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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD R. FORTIER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

OLIVER L. NORTH 
ROBERT L. EARL 

Target Descriptions 

When DOD/JCS selected the targets for the April 15 airstrikes in 
Libya, unclassified target descriptions for use by Administration 
press spokesmen after the attack were not developed during the 
target analysis/selection phase of the planning. This led to 
last minute, after-the-fact drafting of such unclassified 
justifications by individuals not intimately involved in the 
detailed analysis/selection process. Although• the press 
guidance developed filled the bill admirably, the completeness 
and accuracy of this process ought not be left to chance the next 
time around. 

To formalize this process, it is recommended that you request 
DOD/JCS (Tab I) develop draft unclassified target descriptions 
for each of the Libyan targets currently under consideration. 
This will allow senior policymakers to consider the public 
relations impact of each target attacked during the target 
selection/approval process. 

The suggestion of developing press guidance at this point in the 
planning process raises the more general issue of our public 
relations policy on releasing details of military operations. 
DOD treated the April 15 strike similarly to the Grenada 
operation or the capture of the ACHILLE LAURO hijackers -- a 
one-time event that was over and could be discussed quite openly 
with the press. If we are serious in our effort to sustain our 
campaign against Qadhafi's support of terrorism, we must develop 
a tighter public affairs posture that keeps operational details 
of military operations against an adversary classified. 

# 
If you decide to take on this controverifsa:i,put 
this forum, an expanded memo to GEN Moerlering 
Tab II. 

Jim Stark and Howard Teicher concur. 

vital issue in 
is attached at 

~REJil-

Declassify: OADR 

avfaJ 

)? 



1 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That you forward the memo at Tab I to GEN Moellering, if you 
merely want to address the issue of target descriptions at this 
point. 

Approve Disapprove 

2. That you sign the expanded memo at Tab II to GEN Moellering 
if you want to broaden the target description issue to include an 
attempt to reduce the amount of operational details that are 
released to the press after a second strike on Libya. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I - Fortier Memo to Moellering 
Tab II - Fortier Memo to Moellering (Expanded version) 

TOP s,Ee'RET 
;::::::::;> 

/ l9 



MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL JOHN H. MOELLERING 
Assistant to the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

SUBJECT: Target Descriptions (U) 

SYSTEM II /I/ 
90344 \ 1 

To ensure that our current Libyan target planning process is as 
complete as possible, JCS is requested to develop draft 
unclassified target descriptions for each of the targets 
currently under consideration. If there is another military 
strike against Libya, these draft target descriptions would be 
declassified immediately after the strike and used as press 
guidance for ~he] Administration spokesmen. (TS) 

The draft target description proposed for H-hour declassification 
should be considered at every stage in the target analysis/ 
approval process. One of the considerations in that process will 
obviously be the relationship of each target to Qadhafi's capacity 
to plan, direct, or support international terrorism. (S) 

'f'OP SEGRE'!' -
Declassify: OADR ft1 fl/ [ # [ Df~1-~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL JOHN H. MOELLERING 
Assistant to the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

SUBJECT: Target Descriptions (U) 

SYSTEM II r/ 
90344 \~ 

To ensure that our current Libyan target planning process is as 
complete as possible, JCS is requested to develop draft 
unclassified target descriptions for each of the targets 
currently under consideration. If there is another military 
strike against Libya, these draft target descriptions would be 
declassified immediately after the strike and used as press 
guidance for the Administration spokesmen. (TS) 

The draft target description proposed for H-hour declassification 
should be considered at every stage in the target analysis/ 
approval process. One of the considerations in that process will 
obviously be the relationship of each target to Qadhafi's capacity 
to plan, direct, or support international terrorism. (S) 

It is proposed that such a succinct target description be all 
that is released to the press after a next strike -- not the 
details of weapon(s) selection, routes to targets, ~·-rs; risk to 
crew(s), assessment of potential for collateral damage, crews, 
bases, and platforms involved, etc. The need for a second strike 
would certify the long-term nature of our campaign to stop 
Qadhafi's support of international terrorism, and such details 
can only serve to help Qadhaf i in developing future counter
measures. We want to reinforce the fear and disruption to 
Qadhafi's ability to maintain control in Libya by encouraging an 
aura of mystery, ominousness and even omnipotence about U.S. 
power. Releasing details of our planning and our actions can 
only serve to Qadhafi's advantage. (TS) 

As with intelligence "sources and methods" and with diplomatic 
correspondence with other nations, our public affairs posture on 
the details of military operations ought to be that it is 

1~ something we do not discuss." (C) 

TOI"" ~1iU!:~ 
Declassify: OADR v_M 
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INFO AMCONSUL ADANA 4966 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 7569 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 5766 
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.s--o l'H' i b ~I~ T f A""["' SECT I ON 01 OF 02 ANK ARA 04769 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, PREL, LY, TU 
SUBJECT: MFA COMMENTS ON ATTEMPTED BOMBI NG 

REF : ANKARA 04631 

I. ~ENTIRE TE XT. 

2. SUMMARY. AN MF A OFFICIAL WAS UNABLE TO PROV I DE 
POLO?f WITH ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE ATTEMPTED BOMBING OF THE ANKARA 
OFFICERS' OPEN ME SS, ASSERTl llG THAT THE MATTER WAS 
IN THE HANDS OF THE "INDEPENDENT JUDICIAR Y." 
HOWEVER , THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE GOT IS MOVI NG 
AGAINST THE LIBYAN PEOPLE ' S BUREAU IN PECU LIARLY 
TURK ISH WA YS. (SEE COMME llT IN PARA 8 BELOW. ) mo 
SUMMARY . 

3. ON APR IL 29, POLOFF CALLEO ON ERHAN 
YIGITBASIOGLU, THE DE PUTY DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF 
RESEARCH ITHE OFFICE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMBATTI NG 
TERRORISM) AT THE MFA TO INQUIRE IF HE HAD AllY 
INFORMATION REGARO IUG THE INVE ST IGATION OF THE 
ATTEMPTED BOMB ING OF THE AMER ICAN OFF ICERS ' Ol'f'.N 
MESS. POLOFF REMINDED YIGITBASI OGL U THAT ACTING 
FORE IGN MINIS TER NESUT YI LMAZ HAD OFFERED TO PROV IDE 
THE AMB ASSA DOR INFORMAT ION CONCERNI NG THE INC IDENT, 
AS IT BECOME S AVAILABLE . ™.B .: YIGITBAS IOGLU HAD 
PARTI CIP ATED IN THE APRIL 19 MEET ING BETWEEN THl 
AMBAS SADOR AND YI LMAZ.) 

4. THE MFA OFFICIAL SAID HE HAO NO INFORMATION 
OTHER TH AN llH AT HAD APPEARED IN TH E PRE SS OVER THE 
LAST SEVERAL DAYS. HE SAID THE I tlVEST I GAT I ON \IAS 
BE ING COND UCTED AT THE "HIGHE ST LEVELS" ANO THE 
INFORMATION HAD NOT YET BEEN PROVIDED TO HIS 

STATE"ENT IN WHICH THE LATTER HAD DENIED THAT THERE 
WAS ANY EVIDENCE "LINKING LIBYAN AMBASSADOR 
ABDUL MALIK" TO THE BOMB I NG ATTEMPT (SEE SEPTELl. 
WHEN POLOFF ASKED IF THIS DENIAL EXTENDED TO THE 
LIBYAN PEOPLES BUREAU ITSELF, YIGITBASIOGLU REPLIED 
THAT "THE STATEMENT HAO BEEN WORDED VERY CAREFULLY," 
BUT WOULD NOT ELABORATE. 

S. POLOFF OBSERVED THAT THE LIBYANS HAD, ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS, BEGUN PLANNING THEIR OPERATION IN 
TURKEY LAST JANUARY, ANO NOTED THE CONTRADICTION 
BETWEEN LIBYA'S LAV ISH EXPRESSIONS OF FRIENDSHIP FOR 
TURKEY AND THE ATTEMPl ie-CARRY OUT TERRORIST ACTS 
ON TURKISH SOIL. YIGITBASIOGLU MERELY REPLIED, "WE 
ALWAYS KEEP OUR EYES ON THE LIBYANS." 

6. THE MFA OFF ICI AL SAIC POI NTEDLY THAT THE GOT 
APPRECIATED THE AMERICAN EMBASSY ' S PUB LI C STANCE DIS
CLAIMING ANY USG INVOLVEMENT IN EITHER THE CAPTURE 
OF THE SUSPECTS OR THE SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATION, ANO 
GIVING FULL CREDIT TO THE TURKISH SECURITY FORCES. 
HE NOTED THAT THE IMPRESSION THAT THE U.S . WAS 
INVOLVED OR WAS ' PRESSUR ING TURKEY " ON THE ISSUE 
COULD BE "COUNTERPRODUCTIVE,' SINCE IT CO UL D GIVE 
THOSE HOSTILE TO THE U.S. AN EXCUSE FOR MAKING 
DIVERSIONARY ATTACKS ON THE U.S. 
7. POLOFF ASSURED HIS MFA INTERL OCUTOR THAT THE 
U. S. HAD NO INTENTION OF INTERJECTING ITSELF INTO 
THE JUDICIAL PROCESS, BUT THAT THERE WAS INTENSE 
U.S. INTEREST REGARDING DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CASE AND 
THE GOT ' S POSITION ON THOSE DEVELOPMENTS. 
YIGITBASIOGLU REPEATED HIS PREVIOUS REMARK ABOUT THE 
MATTER BEING BEFORE THE "INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY. " HE 
NOTED THAT THE U.S . SYSTEM WORKED THE SAME WAY AND 
HAD, ON OCCASION, IMP EDED THE GOT 'S EFFORTS TO 
OBTAI N INFORMATION ON ARMENIAN TERRORI STS IN THE U.S. 

S. · COM MEN T. IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT THE GOT IS 
TRYING TO AVOID TAKING AN- OF FICIAL PUBLIC POS ITION 
ON~ THE LIBYAN ROLE IN THE ATTACK ON THE AMERICAN 
OFflCERS' CLUB IN ORDER TD .1VOID A DIRECT 
BT 

D c.~,..;.__ 

fOI 

OFFICE. IN ANTICIPATION OF OUR REQUEST, 
YIGIT BASI OGLU HAD CALLEO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
SECURI TY, SAF FET AR IKAN BEDU K, ONLY TO LEARN THAT HE 
llAS OUT OF THE COUNT RY . WHIL E HE ASS URED POLOFF 
TH AT HE WOULD PROV IDE US WITH WHAT EVER INFORMATION 
~E RECEIV ED , HE COULD NOT MAKE A COMMITMENT AS TO 
\/HEH THAT MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING SIN CE "THE CASE HAD 
BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL 
AU THORITIES, WHO WOULD PROCEED AS THEY SEE FIT". HE 
PROVIDED POLOFF WITH A COPY OF THE FONMIN 'S APRIL 26 

CONF-HlEtH I Al:-

NLRR~u :!f- D. l OD 

BY _M RAD JE.-t.Mi1 ~t7 

I 
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ANKARA 4769 

DISTRIBUTION: ~ / 001 

OP IMMED 
STU9809 
DE RUEHAK #4769/02 1211125 
0 0 1 1 1 2 2 Z MAY 8 6 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
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AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 7570 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 5767 

DTG: 01l122Z MAY 86 PSN: 015287 
TOR: 121 / 1140Z 

~rrF .. .J') li-+I TI ~la SECTION 02 OF 02 ANKARA 04769 

E. 0 . 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS : PTER, PREL, LY , TU 
SUBJECT: MFA COMMENTS ON ATTEMPTED BOMBING 

CONFRONTATION WITH LIBYA WHICH COULD DAMAGE TURKEY'S 
IMPORTANT ECONOMIC INTERESTS IN THAT COUNTRY. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THE GOT IS ALLOWING (QR ENCOURAGING) 
THE "INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY" TO PROVIDE DETAILED 
INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC , DIRECTLY LINKING THE 
LIBYAN PEOPLES BURfAUS IN ANKARA AND ISTANBUL . TO THE 
ATTEMPTED BOMBING IN THE HOPE THAT ENOUGH HEAT WILL 
BE GENERATED TO FOR~E LIBYA TO RECALL ITS 
AMBASSADOR. THE SUDDE N, I ND EF I NI TE POSTPONEMENT OF 

. THE PLAN NED APRIL 30 VISIT BY A MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
LIBYAN TRADE DELEG ATION ANN OUNCED ONLY LAST WEE K, 
THE PROSECUTOR ' S ST ATEMENT IMPLICATING THE LIBYAN 
CONSUL GENERAL IN IST ANBU L AND THE ARREST WARRANTS 
ISSUED FOR TWO MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE ' S BURE AU WH O 
HAD LEFT TURKEY, ALL TEND TO CONFIRM OUR 
CONCLUSI ON. WE INTERPRET THE MFA OFFICIAL'S REMAR KS 
CITED ABO VE AS SUGGESTING TO THE U. S . TH AT BOTH US 
AN D TURKISH I NlERES TS WILL BE BE lT ER SERVED BY 
ALLOWING THE TU RKS TO HANDLE THIS DIFF ICULT 
SITUATION IN THEIR OWN WAY. 
STRAUSZ-HUPE 
BT 
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