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THE WHIT E HOUSE 

W A SHINGTO N 

May 7, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
n V- · 

FROM: ED ROLLINS ~·'\o(l. ~· 

SUBJECT: ILLINOIS - POLITICAL BRIEFING 

I. SUMMARY 

Illinois conducted the first primary in the nation this 

year on March 16, 1982. 

Republican Governor Jim Thompson, who faced only token 

primary opposition in his quest for a third term, will face 

the toughest race of his career against former Democrat U.S. 

Senator Adlai E. Stevenson, III. 

The Republican primary race for Lieutenant Governor, 

which included 1980 Reagan Regional Political Director Don 

Totten as a candidate, was won by Illinois House Speaker 

George Ryan. Ryan was Governor Thompson's hand-picked choice 

for the nomination. 

Reapportionment forced Illinois to give up two U.S. House 

seats. The subsequent redistricting process forced two incumbent 

Republican House members to run for re-election in the same 

district. In the 4th District primary, George O'Brien defeated 

Ed Derwinski by a narrow margin. Additionally, eight term 

incumbent Republican Congressman Tom Railsback was defeated in 

his primary race by conservative State Senator Ken McMillan. 

Eleven term veteran U.S. Congressman Paul Findley is currently 

considered the most vulnerable Republican U.S. House member in 

Illinois this year. 
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II. ELECTED OFFICIALS 

III. 

IV. 

v. 

GOVERNOR - James R. Thompson - Republican - Elected in lg76 

SENATOR - Charles H. Percy - Republican - Elected in 1966 

SENATOR - Alan J. Dixon - Democrat - Elected in 1980 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 14 Republicans 10 Democrats 

THE STATE LEGISLATURE 

UPPER HOUSE - 29 Republicans 30 Democrats 

LOWER HOUSE - 91 Republicans 86 Democrats 

REPUBLICAN STATE PARTY OFFICIALS 

REPUBLICAN STATE CHAIRMAN - Donald w. Adams 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN - Harold B. Smith 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN - Crete B. Harvey 

DISCUSSION 

A. THE GUBERNATORIAL RACE - 1982 

Republican Governor Jim Thompson was elected to a two­

year term in 1976 by a staggering 1.4 million vote margin. 

In 1978 he was re-elected to a four-year term with a safe 59% 

of the vote. Thompson's bid for a third term this year, 

however, is likely to be far more difficult than his preceding 

two Gubernatorial races. 

Thompson's Democrat challenger is former Democrat 

U.S. Senator Adlai E. Stevenson, III. Stevenson is the son 

of the former Illinois Governor who ran twice as the Democrat 

nominee for President against Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Additionally, his great-grandfather was Grover Cleveland's 
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second Vice President. It is difficult to find a person 

in Illinois who does not recognize the name Adlai Stevenson. 

In addition to the fact that Thompson is pitted against 

the most notable Democrat in Illinois politics, the Governor 

is faced with other stumbling blocks. Like all governors 

of large northern industrial states, Thompson has had to 

face some difficult problems during his past five years in 

office. The State's declining income base has prompted 

Thompson to rule out any immediate relief in state income 

taxes. Also, the Governor has had to veto various revenue 

bills ear marked for Chicago, especially in the area of 

mass transportation. 

Besides issue-oriented problems, Thompson has had to 

face recent press criticism on two fronts. First of all, 

Thompson was decried for suggesting that his wife be appointed 

to the U.S. Circuit Court. She has since withdrawn her name 

from consideration. Secondly, the press has been questioning 

the validity of certain expenditures made by Thompson with 

campaign funds. These expenditures included the payment of 

baby-sitters for the Governor's children, as well as various 

Christmas presents which Thompson bought for some of his 

political friends. These charges have had little impact on 

the campaign, and have been basically forgotten. 

On the Democrat side, Stevenson has encountered problems 

of his own. The former Senator has remained aloof from the 

State Democrat organization throughout his political career. 

As a result, personal enthusiasm for Stevenson's candidacy 
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among Democrat Party leaders has been rather lukewarm. 

Stevenson has had trouble raising substantial amounts of 

money for his campaign war chest. In fact, a portion of 

the $100,000 earmarked for Stevenson's fall campaign, by 

the Democrat National Committee, has already been spent 

because Stevenson's campaign funds were so low. 

Thompson, on the other hand, has raised over $1.5 million. 

A large portion of his funds were raised last July when the 

President attended a fundraising dinner on the Governor's 

behalf in Chicago. 

A recent poll conducted by the Chicago Tribune showed 

Thompson trailing Stevenson by 2 points. Thompson's own 

polls, however, show the Governor ahead by 4 points. Both 

polls indicate that a large portion of the electorate is 

still undecided. 

B. DON TOTTEN AND THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR'S RACE 

Republican State Senator Don Totten, former Illinois 

Reagan State Chairman, and Regional Political Director for 

the Upper Midwest during the 1980 campaign, was defeated in 

his bid for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant Governor. 

State House Speaker George Ryan, Governor Thompson's hand­

picked choice for the nomination~ won the three-way race. The 

third candidate was liberal State Representative Susan Cantina 

of Chicago. Totten came in third, with just under 25% of 

the vote. 

C. THE U.S. HOUSE RACES - 1982 

Reapportionment has forced Illinois to forfeit two of 
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its 24 U.S. House seats. The subsequent re-districting plan, 

and the primary election on March 16 have already made lame 

ducks of three Republican Congressmen: Ed Derwinski, elected 

in 1958; Bob Mcclory, elected in 1962; and Torn Railsback, 

elected in 1966. 

Republican incumbents John Porter and Bob Mcclory were 

both thrown into the new 10th Congressional District. Mcclory 

opted to retire from Congress rather than face a primary 

battle against Porter. A more painful situation developed 

in the new 4th Congressional District ~ where two stalwart 

Republican House veterans were forced into a primary race, 

with neither incumbent choosing to step aside in deference to 

the other. Ed Derwinski and George O'Brien, close personal 

friends during their service in the House together, found 

themselves in the same political race for survival. O'Brien's 

narrow victory is generally accredited to his superb campaign 

organization, and to the fact that 60% of the new district's 

voters were drawn from O'Brien's old district. 

Eight term moderate Republican Congressman Tom Railsback 

was defeated in his primary bid by conservative Republican 

State Senator Ken McMillan. McMillan was helped in his 

campaign by a number of conservative organizations who thought 

that Railsback was too much of a moderate to represent the 

people of the 17th District. Re-districting, which added a 

number of rural counties to Railsback's old district, also 

contributed to the incumbent's defeat. 

The only Republican House member running in the general 

election who is considered to be in any re-election trouble 
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is 22-year veteran Congressman Paul Findley. Findley has 

been targeted for defeat by various Jewish groups who 

believe that Findley is anti-Semitic. Additionally, 

redistricting has added a significant number of Democrats 

to Findley's district. Findley, however, seems to have 

established a good campaign organization, and in the words 

of a Illinois Republican observer, "he is doing all the 

right things for his district." 

D. CARDINAL JOHN CODY, ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO 

Cardinal John Cody, Archbishop of Chicago since 1967, 

who was the subject of a federal investigation for allegedly 

embezzling over $1 million of Church funds, died on 

April 24, 1982. 

E. THE PRESIDENT'S PAST VISITS TO CHICAGO 

The President was last in Chicago on April 15, 1982 

to address the National Catholic Education Association. 

Additionally, during the summer of 1981, the President 

attended a fundraiser for Governor Thompson, and one for 

the Illinois Republican Party. Both events were in Chicago. 

VII. ILLINOIS - MISCELLANEOUS 

POPULATION -

NICKNAME -

STATE MOTTO -

11,229,000 

The Prairie State 

State Sovereignty-National Union 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
0. ~· 

FROM: ED ROLLINS ~.\~~ ~· 

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST FOR DON TOTTEN 
MONDAY, MAY 10, 1982 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

I. PURPOSE 

To raise money to help retire Don Totten's campaign debt 

from his unsuccessful race for Lieutenant Governor in Illinois' 

March 16, 1982 primary. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Republican State Senator Don Totten, former Reagan chairman 

in Illinois and Regional Political Director for the upper mid-

western states in the 1980 Reagan-Bush campaign, lost his bid 

this year for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant Governor. 

Totten, a conservative foe of Governor Thompson's policies in 

the state senate, was pitted against Illinois House Speaker 

George Ryan, who was Governor Thompson's hand-picked choice for 

the nomination. Also in the race was liberal State Representative 

Susan Cantina of Chicago. Ryan won the three-way race with about 

50% of the vote. Totten won just under 25% of the vote, placing 

third, behJnd Cantina. Ryan's victory was attributable to two 

major factors: 1) he had the strong support of Governor Thompson; 

and, 2) many conservatives supported Ryan for fear that a split 

vote between Ryan and Totten might have allowed Cantina, an 

anathema among conservatives, to capture the nomination. 
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III. PARTICIPANTS 

A. GUESTS 

75-100 people at $500 per person 

B. STAFF CONTACT 

Paul Russo 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Closed Press 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

ll:lOa.m. The President arrives at fundraising breakfast 
(in progress) for Don Totten 

TALKING POINTS 

The Astoria Room 
Conrad Hilton Hotel 

Don Totten introduces the President 

The President makes brief remarks 

The President concludes remarks, shakes hands 
along rope, and departs 

Praise Don Totten's dedication to Republican causes; including 

both his service in the Reagan campaign, and as a state senator. 

Point out the great contribution Don Totten made to the Reagan-Bush 

ticket's 1980 election victory. With his help, the President 

carried Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Indiana, all four of the 

states for which Totten was Regional Political Director. 
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TALKING POINTS CONT.-

Give assurance that the Administration will continue to strive 

towards those goals embodied in the Reagan-Bush campaign, which 

Don Totten, and many others in attendance worked so hard for 

in 1980. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1982 

DROP-BY AT REGIONAL BRIEFING IN CHICAGO 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 

TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE: 

Monday, May 10, 1982 
Astoria Room, Conrad Hilton Hotel, 
Chicago 
11:30 a.m. (15 minutes) 

Karna Smal¥/J 

To fulfill a pledge made (several weeks ago) to meet with 
regional editors and broadcasters while traveling. These 
local press people have been invited to a major briefing 
on current domestic and foreign policy issues given by 
top White House staff plus one Cabinet member, but this is 
an opportunity for you to make brief remarks and answer a 
few questions of local concern. 

II. BACKGROUND: 

Several weeks ago at a luncheon with out-of-town press, 
you were asked if you would start meeting with local press 
people on the road. You said you'd like to do that. When 
asked if we could exclude the White House press corps, you 
said you didn't see how we could exclude them, but we could 
arrange it so that only the regional press are able to ask 
the questions. This is the way it will be set up in Chicago. 
They will first be briefed by David Gergen, Sec. Block, 
Jim Baker and Bud McFarlane. 

III.PARTICIPANTS: 

The President 
Selected staff 
Editors and broadcasters from Illinois and nearby states 
White House Press Corps 

IV. PRESS PLAN: 

Local press will be set up 
10 minutes before your arrival, White House press pool 
will be escorted to the back of the room to record your remarks. 
(NOTE: Some local media indicate they may go LIVE locally 
with your remarks) 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: 

After being announced, you will proceed to the podium, deliver 
brief remarks, take a few questions and leave. 



VI. REMARKS: 

See Talking Points (Attached Tab A) 

See specific questions on Chicago issues (Attached Tab B) 

See background on Illinois political races (Attached Tab C) 



TALKING POINTS FOR RR~IONAL BRIEFING IN CHICAGO 

(Small 5/7 
3:00 p.m.) 

Welcome to what I hope to be the first of many such briefings 

for the regional press. A couple of weeks ago I was having 

lunch in the State Dining Room at the White HOuse with a group 

of editors from out-of-town and they asked if I would begin 

meeting with the local press when I travel about the country. 

I said I would like to do that -- so, here we are. 

I know you've been well briefed by Jack Block, Jim Baker and 

others but there are a few points I would like to emphasize 

to you here today. 

We have announced a number of initiatives in the last few 

weeks: ideas that I heartily endorsed during the campaign, and 

for many years before that. The other day I announced that we 
r-

will be submitting to the Congress a proposal to amend the 

Constitution to allow our children to pray in school again, if 

they want to. 

The Founding Fathers didn't intend that the First Amendment be 

used to protect people FROM religion, but that it protect 

religious values from GOVERNMENT interference. 

Another initiative: tuition tax credits which are designed to 

help middle and lower income working families so they may 

exercise the same choice as wealthy families. Remember: 54% 

of families with children in private schools have incomes of 

less than $25 , 000 (according to the latest available figures). 

Yet another idea that I strongly endorse is a constitutional 

amendment for a balanced budget. And this leads me to our 

budget compromise announced just a few days ago. 

As you know, I have endorsed the compromise worked out by the 

Senate Budget Committee because it maintains our priorities of: 

o Cutting the deficit - by $416 billion over the next 3 years 

o Reducing the growth of federal spending 

o Preserving the goals of our defense program 

o And maintaining our incentive tax cuts. 



It will freeze federal pay, discretionary spending and cost 

of living adjustments for all programs EXCEPT SOCIAL SECURITY. 

And I must say a special word about Social Security because 

I think there's been some misunderstanding here . I am committed 

to maintaining Social Security benefits for people now dependent 

on them ... and I want to assure them that the 7 . 4 % cost of living 

increase will be paid , on time, in: JU:ly ! 

We know we must find ways to insure the solvency of the Social 

Security System and we have pledged to do that through our 

Commission that is studying the issue. But there are many 

options available WITHOUT A REDUCTION OF CURRENT BENEFIT LEVELS. 

And, of course, all of these options, when presented by the 

Commission, would have to be thoroughly reviewed by the Congress. 

Finally, let me say a word about getting this budget passed. 

A reported asked me the other day about getting the support 

of the Democrats in the HOuse. Well, I am hoping for 

bipartisan support of this budget package because as I said 

then, it will be rather difficult for them to explain how 

they did not want to be a party to a plan that will reduce 

the three-year deficit by $416 billion - and would continue 

downward to give us a balanced budget in the nex t several 

years . I have faith in the Congress because I know they want 

what we all want: and that is a return to the prosperity that 

I KNOW this country can produce . 

Now, in the few minutes we have here, I'll be glad to take a 

few questions . 



SPECIFIC QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT BE ASKED BY CHICAGO MEDIA 

Q: Do you support designation of Chicago as a World's 
Fair site? 

A: "I have written to the Chairman of Chicago's committee 
stating that 'the United States is interested in 
hosting a universal class exposition in 1992 to 
commemorate the 500th anniversary of Columbu s' 
discovery of the Americas.'" 

(Note: Outright support of Chicago's bid would be 
inappropriate because of a contending bid from 
Miami, Florida.) 

Q: How do you feel about the controversy surrounding the 
Chicago Housing Authority? 

A: "This issue is being handled by Sam Pierce at HUD. We 
appreciate that Mayor Byrne has worked with HUD to resolve 
this problem." 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1982 

MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE CHICAGO WORLD'S FAIR 

A committee of Chicagoans has been formed to bring a major 
World' s Fair to their city in 1992. This fair wou ld 
mark the 500th anniversary of Columbus' discovery of the 
Americas. Governor Jim Thompson (R-Illinois) and Mayor 
Jayne Byrne (D-Chicago) have been actively involved in 
this effort. 

A comprehensive study of the project has been examined 
and approved by the Department of Commerce, and approval 
is presently being sought from the Bureau of International 
Expositions. 

In addition to Chicago, Paris, France is also making a 
bid for a fair during approximately the same time period. 
President Mitterand of France has endorsed the French 
bid. 

The President recently signed a letter dated May 4, 1982 
to Mr. E.R.I. Allan, Chairman of the Chicago Pre-Inquiry 
Committee. In this letter, the President noted that "the 
United States is intensely interested in hosting a univer­
sal class exposition in 1992 to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of Columbus' discovery of the Americas." 
Other language, supporting Chicago's bid, was included 
in the letter. Outright support, however, would be in­
appropriate because of the contending bid by Miami, 
Florida. 

The President's letter was to be conveyed to the Bureau 
of International Expositions Inquiry Delegation which is 
meeting in the United States during the week of May 2 
through 9 to inspect the Chicago fair site. 



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NGTON 

May 7, 1982 

MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY 

Background 

Last spring, the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) suffered from a 
revenue shortfall and requested an advance on their 1982 operating 
subsidy from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
This request was granted for a six-month period. Last fall, when 
the advance was to be re-paid by the CHA, they not only were unable 
to repay the advance, but asked for an additional $17 million. 
HUD agreed to extend the repayment date on the condition that an 
outside consulting group be allowed to study the problems of the 
CHA and that both parties, the CHA as well as HUD, would abide by 
those findings. 

After the study was completed and published, there was a tremendous 
amount of negotiating between the CHA and HUD to resolve issues 
concerning the recommendations of the study. After discussion at 
the White House, it was determined that the entire matter should be 
handled by HUD. 

On April 12, 1982, Mayor Jane Byrne agreed to the major findings 
in the study: 

1. She will request the Illinois General Assembly to enact 
legislation as quickly as possible to expand the size of 
the Chicago Housing Authority Board of Directors from 
five to seven members. 

2. The Mayor will request that the Illinois General Assembly 
enact legislation to allow the Chairman of the Chicago 
Housing Authority to be compensated at an annual rate 
set by the Board sufficient to attract a qualified person 
to oversee the operation . 

3. The personnel changes that were recommended in the study 
have been agreed to and will take place within 90 days. 

4. On April 13th, HUD released funding to the CHA to facil­
itate its operation. 

HUD is pleased with the work that Chicago is doing in implementing 
the above-mentioned items. Should you be asked to comment on this 
matter, state that you appreciate that Mayor Byrne worked with HUD 
to resolve this problem. 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ILLINOIS POLITICAL RACES 

Illinois conducted the first primary in the nation this year 

on March 16, so their general election campaign is underway. 

Republican Governor Jim Thompson, who faced only minor 

primary opposition in his quest for a third term, will face a 

tough race against former Democrat U.S. Senator Adlai E. Stevenson, III. 

The AFL-CIO is now likely to support Thompson, and Thompson now 

seems to be pulling out in front in what once looked like a neck 

and neck race. (Right now it's still too close to call though) 

The Republican primary race for Lieutenant Governor, which 

included 1980 Reagan Regional Political Director Don Totten 

as a candidate, was won by Illinois House Speaker George Ryan. 

Ryan was Thompson's hand-picked choice for the nomination. 

Reapportionment forced Illinois to give up two U.S. House 

seats. The subsequent redistricting process forced two incumbent 

Republican House members to run for re-election in the same 

district. In the 4th District primary, George O'Brien defeated 

Ed Derwinski by a narrow margin. Additionally, eight term 

incumbent Republican Congressman Tom Railsback was defeated in 

his primary race by conservative State Senator Ken McMillan. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTO N 

YMCA OF METROPOLITAN CHICAGO 
PRIVATE SECTOR INITIATIVES ADDRESS 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

May 10, 1982 
Chicago, Illinois 
12:00 Noon ---Jay Moorhead ...:.. ~ 
Special Assistant to the President 
Private Sector Initiatives 

To highlight the voluntary efforts of the Chicago 
YMCA and to give a major address on the Private 
Sector Initiatives Program. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The YMCA is the largest private sector human service 
agency in the country. It is undertaking a major 
fundraising campaign to rehabilitate and redesign the 
Chicago YMCA facilities, and this lunch will kick off 
the fundraising drive . It is a $1,000 per person event. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

See attached list. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open press coverage . 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

To Conrad Hilton Hotel 
Astoria Room for head table reception 
To holding room 
Lunch 
Remarks 
Depart for hotel 



III. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Governor Thompson, Mayor Jane Byrne, various Congressmen and 
possibly Senator Percy. 

Edward S. Donnell, Chairman , Board of Managers, YMCA of 
Metropolitan Chicago. Also Chairman of Chicago United Way. 

Robert P. Mayo, past Chairman of the Board of Managers, 
current Chairman of Annual Financial Development Campaign. 
Recently retired as President of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Chicago. 

Howard Arvey, past Chairman of the Board of Managers and 
Co-Chairman of $38.2 million Capital Campaign with Stan 
Enlund. 

John O. Roat, President of the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago 
for over 20 years. 

Donald Rurnsfeld was instrumental in setting up the 
luncheon. May be attending ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN GTO N 

May 7, 1982 

SITE VISIT TO' PROVIDENCE - ST. MEL HIGH SCHOOL 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

May 10, 1982 
Chicago, Illinois n fl 
2:15 P.M. ---r--1} ~ 

C'~ r~ . 
Jay Moorhead,-lSpecial Assistant to the 
President 

Private Sector Initiatives 

To spotlight an inner-city high school in the highest 
crime area of Chicago where 95 % of the graduating 
class attends college. The school receives no 
public funds to operate. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Providence ~ St . Mel High School was featured on 
the TODAY Show in February. The students, predominately 
black, enter the school two to three grades below the 
national academic average. They are taught to learn 
by incentives and rewards. 

The students who excel in the classroom are treated 
like heroes. The school has no drug or gang problem 
and most students are the first in their family to 
graduate from high school. Some come from third generation 
welfare families . The Principal, John Adams, raises 
money to support the school from local businesses 
and from small fund-raising events. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Paul Adams, Principal 
Mrs. Reagan 
The students of Providence - St. Mel 



IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open press coverage. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

2:15 P.M. arrive at Providence - St. Mel 
Greeted by Principal Paul Adams 
Mrs. Reagan and you have 10-minute private meeting 
2:25 P.M. You (without Mrs. Reagan) go back stage 
in the Auditorium 
Introduction by Paul Adams 
Brief remarks 
2:35 P.M. Question and answer session with students 
3:00 P.M. Depart 

Talking points attached 
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lite <L&.il~· H111riu1 · in t1w ·.tu 1n111ufi11i: 1wigl1hor 
}1,.,u.J. un1u · t'\.i:'\h. in llw cn11 fi1ws of tlw pn ·­

i.l1nnlnatt·I~· l\l;u·I, ~,·l11h1L ' l'lwrr a11 · uo dn1~s 

i1.1 Ill<' hall,"" ' l11·;1y c .111 1•.1;illi ti rn i llw wall.<, 

Tht fl•••• dole• mlnatlon nl 
~1:.fi. :\fur\ruh mul p ;u1 ·uh 

th:tt ,.11.1hlt·.l PHJ\'irl1•nn • · 

St . ~kl tu 1.,wl. thr 1uiHhty 

C:l1k;.; J.tO :\1dul irn.,.~ r · ; 11111 

st;1r :di1·r· i' 1·,·1!1..-11'11 ifl 
llw f.ur. ,,f '·• 1H•ol fllllu i 

p:il l':ml A•bm-; atuf 11 1• . 
... 1aul1·11f1. (1 .-hl ,f.u1tf11w i>• 
f1unf t1f tfu' t 1I v.-.n nl•I 
ai1•. f i lntit111 ~d1 11 l, · 1d •. 

( 111·l1f ~ j .. 11 .. , , H ,,1. I'·" 

1• 111 · .. 11td '. (.df I n l.fl\1° 

'"""' ,. lr1 · .. 1 ~· 1 · Jf1•· -.1 ·h .. ul 

.: 

111> l1 wl~. 011 s 1·111 1nl 1·1p1ip1rwul ~., cl.1•,, 1011111 

rlonr~. 

I'nn·i<kllf '<" St. \It-I m:iy \\'t'll lw llw "'"·' ' 
r<'lll ;irlahlr· lii~h sd11>ol i11 ti"' l'!llll1l1y . 1\11! 
tlt ·spih · ils 11' c0H l nf ;u ·;tilru1iP 1•\:cr· f1, •11f"(' a1ul 

~1101) slwl<"11t 1l<"pnrl11wnl. llw 1'l y.-;11 ol1l i11 

stit1ifio11\ c\i'lli.' lld" \\ 0 ;1s S( •riou ~ly tl11c ·;1lc •unl 

tlii ' ~ ',.;IT . On ll"ly Tl111rMl:iy . 1hrr ·f' tb)·' ),,.f,.,, . 
E:1sl1T. llw Cl1ic-;1g11 Arc ·lodiol'('\f", tlw l:rrg1·,1 

Callooli" tlirn·< '"' in tlw ll .S. :11111 pos.<ihh- tllf' 
tidwsl i11 tlw w11rltl. loltl princip:i l Paul :\d;1111s 
;i \\'1ui1d 1111 lo ttgC'r fu11ct thr OTlf "t' ~t ll \\' hit (' 

.... 1·11001 A uu111h,•r nf n-;1\0U\ \H•n· li,tnl. i11 · 

..Jmli111'. 0111' lliat llw ~..!11111! lo;Hl f.1il1 ·d In rai"' 

r·111>111 : li ""'""Y 1>< ·,idn 111<1! P'"";<), ·d 1.y tlw 
:11dulioc·1 ·s.. ( altlo1111gl1 the schuol 10:111 i11 

1·r<'awd nnhi<l•· f111uli11v; fmm $10.000 111 Slilll . . 
()Oil sin«,. 1'171 wh"" tlw arduli'""''" fil't 
tl11.-ak1wd In d11 w· tlw i11slit11tion 11111.-" n111 -

~i1J.. f11t1Cli111 ~ "''" imT! '""'rl) . A1l:t111~ lif«1ally 
lwgi;:"d ..11111..11 ullil'ials to n •1·011.,i<ln, h111 llwy 

rdnst'f.I. Sr i, lasl )11111', !hi'. <lonrs of 1111• 'du~1l 
wi ·r r• dosl'rl . s11ppm1•11ly forr\'f'T. But they 



··i . ' 

No """ .. ,,.n•. r rnh••. ii ,. 11.1 1• ,1 
!. •. \ ,f. ., ., I .... ,,, .ii , I:,., 

H• ,L .1 :, I ' i ·l ·· ·· 1·:· ·!.!. " 

.it !I.. I 1. ... :1 ·" " ' \' "• · 1!.. 

1=: .. 1• l1•·" :! ;· " ' i " ' ' " ' t! .. 
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i 1 .. .. 

• Jf :111\' \dir1nl JllrlJl1'rf~· i ~. s fnfr·u . ;1}1 pf flu · \l11dt ·11t-. . 1t flw •. ,·f1 f1ol ;111 · 

lw l,l ff ' \J H H1·, ii1lr· ;1n<l :1 c o fl 1Tf io 11 i •. l . tl<"n 11p 1<1 <"Cl\ 1· 1 fl !(' 1·n' I o f f} w 

artidc 1111ks.s tlw ri-:d c1ilp1 ti ;, pni11f.-d 11nl 

• H :t ~ t11clC"ul l('a\'f' \ tlw 1n11lt1iu ~ ~ durin r. ~·(' lH10111nitt•, \\·i th1ud 1w1 

rr:i"inn tliat stw.l .. 11! j., "'"l'l'nl " \\'li; t l "" 1h1·\· 1wr ·ol In'.'." ""' rm ··"' 
A<b111' ;i•.h ":\Tl 1lw J,.;i111i1 1i: ;, t :i l.i111: pl:H ·•· in /,,.,.,. .. 

• H a sl11<lcnt walk-. 1111 tlw , clrnnl J'. L '"· tllf' •.f11<k11I i•. fi1wd <: ]() 

Th~t may , 01111'1 h;inl hut ii \\':t'• '\cL.111'> arnl sf1u!..111\ " f,., •.rnldc ·, 1 ll w 

fo\\~I. 
• ll a 'l11<l1·1JI ;, Lit1 • r .... d.i: ... 11111·1· li1111 ·'· , 11 ... . \!11111 ·111 i •. (inf'fl <:"1 . 

'Thn." · rnlr' m:I\ '1lllllfl li;r1'1t., 11111 tlu"··,... no1." A.!:1111' 1·\pl:iill' "Tl"' 
~t1ul< ·11f , wl1" arc· lwlf' t11 1.-:trrr .!1111 ' 1 111i111l llw111 at :ill Tli""' nrl1 ·:·. ;ow 

;wt11:1lh- 111 kn·p n11f tl11 · ~f111l<-11h " ·111• ,., ... ""' lwr1· l•1 " ""11 . Thi., , , .1 .. ... 1 

;., a pl:u 'j· of hu:.: inr:,:• . \:nl1 ~ ·n1111 · in . 1.11-• · t·; 111 · nf yo111 h11 .. lu1 ·~·~· ;111d \, ·:n ' " 
Of f'fllJP.< '. : I 1111 or l" '"l'lc · di.'.:tJ'.1<'1 ' will1 1111 ·." lln\\T\T), !llf'\ 1·1·tl:ri1Jh· 

r·1111lcl11 'I t!i•.;l/',lr.- will1 !!If' r<".111!" 'T"" '" ' .. . \\·1· cl"11 '1 krn· li111r · ,.,., .1 

lot of !011li -. h11c ·:: .. . " Ad:1111' c·o11limu •: . . "\\ 'c ' 11 · i11 .t li11:1twi:d pint'lr :i11d 

w f' 'tr 111111 .. ..-;t:rffi ·d 11 ;., i111p11rl:111I 11!;11 iii<· .,1111k1J1" 1111d1 ·r,l.11ul 111. 11 

;1ml 11111k1.,;ta11d wlrat w<· '''!"'<'' ilt•·111 '"do. I 1l"11't l1 ,1n· linw lo lod. 
tnY t1frie1• r:lf'l1 li!ll(' 1 )'." ""' 111 In \\'OH\' :1l11>11! lrwli1t) '. !Iii' 11Hi1 ·r· "' 

lh~t 11i:1d1inr. I 1!1111'1 Jr;n··· tilllf' ,., dc:il w itlr four 11r r;, ... o,l111lf'11h IT<'rY 

clav ahnnt l:orrlitu"·'·· Tlw "l:tfl :if llti., .,, ·Imo! li:i~ ton 111 .111•· 01rl1n tl1i11r:" 

\\.,: 1u•f·'t fa 1~ · dniu': to l'''"l' tlii•, ~tdHu•I ;1li\·c· 111 lw \n1.rri; ·11 :5'•01Jf ~.11d 1 
thing' Thi:,;., .1 phr'f' of l1·:irni11:'. . \\'1·'n· 11111 liii.~h pri1·1·d l1:rhy ,;111·1 '. 

"\\'h:tl \\ T h :!\'f ' tl111ll' lw11 · h 1 · h.1111~r tlw \ 'ah11 · ,;y , tnn . \\'lwu I lir"I 
got h<'l'f', just J.:<'llillj~ l1y witlt "' 111111· wrnk a\ J.l<>,'> il1l1 · W:t'> 1rn1sid1·1c ·d 
('II<:!. \\'r dra11p·d ;ill tli:11. !\:ow it\ 1·rn1l lo l)f' 1111 llw lu11H11 111ll ." <ln<' 

, ~r\- "' fufUh !1 !' ' " .~ , , , !IC ~ i ' ' " '\ ,I :11 ; . ! 111 · . 1.. ft ' · ~ 
d ,):1h\, . . 1..: · · ~ · l•, <\I ' "t' 1 ·r11l 1 ·1 . f· ·r •i11 " 11 1·.f111 1 l••1 1·, i.uu · 
\10, · .. r :1u1f J• 11 l id 1 !-.. !" ' " · ·'" F 1•t · f, ·.11 i1 r .fJ 11 , l n1. I'" 
r 11 •· .. , .~ , 1 .. .. r .. 1n·f,. ;, 1 .. . 1 .,, J1 ?, .. . , , , .. J.,f •. ,,.,., J, 11 ;: 
111 •. t r 11 f ' " ' \f. 1t 1 • ' J : 1 \ \,11 it .. ,,, "Ill '1 r \ ,, : . I I \ I'. l ,, ,, 11. ·: · · : •• 

l 11 1t1"1\ ' •J11 1 1. ·11t " ·1, . 1• l11 ·1 ·. \• .J ·111 f, ., 1 !lu · .J,,11f.} , 1L1 1t 

rra,011 !wing 011 111<· ho1111r roll ;, "coor is lwca1tS<' an)· strnlt-11t who 

•rr:ik• "• :ill ;\ ·, dm i11g :t '111 :1 rlc1 ;, 1du11<lt'<I hi, or lwr tuition. Tiu: 1:lwd, 
;., 111 :1<J,. n11l In lh<'.st11dt ·lll. 111)\ llw pa 1T11t "Tlw parent ili1l11't l':trll llt< · 

i:r :id"'' · 1111· ~tudcnt did, ·· 1\da111 ' <'Xplai11s quickly. 
l1<111i, ·:rll~ · . :\d;1111 , , '"''" p11!s i11 10 tu IS hom' a day a> lht· ,d1uol\ 

j.011 i t"' · g.111k1w1 a11d "T11 r ily g11:ral (lw li\'n in the 'd11111I), mT1·r 

\1 ·;1111r'1! 111 lw pri11dp;tl of J'ro,·id1 ·11cc·SL l\fd. !11 fact, h1· 'till d11l·>11' t . 

\\,1111 ll w j"h . \\'hilt • "J>nati11g :i L;,t foot! frand1~c, he 1.::;m1· tu tln­
,,d111ol :r·, .111 i111<'1i111 g11i1L11wr· n11111"·lor "'a fon.n for a fri1·111l. lmt.11"' . 
1w1·s,11r1· of h;11ulli11p: two jolis pr<>n••I loo much for him arnl h1• " " 
,.i;:rwd :.i tlw n11l 11r tl.11· ,d,ool yi·ar. But iu A11g11st tlri: pri111·ip.1l or 
tlw '" ''""'' ,.:rllcd am! o!k1<'d lii111 th" lop posiliou. 

"I , ,rid 'Nn. 1101 c11011gl1 """"' ~ · ,' .. Ada111s rl'ca\Js, "hut I 1ln:idnl 

'" l:ik1· it "" llw hasi:. of !wiping ki11'. :\utl. lil',.id1·,;, I had g111t1·11 all 11.e 
ll1i111~' I , ... .. ,!<-cl for 111y lill.li- nlack 1<1i1hllc-das' lif Pstrk. J'n· l1t·c11 

lwrr ,,,'\ ·1·11 p·ars 1111\\· , "·n·11 y1·ar' h10 lo11g. I h;uln't f.'XJlf'drd to Ill' 

lwr" J,111 lwo )'<«Ir ' whn1 I '-l ;1rted, lml l'vcry liml' I got rca<ly 111 Ji:;l\T 

;, 1·1 ;,is i ·a11u• 11p. Fi1 st tlrn•· w;1s t.li1· !;ilk almnt t:lmi11g the 'chool i11 

l!l7:i. ;urd """' tlris. Looi., like I'll 1:11tl up ltt: ing 1·;ough1 lier<' for arnrtlw1 

I"'" or I Irr<'• ' ycar,. " 

Tl,.. ''"ff :rrnl ~t11dc11h :rt Prm·i<lc11cc -St . ~kl have~ wo11 01w lrattl<'. 
!.111 tlll'y ha•·•· yd lo wi11 tllf' \\'aJ. They ~till llC:t:ll mom:y. Bn:a11"· uf 

llw firr :owia l pi1wh. ~t:rIT 111n11l1t:rs ufh:u hamllc juh~ unhi<k 111,.jr 

H 'J:11l;1r 1 l11t i1·s . 11 ;, 11<11 11111·01111no11 lo S<'C a11 iustruclm ledmi11g a 
~.111111·111 in llw l1111diro11111 al11111t tlu: coned answcn 1111 ye~ll'lll;ty·, 

:r :,, i ~',111111 · 111 ;cud 1lw11 walk i11lo 111<' kitd1c11 to joi11 olht'I' 1<-adw1:. I"'' 
p:r1ini~ llw day's l1111d1 . · 

(),,.. ill:.lrndor 'l"il'P"<l wl1ik <lbhi11g 0111 1101 rua'I hccf s;11uh,·idw,, 

. .. . . ' ~ ; ' TE:.-:::311 
. IU'll•A· 

HClnor :.q1io1 \ \ J ... . ~·. pi11 . 1 .. . 1 

IW dicaf I .trn·1. di~ 1 u.-. ... (· ~. Iii·. p!.m·. frn n1U1 f'. ' \~ 1rli 
:\d.1111 " , l , 11 i 11i ~ ,1 l1w ;1l. i11 1·!.1·.•.1 ·"· All ~~ln t l,.ut · .. 1lf' 1t · 

•111 11 • ·,I hi l. 1L 1· .:- l1 . df 1· 1~ u f r11!111•, , . 1·ul 1.1 111 t , .\ .llih 

11 , 11i"" " ·.· 11 i111 ~ ..... .. . 111111 11 . l ppl ~ 111 rJ.1q · '"!1" 1 ~. 

f 11 i 1,1 -. t flu 1 1 · \ 1 ·.n -. . ~ l $ 111 · t ~ c <1 1 '*.1 1 1 1:11t1: f ,1 • ur?1 ; 't · 



Lupin& hl&h, 11 .<1111J. ·nt 

(ri!!l1t) pr~di!'l ' ' tl•r " ·is­
~·r - li,-L: in the high 
jump while• d;1~.\'t1J :! l, ·to 

(hi ·lnw) r\o <·ali:c.il1coit-~. 

Athlrlk" . in"l11tli11J~ 
h.wl: ~111d li,•lcJ . km1i ..... 
ha ~l~: th;1Jl o.ncl lu,,, linf,.!, 
un· \ ·1tal to cnnl<·1durn . 

-

----····. ... 

"If I f'\'C"f lost tliis joh. r r::tll alwan ).!C'I 011c · as ;1 ("<H>k ." A1la111s say' 
of his ~!alf , "Tiii' ll-a1:lu·1~ ltm·1· l1 ·;tn11:d lhat tltis i ' 110( just a joh. 
ii\ :l W !l)' of Jifr." 

TlH' s1 ndc•111\ 11111l1Ts1arnl tlw pligl1! of 1l ... i1 '"hool. Tiu·y 

mamwcl tlw fnll1l line to sa\'t" tlw St"liool wlir11 ii "'"" slatc.,.J for 
l'dinl'lion and 1·011lii111c· to nm rna11y of its pn""""' fund - raisi11~ 
1•vr11ls. lncli<-:iti\'f' of this all il1ul1-. lhr ~rninr I'""" tlwuw was 
"St:1yi11' Ali"'" .. "Stnd1•11ts b'"''' what tltry :ir•• c·x111"C"tr-1l In 110, and 
they j11st do it," , ·ays I krrir ·l l'owc·ll . lfi, a junior "lt"s hard hrrl'. 
T l"1111ld ~o lo 1111 t•asicT ,,rJ11111l. li111 . I lwli1·n · tl1;1I wlar11 you lake 
tlit: 1•asy w:1y yo11 ,,.,ff,.,. i11 1111' lrn1g n111." . 

!\clams n•111ains as :ulana:ml :I\ 1·\•1·r ahoul llw snn·iv:il of 1!11• 

si ·liool. "\Vt• didn't go thn111i~ h all tl1is work j11st fur 011\' ycar," lw 
says. Tu k<'c-)l th1· mmwy n1111i11g in, h" C"ollllw:b hiugo ga1111•s 
tint'! ' days a Wt'l'k :uul oli" '" .!a11c'I·~ lwirt' a rn11ntli to snppll' ­
mrnl. mail -i11 c·onll'ilmli•111\ . \\'lwllll'!' l'r11vi1l1'11<·1·-SI. i\fr) will 
survi\'l• n ·maim to lw st'<'ll . E"'·" i\1la111s :11l111its lw h st·riously 
won ;,.,f. Hui if tlu· pro1~,.. ., , of lhc fa,I sh Y"a rs l':rn l>1• nsr'1 as an 

.i111liC'alur of wlwl 1.111' fulnl'I' l1nl1". tlw sd1ool ,,)11111!11 111akf' ii. 

PrevJd•~Ct ·St. Mtl s.tands. tall :um11 tlw ,l1hpulnk1l hrn1 ~:i 111! 1111 Chii ·;c ~o·~ \\l t•\:t 
Sitl''. J\n 1·~ti1u.-\1 · 11 $~.o.non i~ 1w, .. fi,·d tu 1qmit tlw 1H-y1·011 ol,1 huU(hu~, 
pn·,,•1111,r hriof! l"n1p.l11 l1y tlw s1·l11w 1I ~1c.n1 tlu· tutlc ·r. 11u· Si~!rr~ c1f rrovi<l1·1u,~ . 
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St. Pdel vs. Lcli:i1i 
fl • • .,, 

-JJr·esilge, JJriae 
rIRST I.ADY ~~ncv H:i"i' Hl':ig;m. formf'r ti.!' . S1·11 . A1!lai 

Stevel\son, CJrol Fox of Lyric Opt·r;1 f:imc, and ;di ~rmmd 
sports star Johnny Groth at!<'ndd what now _is i..:itm Sclwol, 
whr.re the nirn~nt tuition ~; t arL" ;1! ~:!.:~ 1:1 for kmdergarkn ;11.d 
run.c to S4.-!!l:> in the upp1.·r 1•rades. 

The prcstij:!ious :\l·<1r :\nrth Side inst ilnl ion JT)o. \ il l~~d from a 
tnC'rgcr of thr Latin Sl'hnol for Jloys ;ind !ht• L;1tm St'lmol for 
Girls. Latin's enrollmcnl. fron1 kimh·q•;11·ten up, is !K~. 

Latin means monry. pride. cxc-cllt"1cc, di!.t:iphnc, ;md trndi · 
ti on. 

.Rasr.hall's Johnny Hignry ;rnfl Fr:mk Q11iliri. has\..Pth:ill's 
Johnny Der. lcpcnd;iry J';uldy l>risi-oll of l'\orl11vestt'rn . the 
Chicago C~rdinals. :ind the !!Pars. phi:> snme who n·ad11«I the 
Slate's hip,h<'f political <'rilt'l<lllS - i111·bdi11~ ;\Jirh;wl ll•>W!l'lt 
and Arthur J . Bidwi\I -- ;ire n;rnws st ill n·vf'rPd at !hr. W•:st 
Side's l'rovidcncc -St. :.kl lli;:h School. Like L:1l in. Provi­
dence-St. Mel was horn ·of a mPrgPr : Proddf'm'<' Catholic 
girl 'i; srt.ool. anrl St . !\kl. which P<hiratPd Y.mm~ mrn for 50 
years prior to the marri;1~'.I' fnrrril hy ch;1ni;mr, 111 :1ghh1irhood 
conditions . tnducling a m·w junior high prni:;r•:m, · the l'ruVl· 
dence-St. Mel t'~,!!:':l.e~it ?s :llill . Tuition ro~ts ~~l<lO. 

Pro\•idence-Rt. Ml'i, a ht>;wnn in th<' ghetto. docs not ml'an 
money. 

PROVIDF.NCE-ST. MEI., PJwratrrl a.; a (ll"iVlllP .. dwol. '.'thr 
miraclr. sdKwl" 1;iru:e s1:ppPri wu!- w1tlodr<1v.-r1 by the C:1tholic: 
archdiocese, has a i;nawing need ior mon:~y . Of < ' O\H~e. ttung!; 
were diffrrr.nt whrn l'ro\·ir! .. nre's rolls 111ducll'd yu11111: ladit.·s 
with such surnames a.o.; l\-!d;uin', Tohin, Sulli\'i.111, Sh1:eh;111. 
Ryan, and Moran. That_ was the a1~e _when St. J\kl> studrnt 
roster hi~hlightcd th<' Hi~neys. l)11!11(' ts. l'un:dls . ioi;111~htons, 
Aschcnbrcnners. Ryhskis . ;,J«G11i·r,,, .;oicn:-.ons , ;ind O'K(•1•fr.s. 

But cxct'lle.nce, prirl<'. di:.wipli1w, an1i tradition r~nwin as 
highly prized at strug;~lin1.\ l'n'v1dPnc:e -St. Mel ~•s at. affhu•nl 
Latin. 

Latin and Providrncr· St. J\kl. sd1r1<1ls I h;il Sf'<'ITI so <'ont r;1sl · 
ing and yet an• so similar af';uii.-rnically ;ind al11lt'l ica lly. 1mik 
in a partv Wc<lnr!'>rbv ni~ht in St. (;n·;~ory's r,ymn;1.-..i.1m. on 
Ashland Avenue just a block south oi Hr:-•n l\.l:twr . 1\11! it's not 
goin~ to be a fete to rrminisrr ;ih1111t l\arwy Hea~!a11 arnl Adlai 
Stevenson. about Pandy l>risn•ll and i\likP. Howle•! !L ·s a 
basket ba.11 party, a Class A s1:1t" trnirn;i;nenl. :-;hoolout. 
Wednesday nil!hl, East rlnrs nw<'f W•·st, or. r:itlwr. Near 
North .mel':ts Wr.<:t Sirlt• , :md tlio1wh H11d_,·;;rcl Kiplin1~ can'! be 
there tc detail the s:t J!.:i . thr city's s;·1orts writrrs will. 

Lat.ir, sloriNl in pri\·:tf!' sdionl c·omiwt ii ion sim·" I ;r11th 
Clater a -ma inr k;i1~1w ha><•h;oll st;crl "Jl;iril«d ii~ ; 1«;1 111,,. on ttw 
gridiron . rxili sh('rl maple" . and di;i11w11d. :;cws inlo this ;-q:ion · 
_al playoff with an 18-12 record . 

PfiO\'IDEl'\CE-ST. illEI., with a 23-3 record. am! IH!-6? 
conqueror of Central YMCA in ~londay·s regional open{·r. will 
be the favorite . The short-but-f;:st Kni!.!hls are r;itt><l the i\o. :i 
Class ~ team in Illinois and scent a state champion!'hip th:it 
would inspire olrl St. :\kl grads lo reminisce about the great 
basketliall conq11ests of days gone b;-. · 

Because, while Latin now has the money. Providence-St. 
illel has the basketball tradition.· 

SL Mel's Knit:hts ..,,·ere the national Catholic chamoium; in 
19:!5. Fout" seasons later, with Driscoll c~aching· ba~k~thall as 
well :is footh;ill, u11Jdtal~u SL !\lei was the ,\Ji -ChiC'aeo 
champion <beating Crane Tech. public school titli~tl ;ir,d 
favorite to win anothf•r national Catholic Crn\\'n. l i r.iortunai.e­
ly, two St. i\lel players wrre derlared ineligibl~. and thr. S(IU;;d . 

voted to forego the national meet al Loyola rather than 
compete without its disfranchised players. · 

The gr£"<ilest mnrr•ent in St . ~.lcl's basketball hbtory. thou{!h. 
came in Chicago 5tadmm in late 1\farch; 1!154. That e\·cmng 
the Knights were solid underdogs to Coach Jim Brown·s Du 
Sable Public League champions. Jed by Paxton L11rnuk:n. 
Sweet Charlie Brown, Shellie McMillo:i and .i\lch.in;rv 
Cowse.n. ' · 

Du Sable had beaten St. Mel e;1rly in the" season. G!l-:>-t. anrt 
subsequently excilf'.d Chicagoans by advancing throii:.:h . !Ir~ 
state tournament before losing to J\It. Vernon -in titc f1n.ils, 
76-70. lt was the first time that a Chicago team h;id ~·•me :-.o 
far in state compt>t.ition . and bei:an an era wh<·rc (·i1irJt'f> 
entries would come dose to dominating the meet. · ·' 

RUT DU SAnLE was In for a 11<urpris~ : St. Mel , ro:ichl'd bv 
Jim Weaver and paced by such as Edciic Gleason 1who mis~ed 
the first gr.me with Du Sable>, Andy Sloan. and Pat B11\·Jc. 
romped_ to victory, 83-74 • .in the Chicaj!o charr.rinn~hip durl . 
That mght wine Oowed freely at Ecidie O'l..e.an"s. Fred 
White's, !\!other !\kKenna's, and similar mineral ;prm~c; on 
the West Side. 

Wednesday night, against Latin, Providencr-SL i\lr.I -
coached by Torn Shields and featurin~ Tom Brown. Hr .: ~ie 
Johnson, Ron Virgil, Vernal Turner, .Mike Parker, and i. ... '. ru:v 
TolliVl'r - seeks to fu11her its claim to bein~ anoth'!r Cin­
derella team. But that's of little import. Providcnct! ·SL '.\lei. 
when the real score is lotalc<l, already has proven to tr the 
town's Cinderella school. That's the big story, and the man 
behind it is the principal. Paul J. Adams . Paui h;;s rallir!i a 
!;Choo! that aimnst closed it,; doors in l'.378, when archdiocf .:e 
support was c:rnceltrl . HP. is St. ;\lei's star of thi!'. a:~(!. 

"It hasn't been ('asy," says the n.ltive Alabaman. "f'unih 
for support aren't coming in like they did a couple of yc<1rs 
ago. If this was a business. we would have been banhrnpt 
months ago. But we're in education." 

_,.. 

ADAMS IS PIU1'iCIPAL. !:und-raiser. and genera·! inainlt-· 
nance man. He insisls on high academics. "I want an A at 
Providence-St. r.1c1 to mean the same as an A at Northwestl'rn 
University," he snys. And he is a bear on discipline. "D1<ci11-
line is c·verythim:." says Adams. "If my students can'l oount'c 
the books. they r:<tn•t bounce the ball. 

"\\'<: eliminated our junior high and frest>man baskel!iall 
teams this y~:tr becnuse the players \\'eren't makir.;! tlce 
scholastic average. I would have climin;ited the varsitv. :0<1. li 
!hr. pl4!ycrs were not makin_g the grades. Academic rl; ~' l'H ,i. rw 
makes good athletes; athletic· discipline dl.-'CS not m;.~~ 
academic stars. I'm tired of seeing black athletes cxploilc<l. I 
want them disciplined an<l educated." 

Provid<:nc:c-Sl. Mel needs {ur.ds. Jndustry can help. You c:m 
support the SJO bPncfit fashicm show at the sch•;ol ;\l;1 rr li ::.'L 
Or send a uona1i911 to Providence-St. Mel, Jl!l S. Central l'arK 
Blvd., Chicago. Help some winners. 

... 
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Providence-St. Mel enioys a national 

w,.. hit-lirvr in tht: ,-rration of 
inttpirffl Ii\."("~ prntfurrd l•y thr· n111.-.1 1': 
nf lurd work .. . Wr hehr\•r th<1t onr: 
run•I ".am thr nl:fH tv ,1,.t~111 . \ ·llr 
l)t"Jtn"t' thRt...,. ... -An t~lc.r chitt pl." r, tlP~ 
n"rr1t, this /lf"()plr-. anrl nviJir ;1 l"f"-ttrt 
pl•r,.., a ,._..tfrr- rinu\ ~ntf .i 1..,-tt<>t 

pt"f'l;-tf~ "-'"ith ("..,~r~ hdp wr WJIJ 
rithr1 firul ;l ,,_ .... _. , ,.,., ni;1Nr vnr. 

Ft "rn thr. M1•s1un !\t;:nr1nrni ot 
Providl"n<l"·St. M<"I High Sdmol. 

By CHARLES BURGESS 
Glob.-0-rot Education Writer 

CfflCl\GO - .t.n Did'°"' m"1ltlons ""m" 
chlfll' •hat ...,.,ldn't ~ •hut down In !hi• 
lcddlln' IO'Wll and lh<: SUf~ior1ero uf 
Pn>vldro<',._St_ MPl Hlj;h Sd111cil rhlnk I! 
"htrultf M tndu.1N'l t~ thr 1u1w- r 11r: i~ 

rr>·ls«l . 
In a ,...,.,.,.r .iniu•~ fr1r """'lval. th .. 

acboo! ·•n .a. detf'!t1nnona wn.t aid,. 
11t1Jhborhooc1 hu arqul""" oorMlhlna al • 
ltaM>d•ry national 1r;n>1arluf1 for acad~n•i< 
adliP'nl'llrnt, dlsclpllM Md ... 11.rellanr fund 
ralatrw. 

There ire many lnotances in hl•tnry 
whrn thP lnni;cnceo o! an Individual, "" 
111 .. or an lntlltutlan ha"" rong-.J ""''ward 
hi lnopjrin& aiplrallm. In a brl•r tlmr, 
~SL Mrl ...,ms to have ni•ck a 
~ start towu'lf Iha! s1u11~ . 

ltepnnrn lrnm lht N~• 'l'ork Timr., 
Th,,• Ma&nlne , Ebony and uthcr 
pu!>llutlnnl havr hrip<'<I chrr:rnld~ hoth Ille 
llO!nrt11n-dltf"llNI f&Cls and th<' l'""'' illjl 
klffid abolll lhr flvr-11ory. 1 ... 11.-likr. 
ICMol at llt South Ct'fllraJ J>ark . U.. 
acmunl 1>u lmpllrallnr,, ro< Ow- rNmu uf 
"'"JM'<"!°"' but frnanc:lally hard· prr«1tro 
pnvatt and JMl.rtochl•l ach.:JOI• ..... i.iug lo 
ttay alln tn many cl!l..s . 

F1Uurt er m<YYe:tnf'nl tn shfo ,.ubm M ha~ 
hfit!r'I tl"tt' f1tr cf many 11mn.r· M"t..ioi~ . Jn SL 
Lools, for 1:umplP, tl>P Catholic parcx·htal 
l)'Stem ha• cloioed oc mr:r11"" !Kim• half 
do.rn hlsh schools In lht lnorr 'ily 5it><.c 
Wnnd War II . A ,....... hi11h ""hool, CaNllnsl 
lt!On Callt~ l'n'.p. I• th< "''' •nrviv"' . 

;.. compr•hrnslve Jtudy by 1hr St. Luu!> 
Att!IC!'°"""" found thal collr11c 111~1111a1tH y 
pmeranu wu.., wh&t !M P""IM of Ill<' 
P"domllWlll)' pour. black North SL. LOI.Ii> 
nelJhhorboods wanl"" IQ JllVt theft clllld,.n 
apportwitry. . 

'Ti>el'<'.'a been a paralltl 1llo81km In thr 
virtually all-blad. uu Isom whi<h 
C111e.ti10·1 T'nn1dr.nc..,.s1. Mtl d, ... ,. '" 
111adents, who anraa• ll:>Uh 1111de ~vel 
ar.httvr.m.r.nt w~n 1dmitled a1 t, f!!iil1m~u. 
.. YI Prtnclp&l raul A4anu. 

But of thooc: who flnd thr. 1 .. ui4m (many 
by worklni or lnt~ma! ad>ula• •lilµ J>•l't .,), 
conquts tht: r:xa,Una J.( adr.mk pnljtt •m 
and mH"f U'\t' n.,td bfoh&\' \or ._,.,M:$auh, •I 
Int! Ill per<r:nt entrr coll•11•. hr rlaim• 

O.ipf1f' 1n •lmm.1 nm•l•nl 1 d~,.., 
th\Ja1lno s\n<.,. UnU wi1h lhr f•lh•>H L 
Ar<:Mlocr~~ cir Chlct.g(i •C"'t"' ,,,-vr1 I"(, ht 
J~. IJ71, Adams ls optirnl•llr that a 
('OftURUf'd tmJlh&!b (IC\&< Sd4"nth" f'IU rlh·m·f' 

•111 ~"'I' rrovtd=rf'-5t . Md ali•t 
-"Bt-tidf-1.. H's <hr.aptt hl nm fulir,c,. IH""P 

ti\an a vlX.ationa.J pruiram:· hr uuS ··1 fo~ 
tht youn1~ttn hirrr much mmf' S("rJour. 

•'•"" ... t-uu Ow.y llTr" dcJIJlj( th11n H hit of ~u~h 
.. rhnol ~hlf'ft"nf ." , " :rn h1 nuHt1 tru1 lw1 ' ;t\lr1 

Mnrv M=tJr<btl~n . ~ r 
S~'o;" I~ Jrra'111arr nf tli~ !,:.r'h"ol " ·lw n 

h "'"" l'J'f ... ra1t'd hy thr S1t.lrr"' nr Pn1vut.~ n,-r 
Im ahouf l,200 JClrfs "' thf" lht•n . 
p2rduminanC1}' lri-.;h Amt'r11· w.n 
rM"lf.ht•fl"t'l<w •1 Mr rw·r r·am"'." m t!Jifilf -.;1hnll 
mf'lllr ~t M,..J . O(M"tn1, ..... 1 uncil lhrr~ h) tlw 
r ·hri"tfhui AM"i<hrt"' anct 1\Jtf!H'tl frn 1.u1 111.·.f; 
ron•rmf"'"''"" of St p,., ,;, k r h• · .tll hl ;11 k 
mrY.,Umf"nt t~ ahout :t'>O nnw. 1 ~nwn from .l1X1 
la . .i r~n . 

Thr tmlldinJt I~ ~·~"' fmm U\.f'" ,,_t~fen . 
hnt F.i~Cl"f M•ry t!f. fhf' noJ:_.• mr.mh••1 nl n 
r•li.-;uu!'lii on1 .. r nn Ow M:hool'J. rrJ(Hl :u 
(ant'1y now. 5~ tou.ht 'hf'ff' bt'-fnT.P Jlnllljil; 10 
thr rn;fi. 1Ml'A tn ~t t .nnt!l IHt'"A ~rhnol:". 

lnrhl<'lln11 lh<' f'TlnrlJ""I f'O"t •t Krnu .. ly l!Jl(h 
~hnnt . M11.nc-h~t .. r n .. r lMurn "'a!\. hrr UIA"CI 

-~ ••t 1ht,,\t f t""flln ht" mnt"" humnnhrrt l1 r th~ · 

rhildrf'T\ hr~ who ar< •howh>,11 that 11,..): will 
"'11 hi- d~umenb"fliCf ttv tht'" C'OMilion" 
amund llM'm." ~~ uld . · 

Thf' facutcy of JO i!'> f"Vf"Uf)• dh>HJrd 
""'"'"'""""" hlAdc~ anrl whH~ Ma;ny of fhf.'m do 
admfnkn1dve work •~ ..,f':tl •!IJ h'.iH·h 
!ialalif'l< anrtte $10,7!'>0 ·y .. rly, wf'U hrtow 
avrn111,,. In 0\1~•110'• f'Ul>lk and parn<'hlal 
!t)'Trm< S.. Wl\l• fin lhry ••~y? 

••'T"lw-,.,.." tnorr- Mlu-at hm iotn1 nn tr lhi~ 
...-1 than In any Mith ..:ho<Jl in <.liirai;o . 
Kkt~ .,... lt-amtnJ(. end you rJtn !SN it 
~•f1P'"11:' •aid Harv")' M r;,.~~ . t-.u ~ 1rr ., 
•~,..,.~,. 11nd attmt~inn~ •\itf'Mor Tilf' Y;ih­
r.,...tlmttf" rA."1f"' tn r-rnV1rlrnn• c;., . Mr-I n11ri 
r'fl(ht y~,..,, tn \ldr.a.o PuhHr $chnols 

A.nlhnny WllH•m• . ..-n•nr dn~!l pr~Mr·nt . 

tr•"~'~"N'I tn Prm:idM\<·r 51 Mr J in Ju~ 
jur»M y.,.r, •NI lw on U~ h:t:->k4"fbntl 1rant 
H~ 4nrc r\fl.rir1d Rn<1 mRtnfrnnnr<" ...... Ul 'k 1n 
H~u nf" ?"rllnn at 1hf'" S1~ annu.-1 tu i!ion 

Thr t"ht .. t •f'•dr-mjr fm~111rt h.r hn ~. frH in 
maintJ1intnat • R a\',.r1t1r f~ ··u-~, homrY•uck . 
H '""'"' In ~rt~ ... _..,..... t""H.JttirN\ "' ~fllt1y in 
thft. lltvr•u"\• ~"" 11n hour and A hAll l•drnf' 
rr•rttrtn; And thl"'n tt•:-;: h ·,.Jk:> RI homr 
t-"tffrvnl~h1 . ·• 

A,.h,.~or f.'(M1f"ti ar111 !lhir(, brn fail . 
Anthony- ~11M Am""" th,.m Pn~,.,.~"'-ifU1 nf 
rln~. •lt""Ohhhr ~,..,Jllll~r<!t or v.•rarwiu.· .. 
m,.•M autnm1ulr "'"f'"l'l~ton '.\.1u<Jr.-n1r. , .At1 ' t 

~mmcr tn nr ""'""r tht: !llC-hf'l01 Orr"".~ mn).t t~ 
rwr•t and mt'W1Mt FtahHn1t (1 r <11rUn.:_ ,. l"J11 ..... :(. 
wttl\mtf ~rmi,5fon mf'"Ano:. ~u~prn-'iun . 

T•"1"I~!\ brinr • ffnr or phr.lr•l wurk 
A!'!'IJn,.,..,.,..t . 

i-ut th,. rnr1~ "'"' nnf l\urf1rri~1mr.. 

Anll>nny .• .. Id · "W~··~ lru1rd Uk<". y11un11 
at1uft• U m•k~ )'OU ff"t"I Ukr- YtJ\n "rf' io 
t"nU,.it~ al,.,..•lt)· •• 

0 w,. ,,.,,,.,., ••"' lrM• ""hn ar~ -oioJt In 
m~,.~ u• uri And m-'i:.fl' trnohte h~rr '° ..... .,. 
c--111n"1 ~frat• ,.,,, wh:.t.I w,. ' rr dot n_l , " 

'--It\ ~f1h~T Arl11Mtn~ f"H.,,.l~ 

Tiff. STAFF' t~ Nl'lllJ~IA~M lor 
prr~rfVl"£ lhc- JthouJ ~ur.\ heyumJ th~ 

tf'achr1'!'1 C:ook FlrJtnma h'"' thdrf1 fm:!th 
~1 •dr ~o. h1:lfll in ~r n111h•r M1"\ .'\f.•;, 1ppt . ·1 hJr<" 
,,f hf'r rit(h1 d1ildr..-11 a11rn11 )'rov1dr.n1 f'. ~1 
Mrl . An<rthr.t ,, l\<1UHtnl n1,.1f'. A.rttl ~U;( 1fht"l 

qufl ··~v,.n thou~h Mr AdMms tnf'd 
C""\'r,y<hina h.- could to k~V him .·· 

Hf'r hu~hand 11 oo di~t>1J11y prn~wn . and 
U"' • '<1uulr tu r•ii..r lh,.. lul11on rrnn1ry 
"\\' r wm titl u ·~ lonx .:\ l.11Ki 1(1 to-o IJ'\ 

!-1f<' flJClh. Thr puhlfr "'-ho1 1I"\ tan havr tl1r 

(Reprint) 
Ocr 20.21, 1979 lk Coul& ~lohr.llrmo1r•I 
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Principal Poul Adoml of Providence-St. Mel High School in 
Chicago, left, 'alks to one of the students during their lunch breok. 
Sludents tolklng things over, right, at the school 
enhance.· 

falhn,.,. My rhi\dt.-n Ar,. nnr ~ofor; to have 
rn t•~• lnw."l"lylnj! to"" " 

Ch\rf nr•forlSAn Waltt"t" OtimalArk. 7n. ha~ 
~ "' tM ~rhnnl .:t~ Y"""""· Anti VOtJd~'"~ frrr 
•h,. ~1 .y ... ,.,...rdd "'n1r-turP dMph' niof Jtak."· 
nhv1on~ n~ of ir;1,..rinr paint •nd ('"ity 
'"~fW'C"fi"" qualm-.. A~tr l"c-k. nf a "f'U(nldf'1 
~v~trm . 

••'fnt~ '" ,. ~"'l(f hnHdtn~ Jt'" trnn 11nt1 
rl'nt"frlP. . JUtti W" ntd gnjnf. ft) fAll dnwn or 
hom<lr>'•••>."llf'""lt! 

Mint.n rwir,. .w,..,..ldv 1tt (l\fo !\rhonl ha ... 
hPlr-i lhr fn"'1 <lr\vf'<, orvl l«'pr up 
N11Tlmunity h1trf?:'\t Thf" nr-1ghhnrhond hlor.·k 
duh 1l!'.C1 ~ doruuinR fnr a much.T>f"f"'df'.'d 
~noWf)lnw, •nci ~u ~mh--n: w11trh fur 
h\tnWrt nr v•"""'~ 

.. Thb t~ Q"tf"' nf nur ~~ !trhtll'\I~ anrl wtt 
arr OJM'imf~ntr that tt wUl not ha\"ft 10 dMr;' 
~;rt M•ttfP Simr"on. ~·lm ha< Hvfl'd arn~ 
lhf' !Ur~t fnr II; Vl'"'Nf"!i 

Thr l"rP."'-1. 'mo~t ("ontmv,.r.thtl fnrrr m 
hnfh ttw J .. p.r-nt1~ JtM th~ f1tt'"h JllfwNll 

PnwJt1~r,. .St M_.,J r~nAlnly 1!11 Atf«m~ . ~ -

prl,,,.lf"ll ~·""~ l!l'll . 
Hr arlmlnl~t~r,1; . tt-Jtc:-hfo~ t.nt1 ttv,.., c;n a 

room °"""' nc-rHp~ hy nun') tn thi!t­
hutld!na : f"'l"SOn•lly sandblutNI 1rlmP and 
«r•ffl'ttt frnm tu de~!dt:tl fa,·adt-: 
""T"'"rvi11;fl'd "tutl.-nt~ •nf't 1t1aff,.N ln tht 
~r'\\nl tlu•1 m"M tt!ll. Jl:""'"'<'l* •n 1!11.hsntf or 
a.--n: !rd adr1Vf' lhal N>ttl!M...i $1711,000 fnr 
1h,. UJ7" 1~79 ~h11nl , ..... r .. •M h.n ...,_f.Utt • 
nrw ,,,.... far SlM Cnl. H"f' t't11:irM 1hfl'" 
PT"fwi11'.-n ........ ~t Mf"I C..nfl"'r•rtnn durtni It!!. 
t4"C tndt-JW"n<1f'nl Y,...'" 1n AUf'1!'f ronfrol 
•• ._ rn~ nv.-r ro • ru·b.lly .mbM n. 
m,..mhr-r hotl:rd of hu~i...,~'rnHI. tJnR')'mM'I 
entf pa~nf!ll. . 

'1n1Jull" 1,. nothtna ~w tn rhl-. ••ll, 
nr11trd~'1 At•h•m•-hnrn man nr 
hm'1M1m,.nt11ll"r R"ptt;.r Nrktmtind Tn tu-c: 
ll""f"'T\t ht- {\8rtldp.et"'1 in th.- hf!ttork hu~ 
hnvn1U 11"<1 tw tt..P Rlf"v Mk"ln \ OO'lif"r Kmi 
tn Moni111mt>ry . Ad•m~ was: f''lpt'ilrd from 
an A la ha ma t:Oll""J:if" for «.ulu .. qurnt 
.lfOVl'li.lfl Ht- r-vrntukll¥ ~•M"N\ a m,..,, .. r ·~ 

itr~ r ,.,. at N rinh.ii-11~tl"~ .~1111.- Unh·rr-.:tty >n 
( h1r11an 

Ht's a prDlid anJ conr.dronl man. lfr. 
reaction to tilt' lall~ff In enroflment fr'!rm 
la.'11 )'elU la l)'plcal; 

"We could n.ve had ,._.. •'""""''· but 
lumed dciwn » P"rc&nt ol the &pplicah" 
becau•e they weren't academlca<I~ 
qualifi..i! . We will stall our own jwvor h~h 
nut Ian . Thal will help our Mf'Olhnffll and 
incnmc, al>ll It alMl &Ive "' 11uclen11 belter 
prepared lhan we &t!l llUW." 

Adami adml15 he bmd lea()' relallcmlilpo 
with ardrdioceit&n ulllctals before thP. bruk 
ln lt78, wt.en an aMllLI llU!nldy averaJt>nJ; 
mure tluu1 ll!I0,000 was wt off. Ilia rtacllon 
was IO po<rsua~ an adnnialq firm 10 
<kn.ale money Im: a lull-p&1e .Ml 111 llw Wall 
Srr- Journal lhat was headlined "l40 Xlds 
(!lit 1»77-lm t!tlrollment) Are Abuut .IP 
Learn Hard Work lsn 'I Wurth a Damn.·· 

"fl~• tG""' yw're d<iiftl •job if vou 
nm a 1toucl school and 1ot 1ood result•. D&i 
rhe arcbdwc""' llitd tu c:\I..., ua fur y.o.ant, 
A.lams told this rl\'fJOner. In~ CriMS seven 
)"""' a10, the •chwl be1an Ill uwn ftmrl 
raisina, arwl cut the ... blldy ~from tll1' 
archldocese In half, he 111d. 

Al lhe Um• ol IM 1m c11101!, ~ 
archclloc:esl! reaponded Ill 1Wament1 Ada'll! 
was maklJll by pladq a llllliJ&le ad In ~ 
Oilcqo Trliiune. 

II auuted lha1 ttU1lon •un't be!'!f 
11vt11 proper emphalla In IM ochool, 1J4< 
mrollmen1 had dropped ateadlly altlluUfh 
1ht ochool drawa from • lllrp area, Iha! ~ 
cuot ·per.pupCI aDd allrlllon ldropout) 1a1t 
uceed..i! other C&Ululk: hlJh oclluuJa ~ 
Illa.I !he ichoof's own reporu 1l>r>wtd ·Ii 
fll'~nt nr t.-u: nf (t'adualet a!IM>tlln, 
roll~. rather than IQ 

Thr Rtv 1l'1ltu M. Wllcl!Kl. dtredur~I 
hl'h """''"'~ for lbr archdt~. >ay1 
au·f'hthrr'"'5' h•~ J"Pf"~h·~ unfalr bl•me 
I.ht conllnulni1 <lebalP. 

" Wr wnrkPd hire! to hep tho sc~ 
thr1 ~ . bul our rnourcu .,.. llmltf!d. -rr., 
•hnkP had lo be ma<k on tht C.tMiTt 
l'dU<..a!lon P"""'!\C'< (on IN wnc •id!-.) .""1 
rh~ <"holff ,. . ._. to hlV~ It In porU'i 
tlPrMtllar)' ochools;' M &aid. . 



BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT 

Providence-St. Mel High Schoo] has becc.me a national model :f.n pro­

viding quality education in an urb::m comnmnity. Despite its location 

in a community that borders on ec-onomJc disaster, it is an educational 

institution that challcnget; its stndc>nts to make successes of their 

lives. 

HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE-ST. MEL l!ll.H SCHOOL 

In 1886 a group of Sisters came from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana, 

where six French Sisters had cs tab lished the Congregation of the Sisters 

of Providence in 1840, to tcad~ in the elementary schools now known as 

St. Mel's and ·our Ludy of Sorrows. The following year a room in Our 

La<ly of Sorrows school was given over to the "high school rlepartment" 

of one teacher and nine pupils. By 1897 the growing Our Lady of Provi­

denc(;: Academy moved into its own bujld:fng on the southwest corner of 

Van Buren Street and Albany Avenue. Accreditation by the North Central 

Association of Secondary Schools came in 1913 with an A rating wich 

Providence has maintained throughout its history. 

In 1921 the late Cardinal Hundelcin selected the academy as a regional 

high school and changed :f. ts name to Pro\. idence High School. By the mid 

1920's a greatly expanded enrollment necessitated the erection of a new 

building which opened in March, 1929, at its present location. For many 

years Providence High School was one of Chicago's foremost Catholic 

girls' schools, with capacity enroJ lments of 1200 and notable partici­

pation in educntional, civic and church-related acti~ities. 



By thP. 1 at~ 19(10' s the lo ca le of Provi d<:'nce High School and that of 

the neighboring St. Me1 High Sc hool for hoys, conducted by the 

Christl<In Tlroth<~rs, had rwcrnne "lnnt~r clty" w·lth dP.r.rp;:i.sing enrollments 

and incr<>asing student need~. Repn'srntative.s of the Sisters, Rrothers, · 

;m<l thP An·hdlc)('. Pse of 1.ldcago (now partially snhsi<li1.ing both :institu­

tions) dr>cidc>d to housP ho.th schools at "Providence. For the 1968-69 

school year the two schools, now 11nclPr one · roof, continued their sepa­

ral.t-~ ldent.ity ;mt! OJH~rat:!nn, ;m :1-rnmgPr.lf•nt which proveil 11ns.::itJsfa1:tory. 

Inner l'.ity unrest and ;igltat1on ;idclcd to the problem. 

1n September., 1969, a mPrging of tlw two sdwols solved Rome of the 

diff!niltit•s. F.lnanri<il ;mcl pPrsonnt"l prohl.ems, however, were reaching 

projHn-tions which nP.ithPr n•li.gio11s congrP.gation felt it could handle. 

Th£> An·hdiocPs<> too was "W(•fghinf', whether it rould--or should--:1.ncrease 

the suhstantlal subsidy It was now giving to ·Providence-St. Mel. By 

the Spring of ] 971 the s i I unt ion . hnd reached a crisis, wi. th temporary 

susppnsimis of hoth priy"ro11 ;md 1· 1assP.s, and a resulting determined 

effort on the pilrt of st1H1Pnts, p<H£>nts imd others tci save the school. 

Ry this time t.li<.> Arc1tcl I on•se had ;H:;snmed thE> m::ijor portion of the respon­

sibility for the school. 

WhJle the S.i.sters of Prnviclf'JH'l' could no longer make a personnel com­

mitmi:"nt--the nrothPrF• h:id a1rP.icly i.nclic.·.:ttecl their witl1dr;rua1 at the end 

of the year--they did offr>r tlw continued use of their building as a 

corporate •.·on tr Jhuti.on to the i nnPr c-i ty apostolate "1t rrnv1 dcnce-St • . M~l. 

This arrangrmpnt with th<• Archcl I oc<~sp, <it the token rental of one dollar 

annually continued until .lune, 1978. 
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Dudng the :summer of 1970 the fnculty of Providence-St. Hel, now an 

Archdioresan H.1.gh School, bep,:rn the tnsk of assessing the neccs of 

tht:' new sodfl-~conomic commmdty in which it found itself. Implemen­

tation of this ;isst'ssmcnt lC'd to thC' development of community-based 

structures. P rovi<lenre-St. Hcl snw it self as accountable in its edu­

cational C'fforts to parents •m.d sturl i~ nts. '111e structures developed 

were: the Stmit>nt-Parent-fac ul ty Conn c .i l, Di sciplj ne l.ourt, Hiring 

and Review T\oard, ;mo Curriculum C.omndttc•e. Each structure incorporated 

a tripartite mcmhershi.p" prtrrnts, fit ml en ts and f2culty having decision­

makinr, po"1Pr. Tn fo11owjnp., t-his mnde of .'1 c t.lon, Providence-St. Mel ad­

mir::ibJy fulfi1l.:_•d the colleP,inl spirit of Vatican II in carryinr. on the 

trtldition of rei:;ponse to thE' "sirns of the times" exhibited by the original . 

'Providence High School. 

In 1972 Mr. P;111l J. Adams was hlred ns prlnd.pRl. He immediately began 

working towar<l :i thrust for excel ll"nC'c i11 the school's academic program. 

Adam :md his sl::iff, to~etlwr with thl" stn-ients ancl community, began tbe 

i:;tr1c:t <liscip1 in:iry .'1n<l Ac';Hlc•rni <'. st-;mc'l :inls within which the school currently 

operates. Al thonr,h greRt. stri 1lr. ~• were m;Hk in establishjng a "no nonsense" 

school, rroviden cc--St. Mel c.ontinuecl to he pl :igued hy financ.ial difficulties. 

The Archclior·cs<' iLgnin <Jt1estion0c1 whl"thcr It should continue to subsidize 

the school amf, in fact, did ;mnoun c e ;i .1tm<':, 1974, closing. With the gene­

rosity of thf' ;,istc>.rs of Proviclenr.£• in offer.in~-~ the continued use of their 

buildinR thr school w;is nhlP 1-n continue its etlucational n>issJon on the West 

side of Chicm~o. 

After this 1war··c1 Psing e ri s -I:-; in 1Q74, Prcwiclen ce-St. Me l increased its own 
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fund rnJsing from,, Httlc ow·r $10,000 Jn 1973-74 to an amount in 

excess nf $100,000 i.n 1977-78. nurins; this s."lITle period the subsidy 

from the Arrhdi oc.ese decrcasP.d from $239 ,000 to $150 ,000. 

On Mrirch 21, 1978, the l.Rtholic. /\rchdiorr.~w of Chicago r1.bruptly issued 

notice thnt it would not cont· in11t:' lts suhsicly for the 1978-79 school 

year, tlwr£>hy onlc-rlng the closing of t·hp school in June, 1978. Unfor-

t-1111.'ltf'ly, no romm11nic.>.t:fon 1.1i111 sf'hool offlri;ils, p:'1rent.s or the westside 

p;iri shi>s h ;ul Jfff' ceded this Clnno111H 'PlTIPll t, nor h ;:ul e f Forts hePn made to 

work out proc.ednrcs to try to keep the> school open. 

THE COMMllNTTY SlllHWUNIHNC: l'IWVTDENCE-ST. HEI. HJ<;H SCHOOL 

Providence-St. MpJ H:lgh Srlwol is lor::ite<l on <:hicago's West sirle in a 

predominantly Bl;11·k co111lllmi1·y. Tt is lnratPCl fn ;i eommunlty that is 

plaRnPcl with Pconomic. ;rnd soci:tl prohlPms thnt have hec:omP. thP tr:Joemarl< 

of mnny poor 1ffh;m commun it f rs. 11w comm11ni ty that s11t"rournh:; Provt clenc~-

St. Mel l1as :in um~mploymPnt r;ite of over ~0%. More than 50% of the house-

holds in 1·1ds connnuni ty lrnvP inc-nmPs h~>lnw the n;\tion;il povE>rty level. 

The crimf• 1,~vt>l fR high on C:ldcap,o's WPst siclP, and drugs r.an he purchased 

hy <llmost :mynnr. An :'lrticle nn Provf<lenr.<>-flt. Mel in the Dec:ember, 1978, 

(ssuP of "F.hony ·Magazine" st:11 r~d tli;ll_ 126 taverns nm he found in the local 

r.onmnmity that ~rnrrounds thf• ldr,11 school. 'T1w West side of C:hicRgo is a 

community tlrnt PXJH~r!e.tH'. P(l snm1• of thr- nnLion'i:; worst rlot.s f.n the late 

1960'R. As the )qRn's emPrp,P ft has not yet realized recovery from that 

period. 
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A CASE r'OR "S't~_YIN' ALIVE" 

Jn spite> of m;my nhst;ir.1f's, Providf>nci>-St. MPl h::is ;iddeved pht>nomenal 

Sll<'('PSR in TP:lC.hinp, -f tS most important r .oRl: prPp;ir:fng St:ndent.S ;l('rtdeml­

C'3]]y for sw'cPssf11l Pntrance into col legc or lnto the work force. 

~t1.1dPnts :n«i> Pncour·;1ged to f'Ontin11P their ecliw;ition heyond hip;h school. 

All students must: 

1) take colJP.ge aptftucle tests. 

2) app]y to nt least three difff>rent collep.es. 

3) complete fi.nancial ::Jid form~. 

4) write papers desrrihlnp their career ~oals. 

SincP .197 'l, morr th;rn 90% of tht> school's grridunt:es have r,one to college 

;:md h:tv<' dmw wc•11. Of th<" 82 p,rridu;:1t~s since June, 1978, 77 have been 

accepted cor collepe entrance. 

It is not surprisinP,, ther<>fnrP, thrit thP. <led.slon of the C;ithoJi.c Arch­

diocese to close' the school mrt with tot.1.1 rPsistance. 111e school's ad-

ministniton; and tt>;ichprs, p:1rPnts :md studPnts werP. determined to rai.se 

the funds necessary to keep their school alive. 

PUBLICITY 

During the per Jod from M';ry to SPptt•.mhPr, 1978, Providence-St. Mel received 

much natjorn11 anrl ln1·al c.:over;igp ·rn hoth th<' print and broadcast media. 

All of l.ldengo's tc·levision stations cov1>n~d the rictivities regarding the 

Archdiocet'c's withdrawal of ffnanci01l i:mpport from the sc.hool. The news­

papers covered it ns_a mcijor nPws story nf 1978. National]y, "Ebony", 

"People", "Time", "Industry Werk'', "Thi" Wal 1 Street Journal", and the "Ne'lol' 

York Timf~s" card Pei :irti cl es r- onn-'Tn I np, T'rnvi d<'nr.e-S t. Mel High School. 
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The Chi c:igo S11n-Tfmf's, Chi c.1go Trih11nc>, l.lii cago Defende.r, WJ.S-TV 

(Channel 7) and WMA0-TV (Channel )) wrote ecUtorials supporting 

Provirlenc:l'-St. Mf']. The. nE>twork n<>ws pror,nims of ABC-TV, CBS-TV and 

NRC-TV in thE> months of .Tune :md Septt>mlwr, 1978, featured stories on 

the school. On M.ay 2, i978, 'Midrne1 BilandiC'., then the mayor of Chicago, 

<1ppP.a]ed to the l'.1.rHluates of Provich•n1·<> and St. Mel High Sd1ools to 

help keep the sdrno1 open. 

FUND RAISING 

Dur:inp_ th1> fivr• month perin1l from M:iy tn S1->:ptemhrr, 1978, a hllstering 

<"Al11JHdr,n was 1:111nd1<'<l :in wh I d1 $11\0 ,noo w;is r:d sP.rl to ope r;ite T'rovidence­

St. Mel . for thP 1'178-79 school y<•:1r. Virtm11Jy every possih1e fund ndsing 

at:ti.v:ity w;1s ('011i-dclf'red. M;:ijoi- cnrporatimrn as well as fn<l-fvfcl11als were 

soli<·iterl for contrih11tlom:. A full p;1ge :i<lv<•rtisf"lllent, clonateil hy the 

J. W::1J ter Thompson Advr>rt hd nr, Ap,ency, w;is nm in the Wall Stn•et Journal. 

TI1e lar>~'"'sl 1·nntrih11tions c:;im1.• from Tinnkers Life and Casualty Company for 

$25 ,000 :m<l 11iom:H; nistrthutors for $20 ,ooo. Hundredi:: of i:;mal 1 contribu­

t lorn~ wen• r<'<'Pi vc•d from many JHl.t"ts of the conn try, including places as 

far away as Maim•, \.;1liforni;1, Puerto Rico, and Relg:tum. P;Jrents of the 

students of T'rovJdPne~-St. Mf'l rntsrcl ovPr $100,000 for the 1978-79 school 

year budRet. 

TUITION 

In order to eontin11f' to rr-1·niit i::t"udPnts from the local ne.ighborhood, 

ProvidcncP-SL. "Mr-1.. has kept· its tuition :11: $7'10. This figure represents 

an incrc;isc• of $100 l'<ic.:h ye:ir ov(•r thf' p.:ist two ye:irs. Although the tuition 

prc~sents a ma jor hurden to mnny of our farni 1 ies, it covers only a fraction 



of the school:s total nperatinR costs. Currently, over 60% of the 

stud~nts .<Jtten<l In~ Prov:i dPnc'.e-St. Mel High School work part-time jobs 

in order to pay ci1e cost of tl1clr tuition. As an incentive to motivate 

students to strive for excell('ncP, ;my st11<lent who earns all "A's" 

rece:ivPs :i tuition re:imhursemPnt check :tn his or her name. 

TIIE FUTURE 

Even though Providence-St. l-fr· 1 has rema i ncd open continuously for over 

ha] f a century, fun els arc nPf'dr•d ro kPf"p it in existence as a viable 

education;il institution. n:-mkrrs T.if<' :i11<i r.Rs1wlty Comnany and several 

other ma.101· corpor<Jtions havp plt>ilg('(l 1·ont lnuinp. support to the school. 

RPcP.nt1y thf' faculty ;md R<lministr:ltion, with thP aid of a consultant, 

workr.o out ;i fi vp-yr.:ir fi n;inri ;:il nn<l .1rndf'mi ,. pl .<in. This plan details 

the f:fn:mdR] nee<ls of the hip,h Bc:hoo] for t'lw school years 1979-81) 

through 1981-84. TTnder th~s plan provisions lwve been m:tde for an annual 

review of the hmlp,(•t. r.11rri cttl um p,1d_dPs J-i;:wp hf'en reviewed ;md improved 

so th::it tf'achf~rs nnd stucl••nts .»n• m.r;ffp of wh.::it is experted of them in 

terms of the ,qr::tdemi c standards of thP school. 

The huilrlfnp, l.nwhirh l'r.ovhlPnn•-St. MPl is l<H'.Ated i.s in need of repair 

And renovation. T11<" hull di nf~ w:ts PX<ID1 l ned hy Archetectoni cs, Tnc. in 

nP.cemhP.r, 1978. '111P. COSt for llf>Ptlf'd n~p;ifrs ;:md improvemP.nt.R W<'IS e.St .i­

mated at thnt time. 
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IMMEDIATE FUTURE 

Last nen~rnh(•r, PSM's major hPm~f;wtor, H;tnkPrs Life ;ind rasua]ty 

Company, hlrPtf nn pxrH~ri'enc.f"d profpssion.11 to p,uicle the fund raising, 

puh11c n~l:1tion~ and recru:tt ·ing activiti~s of the high school. 

Presently tl1P Ho;irrl of TrustN•s :11lopr-Pd nn op<•rati ng plan of ohjecttives 

whid1, ro11ghly, spt sight"s on ·incr<';1sinp, tlH• frf"shm;:in c1Rss enrollment 

in Septr·mh1•r, 1980, from th<> prc'sC>nt" 87 to 7.')'), TI1is could hnvP a dollar 

value of $191 ,000. 1n addition, A p,o:i1 of 2'i0 scholarships at $1000 each 

for <lei>{'rvi np, st 11clP111·s wo11l cl hP !-;Ol i c ! t<•.cl from ] oc.al fonnd:itions :md 

husines!:' firms . This, valHf'cl at $2SO,OOO. 11lis rather amhlt· lous program 

is now in gear. 
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LYNN MARTIN 
(R-Illinois) 

Republican, 16th Congressional District of Illinois (northern 
part of state, including Dixon), 1st term. Serves on the House 
Budget Committee and the House Administration Committee. Has 
been a consistent supporter of Administration initiatives. Was 
helpful during OMB Director Stockman's appearance before the 
House Budget Committee on May 5 and 6. 

Has met with the President and attended White House events on 
numerous occasions. Attended the President's meeting with 
House Budget Committee Republicans on May 4, 1982. Sat at the 
President's table during the April 5th breakfast for House 
Republican Freshmen. 

Lynn was recently in Bermuda where she visited with your new 
Consul General, Max Friedersdorf. 
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HENRY HYDE 
(R-Ill1no1s) 

Republican, 6th Congressional District of Illinois (Cook County, 
including Cicero) , 4th term. Serves on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, the House Judiciary Committee, and the House Select 
Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control. Strong supporter of 
Administration initiatives. Has been a vocal and persuasive 
advocate in the House to outlaw abortion and to effectuate various 
reforms aimed at family preservation. 

Has met with the President and attended White House events on a 
number of occasions. 
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