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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
X
FROM: ED ROLLINS 9.(’-;‘.@, ¢

SUBJECT: ILLINOIS ~ POLITICAL BRIEFING

I. SUMMARY

Illinois conducted the first primary in the nation this
year on March 16, 1982.

Republican Governor Jim Thompson, who faced only token
primary opposition in his quest for a third term, will face
the toughest race of his career against former Democrat U.S.
Senator Adlai E. Stevenson, III.

The Republican primary race for Lieutenant Governor,
which included 1980 Reagan Regional Political Director Don
Totten as a candidate, was won by Illinois House Speaker
George Ryan. Ryan was Governor Thompson's hand-picked choice
for the nomination.

Reapportionment forced Illinois to give up two U.S. House
seats. The subsequent redistricting process forced two incumbent
Republican House members to run for re-election in the same
district. In the 4th District primary, George O'Brien defeated
Ed Derwinski by a narrow margin. Additionally, eight term
incumbent Republican Congressman Tom Railsback was defeated in
his primary race by conservative State Senator Ken McMillan.
Eleven term veteran U.S. Congressman Paul Findley is currently
considered the most vulnerable Republican U.S. House member in

Illinois this year.



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - PAGE 2

II.

ITT.

IV.

ELECTED OFFICIALS

GOVERNOR - James R. Thompson - Republican - Elected in 1976

SENATOR - Charles H. Percy - Republican - Elected in 1966

SENATOR - Alan J. Dixon - Democrat - Elected in

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 14 Republicans

THE STATE LEGISLATURE

UPPER HOUSE - 29 Republicans 30 Democrats

LOWER HOUSE - 91 Republicans 86 Democrats

REPUBLICAN STATE PARTY OFFICIALS

REPUBLICAN STATE CHAIRMAN - Donald W. Adams

1980

10 Democrats

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN -~ Harold B. Smith

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN - Crete B. Harvey

DISCUSSION

A. THE GUBERNATORIAL RACE - 1982

Republican Governor Jim Thompson was elected to a two-

year term in 1976 by a staggering 1.4 million vote margin.

In 1978 he was re-elected to a four-year term with a safe 59%

of the vote. Thompson's bid for a third term this year,

however, is likely to be far more difficult than his preceding

two Gubernatorial races.

Thompson's Democrat challenger is former Democrat

U.S. Senator Adlai E. Stevenson, III. Stevenson is the son

of the former Illinois Governor who ran twice as the Democrat

nominee for President against Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Additionally, his great-grandfather was Grover Cleveland's
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second Vice President. It is difficult to find a person
in Illinois who does not recognize the name Adlai Stevenson.

In addition to the fact that Thompson is pitted against
the most notable Democrat in Illinois politics, the Governor
is faced with other stumbling blocks. Like all governors
of large northern industrial states, Thompson has had to
face some difficult problems during his past five years in
office. The State's declining income base has prompted
Thompson to rule out any immediate relief in state income
taxes. Also, the Governor has had to veto various revenue
bills ear marked for Chicago, especially in the area of
mass transportation.

Besides issue-oriented problems, Thompson has had to
face recent press criticism on two fronts. First of all,
Thompson was decried for suggesting that his wife be appointed
to the U.S. Circuit Court. She has since withdrawn her name
from consideration. Secondly, the press has been gquestioning
the validity of certain expenditures made by Thompson with
campaign funds. These expenditures included the payment of
baby-sitters for the Governor's children, as well as various
Christmas presents which Thompson bought for some of his
political friends. These charges have had little impact on
the campaign, and have been basically forgotten.

On the Democrat side, Stevenson has encountered problems
of his own. The former Senator has remained aloof from the
State Democrat organization throughout his political career.

As a result, personal enthusiasm for Stevenson's candidacy
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C.

among Democrat Party leaders has been rather lukewarm.
Stevenson has had trouble raising substantial amounts of
money for his campaign war chest. In fact, a portion of
the $100,000 earmarked for Stevenson's fall campaign, by
the Democrat National Committee, has already been spent
because Stevenson's campaign funds were so low.

Thompson, on the other hand, has raised over $1.5 million.
A large portion of his funds were raised last July when the
President attended a fundraising dinner on the Governor's
behalf in Chicago.

A recent poll conducted by the Chicago Tribune showed

Thompson trailing Stevenson by 2 points. Thompson's own
polls, however, show the Governor ahead by 4 points. Both
polls indicate that a large portion of the electorate is

still undecided.

DON TOTTEN AND THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR'S RACE

Republican State Senator Don Totten, former Illinois
Reagan State Chairman, and Regional Political Director for
the Upper Midwest during the 1980 campaign, was defeated in
his bid for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant Governor.
State House Speaker George Ryan, Governor Thompson's hand-
picked choice for the nomination, won the three-way race. The
third candidate was liberal State Representative Susan Cantina
of Chicago. Totten came in third, with just under 25% of

the vote.

THE U.S. HOUSE RACES - 1982

Reapportionment has forced Illinois to forfeit two of
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its 24 U.S. House seats. The subsequent re-districting plan,
and the primary election on March 16 have already made lame
ducks of three Republican Congressmen: Ed Derwinski, elected
in 1958; Bob McClory, elected in 1962; and Tom Railsback,
elected in 1966.

Republican incumbents John Porter and Bob McClory were
both thrown into the new 10th Congressional District. McClory
opted to retire from Congress rather than face a primary
battle against Porter. A more painful situation developed
in the new 4th Congressional District, where two stalwart
Republican House veterans were forced into a primary race,
with neither incumbent choosing to step aside in deference to
the other. FEd Derwinski and George O'Brien, close personal
friends during their service in the House together, found
themselves in the same political race for survival. O'Brien's
narrow victory is generally accredited to his superb campaign
organization, and to the fact that 60% of the new district's
voters were drawn from O'Brien's old district.

Eight term moderate Republican Congressman Tom Railsback
was defeated in his primary bid by conservative Republican
State Senator Ken McMillan. McMillan was helped in his
campaign by a number of conservative organizations who thought
that Railsback was too much of a moderate to represent the
people of the 17th District. Re-~districting, which added a
number of rural counties to Railsback's old district, also
contributed to the incumbent's defeat.

The only Republican House member running in the general

election who is considered to be in any re-election trouble.
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VII.

is 22-year veteran Congressman Paul Findley. Findley has
been targeted for defeat by various Jewish groups who
believe that Findley is anti-Semitic. Additionally,
redistricting has added a significant number of Democrats
to Findley's district. Findley, however, seems to have
established a good campaign organization, and in the words
of a Illinois Republican observer, "he is doing all the

right things for his district."

CARDINAL JOHN CODY, ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO

Cardinal John Cody, Archbishop of Chicago since 1967,
who was the subject of a federal investigation for allegedly
embezzling over $1 million of Church funds, died on

April 24, 1982.

THE PRESIDENT'S PAST VISITS TO CHICAGO

The President was last in Chicago on April 15, 1982
to address the National Catholic Education Association.
Additionally, during the summer of 1981, the President
attended a fundraiser for Governor Thompson, and one for

the Illinois Republican Party. Both events were in Chicago.

ILLINOIS - MISCELLANEOUS

POPULATION - 11,229,000

NICKNAME - The Prairie State

STATE MOTTO - State Sovereignty-National Union






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

L
ED ROLLINSQ%£@

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST FOR DON TOTTEN

IT.

MONDAY, MAY 10, 1982
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

PURPOSE
To raise money to help retire Don Totten's campaign debt
from his unsuccessful race for Lieutenant Governor in Illinois'

March 16, 1982 primary.

BACKGROUND

Republican State Senator Don Totten, former Reagan chairman
in Illinois and Regional Political Director for the upper mid-
western states in the 1980 Reagan-Bush campaign, lost his bid
this year for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant Governor.
Totten, a conservative foe of Governor Thompson's policies in
the state senate, was pitted against Illinois House Speaker
George Ryan, who was Governor Thompson's hand-picked choice for
the nomination. Also in the race was liberal State Representative
Susan Cantina of Chicago. Ryan won the three-way race with about
50% of the vote. Totten won just under 25% of the vote, placing
third, behind Cantina. Ryan's victory was attributable to two
major factors: 1) he had the strong support of Governor Thompson;
and, 2) many conservatives supported Ryan for fear that a split
vote between Ryan and Totten might have allowed Cantina, an

anathema among conservatives, to capture the nomination.
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IIT.

Iv.

PARTICIPANTS

A. GUESTS

75-100 people at $500 per person

B. STAFF CONTACT

Paul Russo

PRESS PLAN

Closed Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

11:10a.m. The President arrives at fundraising breakfast
(in progress) for Don Totten

The Astoria Room
Conrad Hilton Hotel
Don Totten introduces the President

The President makes brief remarks

The President concludes remarks, shakes hands
along rope, and departs

TALKING POINTS

Praise Don Totten's dedication to Republican causes; including

both his service in the Reagan campaign, and as a state senator.

Point out the great contribution Don Totten made to the Reagan-Bush
ticket's 1980 election victory. With his help, the President
carried Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Indiana, all four of the

states for which Totten was Regional Political Director.
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TALKING POINTS CONT.-

-~ Give assurance that the Administration will continue to strive
towards those goals embodied in the Reagan-Bush campaign, which
Don Totten, and many others in attendance worked so hard for

in 1980.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

DROP-BY AT REGIONAL BRIEFING IN CHICAGO

DATE: Monday, May 10, 1982

LOCATION: Astoria Room, Conrad Hilton Hotel,
Chicago

TIME: 11:30 a.m. (15 minutes)

FROM: Karna Smal]@'

I. PURPOSE:

To fulfill a pledge made (several weeks ago) to meet with
regional editors and broadcasters while traveling. These
local press people have been invited to a major briefing
on current domestic and foreign policy issues given by

top White House staff plus one Cabinet member, but this is
an opportunity for you to make brief remarks and answer a
few questions of local concern.

IT. BACKGROUND:

Several weeks ago at a luncheon with out-of-town press,

you were asked if you would start meeting with local press
people on the road. You said you'd like to do that. When
asked if we could exclude the White House press corps, you
said you didn't see how we could exclude them, but we could
arrange it so that only the regional press are able to ask
the questions. This is the way it will be set up in Chicago.
They will first be briefed by David Gergen, Sec. Block,

Jim Baker and Bud McFarlane.

ITT.PARTICIPANTS:

The President

Selected staff

Editors and broadcasters from Illinois and nearby states
White House Press Corps

IV. PRESS PLAN:

Local press will be set up

10 minutes before your arrival, White House press pool

will be escorted to the back of the room to record your remarks.
(NOTE: Some local media indicate they may go LIVE locally

with your remarks)

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

AfFer being announced, you will proceed to the podium, deliver
brief remarks, take a few questions and leave.



VI. REMARKS:
See Talking Points (Attached Tab A)
See specific questions on Chicago issues (Attached Tab B)

See background on Illinois political races (Attached Tab C)



(Small 5/7
3:00 p.m.)

TALKING POINTS FOR REGIONAL BRIEFING IN CHICAGO

~- Welcome to what I hope to be the first of many such briefings
for the regional press. A couple of weeks ago I was having
lunch in the State Dining Room at the White HOuse with a group
of editors from out-of-town and they asked if I would begin
meeting with the local press when I travel about the country.

I said I would like to do that ~-- so, here we are.

-- I know you've been well briefed by Jack Block, Jim Baker and
others but there are a few points I would like to emphasize

to you here today.

-- We have announced a number of initiatives in the last few
weeks: ideas that I heartily endorsed during the campaign, and
for magy years before that. The other day I announced that we
will be submitting to the Congress a proposal to amend the
Constitution to allow our children to pray in school again, if

they want to.

-— The Founding Fathers didn't intend that the First Amendment be
used to protect people FROM religion, but that it protect
religious values from GOVERNMENT interference.

-- Another initiative: tuition tax credits which are designed to
help middle and lower income working families so they may
exercise the same choice as wealthy families. Remember: 54%
of families with children in private schools have incomes of

less than $25,000 (according to the latest available figures).

-- Yet another idea that I strongly endorse is a constitutional
amendment for a balanced budget. And this leads me to our

budget compromise announced just a few days ago.

-— As you know, I have endorsed the compromise worked out by the
Senate Budget Committee because it maintains our priorities of:
O Cutting the deficit - by $416 billion over the next 3 years
O Reducing the growth of federal spending

O Preserving the goals of our defense program

© And maintaining our incentive tax cuts.



It will freeze federal pay, discretionary spending and cost
of living adjustments for all programs EXCEPT SOCIAL SECURITY.

And I must say a special word about Social Security -~ because
I think there's been some misunderstanding here. I am committed
to maintaining Social Security benefits for people now dependent

on them...and I want to assure them that the 7.4% cost of living

We know we must find ways to insure the solvency of the Social
Security System and we have pledged to do that through our
Commission that is studying the issue. But there are many
options available WITHOUT A REDUCTION OF CURRENT BENEFIT LEVELS.
And, of course, all of these options, when presented by the

Commission, would have to be thoroughly reviewed by the Congress.

Finally, let me say a word about getting this budget passed.
A reported asked me the other day about getting the support
of the Democrats in the HOuse. Well, I am hoping for
bipartisan support of this budget package because as I said
then, it will be rather difficult for them to explain how
they did not want to be a party to a plan that will reduce
the three-year deficit by $416 billion - and would continue
downward to give us a balanced budget in the next several
years. I have faith in the Congress because I know they want
what we all want: and that is a return to the prosperity that

I KNOW this country can produce.

Now, in the few minutes we have here, I'll be glad to take a
few questions.



SPECIFIC QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT BE ASKED BY CHICAGO MEDIA

Do you support designation of Chicago as a World's
Fair site?

"I have written to the Chairman of Chicago's committee
stating that 'the United States is interested in
hosting a universal class exposition in 1992 to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of Columbus'
discovery of the Americas.'"

(Note: Outright support of Chicago's bid would be
inappropriate because of a contending bid from
Miami, Florida.)

How do you feel about the controversy surrounding the
Chicago Housing Authority?

"This issue is being handled by Sam Pierce at HUD. We
appreciate that Mayor Byrne has worked with HUD to resolve
this problem."



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE CHICAGO WORLD'S FAIR

A committee of Chicagoans has been formed to bring a major
World' s Fair to their city in 1992. This fair would
mark the 500th anniversary of Columbus' discovery of the
Americas. Governor Jim Thompson (R-Illinois) and Mayor
Jayne Byrne (D-Chicago) have been actively involved 1in
this effort.

A comprehensive study of the project has been examined
and approved by the Department of Commerce, and approval
is presently being sought from the Bureau of International
Expositions.

In addition to Chicago, Paris, France 1is also making a
bid for a fair during approximately the same time period.
President Mitterand of France has endorsed the French
bid.

The President recently signed a letter dated May 4, 1982
to Mr. E.R.I. Allan, Chairman of the Chicago Pre-Inquiry
Committee. In this letter, the President noted that "the
United States is intensely interested in hosting a univer-
sal class exposition in 1992 to commemorate the 500th
anniversary of Columbus' discovery of the Americas."
Other language, supporting Chicago's bid, was included
in the letter. Outright support, however, would be in-
appropriate because of the contending bid by Miami,
Florida.

The President's letter was to be conveved to the Bureau
of International Expositions Inquiry Delegation which is
meeting in the United States during the week of May 2
through 9 to inspect the Chicago fair site.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY

Background

Last spring, the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) suffered from a
revenue shortfall and requested an advance on their 1982 operating
subsidy from the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

This request was granted for a six-month period. Last fall, when
the advance was to be re-paid by the CHA, they not only were unable
to repay the advance, but asked for an additional $17 million.

HUD agreed to extend the repayment date on the condition that an
outside consulting group be allowed to study the problems of the
CHA and that both parties, the CHA as well as HUD, would abide by
those findings.

After the study was completed and published, there was a tremendous
amount of negotiating between the CHA and HUD to resolve issues
concerning the recommendations of the study. After discussion at
the White House, it was determined that the entire matter should be
handled by HUD.

On April 12, 1982, Mayor Jane Byrne agreed to the major findings
in the study:

1. She will request the Illinois General Assembly to enact
legislation as quickly as possible to expand the size oOf
the Chicago Housing Authority Board of Directors from
five to seven members.

2. The Mayor will request that the Illinois General Assembly
enact legislation to allow the Chairman of the Chicago
Housing Authority to be compensated at an annual rate
set by the Board sufficient to attract a qualified person
to oversee the operation.

3. The personnel changes that were recommended in the study
have been agreed to and will take place within 90 days.

4, On April 13th, HUD released funding to the CHA to facil-
itate its operation.

HUD is pleased with the work that Chicago is doing in implementing
the above-mentioned items. Should you be asked to comment on this
matter, state that you appreciate that Mayor Byrne worked with HUD
to resolve this problem.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ILLINOIS POLITICAL RACES

Illinois conducted the first primary in the nation this year
on March 16, so their general election campaign is underway.
Republican Governor Jim Thompson, who faced only minor
primary opposition in his quest for a third term, will face a
tough race against former Democrat U.S. Senator Adlai E. Stevenson,
The AFL-CIO is now likely to support Thompson, and Thompson now
seems to be pulling out in front in what once looked like a neck
and neck race. (Right now it's still too close to call though)
The Republican primary race for Lieutenant Governor, which
included 1980 Reagan Regional Political Director Don Totten
as a candidate, was won by Illinois House Speaker George Ryan.
Ryan was Thompson's hand-picked choice for the nomination.
Reapportionment forced Illinois to give up two U.S. House
seats. The subsequent redistricting process forced two incumbent
Republican House members to run for re-election in the same
district. In the 4th District primary, George O'Brien defeated
Ed Derwinski by a narrow margin. Additionally, eight term
incumbent Republican Congressman Tom Railsback was defeated in

his primary race by conservative State Senator Ken McMillan.

IIT.
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IIT.

Iv.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

YMCA OF METROPOLITAN CHICAGO
PRIVATE SECTOR INITIATIVES ADDRESS

DATE: May 10, 1982 '

LOCATION: Chicago, Illinois -
TIME: 12:00 Noon , . i
FROM: Jay Moorhead = -, ¢ *7 77

Special Assistant to the President
Private Sector Initiatives

PURPOSE
To highlight the voluntary efforts of the Chicago
YMCA and to give a major address on the Private

Sector Initiatives Program.

BACKGROUND

The YMCA is the largest private sector human service
agency in the country. It is undertaking a major

fundraising campaign to rehabilitate and redesign the
Chicago YMCA facilities, and this lunch will kick off
the fundraising drive. It is a $1,000 per person event.

PARTICIPANTS

See attached 1list.

PRESS PLAN

Open press coverage.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- To Conrad Hilton Hotel

- Astoria Room for head table reception
- To holding room

- Lunch

- Remarks

- Depart for hotel



III. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Governor Thompson, Mayor Jane Byrne, various Congressmen and
possibly Senator Percy.

Edward S. Donnell, Chairman, Board of Managers, YMCA of
Metropolitan Chicago. Also Chairman of Chicago United Way.

Robert P. Mayo, past Chairman of the Board of Managers,
current Chairman of Annual Financial Development Campaign.
Recently retired as President of the Federal Reserve Bank
of Chicago.

Howard Arvey, past Chairman of the Board of Managers and
Co-Chairman of $38.2 million Capital Campaign with Stan
Enlund.

John O. Roat, President of the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago
for over 20 years.

Donald Rumsfeld was instrumental in setting up the
luncheon. May be attending.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1982

SITE VISIT TO PROVIDENCE - ST. MEL HIGH SCHOOL

DATE : May 10, 1982
LOCATION: Chicago, Illinois . .
TIME : 2:15 P.M. A 4[;
”{:1’ ,f:«—h”‘\)i‘az. =4
FROM: Jay Moorhead, Special Assistant to the
President

Private Sector Initiatives

PURPOSE

To spotlight an inner-~city high school in the highest
crime area of Chicago where 95% of the graduating
class attends college. The school receives no

public funds to operate.

BACKGROUND

Providence « St. Mel High School was featured on

the TODAY Show in February. The students, predominately
black, enter the school two to three grades below the
national academic average. They are taught to learn

by incentives and rewards.

The students who excel in the classroom are treated

like heroes. The school has no drug or gang problem

and most students are the first in their family to

graduate from high school. Some come from third generation
welfare families. The Principal, John Adams, raises

money to support the school from local businesses

and from small fund-raising events.

PARTICIPANTS

Paul Adams, Principal
Mrs. Reagan
The students of Providence - St. Mel



Iv. PRESS PLAN

Open press coverage.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

-— 2:15 P.M. arrive at Providence - St. Mel

-~ Greeted by Principal Paul Adams

-~ Mrs. Reagan and you have 1l0-minute private meeting

-- 2:25 P.M. You (without Mrs. Reagan) go back stage
in the Auditorium

-- Introduction by Paul Adams

-- Brief remarks

-- 2:35 P.M. Question and answer session with students

-~ 3:00 P.M. Depart

Talking points attached
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Of eome s Yot of peaple disagaee with me” However| they centainky
couddnt divagree with the vesabte “You see, we dan’t ave time for o
lat of foolishnes,” Admnn continuen, "We'te i a0 fipaneiad pineh sod
welre nnderstafled Tt B important that the students snderstand tha
and understand what we expeet them to dos Tdan't lave time to lock
my afficr cach time 1o ont o ta worry about Tocking this office o
that machine. T dan’t have e W dead with Tanr ar fve dodents cvery
day ahout trdines The <tatl at thin sehioal hus ton nusne othey things
we need fo he doing to keep this sehool alive to be worrted shont sich
things Thiy is o plaee of feaming. Welne not Diph priced baby sitters,

What we have done Tuae iy change the vahae systern, Whea |
got here, just petting by with as Iittle wank as passible wins cousidened
e, We changed a1l that. Now it's conl to be on the Bosg aoll” Qe

tark ot fumde b Lo Vo aduns by Y By gL g
PAIZSTIIN PPN PO ¥4 fopecender bepiae vt tor D
Nt gl baddith Spevee ane Frgehede insdond ten | ps

FACLXINRTTRTS B PP NPT PR IVINI POV PP TNV TS RS PP
entroetor Nose Tavho dbttonn g bt oy v o Lo b b

By enslonte e whers cobantons 1 bl Sl

No nansense sobpe oo o4

Be Ade b

¢ hirr

and v
wat ot gl
T
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reson heing on the honor voll is "cool” is beeause any student who
makes sl A dhwinga quarter orefunded his or her tuition, The click
i masde ot o thestudent, not e parent. “The parent dida’t eans the
sades, the student did,” Adams explains guickly.

Bonneatly. Adams, wha pats in 10 10 15 hours a day as the sehool’s
janitor. gardener and secority gund (he Tives i the seleal), never
wanted ta be principal of Providence-St Ml Tn {act, be still doesa't
want the joh. While opesating a fuat food [ranchise, he came o the
sehnol oy an interig goidanee counselor as a favor for a friend, Tt the
pressure of handling two jobs proved too mnch for him and be re-
s at the end of the school year, Bat i August the principal of
e sehool called and oftered hin the top position.

“1osid "Na, not enongh seoney,”” Adams recalls, “hut T decided
to take it on the hasis of helping kids, And. besides, T had gotten alt the
things 1 necded for my Bitle Black widdie-class Westyle. Tve been
Lieve seven years now, seven yeans {oo Jong. T hadnt expected o he
heve hat two years whew [ stinted, Dut every tiwe | got ready to Jeane
a crisis came o First there was the talk abont elsing, the school in
1973 nowe this, Looks Tike T end up being caught bese for anatlie
two or three years,”

The stadl and students at Providence-S Mol bave wou one hattle,
bt they have yet to win the was, They still need money. Becase of
the fioeiad pinch, stafll mcembers often handle jobs ondside their
yepadar alaties: Wiy ool uncommon W see an instruclar kechwing o
sindent in the hachromn abowt the conedt answers i yesterdas s
assigeuent and then walk foto the kitchien 1o join otber teachss e
paving the day’s haneh,.

One inatroctor gquipped while dishing out Lot roast beef sandwiches,

A
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Honor student Roberf Davls, & wonin wha wopin . b
socslical career, discasees Bis plana for eadlipe wal
Adane duding o heeal i cleses, AT dudente, are i
qmnul to tabe }l,ﬂll'l) of vidh 1t enliamye cusie,
W juaseess e nien years aud o .xm.}'\ to thave solle
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in the Wake -
of the News

By Dawvid Congon -
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St. Mel vs. Laiin
—presiige, priae

FIRST LADY Nancy Davis Reagan, former UK, Sen. Addai
Stevenson, Carol Fox of Lyric Opera fame, .an(i all n.rmmd
sports star Johnny Groth aftended whal now 1< {.atin School,
where the current tuition startx ot 82,204 for kindergarten and
runs to §4.495 in the upper prades. _

The prestigious Near North Side institution rexulied from a
merger of the Latin Schood for Boys and the Latin Sehool for
Girls. Lalin's enroilinent. from kinderparten up, is %8,

Latin means moeney. pride, excellence, discipling, and tradi-
t“;in‘asnhn“‘s Johnny Rigaey and Frank Quilici, bashethall's
Johnny Dee. Jegendary Paddy Driseoll of Northwestern. the
Chicago Cardinals, and the Bears, plus some whu yeached the
state’s hipher politwal echelons — including Mirhaed H«m"h'll
and Arthur J. Bidwill — are names stil revered at the West
Side's I'rovidence-St. nef High School. Like Latin, Provi-
dence-St. Mel was born -of a merger: Provideoce Catholic
girl’s sehool. and St. Aell which edueated young men for 50
years prior fo the marriape foreed by chimgling m:u:hhm'hnofl
conditions. Including a new jupior high programn,-the Provi-
dence-St. Mel em=:nent is 360, Tuition costs S300.

Providence St. Mel, a beacon in the phetia, dacs not mean

money.

PROVIDENCE-ST. MEL, eperated as a private schaol, Tthe
miracle schaol” since suppori wis withdrawn by the Citholic
grchdiocese, has a gnawing need for monzy. Of course, things
vere gifferent when Providence's rolis mcluded youny, ladies
with such surnames as McGaire, Tobin, Sullivan, Shechan,
Ryan, and Moran. That was the ape when St le_‘h student
roster hizhlighted the Higpeys, Quilicis, Purcells., Nanghtons,
Aschenbrenners. Ryvhskis, dleGails, dotimsons, and O'Rerfes.

But excellence, pride. discipline, anu tradition remamn as
highly prized at strugihng Prowidence-St. Mel ax at affluent
Latin,

Latin and Pravidence St. Mel, schools thal seem so contrast-
ing and yel are so simnilar academically and athletically. unite
in a party Wednesday night in St. Grepory’s fymnashin, oo

- Ashtand Avenue just a bluck south of Bryn Mawr, But it's not

going to be a fete to reminisce abont Naney Reagan and Adlui
Stevenson, about Paddy Driscull and Mike Howlett s a
baskciball party, a Class A xtate fowrnament shoolout.
Wednesday night, Fast doaes meet West, or, ruther, Near
North mects West Side, and thouph Ruodvard Kipling cant be
there te detail the saga. the city’s sports writers will.
Latir, storied in prwate school competition since Groth

. glater a-major earne tiasehall stard sparked it teams on the

gridiron, polished mapies, and dianond, goes info this fegion:
al playoff with an 18-12 recard.

PROVIDENCE-ST. MEL, with & 23-.3 record, and 16162
conqueror of Central YMCA in Monday's regional opener, will
be the favorite. The short-but-fast Knights are rated the No, 3
Class A team in llinois and scent a state championship that
would inspire old St. Mel grads to reminisce about the great
basketball conquests of days pone by.

Because, while Latin now has the money, Providence St
Mel has the basketball tradition.

St. Mel's Knichts were the national Cathelic champiuns in
1925. Four seasons fater, with Driscoll coaching haskethall as
well as foothall, undefeated St. Mel was the Ali-Chicago
champion (beating Crane Tech. public school titlist) ird
favorite to win another national Catholic erown. Unfortunate-
ly, twa St. Mel plavers were declared ineligible. and the squad
voted to forego the national meet at Loycla rather than
compete without its disfranchised players. '

The greatest moment in St. Mel's basketball history, thourh,
came in Chicago Stadwm in late March, 1954. That eveming
the Knights were solid underdogs to Coach Jim Brown's Du
Sable Public League champions, led by Paxten Lumpiin,
Sweet Charlie Hrown, Shellie McMillon, and Mchkinev
Cowsen. i S

Du Sable had beaten St. Mel early in the scason, 62.3%, and
subscquently excited Chicagoans by advancing throuzh the
state tournament before losing ta Mt Vernon in the (inais,
76-70. 1t was the first time that a Chicago team had gone s
{ar in state compelition, and began an era where Cincagy
entries would come close to dominating the meet.

BUT DU SABLE was in for a surprise. St. Mel, coached by

" Jim Weaver and paced by such as Eddie Gleason twho missed

the first game with Du Sable), Andy Slean, and Pat Bovie,
romped to victory, B3-74, in the Chicago champinnship ducl.
That night wine [lowed {recly at Eddie O'l.eary’s. Fred
White's, Mother MeKenna'’s, and similar mineral sprines on
the West Side. o

Wednesday night, against Latin, Providence-St. Mel —
coached by Tom Shields and featuring Tom Brown. Kesuie
Johnson, Ron Virgil, Vernal Turper, Mike Parker, and Leroy
Tolliver — secks to further its claim o being anwther Cin-
derella team. But that's of Iittle import. Providence-st. Mel,
when the real score is totaled, already has proven to be the
town's Cinderella school. That's the big story, and the man
behind it is the principal, Paul J. Adams. Paul has rallied a
school that aimnst closed its doors in 1978, when archdiocce
support was canceled. He is St. Mel's star of this ape

"It hasn't been easy,” says the native Alabaman. *Funds
for support aren’t coming in like they did a couple of yvears
ago. If this was a business, we would have been bankrupt -
months ago. But we're in education.” :

ADAMS IS PRINCIPAL. fund-raiser, and general mainle.
nance man. He insists on high academics. "1 want an A at
Providence-St. Mel {o mean the samne as an A at Northwestern
University,”” he says. And he is a bear on discipline. *Ih«ciy.
line is cverything,” says Adams. *'If my students can’t bounce
the books, they can't bounce the ball. :

“We eliminated our junior high and freshman baskethall
tcams this year becouse the players weren't making the
scholastic average. I would have eliminated the varsity. too, if
the plavers were nol making the grades. Academic disendne
makes good athletes: atbletic discipline dees not muaz
academice stars. I'm tired of sceing black athletes exploited. 1
want them disciplined and educated.”

Providence-St. Mel needs {unds. Indusiry can help. You can
support the $£10 bencfit fashion show at the school Mareh 23
Or send a donatipn to Providence-St. Mel, 118 8. Central Park
Bivd., Chicago. lelp sume winners.
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8t Couts Riphr - Brmorrat

Thicego’s amazing black high school

Providence-St. Mel enjoys a national

reputation for academic achievement

discipline and the

raising of funds

We helicve in the creation of
inxpired fves produced by the smitacde
of hard work . . . Wr helicve that omne
st earn the right to drean ... We
helieve that we can take this place, the
time, this prople, and make 2 hetir
place, 2 bhetter nime, and a hetter
peaple . Witk God's helps we wal]
cither find & wayr o miake one

Frien Oie Musum Ntatrinent of

Providence-St. Met High Schont.

By CHARLES BURGESS
Globe-Demotrat Education Writer

CHICAGO — An old song mentions sume
things ¢that couldn’t be shut dewn In this
1oddiin’ town aad the supioners ol
Provideoce-St. Mel High Schiol think ¢
abouslt he fnctudnd ¥ the tune reer ds
revised.

In & twoyear struggle for sarvival, the
schoo! th & deteriorsting  west  side
mighborhaod has arquired something al o
legrndsry national rejutation for academic
schievement, discipline and self-reliant fund
raising.

There are many instances in histary
where the influznces of an individual, un
Mdes or sn inslitution have ranged (aiward
in dnspiring mapiration. In a boel time,
Prrvidencs.St. Mel seems 10 have miade &
good stact tawned that sigtus.

Repasters from the New York Times,
Time WMagarine, FEbony and other
publicatinns have helped chromicle bath the
sametimes disputed facta andt the growing
legend  sbowk thr  fivestory. asiledike
schoot st 118 South Ceniral Park. The
scoramt hax implications loe the etiuns of
repected  but  tinancially  hard pregved
private and panuchinl schanls seeking (o
stay alive In many cities.

Fatlure 6r movement to the subu; bs haw
Heen the Tate of many similsr schonls. in 56
Louts, for example, the Catholic parochlal
wystem hap closed or mrrged same hall
dozen high schools in the inner iy skxc
Weorld War {1 A pew high schaal, Cantina)
Ritter Callege Prep, s the sole surviver.

A comprebeasive study by the 51 Loufs
Archdiorese frund that college mepaistory
programs were what the peuple of the
predoeninantly poor, black Notrth St. Louis
neighborboods wanied ta give thelr chilldien
opportuaity.

There's been a paraiiel plitustion in the
virtually sii-biack s1es from which
Chicagos Trovidence-5i. Mel diaws ity
studentz, who sversge sizih grsde level
schicvement when sdnulted as fieshunen,
says Principal Paul Adams.

But of those who find the tuition (many
by working or internal scholarsiip pranisy,
conquesr the exaciing aosdemie progrem
and meet the rigld behavior standands, at
feast 90 percent enter calfege, he ¢inims

Degpite  an  almost  ronuant  rise
sltuation  since links  with the Catholiv
Archdiocess af Chicagi weee acvered un
June, 1378, Adamsz s optimistic that e
catinued emphanis on scademic escclionce
will heep Providence-St. Mel alive

“Besider, it's chraper (0 1un tolirgr peep
than & vocational proagram,” be asid 3 Hind
the younpsters here much mose actjous

stuntt what they are dong than s ot of hugh
arhon! wtudeats,” sald asth tewcbrs Seste
Mary Magdnlen, S I

She's a 1840 gradusir of the sohool whea
N was operased by the Sisters nf Providence
for abowt 12000 givis w0 the  then.
pirdaminantiy lrish Amerscun
neighbhurhood Mreiger came w L ety o)
mnle 8¢ Meb operated vl then by sdee
Chrictian Rerdheot and named ty wn tash
rontrmporary of S Parrick Thae o0 Mk
eneoliment ix ahmit 230 pow, down from W0
fast tall,

The buliding Is Jeased from the wisters,
tmt Sister Mery v the anly member ol a
frligious order oz the school’s  rrguias
{aculty now, She taught there belare gomng in
the mid- 108" 1o St Lneties Aref schoels,
Inciuding the principal post at Keunedy 1igh
Srhanl, Manchester Hey 1etnrn was hrr owa
rhoice

1 ttink | ran be mnrs himantresd by the
chifdren here who are showing that they witi
not b dehnmanized hy the conditions
armund them, " she sald.

The tfaculty of 20 is cvenly divided
twtwarn hincke snd whites Many of theas da
sdministrstive work as well ss trach
Sajaries average 310,750 vearly, welf beiow
averagen in Chicago’s public and patochial
xyteme So why dnthry stay?

“There's mare aducation gotng un ir this
schont than tn any bigh achool in Chicage
Kids are leamning, end you can we @t
happen.” maid Barvey M [roxs, busipe.s
tencher and admigsions directar The Yalr
rradaate came 0 Provideave &t Mrl afire
eight yearm in Chieago Public Schanls

Anthony Willinms. erninr rlass president,
transtrrred to Pravidence St Me) in fus
jundor vear, and iz on 115 baskethall tram
He doe< clerical and maintenanre witk in
Hev nf m partion of the §750 annus? fuition

The chiel academir impart ie hay fed in
maintaining & R avernge is the hamewark.
I we're in sporty, wa'rs taqiired ta sty in
the tibrary bere an hour and & hal! Wefine
practicing  Apd then it°s ez pd o
~very ndght.”

Rehpviny evxiee ace sirict, bt fak,
Anthany said Amomg them  Poawession ol
dange.  Aleohalic  heverages  of  wrapane.
meana sutoMAtic sxprlsion Stodeats can't
amoke in or near the achonl Dress mnst e
nrat and modeat Fighling or rutting » cass
withmrt permission means  suspensiun.
Tardiness drings /R fine or physice) work
rssignment.

Rirt the codex are nod  burdensace,
Anthony sadd: “We're tremind Hke young
adulte 1t maker you lrel Hir your'se in
rofiege siready

“We Am* want kida wha are gaiag to
meee ut up and make tynuhle here so wr
can't cmcenirate mm what we're dotng*”
anid seninr Adrienne Curtic

THE STAFF ENYBUSIASM Hur
preseyving the seboul goes beyond  the
teachers Cook Fleanpre Fird didn fimnh
Rinds schind in her sative Missisappr. Three
of her esght children attend Veovidences Xt
Mri Anathes gradunted there, amd suothet
quit “even though Mr  Adums inied
everything he could {6 krep tim.”

Her bushand i3 on dinahihity pension. and
' » sbugile 10 saise 1he uilion Mmoney
W owill da i an lang as od gives us
strength. The public schanly can have the

Do

Lyt

S0 G

Principal Poul

Students 1olking things over,

entionce,

fallures My children are not going 10 have
10 take low paving jobe

Chirf Fustodinn Walter Osmalack ™, has
heen at the tohnol X% yenrs, and vouches for
the 53 yraroid structure desplie moof Iraks,
nhvinnt nead of interiac paint and city
spection quaime ahout Inck of & sprinkie
wrirm. .

“Thin & a gewxt building 1ty iron snd
eonerefe, and J'e ne gring tn a0 down or
i dnwn, "™ he sald

Hingn twice weskiy at the schonl bas
heiped  the fund  drives, and kept up
community interest The nrighbnrhond block
cinh Bl ix donating for & much-needed
snowplow, and it members watch for
inteuders ar vandalc

“Thix it one= ol aar hast schonls and we
are optimistic that ft wi{l nat have (o closc,™
said Martie Stmpson, who has Hved perosz
he street tor 16 yeurs

The iarpesi, most contrewersinl force
bth the legends apd  the Iarte aloa
Privvidencs 81 Me} rrriainly 13 Adems. ¥,
principal since 1972,

He adminictrrs, tesches and Nues (in 2
ronm onre accupied hy nuns} tn the
buliging: prrsonally sandbiasted grime snd
grafetti fram itx classical favade;
supervired studentz and staffers in the
sndding that made e gronnde an ludand of
green: led adrive that colincted §170,000 fnr
the IA7R 1979 schin! year, and bas hepan a
new ones for SN ON0. He chaired the
Providence St Mel Comporstion doring Hx
tisst {ndependent year In Augnsi contrpl
was furned nver to 3 tarially-mixed 13-
member board of tusineasmen, clergymen
and parents

struggle i« nothing new 1o thia tall,
nearded Alshama-harn man of
tindamentalist Rapnhst background I hig
trens he participsted in the historic bus
havewtt isd by the Rev Martin { ather King
1 Montgumery. Adams was expeiing trom
an Alabama colirge for suhtequent
acuvistn NHe eventually earnsd 3 master's
Arpree &1 Northeasiern State Univervity on
{hicago

Adoms of Providencs-St. Me! High School in
Chicoge, left, 10iks Yo one of the students during their funch break.

right, at the school

He's 8 prowd snd conlident man. Hiv
reaction 1o the fallofl in enroliment frbm
laas year is typical:

“We could have had more studems, but
tumed down 15 percent of the sppitcabis
because they werea't academijcaily
gqualified. We will stast our own jumor high
next fall. That will help our snrofiment amd
tncome, and i€ also give us students better
prepared than we gel now.”

Adams admits he had teay relationshibs
with archdiocesan ufficials belore (he bresk
tn 1978, when un snnual subsidy averaping
mure than $130,000 was cut off. His reaction
was 0 persusde an sdvertising lirm to
dunate money fo1 a fuli-pege ad ip the Wall
Sireet Journal that was herdiined 3400 Xids
{the 1877-1978 enrcllment) Are About 0o
Learn Hard Work isa 't Worth @ Damn .~

“11 seems (o me you're doing a job if ypu
run a gooud schoot and get good resuits, b8
the archdiovese tried (0 chuse ue for yesrs,
Adams (ol this reponier. (n one crisis seven
yrors ago, the school began its uwn femd
TRisR, and cut the subsidy needed from B
srchiducese In half, he aald.

At the time of (he 978 cutofl, @@
arciwtiocese responded to statementa Ada
was making by placing & hdl-page ad in
Chicsgo Tribune.

it asserted thai religion wasnt
gives proper emphasis in the achooi, th
enroMment had dropped stesdily sithough
the school draws from & lzcge xrea, that |
cuat-per-pupll and sttrition (dropout) ug
exceeded other Catholic high schuvis dhd
that the wchool’s awn reports shuwed 8
percent ar less of graduates stiending
roltege. Tather than 90

The Rev Walter M. Wilcheck, divector
high schents for the archdiocese, aays
wrchdincesr has reveived unfalr blame
the confinuing debate.

“We worked hard to keep the o
thrre bul our resources are llmited.
choice had to be made on the Carhdilt
rdusetion presence {on the west side) ar
the cholee was 0 have Hl in pa
elementacy schools,” be said,




BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT

Providence-St. ¥Mel High Scheol has beccme s national model in pro-
viding quality education in an urban communitv. Despite 1ts location
in a community that borders on cconomic disaster, it is an educational
institution that challenges its students to make successes of their

lives.

HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE-ST. MEL NJGH SCHOOL

In 1886 a group of Sisters came from Saint Mary-of~-the~Woods, Indiana,
where six French Sisters had established the Congregation of the Sisters
of Providence in 1840, to teach in the elementary schools now known as
St. Mel's and Our Lady of Sorrows. The following year a room in Our
Lady of Sorrows school was given over to ihe "high school department"

of one teacher and nine pupils. By 1897 the growing Our Lady of Provi~
dence Academy moved into its own building on the southwest corner of
Van Buren Street and Albany Avenue. Accreditation_by the North Central
Association of Secoﬁdary Schools came in 1913 with an A rating which |

Providence has maintained throughout its history.

.In 1921 the late Cardinal Mundelecin selected the academy as a reglonal
high schoel and changed its name to Providence High School. By the mid
1920's a greatly expanded cnrollment necessitated the erection of a new
building which opened in March, 1929, a3t its present location. For many
years Providence High School was one of Chicago's foremost Catholic
girls' schools, with capacity enrollments of 1200 and notable partici-

pation in educntional, civic and church-related activities.



By the late 1960's the locale of Providence High School and that of

the neighboring St. Mel High School for boys, conducted by the
Christian Brothers, had become "inner city" with decreasing enrollments
and increasing student needs. Representatives of the Sisters, Brothers,
and the Ar;hdincese.of Chicago {(now partially subsidizing both institu-
tions) decided to house both schools at Providence. TFor the 1968-69
school year the two schools, now under one -roof, continued their sepa-
rate identity and operation, an arrangement which proved unsatisfactory.

Inner vity unrest and agitation added to the problem.

Tn September, 1969, a merping of the two schools solved some of the
diffleulties. Filnancial and personnel problems, however, were reaching
proportions which neither relipious congregation felt {1t Eou1d handle.
The Archdiocese too was weighing whether it could--or should--increase
the substantlal subsidy it was now giving to Providence-St. Mel. By

the Spring of 1371 the situation had reached a crisis, with temporary
suspennions of both payroll and ¢lasses, and a resulting determined
effort on the part of students, parents and others to save the schoo}.

By this time the Archdiocese had assumed the major portion of the respon-

sibility for the school.

While the Sisters of Trovidence could no longer make a personnel com-
mitment-~the Brothers had already indicated their withdrawal at the end
of the vear--they did offer the continued use of their building as a
corporate contrlbotion to the inner city apostolate at Trovidence-St. Meél.
This arrangement with the Archdiocese, at the token rental of one dollar

annually continued until June, 1978.



VDuring the sunmer of 1970 the faculty of Providence-St. Mel, now an
Archdiocesan High School, bepan the task of assessing the needs of

the new socio-economic community in which it found itself. Implemen-
tation of this asscssment led to the develepment of comnunity-based
structures. Providence~St. Mel saw itsclf as accountable in its edu-
cational efforts to parents and stuwlents. The structures developed
were: the Student-Parent-Faculty Conncil, Discdpline Court, Hiring

and Review Board, and Currviculum Committec. Tach Sgructure incorporated
a tripartite membership” parents, students and faculty having decision-
making power. Tn following this mnde nof action, Providence-St. Mel ad-
mirably fulfilled the collegial spirit of Vatican II in carrying on the
tradition of response to the "sipns of the times” exhibited by the original.

Providence High School.

In 1972 Mr. Paul 1. Adams was hired as principal. He immediately began
working toward a thrust for excelleace in the school's academic program.
Adam and his staff, together with the students and community, began the
strict disciplinary and academic standards within which’the school currenfly
operates. Although great strides werc made in establishing a "no nonsense"
school, Providence-5t. Mel continued to he plapued by financial difficulties.
The Archdiocese again questioned whether it should continue to subsidize

the school and, in fact, did announce a June, 1974, closing. With the gene-
rosity of the Sisters of Providence in offering the continued use of tneir
building the school was able to continue its educational mission on the West
side of Chicaso.

After this near-closing crisis in 1974, Providence-St. Mel increased its own



fund raising from a 1ittlie over $10,000 in 1973-74 to an amount in
excess of $100,000 in 1977-78. During this same period the subsidy

from the Archdiocese decrcased from $2139,000 to $150,000.

0n March 23, 1978, the Tatholic Archdiocese of Chicago abruptly issued
notice that it would not continue its subsidy for the 1978-79 school
year, thereby ordering the r1;sing of rhe svhn§1 in June, 1978, Unfor-
tunately, no conmunication with school afficials, parents or the westside

parishes had preceded this announcement, nor had efforts been made to

work out procedures to try to keep the school open.

THE _COMMUNITY SURROUNDING PROVIDENCE-ST. Mil, HIGH SCHOOL

Providence-St. Mel Nigh School is locared on Chicago's West side in a
predominantly Black community. Tt is loecated in a community that is
plagued with economiec and social prohlems that have become the trademark
af many poor urban communities. The community that surrounds Providence-
St. Mel has an unemployment rate of over 40%. More than 507 of the house-
holds in this community have {fucomes below the national poverty level.

The crime level is high on Chicago's West side, and drugs can be purchased
hy almost anyone. An article on Providence-St. Mel in the December, 1978,
issue of "Fbony Magazine” stated that 126 taverns can be found in the local
coomunity that surrounds the high school. The West side of Chicago is a
community Lhat experfenced some of the nation's worst riots in the late
1960"s.  As the 1980's emerpe It has not yet realized recovery from that

period.



A CASE FOR "STFAYIN' ALIVE"

In spite of many obstacles, Providence-St. Mel has achieved phenomenal
surcess in reaching 1ts most {fmportant poal: preparing students academi-
cally for successful entrance into college or into the work force.
Students arve encourapged to continue thedr education beyond high school.
All students must:

1) take college aptitude tests.

2) apply to at least three different collepes.

3) complete financial ald forms.

4y write papers descrihing their career roals.
Since 1975, more than 907 of the school's graduates have gone to college

and have done well. O0Of the B2 graduates since June, 1978, 77 have been

accepted cor collepe entrance.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the decision of the Catholic Arch-
diocese to clese the school met with total resistance. The school's ad-
ministrators and teachers, parents and students were determined to ratise

the funds necessary to keep their school alive.

PUBLICITY

During the period from May to September, 1978, Providence-St. Mel received
much national and loral coverage in both the print and broadcast media.
All of Chicagpo's television stations covered the activities regarding the
Archdiocese's withdrawal of fipancial support from the school. The news-
papers covered it as_a major news story of 1978. Nationally, "Fbony",
"People", "Time", “Industry Week", "The Wall Street Journal”, and the "New

York Times" carried articles roncerning Providence-St. Mel High School.
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The Chicago Sun-Times, Chicapo Tribune, Chicago Defender, WILS-TV

(Channel 7) anh WMAD~TV (Channel 5) wrote editorials supporting
Providence-St. Mel. The network news proprams of ABC-TV, CBS-TV and
NBC-TV in the months 0f June and September, 1978, featured stories on

the school. On May 2, 1978, Michael Bilandic, then the mayor of Chicago,
appealed to the praduates of Providence and St. Mel High Schools to

help keep the échoo] open.

FUND RAISING

During the five month period from May to September, 1978, a blistering
campalgn was lauvnched in which $160,000 was ralsed to 6perate Providence-
St. Mel for the 1978-79 school year. Virtually every possible fund raising
activity was vonsidered. Major corporations as well as Individuals were
solicited for contributions. A Tull page advertisement, donated by the

J. Walter Thompson Advprtisinﬁ Apency, was run in the Wall Street Journal.
The larpest contributions came {rom ﬁnnkers 1ife and Casualty Company for
$25,000 and Thomas Distributors for $20,000. Hundreds of small contribu-
tions were roceived from many parts of the country, including places as
far away as Maine, California, Puerto Rico, and Belglum. Parents of the
students of Providence-St. Mel raised over $100,000 for the 1978-79 school

year budget.

TUITION

In order to continue to recruit students from the Jocal neighborhood,
Providence-St. Mel has kept its tuition ar §750. This flgure represents
. an increase of $100 cach year over the past two years. Althoupgh the tuition

presents a major burden to many of our families, it covers only a fraction
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of the school's total operating costsa. Currently, over 60% of the
students attending Providence-St. Mel High School work part-time jobs
in order to pay the cost of thelr tuition. As an incentive to motivate
students to strive for excellence, any student who earns all "A's"

receives a tuition reimbursement check in bhis or her name.

THE FUTURE

Even thouph Providence-St. Mel has remained open continuously for over
half a century, funds are necded to keep it in existence as a viable
educational institution. Baankers Life and Casualty Company and several

other major corporations have pledged continuing support to the school.

Recently the faculty and administration, with the aid of a consultant,
worked out a five-year financial and nrndvmi; plan. This plan details
the financial needs of the high school for the school years 1979-8)
through 1983-84. TIinder this plan provisions have been made for an annual
review of the budpet. Curriculum guldes have been rev?ewed and improved
so that teachers and stﬁdpnrs are aware of what is expected of them in

terms of the academic standards of the school.

" The building (n which Providence-St. Mel is Tncated is in need of repair
and renovation. The bullding was examined by Archetectonics, Trnc. in
Necember, 1978. The cost for needed repairs and improvements was esti-

mated at that time.



IMMEDIATE FUTURE

Last Decemher, PSM's majnr benefactor, Bankers Tife and Casualty

Company, hired an experfenced professional to puide the fund rafsing,
public relations and recruiting activities of the high school.

Presently the Boiard of Trustees adoptred an npnraring plan of objecttives
which, roughly, set sights on increasing the freshman class enrollment

in September, i980, from the present 82 to 255. This could have a dollar
value of $191,000. In addition, a pnal of 250 scholarships at $1000 each
for deserving students would be solicited from local foundations and
businesé firma. Thisa, valued at $250,000. This rather ambitious program

is now in gear.






LYNN MARTIN
(R-Illinois)

Republican, 16th Congressional District of Illinois (northern
part of state, including Dixon), lst term. Serves on the House
Budget Committee and the House Administration Committee. Has
been a consistent supporter of Administration initiatives. Was
helpful during OMB Director Stockman's appearance before the
House Budget Committee on May 5 and 6.

Has met with the President and attended White House events on
numerous occasions. Attended the President's meeting with
House Budget Committee Republicans on May 4, 1982. Sat at the
President's table during the April 5th breakfast for House
Republican Freshmen,

Lynn was recently in Bermuda where she visited with your new
Consul General, Max Friedersdorf.
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HENRY HYDE
(R-Illinois)

Republican, 6th Congressional District of Illinois (Cook County,
including Cicero), 4th term. Serves on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, the House Judiciary Committee, and the House Select
Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control. Strong supporter of
Administration initiatives. Has been a vocal and persuasive
advocate in the House to outlaw abortion and to effectuate various
reforms aimed at family preservation.

Has met with the President and attended White House events on a
number of occasions.
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