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The Ad Hoc Committee in Defense of Life, Inc. 
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Office of Policy Development 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Steve, 

November 5, 1982 

Enclosed is the draft message I mentioned 
today over the phone. 

We hope to have Wednesday's Saint Louis 
Post-Dispatch on the Danforth Race by Monday. 

yours, 

Enc. 
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DRAFT 

November 15, f982 

Archbishop John R. Roach, President 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Your Excellency: 

1 I would like to extend my greetings to you and 
'\ 

PR-E-TF/J 
the other Catholic Bishops who are meeting this week 

i____ in the nation's capital. 

Tf\KJNG Many great questions of public policy face 

country today, and you have my very best wishes 

bringing the insights of the Christian tradition 

the l MOST Of' II /\·1/;._ 
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L bear on them. 

I am convinced that a free people must ~lso be k :-<~~·~~If'~[_:[}:( r\ 

f\S)'JT' P-z..q:_ a religious people. As Alexis de Tocqueville noted, 
\/jJ.,:._i,'-}:~ T1'-) \ 

-- . . I EtSr:f<_\i~;J I ''despotism may be able to do without faith, but 

/\NG ltv1PUCAT10N \ freedom cannot." 
vt ;f-.l'-L-,_;1 LJI' ['•~ !''OrC,Q:·\I\! _ f 
S!S'.-E. . Moral leadership is crucial in conferring the 
r C)..,...,' ;t r•"i t'.7\\7 vi' , 1v.-.J,1' 1 U1'- . 
FREE E:J(f,,i f.:_T'J L benefits of peace on society, and I particularly 

:H-E ORTHO[DA rl wish you well in deliberating about the difficult 
:::,,., moue c;YJSS - , 
HON 11-/ l-\T l problem of how government may justly fulfill its 

PACI f'iS!\j \ moral obligation of safeguarding the nation in the 
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Lnuclear age. 

___,Mc::_.UJI "' '~'t'~~~f~DN· > '''..J"""' I also hope you will address the problem that 
POSITION 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta has called "the greatest 
i= P-OM fYlTC 's [ 
i'lOe£.L L.EqURt: destroyer of· peace today--abortion." Much as the 

future of the nation depends on building peace 
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abroad, so it requires preserving the lives of its 

children at home. 

r 
After almost a decade of abortion, I believe it 

is imperative that a statute recognizing the legal 

personhood and protecting the right to life of unborn 

children be enacted as soon as possible under the 

/1tt6 PU/:) \ civil rights powers of Congress. 
RR OUT II 
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I would welcome an opportunity to sign such 

AVOIC6 Bf.ING l . . h 1 d d d . . . SAN[13/-\ti:>ED legislation, and I ave p e ge my a ministration 

to aid in securing its passage in the next Congress. 

PiiUI PU/TING \ Sinc.e the many religious leaders of our nation 

R.FZ IN MAJ N- \ have eloquently stood up in defense of life in the 
6WEltfY1 A fJ D I 
JH[M ON.SFtJf.' ! past, I hope you will assist me in this effort, so 

I 

b4THtl<. oUA:oRf\ .._ . . . OR f!EAR TH L j L-hat together we can restore the sanctity of life 

R0FYJNS/B/Ll/Y l to its rightful place in the American heritage. 

Sincerely, 
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November 15, l982 

Archbishop John R. Roach, President 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 20005 

Your Excellency: 

I would like to extend my greetings to you and 

the other Catholic Bishops who are meeting this week 

in the nation's capital~ 

Many great questions of public policy face the 

country today, and you have my very best wishes in 

bringing the insights of the Christian tradition to 

bear on thetn. 

·1 am convinced that a free people must also be 

a, reli~ious people. As Alexis de Tocqueville noted, 

"despotism may be able to do without faith, but 

freedom cannot." 

Moral leadership is crucial in conferring the 

benefits of. peace on society, and I particularly 

wish you well in deliberating about the difficult 

problem of how government may justly fulfill its 

moral obligation of safeguarding the nation in the 

nuclear age. 

I also hope you will address the problem that 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta has called "the.greatest 

destroyer of" peace today--abortion. " Much as the 

future of the nation depends on building peace 
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abroad, so it requires preserving the lives of its 

dhildren at home. 

After almost a decade of abortion, I believe it 

is imperative that a statute recognizing the legal 

personhood and protecting the right to life of unborn 

children be enacted as soon as possible under the 

civil rishts powers of Congress. 

I would welcome an opportunity to sign such 

legislation, and I have pledged my administration 

to aid in securing its passage in the next Congress. 

Sihc~ the many religious leaders of our nation 

have eloquently stood up in defen~e of life in the 

past, X hope you will assist me in this effort, so 

that together we can restore the sanctity of life 

to its rightful place in the American heritage. 

Sincerely, 
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