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4-A• -------------------------------------------------------------THE PLAIN DEALER, MUNIJA'I', JULY 15. 1985 
~ 

Stokes tries to aid violinist's kin 
Congressman ~ees summit as exodus key for Soviet Jews 
B WILUAII F MILLER "We want to bave our family 1 

• together, as we tbought it would . be 
STAFF WRITER wben half of us were giffll permislion 

A ~ call from Cleveland to to leave," said Polyakin, who for
the Soviet UDlOII OD behalf of a Cleve- merly was assiltant concertmuter of 
land Orcbestra.viollnilt set Rep. Louis the Moscow Chamber Orcbestra. 
Stokes OD a mi111ioo to try· to ~ the I Stokes said the bopes of the Polya
musiciall'a relaUves out of Russia. kin family and SS0,000 other Jews 

Tbe story was told yesterday by who want to leave the Soviet Union 
Stokes, D-Zl, of Warremville Helgbta. might binge OD talks later tbls year 
He addrelled 125 people at a Jewisb between President Reagan and Soviet 
Community Center forum OD bis trip leader Mikhail $. Gorbacbev. 
to the Soriet Union tbls month to 1D011- t Tbe · congressman said tbat if 
ltor the treatment of Soviet Jews. . friendlier relatloas emerged from the 

Stokes said that while he was in 
Russia, be receiftd a telephone call 
from Sam H. Miller, vice cbalrman of 
Forest City Enterprlles Inc., urging 
him to do what he could for the family 
of Lev Polyakln, 3%, a viollnilt who 
emigrated with bis parents five years 
ago. 

Stokes said be tried unsuccesafully 
to coatact Polyakln's sister, Litvak, 

. 37, and her busband, Michael, 36. He 
dfcl meet wi.th S3 other Rusaian Jews 
who have · been trying for years to 
emigrate to Israel or America. 

,u.s~llep. Loula stok• ,_ ·--· ... ----· Be said .be would won to reunite 

talks, the Ruaalana mlgbt be more 
likely to permit Jews to emigrate. He 
said there was little hope of many 
leaving othenrile. 

Stokes said the delegation that went 
to Moscow and Leningrad bad written 
Anatoly F. Dobrynin, Soviet ambassa
dor to the United States, asking for a 
meeting to discuss the pllgbt of Soviet 
Jews. Tomorrow, Stokes and others 
who joined him on the trip, Rep. Bar
bara Mikulski, D-Md, and Rep. James 
Moody, D-Wilc., will report to Con
gress on their findings. The trip was 
sponsored by the National Conference 
OD Soviet Jewry. 

for trying to practice the Jewish faith. 

PeniecuUon bas increased, with 14 
arrests during the past year, be said. 

Stokes said two Hebrew teacben, 
Leonid Volvovsky and Ronald Zeli
cbonot, were arrested lut month. 
Volvovsky was not cbarged, and Zeli
chonok was acclDed of defaming the 
Soviet state and social aystem. 

Stokes said bis group met in the 

middle of the nigbt wltb the dillldeDts 
In an effort to avoid detection by 
Soviet authorities. 

In answer to a qaest1oa, Stokes said 
be believed the Sorieta were not free.. 
Ing Jews became it mlgbt apart inter
est by other groups that abo want to 
go to the West. 

Stokes pledged continaed efforts to 
help Soviet Jews, whom be called a 
gallant people. 

Pl«lflH continued eftort to ,,_Ip So11lel .,___ the Polyakln family. 
--------.---------------_:_· . Polyakln said he was assured by 

t 
Soviet officials when be left that bis 
sister, brother-in-law and their two 

: cblldren would aoon follow, but they 
) have been refmed. permialloa to emi

grate five times. He said bis lister was 
expecting a child in September. 

Stokes said be was lmpremed by 
the atreagtb and commitment of the 
Jews be met and the families of thole 
1n prison. Be told of leamiDg about 
penecuUon of Jewish dlaaidents. This 
included beatings in priloa, · harast
ment by the secret police, loss of 
employment and other deprivations 



United States 
of America 99

th 
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION 

Vol. 131 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, JULY 16, 1985 No. 94 

House of Representatives 
Congressman Stokes Speaks Out On The Plight Of Soviet Jews 
Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I take 

this special order this evening in order 
to discuss with my colleagues in the 
House the matter of Soviet J ewry. I 
had the pleasure and the privilege and 
honor of traveling with five Members 
of the House during the period June 
29 to July 7 to the Soviet Union. We 
were privileged to travel under the 
auspices of the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry. 

Those who made this trip with me 
were the gentleman from Texas. Mr. 
STEVE BARTLETT, the gentlewoman 
from the Third Congressional District 
of Maryland, Ms. BARBARA MIKULSKI. 
the gentleman from Florida. Mr. MI
CHAEL BILIRAKIS, the gentleman from 
Alabama, Mr. BEN ERDREICH, and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin. Mr. JIM 
MOODY. 

Once we had arrived at Zurich and 
were flying Into the Soviet Union, we 
separated into two groups, three Mem
bers of the Congress in each group. 
Traveling with us were two very effi
cient and highly professional staff per
sons from the National Conference. in 
the person of Miss Robin Saite and 
Billie Keyserling. 

One of our group went to Moscow, 
that is the group that I was with. and 
the other group went to Leningrad. 
After we spent 3 days in each of these 
cities, we then criss-crossed and came 
back, passing one another in the 
night. as one group went from Moscow 
to Leningrad on the train and the 
other group came from Leningrad 
back to Moscow. 

It was an extremely interesting trip 
and one whieh I think all of us valued 
very much. 

I had occasion to look into a very 
special case in Cleveland. OH, involv
ing a refusenik by the name of Sofia 
Lipvak who had incurred six refusals 
since 1981. Her brother. Lev Payakin, 
Is violinist In the Cleveland Symphony 
Orchestra. While I was unable to see 

Ml~ Lipvak while I was there. we did \ 
make contact with her and we are still , 
working on this case trying to get her j 
out of the Soviet Union. \ 

This morning the six of us who trav
eled together had a press conference 
regarding the fact that since our 
return here we have attempted to 
obtain a meeting with Ambassador Do
brynin and the other officials of the 
Soviet Embassy in order to share with 
them the facts that were found from 
our mission to the Soviet Union. 

I think all of us were in the same po
sition. that is, all of us had been active 
in this movement in order to bring at
tent ion to the plight of Soviet Jews 
who were being denied the right of im
migrat ion. but none of us had pre1,;i
ously been afforded the opportunity 
to visit with these refuseniks whose 
cause we had advocated. 

In some cases we met with many 
members of families and in some cases 
just individuals. Most of the meetings 
were held in the evenings at the 
homes of some of the leacters in the 
movement. 

I believe on the 3 days in Moscow 
and 1 of the days in Leningrad we met 
with somewhere in t he neighborhood 
of about 33 of these very fine people. 

In some cases \1,;e met with the wives 
of those who are imprisoned in the 
Soviet Union. We learned of arrests 
under some very bizarre and unusual 
circumstances in the middle of the 
night , of imprisonment for charges 
such as hooliganism and parasitism. of 
planted evidence. of 12-hour searches 
of homes. and of a prisoner now 90-
percent blind as a result of being 
stabbed in his eyes in his jail cell 
which authorities say was self-inflict
ed. 

It was very depressing to sit. and 
listen to some of the stories of the 
things that these people are encoun
tering simply because of their desire to 
be able to emigrate from the Soviet 

Union and to be able to become repa. 
triated. 

We learned of some people who had 
now been refused the right of emigra
tion and repatriation for as long as 12. 
14, and even 16 years. These people 
are painfully aware that the number 
of Jews being permitted to emigrate 
has been steadily declining since 1982. 

That year. 2,688 Soviet Jews emi
grated. In 1983. the figure disintegrat
ed down to 1,314. In 1984, t here was 
another drastic drop to a total of 896. 
In 1985, as of June, th£: paultry sum of 
36 have be£:n permitted to emigrate. 

Those with whom we visited are part 
of approximately 350.000 Soviet J ews 
who desire to emigrate from the 
Soviet Union; 10.000 of these are re
fuseniks, those who have applied and 
who have been refused. There are ap
proximately 20 who have been impris
oned for some official sounding crimi
nal charge whose real offense, in the 
eyes of the So\'iets. was the teaching 
of Hebrew. Ten of these persons were 
imprisoned in the month of June. 

Many of the refuseniks with whom 
we met were very learned individuals 
with extensive degrees and educat ion
al background, who after applying for 
exit visas now find themselves either 
doing menial work or altogether un
employed. 

But in- spite of the anti-Semitism. in 
spite of the oppression and the degra• 
dation, and the pain of being separat
ed from their families, I found an in
domitable spirit among these people. 
They were inrnlved in a movement in 
which they are totally committed and 
dedicated. They are seeking. and they 
seem to be extremely pleased to know 
that people of good will throughout 
our Nation are concerned about their 
plight and are attempting to wield 
such influence as they can in order to 
be able to help them be able to emi• 
grate from the Soviet Union. 





OHIO SENATE 

CONGRATULATING LEV POLYAKIN 
ON YOUR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE AT THE 

ROMANO ROMANINI VIOLIN COMPETITION 

On behalf of the members of the Senate of the 116th General Assembly of Ohio, 
we offer our warmest congratulations to Lev Polyakin of The Cleveland Orchestra, 
!or winning a Gold Medal and a special prize for your preformance of Batzinl's "The 
Round of the Goblins" at the third annual Romano Romanini Violin Competition in 
Brescia, Italy, 

Your reputation as a musical virtuoso has followed you from your Russian homeland. 
Since immigrating to the United States in 1980, you have taken international honors 
at the Karl Flesch International Violin Competition in London in addition to your 
most recent achievements at the Romano Romanini Violin Competition. 

You have achieved international acclaim as an exceptional mus1c1an through years of 
patiently pursuing the development of your talents and the perfection of your 
technique, This recognition is indeed well-deserved and is indicative of the superb . 
quality of your musical abilities. 

Thus, with great pleasure, we congratulate you on your most recent accomplishment 
and wish you continued success in your future musical endeavors. 

· enator Paul E. Gillmor 
President of the Ohio Senate 

, 




