
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Matlock, Jack F.: Files 

Folder Title: Speeches [Presidential Address to 

European Parliament in Strasbourg 05/08/1985] (2) 

Box: 35 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


PENDING REVIEW IN ACCORDANCE WITH E.O. 13233 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name MATLOCK, JACK: FILES Withdrawer 

LOJ 3/28/2007 

File Folder 

Box Number 

ID Doc Type 

A NOTES 

SPEECHES [PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT IN STRASBOURG 5/8/85] (2/12) 

FOIA 
F0l-061 

35 

Document Description 

MATLOCK COMMENTS [1-44, 45] 

No of Doc Date 
Pages 

B TRANSCRIPT DRAFT OF SPEECH [72-91] 20 4/26/1985 Lt 



! I 
I ' 

MATLOCK COMMENTS 

Revision still does not reflect guidance received earlier 
and does not have the focus needed for this speech . 

Focus should be on E-W issues and should be presented in a 
way that persuades West Europeans -- even those of socialist 
bent -- of the necessity of standing firm and united. 

Dwelling on internal economic policies, however accurately, 
does not contribute to this end (pp 7-9). Furthermore, some 
of thestatements will come across as patronizing and/or 
hectoring. These themes are fine for a U.S. audience and 
also for private meetings with European leaders. They are 
totally counterproductive in a major speech in Europe. 

E-W policy is not presented in a coherent fashion (pp 
10-12). This needs more emphasis and the ideas must be 
logically related. 

Direct attack on "peace movement" (pp 13-15) is not good 
tactics. For one thing, it legitimizes the term when we 
should not do so. Second, it exaggerates the significance 
of this force in the key European countries (almost absent 
in France, for example , and weak in Italy and the U.K.). 

Treatment of East Europe is shallow and entirely rhetorical. 
If the issue is raised (and it should be), then this must be 
done in a more serious and substantive fashion. 
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STRASBOURG SPEECH 
April 26, 1985 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. It is an honor to be with you 

on this day. 

We mark today the anniversary of the liberation of Europe from 

tyrants who had seized this continent and plunged it into a 

terrible war. Forty years ago tod~y, the guns were stilled and 

peace began -- a peace that has endured to become the longest of 

this century. 

On this day 40 year~ ago, they swarmed onto the boulevards op 

Paris, rallied under the arc de triomphe, and sang the 

"Marseillaise" in the free and open air. In Rome, the sound of 

church bells filled St. Peter's square and echoed through the 

city. On this day 40 years ago, Winston Churchill walked out 

onto a balcony in Whitehall and said to the people of Britain, 

"this is your victory" -- and the crowd yelled back, "no, i t is 

yours," in an unforgettable ~oment of love and gratitude. 

Londoners tore the blackout curtains from their windows, and put 

floodlights on th great symbols of English history. And for the 

first t ime in six years Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, and St. 

Paul's Cathedral were illuminated against t he sky. 

Across the ocean, a half mi llion New Yorkers flooded Times Square 

and, being Americans, l aughed and posed for t he cameras. I n 

Washington, our new president, Harry Truman, called reporters 



into his office and said, "the flags of freedom fly all over 

Europe." [he added: "and its my birthday, too!"] 

On this day 40 years ago, I was in and as I passed a -------

radio I heard the words, "ladies and gentlemen, the war in Europe 

is over," and like so many people that day I felt a chill, as if 

a gust of cold wind had just swept past, and I realized: 

never forget this moment. 

I will 

This day can't help but be emotional, for in it we feel the long 

tug of memory; we are reminded of shared joy and shared pain and 

the terrible poignance of life. A few weeks ago in Califoinia an 

old soldier touched on this. With tears in his eyes he said, "it 

was such a different world then. It's almost impossible to 

describe it to someone who wasn't there but, when they finally 

turned the lights on in the cities again, it was like being 

reborn." 

If it is hard to communicate the happiness of those days, it is 

even harder to remember Europe's agony. 

So much of it lay in ruins. Whole cities had been destroyed. 

children played in the rubble and begged for food. The 

concentration camps had been opened, and had yielded their 

terrible secrets, secrets that provide a painful reminder of 

those t ragic years: A hollow-eyed woman, dazed with pain and 

disoriented from loss, staring out from an empty doorway. 

4· 



By this day 40 years ago, 40 million lay dead, and the survivors 

composed a continent of victims. And to this day, we wonder: 

how did this happen? How did civilization take such a terrible 

turn? After all the books and th documentaries, after all the 

histories, and studies, we still wonder: How? 

Hannah Arendt spoke of "the banality of evil" -- the banality of 

the little men who did the terrible deeds. We know what they 

were: totalitarians who used the state, which they had elevated 

to the level of "God," to inflict war on peaceful nations and 

genocide on innocent peoples. 

[We know of the existence of evil in the human heart, and we know 

that in Nazi Germany that evil was institutionalized -- given 

power and direction by the state, by a corrupt regime and the 

j ack-boots who d id its bidding.] And we know, we learned, that 

early attempts to placate the totalitarians did not save us from 

war. In fac t , they guaranteed it. There are lessons to be 

l earned in t hi s and never forgotten. 

But there i s a l esson too in another t hing we saw in t hose days: 

perhaps we c an c a l l it "the appeal of vir t ue." The c ommon men 

and women who somehow dug greatness f rom wi th i n their sou l s -­

t he people who sang to the c hildren during the blitz, who j o i ned 

the resistance and sa i d 'no' t o ty ranny, the people who hi d t he 

J ews and the dissidents, the people who became, for a moment, the 



repositories of all the courage of the west -- from a child named 

Anne Frank to a hero named Wallenberg. 

These names shine. They give us inspiration forever. And the 

glow from their beings, the glow of their memories, lit fµ rope 1n 

her darkest days. 

Who can forget the days after the war? They were hard days, yes, 

but we can't help but look back and think: life was soic. vivid 

then. There was the sense of purpose, the joy of shared effort, 

and, later, t he i mposs i ble joy of our tri~mph. Those were the 

days when the West rolled up its sleeves and repaired the damage 

that had been done. Those were the days when Europe rose in 

glory from the ruins. 

The people of North America and the people of Europe forged a new 

partnership which would ensure t hat the conditions whi c h led to 

World War II would never again threaten the peace -- or the 

freedom of the continent. Our partnership is i nherently strong 

because of our shared values and traditions, our be l iefs in 

democracy and t he sovereignty of the individual. 

Together, we c reated and put i n to pl ace the Marsha ll Pl an to 

rebuild from the rubb l e. Tog e ther we crea t ed the At lantic 

All iance, the first al li ance i n t he world which proc eeded not 

from transient interes t s o f s t a t e but from shared i dea l s. 

Together we created the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, a 



defense system aimed at seeing that the kind of tyrants who had 

tormented Europe would ~ever torment her again. NATO was a 

triumph of organization and effort, but it was also something 

very new, very different. For NATO derived its strength directly 

from the moral values of the people it represented. It was 

infused with their high ideals, their love of liberty, their 

commitment to peace. There were obstacles which we overcame 

which were worth overcoming, because our people shared a common 

vision -- to be free. 

But perhaps the greatest trivmph of all was not in the realm of a 

sound defense or material achievement. No, the greatest triumph 

of Europe after the war is that in spite of all the chaos, 

poverty, sickness, and misfortune that plagued this continent 

in spite of all that, the people of Europe resisted the call - of 

new tyrants and the lure of their seductive philosophies. Europe 

did not become the breeding ground for new extremist 

philosophies. Europe resisted the totalitarian temptation. 

§ stead, the people of ,;;.rope embraced democracy, the strongest 

dream, the dream the fascists could not kill. They chose 

freedom. 

Today we celebrate the leaders who led the way-- Churchill and 

Monnet, Adenauer and Schumann, de Gasper l i and Spaak, Truman and 

Marshall. And we celebrate, too, the free political parties that 

contribut ed their share to greatness: the Liberals and the 

Chrisitian Democrats, the Social Democrats and Labour and the 



Conservatives. Together they tugged at the same oar, and the 

great and mighty ship of Europe moved on. 

If any doubt their success, let them look at you. In this room 

are the sons and daughters of soldiers who fought on oppositef 

sides 40 years ago. Now you govern together and lead Europe 

democratically. You buried animosity and hatred in the rubble. 

There is no greater testament to reconciliation and to the 

peaceful unity of Europe than the men and women in this room. 

In the decades ·after the war, Europe knew great growth and power. 

You enjoyed amazing vitality in every area of life, from fine 

arts to fashion, from manufacturing to science to the wor l d of 

i deas. Europe was robust and alive, and none of this was an 

accident. It was the natural result of freedom, the natural 

fruit of the democratic ideal. We in America looked at Europe 

and called her what she was: an Economic Miracle. 

But a miracle that should not have been a surprise to us. Too 

often when we Americans think about our European her i tage, we 

think first of the extraordinary cultural influences and of the 

successive population waves t hat have provided us with suc h a 

rich et h~ic heritage. We tend to forget tha t the extrao rd inary 

pace of econom ic deve l opment i n the U.S. du r ing the 19t h Cent u r y 

and on i nto t he 20t h is al s o in t ima tiely conn ected with o ur 

European heritage. Many know t hat our legal system was large l y 

i nherited from Great Brit i an, but never know for example that 



the expansion of the American railroads which accelerated the 

settlement of our West was largely financed in Europe and also 

that these same railroads were largely built with immigrant labor 

from Europe, as well as Asia. 

The industrial revolution began in Europe and soon spread to our 

shores. There were many Europeans and Euroean-Arnericans who 

ushered in the modern industrial-technological age in my country; 

among them Alexander Graham Bell, a Scotsman. Gugliemo Marconi 

and Albert Einstein are names known throughout the world for 

their contributions to all humanity. The industrial and 

management processes which were developed by distinguished 

European-Americans were the result of individual genius, but they 

could not have flourished were it not for the openness and 

democratic nature of t ~ Arnerican 

common precepts esp~ ed by such 

Locke, Rousseau, and Adam Smith. 

system, based as it 1s on 

great• Europeans as Hume, 

I also think it would be fair 

t o say that what Europeans have contrubuted to the deveopment of 

t he Amer i can free enterprise system has paid ri c h dividends to 

t he world as a whole and t o Europe in particular for the 

i mprovement of t he material condit i on of mankind--and this 

process continues t oday. We mus t continue t o l earn from each 

o ther so t ha t f r e e enterpr i se and s ocial j us ti c e c an be p r omo t ed 

i n such a way as to i nc rease oppor t uni ti es f or a l l our peop l e. 

Dur i ng his recent visit t o Wash i ngton, President Delors spoke 

t he need for more entrepreneurship and dynamism in Europe. 

.... 



I believe that we in the West --all of us, to varying 

degrees--have been so preoccupied with providing economic 

security that we have inadvertently engaged in policies that have 

reduced economic opportunity. We know that those policies are: 

massive growth in P~f l J ~ expendi~ure, ~oth in volume and as a 
~ t;;S S..l" V ■ 1; »•a.st '\.O-'t-1 (}AA" I V\~ -

percentage of \lfilj..,..."""1 and a bias against entrepreneurship. The 

last is the key problem, I believe, becasue a bias against 

entrepreneurship is a bias against individual freedom-- and where 

there is no freedom, prosperity perishes. 

~ave we forgotten some bracing truths? The free enterprise 

system, from freedom of invention to freedom of investment, is 

the one system designed by man that succeeds 1n raising up the 

poor . When men and women are encouraged and allowed to start 

their own businesses, and create wealth and jobs, t hey not only 

• add to the sum total of happt ness in their communities-- they add 

to the sum total of economic energy in their country , and sum 

total of economic strengh in the West. 

We are at a unique time in the world's history in that we both 

know what to do and have the mneans to do it. Now is the time to 

realize that all economic policies must be judged by their 

effects on economic growth . I believe that now 1s the time to 

strenghten incentives and remove the impediments to growth. 

And I would like to add that all of us in the West should honor 

. .. 



< the entrep~ neur for his--and her-- contributions to the common 

good, the common welfare. To invest one's time and money i n an 

enterprise is a profoundly faithful act, for i t is a declarat i on 

of faith in the future. Entrepreneurs take risks that benefit us 

all-- and they deserve rewards. 

Europe's economic growth will require further development of 

European unity. Tomorrow will mark the 35th anniversary of 

Robert Shuman's historic proposal for extablishmento of a 

European Coal and Steel Community, the first block in the 

creation of a united Europe. As Schuman ~aid then, the purpose 

was to tie French aand German an~ European- industrial 

production so tightly together t hat war between them "becomes not 

merely unthinkable but materially i mpossible." It was t he c hi l d 

o f Robert Schuman ' s genius -- and i f he were here t oday I be l ieve 

he would say: We have only just begun. 

I am here to t ell you America rema ins, as she was 40 years ago, 

ded i cated to t he unity of Europe. We cont i nue t o see a strong 

and unified Europe. We favor t he expansion of the European 

Community; we we l come t he entrance o f Spain and Por t ugal in to 

t hat Communit y , for their presence makes for a s t ronger Europe , 

and a stronger Europe i s a stronger Wes t . 

The econom ic s ummit we hav e j us t concluded in Bonn has re a ffirmed 

onc e ag ain the importanc e of Weste rn eco nomic coope r ati on . And 

it reaffirmed t he impor t ance of t he committment we all share to 

l t beralize trade and resist pro tectio n i st pressures. I be li eve a 



key step to en1 uring continued growth is to launch a new round 

of multilateral trade negotiations next year . And so I welcome 

the idea, given new i~ etus at Bonn, of a "Brussels Round." 

If reality is on the side of capitalism, morality i fr ely on 

side of democracy. The Western ideal has become the standard 

the 

upon which the world's nations are judged and by which they judge 

themselves: Western values and Western democracy have proven that 

freedom does indeed work. But if we are to take advantage of 

th- is great success, we must have confidence in our ability to 

do so. Maintainng this confidence is an important common task. 

I can assure you that America will do its part. 

Too often 
SflA.ML 
~~e ~ speak of "East-West" tensions 

and the East were equally responsible for the threat to world 
s~ 

peace today. • speak of "the Superpowers" as if they are moral 

equals--two huge predators composed in equal parts of virtue and 
~~ 

of vice. 'II! speak of the "senseless spiral of the arms race" as 

"' if the West and the East are equally consumed 

dominate the world. ~ peak as if the world 

neutral-- when in our hearts, most of us know 
~ w N\.-0 'V.AC)o>'\J. t.~~\J-~ ~-1-~"·· 
+o+r,..£,'~ I 

" 

by the ambition to 

were morally 

i t is not . F !Vt-~ 
c.l!,~ ~CA <-7 ~ 

In 1961, in Berlin, a c i ty half free and half communist, 

30, 000 people a month were fleeing from one side to t he other. I 

would ask the young people of Europe: which side were these 

people fleeing from, and why? And which regine had to build a 



wall and imprison the people within so they would not flee? 

They did not flee the democracies of the West. They fled, 

and continue to flee, ss~~~m••~i••~t totalitarian systems which 

satisfy neither the material nor spiritual needs of their people. 

From Indochina, from Afgh?~istaj , from Eastern Europe 40 years 
~ t~-:_ 

after a Soviet-style system,{ they still flee. People have 

continued to vote with their feet. And their inexorable, 

invariable vote is to escape from Communist systems to 

societies. 

It is the communist system, and especially the Soviet Union, 

which is the principal destabilizing influence in the world 

today. It is t his system against which we are forced to defend 

ourselves. Wi t hout t his knowledge we cannot maintain t he 

strength that maintains our peace. 

of longer-range I.N.F. missiles to offset t he Soviet bui l dup o f 

SS -20 mi ss iles -- a build-up that ~ad led to a n enormous and 

widening military i mbalance whi c h th reatened the peac e. It was 

no t an eas y deci s ion and i t was not made without polit ic a l co s t . 

leaders of Europe were as brave as the great l eaders 

of World War I I in resisting pressures to keep NATO from 



J 

redressing the balance. And on this day I thank them. 

Finally, we have strengthened our confidence i n Western 

democratic i deals, in the vital i ty of our democratic processes, 

-~ and in our commitment to human r i ghts. This is an effort whic h 

l,J- tJ, fas witnessed great t ransatlant ic i nte ll ec t ua l collaboration. 

? hinkers like Aron, Revel, Montanelli and others have eloquently 

defended Western values ,. a-nd r ep ud i a t ed the s omet i mes fasl=\ioRab 'l:-e­

t-h-eory of mora l eqai va l a nce beL w~en Eas t aiid We-s-t.... Their wisdom 

has helped to stimulate a renewed appreciation for the 

relationship between our values and our relations with the Soviet 

Union. ~\J-e,v.._~ ~ V-l?~~ t1Av-t ~ . .. 

~~ ·"4~11"::;;t. .7lYz:, ~ ;.!._~'-':Lk 
"" AaYe i fa s e:/&. di H i cu lt trntl>• , I n e,., modern ag-e , °'Jf;i 

t....,-CL .,..,_ ~-t ~\.\L et.~ . . . 

aud ar:e r eppgo a ot t o our val1 1es, 

We are t ry ing t o put our r e l at ions with t he Sov i ets on a 

urable foot i ng for t he l ong term. Our approach has been based 

n a r eal i st ic as s essmen t of t he Sov i et chal l enge, r enewed 

es t ern streng t h a nd s olidar ity and r eadines s to purs ue 

ego ti a t ions desi gned t o ac hi eve concre t e r esu lt s. As we look t o 

the f utu r e , we re cogn i z e tha t t he Sovi e t Un i on ha s be come a nd 

r ema i ns a global superpower. We c annot i nfluence a l l the 

f ac tors, i nternal and ex t ernal, which guide Sov i et behav ior. 

,. 



Together, however, we can act and negotiate to encourage the new 

Soviet leadership to accept the view that restraint and mutually 

beneficial agreements are its most attractive option in relations 

with the West. 

The task we have set for ourselves is a difficult one. The 

Soviets will continue to view the world through the prism of 

their ideology which suggests that history is moving the "global 

correlation of forces" in their direction. Thw Soviets will be 

tempted, as they have in the past, to give the forces of history 

help by creating facts to confirm their theories. We must "!e able 

to resist these encroachments and to be alert to Soviet 

disinformation campaigns and in the process convince Soviet 

leaders that this course will gain nothing for them. At the same 

time we must continue to pursue the possibilities of cooperation 

and seek to negotiate lower levels of armaments. We must conduct 

our relations in such a way that the Soviet leaders understand 

the necessity for seeking a more constructive and reciprocal 

relationship. 

Now new talks have begun bwetween the United States and the 

Soviet Union in Geneva, and we are hopeful that they will yield 

fa ir and ver i fi ab l e agreements that could lead to s ignific an t 

reductions in the size of their nuc lear arsenal and ours. 

We will meet with the Soviet Union in good faith. We pray 

that the Soviets, havif ng decided to rejoin us at the negotiating 



table, will adopt the same attitude. We will make it clear, as 

we have in t he past, that the United States continues to have 

peaceful intentions -- and only peaceful intentions -- t oward t he 

Soviet Union. 

We do not go to the bargaining t able expecting the Soviets t o 

suddenly change their system o~ their i ntentions in a magnanimous 

gesture of good will. But we hope to encourage the Soviets to 

see that it is in their own interests t o s_t °f trying to ach i eve a 

destabiliz·ing superiority over t he West. 

There is one area of defense that I want to speak about today 

because it i s misunderstood by some of our friends. 
,,,--. 

Ever sine e 
v 

the Sov i et Union c~ e i nto possess i on of the sec rets o f nuc l ear 

t echnology, we i n t he lJest have had no c hoice but to rely upon 

"' 

the so- called "ba l anc e of t error" i n order to deter war. Nuc l ear 

deterrence has worked for 40 years now, and for ~ e (3orsf eab l;JI ~ ',_.'fl,., 
f ut u re, i t wil l r emain t he foundat i on of our c ommon secur it y- bu t 

"\M..'4-S-t- II 
we ~ hope• fo r a bet t er way. I bel i eve we may hav e fo und a 

path that could lead us to t hat be tt er way. We are now exp l or i ng 

emerging t e chnolog i es a i med at en hanc ing deterrenc e t hrough 

defensiv e means . The United States has begun to i nvestigaace the 

fe as i bili t y o f t hese new techno log ies in a broad-bas ed re se a r ch 

program Ne call the Strategic Defens e .:[n itiative~- or SDI . 

Th i s research program 1s an ambi t ious undertaking, and we cannot 



yet say which technologies will prove feasible. But the research 

completed so far is promising, and is the most hopeful 

development of our time. With it comes the possiblity that we 

may one day be able to rely f ar less on t he threat of nuclear 

retaliation to keep the peace, and to ~ e~ epend.e.i:il;e 
dtL~~ 

on 

non-nuc l ear~ iear1s-~ hi c h t hreaten no one. 

Can the potential benefits o~ . tE~ technologies be any clearer? 
~~ .I 

Certainly not to the Soviet , for they are doing the same kind of 

research. And we do not fear t his-- we welcome it. 

Pewv,J._ iD ~ ,,t_,_j_,~ 1 ~ °81~ wt-~ J:;~~ 
~ ~ is not an ~attempt_J _[ ; chiev~ nuc l ear superiori t,x- ~ it i s an 

f ,' ~ 4 p s7::: ~s ~ ~ ~ , 
attempt to '\.insure the strategic balance s-A:d eur e;m-m.u-~ 

secut"+ t ys e eui: i+y,- JU~ ~ at tempt to 

control treat i es-- Awi~ l be carr i ed out 
~ ·~e.cu--L 

abrogate existing arms 

i n full/ compl i ance 

wi t h such treat i es. ~i s not destabilizing - - i n f act, as t he 

Sovie t s have long pursued such research, it wou l d be 
i ~ l;;f; And ;-t-

de st ab i 1 i zing if t he Wes ~ · . 95 will not "decouple" ~ /' _ 
'>11> Sf.JS~ wiu:c.L i"cl ~ ~ e:f- UJl... 

Ameri c a f rom Eu r ope-- .. will ~ ind a. more s t a,i;;, J e way o'{ 

?I o t e st ; o g a 11 a f 1, s-~ eo,,v-,s ,' ~ tf /:.; -,k [A,.,,.._ t'W g ..;;:;t;:;, 

We a ll wan t peace; we a ll wa nt to protect the wor l d. Bu t we have 

a bette r chance of prese rving the peace i f •;1 e 1n the West see the 

wo r ld as i t fV and d ea l ho nes tl y wi th iptJ hard r e a lities. 

It i s a hidden t ribute to t he West t hat so much effor t i s devo ted 

t o appeal i ng to Western governments for disarmament. Perhaps 



this is because the East seems forbidding and implacable while 

Western societies give a free and open hearing to such appeals. 

Union consigns to the Gulag or to psychiatric The Soviet 

hospitaQ those few brave peace activists in their own sociwty 

who dare speak out for true peace. 

The United States welcomes serious and sincere interest in arms 

control by people throughout the world. We are committed to arms 

control. But we will not be satisfied just by signing 

ceremonies. And those who really care about arms control will 

also care about compliance. For arms control is nothing unless 

both sides comly. 

We have much to do-- and we must do it together. 

We must always remember that unilateral concessions and 

unilateral disarmament do not pave the road to peace. We must 

remain unified in the face of attempts to divide us. We must 

remain strong i n spite of attempts to weaken us. And we must 

remember that our unity and our strength are not a mere impulse 

of like-minded allies, not a mere geopolitical calculation. Our 

unity is the natural result of our shared love for liberty. 

Those o f us who live in the West ~ill all have to remain 

v igi l ant and ready to respond to Sovi et ac t ions. We wi l l have to 

kee p in mind the obse rva t ion of Lord Palme r st on that tne policy 

and practice of the Russian government have always been to push 



forward its encroachments as fast and as far as the apathy or 

want of firmness of other governments would allow it to go, but 

always to stop and retire when it met with decided resitance, and 

then to wait afar the next favorable opportunity to make another 

spring on its intended victim. 

I am here today to reaffirm to the people of Europe the 

constancy of the American purpose. We were at your side through 

two great wars; we have been at your side through 40 years of a 

sometimes painful peace; and we are at your side today. It is 

not mere sentiment that dictates this, thqugh sentiment we feel. 

We are here because, like you, we have not veered from the . ideals 

of the West -- the ideals of freedom, liberty, and peace. Let no 

one -- no one -- doubt our purpose. 

All of us in this room want to preserve and protect our own 

democratic liberties -- but don't we have a responsibility to 

foster and encourage democracy throughout the world? And not 

because democracy i s "our" form of government but because we have 

learned that democracy is, in the last analysis, the only 

peaceful form of government. It is, in fact, the greatest 

Conflict Resolution Mechanism e v er dev i sed by man. For o nl y i n 

its atmoshe r e c an man peacefully resolve his d i fferences throug h 

t he ballot, t hrough a free press, t hrough free speech and free 

po l it i cal parties and the right to redress injust i ce. 

.. 

tl.= sl=r:;j .P.,... .p.u~..:..., -tf'~ - ~ 
Throughout the world Fr eedom F ~ c ~ cry out for our help 



in Afghanistan, in Asia, in Africa and Central America, in all 

the faraway places that are really so close. the most 

heartening thing, the most inspiring thing about these movements 

is that they are dominated by the young. It is freedom that is 

new again, democracy that is the new idea; and we know why 

because their newness is eternal. All the other systems -- all 

the isms -- reek with feebleness and age. 

We must promote and encourage freedom because it is the 

cornerstone of our shared values and our Alliance. It is ,our 
' 

soul stuff. Because we va lue freedom, we do not erect walls and 

.stririg barbed wire between ourselves and other nations. We 

understand the value of human contacts between our varied 

cultures and societies. Each year millions of private American 

citi zens will visit Europe, while Europeans in turn visit 

America. And each year friendships are renewed, ideas are 

exchanged and as a result, the Alliance grows stronger. Our 

partnership 1s strong because of the efforts, ideas and beliefs 

of many not of a select few. That i s why we encourage divergent 

views .... They make our Alliance richer, healthier and more 

united. 

I believe that posi tive change between the East and West is 

within our grasp if we allow the people of our different 

countries to work together to fin d common ways to turn human 

aspirations into common realities. 

,. 



We in the West make no claim to the perfect democracy although 
<i~S 

some of our ~ titutions are older-- and perhaps more tried and 
~ 

weather beaten than others- democracy is essentially an ideal • . 

It is fully realized nowhere. Each country struggles for it 

within its own culture. Yet democracy has it hallmarks. While 

there are new democracies and old, fragile and stable ones, those 

emerging and others apparant all democracies have certain common 

institutions. The l first is free elections where genuine 

alt f'd1 atives are offered and people can choose by secret ballot. 

Freedom of expression is another hallmark. To offer ones's 

opinion to express disagreement without fear of punishment is 

fundamental to a democratic society. 

We would like to see all people everywhere able to live in 

dignity to whicb he aspires. The trend of history visibly 

demonstrates the growing awareness of people everywhere that only 

democracy can respond to their profound needs; Latin America, 

Asia, and elsewhere the number of democratic institutions is 

increasing. 

All of these democratic nations share in the dedication that 

individual liberty and human dignity c an only be achieved through 

democracy. But there are t hose nations whose democratic 

institutions are newly emegerged and whose faith i sn t he process 

is not yet deeply rooted . They should have an established 
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community of their peers, that 1s, other democratic countr1 iioe" to 

~ m they can trun when in need, or he l p, or just advice. What 

warn purposing is that a democratic forum be established where 

communication and the exchange of ideas takes place in all 

directions and on all levels. All nations of shared values can 

learn from one another; nobody has a monopoly on wisdom. 

I would like to see a community to which a nation can look for 

help in strenghtening i t s institutions. 
-._/ 

I would like to see a 

democratic forum in which practical training, moral 

encouragement, and financial support c an be given to 

pro-democratic political, labor, business, and civic 

organizations. I would like to see a forum in which members 

could strive to improve living conditions tin those countr i es 

with a high lvel of poverty, becasue all members know that 

poverty destabi li zes democracy. 

In ~ stminster nearly three years ago, I spoke of the need f or 

democrati c governments t o get t ogether t o stabilize democ rac y . 

The work has begun. A year and a half ago the Council of Europe 

held a conferenc e heere i n Stas~ rg attended by de l ega t es of 28 

nat ions fro m fou r co n tine n t s. ~ ngrat ul a te these Eur o p ea n 

Memebers o f Par li amen t on what 1s now known as the "S t asbou r g 

Initia t ive." 

We too 1n ou r country a re engag ed in a broad non-par ti sa n effort 

t o strengthen and promote democratic ideals and institutions. 

- .. 



These efforts, yours and ours, reject the notion that democracy 

is only for Western and wealthy countries . In democracy are 

embodied the aspirations of all people. And we respect the 

different ways that countries in different parts of the globe met 

these aspirations and shape their institutions. 

Whether this suggestion for a forum of democratic governments is 
( 

initiated here at Stt sbourg or elsewhere, let us begin, now to 

associate ourselves. 

Let me add that this ideal does not stop short because there are 

arbitrary borders, some with barbed wires and control · towers. 

Here in Western Europe, you have created a Europe for yourselves 

in which there is a free flow of people, of information, of goods 

and of culture. It is the natural bent of all Europeans to move 

freely in all directions sharing and partaking of each other's 

i deas and culture. It is my hoen our hope, that in the 2lsat 

century-- which is only 15 years away-- all European, from Moscow 

to Lisbon can trav~ without a pssport and the free flow of 

people and ideas will include the other ha J of Europe. It is 

my fervent wish that in the next century there will once again be 

one/\, free Europe. 
V 

And we in the West must, finally, remember those who have, for 

now, lost out in the long fight for freedom -- but only for now . 

On this 40th anniversary of the l iberation of the victims of 

yesterday, I wish to speak to the victims of today. The people 



of the communist countries, th ~ eople who live in \i_laverd and 

oppression. I wish to speak to the people of th Soviet Union, 

the people of the nations of Eastern Europe, the people of the 

fallen nations of Asia. I wish to speak to those who live in the 

$F i §# labor camps and the psychiatric hospitals, the people 

behind the walls, and the barbed wire, and the secret police 

border guards. 

To them I say: We will not forsake you or forget you. We are 

your spiritual allies. We are with you as you suffer. We know 

what you have been told to co nfuse you, but please understand 

that we in the West want only peace, true peace, for you and for 

ourselves. 

To the people of the Free World, I say: we have great 

challenges, great goals ahead of us, great missions inspired by 

great love. There are some who say the West lacks energy -- the 

moral and spiritual energy to carry forth these great hopes and 

plans. But that is not true. Remember what Churchill said: we 

have not come this far because we are made of sugar candy. 

I do not believe the critic s who say that the people of Europe 

are these days paralyzed and pessimist ic . But if thi s is so, 

then all I can say as an objective friend who has observed you 

for 74 years is: Europe, beloved Europe, you are greater than 

you know. You are the treasury of centu ries of Western thought 

and Western culture, you are the father of Western ideals and the 



• 

mother of Western faith. 

Europe, you have been the power and the glory of the West, and 
-:, 

you are a moral success. In fact, in tha horrors 'after World War 

II, when you rejected totalitarianism, when you rejected the lure 

of new "Superman," and a "New Communist Man," you proved that you 

were -- and are -- a moral triumph. 

You are a Europe without illusions, a Europe firmly grounded in 

the ideals and traditions that made her greatness, a Europe 

unbound and unfettered by communism or fascism. You are, today, 

·a New Europe on the brink of a new century -- a democratic 

continent with much to be proud of. 

Throughout your hard history people have told you you're 

fi nished. Seventy years ago, at the beginning of World War I , a 

British diplomat looked out his window and said, "the lights are 

going out all over Europe." Well, I have been here many times in 

recent years, and let me tell you, you are incandescent still. 

There is great work ahead, work that is not unlike the building 

of great cathedral. The work is slow , compli cated, and 

painstaking . It is passed on with pride from generat ion to 

generation. It is the work not only of l eaders but of ordinary 

peopl e. The cathedral evolves as it 1s c reated, with each 

generat i on adding it s own vision -- but the initial spark of 

vision remains constant , and the faith that drives the vision 

- ·-,. 



• 

. 
• 

persists. The results may be slow th see, but our children and 

their children will trace in the air the emerging arches and 

spires and know the faith and dedication and love that produced 

them. My friends, Europe is th Cathedral, and it is illuminated 

still. 

And if you doubt your will, and your spirit, and your strength to 

stand for something, think of those people 40 years ago -- who 

wept in the rubble, who laughed in the streets, who paraded 

across Europe, who cheered Churchill with love and devotion, and 

who sang the "Marseillaise" down the boulevards. May I t ell you: 

spirit like that does not disappear; it cannot perish; it will 

not go away. There's too much left unsung within it. 

Thank you, all of you for your graciousness on this great day. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 
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(Noonan/BE) 
April 26, 1985 
11:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
STRASBOURG, FRANCE 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1985 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. It is an honor to be with 

you on this day. 

We mark todaf the anniversary of the liberation of Europe 

from tyrants who had seized this continent and plunged it into a 

terrible war. Forty years ago today, the guns were stilled and 

peace began -- a peace that has endured to become the longest of 

this century. 

On this day 40 years ago, they swarmed onto the boulevards 

of Paris, rallied under the Arc de Triomphe and sang the 

"Marseillaise" in the free and open air. In Rome, the sound of 

church bells filled St. Peter's Square and echoed through the 

city. On this day 40 years ago, Winston Churchill walked out 

onto a balcony in Whitehall and said to the people of Britain, 

"This is your victory" -- and, the crowd yelled back, "No, it is 

yours," in an unforgettable moment of love ~nd gratitude. 

Londoners tore the blackout curtains from their windows, and put 

floodlights on the great symbols of English history. And for the 

first time in 6 years Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, and St. Paul's 

Cathedral were illuminated against the sky. 
r--

Across the ocean, a half million New Yorker's flooded Times __,,, 
Square and, being Americans, laughed and posed for the cameras. 

In Washington, our new President, Harry Truman, called reporters 

·into his office and said, "The flags of freedom fly all over 

Europe." He added: "And it's my birthday too!" 
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on this day 40 years ago, I was in ___ , and as I passed a 

radio I heard the words, "Ladies and gentlemen, the war in Europe 

is over,• and like so many people that day I felt a chill, as if 

a gust of cold wind had just swept past, and I realized: I will 

never forget this moment. 

This day can't help but be emotional, for in it we feel the 

long tug of memory; we are reminded of shared joy and shared pain 

and the terrible poignance of life. A few weeks ago in 

California an old soldier touched on this. With tears in his 

eyes he said, "It was such a different world then. It's almost 

impossible to describe it to someone who wasn't there, but when 

they finally turned the lights on in the cities again it was like 

being reborn.• 

If it is hard to communicate the happiness of those days, it 

is even harder to remember Europe's agony. 

So much of it lay in ruins. Whole cities had been 

destroyed. Children played in the rubble and begged for food. 

The concentration camps had been opened, and had yielded their 

terrible secrets, secrets that gave us a symbol of Europe: a 

hollow-eyed woman, dazed with pain and disoriented from loss, 

staring out from an empty doorway. 
' 

By this day 40 years ago, 40 million lay dead, and the 

survivors composed a continent of victims. And to this day, we 

wonder: How did this happen? How did civilization take such a 

terrible turn? After all the books and the documentaries, after 

all the histories, and studies, we still wonder: How? 
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Hannah Arendt spoke of "the banality of evil" -- the 

banality of the little men who did the terrible deeds. We know 
-

what they were: totalitarians who used the State, which they had 

elevated to the level of "God," to inflict war on peaceful 

nations and genocide on an innocent people. 

We know of the existence of evil in the human heart, and we 

know that in Nazi· Germany that evil was institutionalized 

given power and direction by the State, by a corrupt regime and 

the jack-boots who did its bidding. And we know, we learned, 

that early attempts to placate the totalitarians did not save us 

from war. In fact, they guaranteed it. There are lessons to be 

learned in this and never forgotten. 

But there is a lesson too in another thing we saw in those 

days1 perhaps we can call it "the comnionness of virtue." I am 

speaking of the "common• men and women who somehow dug greatness 

from within their souls -- the people who sang to the children 

during the blitz, who joined the Resistance and said 'No' to 

tyranny, the people who hid the Jews and the dissidents, the 

people who became, for a moment, the repositories of all the 

courage of the West 

named Wallenberg. 

from a child named Anne Frank to a hero 

These names shine. They give us heart forever. And the 

glow from their beings, the glow of their memories, -lit Europe in 

her darkest days. 

Who can forget the days after the war? They were hard days, 

yes, but we can't help but look back and think: Life was so 

vivid then. There was the sense of purpose, the joy of shared 
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effort, and, later, the impossible joy of our triumph. Those 

were the days when the West rolled up her sleeves and repaired 

the damage that had been done. Those were the days when Europe 

rose in glory from the ruins. 

Together, America and Europe created and put into place the 

Marshall Plan to rebuild from the rubble. Together we created 

the Atlantic Alliance, the first alliance in the world which 

proceeded not from transient interests of state but from shared 

ideals. Together we created the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization, a defense system aimed at seeing that the kind of 

tyrants who had tormented Europe would never torment her again. 

NATO was a triumph of organization and. effort, but it was also 

something very new, .very different. For NATO derived .its 

strength directly from the moral values of the people it 

represented. It was infused with their high ideals, their love 

of liberty, their commitment to peace. 

But perhaps the greatest triumph of all was not in the realm 

of a sound defense or material achievement. No, the greatest 

triumph of Europe after the war is that in spite of all the 

chaos, poverty, sickness, and misfortune that plagued this 

continent -- in spite of all that, the people of Europe resisted 

the call of new tyrants and the lure of their seductive 

philosophies. Europe did not become the breeding ground for new 

extremist philosophies. Europe resisted the totalitarian 

temptation. Instead, the people of Europe embraced democracy, 

the strongest dream, the dream the fascists could not kill. They 

chose freedom. 
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and 

Today we celebrate the leaders ~~o led the way -- Churchill 

Monnet, Adenauer and Schuman, fe-iGasperi and Spaak, Truman 

and Marshall. And we celebrate, too, the free political parties 

that contributed their share to greatness: the Liberals and the 

Christian Democrats, the Social Democrats and Labour and the 

Conservatives. Together they tugged at ~he same oar; and the 

great and mighty ship of Europe moved on. 

If any doubt their success, let them look at you. In this 

room are the sons and daughters of soldiers who fought on 

oppositel sides 40 years ago. Now you govern together and lead 

Europe democratically. You buried animosity and hatred in the 

rubble. There is no greater testament to reconciliation and to 

the peaceful unity of Europe than the men and women in this room. 

In the decades after the war, Europe knew great growth and 

power. You enjoyed amaz~ng vitality in every area of life, from 

fine arts to fashion, from manufacturing to science to the world 

of ideas. Europe was robust and alive, and none of this was an 

accident. It was the natural result of freedom, the natural 

fruit of the democratic ideal. We in America looked at Europe 

and called her what she was: an Economic Miracle. 

And we could hardly be surprised. When w~ Americans think 

about our European heritage we tend to think of your cultural 

infiuences, and the rich ethnic heritage you gave us. But the 

industrial revolution that transformed the American economy came 

from Europe. The financing of the railroads we used to settle 

the West came from Europe. The guiding intellectual lights of 
w our free enterprise system -- Locke and Roussea, Hume and Adam 
A 



Page 6 

Smith -- came from Europe. And the geniuses who ushered in the 

modern industrial-technological age came from -- well, I think 

you know, but two examples will suffice. Alexander Graham Bell, 

whose great invention maddened every American parent whose child 

insists on phoning his European pen pal rather than writing to 

him -- was a Scotsman. And Gugliemo Marconi, who invented the 

radio -- thereby providing a living for a young man from Dixon, 

Illinois, who later went into politics I guess I should 

explain that's me -- now you know it's Marconi's fault · -- Marconi 

was born and bred, as you know, in Italy. 

And so we owe you much. And we must continue to learn from 

each other, and help each other. 

But when I was preparing for this visit I talked to some of 

your citizens and leaders, and those who had recently returned 

from Europe. And I read your newspapers and magazines, and I 

must tell you that I was struck by what you yourselves are 

calling "Europessimism,• "Europaralysis.• I am told there are 

those who feel that Europe these days seems to have lost her 

will, lost her way. Perhaps part of this lost quality, if I can 

call it that, is connected to the fact that some of us, in the 

past few years, have begun to question the ideals and 

philosophies that have guided the West for centuries. We have 

been skeptical of our partnerships. In time, some of us even 

questioned the moral and intellectual worth of the West. 

I wish to speak, in part, to that questioning today. And 

there is no better place to do it than Strasbourg -- where Goethe 

studied, where Pasteur taught, where Hugo first new inspiration. 
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This has been a lucky city for questioning and finding valid 

answers. It is also a city for which some of us feel a very 

sweet affection. You know that our Statue of Liberty was a gift 

from France, and its sculptor, F.A. Bartholdi, was a son of 

France. I don't know if you have ever studied the face of the 

Statue, but immigrants entering New York Harbor used to strain to 

see it, as if looking for reassurance about their new country. 

It is a strong, kind face; it is the face of Bartholdi's mother; 

and she was a woman of Alsace. And so, among the many thing we 

Americans thank you for, we thank you for her. 

I believe that some of the doubts about the West are 

directly connected to the performance of the West's economies. 

For a quarter century after the war, Europe was the locomotive of 

the world economy, pulling us all along. But in the past few 

years, Europe's dynamism has cooled. And I believe we can agree 

/' on some reasons for this -- and some solutions. 
. i'~ ' ~'-' No ? I believe that we in the West -- all of us, to varying 

fcr<J ~~degrees -- have been so preoccupied with providing economic 

~4 security for our people that we have inadvertently engaged in 

f~J' policies that have reduced economic opportunity. We know what 

~- those policies are: massive growth in public expenditure, both 
~ ' '"""~t-,·o-v...J_;c,._~ u-~1n volume and as a percentage of••£. -- and a bias against V entrepreneurship. The last is the key problem, I believe, 

because a bias against entrepreneurship is a bias against 

individual freedom -- and where there is no freedom, prosperity 

perishes. 
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Have we forgotten some bracing truths? Free enterprise 

from freedom of invention to freedom of investment -- is the one 

system designed by man that succeeds in raising up the poor. 

When men and women are encouraged and allowed to start their own 

businesses, and create wealth and jobs, they not only add to the 

sum total of happiness in their communities -- they add to the 

sum total of economic energy in their country, and sum total of 

economic strength in the West. 

We are at a unique time in ·· the world's history in that we 

both know what to do and have the means to do it. Now is the 

time to realize that all economic policies must be judged by 

.'X their effects on economic growth. I believe that now is the time 

\._~/ :: :::::g:::nr::::n::v::ra::o:::v:
0
t::ti::::i:::: ::r:r::t:h:-

~~<l! fruits of their labor, to restrain government spending, eliminate 
' ' v 

l \ regulatory burdens, and reduce tariff barriers. 
~ ' 
~ y"'"' And I would like to note here that all of us in the West 

\ should honor the entrepreneur for his -- and her -- contributions 

to the common good, the common welfare. To lnvest one's time and 

money in an enterprise is a profoundly faithful act, for it is a 

declaration of faith in the future. Entrepreneurs take risks 

that benefit us all -- and they deserve rewards. 

ro-9rowth policies in one country enhance the 

ing of all the world's citizens, for when we 

~~ increase the supply and the demand for goods and services in one 

country, all the markets of the world are enhanced. t s 
~ believe we must realize that if our young people feel powerless, 
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/

part of the solution is returning to them a chance at economic 

power. 

Europe's economic growth will require further development of 

European unity. Tomorrow will mark the 35th anniversary of the 

European Coal and Steel Community, the first block in the 

creation of a united Europe. The purpose was to tie French and 

German -- and European -- industrial production so tightly 

together that war between them would "become not merely 

unthinkable but materially impossible." Those are the words of 

Robert Schuman; the Coal and Steel Community was a child of his 

genius. And if he were here today I believe he would say: We 

have only just begun! 

I am here to tell you America remains, as she was . 40 years 

ago, dedicated to the unity of Europe. We continue to see a 

strong and unified Europe not as a rival but as an even stronger 
-

partner. We favor the expansion of the European Community; we 

welcome the entrance of Spain and Portugal into that Community, 

for their presence makes for a stronger Europe, and a stronger 

Europe is a stronger West. 

The economic summit we have just concluded in Bonn has 

reaffirmed once again the importance of Western economic 

cooperation. And it reaffirmed the importance of the commitment 

we all share to liberalize trade and resist protectionist 

pressures. I believe a key step to ensuring continued growth is 

to launch a new round of multilateral trade negotiations next 

year. And so I welcome the idea, given new impetus at Bonn, of a 

"Brussels Round." 
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If reality is on the side of capitalism, morality is surely 

on the side of democracy. But I wonder, too, if all of us still 

have complete faith in this fact. It seems to me the dilemma is 

both political and perceptual. Forty years ago, the vast 

majority of the good people of Europe knew who their adversaries 

were and why. But some in the West today seem confused about 

what is right and .what is wrong, what is a decent system and what 

is not, which philosophies should be resisted by man and which 

encouraged. 

This terrible moral confusion is reflected even in our 

language. We speak of "East-West" tensions as -if the West and 

the East were equally responsible for the threat to world peace 

today. We speak of "The Superpowers" as if they are moral 

equals -- two huge predators composed in equal parts of virtue 

and of vice. We speak of- the "senseless spiral of the arms race" 

as if the West and the East are equally consumed by the ambition 

to dominate the world. We speak as if the world were morally 

neutral -- when in our hearts, most of us know it is not. 

Let us look at the world as it is. There is a destabilizing 

force in the world -- and it is not the democracies of the West. 

There is a political entity which, through its.enormous military 

power, means to spread its rule -- and it is not the democracies 

of the West. • 

The central cause of the tensions of our time is the 

conflict between totalitarianism and democracy. The evidence of 

this is all around us, all around you. Europe is split in two. 

One side is free, democratic, non-expansionist, non-threatening 
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and peace loving. The other side is populated by subjugated 

peoples who, against their will, are suffering under the 

dictatorship of an implacably expansionist power. 

In 1961, in Berlin, a city half free and half communist, 

50,000 people a week were fleeing from one side to the other. I 

would ask the young people of Europe: which side were these 

people fleeing from, and why? And which regime had to build a 

wall and imprison the people within so they would not flee? 

In the late 1970's, in Ind~china, the boat people fled 

communism. In Afghanistan they flee communism. In Ethiopia they 

are starving to death because of communism. In Central America 

they flee communism. In Eastern Europe, 40 years after she was 

subsumed by the Soviet State, they still flee from communism. 

It is the communist system, and especially the Soviet Union, 

which is the principal destabilizing influence in the world 
, ,., 

today. And it is the acquisitive impulses of communism against 

which we are forced to defend ourselves. Knowing this, admitting 

this, is the beginning of wisdom and security for the West. For 

without this knowledge we cannot maintain the strength that 

maintains our peace. 

Over the past decade, we have witnessed a massive and 

sustained military build-up by the Soviet Union. There is no 

/ ~ justification for this build- up -- and the soviets know it. In 

~~ 1979, we in the NATO countries were forced to deploy a limited 

~- A number of longer-range I.N.F. missiles to offset the Soviet 

f ".:.'t ~~-buildup of SS-20 missiles -- a build-up that had led to an 

~J-,Y'\}r enormous and widening gap. It was not an easy decision and it 

~~,}\' 
0'1/ 
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was not made without political cost. Many of the leaders of 

Europe were as brave as the great leaders of the World War II in 

resisting pressures to stop deployment. And on this day I thank 

them. 

Now new talks have begun between the United States and the 

Soviet Union in Geneva, and we are hopeful that they will yield 

fair and verifiable agreements that could lead to significant 

reductions in the size of their nuclear arsenal and ours. 

We will meet with the Soviet Union in good faith. We pray 

that the Soviets, having decided to rejoin us at the negotiating 

table, will adopt the same attitude. We will make it clear, as 

we have in the past, that the United States continues to have 

peaceful intentions -- and only peaceful intentions , -- toward the 

Soviet Union. 

We do not go to the bargaining table expecting the Soviets 

to suddenly change their system or their intentions in a 

magnanimous gesture of good will. But we hope to encourage the 

Soviets to see that it is in their own interests to stop trying 

to achieve a destabilizing superiority over the West for the 

cost of their effort is great, and we will not allow it to 

succeed. 

There is one area of our common defense that I want to speak 

about today because it is misunderstood by some of our friends. 

Ever since the Soviet Union came into possession of the secrets 

of nuclear technology, we in the West have had no choice but to/J»--'f­

rely upon the so-called "balance of terror" in order to deter ~ 
war. Deterrence has worked for 40 years now, and for~ 



I 

Page 13 

~ (-,-tk 
NtrJ m:r be future it will remain 

¥-' us t- ' ~i~ :;:c !:: 1 1 •~ hope 
Jaaf ha~e iouR~ i~ new 

the foundation of our common -+ 
4vJ.. t.v.L IM-ttS( 

for a better way. I tsiic,i Ue 
c...u/,..u.[ C4-- e__ 

technologies ••ea A enhanc.a&J 

our safety through defensive means -- non-nuclear means. The 

United States has begun to investigate the feasibility of these 

new technologies in a research program we call the Strategic vi~' 
. Def~ns Initiativi!!,, !I> , • , , ~ ....._ c~ •-f' .b"t19.~.,, 
~ ru.4.e~ P ~r~ l.1 tA~CS>,~, ,Pt,(J, (M,-.4'! r -t-t ~ 

/)_8'4' he research completed so far is promisingt in fact, it ·s ~' 
r ~ ;+ 'i.s ~ Jh. 

A the most hopeful development of ·'our time. With it comes the cJ,_.s,I\ 
-, · sl. .. tA e WA- C,.a_ 

possibility that if a nuclear weapon1;5:is,Qt launched at you or 

at us w~dve to launch a missile in response -- we~be 

able to ·stop the incoming missile before it reaches Earth. 

Can the potential benefits of these technologies be any 

clearer? Certainly not to the Soviets, for they are doing the 

same kind of research. 
Tt.o N. u~ 

And we do not fear this -- we welcome it. 

9 I Oil /\is not an attempt to achieve nuclear superiority --

it is an attempt to achieve greater security. It is not an A , 
it..t...~~~~ 

attempt to abrogate existing arms control treaties -- S:.Li I. ts; J_ 
b . . d ' f 11 l' . h . h · 7Z.;.,s N~ eall! carrie out in u comp iance wit sue treaties. ••~. 

is not destabilizing -- in fact, as the Soviets have long pursued 

A\\J. I{ ,'f-t4 -f ~ NI,J;h d+ TfM..t ~t& 
~uch resea,rch=.., ~l~J>e dest_aj:,ilizi'}IJ _if the W'lst 

~will not ec6up1e• America !rom Europe. 

of the security system that will protect all of the west. 

We all want peace1 we all want to protect the world. 

will preserve the peace only if we see the world as it is and 

deal honestly with its hard realities. The peace movements of 

the West call for disarmament, a thoroughly laudable and 
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understandable desire. But I cannot help note that it is the 

west, usually the United States, that they see as the chief 

aggressor in the so-called arms race. And it is the West, and 

only the West, to which they make their appeal. There is pathos 

in this, and a strange, hidden tribute. Pathos because their 

decision not to confront the creator of the arms race,f;ae QAie~ 

.;..gg=fessot u:£ o,Jr till~ dooms their movement to failure. And a 

hidden tribute because they obviously feel that at least we, the 

reasonable people of the West, will give them a hearing. 

But I wonder if this one-way communication does not 

J. contribute to the confusions of the modern age. I would ask the 

vJ~l ( f>.- members of the peace movement in Europe: does it make you feel 

~t.L r7safer to know t~at the peace activists of the Soviet Union are in 

r2•the Gulag? Does it make you feel safer to know that the Russians 

~w who truly desire peace with the West are in psychiatric r J;.J.- hospitals? 

W~~ ~ I would ask some of the members of tq_e p;.ace movement:,__ Is 

\ v-~ it really arms control you desire or only the signing 

~~ceremonies? I ask because if you really care about arms control 

}o ~ you must care about compliance in arms control agreements. I 

~ 1Y I think it is important that you show some interest in this matter, 

'f-r, for arms control means nothing unless both sides comply. And I 

would ask if it is not reasonable to state the following: that 

anyone who talks arms control, but never about compliance is, 

wittingly or unwittingly, contributing not to peace but to the 

unilateral disarmament of the West. And we cannot have that, 

because if the West and only the West is disarmed, then we will 
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wind up back in 1939 -- and the tanks of the totalitarians will 

roll again. 

History has taught a lesson we must never forget: 

Totalitarians do not stop -- they must be stopped. And we can do 

this -- peacefully. I believe we must remember first of all that 

we are not powerless before history. The answer to the dilemma 

of the West resides within the heart of the West: it resides in 

the knowledge that •the history of the world begins anew with 

every man, and ends with him.• 

We have much to do -- and we must do it together. We must ,a_ 
remember anew that the road to peace does not r- through Munich, /If:!: 
We must remain unified in the face of attempts to divide us. We 0:ff 
must remain strong in spite of attempts to weaken us. And we 

must remember that our unity and our strength are not a mere 

impulse of like-minded allies, not a mere geopolitical 

calculation. Our unity is the natural result of our shared love 

for liberty. 

I am here today to reaffirm to the people of Europe the 

constancy of the American purpose. We were at your side through 

two great wars; we have been at your side through 40 years of a 

sometimes painful peace; and we are at your side today. It is 

not mere sentiment that dictates this, though sentiment we feel. 

We are here because, like you, we have not veered from the ideals 

of the West -- the ideals of freedom, liberty, and peace. Let no 

one no one -- doubt our purpose. 

All of us in this room want to preserve and protect our own 

democratic liberties -- but don't we have a responsibility to 

encourage democracy throughout the world? And not because 

,~~y. 

~' ~ 
~ 

do~ 
~ u 
~ 
e---
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democracy is "our" form of government but because we have learned 

that democracy is, in the last analysis, the only peaceful form 

of government. It is, in fact, the greatest Conflict Resolution 

Mechanism ever devised by man. 

Democracy is the institutionalization of restraint on the 

possibility of irresponsible behavior by governments. Democracy 

is the forced submission of rulers to the peaceful desires of the 

people. And only in an atmosphere of democracy can man 

peacefully resolve his differences through the ballot, through a 

free press, through free speech and free political parties and 

the right to redress injustice. 

Throughout the world Freedom Fighters cry out for our 

help -- in Afghanistan, in Asia, in Africa and Central America, 

in all the faraway places that are really so close. And the most 

heartening thing, the most inspiring thing about these movements 

is that they are dominated by the young. It is freedom that is 

new again, democracy that is the new idea. And we know why: 

because their newness is eternal. All the other systems -- all 

the "isms" reek with feebleness and age. 

We in the United States are attempting, as you know, to give 

aid and assistance to the democratic resistance of Nicaragua. 

And I know this has garnered some criticism from those who have 

labeled our policy hostile, unhelpful, and dangerous. But 

history provides an answer: Churchill was not being "hostile" 

when he tried to protect Europe from the totalitarians -­

DeGaulle was not being unhelpful when he fought for freedom 

and the members of the French Underground were not encouraging 
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tension when they risked their lives to root out the source of 

' Europe's tensions. We in the West must stop being ashamed of 

supporting the only political system ever devised by man to let 

the fullness of God's gift of freedom flourish. 

As we seek to encourage democracy, we must remember that 

each country must struggle for democracy within its own culture; 

emerging democracies have special problems and require special 

help. Nearly 3 years ago in Westminster, I spoke of the need for 

democratic governments to come together and help spread the 

democratic word throughout the world. Soon after, the Council of 

Europe brought together delegates of 28 nations from four 

continents. I congratulate these European Members of Parliament 

for their work on what is now known as the "Strasbourg 

Initiative." 

But I believe we need more. I believe we need a community 

to which nations can look for help as they try to strengthen 

their institutions. I believe we should begin a democratic forum 

in which practical training, moral encouragement, and financial 

support can be given to pro-democratic political, labor, business 

and civic organizations. I believe we must help those who strive 

to improve living conditions in countries with a high level of 

poverty. Whether this suggestion for a forum of democratic 

governments i _s begun here in Strasbourg, or elsewhere, let us 

begin. And let us use as our byword a simple phrase -- but one 

that carries within it all the best of our past and the promise 

of our future: "Democracies Unite." After all, those we help 

have nothing to lose but their chains. 
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~~sf 
And finally, we in the West must remember those who h . f ~ 

for now, and only for now, lost out in the long fight for J.._~~ 
. r.-.J freedom. On this 40th anniversary of the liberation of the ~ 
~ 

victims of yesterday, I wish to speak to the victims of today. /', 
--r, ~ 

The people of the communist countries, the people who live lives -/-o ~ 
of quiet desperation. I wish to speak to the people of the f 
Soviet Union, the people of the nations of Eastern Europe, the ~ 
people of the fallen nations of Asia. I wish to speak to those I '~, 

who live in the slave labor camPs and the psychiatric hospitals, ~::r: 
the people behind the walls, and the barbed wire, and the secret ifj;2 
police border guards. /'- / 

To them I say: We will not forget you nor forsake you. We 

are your spiritual allies. We are with you as you suffer. We 

know what you have been told to confuse you, but please 

understand that we in the West want only . peace, true peace, for 

you and for ourselves. 

And so, we in the West, we in this room, have great 

challenges, great goals ahead of us, great missions inspired by 

great love. There are some who say the West lacks energy -- the 

moral and spiritual energy to carry forth these great hopes and 

plans. But that is not true. As Churchill said, "We have not 

come this far because we are made of sugar candy.• _J 
I do not believe those who say the people of Europe are 

these days paralyzed and pessimistic. But if this is so, then 

all I can say as an objective friend who has known you for over 

40 years is: 
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Europe, beloved Europe, you are greater than you know. You 

are the treasury of centuries of Western thought and Western 

culture, you are the father of Western ideals and the mother of 

Western faith. 

Europe, you have been the power and the glory of the West, 

and you are a moral success. In fact, in the horrors after World 

War II, when you rejected totalitarianism, when you rejected the 

lure of a new •superman," and a "New Communist Man,• you proved 

that you were -- and are -- a moral triumph. 

You are a Europe without illusions, a Europe firmly grounded 

in the ideals and traditions that made her greatness, a Europe 

unbound and unfettered by connnunism or fascism. You are, today, 

a New Europe on the brink of a New Century -- a democratic 

continent with much to be proud of. 

We have much to do. The work ahead is not unlike the 

building of a great cathedral. The work is slow, complicated, 

and painstaking. It is passed on with pride from generation to 

generation. It is the work not only of leaders but of ordinary 

people. The cathedral evolves as it is created, with each 

generation adding its own vision -- but the initial spark of 

vision remains constant, and the faith that drives the vision 

persists. The results may be slow to see, but our children and 

their children will trace in the air the emerging arches and 

spires and know the faith and dedication and love that produced 

them. My friends, Europe is the Cathedral -- and it is 

illuminated still. 
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And if you doubt your will, and your spirit, and your 

strength to stand for something, think of those people 40 years 

ago -- who wept in the rubble, who laughed in the streets, who 

paraded across Europe, who cheered Churchill with love and 

devotion, and who sang the "Marseillaise" down the boulevards. 

May I tell you: spirit like that does not disappear1 it cannot 

perish1 it will not go away. There's too much left unsung within 

it. 

Thank you, all of you, for your graciousness on this great 

day. Thank you, and God bless you all. 




