
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: North, Oliver: Files 

Folder Title: Terrorism: Buckley Execution Oliver 

L. North, NSC Staff 

Box: 48 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name NORTH, OLIVER: FILES 

File Folder TERRORISM: BUCKLEY EXECUTION 

Box Number 48 

Withdrawer 

CAS 12/9/2008 

FOIA 

M08-099/3 

STOCKER 
65 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

58434 CABLE 071205 OCT 85 

PAR 7 /19/2002 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

2 101711985 Bl 

F98-042 #147; UPHELD 
5/24/2010 MOB-099/3 #58434 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concern ing wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



~ 

VIII lli'E I 0 s - Sl'I UAllON l ~001 ~ 
14( <?-/'i'. 

-
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DI STR I BUT I ON: COVY VP TE IC NORT PUB S SIT DJ ER SMA L /0'0' 9 

FLAS H 
STU6362 
DE RU EHB L ~ 5840 2850719 

Z 120718Z OCT 85 ZFF4 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASH DC FLASH 5033 

I N F 0 A ME I. B A S S Y D A MA S C U S I MME D I A T E 1 7 2 1 

AMEMBA SSY TEL AVIV I MM EDIATE 6240 
A M E~BA SSY PARIS PRIORITY 0265 

~- E C R E .Y B E I R U T 0 5 8 4 0' 

TE RR EP 

E. 0. 12356: DECL : OADR 

TAGS: PTER , LE , US 
SUBJ : REPORTED EX ECU TIO N OF WILLIA M BU CKLEY 

1. ~ - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. ARABIC LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER AN-NAHAR PUBLISHED 

OCTOBER 12 A REPORT THAT WILLIAM BUCKLEY HAS BEEN 

EXECUTED. THE STORY INCLUDED A PICTURE THA T PURPORTED 
T 0 SH 0 W THE C 0 RPS E 0 F BUCK L E Y, PART I ALL Y WRAP PE D I N 
A BLANKET. THE PICTURE AS REPRODUCED IN THE PAPER IS 
OF TOO POOR A QUA L ITY TO PER M! T POSIT I VE I DENT IF I CAT I ON 
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PAGE 0'2 OF 0'2 BEIRUT 5840 DTG : 120'718Z OCT 85 PSN: 0309 61 

BY EMBASSY STAFF. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE ORIGI NAL 

IS IN COLOR AN D OVEREXPOSED. A COPY OF THE PHOTO WA S 

ALS O DELI VERE D TO AFP . EMBASSY IS ATTE MPTING TO 
GET THE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAP H FRO M AN-NAHA R. 

3. THE TEXT OF THE ACCO MPA NYING STATE MENT SAID THAT 

BUCK LEY ' S CORPSE WOULD BE RELEASED TO TliE UN SEC RETAR Y 
G E f J E R A L 0 N C 0 N D I T I 0 N T H AT 1 0' 0' P AL E S T I N I AN P R I S 0 N E R S 

HELD BY ISRAEL ARE RELEASED. THE STATEMENT ALSO CON-

TAINED THREA TS THAT THE US GOVER Nt.1 ENT AND PRESIDENT 

RE AGAN WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FATE OF THE 
REMAIN I NG HOSTAGES. 

4. FULL TEXT OF STAT EM ENT BEING SENT SEPTEL. 
1,1 C N A f,1 A R A 

BT 



PAGE 0 1 
S I T73 5 

SECSTAT E WASHD C 6173 

DISTRIBUTION : LJOR T SIT /0 0 3 

r)p I tJME D 
D E RUEH C • 61 73 2860537 
0 1 3 ,5 37 Z O CT 8 5 ZFF S 
F M ',l:CS TATE WASHD C 

Ir~i::-o l:''l EI_ SECRETARY I MMED I A TE 156 1 

DTG: 13 0 5 37 Z OCT 8 5 
TOR: 286/05 3 1 Z 

•.;. 0 P~ ·- ! 8 !!: ~IT I A t:. STATE 316 1 73 TOSE C ?:004 0 

TERI L:: P 

rOLLOW I N G SEN T ACTION STATE, INFO DAMAsr-u s, ,F l_ /,VI V, 
A ND P/',R IS D A T E D OCT 12, 1 98 5 B EING Rf:.PE1\TEO f OR YOIJ R 
I NFD: 
R E F : B EIR UT 0584 8 
QUOT E 
-€-6--fq F' !-- D E N T f '°! L BEIRUT 058 48 

TERRE P 

E . 0 . 1235 6 : DECL : O /\ D R 
T AG S : PTE R , LE , US 
SUBJE CT: B U CK LE Y PHOTOGRAPH 

R EFS: A. B EIR UT 584 0 , B . BEIRi.JT 5345 

1 . ~--:..:r-irI RE TE XT . 

2 . A P REPORTE R JUS T INFORME D US THAT P I CT URE AGENCE 
FRANCE PRESSE H/\S r s MUCH CLE AR ER THA N REPRODUCTION 
CARRIE D IN TODAY S /<N NAHA R . JOURNALI ST SA ID THAT SHE HAS 
N OT SEEN ORIGINAL ITSELF , B UT V ·• S SHOWN P I CTURE T fl l'E N B Y 
CB S OF ORIGir~AL . FACIAL FE /\TUld~ S AN D SHAPE OF BEARD 
SHO WN IN P WIO BAR E CLOSE RESEt,/.BLA N C E T O PREVIOUS BUCVl.E Y 
PH O-, OS, /•CCl,POING TO OUR INFORMA NT. 

3 . · E AP E A TTEtvlP TIN G T O OBTAIN ORIGINAL OR CLE ARE R 
COPIES OF rHOT O. SU GGE ST DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO OBfAIN CU~Y OF 
F~CSIM ILE FROM CB S IN NEW YORK . 
tACNI •.~1',R A U/\IOU OTE Af'H.MCO S T 
BT 
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DI STR I BUT I ON : NONE / 001 

\'/ H S R C 0 f ,1 !.~ E N T : Q.W-T T E I C S T R K C 0 V Y D R E J S I T P U B S 

FLASH 

STU6514 
DE RUEHBL ~ 5845 28 509 00 

Z 120858Z OCT 85 ZFF4 

FM AM EMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECST ATE WA SHDC FLASH 5035 

I NFO AMEMBASSY DAM ASCUS IMMEDIATE 1723 
A f ,: El.~ B A S S Y TE L AV I V I M f.1 E D I AT E 6 2 4 2 

USMI SS I ON USUN NEW YORK I MM EDIATE 06 07 
A f ,1 E r .~ B A S S Y P A R I S P R I 0 R I T Y 0 2 6 6 

AM EMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 0409 
AM EMBASSY LO NDON PRIORITY 0166 

"1: 0 N r I g EN-TI A-1: BEIRUT 05845 

E. 0. 123 56 : DECL : OADR 
TAGS : PTER , LE, US , UN 
SUBJ : ISLA MIC JIHAD CO MM UNIQUE ON EXECUTION OF BUCKLEY 

REF : BEIRUT 5840' (N OTALl 

1. 40-N-P 1-9 E ~l 1-.A-t. - E N T I R E TE X T. 

2. TEXT FOLLOWS OF INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF 
ISLAMIC JIHAD COMMUNIQUE THAT APPEARED IN AN-NAHAR 

·BBNF I OENT I At-1 
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P/i.GE 02 OF 03 BEIRUT 584 5 D T G : 1 2 0 8 5 8 Z 0 C T 8 5 P S tL 0 3 1 0 9 7 

OCTOBER 12. 

" I T I S E V I D E N T T 0 T H E E N T I R E IV 0 R l D T H A T A t.1 E R I C A WA S 
T ll E P R I f ,I A R Y P E R P E T R A T 0 R 0 F T H E C R I I.IE 0 F T U N I S . I T 

HA D IJO REP L Y T 0 THE PE 0 Pl E F 0 R HA V I NG C 0 MM I T TE D TH I S 

H E L I G I 0 U S f .1 A S S A C R E A G A I N S T T H E R I G H T S 0 F MU S l I MS . I T 
\'I E IJT 0 N T 0 l I E • SAY I NG T HAT T H E RE WAS N 0 E V I D E NC E 0 F 

THE EXECUTI ON OF THE ALlERICAN SPY Will IAM BUCKLEY. AND 
IT TRIED GUT FAILED TO CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT IT DID 

~ OT RECEIVE ANY PENALTY IN EXCHANGE FOR THE CRIME THAT 

IT PARTICIPATED IN AGAINST THE MUSLIM PEOPLE OF TUNIS . " 

" T H E N I T S U G G E S T E D T H A T T H I S S P Y WA S K I L L E D T VI 0 I.I 0 N T H S 

AG O ACCO RDING TO I NFORMA TION FROM ITS FRIE NDLY LEBANESE 
I N T E L L I G E IJ C E S E RV I CE S WI T H I T S I NT E R N AL AGE NT S, WH 0 

RE vt Al THE I.I S EL YE S I N A NEW D I S GU I SE E YE RY DAY. WE 

AFFIRM TO THE WORLD THAT WE EXECUTED THE AM ERIC AN SPY 

IN RESPO NSE TO THE STRIKE THAT THE MUSLIM PEOPLE IN 
TUNIS RECEIVED. WE ARE READY NOW TO STRIKE WITH AN 
I RON FIST FOR AN Y BLOW THAT REACHES THE MUSLIM PEOPLE 

IN THE WORLD . WE WILL CUT OFF EVERY HAN D THAT TRIES TO 
STRIKE AT Ll USLIMS" 

" E VE RY 0 NE KI~ 0 W S THAT I F I S l AM I C J I HAD SAYS S 0 rti E TH I ~JG 

IT DOES IT . THIS IS A SIGNAL TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
Ar: D THE FAMILIES OF THE Af.IERICAN HOSTAG ES . THE REASON 

FOR IT IS THE LACK OF RESPECT BY THE AMERICAN GOVERN MENT 
Ar; D I TS PRE S I DE NT, WH 0 SE HANDS ARE S 0 I L ED WI TH THE 

BL OOD OF PEOPLE OPPRESSED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND 
I T S E f ,i P l 0 Y E E S . " 

"WE Will GIVE CONCLUSIVE PROOF TO AMERICA OF THE 

EXECUTION OF BUCKLEY. WE WARN IT AND PLACE ON IT 

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FATE OF THE REMAINING 
HOSTAGES. ON THIS BASIS WE GIVE OUR WORD TO THE UN , 

BECAUSE FOR THE FIRST TIME IT CONDEMNED THE BRUTAL 

trfrttf l~ENTIAL .... 
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PAGE 03 OF 03 BEIRUT 5845 D T G: 1 2 0 8 5 8 Z 0 CT 8 5 P Sf l: 0 3 1 0 9 7 

c R I ME \'/ H I c H A r.1 E R I c A A N D I s R A E L c 0 r.1 r.1 I T T E D ' T H E R E c E N T 
R A I D A G A I N S T T H E MU S L I M P E 0 P L E 0 F T U N I S . T H E U N f ,l U S T 

ALWAYS ACT FOR THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE , ANO THEN IT 
\'/ I L L H A V E T H E \'I I D E S T S U P P 0 R T . I F T H E R I G H T 0 F V E T 0 

ll A 0 BE E N us E D I N v I 0 L AT I 0 N 0 F THE p E 0 p LE I s BE s T I rn E RE s T' 

T H E N I T \'I 0 U L D B E A N 0 R G A N I Z A T I 0 N A G A I N S T T H E P E 0 P L E . 
IT IS NECESSARY TO EXPEL TERRORIST ISRAEL AND ITS 
SUPPORTERS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS." 

" AS A CO NSEQUENCE OF THAT CO NDEMNATION AND AFTER 

GETTING PERMISSION FROM THE FAMILIES OF THE MARTYRS 
CONCERNING THE DISPOSITION OF THE CORPSE OF THE 

Af.I ERICAN SPY, WE PLACE IT AT THE DISPOSITION Of THE 
UNITED NATIONS ANO ITS HEAD, MR. HAFEZ PERES DE 
CUELLAR , ON CONDITION THAT 100 PALESTINIAN PRISONERS 

BE RELE ASED FROM ISRAELI PRISONS. AS PROOF OF OUR 

GOOD INTENTIONS WE WILL PRESENT THE CORPSE 24 HOURS 

BEFORE THE TIME OF THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS IN 
ISRAEL. BUT If THE ISRAELIS PLAY A TRICK, MR. HAFEZ 
DE CUELLAR WILL PAY DEARLY . " 

"FINALLY, WE GIVE OUR \'/ORO TO THE FAMILIES OF THE 

Ar.:ERICAN HOSTAGES At~O SAY WITH REGRET THAT ANY HARM OR 

I NJURY TO THE LIVES OF THE HOSTAGES I N OUR POSSESSION 

\'/I L L B E 0 N T H E S H 0 U L D E R S 0 F T H E A f ,I E R I C A N A U T H 0 R I T I E S 
AN O PRESIDENT RE AG AN ." 
1.1 C !J A MA R A 

BT 
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DI STR IBUTI ON: PUBS SIT / 003 
WHSR COMMENT : - - 5 LINER?--

PRIORIT Y 
VSK000 439 UTS6880 
DE RUEHAO ~3230 2801233 
P 071205Z OCT BS . 
FM AMEMBASSY BAGHDAD 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9395 

S 0 N F ! D E N I I A L BAGHDAD 3230 

TERREP E XCLUSIVE 

DTG: 071205Z OCT 85 
TOR : 2 8 3 / 1 0 1 1 Z 

TO NEA / NGA DIRECTOR PETER BURLEIGH FROM KATTOUF 

E . 0. 12356 : OECL : OADR 
TAGS: PTER, LE 
SUBJECT : OFF I CI AL-INFORMAL : AMERICAN HOSTAGES 

i .... eeMP"IBEPITl.Q.L - ENTIRE TEXT . 

2 . SEVER AL DAYS AGO AT A DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION I HAO A CONVER­
SATION WITH 

PSN: 026559 

WHO HAq RECENTLY RETURNED FROM BEIRUT . HE 
TOLD ME THAT HE HAO SPENT A GOOD PORTION OF HIS TIME IN LEBANON 
SEEKING IN CONCERT WITH OTHERS THE RELEASE OF AP BUREAU CHIEF 
TERR Y ANDERSON. HE SAID THAT AT ONE POINT A RENDEZVOUS HAD BEEN 
ARRANGED IN THE BEKAA WHERE HE WAS PERMITTED TO GET WITHIN A 
COUPLE OF HUNDRED METERS OF ANDERSON WHO GOT OUT OF A CAR AND 
WALKED AROUND . HE FURTHER SAID THAT AS PART OF THE EFFORT TO 
FREE ANDERSON SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS HAD APPROACHED THE KUWAITIS 
ABOUT THE RELEASE OF TWO LEBANESE SHIA RELATED TO THE MUSAWI 
CLAN. KUWAITI OFFICIALS HAD SAID THEY WERE PREPARED TO PAY LARGE 
SUMS OF MONEY TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES BUT WERE NOT 

l
lWiiiI iLliLiiiiiNliiGllTIOililRiliEiiLiiEiilAiiSIEilillAilNIY•Oi-F THE 1 7 p R I so NE R s. 

WAS UNWILLING TO PAY RANSOM BECAUSE 
OF THE BAD PRECEDENT THIS WOULD SET , THEREBY ENDANGERING OTHER 
EMPLOYEES OF THE NEWS ORGANIZATION. 

3 . WITHOUT GIVING HIS SOURCES CLAIMED . THAT AT ONE POINT 
THE SYRIANS HAD CUSTODY OF THE AMERICAN HOSTAGES . THIS 
PRESUMABL Y HAD OCCURRED ABOUT THE TIME THAT BENJAMIN WEIR WAS 
RELEASED . HOWEVER , HE SAID THE HOSTAGES WERE AGAIN UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THEIR ORIGINAL CAPTORS , I.E . , THE MUSAWI FAMILY . 
HE SPECULATED THAT THE SYRIANS WERE IN NO HURRY TO RESOLVE THE 
SITUATION BUT WERE RATHER SEEKING AN OPPORTUNITY TO E XTRACT 
MAXIMUM VALUE . AT THIS POINT WE WERE INTERRUPTED ANO I WAS 
UNABLE TO PURSUE THE CONVERSATION FURTHER . 

4. FROM OUR VANTAGE POINT IN BAGHDAD IT IS DIFFICULT TO TRACK 
WHAT IS OCCURRING VIS-A-VIS OUR EFFORTS TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF 
THE HOSTAGES . I PRESUME THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN PARA I 
IS KNOWN TO THE USG, WHILE SOME INFORMATION CONTAINED IN PARA 2 
SEEMS FAR-FETCHED . I WOULD, HOWEVER, APPRECIATE YOUR CH1E,C~K~I~N~G~~···· 'liWiliiiTiHillTiilHIOilSiiE•W•H•O•DiiEiAILiirWI TH TH I S PR OB LEM. I F THE y BEL I E v E .!I 
•CAN PROVIDE ANY NEW INSIGHTS OR INFORMATION l!Q: 
NOT OTHERWISE AVAILABLE, I WOULD BE HAPPY IO F©LLOW UP WITH HIM. 
NEWTON 

.tl.!l.11 r I n r ll T I • I 
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