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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In accordance with the request contained in the 
Joint Explanatory Statement of the State Department 
Authorization Bill Conference Committee (pages H.10258-9 
of the Congressional Record, No. 160, Part II, November 
17, 1983), I am forwarding to you the attached State 
Department Report on •Applying the Principles of 
Equivalence and Reciprocity to the Soviet and Soviet Bloc 
Representation in the United States.• 

In composing this report, the Department has sought to 
fulfill to the maximum extent possible the Conference 
Committee's request. Specifically, the report analyzes 
the functioning and operations of official representatives 
of Soviet and Soviet Bloc countries in the United States, 
and official representatives of the United States in 
Soviet and Soviet Bloc countries with regard to their 
numbers, status, privileges and immunities, travel, 
accomodations and facilities. The report reviews legal 
and administrative measures that have been or might be 
taken to implement the principles of reciprocity and 
equivalence and to reduce the harm to national security 
caused by the presence in the United States of Soviet and 
Soviet Bloc intelligence personnel acting as official 
representatives of their countries, while taking into 
account the foreign policy, foreign intelligence 
collection and national security interests which bear on 
this subject. As requested by the Conference Committee, 
the report has been classified to the extent necessary, 
and it includes the views of all relevant departments and 
agencie s of the executive branch. 
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Should Committee me~bers have any additional questions 
relating to subjects which lie within the purview of the 
Department of State, we will do our best to answer them to 
the Committee's satisfaction. 

Sincerely, 

w. Tapley Bennett, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 
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