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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

MEETING WITH ROBERT THOMPSON AND HIS FAMILY 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. Purpose 

Friday, October 1, 1982 
The Oval Off ice 
9:55 a.m. (5 minutes) 

Kenneth M. Duberstein 

Robert Thompson, on your staff, is leaving the White 
House in the next few weeks. He appreciates the oppor­
tunity to have his family meet you and have their picture 
taken with you. 

II. Background 

Bob Thompson traveled with George Bush during the 
Presidential campaign. During the first year of your 
Administration, he was the Vice President's Executive 
Assistant for Congressional Relations. In February of 
this year he took the position of Special Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs on your staff. 

After two years of service in your Administration, he 
will be returning to the private sector. He will be moving 
back to his home town, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Although he regrets 
leaving, Bob, as a father of four children (all under the 
age of 10), recognizes the need to spend more time with 
his family. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

See Attachment 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House Photographer only. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

President to greet participants, to be followed by photo. 

Attahcment A: List of Participants 



Robert (Bob) Thompson 
Jan Thompson (wife) 
Jamee Thompson 
Abby Thompson 
Hallie Thompson 

Attachment A 

PARTICIPANTS 

2 year old Ben Thompson (Superman) regrets that he will be 
unable to attend. 
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LUNCHEON HONORING THE 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 
October 1, 1982 

Revised 
October 1, 1982 

State Dining Room 

FROM: 

11:50 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

12:25 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

1:20 p.m. 

Muff ie Brandon 

Guests begin to arrive the Southwest Gate, 
Diplomatic Reception Room. They are led up 
the elevator and into the Red Room for 
refreshments. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives the State Floor via the 
elevator and proceeds into the Red Room and 
joins his guests. 

THE PRESIDENT leads his guests from the Red 
Room into the State Dining Room via the north 
door to be seated for luncheon. 

Luncheon is served. 

THE PRESIDENT makes brief remarks, to be covered 
by the press. At the conclusion of his remarks, i 
a birthday cake is brought in for Justice 
Rehnquist. 

The press departs to set up in the Blue Room; 
dessert is served in the State Dining Room. 
- ·-- --- - ··"--·~ / r1 c. 1. u a c: ~ -r 11 r. p,J. £ s /o ' · '" r 

At the conclusion of dessert and coffee, THE 
PRESIDENT leads the guests from the State Dining 
Room to the Blue Room via the Cross Hall. They 
all take their places for the official photograph 
in front of the west wall. (Press will be pre­
positioned at the east wall.) 

NOTE: White House staff guests who will not 
be included in the official photograph may 
hold in the Red Room or depart as they wish. 

Following the photograph, THE PRESIDENT and 
his guests are led through the south door of the 
Blue Room into the Red Room; THE PRESIDENT con­
tinues directly to the elevator via the Cross 
Hall to depart. 

The guests hold briefly in the Red Room to allow 
the press to depart the State Floor, then they 
may all depart via the Grand Staircase. 



I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LUNCHEON FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 
Friday, October 1, 1982 

12:15 p.m. 
State Dining Room 

From: Fred F. Fielding~-.-,,,,...---~~ 

To strengthen the Administration's relationship with the 
Court by renewing the tradition of formally acknowledging 
the opening of the Court Term on the first Monday in 
October. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Historically, the Supreme Court Justices visited the President 
each year to formally advise him that its Term was about to 
convene. The original purpose was to let him know that all of 
the Justices had survived their journeys back to Washington, 
but it later became a traditional, formal occasion. In recent 
Administrations, since Eisenhower, the custom has been neglected 
or only observed sporadically. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Honorable Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice 
Honorable William J. Brennan, Associate Justice 
Honorable Byron R. White, Associate Justice 
Honorable Thurgood Marshall, Associate Justice 
Honorable Harry A. Blackmun, Associate Justice 
Honorable Lewis F. Powell, Jr., Associate Justice 
Honorable William H. Rehnquist, Associate Justice 
Honorable John Paul Stevens, Associate Justice 
Honorable Sandra Day O'Connor, Associate Justice 
(brief biographical sketches are attached at Tab A) 

Honorable William French Smith, Attorney General 
Honorable Edward C. Schmults, Deputy Attorney General 
Honorable Rex E. Lee, Solicitor General 

Honorable Edwin Meese III, Counsellor to the President 
Honorable James A. Baker III, Assistant to the President 
Honorable Michael K. Deaver, Assistant to the President 
Honorable Fred F. Fielding, Counsel to the President 
Honorable Richard A. Hauser, Deputy Counsel to the President 
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Luncehon for Supreme Court Justices 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open press coverage of the President's remarks at the 
conclusion of the luncheon followed by formal picture 
taking session in the Blue Room. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Scenario at Tab B. 

Remarks at Tab C. 





WARREN EARL BURGER 
75 years old; September 17, 1907 
Born in St. Paul, Minnesota 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul College of Law (now Mitchell 

College of Law) LL.B. 1931 
Wife: Elvera Stromberg 
2 Children: Wade Allan, Margaret Mary Elizabeth 
Nominated to be Chief Justice by President 

Nixon 5/22/69 
Confirmed 6/9/69 

WILLIAM J. BRENNAN 
76 years old; April 25, 1906 
Born in Newark, New Jersey 
Wharton School of Business, University of 

Pennsylvania B.S. 1928 
Harvard Law School LL.B. 1931 
Wife: Marjorie Leonard 
3 Children: William J., Hugh Leonard, Nancy 
Appointed as an Associate Justice by President 

Eisenhower, as a recess appointment, 10/15/56 
Nominated by President Eisenhower 1/14/57 
Confirmed 3/19/57 

BYRON RAYMOND WHITE 
65 years old, June 18, 1917 
Born in Fort Collins, Colorado 
University of Colorado, B.A. 1938 
Rhodes Scholar, Oxford, England, 1939 
Yale Law School, LL.B. 1946 
Wife: Marion Lloyd Stearns 
2 Children: Charles Byron, Nancy Pitkin 
Nominated by President Kennedy 4/3/62 
Confirmed 4/11/62 

THURGOOD MARSHALL 
74 years old; July 2, 1908 
Born in Baltimore, Maryland 
Lincoln University 1930 
Howard University Law School (first in class) 

1933 
Wife: Cecelia A. Suyat 
2 Childr~n: Thurgood, Jr. and John William 
Nominated by President Johnson 6/13/67 
Confirmed 8/30/67 



HARRY A. BLACKMUN 
73 years old; November 12, 1908 
Born in Nashville, Illinois 
Harvard College, A.B. 1929 
Harvard Law School, LL.B. 1932 
Wife: Dorothy E. Clark 
3 Children: Nancy Clark, Sally Ann, 

Susan Manning 
Nominated by President Nixon 4/14/70 
Confirmed 5/12/70 

LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. 
75 years old; September 19, 1907 
Born in Suffolk, Virginia 
Washington and Lee University, B.S. 1929 
Washington and Lee University, LL.B. 1931 
Harvard Law School, LL.M. 1932 
Wife: Josephine Pierce Rucker 
4 Children: Mrs. Richard S. Smith, Mrs. Basil T. 

Carmody, Mrs . Christopher J. Sumner, 
Lewis F. Powell III 

Nominated by President Nixon 10/21/71 
Confirmed 12/6/71 

WILLIAM HUBBS REHNQUIST 
58 years old; October 1, 1924 
Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Stanford University, B.A., M.A. 1948 
Harvard University, M.A. 1950 
Stanford University (first in class), LL.B. 1952 
Wife: Natalie Cornell 
3 Children: James, Janet, Nancy 
Nominated by President Nixon 10/21/71 
Confirmed 12/10/71 

JOHN PAUL STEVENS 
62 years old, April 20, 1920 
Born in Chicago, Illinois 
University of Chicago, A.B. 1941 
Northwestern University, J.D. 1947 
Wife: Maryan Mulholland Simon 
4 Children: John Joseph, Kathryn, Elizabeth 

Jane,' Susan Roberta 
Nominated by President Ford 12/1/75 
Confirmed 12/17/75 

SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR 
52 years old; March 26, 1930 
Born in El Paso, Texas 
Stanford University, A.B. 1950 
Stanford University , LL.B. 1952 
Husband: John Jay O'Connor III 
3 Children: Scott, Brian, Jay 
Nominated by President Reagan 8/19/81 
Confirmed 9/21/81 





LUNCHEON HONORING THE 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 
October 1, 1982 
State Dining Room 

FROM: 

11:50 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

12:25 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. 

Muffie Brandon 

Guests begin to arrive the Southwest Gate, 
Diplomatic Reception Room. They are led up 
the elevator and into the Red Room for 
refreshments. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives the State Floor via the 
elevator and proceeds into the Red Room and 
joins his guests. 

THE PRESIDENT leads his guests from the Red 
Room into the State Dining Room via the north 
door to be seated for luncheon. 

Luncheon is served. 

THE PRESIDENT makes brief remarks. 

Concluding his remarks, THE PRESIDENT leads his 
guests from the State Dining Room to the Cross 
Hall and into the Blue Room to prepare for a 
press photograph. The photograph will take 
place in front of the west wall. 

Following the photograph, the press departs, 
then THE PRESIDENT departs the Blue Room and 
the State Floor via the elevator. 

Guests may then depart the Grand Staircase. 
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(Counsel/MM/AB) 
September 30, 1982 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1982 

Mr. Chief Justice and Associate Justices, thank you for 

joining me at this luncheon marking the start of October term, 

1982, of the Supreme Court. This house is honored by your 

presence, and I am honored to be your host. 

My lawyers have warned me that one has to be extra careful 

not to exceed time limits in front of the Supreme Court, so I 

will try to be brief. 

I'm told that in the early days of our history it was the 

practice of the Justices to come to the White House to advise the 

President that they were about to commence a new term of the 

Court. The purpose in those days was, of course, to let the 

President know that they had survived the rigors of horseback 

travel! This has since become primarily a traditional visit, 

only sporadically observed. I am pleased we can now renew this 

special tradition. 

Americans have grown used to the role of the Court in our 

constitutional system -- and perhaps we take for granted things 

that other persons in other times would find extraordinary. 

Certainly, I think that the Supreme Court of the United States is 

the only group of men -- and now men and women -- in history that 

has exercised such significant authority over such a long period 

of time, without having -- or needing its own battalions to 

enforce its decisions. I think it is a healthy reflection of the 
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fact that the vast majority of our citizens respect and abide by 

the decisions of the judiciary as a matter of course. 

This is not to say, of course, that we will always agree on 

the important issues that are presented to you for decision. The 

Court itself, is frequently of more than one mind about such 

matters; and it is neither surprising nor disturbing that our 

citizens may at times side with the dissenters. It is even 

rumored that Presidents sometimes disagree with particular 

Supreme Court decisions. 

It is inevitable that the Court's decisions become the focus 

of popular attention and debate -- and certainly our Founding 

Fathers expected nothin~ different. But about one point, at 

least, there can be no disagreement whatever. The Supreme Court 

must continue to demonstrate the independence and integrity that 

have always been its hallmarks. You, as members of the Court, 

are the principal guardians of those traditions, and of the 

rights and freedoms of all Americans. 

On behalf of all our people, I would just like to say "thank 

you" for the distinguished service you have given to our country. 

I would especially like to thank you for your dedication to the 

ideal that is carved above your doorway -- "Equal Justice Under 

Law." M~y God grant each of you a rich measure of his grace and 

wisdom as you face the challenges of this new term. 

Now, if you will indulge me a bit further, there is actually 

another occasion worthy of special note today. Today is the 

birthday of Justice William Rehnquist. I've never been one to 

comment on the ages of public officials, but Mr. Chief Justice, 
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if it won't violate any principle of separation of powers, I'd 

like to extend my personal birthday good wishes and 

congratulations to Justice Rehnquist. 

(Birthday cake to be presented) 




