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The followzng talklng poznts may be useful when seeklng
- NSC agreement to some changes in the press guidance which they
have proposed on the use of prlson labor on the Siberian - - :
p1pel1ne."40

MEMORANDUM

TO:
THROUGH:
. FROM: -
SUBJECT:

PNy

(o} We must bg Qgreful not to overstate our concern about

the use of

Siberian pipeline.

o- We do not want to be in the position of "inventing”
‘more objections to the pipeline, especially ones that may

S/S - Clayton E. McManaway

EUR - Richard R. Burt, Designate

EUR/SOV Thomas W. Slmons, Jr.
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Soviet prisoners or Vietnamese workers on the

prove di

man rights.

Fuo;'he

o Even in the United States we use prison labor on

government

this practice.

o‘ The

and has not indicated that the labor is on the Siberian
_There are some reports that the labor program is

pipeline.
popular in

benefits comparable to those received by Soviet laborers. We
)} intergovernmental labor cooperatlon until we have more facts.
* "TRereforeé weé should ot &t this time connect directly the
issue of Vietnamese labor with the Siberian pipeline.

o _We suggest that the press guidance p:oposed by the NSC

be amended
guidance).

icult to substantiate. To the extent that we take
the lead on this we may dampen the interest of the Europeans
who are pursuing the issue on their own.

use of such labor is not necessarily an abuse of

projects, and it would be hard for us to condemn
information on Vietnamese labor is not conclusive

Vietnam and that the workers receive wages and

to take these factors into account (see attached




A Typical Press Guidance Clearance Story

Act One. The President decides to oppose the Soviet-
European gas pipeline. Certain Senators subsequently
try to reinforce this stand by raising the question of
whether Vietnamese contract labors and forced labor are
being used on the pipeline.

Act Two, August 1ll. EUR produces press guidance under-
mining the seriousness of this concern and it is cleared
through State:

(01ld State Guidance)

PRESS GUIDANCE August 11, 1982

Labor on Siberian Pipeline

Q: Do you have any comment on reports that the
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to
build the Siberian pipeline?

A: We have heard rumors to. this effect, but have
not substantiated them. We are looking into the
question. It should be noted that as a matter of
standard procedure, the Soviets use prisoners

from labor camps on many projects involving large

amounts of manual labor.

Q: What about Vietnamese laborers on pipeline?
A: We've seen reports on this as well, but cannot

confirm them.

Drafted:EUR/SOV:RHarms Cleared:
8/11/82 x29369 EUR/SOV:KYalowitz
' EUR/SOV : RECombs
EUR:JDScanlan
HA:HSimon

EA/VLK:JHalsted



Act Three, August 13. The NSC sends to State new, tougher
press guidance saying that it "should be used in place of
earlier State-proposed press guidance:

August 13, 1982

Labor on Siberian Pipeline

Q: Do you have any comment on reports that the
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to
build the Siberian pipeline?

A: We are aware of these reports and are actively
looking into this question. The Soviets do use
prisoners from Gulag camps as forced labor on
priority projects, and we are therefore deeply con-
cérned that these reports are plausible. There
have also been reports ;hat thousands of Vietnamese
are being brought to the Soviet Union to work, under
conditions which warrant close international scrutiny.
The use of such labor, whether on the pipeline of

elsewhere, represents a serious abuse of human rights

that should not be ignored.

Act Four, August 1l6. EUR sends a memo to the other bureaus
in State for clearance demanding that State fight the NSC

and restore the original press guidance. HA refuses to clear
and drafts a dissenting position suggesting that the NSC
guidance be used with a change in the last sentence to meet
a valid point raised by EUR - that not all use of prison
labor is a human rights violation. The HA draft guidance
follows:

oS



August 13, 1982

Labor on Siberian Pipeline

Do you have any comment on reports that the Soviet
Union is using political prisoners to build the
Siberian pipeline?

We are aware of these reports and are actively

looking into this question. The Soviets do use

. prisoners from Gulag camps as forced laﬁor on priority

projects, and we are therefore deeply concerned that
these reports are plausible. There have also been
reports that thousands of Vietnamese are being bpought
to the Soviet Union to work, under conditions Which
warrant close international sérutiny. We are seriously
concerned about the potential for inhumanity in the

use of this kind of labor in such conditions, whether

on the pipeline or elsewhere.

Act Five, August 17. EUR brings up the following press

guidance, claiming that it is the same as the NSC guidance
with HA's suggested change, and that HA had therefore al-
ready cleared it. HA again refuses to clear.

Labor on Siberian Pipeline

Do you have any comment on reports that the
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to
build the Siberian pipeline?

We are aware of these reports and are actively
looking into this question. The Soviets do use
prisoners from Gulag camps as forced labor on
priority projects, and it is possible that some

are being used on the pipeline. We are concerned

about the potential for inhumanity in the use of



EUR argued for its position with the following
revision of its earlier memo. (see attached memo).

Attachment:
As Stated.
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SUBJECT: SOVIET MEDIA,OFFICIALS COUNTERATTACK ON
PRISONERS/PIPEL INE |ISSUE

REF: MOSCOW 9681

1. 4GONF+BENdAbe ENTIRE TEXT).

2. TASS POLITICAL OBSERVER V. SEROV IN SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA
(RUGUST 18) DENIED CHARGES APPEARING IN THE WESTERN

PRESS THAT THE SOVIETS ARE USING PRISON LABOR TO BUILD

THE SIBERIAN-WESTERN EUROPE PIPELINE. THE DENIAL

CAME IN THE FORM OF A REBUTTAL OF A STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY
MADE BY  GERMAN CDU FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN ALOIS

MERTES TO THE EFFECT THAT A HUNDRED THOUSAND PRISONERS

ARE WORKING ON THE PIPELINE.

3. SAYING THAT "THE SOVIET SIDE HAS ALREADY VERY
EXPLICITLY STATED THAT NOT ONE PRISONER IS WORKING

ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PIPELINE," SEROV GOES ON
TO IMPUGN "THE MURKY SOURCES" OF SUCH "ANTI-SOVIET
FABRICATIONS" AND TO CAST DOUBT ON MERTES’ MOTIVES
FOR SPREADING THE STORY. ACCORDING TO THE TASS
OBSERVER, MERTES SEIZED THE CANARD HOISTED BY THE
FRANKFURT-ON-THE MAIN SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS,
WHICH, IT IS ALLEGED, IS AN "AFFILIATE OF NTS" - A
"DOOBLE-DYED ANTI-SOVIET ORGANIZATION" HAVING TIES
TO THE "CIA AND OTHER WESTERN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES."
AS FOR MERTES HIMSELF, SEROV ALLEGES THAT HE HAS HAD
A LONG CAREER IN ANTI-SOVIETISM, HAVING BEEN EXPELLED
FROM THE USSR IN 1866 FOR ENGAGING IN "ILLEGAL
ACTIVITY -- IN PARTICULAR, IN ANTI-SOVIET PROPAGANDA"
WHILE WORKING IN THE FRG EMBASSY.

4. IN AN AUGUST 18 CALL BY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR AT MFA
USA DIVISION, COUNSELOR MYSHKOV MENTIONED THE ARMSTRONG
AMENDMENT AS AN EXAMPLE OF WESTERN EFFORTS TO

' SONBENAL

"PRESSURE" THE SOVIET UNION. MYSHKOV WAS LOW KEY,

BUT ATTACKED THE AMENDMENT AS BEING BASED ON "“FALSE"
REPORTS THAT SOVIET PRISONERS WERE BEING USED TO BUILD
THE GAS PIPELINE

5. COMMENT: WHILE THE SOVIETS CLEARLY HOPED THE
ISSUE WOULD GO AWAY, THEY NOW APPEAR TO BE DEMONSTRATING
GROWING SENSITIVITY TO THE CHARGES. ASSUMING THAT
WESTERN PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THE ISSUE CONTINUES, OR
GROWS, MOSCOW WILL PROBABLY NOT BE ABLE TO AVOID
RESPONDING FURTHER TO THE ACCUSATIONS IN BOTH PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE FORA, AND WILL PROBABLY FOCUS INCREASINGLY
ON THE THEME THAT THE REPORTS ARE AN "INVENTION" OF

A U.S. ADMINISTRATION TRYING TO UNDERMINE EUROPEAN
INTEREST IN SEEING THE PIPELINE COMPLETED

L IMMERMANN
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SuUBJ: SOVIET USE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS ON CONSTRUCTION
OF YAMAL PIPELINE

REF: (A) OSLO 4107, B) THE HAGUE 5978, (C) MOSCOw 10054

1. —COMNRRDEMFemme— ENTIRE TEXT.

2 WE AGREE WITH REFS A AND B THAT HARD EVIDENCE OF
SOVIET USE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS TO CONSTRUCT THE YAMAL
PIPELINE WILL HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON ALLIED VIEWS OF
U.S. POSITION ON THE ISSUE. HOWEVER, THE DISSEMINATION
OF SUCH EVIDENCE wWOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE ON PUBLIC
OPINION IN ALLIED COUNTRIES IF IT WERE NOT SEEN TO BE
ENTIRELY AN AMERICAN INITIATIVE. WE NOTE REF C THAT
SOVIETS ARE ALREADY PUTTING OUT THE LINE THAT ALLEGATION
IS "A U. S -INVENTION

3. WE THUS SUGGEST THAT, TO THE EXTENT THE U. S.
GOVERNMENT CAN OBTAIN HARD EVIDENCE OF SOVIET USE OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PIPELINE
THAT WE SEEK TO GET THIS INFORMATION UTILIZED BY OTHER
ALLIED GOVERNMENTS, WESTERN MEDIA, AND HUMAN RIGHTS
AGENCIES AS WELL

BENNETT

BT

DECLASSIFIED

NLRRgok-1/a %0773

BY kpm._ NARA DATE4/7 /201

' oM BEHHA—



- NI A L ~
7

R e t Lr)CO/LA. NQ_-
NLRR H'ﬂ ]b-n‘{ W/EXDIS/CODEWORD a2 c{/ -

BY _gm—;NARADATE g = - 16774~ — -
4. USSR: REBUTTAL QF PRISQN LABOR ALLEGATIONS o

Soviet media continue to deny reports that political prisoners are
being used to build the trans-Siberian natural gas pipeline. 1In

an August 18 interview, the Soviet petroleum minister assesrted that
"there is not a single prisconer either at the Siberia-Western Burope .
pipeline, or at any other project of the ministry ...." The follow-
ing day Sovetskaya Rossiya called the charges "ill-smelling anti-
Soviet insinuations.”

INR Comment: We cannot confirm the reports about the use of pris-

. oners, but a Soviet emigre who claims 30 years experience in the

= .Soviet petroleum industry has said that parcled prisoners have been
‘used in the construction of gas compressor stations in parts of the
- ‘USSR suffering severe labor shortagss. The prisoners were paid and
. ,rece;ved reduced sentences. (CONFIDENTIAL)

h‘-

'52“:’MEXICO- ECONOMIC POLICY IN THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD
‘Presxdent Lopez Portillo and President-elect de.la Madrid havo made _
confl1ct1ng statements about the extent to which they will cooperate
on economic policy prior to the inauguration on December 1. Lopez
‘Portillo asserted he would make a2ll the tough decisions that are
needed, allowing de la Madrid to assume power relatively unscarred.
De la Madrid, on the other hand, complained that 'they were not

making decxs;ons.

-:7tINR Comment: Lopez Portillo's slow action on the two réeeﬁt de-

valuations and his failure to implement completely an austerity
-program indicate that de la Madrid's view is probably correct. Now
that Lopez Portillo has taken several steps--notably discussions -

__ with the IMF--he may think that he has fulfilled his commitment to

— make haréd decisions. Even if lLopez Portillo takes action to en-
~ force economic measures and rally political support for them, de -
— la Madrid's initial period in office will be difficult. %
' (SECRET/EXDIS)

6. EL SALVADOR: GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES MAJOR OFFENSIVE

Salvadoran forces, including troops trained by the US and Venezuelas,
- began_a major sweep through the guerrilla stronghold of northern :
San Vlcente department (see map) on August 18.

INR Comment: This. operation involves nearly one-third of the Salva-
doran army under a commander of proven competence. If properly -
executed, the sweep could inflict significant guerrzlla casualties
'and disrupt logistics. (CONFIDENTIAL)

7. " INDIA/PAKISTAN: BILATERAL TALKS

India and Pakistan agreed to gradually improve their bilateral
relations at an August 11-12 meeting in Islamabad, according to
Embassies New Delhi and Islamabad. The meeting dealt with ~hree

draft agreements: — -
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE UNION

OF THE SOCIALIST
SOVIET REPUBLICS

adopted at the

7th Extraordinary Session of
the Prime Soviet of USSR

at the
9th Legislation Period

on 7th October 1977

Crarea 60. OGs3aHHOCTL H AGAO 4eCTH Ka’yXKAOro. cro-
co6HOro K TpyAy rpaxxpanusa CCCP — p06pocoBecTHRI
TPyA B u36paHHO# uM o6AacTH O06NIECTBEHHO MOAE3HOHR
AEATEABHOCTH, COGAIOAGHHE TPYAOBOH ARCIUNAHMHEL YKAO-
HeHHe OT 0GINECTBEHHO MOAE3HOro TPYAa HECOBMECTHMO
C NpHHIMNAME COMHAAMCTHYECKOro obmecTsa.

It is the duty and the honour of every citizen
of the USSR who is able to work to provide
conscientous labour in his common and useful
field of work chosen by him and the observation
of discipline at work.

Any refusal to perform useful labour to the
benefit of the society is not comparable with
the principles of the socialist society.




| "Regarding crimes against humanity,
there is no doubt that politicaf opponents
have beén murdered in Germany before the war
and that many‘of them were detained in
concentration camps under disgracing and
Aﬁorrible conditions. Such policy of horror
has certainly been pursued in a great style

and was in many cases pre-fixed and organized, "

Extracted from a judgement of the
Nuremberg Processes - 1946

= e —a




NATIONAL SLAVES IN THE SOVIET UNION
A JURIDICAL HISTORIC COMMENTARY

by Prof. Michael Wosslensgky, Munich
The usual Soviet formula procialus vehemently:

The Soviet State was born with the word "Peace" on the lips.
Another expression followed soon afterwards: penal scrvitude

‘On 18th January 1918 only two months after the October Revolution

the Commissariat of Justice issued a decree concerning "penal
working groups",

The first concentration camps, houses of correction and penal
labour colonies were established during the Red Terrov in
September 1918. In spring 1919 the 8th Congress of the Party
Assembly formulated the program of the Bolshevist Party
specifying amongst other things the principles of tle
execution of punishment in the Soviet Union: in future

prisons were to be replaced by houses of correction "ip order ,
to subjugate the condamned persons to a producing work useful
to the society".

In the year 1929 Trotzky justified the must of penal servitude
in socialism and advocated the "militarisation of labour" and
the creation of "labour armies",

After Stalin had come to power, instead of the labour armies
the concentration camps became the core of penal servitude.
On March 1928 a decree was issued concerning "penal policy

‘. and the status of penal lpltltutiops” as an extension of

labour colonies.

The decree of 6th November 1929 of the Central Executive
Committee and the Council of the Commissaries of the Soviet
Union defined penal institutions as being houses of correctionm
in remote regions of the Soviet Unions as well as labour
colonies for those people whose punishment did not excezd
three years, .

In the course of the liquidation of the Koulaks as a class,
the stalinien labour camps played a new role. A decree
issued on 7th April 1939 concerning the penal lahour camps
asserted that contrarily to the concentration camps of tge
bourgeois regimes, they were no institutions serving the
purpose to exterminate physically the ennemies of the class.

As this was written three years bhefore the Nazis came to
power and the first extermination camps appeared, the traim
of thoughts of Stalin can be followed easily. Indeed from
1939 the camps in the Soviet Union became real extermination °
camps, The evidence is given by the number of their victims.
Under the command of Kruschev five to six millions of
these victims of the GOULAG were posthumously rehahilited.
But this was only a few of them. The Koulaks for instance
have never been rehabilited, although Kruschey ° confided
to Churchill that the number of Koulaks exterminated in the
Stalinien camps amounted to more than 10 millions - that is
more than in the concentration camps of the Nazis.

At

k3
However the method of exteymination was different. In the
camps of Stalin the prisoners were rarely executed or murdered -
they died rather of exhaustion due to famine and c¢old as wel)
as to the hard work they pfrror-ed.

After the 20th Congress of! the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (Feburary 1956) the execution of punishment in the Soviet
Union was a little humanized. The word "colony" replaced the
word "camp", GOULAG (Administration of the camps of the lome
Office in the Soviet Union) was changed into GOUITU (Adminis-
trative body for penitentiary matters) and the number of
prisoners decreased. It increased again in the course of the
last tem years,

But .the principles of the Soviet execution of punishment
remainded unchanged, The prisoners are exploited to slave
labour, and in the opinion of the Western countries theyv are
still very many. In the Soviet towns there are on an average
as many prisons as in the Occidental towns, but in 1971 only
0,3 & of condemned people were detained in prisons and it is
well known that the Soviet prisons are overcrowded.

. As a result thereé are in the Soviet Union 330 times more

prisoners of other categories. They amount therefore to
several millions.and form a special class of the Soviet
Society: the class of the national slaves,

In the paper I read at the 2nd World Congress for Soviet

and Eastern studies (Garmisch - Partenkirchen, 30.9.-4.10,1980)
1 already mentioned the existence of this lowest class of the
Soviet society.

The constitution of the Soviet Union does not mention it -
with the exception possibly of a vague allusion in its
article 60: "The refusal to accomplish a labour useful to
the society is incompatible with the principles of the
socialist society", i

Other official Soviet sources such as "The Principles of the
Legislation for Correction Labour in the Soviet Union and the
Republics of the Union or the Penal Codes of the Republics of
the Upnion and the Manual "The Soviet Legislation for Correction
Labour" give information abeut the status of theses disfran-
chised people.

Most of them are detained in colomnies for correction labour
and in case of juvenile delinquents in colonies for educational
labour,

Apart from the prisoners included in the categories mentioned
above, there are also the slave labourers who are not consi-
dered as prisoners: the banished who live in exile under the
supervision of the local authorities, are forced to slave

Jabour bhut allowed. to move about freedly within the limits

of the place where they are living in exile, As this caterory

of slave labourers was previously assigned to the construction
of important chemical plants, one calls them in slang “"echemists",
As to the prisoners, in the slang of the camps one calls them
"Zek " (an ahbreviation of the word "zakloutchonny" - prisoner,
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The last category includes finally those who being either
prisoners nor banished are sentenced to penal scrvitude hy
verdict of the court and caryry on working in the same shop as
hefore their judgment. However fhe greatest part of their .
salary is withheld by the state. It is maybe the most impudent
form of slavery in the Soviet Union. A variant of this form is
"the 15 days detention for hooliganism", The people concerned
are to word as unskilled workers of hurden carriers, This last
group of servitude labourers constitutes the psycholegical

and social bridge between the "free" salves of the Soviet
society and the slaves of state,

The labour colonies are subdivided into four different regimes:

I. the general regime 2. the strengthened regime
3. the severe regime ‘4., the special regime.

There are furthermore five groups of colonies for the people
who have commited a crime through want of care or imprudence,
as well as six groups of colonies for people "heing already on
the mend" (these last groups are collecting camps where the
conditions of detention are no more quite so hard). In the
prisons there are two regimes: the general regime and the
severe regime,

I[n the Soviet Union the penal execution is not limited to the
detention. Its main principle.is to exploit as much as possible
the sentenced people., So it was in the GOULAG of Stalin and
80 it is nowadays. But the second principle of the Soviet
execution of punishment was wmodified in the course of years,
Under the commandment of Stalin (from 1939) these principles
were exploitation and extermination., The aim was "expiation
through privations and suffering", As the manual of the Uni-
versity Lomonossov in Moscow in the chapters treating :

The Soviet Legislation for Correction Labour" states it,

4 punishment is unconceivable without expiation, consequently
without suffering and privations.

Nowadays the Soviet legislation allows no more to inflict

. "useless suffering, not indispensable for the aim of the
i punishment", It is of course an uncurrate notion which can be

interpreted in different manners.

In short,.if the camps of Stalin were camps of extemination,
the present colonies are centers of torture, where the main,
method is the intensified exploitation of wanpower.

For prisoners the scheduled time of work is 48 hours a week
against 41 hours for the "free" wage labour in the Soviet Union,
The prisoners have no vacation privilege even if they have heen
sentenced to 15 or 25 years. The only day off is Sunday but also
this day can he declared working day by the administration of
the colonies. The years detention do not count as years of
service and are consequently not considered when the person
retives. If a prisoner bhecomes disahled during the years of
detention, he is not in title to receive disable pension

until he is set free,

Disablement claims of a prisvonerae generally not
accepted. Article 27 oftieprinciples of the legisla-
tion for correction labour" stipulates: "work is
compulsory for all prisoners". Consequently every-
body is bound to work and fulfil the work norms even
disabled of the first group who in civil are in bed-
ridden state and dependent on assistance of others.
They are also expected to work 48 hours and have no
vacation privilege.And either the advanced age or
the qualification of prisoners is taken into consi-
deration by the administration.

Only the regime of the labour colony is of decisive
importance. The principles stipulate expressively that
people detained in colonies with severe regime are

to be assigned to heavy work. But as the Soviet news-
paper "Kasachstanskaja Prawda" mentioned,and this

. applies also to other colonies: "Prisoners are princi-

pally to perform the heaviest work and the work norms
are critical values, We can change nothing about it.
A labour colony is not a sanatorium but a penal esta-
blishment where one works in the sweat of thy brow".

What does labour cost to the state? Almost nothing.

The greatest part of- the wages of those hard workers

is withdrawn:

1. To cover the maintenance charges of the admini-
stration - i.e. guards and supervisors costs.

2. For the food and clothing of prisoners.

As the state has no other expenses in connection

with the existence of the prisoners, the Soviet forced

labourers finance themselves their slavery. All de-

ductions made it remains to the prisoner 10 % of his

wages (25 % for disabled of the first and second

groups ). However even this ridiculous remaining amount

is paid only if the prisoner has not offended the
regime of the colony and fulfilled the work norms.
In case the prisoner has not fulfil these conditions
(what happens quite often) he receives no salary at
all. Furthermore the administration is in title to
assign the prisoner to underpaid jobs such as main-
tenance of the colony and adjoining estates.

In his writing "About the Dialectical and Historical
Materialism" Stalin has characterised amongst other
things the extent of exploitation in different social
orders. The exploitation of soviet prisoners corres-
ponds to the exploitation of slaves in slave-holding
societies described by Stalin, and on the
model of which he probably organized the Soviet labour
camps. .

In connection with correction labour the Soviet legisla
states "a legal relationship hetween the Sgviet state a

é



the sentenced people” and he insists on the fact that
this relationship is not set forth in a contract but
wriginates from a judgment execution and ends on the
dav the prisoner is legally discharged or dies.

In the definition of slave exploitation given by Stalin it is pointed out

that slaves may be sold, tortured or -even killed. This applies to

Soviet prisoners. The German Democratic Republic is the only country
of the Fast Block where it is usual practice to sell prisoners to other
states. On the other hand in the Soviet Union prisoners may be

"leased" to other institutions through the GOUITU. Some colonies

serve as suppliers of labourers. The colony and the business in question
conclude a contract according to which one party has to supply the
labourers while the other binds itself lo organize the labour of prisoners
in production zones specially prepared and is willing to pay the

salary corresponding to the services - this salary being paid of course
to the colony admin istration and not to the prisoner.

Tortures and extermination of prisoners in practice under Stalin have
been described above. Nowadays the Soviet penal execution represents
a permanent torture of the prisoners and we are not speaking of’
abuses commited by some officials but of rulesgrescribed by the Soviet
legislation.

The Soviet law points out that the principal element

nf the colony regime is "the compulsory isolation of

the sentenced people and their permanent surveillance".
The prisoners wear prison uniforms, their mall is sub-
mitted to censor, the parcels sent to them are control-
led. They are not allowed to have money or valuables
with them. Nonobservance is punished and the good seized
for the benefit of the state.

We have here deliberately not described infrigements or
nfficial oppression from the authorities of the colonies.
Our information based only on soviet sources and espe-
cially on the Soviet legislation, The Soviet slave la-
bour is in the practice worse than the theory but the
theory is sufficient to enable to take a grave view of .
the situation. It can also not hide the existence of

the slaves of state in the Soviet Union,

ne can not choose one's neighbours and the social
structure in the pretended real socjalism is as it is.
But this does not mean that the West may confidently
participate to the exploitati«n of the slave labourers
of the Fast., This causes a big political et moral da-
mage ahove all to the West itself.

Sources:

1. "Swod uzakonenij*, Moskwa 131d. Nr. 19, Art. 284
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6. dta. Seite 231
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DER KOMMENTAR

ielleicht bewirkt eine
Mitteilung der Frankfur-
ter Qﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁhﬂﬂ.&:_%a
w%wu ine War-
nung vor den Konsequen-
zen im Biindnis oder vor der

Gefahr, Moskaus Riistung
- stukcn, erreicht hat: ein
ernsthaftes

Gas-Rohren-Geschiifts. Was
in Bonn erst einmal als un-
bewiesen vom Tisch

wischt wurde, hat nun die

A Seiache : e
einer Weisung an ihre glos
kauer Botschaft veranlaft:

nachzupriifen, ob die So-
wjetunion beim Bau _der

Moskau selber hat durch
ein kraB utilitaristisches
Tass-Dementi den Verdacht
noch verstirkt: ,Jeder ver-
niinftige Mensch wird einse-
hen, dafl ein solches Riesen-
projekt die Ausarbeitung
und die Anstrengung durch
eine starke Industrie zwin-
gend macht, die die modern-

Ern;xludmﬂen von
Wissensc. und Technik
zum Einsatz bringt.*

Jeder verniinftige Mensch
weifl, daB dieses System

Uberdenken des.

Beweislast

* ENNO von LOEWENSTERN

Blei- und Goldgruben. Denn
schaufeln konnen sie alle-
mal, bis sie selber einge-
schaufelt werden. Jeder ver-
niinftige Mensch wei} auch,
daB die Geheimpolizei be-
reit steht, nach Bedarf jeder-

zeit neue Arbeitssklaven’

einzufangen. Jeder verniinf-
tige Mensch hat vermerkt,
daB Tass nicht einmal zu
dementieren wagt, ‘'daB8 es
Konzentrationslager und

Hiftlinge fiir Arbeitseinsit- -

ze gibt.

ie . franzisische Regie-
hat viel weltpoliti-

nfug getrieben, aber

sxe besteht darauf, die Men-
schenrechte ernst zu neh-
men. Mit Recht wird von
Beobachtem in Moskau dar-

Kemwaffen bualden!(on-
zentrationslagern. - Wer sie
verweigert, der weifl, war-

sierte Arbeitssklaven seit je- um. Wer die Verweigerung
her bei technisch aufwendi- mnpmltuhalt. wuﬂauch,
gen Vorhaben einsetzte, ehe dn -
%Weiﬂmeerhmluutw- schiift diirfte
nen. hunderttausenden To- nie mehr als derlhn—‘
ten bis zu den sibirischen schenrechte
FAZ 3.8.82
Paris liiBt Berichte iiber wiirtigen Regierung massenweise groSe

Gefangenen-Einsatz priifen
MOSKAU, 8. August (dpa). Westliche
Berichte {iber den Einsatz von Gefan-

Geschiift mit westeuropdischen Firmen
zum Scheitern bringen. Uber den an-
gcbllchenmnntzvoncdangmhn-

te im letzten Monat entmnh die tn

Die "Welt" 9.8.82

Zwangsarbeiter:
Tass spricht von
dreckiger Liige

AFP/DW. Moskau

Informationen iiber den angebli-

in der Sowjetunion flir den Bau der
europilisch-sibirischen Erdgaslei-
tung haben in Moskau erste pole-

wurden da-
zu abgelehnt. Von offiziéser Seite
hie es jedoch, der Bericht der

Menschenrechts-
wonac
uund Polithiftlinge an
dem Pi Bau beschiftigt sind,
habe Unterminierung des Gas-

gungen Menschenrechtsgesell-
schaft zu ermitteln. Die Existenz
ikoh ool mespaben Noch
T

Angaben Regimekritikern
werden dort Hiiftlinge
te*, versicherte ein Dissident ge-
geniiber AFP.

Mehrere Oppositionsgruppen ha-

Mensch wird einsehen, daBl ein solches
Riesenprojekt die Ausarbeitung und die
durch eine starke Indu-

Strntgdanme sowic mehrere zehntau-

send weitere Hiiftlinge anderer Katego- |-

rien beziehungsweise Verbannte im

zwangsweisen Einsatz*, schrieb Vor-
standssprecher

Z;eghr. Tass dazu:




Arau News - Junz 26, 1382

Soviets said using forced labor

F RT, June 25 (AP) — The incamps un suitable to protect them from the
Soviets force about 100,000 persons, at least freezing winter cold. ir supply situation
10,000 of them prison inmates, to heip.build  was SN-.IP the statement said.
the controversial Siberian netural gas The forced labor was made up of about

The Soviet news agency TASS de-

THE TIME MAGAZIN a letter to the Times of London, Novosti
30.8.1982 that pipeline workers have to be highly

. SOVIET UN by the R ol ek e

ION
P-Nm Gas? West Germany's opposition .own..hu

Mitterrand and the %ﬁ rench officiais.are similarly cautious but
meine Zeitung, the association charged have asked their embassies in Moscow to
that the Soviet Union is using up to Egﬁfaﬂﬁh?is
00,000 prisoners to build the pipeline. quite plausil Soviet Union re-
The claim is based on information from lied on prison-camp labor for massive
smuggied letters and from interviews with construction projects in the past, includ-
penhagen-based International Sakharov Sea Canal and the Moscow subway. Dissi-
Committee, which was founded to uphoid gggg.trai
human rights and defend Soviet dissi- released from a Soviet prison in 1976 and
dents, including Physicist and Nobel now lives in England, says that while
Peace Prizewinner Andrei Sakharov, has skilled workers probably are needed to as-
made similar allegations. The committee %EEEE'E
has warned that “conditions in these for such tasks as clearing a way through
campes are such that a large number of the vast forests. Says he: “Guiag labor is an
prisoners will not survive.” integral part of the Soviet economy.” &
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PIPELINE
DRIVE
BY RUSSIA

By NIGEL WADE
in'Moscow

HILE Transetlantic
wrangling intensifies
over Fr:s‘ndent Reagan’s
eff~rts to stop European
fi /s supplying equipment
for the Siberian gas pipe-
line, Soviet efficials repert
progress on early construc-
;ion along the pipeline
route.

Optimistic claims are  wlso
‘being made about the deve!
(ment by Soviet industry of
-megawatt vg:-pumgin. turbia
which So officials s¥y are
the equal of Western equip-
.wment blocked by Amenican
ggmctions.

‘In a move which Bas ted
‘gerigus frictio:‘ wﬁe
fted States and’ Wastern
gurope. Mr Reagan has hr{ed
propean  companies _using
American licences from deliver-
4ng parts for the pipeline
‘because of Soviet involvement
‘l‘ the Polish - crisis.
The Kremlin has publicly
ndertaken to complete the
‘F,Ooomile pipeline ‘as planned.
n the first quarter of 1884. It
is designed to deliver 40,000
million cubic metres of gas to
Western _ Europe  annually,
bringing Russia an estimated
annual income of £4,500 million
pounds.

Ovér-riding priority

The Soviet Government has
given an over-riding prionty io
completing the line on time,
with ™ exclusively Soviet equip-
ment if necessarv.

The Saviet system makes it

ssible for the Government ta
ocus all necessary resources on
achieving this goal, regardless
of the cost m terms of money
or disruption to other industrial
sectors.

More than 200 miles of pipe
was welded into plce by the
beginning of August. according
to Mr Grigory Sudobin. a
Deputy Minister for Oil Industr
Construction. . An average of
four-and-a-half milec of pipe
was being added daily.

Officials say 58 mechanised

. teams are working on thé line

Moscow has vejected speculs-

ma
estern dip{nau in Moscow
say they know of no evidegce
to support this suggestion.

Visits not allowed

But requests by Western
a&i ats and newsmen to visit
the line or factories mak-
ing perts for it bave been

refused.

* repeatedly

A recent Moscow Radio
broadcast said yvoung East
Germans weuld work on the

ject im Western Russih. The
nitial section of the route.
starting near Urengoy in West-
ern Siberia, crosses about 100
miles of permafrost and
miles of marshland

Soviet newspapers describe
convoys of lorries carrving
workers and supplies battling
te get through the “ notorious
Taiiga swamps stretching for
hundreds of miles.”

Planning for the 'most difficult
northern sections has been
finished “much earlier” than
expected. thanks to photography
from outer space, according to
Soviel engineers.

Wwaoman on forced-labour



! The Korea Herald, Seoul, 26.6,82

100,000 people said in forced
- labor for Russ gas pipeline

FRANKFURT "(AP) — The Soviets
| rce about 100,000 persons, at least
1,000 of them prison inmates, to help
| aild the controvm ial Siberian natural
; “nmll:: ‘t: Western Europe, the

s

{ i gqln Rlﬂ%m'%y
{ In a giant gas hard currency deal,

' .gorously opposed by President Rea

[ e Sovleuwpln to complete the .m

ille pipeline next year despite a
'uungton-orderod embargo on

{ merican-designed equipment the

the u;utmcuon sites may new
with fo

:n‘nhn wnnryhd. statement

The forced labor was inade up of about

{ 0,000 persons urvln. prison sentences

. ':;l"crlnu nmhdorm prhoun

»ersons,’ l them any womn ull
slderly people, statement said.

Thuepomuwmuhcudtodotbe

earth moving work. Only whea this

l!ll were Western journalists

allowed in to inspect the comstruction
sities, the statement said.”

Giiteborgs Handels-
pch Sjifarts-Tidning,
2.7.82

' KGB utnyttjar
10' 000 fangar

: for gaslednmg

Frin den Internationella fé nin en for de ma

%a rittigheterng ran am Main kommer
inde rapporter om llur tlotusentals politlska

fingar under svira umbaranden utnyttjas for byg-
gandet av den omtalade och édesdigra gasledningen
Sibirien-Viasteuropa.

Bland ”slavarbetarna” mirks manga kinda mtel-
lektuella som fiangslats for awikande politiska upp-
Fattningar.

Bilden ovan ér hamtad ur ﬁlmen P”En dag i Ivan
Denisovitjs liv”’, och har sdlunda ingenting med den
uppseendevickande rapporten att gora.

Sid. 3

rrancg Saoir, Paris,

6.8.82

«100.000
bagnards
travaillent
augazoduc
sibérien »

‘accusent des dissidents.
Parmi ceux-la, 10.000
prisonniers politiques

Yvon SAMUEL

OUP de théAtre a
propos du fa-
meux gazoduc si-

bérien qui séme

‘la discorde entre I'Eul

et les Etats-Unis : des

zaines de milliers de prl-
sonniers des goulags so-
viétiques y travailleraient
dans des conditions qui

sont dépeintes comme
dramatiques. C'est ce que |
vient de révéler avec de'
nombreux détails L Asso-

ciation Internationale

ne-
ort.
Premiers destinataires de ces

révélations : deux des chefs
000 Suite page 4
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USE OF ELECTRIC SHOCK ON RUSSIAN PEACE MOVEMENT MEMBERS

Well informed sources in Moscow have brought to the attention of
the ISHR im Frankfurt/Main, that artist Sergej Batowrin, age 25, who
is a leading member of the unofficial Russian Peace Maovement was arrest-
ed on August 9, 1982 and forceably confined to the Moscow Psychiatric
Clinic #1154, : . ~

Despite the fact that his wife had official permission to. visit
Sergej Batowrin omr Sumday, August 15, 1982, she was denied permission
and given no reasan. Mrs. Batowrin succeeded in talking to her husband
through & window and was tald by him at that time that he was being
given overdoses of the drug '"neurcleitika'. This critically affected
his bload circulation. He also tald her that he was painfully abused
with electric shack and because of this he momentarily last conscious-
ness. s ~ : : B

The Saoviet Sectet Police, K.G.B., are definitely trying with the
.above-mentiaoned torture methods, to destroy the Russian Peace Movement,
which is im the process of being established. Any peace mavement in the
West is received with enthusiasm, but their own independent peace move-
ment is called an "anti-Saviet campaign'’.

One hundred seventy Soviet citizens have signed the declaratiom of
the unofficial Russian Peace Movement which is concerned with disarmament
of the Saoviet Union. Of the 170, 10 people have been arrested. These
include: Gleg Radsinskij, age Z3, a philalogist, Jelena Wakartschuk, age
36, and Walerij Godjak, age 4Z.

Mrs. Batowri# is urgently appealing to the entire free world peace
maovement to suppart her husband and other leading members of the unof-
ficial peace movement aorganized by the Russian people.
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FORCED LABQR USED TO BUHLD SIBERIAN-EUROPEAN GAS PIPELINE

News has been received from different parts.of the USSR that more and
more often prisoners are being forced to build the Siberian-European
gas pipeline. The taotal labar force used to Quild the gas pipeline
is.cs:ima:ed to be 100,000. Of these at least 10,000 are concentra-
tionm éamp prisoners. The remaining numbers are made up of pecple who
have beern banished to Siberia for religious beliefs or political rea-
sons. ‘Also included are aother palitical prisone?s in conc;:ration
camps and cammom crimimal takenm from jails. Scores of these are wo-
man and elderly pecple. _ i +
Among thaose w&o are forced to build the pipeline are many well-known
people. A few of these include: Semjon Glusman, a psychiatrist wpq
criticized the use of psychiatry for paelittcal persecution i; the Sov-
iet Umniom; Sinowi Krassiwski, a writer; Julius Sasnaukas, a Lithuanian
architect and human rights fighter; Juri Grimm, ancother humar rights
fighter and Wladimir Marmus and Alexander Ussatjuk, both Baotist min-
isters.

OQuring the past two years numercous new forcadlabor camps, called gu-
lags, have come inta existance along the .c:ans:ructn'on line. ln‘ Usctj-
Ischim alone 8 new gulags have been established. More have been es-
tablished aleang Urengoi, Surgut, Tawda, Tjumen, Irbit a&d Lyswa.

No houses or barracks are provided for these laborers. They are com-
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pelled to live in delapidated railrcad cars which probidc ne protec-
tion against winter temperatures of minus 22 to 44 dogrecs fahrenheit
(minus 30 to 40 ¢).

The survival needs of these pecple are nat met. The few stores that
are in the camps are all but empty. The only help the laborers re-
caive is from relatives in other parts of USSR fn the form of vitally
needed food parcals. The I;ss of teeth 3aad other related diseases are
being caused by vitamin deficiencies. '

Since very little machinery if any is used to do the heavy earthmoving,
the prisoners are forced ta do it by hand using wheelbarrows. Acci-
dents are a common Qoccurrenca. Women whose job it is te insulate the

pipes with asbestas and fiberglass are given gloves anly twice a year.

It is typical far them tao have gpen bBlisters and absesses on their

hands that will nat heal due to the asbestas and fiberglass. The
pris&nor; uh; are cnupcl(o¢ ta wark with fibergliass and asbo;tcs are
gravided ne protection, such as masks, Frauﬁkrta:hing'che har&ful ma-=
terials. They are chrramic sufferers aof lung diseases.

industries that supply the pipeline are how s:;f??ng :ﬁcir warkforce
with prisoners and pesple canfined to Siberia lgcations. Evem pa-
ticq:s i psyé&ia:ric hesp{cals are reguired to make wark-clathes,
glaves anc crates. _Prisoners wha are forcsd tx live behind barbed
wire are mardted to wark daily By guards wha use specially trained
guard daogs. '

After the heavy ta}chmavinq preparatiomr far the pipeline is accomplish-
ed by the grispncrs, the free paid labor called "Komsonl-bfigadt“ are
srought im ta complete the actual comstructiam. AC this paint western
cbservers anmd jcurmaliscts are allowed tao visist the construction sice
and witness the constructiam process. The '""Komsaomi-origade'' became

the herses and ng one in the West knows af the countliess prisoners wha

died im the early cgnscruction.
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The West German engineers who work on the project are completely iso-
lated from the entire work force. In one known case, ihe§ are housed
in a hotel in Borowskitown where they are under the watéhful eyes of
the KG8.

A prominent palitical prisoner was quoted as saying, 'When | arrived

.a: the construction site, | was told by the other workers: 'You are
the one the Western press has given so much publicity. You are lucky.
Some day you will travel the the West, but we must stay here. People
live well in the West. Even the unemployed in the West live better
than our engineers. We have obs.rvcd_this by seeing the West German

waorkers who are assigned ta this project.'"
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Statement by
Senator William L. Armstrong

August 17, 1982

Today I am sponsoring a reﬁolution calling upon the State Department
to investigate charges that forced laborers and many political prisoners
are being kepi in some 2,000 camps across the Soviet Union to work on the
trans-Siberian Yamal gas pipeline, and similar projects. The résolution
also calls for investigﬁtion of charges that 500,000 Vietnamese workers
are being forced to relocate,.over the next five years, to the Soviet
Union.

This Senate resolution and the profound qﬁestions it raises is an
appeal to the good conscience of America.

Reports have persisted ov?r the past year in the London Economist,
Wall StréetlJournal and others that workers living‘in'sub-zero\temperatures
and under G;clean, inhumane conditions are and will be providing much of
the unskilleq labor -- land clearing, equipment hovins._etc. -=- needed to
build projects similar to the 3,600-mile, $10-14 billion Siberia-to-west
Germany pipeline. .

Any Western nation considering, or willing to, participatg in such a
Soviet trade' venture should favor a thorough investigation of these unnerving
charge:; If true, they turn short-term economic benefit fronfsuch a deal

into complicity with a pipeline holocaust, and make such nations co-conspirators

in a massive human rights abuse.
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On June 18 the Senate Banking Committee's Subcommittee on International
Finance held special oversight hearings on the proposed trans-Siberian
natural gas pipeline.

The hearings were the first official response by any government body
within the Western alliance to the grave charges that the pipeline is
being buiit with what can only be described as slave labor.

The subcommittee heard three hours of testimony from four witnesses
who are with us this morning: .

#Mikhail Makarenko, who served more than 11 years in Soviet labor
camps, mostly between 1970 and 1978, and who testified on conditions in
the camps today. He presented oral, written and documentary film testimony
that four to 17 million men, women and children -- arrested mostly for
political offenses f; are now engaged in forced labor in the Soviet Union.
Mr. Makarenko testified that between 500,000-600,000 prisoners die every
year in projects like the Yamal pipeline from starvation, severe gbld,
disease and hazardous working conditions. Mr. Makarenko said the nutrition
provided for these "hard labor" prisoners is often lower than half the
amount receivéd b& prisoners in the Nazi death camps of Auschwitz and
Buchenwald.

*Ms. Le Thi Ahn of the Vietnamese Information Bureau and Mr. Doan

Van Toai, author of the Vietnamese Gulag, told the subcommittee that an

estimatéd 500,000 Vietnamese are being sent from so-called "reeducation
camps" in Vietnam to do forced labor in the Soviet Union under agreements
between the Soviet and Vietnamese regimes. Mr. Toai, a former official
of the National Liberation Front, was imprisoned by the North Vietnamese

when he refused to go along with their Stalinist policies after the fall
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of' South Vietnam. Following his release from prison, ﬁe wrote his book
outlining the resﬁlt of an arrangement of sending forced labop t6 the
Soviet Union in payment for Vietnam's war debt to the Soviets. Ms. Anh
presented letters from relatives of Vietnamese now held in Soviet labor
camps. She brings with her today an actual letter from one of the internees,
which she obtained through Vietnamese sources in a third country. According
to Ms. Ahn and Mr. Toai, many of these prisoners are political refugees
-- the tragic "boat people" of Vietnam who were picked up at sea by Soviet
naval and merchant ships and routinely interned in the Soviet Union. We
will have more to say on this subject later this morning.

#Qur last witness, also present here, is Mr. Zdislaw Rurarz, the
former Polish ambassador to Japan. He is an 1nterﬁationally known economist
-- holder of a Ph.D. and two post doctoral degrees from the Central School
for Planning and Statistics in Warsaw. Prior to assuming his ambassadorial

post, he served as economic advisor to the Chief of the Polish Communist

Party, as Poland's permanent representative to the general agreement on

tariff and trade negotiations, and as the economic attache to the Polish
Embassy here.in Washington.

Dr. Rurarz testified as an economist and as a former high Communist
official that the Yamal pipeline must -- like all major construction
projects undertaken in the Soviet Union -- necessarily be built with
conscript labor. Dr. Rurarz cited economic evidence strongly suggesting
that Qithout the additional billions of dollars in hard currency which
the Soviets expect to e#rn from the pipeline deal, the entire Soviet

system -- including its network of concéntration camps -- could be paralyzed.

Since the June 18 hearings a number of significant developments have

20
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ovccurred: Just a few hours after the Senate hearings Presideqt Reagan
announced imposition of his long-considered sanctions against the Yamal
pipcline project. In the weeks following that announcement, a number of
European leaders criticized the Reagan sanctions and announced their
intention to go forward regardless with the pipeline construction and the
7 1/2 percent low interest credits designed to insure its completion.

And two weeks ago, the International Sakharov Committee appealed to French
éndﬂCerman leaders -- according to a UPI wire report -- to investigate

the use of forced labor on the Yamal pipeline. The Committee stated

that a nuﬁber of well-known Soviet dissidents have been arrested and sent
to Siberia for forced labor on the pipeline.

I note with consternation the response of members of the European
Common Market.. It is ironic that the very countries so persecuted and
enslaved in.Horla Wars I and II look the other wa& from similar human
rights abuse aspects of an otherwise lucrative business deal. Surely the
atrocities of the 1930s and '40s will not be forgotten in a moment of
financial teﬁptation.

It is to this mounting evidence of concinuing and widespread disregard
for the Helsinki human rights accords by the Soviet authorities that we
address ourselves today, and I fervently hope that finally, overdue attention
and support will come also from officials of Western European governments.

:I have here a letter, obtained through the assistance of the Vietnamese
Information Bureau, and written by a Vietnamese prisoner now working in
the Soviet Union. To protect the author of this account of a day in the
life of modern Soviet political prisoners from certain reprisal or execution,

we will withhold the name of the individual and the location of the forced
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labor battallion.

will

cost

I would, however, like to read an exerpt of the letter whichil'belleVe
give an accurate picture of what a project like this pipeline will

in human terms in the Soviet Union:

*...It is already two months since I last heard frqm my family in
Vietnam -- I do not know what the future has in store for me in this
place...Here I speak a "pidgin" Russian, because I learn it in the
workplace, moreoever, I am being tightly controlled, all around me

;;; the bo dor, the North Vietnamese soldiers. The unit is composed
mostly of northerners, there are not much contacts. Everything has

to go through the cadres. That's the rule...I am resigned to this
fate for a few years (three to five years)...The pay is very low,

and living conditions in this infamous area are very cruel, very
harsh. I can sﬁmmarize it in one sentence: my life here is several’
times poorer and harsher than in Vietnam. Add to this, homesickness,
cut off from friends..;I take it for granted that h? life is finished...The
life of exiles like you and me, what does the future have in store

for us, and for our country? The more I think about it, the more 1

See it clouded in uncertainty and difficulties...I sure think about
some way to get out of here...I have considered a lot of routes,
running from one place to another...I feel even more that our life

is like that of wandering animals, drifting in sadness, despair and

’ wor}ies,..I am extremely disillusioned by the word socialism!...Can

[H

you spare some money? - Can you send me a few clothes? I tell you
truly, I have just two sets of clothes and two pairs of shoes and
one woolen sweater and one nylon coat and one fur hat. Just that to

get me through winter..."
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I would not ask the press to accept this single.account alone as
evidence of massive human rights abuses. That is why I have asked these
four individuals, each with a unique perspective, to return and join us
here today. I hope that after this meeting you will ask them the kind of
tough questions that the letter we have juat read raises. I also hope
that you will ask the same kind of tough questions of both the Soviet
representatives here in Washington, and also of the representatives of
Lh;m;rench, British, German and Italian governments as well.

Given the evidence thus. far presented and the charges of mass terror

and forced labor, it is the feeling of many here in the Senate that the

Soviets should be prepared to cooperate in a full and complete investigation

by the Red Cross or some other independent international commission.
Western nations, ﬁoo, should be willing -- in fact, an#ious -- to have
these grave allegations thoroughly aired.

That is why I am asking the Senate to direct the State Depértment to
investigate the extent to which forced labor is or will be employed in
construction of the Yamal pipeline, and report back to the Senate within
30 days on preliminary findings, with a final report due January 1, 1983.
My resolution will also reminds federal agencies to abide by existing
U.S. law and treaties respecting importations of goods produced with
slave iabor; I also note that the governments of the U.S.S.R., the United
Kingdém, France, Germany and Italy are parties to the treaties to which I
refer. .

I also have written to President Reagan this morning advising him of
this proposal to be considered by the Senate.

Some months ago we began looking into this question of Soviet forced
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labor camps involved in the Yamal pipeline, which has been called the
largest East-West trade measure in history. Evidence we have encountered
clearly points to a modern day slave trade which rivals in scale, scope,
and suffering the Nazi concentration camps of forty years ago.

There are many today -- both in Europe and in our own country -- Qho
would rather not discuss or even think about the character of the regime
Qilg—which they so earnestly wish to trade.

But I for one feel -- and I'm sure that the representatives of the
Polish, Vietnamese and Russian people, with us in this room right now
would agree -- that we, the free peoples of the West, must consider the
moral consequences of our own actions.

In pressing phe claims of these silent millions'before the court of
world opinion, I believe we can find & worthy moéel in the great American
abolitionist William Loyd Garrison who -- in answer to critics qf his own

outspoken campaign against human enslavement said: "I am in earnest -- I

will not equivocate -- I will not excuse -- I will not retreat a single

inch; and I will be heard."

n



submitted the following resolution; which was SRS

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Senate with respect to human rights violations

in connection with the construction of the trans-Siberian pipeline.

Whereas the Soviet Union is proceeding with its plan to build the
trans-Siberian pipeline, known as the Yamal Pipeline;

Whereas there is Senate testimony that massive use of forced labor
may be used ﬁy the soviet Union to complete its construction;

Whereas there are first-hand dissident reports that there are four
to seventeen million Soviet citizens now being held in some
2,000 work camps in the ;oviet Union and that there are persis-
tent published reports of agreements to deport forcibly up to
a half-million laborers from Vietnam to Soviet Union concentration
camps in direct violation ;f international agreements;

Whereas the Vietnamese Government undér the 1973 Paris Peace Agreements
which were signed by former Secretary of State Rogers and North
.Qietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh guaranteed freedom
of residence and freedom of work;

Whereas there is concern that political prisoners from Poland and

other Soviet satellite countries may also be forced to work

on the Yamal Pipeline;

113}
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Whereas there have been estimates by Soviet dissidents'of enormous
loss of lives of workers forced to do the heavy, dir;y, dangerous
work in Soviet labor campa-under sub-~human conditioﬁs;
Whereas if allegations of forced labor prove to be true, the participation
of the West in furnishing either technology or financing to
make the construction of the pipeline possible is tantamount
to unwitting collaboration by the West in one of the most
—_;assive abuses of human rights in history;
Whereas the United States stands, as it has always stood, in the

forefront of the struggle for freedom and dignity of every human

being: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, it is the sense of the Senate that —-

2 _ (1) ;he Secretary of State should --

3 (A) investigate the extent to which forced labor

4 will be employed and human rights violated in the

5 construction of the trans-Siberian pipeline and to

6 cooperate with other Western nations which also seek

7 to investigate such violations; and

8 (B) report back to the Congress within 30 days

9 with hislptélininary findings and with a final report
fO . by January 1, 1983;

11 . (2) the heads of the appropriate Federal agencies should
12 take the steps necessary to assure that the United States is
13 abiding by existing treaties respectingAthe importation of
14 goods produced with slave labor.
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Letters

'Forced to Work on the Siberian Pipeline

Tothe Editor:
I weicome the United States Gov-

cm'smpohnoppodﬂmtoth
Siberian natural

But there are other, for me far more
" important reasons to demounce the

project: construction of the pipeline

means the destruction of all standards
of morality and humanitarianism.

I spent 15 years of my life in a Soviet
gulag. During that time; I saw many,
many peopie in locations all over the
.| Soviet Union who were being forced to

work as virtual siaves in hard-labor
; it e otthun.dl
my imprisonment, [ was one
can-testify tb the horrible violations of
rights that are occurring daily
in order to construct the pipeline.

And I have received from
various points in the Soviet Union that
more and more sentenced to

wagons that offer no real protection.
from the elements. Winter

tures can be as low as minus 40 de- .

grees Fahrenheit.
who have been

%
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camp. There are millions of lice and
other bugs. The camp does not have
its own water supply, and there is al-
ways a serious shortage. The prison-
ers receive only a bucket of water a
week.

“The food rations are so small as to
barely keep the women from dying of
hunger. The daily workload is im-
mense. There are three shifts, and the
women must also work at night. The
climate is very cruel: terrible storms
and other horrible weather. This is
only a short summary of the condi-
tions under which our daughter must
now live. . .”

By supporting the pipeline, Eurn-

rights and, in effect, abet the virtual
enslavement of many innocent people
for political and economic reasons.

It is my hope that these massive
violations of human rights are widely
exposed. This is a matter of greatest
moral concern; a. matter that must be
acted upon now. The Soviet Union’s
greatest fear is that its action will be
known in the West. YURI BELCY

Frankfurt, July 23, 1982
The writer heads a working commit-
tee for civil rights activists and politi-
cal prisoners in the Soviet Union that
is part of the Internationale Gesell-
schaft fiir Menschenrechte (Interna-
tional Society for Human Rights).
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wese spirns  from the Mideast’s
‘deep. But no one came when he did call for
them.
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iy L1 LAOUENL, 1N DOLh instances, was
t Mr. Reagan was playing poor poker.
no useful hole card against France
and he had no politically
card against Israel. This is
when one calls. On second thought,

of the PLO from Leba-
» may have caught one of
ides in the affairs of men which,
m at the flood, leads on to fortune. I
m to be full of Shakespeare today, but
old Bill was a fellow whose works a presi-
dent could read with profit.
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James J. Kilpatrick is a uationally
syndicated writer whose column from
Washington appears three times weekly.

Slave labor building the pipeline

Sacnz‘r INTELLIGENCE reports

portray an awesome human epic now-

unfolding in Siberia. A long, lonely stream
of slave laborers — tens of thousands of
faceless men, existing on starches and
water — are working from dawn to dusk,
laying the Siberian pipeline.

The reports describe the anonymous
workers as Soviet prisoners sentenced to
forced labor and Vietnamese ‘“‘volunteers’
shipped to Siberia to help pay off Viet-
nam'’s debts. They reportedly are working
under grim conditions for bare subsistance.

Our European allies are supplying vital
equipment for the pipeline construction,
which makes them indirect partners in this
massive crime against human rights.

Of course, the Kremlin doesn’t permit

- the Moscow Evening News to film the

brutal conditions for all the world to see.
So hard proof is lacking to bring formal
charges against the Soviet taskmasters.
But letters from the Vietnamese Jabor-
ers, postmarked in the Soviet Union, have
reached the outside world. Our intelligence
agencies have also put together other jig-

THE STATE DEPARTMENT has been

the most cautious about the
intelligence findings. Its Bureau of Intelli-
gence and Research published a classified
summary a few months ago citing reports -
with no conclusions — that the Soviets are
using slave labor to construct the coptro-
versial pipeline.

-

Jack Anderson

say, is convinced of the terrible truth.
Pentagon intelligence experts also believe
the evidence is compelling.

Intelligence sources told my associate
Lucette Lagnado that the Russians don’t
even hide the fact that Vietnamese “‘volun-
teers” are working in the Soviet Union.
The precise number could be as high as
100,000.

The sources insist, however, that the
youths are not volunteers at all, but are’
sent to Siberia against their will to work in

g
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poorer and harsher
nam.”

l.leteﬂso(dreamlngvulnlyo(waysm

escape and closes with this poignant plea:

“Can you spare some money? Can you
send me a few clothes? I tell you truly, 1
have just two sets of clothes and two pairs
of shoes and one woolen sweater and one
nylon coat and one fur hat. Just that to get
me through the winter.” )

THOSE WERE THE DAYS — Now that -

the fighting in Beirut has died down, au-
thorities are fondly recalling the friendly
arrangement that existed between Israel

and Lebanon before the civil war erupted .

in 1975.

Until then, a top secret CIA document
records, there was an ‘“‘unwritten agree-
ment” between military forces facing each
other on the border fo deliberately fire off-
target when Israeli patrols penetrated
Lebanon to raid PLO nests.

Said the report: “The Lebanese reac-
tion to Israeli patrols (was) normally
limited to two rounds of artillery fire
deliberately intended to miss a target by
‘about 500 meters. If the rounds (came) too
close, the Israelis return(ed) the fire —
also deliberately inaccurate — as a ‘re-
m‘m.l’l . .

According to the report, this agreement
allowed Lebanon to ‘““maintain the political-
ly expedient fiction that it (was) reacting
to the Israeli incursion.”

The arrangement to .avoid a confronta-
tion was worked out during discussions
periodically held at a border village be-
tween Lebanese and Israeli officials.

Jack Anderson is a Washington-based
syndicated columnist.
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Many of the reforms. Musto spol
were structural, such as its proposals
led to enactment of the optional co
government charter law. But the com
sion also has been credited with muc
the clean water legislation now on
books. It has produced more than 2
ports related to county and local gov
ment operations.

The commission, though penniless =
the start of the fiscal year, reorga:
last week. Senate President Carmen
Orechio, D-Essex, was elected chairm
and Doris Dealaman, a Republican f
holder in Somerset County, was re-elec
vice chairman. Samuel A. Alito, execut
director of the Office of Legislative Se
ices, was renamed secretary, a post he |
held since the commission was set up.

Orechio has lined up 18 co-sponsors
a resolution that would provide a supp
mental appropriation to keep the comm
sion going as before. Alito noted only 1
peal of the law that permanent
established the commission could end i
existence. The governor’s veto of its appr

priation ‘‘just means we're a commissi¢ -

without any money,” he said.

THOUGH THERE WAS some jealous
among legislators over the publicity Must
got out of the commission, and thus som
satisfaction over its difficulties, the com
mission’s seem confident tha
Orechio’s resolution will be approved am
that Kean will go along with the new chair
man. Eugene J. Schneider, the commis
sion’s executive director, has been kept on
as a temporary Legislative Services em-
ployein anticipation of a return to business
as usual.

Kean made a number of line-item
vetoes “to bring the budget into balance
and create an adequate surplus.”

He cut $435,000 from the Legislature’s

sides deleting funds for the County anc
Municipal Government Study Commission.
- : mm&mm&
proposed legislative on -
my, Efficiency and Productivity in Govern-
ment and a $35,000 budget item for a com
mission on the proposed sale of state land.

THE IDEA FOR creating a
commission on economy, efficiency, and
productivity and giving it $250,000 to work
with came out of the Legislature’s appro-
priations committee. As a result of Kean's
veto, the proposed commission may be the
first in the history of government that ever

i
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‘SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS Sectlon USA

r.o._lumnomcmum.n-mn.v.ma TEL.(201)341-1441

'NEW YORK AUGUST 27, 1382

USE OF ELECTRIC SHOCK ON RUSSIAN PEACE HOVEMENT MEMBERS

Well informed sources in Moscow have brought to the attentlon of
the ISHR in Frankfurt/Main, that artist Sergej Batowrin, age 25, who
Is a leading member of the unofficial Russian Peace Movement was arrest-
ed on August 3, 1382 and forceab!y confined to the Moscow Psychiatric
Clinfc #1b4. e -

Despite the fact that his wife had official permission to visit
Sergej Batowrin omn Sunday, August 15, 1982, she was denied permission
and given no reason. Mrs. Batowrin succeeded in talking to her husband
through & window and was tald by him at that time that he was being
given averdoses of the drug "neurcleitika''. This critically affected
his bload circulation. He also told her that he was painfully abused
with electric shcch an¢ bccausc of this he momentarily laost canscious-
ness. ; 4 .

TbcvSacht Scctoc ﬁo!ic-, K-G.B.. are definitely trying »tth the
.abaove-mentianed tarture methods, to destroy the Russian Peace Movement,
which is In the process of being established. Any peace movement in the
West is received with enthusiasm, but their own independent peace maove-
ment is ca!le& an ”au:E-chict ca-pafgn" : h

-

One hundreé"seventy Sovfet cftfzens have signed the declaratfon oF
‘the unofficial Russiamw Peace Mavement which is concerned with disarmament
of the Soviet Union. af the 170, 10 people have been arrested. These
include: Gleg Radsinskij, age 23, a philolagist, Jelena Wakartschuk, ag¢
30, and Walerij Godjak, age A4Z.

Mrs. Batowrin is urgently appealing to the entire free world peace
movement to support her husband and other leading members of the unof-
ficial peace movement organized by the Russian people.

-
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

In the last couple of months we have received information
from the Soviet Union, through correspondence and by telephone,
that prisoners, in great numbers, in the construction of the
gas pipelines Siberia-Europe as cheap slave-labor are employed.
Among them champions of human rights, prisoners of conscience,
religious offenders and also women.

As it happened at previous construction projects in the
Soviet Union, conditions at the construction sites of the
gas pipelines Siberia-Europe are inhuman. Bad food, insufficient
clothing and housing, inadequate medical care and work
projection, cruel penalties when norms are not met characterize
the situation.

With their information these slave-laborers want to alert
us and at the same time they call for help.

For this reason the International Society for Human
Rights published on June 23, 1982, a press bulletin and an
open letter to the Federal Chancellor, Schmidt, requesting a
stop of the project based on moral and humanitarian grounds.
The echo was surprising. The International Society for Human
Rights received, almost exclusively, support from the people.
And there is new information and e?idence. Yet, while the
Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs is still trying to verify
our information, the Federal Chancellor hastened to assure
our concerned citizens that this information "is not correct."

The official Soviet news agency TASS went on August 8, 1982,

even further calling our information "dirty lies."



In order to enable every reader to form his or her own
opinion, the International Society for Human Rights presents
this documentation. To the governments of Western Europe
we propose that they create an international commission of
trade unions to examine working conditions in the construction
of the gas pipelines in Siberia. Such an examination ought
to be in the best interest of the Soviet Government too.

We hope that our documentation will contribute to a new
critical evaluation of the natural gas project.

Can we become accessories to the exploitation of slave
laborers?

Forced labor of concentration-camp prisoners was not
only defined and rendered punishable as a crime against
humanity at the trials of war criminals in Nuremberg, but it
is condemned every year as real slavery by the Human Rights
Commission of the United Nations.

We would like to ask all people to show their sympathy
with the victims of human rights violations by sending
packages to the exiled, prisoners, or their relatives.

We will help you in your efforts.
Signed, Dr. Med. Reinhard Gnauck,

Chairman,
Frankfurt/M. 8-16-1982
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NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME . . .

Since its foundation, forced labor has been in existence

in the Soviet Union.

| Lenin saw in forced labor the best means to educate the
"new man." Through forced labor the Party hoped to generate
a collective consciousness in the people. The founders of
the Soviet Union valued people exclusively for their utility
for society. Thus, the working man became a work-tool.

The first forced laborers in the Soviet Union were
intellectuals and Russian Orthodox priests in the Solovetzkij
Islands at the White Sea in 1918.

In later years millions were sent to criminal camps
for various crimes. The indictments were, in the vast
majority of cases, faked in order to generate cheap labor.

During the 30 years of Stalin's rule, hundreds of
factories, canals, streets and even entire cities were built
by the hands of forced laborers. All these were officially
called "Great Constructions of Communism." Among the "Great
Constructions of Communism" are the White Sea-East Sea Canal,
the Hydroelectric Plant of Dnepr, the Baihal-Amur Power Plant
and Railroad, the Moskau Metro, the Volga-Don Canal and
enormous steel plants in the Ural and Kasakhstau.

Until the revelations of Khrushchev in 1956, millions
of forced laborers died in concéntration camps. Yet, while
under Stalin only prisoners were sent to forced-labor camps,

Khrushchev introduced a new form of forced labor. Since 1956,



people can be forced to work on forced-labor project
without having been sentenced by a court for the commission
of a special crime. People are also sent to forced-labor
camps by single administrative orders.

The tragedy of millions of forced laborers consists of
the fact that they are denied basic human rights, that they
must live under inhuman conditions, that they are isolated
from their relatives, that they do not receive enough food,
and that they suffer from totally inadequate medical care.’

The attention should not only focus on political
prisoners but without exception on all forced laborers, for
each person has a right to be treated as a human being.

These conditions not only damage the forced laborers

but also mankind, which is imperiled by the possibility of

getting used to these, terrible facts. And this means a danger

to our civilization.

Signed, Yurij Below

Head of the Working Committee
on the S. U. of the
International Society for
Human Rights

Frankfurt/M., 8-16-1982

gg
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EXCERPT FROM A VERDICT
OF THE NUREMBERG TRIALS 1946

As far as the crime against humanity is concerned,
there is no doubt that political opponents of Germany,
prior to the outbreak of the war, were murdered and that
many of them were held in concentration camps under the
most terrible and gruesome conditions. This politics of
intimidation was for sure carried out and was in many cases

organized and well thought out.



STATE-SLAVES IN THE SOVIET UNION,
A LEGAL AND HISTORICAL COMMENTARY

Prof. Michael Vosslensky, Munich

The usual pathetic Soviet phrase states that the
Soviet State was born with the word "peace" on its lips.
This lip service was quickly followed by another one:

forced labor. Already two months after the October revolution,

a decree on "prison work troops" was drafted and promulgated
by the People's Kommisariat for Justice on January 18, 1918.

In September 1918 the first concentration camps, work
colonies and work homes were created as a part of the Red
Terror. In early 1919, the Bolshevik Party published its
program which, among other items, contained the principles of
criminal law enforcement in the Soviet State. Instead of
prisons, the principles favored correctiﬁe labor facilities
as the normal form of deprivation of liberty with the objective
"to engage the condemned persons in productive work for the
society."

In 1920 Trotsky‘laid the groundwork for the theoretical
justification of forced labor in a socialist society. Trotsky
called for the "militarization of work" and for the formation
of "work armies."

After Stalin's ascendancy to power, concentration camps
became the major places of forced labor. A decree on the
Criminal Politics and the Condition of Prisons of March 1929
created new work colonies in the Soviet Union. Another decree

of the Central Executive Committee of the Council of People's



Commisars of the Soviet Union,on November 6, 1929, listed as
prisons corrective labor camps in densely populated areas

of the Soviet Union, as well as corrective labor Eolonies for
convicted persons up to three years.

In the course of the "liquidation of landlords as a
class," these labor camps received new functions. In a decree
published on April 7, 1930, the Communists claimed that in
contrast to "the capitalist concentration camps," the corrective
labor camps "are not facilities designed to exterminate class
opponents."

Since this was written three years before Hitler's
ascendancy to power, when not a single concentration camp was
in existence in Nazi Germany, this statement is clearly
indicative of Stalin's state of mind at that time. Beginning
with 1930, these camps in fact became extermination camps.
Under Khrushchev between five and six million victims of the
GULAG system were rehabilitated post mortem. Yet these were
only a part of those exterminated by Stalin. In a conversation
with Khrushchev, Stalin claimed that in various camps five
million landlords were murdered. Thus, the number of the
murdered reached over 10 million, which clearly exceeds the
number of those killed in Nazi concentration camps. Though
the method of extermination was different. In Stalin's camps
people were murdered by starvation, hard labor and cold
temperature.

The Soviet prison system was made more human after the
20th Party Congress. The word "camp" was substituted with the

word "colony." GULAG (Main Department of the Ministry of the
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Soviet Union to Administer the Camps) was renamed to GUITU
(Main Department of Organs of Corrective Labor), and the
number of detainees decreased. The number began to increase
again at the beginning of the 1970s.

Yet the principles of criminal law enforcement remained
the same. Prisoners are forced to participate in slave labor.
Their number is still terrifyingly high. In Soviet cities
there are as many prisons as in the West. Yet only 0.3% of
the convicted persons were to be found in city prisons in 1971.
Consequently, the rest of the prisoners must be detained in
labor camps. This way millions of convicted persons are
prisoners in concentration camps. They build a separate class.
of Soviet society: the class of state slaves. In a lecture
at the second World Congress for Soviet and East European
Studies (Garmisch-Partenkirchen) September 30 through October 4,
1580, I previously described the existence of this class of
Soviet society.

The constitution of the Soviet Union devotes not a single
word to them. Yet perhaps Article 60 can be interpreted as
a vague reference to them when it states that: "The refusal
to render socially valuable work is irreconcilable with the
principles of the socialist society."

But other official Soviet sources, such as "The Principles
of the Corrective Labor Legislation of the Soviet Union and
the Union Republics, the Criminal Codes of the Union Republics
of the Soviet Union"and a commentary entitled "The Soviet
Corrective Labor Law," provide an insight into the situation

cf this class of people without legal rights.
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Most of the Soviet forced laborers are in Corrective
Labor Colonies and (juveniles) in Education Labor Colonies.
There are also forced laborers whoAare not considered prisoners.
They live’in exile under the supervision of the local administrative
agencies. They cannot leave the place of their exile and must
work as forced laborers. Otherwise, they are free. Since this
category of forced laborers originally worked in the
construction of chemical facilities, they are called in the
slang of the prisoners "the chemists." 1In Russian they are
called "Seka," which is an ébbreviated form of the word
Saklutschonnyj (the locked-ups).

Finally, there is the last category of those who work as
forced laborers without even being exiled. In most of the
cases, they work in the factories in which they hold jobs.
They are considered as convicts. Their salary is subject to
a specified reduction which is returned to the state. That
is the most shameless form of forced labor. [A comment of
the interpreter: The constitution states that work is the most
sacred right and duky of every citizen. How this sacred right
and duty can be turned into punishment is beyond the comprehension
of a sound-minded person.] A variation of this forced labor
is the "15-day detention" for "Rowdytum." Those convicted for
this particular crime are forced to work as apprentices, etc.
This group of forced laborers build a social and psychological
bridge between the "free" slaves of the Soviet society and
the state slaves.

The Labor Colonies vary according to their regime. There

are four regimes: (1) The general, (2) the enforced, (3) the



strong, and (4) the special regime. In addition, there are
five "community colonies" for persons who committed negligent
crimes and six community colonies for those who "are on the
way of progress." 1In priséns there are two regimes: the
general and the strong. .

Soviet law enforcement is not limited to deprivation of
liberty. The most important principle of Soviet law enforcement
is the maximum exploitation of the forced laborer. So was it
in Stalin's GULAG; so is it today with GUITU. The second
most important principle of Soviet law enforcement has
admittedly changed. Under Stalin (since 1930), it was the
Aannihilation and exploitation of the forced laborer. The
objective was to inflict "suffering and hardship" as a
"punishment." The commentary of the Lomonosov University to
the Soviet Corrective Labor Law states that "without hardship
and suffering, that means without punishment, criminal
penalty is inconceivable."

Although Soviet law forbids "the imposition of unnecessary
and by its objective unjustifiable suffering as a punishment,"
the limits of this prohibition have always been very vague.

In short, Stalin's camps accomplished the annihilation
of the condemned. Today's camps impose tortures on the prisoners.
The main method of torture is the most intensive exploitation.
of workers' abilities. The prisoners are obligated to work
48 hours a week. Non-prisoners work only 41 hours. Prisoners
have no vacation, even if they are sentenced to 15 or 25 years

or prison. They can only rest on Sundays. Yet even on Sundays,
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the camp management can order the prisoners to work. The
years of forced labor do not count as years of employment.
Consequently, these years are not taken into account when
eligibility for retirement is considered. And if a prisoner
becomes invalid (crippled), as a result of the inhuman
treatment in the camp, he has no right to any benefit after
his release.

The disability of prisoners is not recognized at all.
Article 27 of the Corrective Labor Legislation states: "Every
convicted person must work." Pursuant to this provision,
even disabled (crippled and invalid) persons are forced to work.
They also work 48 hours and are not entitled to any vacation.
The age of the prisoner is in no way taken into consideration.
And the management is not obligated to take into account the
qualifications of the prisoners.

Everything depends on the regime of the colony. The
Principles explicitly state that the prisoner must be used at
particularly hard labor in the colonies with special regimes.

But this provision applies equally to other regimes.

The Soviet daily "Khasachstanskaja Pravda" wrote: "In general,

the prisoners do hard iabor. Also the norms that the prisoners

must fulfill are very high. Yet here no changes can be made.

A colony is no vacationing resort. It is a penal facility.

Here one must work and work with the sweat of his own face."
How much does this work cost the Soviet state? Almost

nothing.



The management deducts from the salaries of the hard-working
prisoners: (1) For the salaries and other expenses of the
staff, (2) board and lodging of the prisoner.

There are no further expenses for the state. Consequgntly,
the prisoners themselves finance théir own slavery. After
paying for everything, the prisoners are guaranteed 10% of their
earnings. Even this amount can be denied if the plan was not
fulfilled or the prisoners violated prison regulations. In
both cases, the prisoner receives no salary at all. 1In
addition, the management of the colony can order the prisoners
to take care of the premises and the adjacent land.

Mistreatment and annihilation of prisoners under Stalin
was described above. The Soviet prison system exposes the
prisoners to permanent mistreatment. This mistreatment is
not the result of bureaucratic subjectivism. No, it is demanded
by law. The main requirement of the colony regimes is,
according to Soviet law, "the unconditional isolation of the
convicted person and his permanent supervision." Prisoners
wear prisoner uniforms. They can be searched; their
correspondence is censored and packages are opened. They
cannot carry money or other valuablés.< Violations .of these
restrictions trigger immediate penalties.

According to data released by the World Health Organization,
persons performing physical work need 3100 to 3900 calories
per déy. The so-called "normal" ratio No. 1 in the colony
with strong regime is 2500 calories. Ratio No. 9a (so-called
penal ratio) contains 2100 calories. Ratio 9b (the regime of

reduced food) has 1400 calories on the first day and only 900
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calories on the second day. Thus, a prisoner receives an
average of 1500 calories -- only 30% of the necessary intake
of calories. These numbers attest to the permanent torture
of the prisoners through hunger. It also demonstrates the
hopelessness of their situation. With the hunger ratio No. 1
they cannot fulfill the plan in the long run. As a result,
they will be punished with lower ratios, which in turn reduce
their potential to perform adequately. This way the
prisoners are turned into animals. Under Stalin it was common
knowledge that cannibalism was prevalent in the camps.

A. Martschenko claims in his book "My Testimony" that such
cases are not rare even today.

In this commentary we limited ourselves to official Soviet
sources. Although the reality is more horrifying than the
official presentations are, even these official sources
demonstrate the tragedy of the situation.

A person cannot always cpoose his neighbors and the
structure of the so-called "regl socialism" is as it is. But
this does not mean that the West should participate in the
exploitation of the state slaves in the East. Such a participation
can inflict, above all, political and moral damage on the West

itself.
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EXPLANATION OF DEFINITIONS

Forced laborers in the Soviet Union can be grouped as
the following:

(1) Exiled convicts: Many prisoners must spend additional

time in exile after serving their sentences. Others are sent
directly by the courts into exile without serving any time in
prison prior to that. The convicted persons can move freely
within their place of exile. They cannot leave their place of
exile without the permission of the command center, and they

are locked in for the night. During the day prisoners and their
activities are tightly controlled by the command center.

(2) Prisoners: Convicted persons who are imprisoned
either directly in a camp in which their workplace is located
or who are imprisoned elsewhere and are escorted to a certain
factory or other work facility.

(3a) Conditionally Released Prisoners: This category of

prisoners is not required to live in a camp or colony while

they are taken to perform forced labor. Of course, these
prisoners are supervised by the command center of their workplace.
They are forbidden to leave the area in which they are employed.
As a rule, they work in the spring and summer months. They

are called "chemists." The months they spend on forced labor

are not considered as time spent in prison.

(3b) Persons sent to work on the Building Grounds of the

National Economy without a court decision. These persons are

committed to forced labor pursuant to decisions handed down by

various administrative organs and agencies.
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SELECTED TESTIMONIES FROM THE WEST

Peter Bergmann, age 62, retired, between 1974 and 1977

in criminal camp for attempting to obtain a passport.
Since 7-2-1980 he resides in the Federal Republic of Germany.
Address: Eutiner Strasse 14, 4800 Bielefeld 17.

"I was in the criminal camp JAZ 34/2 in Tjumen. I
heard from many fellow prisoners that there are many more
camps along the gas pipelines. I cannot recall the addresses
of those camps, but I remember that they are in the Tupdra
and the Taiga. The prisoners are brought to the camps
handcuffed, by planes and helicopters. Many work in the
construction of the railroad which is built between Surgut
and the Northern territories and in the construction of the
gas pipelines.

The prisoners do the most dangerous and hard work along
the entire construction site of the pipelines. They clear the
way through the Taiga for the pipelines, build streets and
bridges - also cabins and camp facilities.

In areas where foreign specialists work, no prisoner can
be found. They were transferred to areas where foreigners do
not work. Only conditionally released prisoners and volunteer
Komsomol brigades are employed with foreigners.

Tnese conditionally released prisoners, or "chemists"
as they are called in prisoners' slang, are basically season
workers and will be returned in autumn to their camps.

The months which they spend working as forced laborers
are not counted. Thus, they spend twice as much time in prison

as their verdicts call for.



From our camp prisoners were sent to various towns which
are situated along the gas pipeline route. These towns are:
Surgut, Urepgoj, Salechard and even the peninsula of Jama‘.

On the peninsula there are many camps, mainly with strong
regime.

The conditionally released prisoners live in cabins.
There are two or more persons in a cabin. The cabins are
not equipped with flowing water. Water can only be found in
the towns. The prisoners receive I.D. cards and pay for their
board and lodging. They are permanently supervised by the
commando center and are forbidden to leave the area without
permission. In addition, they must return to their cabins
by 10:00 p.m.

The hard labor and the insufficient food ratios lead to
illnesses and physical deterioration. A prisoner cannot
visit a physician without the permission of the supervisor.

If the prisoner does not fulfill his norm, he will be punished.

Bielefeld, August 1982

" o
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Einar Komp, age 50, computer technician, former political

prisoner (1969-1979).

Address: 64 lag 923 17163 Solua, Sweden.

There are forced laborers employed in the construction of
the gas pipelines of Siberia-Europe. I personally know
about JUS-34/22 (Camp Center Vorkutiuskij Lagerhij Komplex)

and WS 389 (Camp Center Pernsluk Komplex).

I object to the gas business and propose that the governments
of Western Europe must demand that the Soviet Government
explain the use of prisoners in the construction of the gas
pipeline.

Sweden, August 1982
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CAMP JAZ-34/2 IN TJUMEN
Address: 625014, Tjumen Territory, Town Tjumen, utsch. JAZ-34/2
The camp is located about 3 to 5 kilometers to the north of

the township Tjumen or about 8 to 10 kilometers away from

the railroad station. The camp is in existence since 1966.
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Quoting from Page 25 of selected testimonies from the Soviet
Union - written information from Mrs. A.P., resident of
Moscow, July, 1982.

My family, which means my husband, me, and our children,
attempted for a long time to obtain a passport in order to
leave the Soviet Union. Our applications have been rejected
a couple of times with the justification that my uncle is a
Soviet military officer in the North with a special division
in the Hanty-Manssijskij District. Officially my uncle is
an engineer with a "pioneer" unit. Despite this fact, the
government claims that he knows military secrets and for
this reason we couldn't obtain a passport from the Soviet
authorities. At the end of last year my uncles visited us
unexpectedly in Moscow and told us that he was released from
the Army because of disability. During our conversation I
learned the following:

My uncle was émployed as a construction engineer at
various projects. He worked on the peninsula Famal and
also in Perm in the Ural Mountains. The officers and soldiers
were told that with the construction of the gas pipeline
from Siberia to Western Europe the defense of the northern
territories of the Soviet Union should be strengthened.

They explained that the influx of manpower will inhabit the
densly populated Siberian territories and secondly the pipeline
will help to supply army units in the North with gas and oil.

They also said that the Soviet Union, by convincing Western

d)



Europe to finance and build the pipeline, outsmarted them
and in this way the Soviet Union wouldn't have to divert
manpower and other financial resources to the construction
of the gas pipeline in Siberia. They also said that Soviet
prisoners will be sent to help to build the pipeline, thus
further reducing the costs for the Soviet Union. My uncle
was surprised by the stupidity of Western politicians who
willingly help the Soviet Union to strengthen its military
forces by supplying modern technology and strategic materials
to the Soviet Union. He also claimed that these deliveries
help the Defense Ministry of the Soviet Union to save money
and use these resources in other areas. My uncle also
claimed that along the entire pipeline the Soviets are
building smaller pipelines which shall lead to different
military facilities. He also said that the natural gas
will help to light these facilities. I am sure that with
releasing this information I won'd damage my uncle because
he is very ill. His illness resulted from heavy exposure
to nuclear radiation and he is about to die. His situaiton
is not unique. There are hundreds of people who were

exposed to radiation.



Page 26 - Information related on the phone by Mr. P. S. from
Moscow, July, 1982.

"Because of my criticism of the Regime, I was kicked out
of the institute for mine construction. Because of this, no
one wanted to employ me. When I was called by the K.G.B.,
they explained to me that I could voluntarily go to the
construction of the natural gas pipeline before they would
send me forcibly to the same place. They also said that I
had the chance as a volunteer to go and work there. So I
went to Tjumen where I received an order to go to Urengoj.

In Urengoj, which is a small, dirty city with primitive cabins
and buildings, I worked for a year. I had to share a small
room with three other workers. Immediately on the first

day I was told that at the construction site there are
prisoners employed and I am forbidden to talk to them or

to tell anything about them. If I refused to obey these
restrictions, they would send me to prison, too. For 11
months, I was able to observe how deadly and unjustly those
prisoners and exiled convicts were treated. They were
supervised by volunteers who didn't do hard labor. At
particularly or especially dangerous works these prisoners
were employed with the justification that if they worked
hard, they would be released sooner. During these 11 months,
I wintnessed numerous accidents with deadly outcome which

was engendered by gas explosions and gas poisoning. In the

summer the concrete was delivered in open trucks, and it
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became so hard during the journey that the prisoners had to
break it up with their naked hands, which became bloody in
the process. Also, the heavy equipments which were delivered
from abroad were handled by these prisoners. We had numerous
accidents while trying out these new equipments, particularly
because no one could read and understand the instructions.
So in this way a lot of prisoners got injured, or even died.
I tried on numerous occasions to launch a complaint with the
Union, but the answer I received was, and I quote - "You
shouldn't feel sorry for those. They should have been killed
long ago anyway. They must be happy that they received an
opportunity to better themselves." The prison camp is not
located in Urengoj, but 2 kilometers further in the Taiga
so that the inhabitants of the city are not aware of the
existence of this Camp. I had the chance to talk to soldiers
who served in this Camp, and I learned from them that there
is a high mortality rate among the prisoners. 1In addition,
they also told me about suicide cases - not only among the
prisoners, but also among the young soldiers who could not
tolerate the misery of the prisoners and shot themselves.

The most terrible was the view of female prisoners who
had to perform the same kinds of jobs men did. They were
absolutely dirty, and they did not have a chance to change

their clothing or to wash themselves. In wintertime the



guards had winter clothing and they had a chance to warm
their hands at an open fire while the prisoners had to work
in their summer clothing and did not have a chance to warm

themselves up.
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This Translation is the Third Testimony on Page 28 of the
German Text. It is also from information relayed on the
phone by Mr. I.P. from Tjumen, June, 1982.

The testimony is as follows:

"On June 15, 1982, Mr. I.P. called an acquaintance in the
West and told him the following:

Already in the Camp I heard that prisoners have a chance
to work in the construction of the gas pipeline for Europe.
Based on the very hard working conditions in the Camp, many
prisoners are willing to volunteer to go to work on the
pipeline because they consider themselves to be more free
than being locked up in the Camp. I also volunteered, with
about 50 others, to go to Tjumen where we were locked up in
a temporary prison where we stayed for 10 days until the
militia and M.W.D. determined where we would be working. I,
myself, came with a couple of others to Special Work Place
No. 7 which is located near Kirpitshnyj, a small village in
the neighborhood of Tjumen. We were ordered to follow the
orders of the local officer at this Special Work Site. We
were staying in a railroad car. There was only a place for
4 men. Although we had electricity, we had no flowing water.
Others were housed in cabins which were left from Stalin's
time. More were in quickly built homes - usually two-story
buildings without any comfort. These places do not have
names; they are simply called "Special Work Site Number So-

and-So" with reference to the camp management of the



26

territory in question. Those prisoners who are sent to these
work sites must start to work immediately. Among the prisoners
there are also political prisoners and prisoners of conscience.
The work is mostly physical. We had to insulate the pipes,

had to move those pipes from one site to another, dig

manually the holes in which these pipes were sunk, and we

also had to assist with the setting up of electricity and
telephone cables in various areas. In these work sites

where we had to struggle to overcome the adverse effects of
permanent frost - we had to blow up, occasionally, the earth.
We were guarded by soldiers and dogs. Mobil camps and the
prisoners are moved with the progress of the works along

the entire pipeline. The food is bad. There was no medical
attention in the cabins or the railroad cars. It is bitter
cold. Discipline is very cruel and it is given frequently.

To my knowledge, currently there are 14 criminal camps
belonging to the camp complex Tjumenlag: Nishnaja Tawda,
Ussetsk, Jalutorowsk, Sawodoukowsk Ipim, Maiitza, two camps

in Tobolsk and two camps in Tjumen itself.

All the heavy labor which I mentioned before, will be
carried out not only by men but also by women and children
(who come from various correction facilities). Currently
I would say there are over 100,000 forced laborers who

work on the construction of the gas piepline to Europe."
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Nene ZurcheR Zeitung 15/16 August 1982

"GAS FROM THE ARCHIPEL GULAG"

Rarely has a dementi been so obviously false as the
latest denial issued by the Soviet news agency TASS over
the publication of information by the International Society
for Human Rights regarding the use of slave-labor in the
construction of the gas pipeline from Northern Siberia to
Western Europe. In addition, the French press was essential
to shed more light on this aspect of the shabby natural gas
deal. The prominent Soviet expert, Michael Vosleusky, who
himself was employed at the Kreml, gave an interview to "Die
Welt". In this interview he called attention to "the
unsettling facts regarding the use of Soviet concentration
camp prisoners in the construction of the gas pipeline." He
sees in these reports an unmistakable sign of the KGB's intent
to have the hard labor carried out by prisoners.

TASS called the information, especially the story that
appeared in "France-Soir", a "dirty forgery." 1In addition,
TASS accused members of the Frankfurt-based International
Society for Human Rights of having been participants in Hitler's
attack on Russia. Whether the Soviets displayed the same
degree of diligence in investigating the past of these politicians
with whom they are doing the pipeline business is not known.
At any rate, TASS suspects Washington to be the real source
of the information. As far as we could ascertain, the TASS

denial was solely addressed to the West. PRAVDA and IZVESTIJA,
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the two government dailies, did not print the denial. Were they
afraid of making the Soviet citizens aware of the information?
Moreover, Tass did not deny the existence of concentration camps
and political prisoners in the Soviet Union. The denial from
Moscow was limited to the remark that the construction of the
pipeline requires highly qualified personnel and the most modern
techniques which render the use of slave-labor impossible.

The pipeline between Urengoj and Ushgorod is, in fact, a huge
undertaking. According to Soviet sources, the pipeline will be
3650 kilometers long, from which 150 kilometers will run through
the frosty Tundra, 700 kilometers through muddy area, 545 kilometers
through the rocky mountains of the Ural and the Carpathians.

In addition, builders of the pipeline will have to overcome
500 rivers and at least that many roads and railroad tracks.

According to plans, the construction will require the moving
of 500 million cubic meters of earth. The builders will have
to lay, in every 100 kilometers, one million tons of steel
pipes. _This all will require an enormous commitment of labor
force which is a rarity in the Soviet Union.

In the Soviet press there is frequent criticism regarding the
lack of adequate working conditions and insufficient technology.

The charges that in the construction of the gas pipeline
slave laborers are employed were substantiated by eye witnesses

and other information. No one should think, or believe that



in light of Helsinki, human rights, or because of protests in
the West, Moscow will reduce or give up readily available

and cheap labor in construction of the pipeline.



WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS?

The International Society for Human Rights is a
humanitarian organization, a free initiative of citizens which
supports those people who in their respective countries
engage in activities designed to fulfill human rights.

In this respect we are not only concerned with political
prisoners but also reunification of families and so forth.

An additional responsibility of the society is to facilitate
international tolerance and understanding. The society
represents the view that only the guaranty of human right
will ensure peace in the long run. We attempt, through
personal engagement and example, to motivate our fellow
citizens to take a stand regarding human rights. Our

motto is: Don't wait for the government, act by yourself.

The International Society for Human Rights was established
as a free citizens' initiative in 1972. Currently, the society
has 2000 members and 20,000 supporters and assistants. The
honorary Presidium includes prominent personalities, like
Ludwig Martin, Chairman of the German Section of the
International Commission of Jurists, and the Nobel Peace
Prize winner, Prof. Andrei Sacharov from the Soviet Union.

They are honorary chairmen of the International Society for
Human Rights. Additional members are: Prof. Dr. Hans Urs
von Balthasar, Switzerland; Dr. Josef Stimpfle, bishop of
Augsburg; Vladimir Bukovski, England; Constantin Freiherr

von Heeremann; Eric von Kuehuelt-Leddhiu, Prof. Dr. Martin



Kriele, Prof. Dr. Felix Ermacora, Austria; Prof. Vladislaw
Bartoszewski, Poland, among others. The chairman of the
society is Dr. Med. Reinhard Gnauck, a physician from
Wiesbaden.

Federal President Prof. Carstel§s wrote the following
to the 10th anniversary of our foundation (April 1982):

"The International Society for Human Rights Inc. has
contributed to assisting people throughout the world. It
supports people, who in their respective countries stand
for the free exercise of basic human rights. It cares for
political prisoners and makes us aware of violations of human
rights. It calls upon citizens to become actively involved
in defending and maintaining human rights.

"For these, the International Society for Human Rights
Inc. deserves acknowlédgement and support. I would like to
encourage you: Go forth in your engagement to guarantee,

defend and maintain (preserve) human rights."
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We Make Ourselves Accessories:

Natural Gas from the Archipel Gulag

From various parts of the Soviet Union we receive news
regarding the use of forced-laborers in the construction of the
gas pipeline of Siberia - Western Europe. Their numbers are
estimated to be at least 100,000.

They were convicted on political grounds, or because of
their religious belief, or of other criminal offenses to many
years of deprivation of liberty. Among them are women, older
people and even juveniles.

Along the construction site, many camps have been constructed
in the last two years. There are 8 camps in Ustﬁ—Ishim alone.
Other camps are located in Urewngoj, Surgut, Tavda, Tjumen,
Irbit and Lisva. Many of the prisoners do not have permanent
places of abode. They are housed in cabins or railroad cars
which do not provide any shelter during the cold winter months.

The care of the prisoners is extremely insufficient.
Storehouses are almost empty. In this situation, only packages
from relatives and friends can provide for some relief. 1In
particular, the lack of vitamins results in various illnesses.

At the construction sites prisoners are ordered to do the
hardest work. On the frosty earth there is almost no equipment.
Huge weights and even monstrous pipes must be carried by man.

Accidents occur on a daily basis.



Women who cover the pipes with asbestos and fiberglass
are suffering from various skin problems, among other things.
They often work with bleeding hands, for prisoners receive
protective gloves only twice a year. Lung diseases are the
rule with prisoners because they are permanently exposed to
the adverse effects of asbestos and fiberglass.

The prisoners are escorted every day by armed guards
and bloodhounds.

Only after these prisoners are finished with their hard
labor are Western journalists allowed to visit the construction

sites.

Inhumane prison conditions turned a 53-year-o0ld man,
for example, into his own shadow. His name is Jakow
Skornjakow. He is an active Christian and for this reason
he was sentenced to 5 years of strong labor. He is expected

home in Dshambul by his wife and 9 children.
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