu 'aJors 
aisible . sumomme • la 
,uisse de l'Amerique een­
-ale •. 
Tout commence quatre 

,urs plus 101 . le 11 sep­
!mbre. par une deman:he 
iscr~e faite par l'ambassa• 
eur des Etats-Unis au 
:osta Rica, aupre:s de son 
:,llegue franc;ais . L'Amei­
sin a ete alerte parses ser­
ices de preparatlfs de rapt 
rganis~ par des gu~~­
>S. Soni vises : l'ambassa­
eur franc;ais et un :autre 
iplomate . 
Michel Dondenne · sur -

1ute. Car ii a deja ete vie ­
me d'un enl4}yement poli­
~ue . le 4 mai 1979. alors 
u ii se trouvait en poste au 
alvador. un Etat voisin du 
osta Rica. Detenu pen­
,nt plus de r:rois semai• 
es . !'ambassadeur. avail 
·e relache par ses go~mers 
mtre une fort.? ra rn;on . 
ebut juin . 

A la suite de ce coup 
dur. le Quai d'Orsay avail 
decide d'affecter Mkhel 
Dondenne, tre:s iprouve 
par son incarc&ation, dans 
une capitale plus padflque. 
On avait chcisi San Jose. 
au Costa Ric.a. parce qu11 
ne s'y passait Jamals rien de 
grave. 

Bien que dlrigf par un 
grand · bourgeois milllar• 
daire, le president Rodrigo 
Cara.zo, le Costa Rica 
bet&.. de· la part des 
rMlutionnaires du Nlaira­
gua, du SaNador, du Gua­
temala, d'une scrta de 
tr-eve. Paree quc Jes Costa­
ricalns acceptent c:le rece­
llOir sur leur 90Hd tam,ris­
tes en fuJte , parce-qu'll1r-all­
mentent en armes la mou­
vements de ~ dans 
les autres pays. 

Mais \IOid qui change 
tout : des guertlleros envi• 
sagent d'enlever l'ambassa­
deur !ran~. 90it dans le 
stade national de San 
Jose, pendant le d~ du 
15 septembr.e, soit sur la 
route menan(~ stadc, soit 
encore, olus tard . !ors de la 
reception qui dolt se 
d&ouler dans les salons du 
ministere des Affaires 
etrangeres. 

Echaude par son pre• 
mier rapt, l'ambassadeur 
Dondenne se prkipite 
che:z le rnimstte de Mnte­
rieur. Juan J~ Echever­
ria . un collectiooneur 
d'annes passionne . . Eche-

venia ne prend pas cette 
~ Ires au seneux. Le 
Costa Rica est. d'apre:s lui, 
un paradls qui sera ~r­
gne jusqu 'au bout. II ne 
juge pas ut!le de mobiliser 
les sept mille hommes de 
sa police . 

Michel Dondenne va 
trapper A la pone du minis­
Ire des Affaires etrange-es. 
LA encore. on lente de le 
rkonforter avec quelques 
bonnes paroles. 

Le Que; d'Otsay. qui 
prend l'affaire . davantage 
au serieux. recommande a 
son ambessadeur cw quit• 
!er sur-le,hamp le Costa 
Rica et d 'aller ,e refugier a 
rambassade de France du 
Nicaragua. en attendant 
d'autres consignes . 

Alert~ a leur tour. 
d'autres ambassadeurs 
occidentaux et lat!no-ame­
r ica4ns s ' inquleten t. 
L'ambassadeur be ige 
demande des instruct!ons a 
Bruxelles : doit-il assister 
au defile ou rester che:z lui ? 
Son gouveTMment lu i 
laisse le soin d 'en decider 
lui--ffll2me. II s ·a~ndr,1.. 
dfl pnmdre part al,lx l;.21'Q• 
monies. 

F'malement. le malaise 
s'~end et. le lundl 15 sep­
tembre. A lneure du d~le. 
les si~ de la. plupart des 
repr~entants diplomali ­
ques restent vides. France. 
Belgique. ltalie , Allemagne 
de l'Ouest . Grande -Breta­
gne . Pays -Bas . Perou . 

Vmczucla soot absents. 
Seuls viennent les ambas­
sadeurs des Etats-Unis et 
d 'Espagne . sans leurs 
~ . contrairement A 
la tradition . 

Au stzsde national. ils 
sont aa:ueill!s par le chef 
du protocole qui les avertit 
que le programme de la 
joumee a ~~ modifie in 
extremis : la reception est 
annulee. le president 
Carazo et son gouveme­
ment recevront !es felicita­
tions du corps diplomati• 
que dans un coin du stade. 
a l"'LSSUe d'un defile e.:ourte 
lfuneclcmi-hcwe. 

Ma is l'ambassadeur 
americain et ses collegues 
d'Amhique latine quitte ­
ront le stade avant la fin du 
def\14. Ils constateront que 
toute l'armee et la police 
sont sur pled de guerre et 
qu ii a fallli effectivement se 
passer quelque chose de 
grave au • paradis des 
Caraibes •· 

Dans une note A son 
gouvemement. basee sur 
des informations sures . 
l'ambassadeur du Bresil 
expoque poUTquoi son col­
l~ franc;ais a fa ,lli etre 
enleve pour la seconde 
fors . u sont les Palest•· 
niens de !'OLP qu i >Mt 
venus troubler la tranquilli­
li costaricaine. Des envoyes 
d'Arafat. ~ablissant depu,s 
des mois de:s relations avec 
les mouvements revolu • 
tionnaires d' Am eriou e 

□ Les dirigeants palestiniens ont rer;u une arme ~crete ~ un 
appareil electronique, de fabrication amerlcaine, capable de 

declencher une charge expl·osive a une distance de 100 metres . Le 
contre-€spionnage americain ignore par quel moyen !es Palesti­
niens se sont foumi cet appareil. catalogue ultra-secret. dont la 
commercialisation et !'exportation ont ete rigoureusement interdites. 

latine . ont confie A leurs 
nouveaux amis une mis­
sion . 

II s'agissa it. pour le 
compte de la resistance 
palestln ienne. mais sans 
mettre en cause Arafat. de 
captu rer l 'ambassadeur 
Dondenne . afin de l'echan­
ger contre quatre terroris"• 
tes palestiniens actuelle­
ment detenus en France . 
Le premier. Walid Husni El 
Hadj. attaqua en juillet 
1978 l'ambassade d1rak A 
Paris . provoquant une 
fusillade sanglante au coui·s 
de laquelle peit linspec­
teur franc;:ais Capella . 

Les trois autres for ­
maient le commando de 
tueurs palestiniens ~ 
d 'abartre l'ancien Premier 
ministte iranieo O,apour 
Bakhtiar , en juillet demier . 
A Neuilly. Ils echouerent 
dans leur tentative , mais 
assassinerent une voisine 
de palier de Bakhtiar et un 
policier charge de sa pro­
tection 

Paris a ete discretement 
informe de ce nouveau 
stratageme de !'OLP Car 
ce qui a rate a San Jose 
peut reussir a,lleurs .. . • 

Ph. B. 
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Latin America's tc1·forist international 

. ' • I .• 

The spectacular operations of the young Latin American terrorist, Cados (re:11 name: 
Qllich Ramirez Sanchez), drew the world's ;ittcntion to the fact that the \,·cb of trans­

national terrorism has bro1:ght Latin . .\mcricans into alliance ·,fith Palestinfa.ns, Japa­
nese, \\'est Germans, IRA gunmen, and the governments that support them. 
· Palcstini;in and left-wing Arab repr(·sentatives in Latin .\merica have been wc,rking 
to ·draw the web together. Key figures include Salah Za,•.awi (also known as A.bu 
Imad and° Aladin Ben Ahmed - the Fatah representati,·e) and Taisser Sh::l!::bi from 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, both of whom have been b;1.sed in 
Rio. The Iraqi ambassador to BraLil , Jibad Ko:.am, is reported to ha,·e arr.,nged for 
the training in Iraq of mc:mbers of the Chilean guerrilla group, the :\!o\'cmc::nt of the 
Revolutionary Left (Mir). 

But the main centre for contacts of this kind is Paris, where a complex Latin American 
'revolutionary network has bec·n .~et up with the aid of the Cuban embassy. The large 

'. Latin Arnerican community in Paris (about 25,000 people, including 2,000 students) 
helps to make it ':in ideal base for the potential successors to Carlos. It is the hc:idquar­

_. ters of the aparato exterior of the.,. .. I_u_n ... t_a_d,;;.;.e_C ... o ... o ... r_d_i_n_a_c_io ... ·n..,...R_e_,_.·o_l_u,..c_io ... n_a_r_i_a_(.,.l ... C_·R;..;.,.,L which 
was set up in February, 1974, to concert the acth·iries of guerrilla movc~ents in Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay and Bolivia .. 

The meeting at which the JCR was formed took place in :\fendoza 'in .\rgemina, 
and the groups represented included the ?vfir from Chile, the People's Re,·olutionary 

. Army (ERP) from Argentina, the :National Liberation . .\rmy (ELN) from Bolivia, 

and the Tupamaros 'from Uruguay. A French connection \,·as :ipparent C':en at this 
stage. Alain Krivine, the lc:1der of the Li:;ue Comminuste (the French section of the 
T rotskyist Fourth International ), turned up nt the ~,f endo,:a ~ne:ding. Subscquc:ntly, 

C 
thcJCR set up its Lati n .-\mcrjc:>.n hc:1dq11:irters in Buceos .\ire:s :::1d formed a 'general 
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} ·1!.onio .Dicc!1-.ia (~fir), RvJ,cn Sanchez Valdivia (ELN) ;111d Anc.h·cs Fc!ixG 
Ct•1tclli Chi£·iI:.::.o (Tupamaros). (CultelJi is cu:-rently in a detention camp -in Argen­
trna.) . .. - ... ,~ · ··. . .· . · 

TI1c reverses tha:t the reYoiutionary kft has su!Tcred throughout the 'southern cone'· 
of Latin America- ·culminating in the n1ilitai-y coup in Argc.-ntina in March, 1976-
ha\'e forcc:d man)' of the leaders of the JCR iato exile. The guerrilla school ( complete 
with ~n undci·grounc;l rille range), 'th'C' $<:Cret arms factory (cquiJ>pcd to produce a 
sjmple·rnachi;1d-pistofcodC:narn..:d JCR~l) and the documentation centre (where false 
passports and identity papers were mass-produced) which the JCR had cstabEshed in 
Buenos Aires in 1975 have all been closed down by the security forces. But the ERP's 
cbborately organised system of safe houses (equipo ck hareti,us) still seems to be 
functioning. 

JCR leaders have been forced to rely more heavily on supporters and co,·er c,rg:rni­
sations farther north, such as the C:i.sa del Pueblo Argentino and the Comite ~1cjic:i.no 
de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Argentine in Mexico, the Latin American Press Agency 
(A.pal) in Caracas - which helps to produce the JCR's bulletin, Che Guemra - and the 
verbosely-named ).fovement against Imperialism and for Socialism in Argentina 

· ().fasa) which has offices in :.fiami, Los .·\ngeles and San Francisco. 1fasa describes 
itself as 'an independent political organi51tion founded .1nd directed in the Vnited 
States by Argentinians'. It publishes a mag.1zine, .Denwzcia, which has claimed that the 
guerrilla groups in Argentina constitute a 'regular army' in the sense in which the tum 
is used in the Geneva convention. 

The Argentine ERP has long been the driving force in the JCR - largely for the 
obvious rl!ason that Buenos A ires provided a safe haven for guerrillas from neighbouring() 
countries for more tha·n two years and that the ERP, as a result of its lucrative kidnap­
pings, had plenty of money to put into the kitty. It was on the direct initiative of the 
ERP (which was founded as the military wing of the Trotskyist Re,·6lutionary Workers' 
party, or PRT) that its Bolivian sister-group set up a political support group, also 
entitled the PR T, and org;i.nised along identical lines. It works in close co-ordination 
with Colombian guerrilla groups, and has broadened its membership to embrace a 
Paraguayan guerrilla group, F1;epalina.· · 

Guerrilla training courses for t~e JCR are pro\;ded by Cuba and a number of ).fiddl~ 
Ea~ten: countries, including Iraq and Libya. There are reports that, after recent \;sits 
by JC:R' envoys to Luanda (reportedly including Roberto Gu~vara, brother of the 
famous guerrilla leader :. killed in Bolivia), the Angolan government will also offer 
training facilities in that country. :N'ef;otiations between theJCR and Colo".l.el Qadcl::.­
fi's government in Libya have been c~nducted on the initiative of the Chilean ~fir 
leader, !\fanucl C:i.b:eses, by Eder Sim.io Sader. Although a Brazilian, Sader sits 
on the 'external directorate' of the Mir. He visited Tripoli late last year. 

T he Cubans train JCR recruits on a 1,800 hectare estate near Guanabo which 
comes under the authority of the interior ministry. The minim um length of traini ng is 
thr ee rnonths. Courses on urban terrorism in 1976 made use oi translations of American 
Special Forces manuals and included lectures on the composition and deployment of 
the Chilean armed forces. Cu pan officers are known by their nicknames: one of the 
t:i.ct ics instruc to rs at this camp, for example, is a lieutenant known· as 'Bolchcvique' or 
'Bolche'. 

T he day l:, egins at 5.30, with an hour and a half of physic:il exercises, follo\'. ed by.n 
breaU2.st 2. nd ck2.ning duties. Lectures· :i.re h eld between 8 and 12 a.m., 11:i!lov.-ed b :, .,__! 
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()1uJ1ch and three hours of practical tr;-iining in explosives, we:1ponr)' ;-ind tactics. The 
lightsarcturncdoffat9p.m: i -~ ·: · • .- :·. • . .' • ;L .. ; ,, · · .•• .,._ •. -: · _ ·, . . •. . 

Tr;-iining courses in rural gueirilla w.:1rfarc arc conducted in the pro\·ince of Pi1iar 
dcl Rio, in the Sierra·dc los Organos, in·:m army school aboiJ_t 12 km from the town of 
Bahia Onda. The e!nphasis here is ·on sun'ival under austere conditions in rugged 
mountainous terfain and on 01,r.ration$ against rcgubr forces:... who$e role in manoeuv­
res is played by Cuban army conscripts, who simultaneously gai.n experience in counter:. 
guerrilla tactics. The tactics instructor on these courses is a first licuten,. nt known as 
'.-\bigail' who formerly belonged to the personal bodyguard of Raul C?..stro, the minister 
of defence. Guerrilla trainees at this camp are also givr.n rudimentary instruction in 
t:mk warfare, and allowed to practise driving Soviet-built T-34 tanh and .·\mcrican-
made ?--1-43s and ~1-41 s. : . · 

But the Cuban training courses go far beyond routine military instruction; they 
Co\·er the manufacture anti use of false passports and identity papers, secret communi­
ca:tions, and other basic tools of the modern terrorist trade. 

The movements 9f one of the Argentine leaders of the JCR, Espino;.:a Enra!10:1a, 
offer some insight into the way the network operates. The Cubans equipped him with a 
false Costa Rican passport in the name of Guillermo Arce Rold.in, together with books, 
maps <'\nd ta.pe recordings to familiarise him with the accent, history and geography of 
Costa Rica. After a fortnight's study, his Cuban controller subjected him to :m oral 
examination to e_stablish whether he was sufficiently pl:i.usible in his newly-acquired 
identity. He was then sent on a mi5sion to Argentina, following th~ circuitous route 
H:n·ana-::'-.foscow-Pr.-.gue-Zurich-Paris-Buenos Aires. Supplied with clothing of Ameri-

()can, ~f exic:m and PerU\-ian manufacture, Barahona used a Cuban passport for his trip 
to ~foscow, where he was met at the <'\irport on 16 December, 1975, by two officials 
from the Cuban embassy. The following da);.:. again assisted through controls by the 
t,wo Cubans 7" he boarded a Cubana de Aviaci6n flight to Prague, where he was met 
by another Cuban official. 

From Prague, he took a Czech airways flight to Zurich, where he used his Costa 
Rican passport. At the airport, he paid cash for a ticket to Paris on a flight leaving 
tv;o hours later. The reason for using Zurich as a transit point was simple: he had been 
assured that immigration officials would hot stamp his passport and that he would thus 
be able to disguise his movement Ol!lt of the Soviet block. He completed his journey on 
·an :~r Fr~nce flight · to Buenos Aires, where he eluded arrest - although his Costa 
Rican passport was picked up by the police in an abandoned 'safe house' last June. 

The JCR operates 'an impressive network of front organisations and support groups 
in v.:estern Europe, and maintains c9ntact with bodies like the Chile Solidarity Com­
mittee, the Bertrand Russell Tribunal and human rights organisations'. In T11est 
Gmnany (where the JCR has set up its own centre) its organisers maintain close 
links with the Latin American Student Association (AELA) which has offices in Berlin, 
:\-fmuch, Hamburg, Aachen, Cologne and Frankfurt. P ortugal bep.me a major centre 
of activity after 1farch, 1975, when theJCR set up an office in psbon. A second office 
was subsequently established in the northern town of Oporto: : 

The JCR is also represez:ited in Belgium, Holland and Ital;•, but_ France is by far the 
most important centre of operations. TheJCR is said to maintain a secret documenta­
tion ce:i.t re in Paris which produces fak e pa-;sports and identity pG.pers. ~fhe JCR's 

(-\T'1ost important front organisation in Paris ..: now active in conducting :i.n :nt crnatiqnal 
•·._, p:op;,.g;mda campaign against GenQrd Vic!c!a's regime - is the A.rgent:na So!ic_2.rity 
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and Jnform.ation Cc.ntre (C.\IS). It was set tip 'with tlie backing of both of .-\r3cntina'sO 
major ;u~rrilla movements, the (Trotskrist) ERP and the {rcvolution:wy ·Pcronist) 
~fontoncros." . ::; :; · • , '· - • ,: f" - --.: 1 

• • 

CAIS is controlled _by a. general sccret:iri:tt and six committ~c-!i, rc-~ponsible for 
liai:;on with otJ-icr groups, finance, culture, :1id for refugees, propaganda, :md foreign 
relations. Its chiefs arc Ro:to!:o :\fJ,tt:-:.roI9, an ERP h:adcr who is aho the senior 
JCR rcprescntati\'C in Paris, :rnd Luis Ifciiiito I!c1•1.·utti Costa, a ?\.fontoncro leader 
who h:1s the title of secretary-general of CA IS. Other key figures include Alejandro 
Teitelbaum, Hector Y:::.~i~elcvitch;:rnd Carlos Alberto Gon:.=:ilc:.i: G;,,: tfo.nd. 

A sample of CAIS's propaganda acti\'ities is provided by a report sent by Rodolfo 
~fattarolo to the PRT bst December on· efforts to infiucuce film producers and to 
pro<luce a propaganda film for the guerrillas of the JCR. 'In the field of distribution,' 
he noted; . \ve can riow·count"on a number of instruments to ensure that mat.::ri:ll \,·ill 
be distributed throughqut Europe and Latin America. As ·a first step, we will bring 
together all our comrades scattered throughout Italy in order to reorganise the equip­
ment .... \Ve will n1akc theJCR film on the basis of the four reports th:'.t were filmed 
more than a year ago. This task was in the hands of our ;\fir comrades, but they told 
us recently that they are imable to complete it. "'e can· count on the support of colla­
borators and friends in the inedia who will solv'e ci~r tcchn.ical problems :i.nd will do 
laboratory work for us for nothing.' 

It is intei·esting that :\fattarolo expressed his hope that the Italian government might 
be persuaded to put up some of the cash for this and similar projects, and that further 
aid might co111e from African countries 'that are extremely interested in the distribution 
of their own films in Europe and with which we have already discussed possiblo 
collaboration.' He singled ou_t An~ola as the African ,country most likely to help. 

Castro's vanishing act 
It's unusual for two he:i.ds of state to drop out of sight for 24 hours, but the mysterious 
disappea rance of Cuba's Fidel c~stro and Somalia's Siad Earre on \ \' ednesday, 
16 :-.farch, passed almost unnoticed in the western press. 

Castro arrived in Addis Ababa the previo'us Tuesday, without warning, flying in 
from ~fogadishu. He spent .Tuesday aftel·noon and evening closeted wit11 Ethiopian 
leaders. He.- then took off from Addis .-\baba ·in so much of a hurry that there was barely 
time to round up the crew for his Soviet plane. The stand ard ceremoni:11 farewell was 
omit ted . .-\sked where Castro had gone, the Ethiopian spokesman merely commented, 
'Direction unknown' . · 

As Castro was Jeaving Addis .-\baba, Siad Barre dashed into ~fogadishu ,i.irport, 
·comm:i.ndeered a jet and also took off. On T hursday, Castro surfaced in Dar cs S:i.laa·m 

. S.nd Barre was back in his own capital. 
~ F o REIC N R E PORT ca n reveal where they w ent. T hey h :id a secre t rcnd cz..,·ous in 
Libya with Colonel Qaddafi. Castro's aim w:l.S to mediate between the ri\'al forces in 
the Horn of Africa - and, specifically, to avert a Som:i..li-Ethiopian clash o\·er Djibouti 
and regions of E thiopia that are claimed by Somalia. There has been a growing danger 
that So\'i et, Cuban and Libyan b ;-1cki ng for E thiop ia (together wi th S:::.udi rr.o ncy) 
wc,uld tip Sc.m:dia b,1.ck towards th e ·sestcrn C:!. mp·- although this v:c.uld ri: ; ui re-the 
oustir1g of key pro -So\·iet figu res such ~s G c: ::1cral S:i.m.!nt:?.r, th e inteJli;,;nce 1.:hief, n 
2.nd pc,;ibly of Si.:.d ~::.rre himself. · , -...... __ ) 
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rn a bid to scuttle r.~:deast 
peace talks, Washington's foes 
::i"e out to make friends and 

... 
J • ,· .. ., . I• '' ' ' . . --

I 

1. To rc•crnit frc~h support for the .\rg(:ntina and Peru joined the C.S. in 
PLO·s campaign to achieve an inde- basing their embas~ies in Isr.wl in Tel 
pendent Palestinian homeland on .-\rab A\'i\' instead of in di~putc-d JC'rusa lcm. 
land now occupied by Israel. Rut much of the rest of Latin Amcri-

2. To become more closclv identified ca now is expected to shift quarters to 
with dc1rands by Third \V~rld nations Tel Aviv after the l'nited '.\'.itions Sccu­
for economic and social changes. rity .. Council voted 14 to O on August 

Brazil is ·a prime Arab target. _'.':ot 20-the U.S. abstained-to cemure Is­
only must it import 85 percent of the rael for official Ly -d~claring JcrnsajP.m, 
oil needed to run its c,·onomy, but it is including the :\rab sector, its capital. 
anxious to. increase export markets in R,<lical Arab :1cti\·ity is especially in-
the :\·liddl& East. ti:nse in the Caribbean. Arab missions 

f r,fluence governments on the • fraq; ,which s11pplies Brazil wi~h t.:rissc.-ross the Conner British i~land col-
Joorstep of the U.S. more than -W percent of its oil imports, onies, with side trips down to Guyana 

is _particularly insi.~tent that the PLO and ~11rinarne on the South .\merican 
A dctcrmineci drive is uncier wav bv be permitted to open an office in the L'Ontinent. The Prime \1inisters of Ja• 

i'adical Arab states and the Paleitin~ colmlry. But the Brazilian govern- maica, Grenada und Guyana have \·is it­
T.i beration Org:rnization to spread m1:nt, aware of the PLO"s contacts ed the \lideast seeking .-\rab money. · 
their influence in Latin .-\merica. with local leftist groups and reluctant Libyan aid. Prime \1inister \lich ,,el 

From Brazil to Central .-\merica to to alarm the nation's large Jewish com- \fanley ofJamaica, trying to cope with a 
Caribbean nations, Iraq, Libya and Al- munity, so far has resisted pressure. bankrupt economy and moun ting pol iti-
geria-plus the PLO-are wielding :'\evertheless, Brazil has moved clos- cal woes, keeps his country going 1\·ith a 
their oil-based power as a .w.e.a.pQ_n ""' 50-mill ion-d olla r loa n 
against the United States ,rnd Israel. ........ ·-0::-~~;=;;;:-. \_r;';':(? \%. ~,-r-~"17.'·i from Libva .. \n :idditional 

Ameri7an analys!s view t_he grO\'-ing ..-· ... )i'~J -i.:..f/:.·. ;.. :, :;,, · •..: )',.. .~ "'-\~.:::;Y7' . . 50 millio~ is suid to be on 
penetration of Lann .-\menca by .-\rab :,;- ... .. ~\_'!ff'~!"~--::-, Y :-~ _ . .J7 -~-1 . . • · the way. Kuwait, Iraq and 
radicals as a dangNOUS catalyst for in- - · t -:r·:a,~ . - -~•.:;:::\ _. : [:<""'- ;,"'J_~~.: :.1 ·. :· · · the Organization of Petro-
crease msta 1 1ty m t e region an . . ~ . ,_"f · · :· ·t ::'1 ?);~,: .. ·~' ,f'~--·~--:-- leum Exporting Countries d . b 'l' . h . d ~ ~ I - •' · ••• '• ,. -•~- ' ·--~ , . 

eventual emergt>n~e there of national , ~~ 'l'✓ ~ .".>:'.'s~.: · · .' ':-:\_\ .., ·c have promised \lanley an-
µolicie~ host_ile to l= .S. interests. J.l~~ ~e · -t!t \L-e--~ .. :~::.--::: . --:;··- other 20 million dollars. 

U.S._ mtell1_g~nc". ex~erts fir~t spotte? ~-~,:;-;;,j") ,1°:/ J• .:'. :..~:-.>~~ ·"'- ,_f \~ ~~,d Impove rished Grenacia 
the \fideast mtru,1011 mto L1tm .-\men- ~ -~ ;- 1 \., -~/ -1,( ·•

1A \ · ' :..-.:. / ,., 1.~ ·_:--~~ has signed cooper :iti\·e 
. · ~ ; in m.id-19!~• duri~g the final \\'eeks · ':"'\..'\.__ 'I: : ; ;,11-~. :~f · ·> .. _ :;~~: L / 1/ "\ .7 agreements with .-\lge ria. 

~J,I_ the Sand1~1sta cinve to _ov~rthrow . ·• • , ~ .. ~I.., ...... ·. _" ::-:_ . .. . •• • .: • \ ")J ',,_. /, : r,, Prime \linis ter \faurice 
:--/1caraguan d1ctalor .-\nastas10 Somoza. _.,,-_ __ ........ .,~-t :1~;_ • . :-://:;· ·-,_ ·\. .,-~ Bishop, a disciple of Cu-

Until then C- ·ba Venezuela and ~ - '- .,: 0 -·-4(. '.C:1 · . , -~ ba's Fidel Castro, also has 7 ,I , • • .~~'f-,• ~~ , ,: ' .. ...... ,.~..:. 
Panama had been the pnnc1pal arms _ . t . ~-,~ :- :..: .- .. . _ , · : .•, ~} ~ been promised 10 million 
suppliers for the \farxist-led guerrilla :-\~:--,,.:~.r-·;,. , ~ :. · :::--/•-t~ :· ,·:~ ··· dollars in loans from Libva 
forces. But just before .the Sandinistas .'1 -... .....,_,. ~:-· ✓-1 : · ~:' ~ ~~ -Y~;:-:J~:. _ , . -.._ -:... and 4 million from Iraq.· 
launched thefr fin'1 offen~;ve, la,ge · f;'·:"'=;7,'. ~" \ t·. · ·· '_J;." .... ;,./t;~r! "'(;.~ .. ;,.,J Guvana·s Forbes Burn-
s~1pm ents of ,.,.:ea pons arm·ed from ,-:~:,.-,-,.Z':·,:~~- , · ·. :_..-\ · ~ • ,r'J· ~ ~ ,.,~ -~]:"' ham ls looking to the \fid-
L1bya and Algeria. . . '..,;.. ::=.~"'.-. -:. \ · . · \ ·:22. ,;.;._. ; j l , ·· '0 . east as well as to the 

Only after they ~e1z0d power did · . · .•. ~~ _; ;_:;j;~ · \ · 1 ''--...:._ .. -:;,. . World Bank fo r monev to 
Sandinista officials disclose that many PLO's Arafat receives hero's welcome from Nicaroguan ease his countrv·s ~.:: rious 
of their grn:rrillas had bt:en trained at leaders on anniversary of the Sandinista victory. economic probiems. Iraq 
PLO bases in Jordan. They also admit- already has given Burn-
ted that. Sandinistas had fought, with er to Iraqi policies. It has declared the ham a 30-million-dollar dcwlopment 
the PLO ag;{inst the .-\rmy of King PLO the ··sole legitimate repres,~nta• loan. Libya is helping \\ ith a 10-mil­
Hussein in Jordan in September; 1970, ti\'e of the Palestinian people'" and al- lion-dollar bahnce -of-pa~·ments !can 
and had partici pat,' d in hijacking air- lows an Arafat aide to function as if he and participa tion in a project to build 
liners in F.ur6pe and the \fiddle East. 1\·.:re an .1 ccredited diplomat. an oil refinerv. 

"Warmongering .. charge. PLO lead- Other, Latin Americun coun tries also Burnham, ·h o\1·e\·er, still refu,es to 
er Yassir :\rafat got a hero·s welcome are under .-\rab pressure. But they , too, per-mit the Palestinians to open .in of­
ll'hen he arri\"ed in :'\icaragua in late are ll'ary of allowing the PLO to oper- fice in George town, Guyana ·s capi tal. 
July for the first annh·e rsary celebra- ate freelv for fear tha t the Palestinians Solid indication of the groll'ing suc­
tion of the Sandini~t:1 vic torv . Formal could be~ome a threat to their own in- cess of the campaign b~· radical .-\rab 
diolomatic relations were e:5tablished ternal securi ty. Until now, PLO offices nations for influence in Latin .-\merica 
bitwl!en th~ PLO .md :'\'icaragua. A have been set up only in Cuba, ~icara- came in another U.'.\'. \'Ote on July 19, 
joint statement de nounced Washing- gua, \1exico and Peru. when the General .-\ ssembly appro\"ed 
ton·s \fideast polic~·, Egyptian-Israeli \1exico limits PLO representation to a resolution call ing for an Isr:,eli with-
talks and U.S. "\\'armongering." one person who has not been granted drawal from occupied .-\rab b nd and 

:'-:ow the PLO h:1, off Ned weapons diplomatic sta tus. Peru authorized the fo r es tablishment of a Palestinia n <tate. 
and training to lef:i,t forces in civil- PLO office in l_~j9. Latin experts be- The U.S., arguing that the r;,, ol:! tion 

i• ':1r-torn El Sah-,1d,,r. 1\·here a L1 .S.- !ie, ·e permi$Sion was g::-~rntcd in :-e turn \\'Ould undercut \f ide.1st pc~ice L1lks. ap­
dacked reform junta is battling guerril- fo r an .-\rab agreement to make Lima pealed for its rej ection. In Latin .-\meri­
!as of both the left .md righ t. the headquarters of .-\r labank, an in- ca. onl\' Guatemala ,lll<l the Dominican 

U.S. analvsts sav two major reasons vestment bank fina nced bv .-\rab ;tnd Repubiic \'Oted with Washington. 0 
lie behind the decisic>n by radical .-\rabs Latin American capital. · 
to step up :.1ctiYi ty in L:itin America: Cntil recently, only \kxico, Brazil. 8 ,, <1 Ht. J. : tt r":r>HL 
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LEON HADAR explores the Palestine 
Uberatlon Organization's Increasing activity 
among Latin American revolutionary grq~ps. . , / 

"THE WAY to Jerusalem leads 
through Managua" appears to be 
more than just a slogan uttered by 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat at the J\JJy 
27 anniversary of the Sandinista vic­
tory in Nicaragua. 

Recent information reaching the 
New York-based research organiza­
tion "Freedom House indicates that 
the PLO has made substantial in­
roads in Latin America, where it has 
established itself as an orgamza­
tional centre for anti-U.S. activity, 

Standing next to Arafat on · the 
Managua platform was Moises Has­
san, a pro-Soviet member of the 
Sandinista National Uirectorate. 
The son of Palestinian refugees, 
Hassan pledged his government's 
near-unconditional support for the 
PLO. 

COOPERATION between the PLO 
and revolutionary inovements in 
South and Central America is 
nothing new. According to Sn.ice 
Madon, head of the Central 
America Desk at Freedom House, a 
prestigious conservative think-tank 
which monitors human rights viola­
tions and communist infiltration 
around the world, · first contacts 
were made in Havana in 1966. 

It was then, at the Non-Aligned 
Tricontincntal Congress, that 
Palestinian leaders met for the first 
time with representatives of pro­
Soviet guerrilla movements in 
Central America. An alliance was 
quic.ldy ,formed on a common 
ideologic.al base - the mutual 
struggle against " U.S. imperi:alism 
and neo-colonialism." · 

Active ·cooperation between the 
'PLO and. the Sandinistas became a 
reality in 1969, according to 
Maclon. At a meeting in Mexico 
City, Benito Escobar of the San• 
dinistas met with three high-ranking 
PLO men in Mexico City. As a 
result, 52 Sandinista "freedom 
fighters'" were sent for training to 
PLO camps in Tyre, Lebanon. In 
the years that followed, more train­
ing bases for the Sandinista and 
other Central American rebels were 
established, under PLO supervision, 
in Algeria and Libya, and an agree­
ment for logistical aid was signed 
between the two "revolutionary" 

groups . . 
The Sandinistas not only ac­

cepted t~aining from the PLO, they 
alsoJought side-by-side with them. 
In 1970, for instance, Patrick 
Arguello Ryan, a Sandinista trained 
in the M iddlc East, was Leila 
Khaled"s partner in an abortive at• 
tack on an El Al plane just outside 
Am$lc;rdam. (Ryan was killed in the 
attack.) 

Numerous press reports 
described Moises Hassan as the 
"major contact man " in the 
N icaraguan-Palcstinian alliance. 
But M aclon believes that that role 
was played by Tomas Borge, cur­
rently interior minister in the San­
dinista government. 

A ST A UNCH follower of Fidel 
Castro. Borge was the _Qi.tian presi­
dent's majqr emissary in the Middle 
East during the early '70s, and was a 
familiar figure in both Beirut and 
Damascus. He used Libyan money 
and PLO technical assistance to get 
arms from North Korea and Viet• 
nam, and channel them to anti• 
government guerrillas in Nicaragua, 
El Salvador and Honduras. 

Without these deliveries, Maclon 
asserts, the Sandinistas would not 
have been able to defeat the 
Managua regime-. of President 
Anastasio Somoza. A massive 
Borge-arranged shipment of 
weapons, Maclon says, arrived two 
months before the Sandinistas, 
final· victory. It consisted of guns 
sent rrom North Korea to 
Nicaragua. carried in a Lebanon­
registered vessel which was owned 
and operated by the PLO. 

M aclon also points to the part 
played' by Julian Rizzo, a former 
member of Havana's UN delcga­
l ion. According to the U .S . 
researcher, Sizzo was a high­
ranking official in OJI, the Cuban 
secret service, and the liaison man 
wih the Black Panthers in the U.S. 
and pre-independence Puerto 
Rican groups. In New York, Rizzo 
was constantly seen with Zehdi 
Tc:rzi and Hassan Abdel Rahman, 
the two lop men at the PLO's UN 
mission . (Incidentally, both Tc:rz1 
and Rahman have Latin links. The 
former was uncc: his organization 's 

representative in Chile, the latter . 
studied in Puerto Rico.) 

Today. Rizzo is serving as the 
Cuban ambassador to pro-Soviet 
Grenada and is cooperating with a 
large group of PLO activists. with 
the full blessing of Maurice 8 i$hop, 
the prime minister of Grenada, to 
help establish anti-government 
guerrilla networks in the eastern 
part of the Caribbean, which the 
American regard as a very impor• 
tant strategic zone. 

HOWEVER, post-Somoza 
Nicaragua remains the major centre 
of PLO activity in the area. 

Maclon rejects the official State 
Department theory that Cuba is the 
main source of Soviet arms to guer­
rillas in 8 Salvador who arc fighting 
the pro-American government 
there. 

"It is the PLO with financial aid 
from Qaddafi that is helping to es­
tablish the anti-American network 
in the area." he argues, criticizing 
the State Department for down­
playing the •• Arab connection." 

The first major step Qaddafi took 
in order to strengthen his ·tics with 
the anti-American, PLO-trained 
guerrilla forces in the area was in 
1978 when he opened a bank ac­
count in Panama through which he 
channelled about half-a-billion dol­
lars to the Sandinistas and other 
guerrilla groups. In 1979 he invited 
to Bcngazi the members of a group 
called "the Junta for the Coordina­
tion of the Revolution," made up of 
heads of guerrilla forces in Central 
and South America, and promised 
to help them financially and 
politically. 

After their victory in August 
1980. the Sandinistas - represented 
by the Minister oi Planning Henri 
Ruize - signed a governmcnt•to­
government agreement with the 
PLO. 

The PLO has an "embassy" in 
~ana2u,a, headed by Ahmed 
Suleiman, with a staff of about 
70. The opening of the embassy was 
followed by a secret trip by Borge to 
Libya whCH"e he met with Gaddafi. 
The latter. according to Maclon, 
donated SIOO million for 
"agricultural projects" in Nicara2ua 
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South Africa's r,fr Vor:::!cr c:arlicr this year. Swapo's partial acccpt;incc of 
the proposals last ,vec-k (but Swa,po still refuses, for example, to ~g_rec that 
\Valvis Bay with its superb natural )1;irbour should n:main a Sou'th African 
encl:wc) was hailed :is a •:ktory for the talkative l'vfr A:u.h:cw Yoirng and, 
in particular, his deputy, 'Mr Don McH~nry • . 

'17rns bald!)' st:i.tcd, the de:i.l might ~ppcar to amount to ::tying: we •,•:on't mc<ldle 
in your t.crritory (Angola) if you·d@otl'.t metldle in ours (Zaire), with .i.':'amibia left as a 
contested an.:a to be fought over at the polls. So why arc 11)any officials prirntcly 
sceptical? 

The primary reasons are that (a) no understanding appears to ha\·e been reached 
about the withdrawal of significant numbers of Cuban troops from Angola, where 
some 20,000 are currently based and have recently been reinforced - according to one 
account - by East German paratroops; while (b) the choking-off of support to lfoita 
;nd the FNLA could allow the Russians and the Cubans to develop· Angola as a fully 
secure base for military intervention in neighbouring countries. TI1is is why one well-, 
placed French official characterised the suspension of aid to the anti-Soviet resistance 
in Angola to FOREIGN REPORT with a well-known phrase: 'C'e£t beaucoup plu.s grci;;e 
qu'un cn'me ,· c' est une faute'. 

As far as s ... :apo's change ofline on the western proposals is concerned, it was always 
difficult to sec why the movement's l_eadc:rs refosed to accept them at the outset. TI1ey 
must have realised th~t, whether or not they ,vere ready to work withi!} the five-power 
formula (or test their popularity in free and fair elections) acceptance_ would provide 
some leverage to engineer the withdrawal of South African troops from the territory. 
The future of the territory is likely to hinge on the balance of military force and on the 
relative capacities of the opposing sides to protect - or intimidate (depending on the Q 
observer's perspective) - the local population. , . · 

Ironically, before his recent retirement as chief·of South Africa's Bureau of State 
Security, General Hendrik Van Den Ber~h had suggested to ~fr Vorster a possible 
arrangement with Neto not entirely dissimilar to what the major western powers now 
seem resigned to accept. He thought South Africa should offa N'eto a deal under which 
South Africa would cut off suppo!t for Unita in return for a similar withdrawal of 
support from Swapo (and the arrest of-its leaders) by the Angolan regime. According 
to informed sources, N'eto was disposed to accept. 

. ~ut the suggestion was vetoed at -the.highest political level in Pretoria, in the belief 
that, whereas the ,A.ngolan government and its Soviet-block backers could renew 
support for Namibian guerrillas whenever they saw fit, it might prove impo~sible to 
rebuild an anti-Soviet rcsist:rnce movement in Angola once it had been a!Iowed to be 
destroyed. The same consideration 'is \•,:eighing on the minds of people like. Zbig:::icw 

Erzczi;:1s!<-...i today. · I". /)_ , ,._,- · 
1
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~ink-up b~b.veen Mo'ntoneros arid the PJ_J O 
• Links bet\•veen the Palestinian guerrilla groups and Latin American revolu tionaries 

are being strengthened. \\7 est European security services have long been concerned 
that the thousands of Latin .-\meric:111 extremists - many of them loyal to the Revolu­
tio:.ary Co-ordir::!ting Junta (JCR), foy_nded in 19i4 to pool the res c., urces of 
.-\rgentinian, Chi1e:in, Boli·,ian .::.ad Uruguayan terrorist groups - who ·h ave fou nd 
refuge in European capitals would provide a source of fresh recruits for the tcrrc.,rist 
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iuti;iu:>.tion:'ll. The dr:1111atic career of the Vcnc:Gi1clan 'Carlos' (who now l_ivcs in a 
luxurious vill:i on the outskirts of Tripoli, guarded b)' Colonel Qac1d:1fi's security men) 
gave nn inkling of ,rl1at n1ight be in store. · .,. ~ · 

.\rgentina's ::\fontoneros, a waning force in their O\\'n country as a result of a deter­
mined anti-terrorist drive and the flight of most of their !ciders in to exile, have forged 
:i tactical alliaiice· with the Palestine· Liberation Organisation. The PLO's clandc·!>tine 
radio station, 'Voice of Palestine'-. which tr;;,nsmits from ~0uthl!n1. L~banon - recently 
publicised the visit of a ~fontoi1e1'o ddeg;;,tion headed by ,:,.~;ijor' l\f:ujo;:i and 'C:1p­
taii.t' Aldclcs. (The na111cs arc probably 1iom.s Je gucm.) According to the PLO broad­
cast, the Argentinians had talked with ICTial:1 al-"l,\' :-.:dr, better kno\'m as .Abu Jihad, 
Fatah's chief of military operations,. and with 'specialised groups of the Palestinian 
revolution'. . r · . · · ' • . . · 

~fontonero leaders have visited PLO bases in Lebanon in the pa.st, and are said to 
maintain close contacts with Palestinian representatives in Paris and Rome. Earlier 
this year, the Israeli paper Tediot Aharonot carried a report of a joint i::ominunique 
from the ::\fontonei-os and the. PLO that supposedly pledged combined action against 
both Israeli and Argentinian targets. The· ideological' base for this kind of tactical 
allianc·e is readily comprehensible; not least because many of the ~fontoneros' key 
leaders (like !tocfolf o G_alimbcrti) are revolutionary Pcronists who began their 
political careers in ultr::.-nationalist and violently anti-semitic organisations such as 
Tacuara. 

--1;urkey's ne,v intelligence cl1ief -
The appointment of a ·retired army · general, .tcban E:-soz, as chief of Turkey's 0 intelligence service, the l\1IT, marks a ·new ph:i.se in Bulc::::.t Eccvit's efforts-to contain 
the rising wave of political violence that threatens to swamp his left-wing government. 

In the six .months since Ecevit to9k office, more people have been killed by political 
Yiolence than in the whole of last year, when Suliman Di::::n.irel's c_onservative 
coalition was in power. After an interlude of comparative restraint, right-wing 
extremists have s-..vung· into action again in recent weeks, and have carried out a 
series of ass:minations that have provoked a storm of protest from the T urkish left. 
Students invaded the prime minister's office last week after the . killing of a left-wing 
university professor. . : · . •· · , · · . ; · 

· E;tevit ·would like to ha Ye appointed a man· , -..·ith political Yiews like his own as chief 
of the :\HT, but cou_ld not fi nd anyone with plausible qualific:i.tions to fill the job. So 
he turned to General Ersoz, who is regarded as less hostile to Eccvit's way of thinking 
than most senior Turkish officers. , 

A year ago, Ersoz fell foul of Demirel and was eventually obliged to retire from the 
army, although he had been widely tipped to rise to the rank of commander of land 
rorces. Estranged from Demirel and deeply oppmed to the excesses of the extreme right, 
he is expected to play on the role of a loyal professional. But, Ersoz is no lcft-·.,·inger, 
and does not subscribe to Ecevit's own left-of-centre views. His nppoin tmcnt has not 
a roused c·oncern among western officials in Ankara, who hope and belie\·e tha t he will 
carry out his du ties impar~ially. 

T rouble could arise if Ece,·it or his more extreme supporters try to meddle in the 
internal c,rgani~ation of the ?\ HT, which hf:l.s close ties •,-:i th th e ;:irmy. S-ome of the 
men :-:ro-..::1d Ece,·i t want ).!IT to be 'purged ' of ::.llcged right-v:ingcrs . ). fore important 
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~- :1 .. :l ,· r :'a· :1:::;.; ,-,,·.::1ti(Jol(, the.: c, .; ;;::11:ni•t p:Ht)''S <:(Cr..:t.1ry-~t.·Jl('r:'l.l , ,\:,j;c () 

:,~u!::: ~·.!1.,r ,1, , . .-1.'!lt to ~,fo;l"o,·: to co:1rnlt the So,·ict politburo on how to k1:1dlc the 

4,:r:,i~. ;(o .. , .)::::~•:l c.111 h,;.\'C: ,·:nagc.:d, ~incc .·\ziL ~fohamml·d :ind his group l1a,·c not )'Ct 
n.:rnrnni \q ~.,:;L.bJ .. \:::.:r the :i.rr~t or dk1~pcarance of a number of leading Tr;,.qi 
Cc,mmuni ,ts on 21 Xo,·l' mbcr, there w::tS ·~ mass cxorl:1s of party n_,cmbcrs frorri 
n~g1~ 1.!:1d. 

.N':-.im lhd:bd, a llll':11bcr of the B.1:1th 11:ifionnl lcadcr~hip and sc::crcta11'-gencr:1.l of 
th~ Pr..:.;r,· ... i\'c P.:::-:u,ic :ind X:-,: :on:11 Front, d.;clarl!d on H April tk1t the G)mmu:-..ist 
Jc·::das 'h; ~d ll-ft the country ~nd :ih:rndun{"<l ,th-! strq~gle'. He :iho ch~rg(·d that 'the 
Cc,mm ,:n i;t p:irty h:.d begun to undert:1.kc strrct activity'. Ua<lct?..d did not ~p-:cify the 
n:iture of this Sl·crct work, but cl::lim<:-d -th~t ~,,me of the Communists who hnd bec:n 
arrc..stcd th:it mvath hod failed to heed go\·ernment w:1.rnings against efforts to spread 
rnb,·crsion in the :mned forces. 

H:1.ddad also denounced the C0mmuni::ts for t;·ying to set up a •centre of political and 
i!1tclligcnce :icth·ity' in rh·:1.lrr to the D:1 :~ th p:1.rty. \\'est European Communist news­
p:ipcrs recently listed some n:>.mcs of the Communists arrested in April. They included 
_..\bch1l S:1!:i.m. :::.1-Na::sa • .i, a member of the party's central committee, who was also on 
the editorial board of its theoretical journal, and !',!uhamm.ad Karim Fat!1::1!1a, 
a member of the editorial board of the party's weekly paper. 

The SO\·ict dilemma is whether to try to help the Iraqi Communist part)' at the risk of 
straining relatiO!lS with the regime in Baghdnd. In many other situntions, the Soviet 
lendcrship h:is not hcsitnted to treat local pro-:-.foscow p..1rtics as expandable for the sake 
of promoting good relations with an existing government. Last month, however, the 
Russians hinted at their displeasure over the official trea'tmcnt of the Iraqi Communists: 0 
Before this year, Soviet messages on the occasion of the annh·ersary of the April, 1972, 
friendship m:aty with Iraq had been sent in the n~mes of the top Rmsian leaders, 
identified by their titles. This year, both the kaders' names and any mention of the 
So\·iet Con1munist party were omitted. The message was signed merely by the Supreme 
Soviet praesidium and the council of ministers - throwa\i.·ay phraseology u,ed by the 
Russians for routine govc:rnment-to-government formalities. The message, which had 
been reproduced on the front p.ige of P;-a,:da and J;;,r.;cstia since 1975, was relegated to 
p:-ige two ofboth papers this time. 

With the Communist party so badly battered in Iraq, it would seem that the Ru~sians 
will now try to work throt1gh the new Iraqi Communist Vanguard Organisation, as well 
.1s through direct contacts with the regime. . . . 

This ·two.~-track (or perhaps three-track) · approach has been developed by the 
Rus,ians before. Another ct1rrcnt example could be Irnn, where a ne\,, ~farxist­
Leninist mo\·cment, calling itself the Ir:mian Communist party, was formed in F~bruary 
in ri\·alry t<:> the pro-Soviet Tudeh party. \Vhile the Tudeh leadership has strongly 
protested 2.g:1inst the emergence of a rival body, there are suspicions that the new group 

·' -:- which does not suffer the Tudeh's handicap of being wholly committed with :\foscow 
- -~ could be manipulated as a Soviet front. 

fL 
PLO ·office in Brazil 
The PLO is expected to open an office in Br:isilia in the near future. The Br:1zi!ian 
go\'Crnrnc::1t's ri::idincss to grant ai)proval is c:i.using concern, not me:·ely among the 
locd J:::\·:i, h ccmmuniry, but :.!,1ong Brazil's south.cm nci6libou rs, since the PLO b::i.s Q 
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('-~t:1b]:,hcd close relations with the L: .t in .\111<.:rican g11urilla rnuv1:mc11ts tl1at are 
.../rq,rescntcd under the wnLrdla nf the R c, .. lutil)11,1ry Co-urdi11;1ti11g Ju11ta (J<.:R) -

:rnd, in particular, with Argentina's ~fo1 1loncrns. 
L:1st year, :tftcr a Yisit to PLO ba~cs by a ). fontoncro Jclcgation head~<l by '~,fojor' 

1\1::rfou and 'Cn.p!n.b' Alc~dcs•(sec FoREIGX R1::r,01n- No. 15-1-3), .. th-e two org:1nisations 
issued a joint communique in which the)' decbrcd that they had formed a tactical 
alliance to .attack I~r:-icli ~nd A:·gc-ntinian targcL~ . .-\rg~:ntini:rn rc\'olutionarics i·n exile 
a rc current! rrr:: .-i, ·in "llUrilla tr:i.ini•1g in l;;-i~c.;s in T.ihva .ind . ' n. The -
::'\fontoncros w<:rc also the k.c:)'...~c t gation at the con c:rcncc for L.itin American t ,~ r rGrist 
groups tl1at \\':\S held, under Cofo;?~l Q ?. ~i<ldi's auspkes

7 
in Bcngh:1."1.i at the };(::;inning 

of this year, a nd which was alrn :1ttendcd Ly PLO leaders. 
Like the P:lll·stinians, the ~fontoncros have experienced considerable difliculty in 

staging effrctiYe strikes on their home ground (although th1.:re h:15 been a recent resur­
gence in terrorist attacks on isolated police stations in .\ rgentina) :rnd ,:re nu·.,• in 
search of •~oft t ~, rg<'ts' abroad. O\·cr the past few months, there h:-!s bcc-n a nota b le.: c.: on-
ccntrat ion of :1 fon to!1cro c:,il,~s in Spain, where some Argentinian r.:-: trc.-m:s b a re 
belie,·ed by th e local sc<.:t1rity scn ·ices to have taken part in the latest wave of tc.rrorist 
attacks by the Basque organ isation, ETA-:\filitar. The :\fontc,ncros' lcada, I,1.-.. ~io 
Firmcnich, Yisited Puerto Hierro, just outside :\fadrid (and formerly the h ome-in-
cxile of J n ~n Per5n), last month to attend a clandestine planning se~sion with Sp:rnish 
and Palc5tinian terrorist leaders. 

The Brazilians' decision to allow the PLO to establish an office is no doubt m o ti,·a tcd 
by their need for imported oil. But it · is \"iev:ed, in Buenos Aires in particu lar, as a 

C 
d angerous precedent that could augur an extension of Palestinian te rroris t op erations -

:, () )and terrorist recruitment - to the South American c.:ontinent. 
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Soviet manoeuvres -in I-Iungary 
Big Warsa,v pacf manoeuvres, involving the armies and air forces of Bulgaria, Czecho­
slovakia and Hungary as well as Russia, took place in Hungary on 16-20 ~fay. Ru mania, 
significantly, was represented only by a contingent of staff officers. 

The manoeuvres ,...-ere held in the hilly parts of weHern Hungary known as Trans­
d anubia. The man in charge w~s General L::.jos C zincge, the Hungarinn d <::fence 
minister. The other ·warsaw pact defence ministers· were in attendance: :\fa .. -shal 
Usti.::lov from Russia, G:?nq:n.I Dzhurov rrom Bulgaria, Gencr2l J:::.ru.zc!s!d from 
Poland, Ge::erd I-Iorr-L1.i.n from East G ermany (fresh from another Afi·ican tour ), 
G:mcral Dzi!r from Czechoslovakia and Cc!ou c!-G~~cr-d Coman from Ru m ania. 
!',farsh.i.l :(11H!,:ov, the comma1, der-in-chicf of the \Varsaw pJ.ct armies, \\"hich are 
always referred to in the Soviet-block press as 'the uni ted a rmed forces ' , at t ended the 
manoeuvres. \\7estern military a ttaches were also invited. · 

The objectives of the manoeuvres, accordi ng to the Hungarian paper, Xcpszabad.::.ag, 
were ' the countering of an aggressi\·e milit a ry act by the enemy cro~sing th e borders of 
the H ungari a n People's Republic throu gh th e combined mi lita ry effo rts of the forc es of 
C zechosloYakia, Bulgaria, H ungary and th e Soviet U nion; th e testing of the ba t tle ·or 
combat co-ordin ation of the va rious branches of m ilitary sen ·ices; the co-ordi nation an d 
co-operation of mul ti-li.1gun l fo rces; cros.;:i!:~ in to enemy territo ry - incl uding by 1~1 c::i ns 

Q or rapi d ri , ·cr nc-ssing - to purrne the r etr-.:::i ting rc,rces of th e ..::ncmy 2.n d to cl(::-trcy 
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t,H.:tic is no longer working . .'\Lu Jihad has his own ambitions to replace Arafat, and 
wcst:rn intelligence sources report th~t he has established close relatio~~ ,yith B::ighdad G-:'·. 
on his own account. . . . . 

Arafat's position is further wcnkencd by his loss of government backing in _ _th~ 
Arab world. Specifically: 

1. The Saudis arc angry with him bcca11se of his ~n p1:-ort fur ,\ ya toll:lh 
Khomeini and his criticisms o(_thc Saudi regime. 
2. The .Egyptians are equally u'psct by' his attacks on Pl·cs1~.!,1.t S;Hfot's 
peace <liplomacy and his e~prcssions of support for 'an E:;yptian Khomeini'. 
3. The Iraqis and the Syrians, as explained nbove, arc bncking other horses. 

If the Saudis could have their way, they would_ like to sec Ahmad S!rn!:ri emerge 
as the dominant figure in the PLO. But any bid to use their money to try to bring 
about some such change can probably be niled out, for the time being . Realists about 
the emergence of Iraq as the fo remost military power in the Gulf - after the collapse 
of Iran - and also nbo1 1t the reliability of the Carter administration, the Saudis are 
trying to build an entente ,dth Bnghdad. The fighting at their back door between 
the two Yemens (in which some of the South Yemenis' Soviet-block advisers are 
reported to h,wc been involved) will be a furth er inducement to Saudi caution. pf?._ 

· P.d.1- ~7 7 Qaddafi backs Latin Arnerica's terrorists 
Detween 25 January and 1 February, Colonel Qaddafi played host in Benghazi to 
what was grandiloquently described as 'the first conference of the revolutionary 
progrcs$ive org::inisations and movements of Latin America'. Before the corifr· rence, 
the Libyans announced that 'more than 100' groups were expected to be represented 
in Benghazi. ,ty 0 

The Libyans have not released a full list of who actually turned up, but FO REIGN · ta. 

REPORT has learned that the Latin American groups represented included: 
Q.'\rgentina's J1onton e.ros, one of the most active ( and best-financed) Latin 

American revolutionary movements operating abroad, with support group and 
front organisations established in Paris, Rome, Stockholm and ~fadrid, as well 
as l\fcxico City, and an 'advisory mission' in :i\-faputo; 

CThe Sandinista National Libcratipn, Front (FSLN) of Nicaragua, which has been the 
· .~1.rmed vanguard of the rebellion against Prcs!dcnt Somoza, and is closely 
1 identified with the Cubans; 

QSeveral other central American groups, including Costa Rican revolutionaries 
· who have been prodding a support base for Sandinista operations across the 
· border and members of the terrorist organ isation in El Salvador that is currently 

holding two British bankers to ransom; · 
CChilean e.xiles belonging to the United Popular Action ,.\10;;,ment (?v!apu); a radical 

~!a1:-.ist party that was formerly a member of Allende's Popular Un.ity coalition; 
Q D elegates fro m C hile ' s A f ovcmcnt of the R e.:olutionary Lift (). fi r) a n d its sister-grou ps 

from Boliv;a, Arge:n tina and lJruguay that together compose the Revol ution ary 
Co-ordinating Junta (JCR), which was founded in 1974 as the fi rst example of 
fo rmalised region al Cd-ordination between Latin American guerrill a groups, and 
J;~s now est.tb!ished a secretariat in H avana. 

A.ccording to R:ic!io Tripoli, the purpos~-·of ,h e Bc-r.gl1azi co r.fvrcnce w~s ' to draw 
up a unif;cd plan of struggle ago inst :111 types of fasci~ m and imp<;ri:di .;m in .-\::nc:rica'. 
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In fact, western c1nc1lrsts believe that the immediate outcome of the ~onfe1e1v::e is likely 
_ ., to be the increased participation •or Ln.tin American exiles in intcrn:i.tknal terrorist 

:' ; operntions in western Europe and tl1e :\fiddle East. 
'~ 

:o 

A 'J~uroco1n1ntrrris't' candidate fron1 R.eunion 
One of the items on the :-igenqa for the current meeting of ministers of the Organis:ition 
of African Unity (OAU) in Nairobi is the question of independence for Reunion, the 
strategic Indian Ocean island which is a department - in other words an integral 
part - of France. Last month, the OAU's Liberation Committee, meeting in Dar es 
Salaam, aJJowed a delegation from Reunion to put its case. The countries represented 
at that session of the committee were Libya, Tanzania, l\fadagascar,. !\fozambique 
and the SeychcJles. Their decision to give the Reunion spokesman a hearing was 
surprising for two reasons: · 

1. Last June, the OAU's Liberation Committee, while confirming that Reunion 
formed part of Africa 'in the same way as 1fauritius or the Seychelles', found it 
difficult to decide whether an effective 'liber:i.tion movement' existed on the 
i5land. Last July, the OAU summit meeting in Khartoum resolved that the 
needs of the southern African guerriila groups were the top priority, and the 
question of Reunion would have to wait. 
2. The delegation received by the Liberation Committee last month was not 
headed by Paul Vc1·gcs, the secretary-general of the Reunion Communist party. 
Verges is well-known ~mong African radicals: for example, he c1ttended an 
Afro-Arab conference in Addis Ababa, last September at which Fidel c~stro 
was also present. But the Reunion delegation was headed by a little-known figure, 
Serge Sinamale, leader of the Communist Marxist-Leninist Organisation of 
Reunion (OC~.,,fLR), a minor Maoist group founded in 1975 as a splinter .from 
the Communist party. 

OC).fLR spokesmen cb.im there is only one party in the island chat stands for com­
plete independence. The CommunistsJ they say, want merely autonomy for Reunion. 
The Reunion Communists are i11h\bited by the cautionary adv;ce of their big brother, 
the French Communist party - and by personal :i.mbitions to play a part in French 
politics. ·while the: OC~v!LR's rhetoric about independence may strike a chord with 
the OA U radicals, their follo,,ing is derisory. Their congress !:1st Augmt attr:1ctcd only 
2d0 followers from all parts of the island. 

·1Vhat may have decided the issue of who would be received in Dar es Salaam was 
the announcement by Verges last month that he will stand as a candi.date of the 
French Communist party in the elections for the European parliament in June. 
Although he referred to his candidature as 'a key to our liberation', it is \1·iddy regarded 
a~ a signal of total self-identification \"tith the French political set-up. Verges himself 
described his decision to run for the European parliament as an answer to those who 
accuse the Reunion Communist party of being 'separatist or of favouring independence'. 

A decade ago, Verges ·talked rather differently. In I 969, for ex.imple, he dccbrcd 
.3.t a meeting in ~.fo5cow that his p::.rty w;,i.?.Jeading 'the struggle fo r both n:i.tional :rnd 
social libera tio n'. The same year, spokesmc:n for his pc1rty insL;ted that it •xould be 
'a mistake to thin k that the objccti,·es of the Frc:,,:h ~nd Rc.;u nio n Communis t p:i.rties 
are the 5ame'. 
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~\~\~2. ~PJ Ao se1-aex1ad~e -
The PLO ·is do~g-.its pest to woo· Latin America. . _ 

LEON HADAR repqrts on its varying _degrees_?f~~~ccess.: 
. m~eti~g in 'Tunis in 19.79; of ousting PLO. office h~d not b~en authoriz~d 

THE ELECTION of a Latin Israel from the region as they sue- by the" present govern~ent, _but ) 
American diplomat, the Peruvian ceeded, diplomatic:allY,. in ~oing in the former military _regime. . 
Javier Perez de Cuellar as UN Africa, and replacing it with PLO 
secretary-general symbolizes t~e embassies has not been fulfilled. 
growing political power of the Latin Three radical Central American 
American bloc which has for many stales did become centres of PLO 
years been a source of political d ·1· t\tt . the 
Support for the Jewish_ St.ate a_t the political an m1 itary ~c I t y m 
UN and in other 1ntemat1onal contine uba. Nicaragua and 
forums. The Latin American vote at · renad,.. 
the UN in ~1arch 1947 made the 
partition of Pa;estine possible, and 
for the first 25 vears of lsrael's ex­
:stence the Latin :.\merica nations 
;-:,n :c!ed :-::ore :!-.ln !-.alf of the ,otes 
,:...;N~ ::-:,: ~.er . ~ 

' '•-.. ~ _ i: !-: ·:. ~ '. t .! C.: .l~ C Cf ~ ~.C 

•• .... . ! l~ ; ~ ,-c~.;I!". l.;";'"~f! 

•~a•! · !! 11 ''t ' .·-~ '~ ~ :6!C 

... ~. ,::,-~ -·.:~ .. :·:~~ ~,~ :/.:,\\~ 
· -: ~:"': ••·J: : .. :- ~ -'.:.t:-, .u .1:: .:-7:~or• 
. .,, .... ..._ ~· • · .;.1 : ~:,.: ... :;c !\g· :·:--.c <:ate 
,,r .. ,·,:~ei ii ,s :::e 1Jr. l) Tr.::d World 
:-,o; -.. :iose r.-:ajority of r.:iemben -
::? 1 - :na:ntain ciplomat1c relations 
with Israel. not to mention various 
degrees of economic and military 
cooperation. 

Since the Yom Kippur War, only 
three Latin American nations have 
broken diplomatic relations wi.th 
Israel: Cuba in September 1973, 
Guyana in M~rch 1974,. ~nd 
Nicaragua following the Sandinista 
Revolution there. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
the Latin American continent has 
become an important target of an 
international Arab campaign aime"d 
both at eroding support for 1sracl · 
there, and at winning iriternational 
recognition for the PLO. 

Since 1973, when quadrupled oil 
prices threw the e~o~omics of m~ny 
of Latin Americas developing 
countries into a tailspin, ~e Arab 
bloc has been exerting ',increasing 
pressure upon the Latin American 
states to move decisively into the 
Arab camp, the pressure being ap• 
plie:d through oil and dollars. "The 
Arabs. encouraged by the 'tilt' 
toward the Arabs by various Latin 
American governments in 1973 , ar_e 
now pressing even harder 
their ongoing campaign to 
isolate Israel and to win 
political support for the 
PLO," says Rabbi Morton 
Rosenthal, director of the Latin 
American Department in the Anti• 
Defamation League of B 'nai B 'rith, 
who ret:.m1ed recently from a fact­
fin ding trip to several Latin 
. .\merican countries. 

• "However. while th e PL6 has 
been enjoying ~ reas1ng ,upport 
amen£ revo lutionary l_! roups and 
re2imcs - mainly Cuha an d the 
ne~ Sandinista regime in /'.' ic;iragua 
- the ,xo-PLO cam;,aign 1n ~e vera l 
of the conservat i..- e states has 
reac hed a stalem at e, " noted 
Rosent hai. "One n0t1ces a grow ing 
resentment and concern among th e 
puhlic and the lead~rship ove~ ::1e 
tcrrorn t and radical nat ure ol tne 
PLO and th e danger it poses to the 
oov crnme nts . 
"' Thus. the goal ( ) i. the .-\rab oloc . 
an nounced at th e Arab League 

Ho·"'c\cr, as Rosenth:i l r.o:es. :he 
PLO ~as only fo:.ir ,,:·::,cs :r. :~e 
region -..hich ;ir, cff 1.: : .til) 
•~: -.·a- .: e d ~, ~ ~ e ~ 1.'1: : .. ~ i.. :-: ~:.es 
. -: i · . ,. a . \I c , : .; o . f' c ! •• J :- c 
...., _ , ·, ,-~ .. . , : - . • ,~- -e .:~.e: '-le, . 
.;.o ~.:~ P::~ .1:: . .--~c1 ..! ;- ... ~J!~, 

,: .1::;s :o t~c: PLO r~;:-re!><:-::.1:1\CS . 
E,;,c:::.1: ,or.s L":at o:?-ic:r <:ates, es­
pec1llly t.:ru;'.l:i~ an~ .. B~~il . ....,o~I~ 
rccog::ize the PLO o:, 1c:auy. or tna. 
the liberal Catholic churches and 
trade unions would support the 
Palestinian cause, were clearly not 
fulfilled, according to Rosenthal 
who each vear publishes a report 
dealing with the PLO position in the 
.:!,9:ion. • . 

There are indications, argues 
Rosenthal. that one of the countries 
- Peru - on June 11, 1979 
authorized an official PLO office, a 
move that was explained e.s a quid 
pro quo for the establishment of the 
headquarters of an Arab-controlled 
bank, Arlabank, is having second 
thoughts. "Peru in which more than 
I 000 terrorist acts were counted 
l~t year, like other countries in the 
re2icin, is concerned that the PLO 
office is a trojan horse which ex­
poses the country to terrorism and 
subversion," said Rosenthal. 

Thus an ed itorial in a leading 
Peruvian newspaper Expreso on 
December 5, linked the PLO with 
"terrorism. violence and death" and 
commented on PLO representat ive 
Issam Beseisso's offer of Arab loans 
and petrodollar grants to Peru if th e 
country would "assume a 
favourable position vis-a- vis the 

· Palestinian cause ... as in the case of 
Brazil." ' 

The paper asserted that ~ e "re• 
cent declaration of Mr. B-eseisso 
constitutes an offense to th e Peru­
vian people. This type of blackmail 
is unacceptable." It also called for 
the expulsion of the PLO represen• 
laii ve from Lima: noting that It was 
" incredible" that Peru's previous 
military government had g_ran~ed 
the PLO offic ial the status or a 
" 1p omat1c agent. 

Bcseisso said in reply to th e 
editorial that acc ording to an Arab 
Lea£ ue sum mit decision in 
Nov~mber 1979 . "all econom ic 
cooperat io n wi th any country is 
conditional upon that country·s 
rec ottn ition and diolomati c support 
of th-e Palest inian ·people ... 

The Peruvian Fore ign Minister 
Ar ian Ste lla stres,ed in a reaction to 
the ~di tori al that th e PLO repre~en• 
tative does n,H have dipiumatic 
status and that th ~re are no pl ans to 
give 1t to hi m. He al.so noted that th e 

SIMILA.R CONCERi'lS over PLC 
pressures were ob.served. b) 
Rosenthal in other Latin Arnencar 
countries as a result of the increas­
ing terrorist activity in several state: 
in the continent. Thus, . a co~ 
centrated Arab eff9rt to ga1~ publ1< 
sympathy from, an~ recogn!tlon _b: 
he Colombian regime, which •~a 

carried out through a maJ_? 
pro;,aganda campaign in the media 
~:1d \er,· li ttle efTect on the go\etD 
:7'.er. t ,,,'~ :ch t."JC :tior.all) <:;;-~ 
h:Jc! C,•: .,7.:- :.1 ".Js ,,e:-: ;-: c- ~.-ec 
~,· ;-: '"• !c .,:--. . :-- ! .a~::~ --~~• . .1 :.oe. tc 
: :--. e . .. : e: ~ . .i : . ... :--. .i i ~ e ., ~ e ~: e ;un J 

f ... ·:.:.c: ::: 5 .:-:! :. ~.0:e ::<...·,: ;'' ::-.:in an~ 
c:r,er Lat :~ \::-.c:1can co\.intry. 

E / T:cn:oo . a r.-,aJor B o;o ta cail1 
:-an a ser ies of ier.gthy art icles o 
the PLO. as ;,:irt of the PLO c:ur­
pa ign in Col o:r.bia, stress_(ng the su: 
fering of Palestiman ch 11dren . n 
articles were Wiitt en by a r:i"ortr 
who went to Lel::anon at the i:wit. 
tion of the PLO which also ir.v ite 
television reoorters . An ~,te:-vic­
with PLO chief Yasser Araiat ., 
shown along with scenes of variO\ 
peaceful PLO activities in Bogot. 
The U:-:-sponsored Day ·c 
Sol idarity with the Palestini ar: per 
pie was marked by a ful_l•p~e ad · 
El Tiempo and a screening of a U 
film on Palestinians. ·, 

"But all this media bl iu co 
ducted by the PLO repres :r.:ali­
did not c·han11e the Coior.,::- iar. ;,er 
tion and its refusal to g:-a . 
dip lo mat ic recogn ition to ti 
PLO," notes Rosen:hal . He ad 
that another importan, iac:or c:tt 
mining the reg ime's position or. L 
issue is the anti•terrnrist car.-:;:-1:p 
is currently wag ing again st th e ~ 
and other local g1.;e:-rill a or~a:1iz 
tions . Seven g,.ierr :ll as •,1,e:-e k;:: ::d 
clashes with th e govermne:-n _;~ 
few weeks a110 . 

Beseisso w~ also at th e c:r.: ri 
a pro-PLO car.-:paign in .ano:.":_::- A_ 
dean Pact nation, Ecuaoor . ...., ,~: I 
requested authorizat io_n f.or.: t 
Ecuadorean House or Re;- ::s 
tatives to open a PLO oi::~ : 
Quito as the fir st st:p :c--.. • 
reco2niti on of a " Pales tinian s;..2.JC 

B e·sse iso met with th e k ; :s:atil:i 
comm iss ion on int err. atioi. 2.i ::.:a 
in Qu_i ~o a few weeks ago . TI-.: .::=r 
mis sion' s president. Ale;?.ndic: C 
ri on. declared in reference to c::o 
monlv accepted int ernat ional ,r 
cioles of CO•e., 1~t e!1Ce "<:: ,,~~ 
the- Ecuadorean ar.d p~-,. e-~----n~i--11 
peoples, " that "there ·.,·di r~ ,1 .:r 
crete repon,e ,o e:ic r. (', ~ ': t 
pet itions prc,e nt <: d ... 

The iz rou:idworis :·or '.;i e PLO ~ 
preach' to the E•: •J adore a -= ~--- ci 

ment was laid l.: ,t \L•) .. tcc ·d1 
to Rosen thaL G il Barrap n. ·.h 
vice-president <.H° ti1e Ec:.ialx rc 
House or Rerre~e 11 tat :,·e~ a 
leader of a conizre ~, 1o na1 d(; i~;: .!U 
tha t toured the-\l icd le Ea,t f~· i< 



1{,lts pest_to woo Latin America 
ts ori its varying degrees of-suceess.:· 
' . . . ; . . 

PLO office had not been authorized 
by the' present government, but by 
the former military _regime. · 

~ing in 'r~nis in 1979, d" ousting · 
:1 from the region as they suc­
lcd, diplomatically, in doing in 
ca, and replac ing it with PLO 

· ::issics has; not been fulfilled. SIMIL.\R CONCERNS over PLO 
½rec radical Central American pressures were observed by 
~s did become centres of PLO Rosenthal in other Latin American 
tical and military activity in the countries as a result of the increas-

. :incna.-~uba. Nicaragua and ing terrorist activity in several states 
'.n:ida 1 

_ .. ~ 9©!Jt in the continent. Thus,. a co~-
. i: ••. C _ =jt1~- centratcd Arab effort to ga1~ pubhc . . . . ==- -"'!'!Y'"4!!!:,=ympathy from, and rccogn~tJon by 
· · · ~ • · ·'~he Colombian regime, which was 
· · .. - . carried out through a major 

~~·.-e,er. as Ro~enth:il notes, the propaganda campaign in the media, 

r .
':-.;u only fo ur offices . in the had ,,cry !ittle cfT~c_t on the govern· 

o:-: .,. hich .re off icially mcnt which trad1t1onaU.y si.:.pports 
. - ::.! ~, : ~.: I._,,\: : o-.; ~.::,cs - Israel. Colombia has C\'Cn promised 

· • , 1 . , , e, • ~ o. Pe r 1. ~ n d to ;,r::n. ice a:i i:i rantl') batial ioo_ to 
.- · .- ,_1 -· , .: ~.· -,: ': -c ,: ~.c: .\le.l• .. the ::itcrr:at ional peacekeeping 
- -·: Pc:-.: .i c ; ..: : c!s J, , ;v::-:at ic for:c: in Sinai, more troops than any 

.f .1 :o :he PLO rc;:,:oc :itati ves . other Lat in American country. 
'- ~::.1: ,0ns that o:her s:ates, cs- El Tiempo, a major Bogota daily, 
"!: .?flJ· L'ru; uay and Brazil . would ran a series ·of li:'ngrhy, articles on 

··k, sn ize the PLO officially, or that the PLO, as part of the PLO cam-
J Iiberal Catholic churches and paign in Colombia. stressing the suf-
_!c unions would support the fcring of Palest inian children. The 
?Stinian cause, were clearly not articles were written by a reporter 
j}led, according to Rosenthal who went to Lebanon at the invita-
1 each year publishes a report tion of the PLO which also invited 
.l ing with the PLO position in the television· reporters. An interview 
.on. • . with PLO chief Yasser Arafat was 
here arc indicat ions, arg~cs shown along with scenes of various 
enthal, that one of the countries peaceful PLO activities in Bogota. 

,Pc:u - on ~unc 11 , 1979 The UN-sponsored Day of 
1onzcd an official_ PLO office, . a Solidarity with the Palestinian pco-
1c that was cxpla1~cd as a quid pie was marked by a full-page ad in 
quo for the establishment of the El Tiempo and a screening of a UN 
::!quarters of an Arab-controlled film on Palestinians. 
k, Arlabank, is having sccon·d .. But all this media blitz con-
'1ghu. "P~ru in which more than ducted by the PLO representative 
;O terr~:mst acts were . co~ntcd did not c'hangc the Colombian posi-
)'Car, l:ke other countries m the t ion and its refusal to grant 
on, is concerned that the PLO d iplomatic recogn ition to the 
·:c is a trojan horse which ex- PLO," notes Rosenthal. He adds 
,:s the country to terrorism and that another important factor deter• 
·. ersion," ~ id ~os~nthal. . . min ing the regime's position on the 
hus an ed1tonal m a leading issue is the anti-terrorist campaign it 
~vi~n newspaper Expreso _on is currently waging against the M,19 
:cmocr 5, hnked the PLO wtth and other local guerril la organiza-
_rorism,.violencc and death" a_nd tions . Seven guerrillas we re kill ed in 
tmcntea on PLO representat ive clashes with the government just a 
m Bescisso's offer of Arab loans few weeks a20. 
. petrodollar grants to Peru if the B eseisso w~ "also at the centre of 
intry w o~ l_d ••~s~u:11c a apro-PLOcampaign inanotherAn-
)u:a_blc posit ion _v,s-a-vrs the dean Pact nation, Ecuador, when he 
:stm1an cause ... as m the case of requested au thorization .fr.om the 
zil." Ecuadorean House of Rcprcsen-
he paper ~ sertcd that the '_' re- tativcs to open a PLO offi ce in 
t _declaration · of ~1r. Bcsc1sso Quito as the first step towards 
st1tutcs an offense '. to the Peru- rcco1Znition of a " Palestinian state." 
. people . This type :of blackmail Besseiso met with the leg islat ive 
nacceptablc." It also call ed for comm iss ion on international affairs 
expu lsion_ o~_thc ~LO rcprcsen- in Qujto _a few weeks ago.The com-
:e fr_om .~ima. noting. that lt _-...-as mission' s preside nt, Atcjan dre Car-
:rcdib lc that Peru s previous rion, declared in reference to co m-
tary gove,!n_m_ent had gran ted man ly accepted international pr in-

PLO . of11 cia1 .:he status of a ciplcs of co-existence ";hared by 
plomattc agent. the Ecuadore nn and Pal es tinian 
3escisso said in. reply to th e peoples," th at "there will be a cc-n • 
tonal that ac cordrn g to an Arab crete reponsc to each on e of th e 
ag ue s umrn1 t d ec is ion 1n pe ti tions prese nted." 
vemb~r 19i9. "all econ omi_c The grou ndwork fo r th e PLO ar -
1p~rat ion with any country ~s preach to ~h e Ecuadore an govern• 
1d 1tio~al upon_ th at country s men t was laid last \! av. acco rding 
·ogn1t1o n and d1plo mati~ support to Rosenthal . Gil Barragan. i~.en 
t ne Palestinian y eo~le. . . vi ce- re side nt f e dorean 

--fltc-Peru vra-n-rorergn -M inr H ousc of Re pres e ntat i ves and 
1an Stell a stressed 1n a reaction to lead er of a con1Zressional deie.:a tien 
:_ editoria l that th e PLO _repre.~en- that toured the-\'l iddle East foiio"' · 
1ve does not have d1p lomat1c 
tus and that th ere arc no plans to 
·c it to him . He ai so no ted that the 
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ing the Ecuadorean-Peruv ian 
border nareup of January, was 
reported to have stated in an inte r­
view with the Kuwaiti news agency 
that Ecuador supported the Palesti• 
nian cause. 

When quest i oned whether 
Ecuador would permit the PLO to 
open an office to represent its in­
terests in Quito, the leg islator ex• 
plained that "the · parliament will 
support that question if it's ap­
proved by the minister of foreign 
relat ions." 

However, Rosen thal and other 
Latin American observers be lieve 
that desp ite the fact that Ecuador, 
the !mailcst member of OPEC. 
made a strong overture to support 
the Arab cause in 1981 - a move 
mot ivated by need to expand 
markets for its goods, to get credit 
with "'hi ch to finance its burgeon in 11 
ir.t err.ai deve iopment and to get 
diplomat ic backing in its unresolved 
dispu:c wit h Peru - the Q uito 
go\·c r. r.ient wou ld reirain from of­
fi ciai. ~· recog ni zing the PLO . 

lme,. ,t ~nould be noted, has 
aidec c: : uador 1n a number of fi e lds 
inc~ =-~~ 1, r:~ation , transportati on . 
Jf~:; :.; l:·J,:il and ru ral developm ent 
:i:ici ~ 11 ,t:1,y trai ning . Ecuatonana , 
the -: ;:.;ado rcan nat ion ai airli ne, 
11ies aoe:n g 727 jets bought fro m 
lsrae: :i:1d stil l serv iced by lsrae iis. 

.-\:'-. OTH ER Ande an Pact nauon 
ar.c ., ::ia~or OPEC mem b e r, 
\ ·~~::-.; ~,a. :i as al so been indica ting 
it s ·: 1~:t :i ncc lo aut horize a PLO 
.c'.°::~: ::, ::5 cap1t al, and Rose nthal 
~t,:«<d :h:it such requests were re­
;e;;: : .: ~:, ·"l e ia.st th ree Venezuelan 
ad::- ~:, ::a: ,ons. 

T·: ?LO renewed its efforts to 
<ec·. ·: <-:en r erm,,s ion wh en short­
ii ., " :~ !"e inaug uration of ?r esi ­
de~.; .' ~:, Herr era C:im pins ;n i9_i 9, 
a : •-11 : : :eptio n called u n n 

-:-,~ r:~ .~i, ter osc Zambran o 
\ · : ., : : · "' 1() -: :id additionai con ­
·. :· , ··, ,~ th e issu e with PLO 

representatives at the recent non 
ai igncd movement con ference 11 
Havana. The Foreign min ister ,e 
jected the idea on both occas ion, 
The prospects for a PLO offi ce ir 

Cnracas seemed very brigh t i r 
February 1980 when Pres iden t Her 
rera embarked on a 10-dav tou r c: 
several OPEC coun tries· a im : tJ 
among other things, at st~eng :h en­
ing relations with the A ra t 
countries. 

At his first stop in A l~eria. the 
PLO office was discussed anci ,;, c 
Venezuelan presiden t issued a state­
ment supporting the P~J es t1n1;:.,, 
people's "legitimate nat iona i 
rights." However, as a resu it of 
pressures from conse~vative :: i e­
ments in the regime and a pub ii : 
campaign conducted by th e Jewisii 
community, the pre sident tu,nec 
down the request to ope n th e PLO 
offi cc. 

Lati n American obse rvers be li eve 
t~at Me~ico 's leadership will cor.­
tinue to preach solidantv with th e 
PLO and other radicai Thi rd \Var ::: 
movements in order to a.:,.:, ease t :, e 
radical left-wing elements in the 
Mexican ru ling party, but that th 10 
atti tude will not lead to ariv exuan­
sion of PLO activity 1n \i'exico er 
cau se prob lems in the good re la-
ti ons with Israe l. · 

Even in Mex ico, wh ere Preside n( 
Jose Lopez Port ill o honoured ~-
19 i6 a commiCmt tt c madt ov h,., 
pr edecessor L ui s E ch ev~,r i;i 
Al_varez to Arafat in 19i5 , ,J1d re,• 
mttt cd the PLO to open an ofi:ce. 
members of th e reg ime. ~,ciud 1r:.: 
the pres ide nt hi mse lf have e.~;:,r es~ 
sed wariness over th e PL O-s a c­
tivi ty. "The offic e has be en iimit ed 
to only one staff member. Mar-.q n 
Tahbou~ . a graduate of a Span ish 
un iv ersi ty, who has no t b ee n 
granted diplomati c status." notes 
Rose 

ThiJ iJ tht finr o_(r -...·o arric/eJ br che S '" · 
York corrtJpo11dm 1 of Tn e f erusaler., 
Post. 




