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ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc D;te Restrictions
Pages
12053 REPORT TRIP REPORT : LATIN AMERICA - 2 10/16/1985 B1

R 5/24/2013 F1999-008/2

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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SECRET™
Tasking: Request NIO/Terrorism & Narcotics to commission an IIM (NIE
. « «2) on the question of the cost/benefits to the U.S. in terms of
the support to terrorism/narcotics resulting from Panama's laissez
faire policies. (Explore duty-free port activity, international
banking transactions, personnel transists, arms & narcotics
transfers, National Guard corruption, etc.)

Of interest during the SOUTHCOM briefings was a detailed
presentation on the Area Specialist Teams (ASTs), who are Special
Forces personnel who conduct "low profile" (i.e. civilian clothes
and long hair, but official passport & military ID card if
challenged) security surveys of Embassies and other key US
facilities overseas, specifically for planning use by US CT forces
in a contingency (i.e. how to react to a repeat performance of the
Tehran Embassy seizure...). When asked how they related to ISA, the
AST leader replied that the CTJTF didn't want ISA in the Latin
American region:

3. Costa Rica: The model of democracy in the region. No current
terrorism problems. But, with small, ill-equipped, poorly-trained
security forces, the country remains extremely vulnerable to future
terrorism.

4, El1 Salvador: A country deeply involved in guerrilla war since
1979. Government forces have gotten the upper hand over the past
year and are currently forcing the guerrillas to reduce the size of
their groups and revert to urban terrorism (instead of attempting to
defeat government forces in the countryside). Unfortunately, a
paradoxical side-effect of this progress in the war is that any and
all North Americans are being specifically targetea by the smaller,
less controlled, less ably-led terrorist groups. Terrorism in San
Salvador against North Americans will probably increase. The U.S.
Ambassador 1is wrestling with the terribly difficult decision of
whether to order the evacuation of American dependents. Up to this
point, the political objective of supporting the Duarte government--
appearance of "normalcy" and of government control--plus the very
strong desires of at least a significant number of people, has
outweighed the assessment of danger to Americans. U.S. dependents
in San Salvador remain there voluntarily, accepting patriotically
the increased personal risks of terrorism.

Recommendations:

1l. That the background section of the Task Force report inciude a
brief discussion of the regional differences in terrorism, in an
effort to convey the complexity of terrorism.

2. That the background section of the Task Force report include the
judgment that Americans abroad, particularly diplomats, military
personnel, and dependents, will be at increased risk. A decision to
implement witharawal must attempt to assess the political costs of
such a move, and balance them against numerous other factors,
primarily involving the safety of those involved. Serious
consideration must also be given to the numbers of people required
at overseas posts. We should not expose, nor need we protect, any
more than are really necessary.
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