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BRITISH EMBASSY,  3[550

WASHINGTON, D.C.

25 March 1985

Admiral John Poindexter
The White House
WASHINGTON DC 20500

deor T,

When the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland called
on you today he promised to let you have the factual paper
we have now produced on the IRA.

I enclose a copy of this factual paper, copies of which
I have also given to Bob Oakley at the State Department. As
I understand the purpose of this paper, it is to provide a
quarry for briefing material that you yourselves would produce.
The facts in the paper are unclassified.

When you and the State Department have had a chance to
study the paper, it would be useful if you could let us know

how you intend to proceed.

D H A Hannay
Minister
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11. Sinn Fein's support of violence is constantly reiterated. At

the 1983 annual conference, the new President, Gerry Adams, said:

"I am glad of the opportunity to pay tribute to the
freedom-fighters: the men and women volunteers of

the IRA" (Belfast Telegraph, 14 November 1983).

12. Links between the Provisional IRA and Sinn Fein are close and

their ultimate objectives are identical. As Gerry Adams has said:

"Sinn Fein and the IRA have the same objectives. The IRA
is engaged in armed struggle. Sinn Fein would not only
defend the IRA's right to wage armed struggle but has the
job, increasingly, of popularising support”. (The Guardian,
London, 4 November 1982); and, the political role of Sinn
Fein is merely to "broaden and popularise the struggle.

For in the end the movement will have to depend on whatever
armed pressure the IRA can bring". (Sunday Times, London,

8 May 1983).

13. Sinn Fein has been widely condemned by the leaders and ordinary
members of the constitutional parties in both parts of Ireland. For.
example, in a speech to the nationalist SDLP annual conference on

28 January 1984, party leader John Hume said:

"People see the IRA cause millions of pounds worth of
‘destruction and they are not impressed by Sinn Fein's
complaints about housing conditions. They know the IRA
have bombed thousands of jobs out of existence and have
kept thousands of other jobs out of Northern Ireland by
murdering industrialists, and they are not impressed by
Sinn Fein's exploitation of the IRA's dole queues"

(Daily Telegraph, London, 30 January 1984).
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17.

from widespread intimidation, it has used perscnation, by which
another person's vote is used; false or multiple registration on
the electoral roll; and false applications for postal votes. It
is estimated by independent commentators in the United Kingdom that
as much as 20% of Sinn Fein's votes in recent elections may have been

acquired by malpractice.

The Provisional IRA's organisation

As far as PIRA is concerned, the pattern of hierarchical organ-
isation set out in its constitution is adhered to only loosely.

In theory, the supreme authority is the General Army Convention
which is supposed to meet every two years. In practice, the
Convention is defunct and power rests with the Provisional Army
Council normally elected by the Convention. The Army Council is
responsible for general direction of policy and terrorist
strategy. The Council, which is currently dominated by Northerners
close to Gerry Adams, has the power to "conclude peace or

declare war" and makes regulations regarding organisation ,
training, equipment and operations; its approval is required

for operations against prestige or political targets, for
operations on the mainland and overseas, and for any armed action
within the Republic. Below the Army Council are the Commands
(north and south), brigades, battalions and units. However,
fears about internal security led to a major restructuring of
PIRA organisation in 1977: currently there is a system of
"active service units" or teams with local commanders, loosely
directed and co-ordinated by either Northern Command (in Northern

Ireland and the border counties) or Southern Command (in the
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83. In its campaign to arouse opposition to the security
forces in Northern Ireland, PIRA exploits the inconvenience

and occasional abuses which almost inevitably arise in the fight
against violent criminals operating from within a civilian
population. Accounts of ill-treatment have often been
falsified, and almost all encounteres between the Provisionals
and the security forces are misrepresented in IRA propaganda.
According to the former Guardian (London) correspondent in
Northern Ireland:

"... almost every time an IRA man is killed there is a
protest about the circumstances of his killing: wusually
the initial protests ('he never touched a gun in his
life - he wasthe most gentle of human beings, wouldn't
hurt a £iy") evolvedvinto the truth next day, in the
death column of the Irish News, when one would read:
"Seamus - aged 19, Lieutenant, 2nd Battalion, Creggan
Brigade IRA, in action against British forces'" ('In Holy

Terror' by Simon Winchester, Faber and Faber, 1974).

84. In An Phoblacht/Republican News there are frequent
allegations of har rassment by the security forces of

"Republican political activists". Activities by the police

or by the army are characterised as "repression"; and it is
claimed that the British consider nationalist lives "expendable"
and that "the Brits can decide to kill a few in order to

placate the Unionists". The security forces in the Republic

are subject to a similar campaign. In recent years this has
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in the Official IRA/Official Sinn Fein and had been campaigning with-
out success for a renewal of the "military" campaign against the
Security Forces since the ceasefire declared by OIRA in 1972. INLA
is a much smaller organisation than PIRA, possessing possibly no
more than fifty active terrorists, but distinguishes itself by an
almost complete lack of restraint in the kind of attacks which it

is prepared to contemplate. Although unable to sustain a terrorist
campaign at the level achieved by PIRA, INLA has mounted several
savage attacks in recent years in an effort to raise its own public
profile. It claimed responsibility for the bomb which killed the
Conservative MP Mr Airey Neave at the House of Commons in March 1979,
and was involved in a bomb attack on a dance hall at Ballykelly in
December 1982, resulting in the deaths of eleven soldiers and six
civilians., A group calling itself the "Catholic Reaction Force",
which was generally believed to be a cover name for INLA, carried
out a shooting attack on a Protestant church hall at Darkley, Co

Armagh, in November 1983 in which three people were killed.

87. INLA/IRSP has always pursued a revolutionary Marxist ideology,
which has always found little favour with the electorate on the
occasions when IRSP has chosen to contest elections. In any event,
INLA terrorists are less politically motivated than the Provisionals
and are less disciplined in their activities, which results in some
members taking more interest in personal gain that in funding the
organisation when armed robberies are carried out. Indeed those who

join INLA rather than PIRA are probably attracted by its less rigid

structure and
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SECURITY STATISTICS -

/\
1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 19813 1984 19685 }
Deaths:

Army /UDR 48 129 66 35 20 29 29 2] 48 16 23 28 15 19
RUC/RUC(R) 11 17 13 15 11 23 14 10 14 9 21 12 18 9
Civilians 115 321 171 166 216 245 69 50 51 50 57 57 44 36
TOTAL 174 467 250 216 247 297 112 81 113 75 101 97 77 64
Injuries:

Army /UDR 390 578 548 483 167 264 188 135 153 17 140 98 88 86
RUC/RUC{R) 315 485 291 235 263 303 183 302 165 194 332 99 142 267

Civilians 1,838 3,813 1,812 1,680 2,044 2,162 1,027 548 557 530 878 328 280 513
TOTAL 2,543 4,876 2,651 2,398 2,474 2,729 1,398 985 815 801 1,350 525 510 866
Shoot.ing )

Incidents 1,756 10,628 5,010 3,206 1,803 1,908 1,081 755 7208 642 815 382 289 230
Explosions 1,022 1,382 978 685 399 766 366 455 422 280 398 219 266 193
Neutralisation 493 471 542 428 236 426 169 178 142 120 131 113 101 55
Finds:

‘Firearms 717 1,264 1,595 1,260 825 837 590 400 301 203 509 37 214 197
Ammunition (RDS) 157,944 {183,410 187,399 {147,202 73,604 70,306 52,091 43,512 46,280 28,078 47,327 }41,452 {35,047 {27,211
Explosives{1lbs) 2,748 41,488 38,418 26,120 11,565 21,714 3,809 2,108 1,996 1,810 7,536 5,066 3,762 8,535
Charges:

Murder 13 71 17 138 120 131 60 45 6] 48 50 75 41
Attempted Murder 16 85 76 a8 121 135 79 39 59 72 96 60 68
Firearms Of fences N/A 242 631 545 460 353 301 225 177 112 155 173 150 155
Explosives 86 236 161 100 215 146 79 40 39 39 41 48 21
of fences
Theft 111 186 239 314 180 203 151 159 128 158 130 119 94
Other 63 205 276 97 279 392 249 210 149 446 196 155 149
TOTAL N/A 531 1,414 1,374 1,197 1,276 1,308 84) 670 550 918 686 607 528
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