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TIie Socialist 
laternatioal: 
Its Oquization~~ 
and Actbitiesl~~ 

i .___ _ ____,I 

The Socialist International (Sl}-which holds its biennial ~,ress ~ 
Lisbon from 7 to 10 April-is a West European-centered oraanization that 
in recent years has branched out to enciompass some 50 sociaJist and .iocial 
democratic parties worldwide. Once little more than a debatin, society and 
a source of patronaae for its members, the SI now enaaaes in alobal 
political activity in its effQrts to foster disarmament. improve North-South 
relations, and protect human riahta. · 

' . 
The transformation of the SI owei much to its president, former West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt, who believes that the oraanw.tion must 
deal praamatically with non-European Political ,roups and. their problems, 
both to increase its preati,e and to offer a socialist alternative to · 
Communism. In practice, however, we believe SI actions have often tended 
to lecitimize radical ,roups, some of which enjoy Soviet or Cuban bacldna. 

Altbouch the sr, cohesiVCDCSS 'and formal powers are often overestimat
~ its ability to pnwide material assistance is virtually nil-political 
,roups try bard to influence its policies. The Soviet Union ancJ other 
Commllllist reeimes employ covert tactics in._elf'orts to inflUCI\CC the SI. 
More overtly, by daimina that they sincerely want "peace," the Sovi~ are · 
able to perpetuate a disarmament diaJoeue with the SI that has propa,an
da advanta,ea for MOICOW. Privately, the Soviets rcprd the socialists as · 
seriou rivals in the third World. ; -

✓• ••• · 
Despite the proliferation of mcmben, the West European parties continue 
to dominate the SI became of their extensive involvement and the size of 
their financial contributions. Amona them, the West Germans have the · 
,reatcst influence, with the French increasinaly a close ~-The Swedes 
and Austrians play important roles, u do the Spanish and Portuaucse 
parties. . 

Nonetheless, Third World memben exert strona and IODletimcs decisive 
influence ·on illues related to their re,iom. SI meetinp in recent years 
have taken on a "mini-UN" flavor u the new members and observer 
,roups have added their parochial causes to the oraanization"a asenda. 
Indeed, the dil«1anizcd nature of SI mcetinas and the tendency of the es
tablished Weit European members to defer to the jucfament of those most 
affected by a particular issue have often made for resolutions in support of 
radical causes. 

iii . -~ 
EURIJ-100a9 
CRIJ-11011 
Jlon:11 IHJ 
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We believe that the Sfs more responsible leaden are now bavin1 second . 
thouahts about some of the more radical parties and causes the or1amza
tion bas supported. Dwins the put year, for eumple, the SI bas au~· 
qualified its support of the 8-ndinistu in Nicarapa and assumed a lower 
profile reeardina the Salvadoran conflict. There are also sians that the SI 
will henceforth be less receptive to the applications of prospective 1'hird 
World members. . · 

Further, most SI leaden in our judpient seem to reali7.c that their efforts 
to contribute to peace in Central America, the Middle Eut, and the 
disarmament field have bit serious snap. Each of these areas bas thus been 
.deemphasu.ed in favor of other issues such·u the world economic recession. 

·"North-SOUth relations on a aeneral level, and Southqn Africa. 

The fundamental differencea in outlook between the.SI and the United 
States arc likely to persist. The socl1Jist.s will continue to work apinst · 
what they see u a tendency by_ the Rperpowen to divide the world into 
~ whether in Europe or the Third World. Thus, despite the belief of 
many party leaden that they are promotms Western interests, the sr, 
activities in some areas probably will continue to run counter to US 
polides •. 
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TIie Socialist 
llltenatioaal: 
ICs Oquiutioa 
udActlri~ 

C 

'l1le Sodllet ..,__..._. • SJ mcerinp now tab place more frequently in 
The SocilJist lntrmatioaal (SI) is an umbrella cqani- locations outside Europe. 
zation enc:ompallinc 10me SO IOci1Jist and IOCial • WcU-pubJicir.cd SJ millions have visited Third 
democratic parties. Formed ill 1951 to promote demo- World area, to comalt not only with member 
cratic IOci•Jirm, the SI traces its _linea,e to the Fust partja but also with the ~ actors on c:ontrover-
and Second mternatioa&Js. founded m 1s64 and 1as9 liai ~~ 1 · 
respectively. Accordiq to SI statutes, its specific · · 
purpose is °'to SU'CDlthcn relations between the affili- , ID its J)Olt.-1976 spirit of activism, the SI bu stated its 
ated parties and to coordinate their political attitudes support for 10me "liberation mcwc:menta," includin, a 
by comenL"I I -:. few that have had Soviet ·or C1lblll backin& such u 

the South-West Africa People's Orpnizatioa 
For more than two dec:adca, the SI wu little more (SW APO) in N1m1Dia and the Revolutionary Da» 
than a debatinc aociety and a ininor ~ of politic:a1 . c:ntic Front/Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
patrona,e for Wat Earopcaa party functioaaria. ·Froat {M>i/FMLN) ill FJ Samdor. Such support 

Since tJae mid-1970.. Jtowm:r, chtn,a ill SI penoa- wu a departure from earlier SI behaYior. SI rule, 
ne1 and po6cy MYC prapelled ~ toeitliltl I into were also atretdled to tDow membership for the 
pobal political ac:tmty ud eabtnc«t tJaeir politic:a1 nlbta party of a leftist w-puty state: the New Jewel 
influence. Wally Brudt'1 election u praideat of.~ MOJaDeal (NJM) from Greuda. Moreo,a-, IDJDY 
SI in 1976 cxmtii.tod a ~ turnmc-i,omt for tJae otJaer new Tbird World membr,s have maed • dia-
orpniz.ation. Worried that tJac SI had-become irrelo- lope with radical repnca. ~ 
ftllt to illtcrutioaal politica. Brandt and Social Dem- I lW~ ~ manbas worry about the 
ocratic colJcapa Ada u P,eoa Bahr bdieffll daat it frictioDI and 1Jae ndictliriq tlfecta of expuded 

, abould coaceatrate Oil tJae IDOlt chaJlcnciq slobaJ IIICIDbenbip. .they ICCID rchlctut to Ille their finan. 
iaua. apeci•J!y peace, North-SOUth rdatioaa,' ud aa1 and political m'Udie 

1
ff, rein ill the debate.I 

human n,btl.2 ney alto tboupt that the SI putia · • · ~~ 
needed to deal prqmatically with non-&ropcaa po- a.a. • Adhlties ,,_.,, . 
litical ll'OIIPlt both to increue tJae sr, preati,e and to ne SI serves several important JJU.l'POICI for member 
off a II IOci•Jist alternative to what BaJar called the parties. It provides a pub/k pliuf om, wbcrc party . . 
Communist~ leaden benefit from the prati,e of tlfe orpniution 

u a wbole. The Si's well-publicized D'C'di'!II ..now 
. Thu the SI came to support a wide ...«tmeat of party leaden to -~ public support for their indmd-

political movemeats wbich had ,cme pretemioas to ul intcrpretatiom of international ilAes. It also 
. bdq matist ADd democratic in.orientation. la tJae . affords .them opportunities to demomtrate fidelity .to 

Third World. leftist CRdentia1t ~ took prec:o- IOCialist principlea which are aometimes intlpedicnt 
deace and a commitment to democracy wu left to to implement at home.I l · 
later miaioaary wort by the SL The SI'• campaip to 
become- a ~ actor worldwide has proceeded oa The SI ICffCI u a mntin, ,ow,d ,rbere party 
KYCn) froats: . . oll"ICials achanae views and information on politic:&J 
• 1bin1 World puda have been admitted. _quations. Meetinp ,ive tJae parties a chance to 

•ne .. ..__... ... __.dlrollllloutdlepapcr•• .... fl 
001n11hnx tocllaradaile dletodelim. ~1 dcmocrata. ... 
la11or Plr1Y ........ parddpa .. la t.lieSL I 
1 for....,. fl die Sl'1 actmliel it apocific illw U'Cll,_IOC 

■ppllllm~ I 
l 

pcnuade their colleapea Crom otha countrica to 
.support their pia'lpectiYea on illua. For IOIDC par
ties capec:ially ~ smaller OIICI these mcefinp af. 
ford u opportunity to acet out and adopt positions 

- -, 



00nsistcnt with a leltiat consemus; they are better able 
to protect their flanb at home_if ~at 
their sister partiea •~ with tJlem{__J 

lncteasin,ly, SI J1W:tinp •lso provide a pl"" top/a 
future SI activitia ha aubstantivc ftdda, auch u the 
creation of a committee to study disarmament, or tho 
dispatchiq of an SI mission to the Middle Eut. SI 
missiom uc1 committees c1o not pub·• particular 
policy line with their.outside interlocutors becaUIC 
they 1enerally arc not liven a policy line. Rather, they 
loot into problems, and their findinas sometimes 
provide a basis for SI raolationa.1 I 

Flnally, si mectinp are a ranindu to all participants 
about thl! socialist traditiona of internationalism and 
fraternal &OOci will The Sr1 loq history, IO often 
invoked, reuaurea members aboat the durability o( 

~principlea.1 I 
The SI ii unable to formulate a cobeccnt policy 
bcca111e on aubltaatift illUCI it operates more lib u 
academic confonace thu a penuncat. N~ 
less, party leaden have increuinclY Yiewed the orp
nizatioa u a promoter cl broad valua Oil wbicb they 
can qree. Ia our ;.clpaeat, they acacnJJy bdic\'C 
that throqh ill colltact witla political forces anNllCl 
the world tho SI cu .boost ~ appeal cl democratic 
socialism u an a!ternativc to Communism or capital

. . .. -- --- ---------

Orpaiza._. Featllnl 
Formally, the JDaU1 declsioamaJria1 bQdy of the SI is 
the biennial coqraa, which all member parties ud 
selected oblca ffl'1 may attend. The coa,ressea are 
muaivc pablic relations operations. linportant deci
sioaa normally are taba beforehand by smaller meet
ino. and the conarea does little more than ratify ,_ 
rcsolutiona and elect tho prcaidcnt, the Tice praidenq.-. 
and tho ,cneral secretary.' Tho next SI~ will 
tab place in Lisbon from 7 to 10 April 1983~._ __ ....., 

. . 
The SI uually elects more than a·l(:Ol'C of vice 
presidents, whole ldectibn depends OD tho importance 
of their party, their~ preati,e, or the impor
tance attached to IOID& reaioii or cause. Other than 
the preaidcat, tho pnen1 aeaetary is the only impor-

,; taut fall-time SI official. He ovenca the Srs small 
headqaartcn' ill Londoa and handles admiJUltratiYe 
mattcn tut cunot be tam care ol at periodic SI 
!DC'C'Uqi Tbc Qll'l'CDttacncnl aocretary, Bernt Carls
son cl Sweden. wbo ii to be replaced at tho approach
inc coqraa, bu beea ia the .. Brandt -
Jiu been praideat. 

ism. Wbi1c SI leaden know that radica1 sroup1 pill Tbc SI debata m.;or political iaua at it- ,emiannual 
stature from such mtt,tir111, they hope that, at tho · bmaa mectinp. which are attendod by two rcpre-
samc time, the lfOUPI' more bdlicole attitudes can be ' aentatives from each party. More often, however, 
moderatod.j I · doclsiom are •de by tho executive committeo(or 

presidium). compoeed of tho pn:aident, the aeneral 
secretary, and the vice presidents. Meetins u often u 
nec:euary, the exec::ativc commitu» dccidca bow to 
implcmcnf SI reaoh&tiom, prq,ua major mectinas. 
and a1ten political piddinea in response to chansin, 
clardopmenta. Various committees wbicb meet bc
tweca tho major CODf'ercnces live pater continuity to 
the stady of partic:ularly important iiauei' and often 
affect the sr, attitude oa tbae muea.j I 

The sr, main activity is 1enentins raolutions, and, 
to the extent that it "decides" poUtical questions at 
all. it operates oa the principle « unanimity. Ia 
practice, when contr0¥enial questions are at issue, 
unanimity is usually achieved tbroush sencnlitia. SI 
resolutions l0mdima exert a minor influence ova' tho 
positions ol putiea or C\'ell pen,menta. The Belaian 
socialist putiea,' for example, ill ,ovcnuneat and ia 
oPP()lition haft teaded to accept the sr. aaaJysis ol 
· Central Amcricu ~ -Nevcrthelea, raolutioaa 
are in DO way biacliq. 11lere ii DO attempt by tbo SI ~-----------------J 
as a whole to mcuure ·the COllduct. « its members 
~ the ~tion'a ~tsi 
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/u president. Brandt bas comiderable authority to 
convene mcetinp, decide w&o may attend, and .isne 
declarations iD the name of the SI. He is obliaed to 
tread carefully, bowffcr. to prauye. the outward 
harmony of the oraamution. and oa occasion ms 
decisions have beal amended to reflect more acca
ratdy the SJ CODRIIIUI. Tile French and Italian 
partia were usatisfaed with Bnndt's soft public 
statement Oil behalf of the.SJ rqardine martial law in 
PolaDcl, foe imtanc:e. and demanded ID executive 
committee meetms wliic:h eventually published a 
strona« cteaimc:iation.l 1 .. 
SJ meetinas in recent years have taken on a 
"mini-UN" flawr, u the new members • and oblena-,. 
lfOUPI ·have added their own parochial cause, to thOle 
promoted by the Wat~ members. The c:oa
fusod and poorly cqani,.ed dwacta: ot these meet
mp aff ec:ts the sr, politic:al c:oune. Tile process of 
propolUII and ..... raolatioas. f« eumple. bu 
become IO mwldled tlaat it is euiJy aploited by 
parties to promote tbcir ll)OCial illklatl. It is dear 
from praa reportias ud the fCSllltl of SJ JDC'dinp 
that, emooaced,ia tkir COlmlltioa botds and fall ot 
fraternal aood fellowship, party leaden are oftea 
llDCOllltraiaed by IWldanll of potitic:al caution uder 
which they operate in their OWll c:apitu; in lbcJrt. 
n>mantic:ilm isramput. Stroacdisqreemmts plape 
the SI ia ita pmatc 1C11iom. but it tends to dole rub 
when daa1Jcqed « PRIIURCI. ! I 

sufficient raourca to support them fmanc:ially.' D 
I. I ,.......,~ 
In our judpnent. the Wat European parties have 
always bad the sreatest impact oa the Si's ~tical 
course. With i few e.xc:eptions. the influence of specif
ic parties ii c:omrnemurate with tlleir fmanc:ial contri
bution and level of activity-two factors which usual
ly to to,ether. Thus. the West German SPD, which 
contn"butes the most money and manpower, is the 
most ~cntial party. The Swedes and Austrians 

, play ID important role u well.I j . 

There are other paths to influence. however. We 
believe that the Spanish and Portu,uae parties have 
srown in ltltlU'C recently beca111e of the role tlleir 
leaden have played in dcvdopi-, con~ for the SI 

· outside Europe. A few parties are accorded a rapcct
fal hearinc in a particular isluc area-for example, 
the Fmnisb party in disarinameat matters. ID our 
judp,ent., Third Wocld members allo exert stroni 
ad occasionally decisive inlJucacc in the sr, treat-
ment of reaiona1 problems~ I 
DisaJaion at ST mtt;tjnp indicates that the French 
toeitlisu uve piaecl pater prati,c within the SJ 
recently, laqdy bcc:aUM of their newfound status u a 
acwcnwi, puty. Prior to 1981 tJacre WU aubl.tantial 
frietioa ia the SI betwcei(lbe leaden of the French 
and Wat GennQ ·pe.rCia. Since Franc:oia Mitterrand 

ne srs amma1 budml I became Praident-of J=I I 
-I · b a moaat 1 ___,.. _ 

one for such a larse oraaniutic:m. Tbe biacst contrib- ,,_I -----.....,~~parti-.,...a--.-ba_ve_a-.p-eed-...--:to:--meet----:----' 
aton are the Wat Getmam. Swcdea, and Austriam. periodicaJly to dilcuss potitic:al Q1ICltiom, includiq SI 
The balk of this DlOlle)' aocs into administrative activities. 'Ibey appear to realize that the orpnization 
apenscs. confettaea, and the Si's mapzinc. Occa
sioaally, S1-spomon,d meetinp are funded oubide 
the DOnD&l bad,et by a IJ'OUP of member putica. 
Nevcrthelaa. we belie¥e the srs raourc:a aenaallY. 
are, not sutracient to allow f« lipific:ant r~ aid 
to "fratcnaal" putia « IDO¥aDCllts. The SJ c:an 
prorido Ada ll'OUIJI publicity and moral support that 
may be pulaycd into iDa'eued international leaitima
cy, INatl ~t cloa not laa?C 

•SeeappaidiaC rora liltdacmba' ~ 

3 

•ne,,.. ud nird wor1c1 ll'Clllpl llOBM'wnce 4'Calw t1ic 
Frildricla l!bat Folllldatica (FES), 1111 Weat Gcrmu Social~ 
c:radc Puty'a Polhicahc:tia affiliate, ud 1111 SL TIie PES bu a 
,....._ ,-.ca ia 101M ninl World ClCIUtrill. Rt it llu JIO ....-doaal rdetice,Wp wida 1111SL Alllloltp Welt Pcrmt,a 
Social Danocnts...,. its pality, lllic:k d ila moaey c:m111 frcm 
1111 Wat Gnu OOIICI-• nil --,is oftell wd to fud 
apecific prqjec:11 ia aappart of frieadb' putil,I abnad. Despite tile 
ICpUalC ideatkica oldie FES, 1111SPD, pd 1111 SI, we doabt tllat 
tecipladaorpolcatial ncipiata dfiaucial aid always IUldcntllld 
tlitdildllai• .,.. a raaJt. tlic ~ may ~catiaa 
........ doaaladardiuit~ 
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would be laraely ineffective without harmony betwocn Liood Jolpin have become 1csa outspoken. Althouah 
thcmJ I faulty decisions about Third Warld movements may I recur, the OA)Olition within the SI to further expan-

YiewthcFrencbu......,"""POli-wnltthcWeot I ;;:; ;,.._ ...... 1 lCiiowleclacali imidcn ,..; ..,. ot Thin! Wodd mrmr I 

Gcrmaa1 for the ~ ot "IDOlt iDfhacntial en attitude. I .. 
party," but we belieYe that the French are likdy to 
fall short of that unlesa they inc;reue their coatribu-. 
tion of lea than $20,000 annually to the SI bucfaet. 
I I 

The Salvadoran National Rnolutionary Mcwcment 
(MNR) and the Nic:arapu Sandinista. for inltancc, 
attend and speak at SI mectinp,•1 membcn aad 
observcn, ra~. ID addition. the.Salvadoru 
insurpnta atso punue their J)llblic relatiou campeip 
throup off"ICCI in capitala where IOCi1lilt putia are 
important. includina Bou. Paris. Madrid. Loadoa, 
Rome. and ~ruuels. Repracntativea of the Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Froat played u important rote 
early in the COllflict in fClltcriq the idea that the 

Salvadoran junta wai corrupt and that tho insuracnta r------'-" -------1=-_ _i 

had popular support.j I . . ',ajpiiciit:"Jiiowe~tiic"iiocaa.olccimc•ID our . 
. . J' t. however, the proceu of c:omcmm forma-

Tbc SI also attracts JrOUP' from the Middle East and tioa in the SI would make direct COllirol aver the 
Africa.t I aubltancc of SI J)Olitioas very diffaculL To be eff~ 

I 
tivc. the~ would have to recruit at least ~ 
and probably moro---of the DlOlt prominent SI lcad-

L.--------------~ en. Even ti.is would not p&fl:Dtee that these leaders' 
• . views would command a comenaua at mcctinp~ 

ID oar judamczat. many of the major party leaden in I I · .____, 
the _SI wcro flattered by the fmt wave of attention 
they received from nonmember c:outria early in the 
Brandt era. In their attitudel toward Tbird World 
lfOUPI. some lea• proridod a decree of support 
which. we believe. they later reeretted. While 101DC 

leaden atill atroqly RPPOrt radicals ia certaili area 
(for example. Bruno Krcisty in the Middle East aad 
Olof Palme in IOUthcm Afric;a). Br.andt .ind other 
leaders like_ Spain's Felipe Goazalez and France's 

......... . .. .. , . . . ... ·--- · -. - - . ~ - .... . . - -- -- . 

Moreover, recruitina a m,.ior leader woald be a 
Cormidable tut. Althoqb tbcle leaden oftca aiticize 
US policy, WC believe that DOile is sympathetic to 
M<JICOW. AJI have reached a political pinnacle in their 
owa ClOIIJltrics, and such QOftftOCUOJIS could jeopardize 
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their careen. The international secretaries and staffs statements.! I of individual parties play an important role in prepar-11 __ __._ ____ _:. ______ _J 

· inc drafts of SI raolutions. We do not know whether 
the Soviets have penetrated any of the party tecretari
ats. If 1<>, they mieht be able to put a puticularly 
anti-US twist into IOlllC drafts. These resolutions, In our judament, virtually all member parties find 
howm:r, would still require approval by party leadm. Communist systems repupant and want to prevent 
More importantly, Soviet influence in many cases Commuist expansion. Neverthdcss. their perception 
would not be crucial because the criticism of US of the need for c:onstnactive rdatiom. combined.with a 
policy found :in some resolutions on,inata in widely seme that protest is futile. prevents them from d,e-
shared attitudes within the draftinc parties. We esti- nouncln1 such re,ima, especially in Eastern Europe. 
mate that infiltration of the SI secretariat in London, I I . . 
on the other hand, would have only a limited effect . 
because its functions are Jarcely administrative and it, We believe the srs propcmjty for occasionally takina 
bas virtually no influence ovez SI positions on sub- positions that undermine US policy flowl much more 
atantive iaues~ l -;. from their independent analysis of the issues than 

· from Communist influenco--of which SI leaden have 
We believe that the Soviets' 1D01t effective tac:tic in become inc:rcuiqly-wary. Nonetheless, this does not 
dcaline with the SI bu been to convey the impression . ., reduc:e--acl indeed may·~ potency of 
that they lincerely want peace. SI members _flatter their efforta apinst US policy.j f 
tJaamelva that they cu ccatn"l,ute to peace and 
stability worldwide. ucl are willinc to talk to almost 
any eovamneat to ac~ their aoats. .This ii iD 
marked coatrut to the sr, attitude in the prcdetente 
era. when any contact with Communists wu frowned 
upon. 0a the other bud. many of the more coma n
tm p&rtia in Watau l!1l1'0l)e, bc,iuin, with the 
Frcacb Gaullists in the mid-19601, have baa parsued 

111cb contacts~ I 

TIie SI W.W View 
Siac:e the late 1970., the SI bu established contact. 
boda iasicle and outside its cquizational framework. 
witJa liberation ~ts and clher ,roups ~t it 
preriously would have shuned because of their radi
calism. Such contacts helped build the Si's prcstiae 
~ in ·some cues helped parties f«,c ties that 
promoted the political and ec:onomic interests of their 
countries. More ,caerally~ daaqe of emphasis 

~IM!ILDlllmmlllil1Lm~~~touinfl~uence~~the~S~I~. ~ rdlcctcd the IOCialists' ,r'owiq cmaatisfaction with 
what they saw u the superpowers' tendency to view 
the Third World in an But-Wat pcnpcctive.l 

'----' 

By the time of Brandt's ac:caaion to the presidency, 
the J)llb1ic statements of many Wat European social
ists indicated that in their new 11anti-Comniuniam" 
was a weak foundation for Western policy. It was 

.__ ______________ _J commonly ac;cepted in Watena Evope that the pp 

Al~ SJ resolutions commonly contain harsh 
lanaua,e about riabtwina reeuna. cspcci11Jy in South 
Africa. iatm America, and Tvkey, criticism of 
human n,hts Yiolatioal m Communist countries ii 
laa freqaent. and aoa-c.ommuist lefti.at S(NenUDenu 

almost always escape llDICathcd. The 11 ailed IOCial 
democratic puties « F.utcra Europe often briq up 
tau.man richts abuea, but. except ia Uae cue of a few 
c:debrated dissidents or the uaffldable issue of mar
tial law in Poland. little of this ia reflected in Slpubtic . . 

5 

.. - - -- -· 

between the rich and poor nations was widenina, while 
political opprasion contuaued to thriYe in the Third 
World. Thus, conditiom ia the Third W.O{ld :...ere 
suppo,eclly fOfteriq ffl'Olationa wlaida were impossi
ble to reprea and morally wroq to OIJP()IC. But the 
molutionary impulse wu 1meral)y nationalist rather 

··-~------------------



than Communis~ I On Ean,peu-.. ;.;-. tho period"' ...... 
du.riq .tho Jato 196llund 197lll bu, ia - .iadlmm~ 

. shaped the srs outlook more than any other factor: 
• . The influential ccatral and north European SI par- · · 

With an optimism typical of the West European left, ties---elpecial the West German SPD which under 
most SI parties now operate on the UJUmptioa that Brandt and Bahr inau,uratcd OstPo/ltllc-arc tJic 
Third World countries' main la arc sdf-determina- stron,at supporters of the idea.of reduced tcnsioni' 
lion and nonalisnmcnL with the East. Detentc _,· in tecpiq with the tradi- . 

u 
for "liberation movements," however, ea the SI · 
i~to conflicts o( ends and means. SIICh aroups, wheth
er in or put of power, often .display no coitccm for tbe 
democratic practices the SI endorses. From the public 

tional socialist emphasis oa peace and intcrnatioaal
ism, but it became aprdally popular in West Germa
ny because it allowed,increucd contact with friends 
and relatives in East Germany and seemed ~ ~ 
alive the idea o( CVGltllal German reunific:ationL___J 

statcmcnts ,of SI leaden, w~ believe some have decid- Detentc is J>OIN)ar ill central and nortbcm Europe 
eel that revolutionary lllOVCUlC.JIU they pcn,eive u acncrally because it leuces the J)IJCbolop:al and 
havinl popular support can~ preferable to authori- ruwac:ial straia on tho populace by appcariq to 
tarian 1ovcmments opcratin, behind a comtitutioaal · rediace the risk o( ~- Moreo,cr, tJac stiama attac:hecl 
facade. With the exception of Grenada's New Jewel to contacts with Commllaist rqimc:s has diminished 
Movement, however~ the SI bu .not allowed parties u Wat European political imtit1ltiom have arown 
which rule undemocratically to be members, and the stronaer and the pouibility cl intcmal sub¥cnioa by 
major parties often uqc the Grenadam and the • CommlUUltl has appeared.kl ctiminisla. fn our .iwl,-

1 

Sandinistas to ioatkvf&! democratic. reforms.! I mcnt, the bcticC o( muy toeielids ua dctcntc is 
strcatbcoed by a COlfflCtion that tMir parties would 
_be hart if it ended. Kantca Voist, aa SPD spokesman 
oa f oreip affairs, aqued ill an article Jut July that 

...__ ______________ _J coma ntift parties thriYe in a period cl international 

We detect disa,rccment within the SI over the dc,rcc tcmioa~ j · 
of political democracy ~t can demand or ~ from 
Third World countricsJ ; = la Durin, the past few years. some SI leaden have been 
majority of SI parties want these countria' amplo- quiet to blame the United States for world tensions. 
mcntation of democratic practices to be a major [ · l9nndt Gfiticized tbc 
criterion in dccisioas about SI support. A few party United States in January 1982 for seckina military 
leaders, however, apparently believe that tbc Third superiority over the USSR. Olof Palme of Swcdea 
World's major economic and social problems make and Gra Harlem .Bnmdtland of Norway have made 
effective parliamentary democracy impouible. This similar statements pubiicly. Distrust cl US motives, 
bu led to a scbimphreaic SI outlook oa radical bowem-, has rarely been 'risible in SI statements oa 
rc,imes, ID<J!lt notably in Nicaraaua and Grenada. For disarmament. due to the Si's COlllC8All rule. Ewn 
tbc tonier ~ the SI has publicly advocated mu- · thoqh the concern with nuclear danprs is stroq 
sive cconc,mjc aid by the illchaatriali7.ed nations to the within the SI, the north Earopca8 putia canaot 
Third World to help create conditions more condacive cwcrride.Dther petties, such utile Frencb and the 
to democracy. Tbe RCOrd of socialist IOfflll11lCllts oa Portu1uesc. w~ hew carefully to the concepu of 
development aid; however, docs not always match military balaDc:c and ~ 
their rhetoric. For ewnplc, wbile the Norwccwa and · 1 . -
Dutch parties.maintained a Itron, commitment to · 
sue~ aid while in power, the West Gcrmu Social 
Democrats and French Socialists have ,ivcn·such 
~ms relatively low ~ty•~I ____ __J 
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Nevertheless. in our jl>damcnt, tbe sharp rise in East
West tensions has affected profoundly the thinkina of 
most West European SI leaden. as it bu West 
European opinion 1enerally. The socialist parties to
day are important centers ol activity for thole who 
believe that West European illterest...-especially de,. 

tento-chould be uatrted more forcefqlly in rclatiom 
with tbe U~tcd Statcs.j._ ___ ~J 
Pros,ects 
The Si's 1ipcomina con,ress is. Wllikely to produce 
much drama. thou&h it may bolster the Portu~ese , 
socialists in parliamentary dections later in April. 
The parties have a,rccd to three main themes for the 
con,rcis: 
• Economic justice and development. 

._ .. : •· .. . . . 
.. .-. _·_ : . ..:.. .~!.-... ~~, ... ~- - ·. . ~ ··• .· -

In our Yiew. tbe srs overall attitude toward Third 
World problems is unlikely to cban,e any time soon. 
Its politjons OD specuic issues will remain subject to 
alteration. however, due to external cbanaes and shifts 
ia the ~ or power within the or,anh:ation. Thus. 
it is pmsal>le that at some point the SI will reflate its 
rhetoric OD Central America or try to present itself as 
• mediator~ 1 

On the other hand. the Si's handlina of specific issues 
may l:(lllletimes be" moderated by information or pro
tests by outside ,overnments such u the United 
States, partjcu)ar)y if factual errors in the SI analysis 
can be pointed out. Evidence about human riehts 
violations or Soviet tJes of SI-supported aroups are 
unlikely to produce a public revenal in attitudo--

• Security. peace, and disarmament. 
• R ·onat. . . 

> w)pcb would cmbarrua SI leaden and threaten the 
or,uization's pratip-but it couJd in IODlC in
stuces leacl to qualification of SI lllPPOrt and a less 
aat1auiutic public atance.l 1 
SI criticism of Comn,iunist reaima can also be en
courqed maraiDally by persistent informational ef
forts. Nevatbdcsa, die SI probably will continue to 
ckwtc more attention to abulcs in Western countries 
like 1wby and Third World itates ncb as Guatema
la. Member parties bclicvc that they have some 
chance of cff cctina improvements in these countries 
by in1Juencm1 their l~tl and Wuhinaton-

~------~ ~-~ 1 I ~ . 
For the lon1cr term. the SI will rcmai:l an cqaniza
tion in search of a role. Despite widespread publicity 
about itl activity since 1976, the or1anization Jw 
been ineffectual in belpiq to ~c spcc:ifac interna
tional problems. The SI it litdy to continue to sea.e 
issues with a flourish. only to deempbasa.e them and 
move OD to IOIDethina die wbcn opposition d 
and reality sets in. 

There is IOIDC realization amoa, SI leaden that their 
efforts to c:oatribute.to peace ill Central America. the . 
Middle But, and the disarmament field have mi 
serious snap. Eada of thac an:u has been dcempba
mcd durlna the put.year in favor of other issues: the 
wocld economic criiis, North-South relations on a 
•~eral ~ and IOU~ Africa.I ' I 

7 . 

Non-European membership in the ornnization is not 
likely to increase subs""- • .. I 

'L.--- - - --t 
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Beca~ of its.West &ropean orientation. _the SI will 
allo continue to foeu heaYi)y OD Atlantic and East
West relations. Great«~ influence in world 
affain (mcludint NATO). promotina detente, and 
protcctins East-Wat trade will be prioritica for molt 
West European memben. 1'bele soals are shared io 
some dearee in other putt of the Political spectrum, 
but.lOCialista feel a spocial rapomibility for seekina · 
detente and are more optimistic than coaserntives 
about the lenatha to which deteilte can ~ should ao. · 
It also suits their electoral self-interest to be ,ecn 

1tcc:rina a "moderate" coune between the two super
powers. Only a 1oa, period of recurrent world crises 
which cbanaed the parties' ~of internation
al affain ;rid stand much chance of alterin, this 
philosophy I .. .. . 
In sum. the publicity the SI "lttracta and the Political 

· pressure it ,encratel ~ coatillue to be troilblaome 
factors in internatiODal relations. Despite the belief of 
many party leaders that tbcy are workiq on behalf of 
W catem interesta. the actmty in.aome areas will 
nrobablv continue to , CCWlta' to US policy. 
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We belieYe tlaat tJae Si's incrcucd iDVOlvcmart ia 
diaarmameat qwtiom ~ the put few years above 
all ~West~ popular concern, bonae oat 
in numao._as public q,inion polls, a~t the arms race. 
While the SI bu always placed Itron, cmpbuis on 
the need to promote peace and 0pp01e ~tariam," 
the Si's formal activities in. the diwmamcnt field 
incrcucd marbdly only after the neutron bomb iaue 
emerpd in Watan Europe in 1977-78. In our-.iud,
mc:nt, many party functionaries bepn to believe that 
a wa~ of new and 1Ulllecaury weapons proerama 
were beinr plann,4 that could sweep aside earlier \ 
prop'CII in arms timita~ 1 

Wida w at P.aropeu Jlllbtic opinion atroallY ia fa'f'Or 
of detcate. idcatificaticm of IOQtmm _. tJae ficht 
apiast dte anm race allo Md u obrioN political 
attnctioa. Tripi by party rcpCICilt&tha ~ Wubiq
toa and MCIICOW to clilclm anm control tended .to 
enhance tJae stature of tile leaden Uid parties in-
volved.j I . . 
Not all SI pu1ia, of c:oane, bad the aame prioritiei in 
pushinc for ilnolvemcat in dillrmamcat efforts. Like 
10 muy SI iaitiatha, dilarmament work WU~ 

in the handa of the putia wllidl ewer the years bad 
~ alaown tbe IDOlt interest ia it. la this cue, the F'UIDiah 
Social Democrats, with' their - tradition of apccific 
(albeit abortift) arms CODtrol Jnl)Olak. took the lead. 
The Austrial' eoci•lista, wbo u rq,racntatiTCS ol a 
amall. llClltral country bordcriq'Eutern Europe had 
a aimilar history, alao toot a prominait role. nae 
putia aloaa with tho other Seandiuvians.and the 
Dutch are aormaUy the atron&at lobbyists for ctiaar-
mament etroru witJua the s1.1 . I 

Sada actMtJ aJso eem:a a purpoee for putia tbat are 
-.or-e e&11~ about dilarmamcat. F« kaclcn udcr 
praaare from tlaeir party lclt wiacs (« Crom mal 
parties furtller to the left). disarmamcat actmty by 
tbc SI· furnitba pnd ol tlacir CCIIICCl1l for peace 
witltoet demnctin; -.,ocific atatancats that mipt be 
qpopu1ar in. NA TO co.ndla I I . 

. 9 

11ae Si's moat ,ec:cnt eff'~ to promote diwmament 
bepn with its decision to lpOlllcir a conference on 
disarmament in Helsinki in 1978,·with spobamai 
present from both the United States and the·Soriet 
UnioaJ 

We belie¥e that the eoala of the Sorieta in their 
ctiaJope wi~ the IOCialista were threefold. F'mt, they 
Jtopcd to CCllnince IOIDC dcleptea that there WU merit 
ia tMir arms coatrol positions. Second, ~ wanted a 
fonm tltat wculd bdp titan pablici7.e their analysis of 
NCllrity iaua and lend credence to it. T1iird, they 
probably wanted to play llP the "historic" aipific:ance 
ol a toQt)iat-CGmmbist dia1ope in order to exacer
bate diffemK:CI amona SI pertics about such rda-
ticas. j I 
rJae Soricta propoNd a Juab-level dialoeue with the . 
SI. but Brudt tllmecJ.tfus aide by eqineeriq Uie 
creation ob 1ow.cr JeveJ SI "study ,roup" on cliaarma
aat. 11ae lt9dy aroap undertook an ambitious rc-
1e&rcb effort whidl incJudcd c:onnJt,tions in Wub
iqton aad at the UN, u well u in M'.OICOW,I 
I I ~-~ 

Duriq the croup's trip to Moecow in 1979 and a 
similar trip by Brandt u SPD chairman in 1981, the 
~ bcmbudccl tJae eocialiata with a wide variety 
or implied threats anil concaaions Oil arms iuues, 
wlaile plaYinc to world opinion. Ac:c:antina to US 
olf'ICials. SI repreaeetatms listened to apecuac Soviet 
arpmcata witfa a aood deal of lkej,tician. Tbejr main 
aim, Jlowevcr, wu to CDClOUl'QC U8-Soriet ne,otia
tiona OD Europcan-bued mtdear ~J)OIII, and they 

. \ 
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sometimes perceived teason for optimism wben the ~Pol~a~nd~IJL-----,----------1 / 

Soviets indicated an apparent openness to aecotiation. 
I I 
The study aroup'1 report bu been cxtrcmdy slow to 
develop; althoush drafts have been produced, the 
report bu never been finalized. The draft report, u 
presented to the. Madrid SI CODlfCSI in i9so and 
amended several times since, is a mundane endorse
ment of -~lier and existina arms control forums 
spiced by some visionary suucstiom for ,toba1 

. security~ I 
The draft calls for a compre~cnsiYe bu on nuclear 
t~,. It-also appeals for Pl'OIICSS in stratqic arms 
talb, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe and the Mutual and Balanced Poree Reduc
tion nqotiations. It praises t)Jc idea ol a Coaterenc:e 
for Disarmament in Europe, vquely endonea thc 
concepts ofre,ional disarmament and JNdear-fnie 
zones, and appeals for a bait in iatenadonal arma 
sales. The report auuests a mecbaaism whereby 
nations would dmtt a percaatqe· of money spent OD 

armaments into development aid for Tbircl World 
countriea, and it adYocatea u qreemaat betwca the 
major powers to abstain from~ new miliwy 
teclmolotica. The study ,roup's report bu not yet 
taken a position~ whether NAJ()'1 INF cleploymeat 
should take place; it bu welcomed any ltepl toward ' . 
remcwin1 millilea ol this kind in Eut and Wat, while 
notina that time for an INF a,reemeat belweea the 
Uauted States and USSR is srowin1 •~ 

The draft report is ambipous oa miliwy questions. 
It aaya that disarmament should take place in an 
equitable and balanced manner but allo ar,ua tut 
peace and security cannot be attained tbroqh mili
tary balance and dcterreoce doctrine. Ia our judi
ment. these ideas reflect difrcrinc views within the SI 
aver tile extent to which the question of military 
balaDcc can be i,nored in efforts to dispel mistrust 
between East and West.! I 
Dmina the put year, disarmament hu not bcca a 
central theme in SI statements. Moreover, a scbed
uled trip by the study ,roup to Moscow in cart,· 1982 
proved to be a failure beca1&1e of tbc crac;tdowa ill · 

. The perennially tcniativo disarmament study has been 
remanded apin to the poup for further study. Ao
cordina to a Fumiah official wbo ulked with US 
Embassy officen, tho ltudy ,roup-which" is now 
called the Disarmament and Arms Control Advisory 
Council-bu been bmna trouble dccidina what it 
~hould now be studyiq. The SI leadership. sees little. 
point in scnclina ~ IJ'OUP to MOICOW and Wubin,-
ton apin.j I 
Accordin& to US off'ICWI Jut Nffllllber, the French 
socialist.--wbo arc lelllitive to SI ltudica that miaht 
IUlderc1at French Go,anment policy on nuclear ~ 
~ that the SI WU placin, too much 
emphasis OD diaumamcDL Diaarmamcnt will appear 
OD the qcnda of tho Lisbon con,reu. but praiure 
from the French, the ltaliam. and aomc of the otha 
parties probably will prCYCllt a radical resolution. It is 
likely, ltowewr, tut the SI will refer faYOrably to the 
poeability of alldcar-free ZDllCI or an .. interim solu-
tioa" OD INF·~ . I 
The views of SI party leaden oa disarmament nm tbc 
aamut from cyaicism to missionary zeal Ia out 
judcment, few socialists believe ihat tbc Si's Advisory 
· Council will fmd a ma&ic formula for rcsolvin, arms 
control problems. Many do believe, however, that the 
sr, actiYities cncoura,e the superpowers tq ne,otiato. 
AlthQush SI lea~ make little claim to expertise in 
this field, their statements and actions indicate that 
they think ti.c key to prosrcaa in arms control is the 
political will to reach an a,reement, not facts and 
f11urcs1 ~ 

. 
bsanF--,e . 
In oar jud,ment, the sr, ccatral Emopcan center ol 
aravity bas atroaclY influenced its policies ~rd 
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Eastern Europe. A majority of its members favor 
. what mipt be called the Weit German soft line on 
Eastem Europe, althoqb this attitude does not al
ways emerae publicly. Other parties such u the 
French or Italians sometimes uuect contrastin1 points 
of view~ ! 
Karsten Voist summarized mainstream SPD views 
about -Eastern Europe in an article last July in which 
be arped that the liberalization all lOciaJms aeek for 
Eastern Europe can only oocur throqb evolution. not 
agressive popular opposition. Moves that threaten 
the systems in East European countria, asserts Voi&t, 
only result in areater repression and heiahtened East
West tensions. From the standpoint of Western poli- -:. 
ey,_detente rather than confrontation is the preferred 
policy for eucouraaina ID m>lution toward pluralism . 
Socialists ibould theretore deal with existina rc,imes. 
while makina it dear that they disapprove of the 
eommunut system~ I 

.. 
Central America. There have been twQ major tumina 
points in the evolution of SI attitudes toward this 
rqion: 

• The Nicarapan revolution, which convinced many· 
-West European SI leaders that revolution was both 
constructive and inevitable in many Latin American·· 
countries. 

• The dec:iaion m the SI-affiliated National Revolu
tionary Movement in El Salvador to leave the junta 
and join the insur,enc:y, thus aivin& the insuraents a 
veneer of respectability while rcinforcina the im
pression that they had popular support and 
momcntJ)n. I I 

Seven! factors have helped make the SI more recep
tive to the idea of revolutionary chanae in Latin 
.America tllan in other areas. The post-1976 drive to 
recruit Tbird World parties attracted Latin 
American putia, almost all of which:% suspicious 

I I all SI parties· except · or even bmtilc toward the United States. These 
the Italian PSDI oppoecd the idea of sanctions a,aimt immnatdy became a stroe; prcaurc ,roup demand-
Poland after the impalition.of martial Jaw. Public in& that the SI OIJl)Ole authoritarian rqima in the 
statements suaat' that some oppoaents of sanctiom rqioa. West EufOP.Clll parties a1ao •creed in 1980 to 
qrec with Voi,t's idcu. Otbal oppo1e action I»- the creation of ID SI Committee on Latin America 
cause they belicft auctions arc iaelfcctne or miaht and the Can"bbcan. Altlaoqh the SI president and 
dam.ate their countries' ecoaomia. Future SI state- ,eneral secretary were inc:hadcd u ex officio membcn · 
menu arc unlikely explicitly to oppoae sanctions . and West European parties could attmd u observers. 
apinlt East Eurcpcaa rqimes CII' the Soviets, but in practice the Latin Amc!ricans oftal held meetinas 
support for such actiom is unlikdy.l j on their own and took iesponsibility fCII' draftina 

resolutions to be presented at SI meetinp. Since the 
SI traditionally has aouibt advice from the member 
parties most directly involved in re,ional issues, the 
West European parties could not have eoiltrollcd the 
committee'• activities even if they had wanted to.O 

We believe that when wdl-publimed cues of East 
European repression occur, there is usually some 
preuure within the SI for a atrona denunciation, 
notably from the French and Italian socialists who 
fmd -tbe issue useful u a weapon apinst their domes
tic Communist mals. The West Germana and Austri
ans, theref orc, may have to allow atronaer statements 
~ they ~ like, but these are likely to be less 
1evere than mo1t Western aovemment statements. I I . 
CeatralAaa'ka 
In recent years, tbc most frequent ,ubject of disqrc,c,,, 
ment between tbc SI and the United States has been 

11 

I I . · 
We believe that the views of SI perties on Latin 
America are also hcavijy influenced by political anal
ysis emanatina from the re,ion, exemplified by a 
sympolium OD Latin American' democracy ~ 
by the'Frieclrich Ebert Foundation (rES) last Octo
_bcr. Accordina to a US diplomat who attended that 



meetina, even partic:iputl in the "democratic main
stream" a,recd that reprc1C11tativc dcmocncy wa.s 
often a dmce UICd by elites to dominate the musa. 
Many speakers played down tho importuce ol c:omti
tutional fonm. Tbe akeptical attitude of West ~ 
pean socia1iita about dectionl in PJ Salvador, for 
example. C,crivea in part from such ideu.·which arc 
often replayed m &ropc4 1 
Much of the current academic literature .on Latin 

. Amcric:a alao ltralcl economic undcrdevclopmcnt 
and "dependency" oa the laric industrial econo-
. mies-cspeciallY tho United Stato-a an explana
tion for Political problcml in the rep,n. The IOlutiom 
mos\ often invoked are economic aid to thae coun
tries and help ia throwiq off.the "yob" of multina
tional corporatiolll. Thclc idbs too find favor •IDOIII 

. the aocialilu.1 I 
Until abollt 1981, however, there was little recopi
tion amoaa the West Earopcam_tbat the adrice they 
WCR lettma mipt be 'IIDIOUDCL la 0V Judamcat. 
IDOlt West Buropcu party leaden haw little timo to 
fOCUI Oil Latin America. which ii low Oil their pcnoa
al lists of prioritia. Many do not have 1tafrt tbat cu 
brief them adequately oa tho rqioa. Moreo¥cr, the 
l'Ulhcd and haphazard nature of SI mecriqa iwlly 
cmura that rcsolutionl prepared by Latin Amcricam 
~ pus 1arse1y uncb■n~ed. 1 1 

We estimate that for West Buropc:an parties. Latin 
America ii allo a topic oa which the normal balancina 
constraints of domestic politics and national intcrat 
arc weak. It ii cuier for party leaden to upbold tho 
cauae of the dowlltroddea in this recion than in 
Africa, for example, where eovcrnmcntl arc ,enerally 
connected with WCltern Europe by an intricate net
work of economic and political tics. We belic'fc, 
moreover, that ICJIDt! ioci1Jict1 have opp0leci US aup
port for tbo Salvadoran Govenuiicnt beca111e they 
envision another Vietnam war. The influential West 
German SPD, in particular, is semitivc to the pouibil-
ity of the United Stata bcc:omina iawlvcd in a 1bird 
World morus that miiht reduce the attention it 
devotes to Europe.I 1 

.. .. - ·- ·- ·'--...;~,._· ---------~-·-·· -~ --

Niuna• The sr, atrana interest in Nicarapa 
. dates from 1978 what itl rust miliion to.the Caribbo

an recommended apecial attention to this key candi
date for "dcmocntizaticm." Dvinc tho period of 
rcaistince to the Somma rqimc, virtually all SI · 
mcmben sympathized with the insuraenta. Accordina 
to PRII reports. the Venezuelan Gommnent. con
trolled at that time by the SI-affiliated Democratic 
Action Party, provided.arms and other supplies, while 
West European parties contnouted some money. Tbe 
FES prorided .fuada to tho Saaclioistu for travel and 
for COW1CI ia democratic socialism and trade unica-

~ I -
SI party leaden were cnthaiutic abCNt the SandiJii►. 

. tu' evcatul Yictory, wbida they interpreted publicly 
u a barbinpr of a democratic IOCiety in Nicarapa. 
ne sr, Madrid c:oncr- in 1980 creitcd an Intcma
tioaal Committee for tlao Dclcasc ol the N"acaraauaia 
Rmllution. Thia arwp, chaired by Felipe 
Gonzalez and compoaed ol top socialist leaders, ii 
Atppoaed to promote adf-dcterminatiCll and noninter-
vention in Nicarapa. I I 
We bcliete that tho cathlllium of maay SI leaden 
for tbe Saacliniatu baa IOUl'Cd lince 1980. llqinnina 
with Marlo Soara of Pcmpl. who by March of that 
year wu callina attcntioa in SI foruma to Communist 
· inflDCDCO in Manapa. muy leaden ha,c avoided 
praise of Nicarapa and tried to cncouraie the Sandi
nistu to moderate their rcprcaive doQleatic poijc:ia. 
nc hiah point of this trend came in March 1982 
when the Vcnczuda.n Democratic Actioa Party ro
fwcd at the last minute to bolt an SI mcctina in 
Caracu If the Sanclinims came. la the end, however, 
this episode muled party leaders' ovcrwbelmiq · 
coaccrn about-the oqanizatiCll's prcatiac and il»clo
pcadence. Racntlllcllt aaaimt perceived us prasure,. 
reinforced by the cffecu of tho F1Jkl•ndl crilia. led 
the SI to dole ranks.I 

1· ™' decided to main-
tain IOlidarity with Nicara,ua and coatul~ to en- . 
couraac aid. while punuiq a more "critical~ dia
lopc. Since then, the ambipous fufmula of private 

l2 

e 

J 
i 

) 
.) 

11 

t 

f) t 



,r 

I e 

.. . ,· 

l 
J 

( 0 

· .. · 
.... ... . 

• t r · 

.. .. . 

/8 

criticism and public npport for the revolution'i .. on,_ El s.htlMr. The Srs positions on El Salvador have 
inal aims" bu prmilcd~ ' I also chuaed since 1980. In its resolution at the 

Madrid conarca that year, die SJ called on the 
Nicaraaua DOW occupies a smaller put of the Srs UDited Stata to stop supportina the Duarte ,overn-
time, cncqy, and pras releases. Several SI missions · ment. whida it condcmnecl u a "despotic rqime." 
·to the l"Clioll were planned and ·canceled before a low-: The resolution declared the Si's .. dcepeat IOlidarity" 
level lfOllP went last December. Ac:cordina to reports with the .insursent forces. At about the same time, 
from the .US.Embassy in Mana,ua. the sociaJists General Secmary c.r1aoa told US offic:iaJs that the 
warned the Sandinistu in private that democracy, United Stata should set on the winniq side in 
pluralism. and DONlipment were prerequisites for • Ceiltral America-the aide (he impli~) of the insur-
their support. but the Sandinistas 111blcqueotly used 1ents.l I 
the visit to substantiate their claims of broad interna:i-
~ tiactina.1 I 
With Sudinim faults increuin&lY appuat_ the 
Wat European SI memben ht recent months have 
cdaed toward an analysis that is u mucll Wat 
European u IOCiatist. Wllile Kbowledainl that the 
FSLN bu loobd incrcuinc1Y toward the P.utent 

· Bloc for RPPOl't. they insist that this procaa may be 
arratod by maintainiila coatact witlt Nanpa. 
Wat Europca,I IOCiaJim freqwatly suaat-ea 
Elm Flor.'of a. Spe■isb party recently did to us 
officials--daat the Soriets do llOt --uodler Cuba 
ht Nicarapa. Tbis optimism is cacourqed by the 
fact tllat they, un1ib the Ullitod Stata. have little to 
lose if their cti•&MN is UICOlrect. 11lC" IOCialist~ 
freq11CDtly cite the ewnplc of JJC)ltmolutioaary Por
tuaal. wbicb they claim they belped brine back to the 
Western fold by maintainiq coatact and CDCOUl'a,ina 
democntic practices after the Uaited States bad 
seemed to ~e the country to the Communists. In 
public statemcats and CODYerlatiom witb us otriciak. 
Wat European SI mrmben ue especially c:ritical of 
allcted US-spomored military praaureoa Nicarapa, 
wlncla they coatcnd unites Nic:arquans ·belund the 
rqimc while ama, the more. radical of the Sancfinis-
tu aa. ex~ for ,rater reprasioa.l j 

Unlell tbe Sandinistu actually prolaa alleaiance to 
MOICOW, they ahnolt certainly will coatiaae to be . 
united to attcDcl and to speak at Sf mectinp The 

· publicity the ~ receive will eacoara,e Wat 
Europcaa aovcnuneata to coatiae their relatively 

Durina 1~81, the srs lack.of reliable information . 
OD Central America markedly affectod its ~. 
Gw11ermo Uqo. the lad of the SI-aff"diated Nation
al R.ffllhationuy Mcwcment ht El Salvador, had an 
especially • or,u SI meetin 

After the sr. early statements on the Salvadoran 
COllftict became a mbjcct of contnwersy, however, 
intensified contacts with US officials and with a 
variety of Latin ~J)Utia prorided a broader 
bue of informa~ w~ had some moderatin& 
effect oa SI statcmaats. Since J 981, the standard SI 
J)Olition bas been aolidarity·with its member party, the 
MNR.. rathCl'. than the FDR./FMLN. ~or~cr, the 
implicit bope for a perilla_Yict«y bu faded, replaced 
by empbuis on ncsotiaticm between the ec,ve:nunent 
and the imurscnts. In this context. the SI endorsed 
the 1981 Franco-Me:xic:u declaration, which callccl 
the imuraents a .. repracatative political force. ",-1 ---. 

SI leaden were barshly ·critical in their public state
ments reprdiq the March 1982 ekctions in.El 
Sfflador, imistin& dapitt much eridenc:e to the con
trary that the population WU D0t free to expras its 
true preferenca. Smee the dcctions. however, the SI 
Jau 1aradY ceued its earlier "initiatives" OD El 
Sa1vac1or.1 I 

hip. le¥CI of ocooomic aid to Nacarapa. The Sandi- In OPr judament. ma.t SI members now realize that 
. Distu are unlitdy to be srantcd lllClllbcnhip in the · their: elf~ on the PJ Samdor issue are ineffectual. . 
SI. howerer, anlas Nicatapa shows definite sips of 1bey perceive the current Salvadoran Government u 
becwnm1 .. pluralist ute.1 1 . 
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farther to the richt thaa the previous one, and bdieYC 
that only the United States can nucf&e it toward 
nqotiations. And aJthoup the larpr SI parties such 
u the West Germans aad the French were wi1lina to 
risk some US dilpJeasare u Ions u they pem:iffll a 
chance of promotina a ICttlemcnt, they have DO desire 
to antqoniz.e the United States and create problems 
for themselves in other areas when they have no 
lcveraae➔ I 
Despite increuins .doubts about the imur,ents' ,oaJs 
and prospects, SI parties are stillopcn)y critical of El 
Salvador's human rishts performance, failin, to dis
tinpish bctwccaa richtwi.na terrorists and the pern
ment. Sllcadcn, in our judamcnt, will probably 
continue to pontificate about US "mistakes" in El 
Salvador,~ they will ~bly keep SI pro
nouncements las strident tl:aan they were in 1 ~81. 
Many of these parties will continue to leap at new 
formulu for a ncaotiated settlement. I ! 
n, SI', F.,,,,_ i• Lt,ti• bNru:& West European 
countries will probably broadell*tlaeir CCOACIDic and 
political interests in Latin America in tJac comins 
ycan, and the SI will undoubtedly try to keep step. By 
incrcuina its Yist'bility, pUticularly in South Ameri
ca. how~, the SI may aperience ,rcater 1tnU11 
CNt:t specif'JC ~ Some West Germans ha-.e al
ready complained to us off"aciall • .,. the lack of. u 
institutional check on Latin AmericaJl members. Ef
forts are under way to act all resolutions ~ with 
a coordinatina committee before they are brouaht to · 

MWclleEut 
The attitude of SI mcmtien toward the Middle East 
bu cbanaed '1fft the put 10 years from rclatiTe 

· indifference to acme concan and lmolvement. Until 
the early 1970., tho most important influence on SI 
positions came from the Israel Labor Party (ILP). 
which u a loqtime member had close ties with lllOlt 
of the West European party leaden. especially ~ · 
West German Social Democrats. We estimate that 
party leaders made relatively little cff ort to seek ot,her 
perspectiva on the Middle Eu~ situation until 
they-like all West Evropcan politiciam--wcre 
brouaht up short by the 1973 Arab-Israeli war. In the 
aftermath of that cooflict and the Arabs' use of the oil 
embuao u a weapon. the European Community 
almost immediately reoopi'UJCI the ript of the Pales
tinian peoples to what it called. "national identity," 
and the socialilts also betu to show areater apprecia-
tion for Palestinian arpmeats.j I 
A more actiw ~ for a Middle Eut peace also fit 
well with tlao arowia, dcaire oC SI leaders to deal wfth 
important problam CMltsido Western Europe. Some 
parties Pl'Obably were allo affected by the incn::asin1 
illterna~ sapport for the Palestinian causo-for 
example, at the UN. FmaJly, aJtJaoup these factors 
would have sufficed to mate the SI more~ to 
Anb views, we beJie,e that maay of its more specific 
actions were attn,,.table larply to Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky oC Austria, wbo took an active interest in 
Middlc.F.utem problems➔ I 

the floor at a coaf'en:nce. Similar efforts to control the · Kreisky has insisted publicJy that the PLO be treated 
Latin Americans have been made before, howm:r, u the representative oC the Palatinian people, who 
and in our Tiew the reluctance oC the West Eurcpcam should have their on state. It was laraely ~ue to 
to confront the Latin Americans openly probably will Kreiskµ efforts that the SI approved three sepante 
prevent much chanae~ I factfindina missiom-led by him-,to tht Middle East 
.-----------------. durina the mid-1970.. If it had~ been for .Kreisky's 

zeal, some member par:tiea miaht have maintained for 
a lonser time their reserve about faco-to-face contact 
with PLO repraeatativa.l I . 

-~ ... -· . . _ . .., .. . , .. ... .. .... ... ' . -• . - ~ -· ;.. :..·.- .. .. 

At the Si's coaarea at Geneva in 1976, a vaauc 
resolution WU pused Which cited the riaht o( all 
people to self-determination ~ secure and recos
nizcd borders. Durinc tJa!s period. the formal position 
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« the SI wu siau1ar to that of the European Commu- ute. No SI party leader today would wholly accept 
nity and other West European political sroups. ~ the IIF, analysis of the MiddJe East; in our jud1-
most dramatic iadic:atiom of SI sympathy with the mait, many- believe that the hradis are not the best 
PLO, Jaowev«, came wbea Willy Brandt. apparently judees of their on interats.j I 
throush Krcisky'1 inflUCDCe. accepted tlie idea that 
.. selected PaJeatinian rq,raaatativca" should be in- Kreisky bu suuated publicly KYCl'll times that the 
duded in Middle Eastern aecotiatioas.! .... ___ ....., ILP be expelled from the SI for what he terms 'its 

obltruct.ive attitudes toward peace efforts. After the 
In 1979, Krdsky and Brandt met with Yuir Arafat in hradi invuion of Lebanon last year, Felipe Gonzalez 
Vienna-thou&h not on bebalf of the SI. Nevc:tthe- also suuestcd expulsion. The Freoch and West Ger-
las, Brandt stated publicly that the PLO did not wt mans. biw,cvi, successfully opposed ,uch a move. 
to destroy Israel and said that he would advise the SI C _ 
t.n • I L..~---_, 

•1.----------1 At the IDOit recait aerniannual bureau ~eetin&, the 
D..P wu able almost 1m,.lehandedly to prevent pe.s
sa,e of a raolution explicitly recoenizina a role for 
the PLO in tbe peace procas. Suell ideal have' been 
ddieted almost c:omtaDt)y in the context of the up
comins coa,ras, and the ILP will face increasini 
demaack that they sbow flm1,ility. We believe, how-

L------------------' eYCt, tJiat u.lcll the other Sl·memben discover a 
Dclpite coatacu witla tbc PLO by aome prominaat SI 
members, tbc cquizatioo'a raohation OD tbe Middle 
F.aat at Madrid ia 1980 did littJe more tun implicitJy 
endone tbc Camp DaTid procra. camn, Oil the 
hraelil. lieichborias coantrics, and the Paleatinians to 

, ne,otiate peace. Felipe GomJez, Bcacdetto Crui, 
and Mario Soua. who had arped for recocnition « 
the PLO, criticized the Madrid raolation u a step 

backward from~ tam earlier by the SI and the 
EC.j · . 

In our jadpient, tr eocia!iatl 1enerally bdieve that 
Arafat CID be cacovaacd toward ,rcater moderation 
by CDl&lllll him in a dialope with the SI. Thia would 
JUppoeedly eahance biJ prcstjie, proride him with 
.. role models." and perhaps make him more reluctant 
to take radical actiom wllicb could endaqer the 
diaJope. The atronaest npporten in the SI of the 
Paleatii,,ian caue ud the moa severe critics of lsradi 
policy laavt bcca die Allltriw and the Spanish, with 
the Italians and Swedes occaaiooaity Jc,iaina ia. nae 
Britilb Labor Party ud the Dutdl Labor'Party were 

, formerly die IDOlt f,oqwat dcf'eadcn of the 1LP 
·intcrpmatioll, with eome RPPQrt from the French. 
l>lll'illJ the put few yean, ~. the mad Labor 

. Party us become iacreuini1Y ilolated GD the qua
tiQD ol·PLO attcaclnce at SI mectin11, PLQ putid
patioa in necoaa-. ud a possible ~ 

IS 

mechaWm for~ the CODlallUS rule and thus 
tbo ILP, thele ideas will remain m limbo. 1be West 
Gamam, u uual. have qujet)y taken the lead in 
coatrolliDa raolutiom for the 1 

Despite thar doubtJ a~~ the wisdom ol. lLP posi
tions, we bclieYe that molt Wat European SI mem
bers hesitate to take actions that place the party in an 
awkwant situ.lion at home and Nlduce iu chances of 
oustina the Beain ~t. They are also reluctant 
to rilt alienatina the United States now that the 
ltClpJl administration bu .. ffQ)IJl!iud the Palestin
iml problem." Kreilty, Who in ID dec:tiom. year needs 
to drmomtra~ I aood .. tioasbip with the United 
Stata, bu pubticly prued the President's Middle 
Eutcna policy. I I 
Anotbcr modcratiq iaflucace has been Krdsky's 
,radual n:placement as the Si's point mu on the 
Middle But. by Mario .Soares. Althoqh Soares bu 
also arpcd <Ncr the yean for sreater recopition of 

i, 
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the PLO, he praised the R.ea,an proposaJa in conver
satiom ~ US officiaJa Jut September. His iaitial 
draft report on the post-Lebuoa Middle Eutern 
litQ.tioa wu cautiou and limited in scope. Soera 
bu implied publidy that tJae United States ii the only 
coantry with infhleace oa the aarreat Israeli Govent
menL These. perceptioas reduce the likdihood ol a 
Middle .Eut raolutioa at Lisboa Qat would conflict 
sharply with US policy. F.mpbuia durina the next few 
months probably will be oa encouraaina the with
drawal of foreien forces from Lebanon~ 

~--..J 

So.dleraAfrica 
The SI-recently bu become more actively involved in 
southern Africa, laraelY· at the behest of the French 
aad Portu,uese putia. They have taken the lead in 
promotin1 a confermcc ill ~imma with the IO-Cllled 
FrontliJle States./ 

Ila keepina with put ~I 
-,-ta-temen--ts.~SW=:.-:APO-=-pr-ob&-=---,bly...,.J WCN1d r=ve u en-

dorsement. SoutJa Africu military iacuniom into 
Namibia almost certainly would be coadaueci. R.o
flectin, the Yicwpoiat of the Freacla ud 1D01t other SI 
parties, the coaference mipt ur,e N1JD1Diu 
indepeadence reprdlca of Cllbu military imolvo-

.. . ment in the resioa.l I 
The SI already bu p01tl)Oned; the conf'ermcc from 
June 1983 until later in the year, howem-, and the 
project~ depends on~. dilqreemcnta r-mpca,o~, . . I 
the SPD hu aid that it will not accept .. aaimomous 
accusatiom" apimt South~- TIie Frcach party, 
despite ita stroq interest ia resomq the Namibia 
qucstioa, probably- allo W011ld lib to a¥0id tlae iaue ol 

an economic ~I · I 

•· 

The Froatline States, bowe,a, are 111re to demand a 
ltfODI dcauciation of South Africa and may also be 

• ible • that country. 

Aside from the publicity involved. the main aim of the 
SI parties seems to be to atreqthca IJ'OllPI in south
cm Africa which are fricndt-« potential fricnds-d 
the SI. To achieYc tJaia pl. the SI will try to present 
itself u a supporter of the Frontline States' interests. · 
The fact that the srs sympathy with thole states only 
ex~ to a cerWn point. boweYcr, wiD pnwe a 
di.fflClllt obltade to the IU«cll of a coafc:rence. 
I I -. 
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A.,eMixC 
SI MelllNl'UiJ 

I 

Olutry Palitic:alPuty 

NI ...... 

Aracatiaa •. PopaJar SociaJilt Party 

Alll1tllia AmtraliaaLabarPuty 
Alllbia SociaJiat Party 
Barbados . 8ubadol Labar Party 

Bc:l,wll focialiltPuty(BSPud PSB) 

Canada New Dcmocntic Party 

QliJe New DcmacraticPuty 
CJiile Radical Party 

c.o.taJlica· NatioMJ lJbcrada Party 

l>aDmk Soc:iaJ Democratic Party 

Dam"■icca ilelNWic 
·EISllnD' Natioaal ryPuty 

Filllud Social Deaocntic Party 

Fruce Soc:ialiltPlrty 

I 0 
Gcrmaay,Fedenl Soc:iaJ Democratic Party 
Jlcl,aWic 
Gnatlriwa LaborParty 

Graada New Jcwd MONM8t 
lcll■lld Soc:iaJ Dcaocntlc Party 

Jnin4 , . Labar Party I· 

Ind LallarParty _,.·· 

Italy Soc:iaJ Democratic Party 
Soda)iltPuty 

Jamaica Peol,le'a Natiaaal Party 

Japu Dailoc:ratic SociaJiat Party 

SocilJil& Party ol Japu 

.ICoRa. Jlq,lablic ol u.. Socialilt Party 

La:rcmboltl la ........... SociaJiat Worbn' Party 
NalaYlia DcaocraticAcaoa Party 

Malta Malta Lallor Party 

Mawiaas MuritiNLallarllawmeat 
Ncdalucls Lallar Party 

NcwZcalnd LallorParty 
Ncwdieralnluil Nordlenl Jnlud Labor Party 

Soc:iaJ Democradc ud Labar Party 

/ 

I O 
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Coeat,y Palitic:al Party 

Norway LaborParty 
. SociaHlt Party 

S..Mariact UaitarySociallCParty 

SocWilt Party 

s,.. _s,uiaSocWilt Worbra• Party 

Social Dcmocratic Party 

Social Democntic Party 

Ullited Stata Domocratic.Socialiat ()rp.nimc c-itw 
Social Democrats USA 

Cypra El>EK Soc:ia1ist Party 

Puquay Fdnrilta ~ Party 

.; . 

c .............. .. 
Bllpria Social Democratic Party 

~ Social Democratic Party 

EltGllil SociaJilt Party 

H-■r, Social Democratic Party 
Lat¥il Social Democ:radc_Puty C 
Ll•Mllil· Social DemocraticPuty 
,... Socillilt Party 

Romuia Social Democratic Party 

Y-,oalma SociaJiltParty 
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By 

National Intelligence Council 

The Director of Central Intelligence 
Washin,ton, D.C. 20.SOS 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Ambassador Jack F. Matlock, Jr. 
Special Assistant to the President 

· and Senior ·Director 
Nationa1 · security Council 

FROM: Colonel George Kolt, USAF . 

6 September i984 

National Intelligence Officer for .Europe 

SUBJECT: Promised Documents 

l. Attached please find the two studies of the Socialist. 
International which I promised to ·you~ You should know that the March 
1984 study entitled "The Party Internationals and .Latin AmerJcaN w·as 
prepared at the reQuest of Assistant Secret~ry Motley in .re~ppnse to 
his specific Questions. If you have .further questions after re~ding 
thes~ studies, I think the best thing. to do would b.e . to ar.range 'for an · 
analyst to meet with you so that you might tell him your exact needs .• 

• • , I 

2. I am also attaching .a copy of Leonid Khotin'b,bstracts. ,-

George Koit 

Attachments 
l. EUR M .84-10031, dtd 6 March 84 
2. EUR 83-10089, dtd March 83 
3. Abstracts, Vol.2, No.3,Surmier 83 

(b) (3) 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 24, 1985 

JACK MATLOCK 
RON LEHMAN ~ 

WALT RAYMOND V r~fe-~r 
VaAna.111~"' -~ 

Pennti ¥annenan Visit 

As you will recall we committed ourselves to briefing Pennti 
Vannenan on arms control/disarmament issues. This would be as 
a preliminary to a subsequent visit by Willi Brandt and a SI 
delegation. (Previous traffic is attached.) I have been 
advised Vannenan will be in Washington on 30-31 January and has 
reserved the better part of one day for briefings in the NSC 
and the Department of State. I would like to confirm your 
willingness to meet with Vannenan on the morning of 30 or 31 
January. We have been asked to set up equi valent briefings in 
the Department of State. I called Mark Palmer a couple weeks 
ago and he agreed to staff out the State-side of such 
briefings. For convenience I suggest State and NSC bri efings 
be the same day. I will arrange as soon as you confirm your 
availability. In extrem~ Vannenan can change his schedule to 
be in- Washington on 4-5 February. I would plan to spend one 
hour separately with Vannenan discussing other SI matters such 
as Latin America. I would suggest back to back meetings in the 
NSC with Jack's o f fice taking the issue more from a East-West 
con text and Ron's office more from an arms control context. 

Attachment 

cc: Steiner 

~ ~ I lt.,t M,.L. lc..,.,.w 

"'~-J,., &-tr-c.14. i ,._ .f- fl.- Lc..e.

J ~ - )1 ~ -



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION January 24, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: ; WALT RAYMOND 

SUBJECT: Pennti Vannenan Visit 

As you will recall we committed ourselves to briefing Pennti 
Vannenan on arms control/ disarmament issues. This would be-··as 
a preliminary to a subsequent visit by Willi Brandt and a SI 
delegation. (Previous traffic is attached.) I have been 
advised Vannenan will be in Washington on 30-31 January and has 
reserved the better part of one day for briefings in the NSC 
and the Department of State. I would like to confirm your 
willingness to meet with Vannenan on the morning of 30 or 31 
January. We have been asked to set up equivalent briefings in 
the Department of State. I called Mark Palmer a couple weeks 
ago and he agreed to staff out the State-side of such 
bri~fings. For convenience I suggest State and NSC briefings 
be the same day. I will arrange as soon as you confirm your 
availability. In extrem~ Vannenan can change his schedule to 
be in Washington on 4-5 February. I would plan to spend one 
hour separately with Vannenan discussing other SI matters such 
as Latin America. I would suggest back to back meetings in the 
NSC with Jack's office taking the issue more from a East-West 
context and Ron's office more from an arms control context. 

Attachment 

cc: Steiner 
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