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MEMORANDUM · 

TO: s/s Clayton E. · McManaway··~ : 

THROUGH: EUR Richard R. Burt, Designa~e __ __ _ 
• • - • • h • •• - •• .,- ·• • 

.FROM: ·· ·s·.: EUR/ SOV'·<:t:•Th~;~~;,;;~.: Sim·~;:~~.--J;-~- --~ .. 
. --· : -

SUBJECT: Guidance on Siberian. Pipe.line •Labor.:.:~--;----- ~ ·· ·· :'=/:;£,::._ 

... ~:~~~~:<'~_·:~-~~~-:~:·~~f~~:~fr.:~~~~~ --~·~;=~~:~.~-~--.-~~:-<~: .~~·~ ,._ -.--. ·;:~~~-- . 
The,. fol.lowing :talking:-po"ints ._ may· be ··useful· when seeking 

~· NSC agreement to·" some · changes in the press guidance which they -
have proposed on the use of prison labor on the Siberian ---~;;,-· 
Pipeline . ... .. _.. . ·,.-... ::- ·.· .=,. ••• • • ,, :.·~.£::".::--.. ·~ ·· ·-~.-:·.~--~:_ . . • .. ---- -

-~- ··~?.t~ ... ~.·.-:.. . --: ·.-.:.; .. ___ .·"'•:--.·· :-:- : _:· -~-:-- . ----~:t-:::_~ .. · . :-- ___ . . . 
o We must be careful not to overstate our concern about 

the use of Sovi·et prisoners or Vietnamese \.:,'orkers on the · 
Siberian pipeline • . 

o - We do not warit to be in the position of •• inventing" 
· more objections to toe pipeline, especially ones that may~ 
prove difficult to substantiate. ·To the extent that we take 
the lead on this ·we may dampen the interest of the Europeans 
who are pursuing the i ·ssue on · their own. 

( . o The use of such labor is not necessarily an abuse of 
I ~uman rights. . 

I 
o Even in the United ·states we use prison labor on 

, government projects, and it would be hard for us to condemn · 

L this practice • 

• r • . • o ·. ~e information on Vietnamese labor is not conclusive 
and has not indicated - that the labor is on the Siberian 
pipeline. a • There · are some reports that the labor program is 
p op ula+ in Vietnam and that the workers receive wages and 
.benefits comparable to those received by Soviet laborers. We 

-f are not in a position to condemn .this form of 
') ' intergovernmental labor cooperatiop until we have more facts. 
-_. -irnere-t·ore we shoula-not at this time connect directly the 

issue of Vietnamese labor with. the Siberian pipeline. 

o . we suggest that the press guidance proposed by the NSC 
be amended to take these factors into account (see attached 
guidance). 

.-.­...,r-- . 
~ !· -- -



A Typical Press Guidance Clearance Story 

Act One. The President decides to oppose the Soviet­
European gas pipeline. Certain Senators ·subsequently 
try to reinforce this stand by raising the question of 
whether Vietnamese contract labors and forced labor are 
being used on the pipeline. 

Act Two, August 11. EUR produces press guidance under­
mining the seriousness of this concern and it is cleared 
through State: 

(Old State Guidance) 

PRESS GUIDANCE August 11, 1982 

Labor on Siberian Pipeline 

Q :_ Do you have any comment on reports that the 
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to 
build the Siberian pipeline? 

A: We have heard rumors to.this effect, but have 

not substantiated them. We are looking into the 

question. It should be noted that as a matter of 

standard procedure, the Soviets use prisoners 

from labor camps on _many projects involving large 

amounts of manual · labor. 

Q: What about Vietnamese laborers on pipeline? 

A: · We've seen reports on this as well, but cannot 

confirm them. 

Drafted:EUR/SOV:RHarms 
8/11/82 x29369 

Cleared: 
EUR/SOV:KYalowitz 
EUR/SOV: RECombs' 
EUR:JDScanlan 
HA:HSimon 
EA/VLK:JHalsted 
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Act Three, August 13. The NSC sends to State new, tougher 
press guidance saying that it "should be used in place of 
earlier State-proposed press guidance: 

August 13, 1982 

Labor on Siberian Pipeline 

Q: Do you have any comment on reports that the 
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to 
bui·ld the Siberian pipeline? 

A: We are aware of these reports and are actively 

looking into this question. The Soviets do use 

prisoners from Gulag camps as forced labor on 

priority projects, and we are therefore deeply con­

cerned that these reports are plausible. There 

have also been reports that thousands of Vietnamese 

are being brought to the Soviet Union to work, under 

condition~ which warrant close international scrutiny. 

The use of such labor, whether on the pipeline or 

elsewhere, represents a serious abuse of human rights 

that should not be ignored. 

Act Four, August 16. EUR sends a memo to the other bureaus 
in State for clearance demanding that State fight the NSC 
and restore the original press guidance. HA refuses to clear 
and drafts a dissenting position suggesting that the NSC 
guidance be used with a change in the last sentence to meet 
a valid point raised by EUR - that not all use of prison 
labor is a human rights violation. The HA draft guidance 
follows: 
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August 13, 1982 

Labor on Siberian Pipeline 

Q: Do you have any conunent on reports that the Soviet 
Union is using political prisoners to build the 
Siberian pipeline? 

A: We are aware of these reports and are actively 

looking into this question. The Soviets do use 

prisoners from Gulag camps as forced labor on priority 

projects, and we are therefore deeply concerned that 

these reports are plausible. There have also been 

reports that :thousands of Vietnamese are being brought 

fo the Soviet Union to work, under conditions which 

warrant close international scrutiny. We are seriously 

concerned about the potential for inhumanity in the 

use of this kind of labor in such conditions, whether 

on the pipeline or elsewhere. 

Act Five, August 17. EUR brings up the following press 
guidance, claiming that it is the same as the NSC guidance 
with HA's suggested change, and that HA had therefore al­
ready cleared it. HA again refuses to clear. 

Labor on Siberian Pipeline 

_Q: Do you have any conunent on reports that the 
Soviet Union is using political prisoners to 
build the Siberian pipeline? 

A: We are aware of these reports and are actively 

looking into this question. The Soviets do use 

prisoners from Gulag camps as forced labor on 

priority projects, and it is possible that some 

are being used on the pipeline. We are concerned 

about the potential for inhumanity in the use of 
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EUR argued for its position with the following 
revision of its earlier memo. (see attached memo). 

Attachment: 
As Stated. 
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1. l60NF IBEII , 19 """ ENT I RE TEXT) . 

2. TA SS POLITICAL OBSERVE R V. SEROV IN SOVET SKAYA ROSSI YA 
(AUGUST 19) DEN I ED CHARGE S AP PEAR I NG IN THE 1/E STERN 

PRESS THAT THE SOV IETS ARE USING PRI SON LABOR TO BUILD 
THE SIBERI AN-1/ESTERN EUR OPE PIPEL I NE . TH E DENIAL 
CAME IN THE FORM OF A REBUTT AL OF A STATEMENT ALLEG ED LY 
MADE BY GERMAN CDU FOREIGN POLI CY SPOKESMAN AL DIS 

MERTES TO THE EFFECT THAT A HUNDRED THOUSAND PRISONERS 
AR E \/ORK I NG ON THE PI PEL I NE. 

3. SAYING THAT " THE SOVIET SIDE HAS ALREAD Y VER Y 
EXPLICITLY STATE D THAT NOT ONE PR ISONER IS WORK I NG 
ON THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF THE PIPELINE, " SEROV GOES ON 
TO IMPUGN "THE MURKY SOURCES " OF SUCH " ANTI-SOVIET 
FABRICATIONS" AN D TO CAST DOUBT ON MERTES ' MOTIVE S 
FOR SPREADING THE ST OR Y. ACC ORDING TO THE TASS 
OBSERVER, MERTES SEIZE D THE CANARD HOISTED BY THE 
FRANKFURT - ON - THE MAIN SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RI GHT S, 

1/HI CH , IT IS ALLEGE D, IS AN " AFFILIATE OF NTS" - A 
" DOOBLE - DYED ANTI-SOVIET ORGANIZATI ON" HAVING TIE S 
TO THE " CI A ANO OTHER WESTERN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIE S.• 
AS FOR MERTES HI MSELF , SEROV ALLEGES THAT HE HAS HAO 
A LONG CAREER IN ANTI-SOVIETISM, HAVING BEEN EXPELLED 
FROM THE USSR IN 1966 FOR ENGAGING IN " ILLEGAL 
ACTIVITY -- IN PARTICULAR, IN ANTI - SOVIET PROPAGANDA" 
I/HILE 1/0RKING IN THE FRG EMBASSY . 

4. IN AN AUGUST 18 CALL BY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR AT MFA 
USA O IV IS I ON, COUN SEL OR MYSHK OV MENT I ONE O TH E ARMSTR ONG 
AME NDMENT AS AN EXAMPL E OF WESTERN EFF ORT S TO 

" PRE SS URE " THE SOV I ET UN ION. MYSHKOV I/AS LOIi KEY, 
BUT ATTACKED THE AM ENDMENT AS BEI NG BASED ON " FALi[ " 
REPORT S THAT SOVIET PR ISONERS I/ERE BE I NG USED TO BU ILD 
THE GAS PIPEL INE . 

5. CO MMENT: I/HI LE THE SOV I ETS CLEARL Y HOPED THE 
I SSUE 1/0ULD GO Al/AV , THEY NOii APPEAR TO BE DEMONSTRATING 
GROIIING SENSITIVITY TO THE CHARGES . ASSUMING TH AT 
WESTERN PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THE I SSUE CONT INUE S, OR 
GROIIS, MOSCO\/ I/ILL PROBABL Y NOT BE ABLE TO AVOID 
RE SPONDING FURTHER TO THE ACCUSATI ONS IN BOTH PUBLIC 
AND PR I VATE FORA, AND Ill LL PR OB AB LY FOCUS I NCREAS I NGL Y 
ON THE THEME THAT TH E REPORTS ARE AN " INVENTION" OF 
A U.S . ADMI NI STRATION TRYING TO UNDERMINE EUROPEAN 
INTEREST IN SEEING THE PI PELINE COMPLETED . 
ZIMMERMANN 
BT 
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IN FO NA TO COLLECTIVE 
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E. 0 . 12356 : DECL : OADR 
TAGS: PE P R, EC ON, UR, US , NATO 
SUBJ: SOVIET USE QF P OLITICAL PRISONERS ON CONSTRUCTION 
OF YAMA L PIPELINE 
REF : (A) OSLO 4107 , 

!. CO~IFI B EPHii!ie 

(8 ) THE HA G U E 5 9 7 8 , 

ENTIRE TEXT . 

(C) MOSCOW 10054 

2. WE AGREE WITH REFS A AND B THAT HARD EVIDENCE OF 
SOVIET USE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS TO CONSTRUCT THE YAMAL 
PIPELINE WILL HAVE A P OSI T IVE IMPACT ON ALLIED VIE WS OF 
U.S. POSITION ON THE ISSUE. HOWEVER , THE DISSE MIN AT ION 
OF SUCH EVIDENCE WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE ON PUBLIC 
OPINION IN ALLIED COUNTRIES IF IT WERE NOT SEEN TO BE 
ENTIRELY AN AMERICAN INITIATIVE . WE NOTE REF C TH AT 
SOV IETS AR E ALREADY PUTTING OUT THE LINE THAT ALLEGATIO ~ 
IS "AU. S . -INVENTION. 

3 . WE THUS SUGGEST THAT , TO THE EXTENT THE U. S . 
GOVERNMENT CAN OBTAIN HARD EVIDENCE OF SOVIET USE OF 
POLITICAL PRIS ONERS I N THE CONST RU CTION OF THE PIPELINE , 
THAT WE SEEK TO GET THIS INF ORMATION UTILIZED BY OTHER 
AL L I ED GOVERNMENTS , WESTERN ME DI A, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
AGENCIES AS WELL. 
BENNETT 
BT 
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--~~BVtjAL NARADATE 4/, IJp\\ - 2 - !OT?~ - ---
4. USSR: R~ar:rr,:u. or 'e'R!.SQN. L~BOR lu..LEGAT!ONS 

- -=- Soviet- media continue to deny reports that political prisoners are 
being used to build th~ trans-Siberian natural g&rs pip•line. ln 
an August 18 interview, the Sovi&t petroleum minister a.sserted that 
•there is not a single prisoner either at tho Siberia-W&stern -Europe 
pipeline, or at any other ·project of the ministry••••• The follow-

. ing day Sovetskaya Rossiya called the charges •111-smelling · anti­
Soviet insinuations." 

. . 

INR Comment: We cannot confirm the reports about the uae of pria­
. oners, but a Soviet -emigre who ~laims 30 y~~ra ierxperienc::e- in the-

·. -~ :Soviet- petroleum indus.t.ry has said that paroled. p~isoners . have been 
··· :·-.:' ·us·ecf1-n .. the construction of gas compressor st~t.iQn'a- in pa..r-ta of tbe 

··::~ -~·;-··:oSSR suffering severe labor shortages. The pr.iaone-r~_· war& paid and 
~~- _ ,.receiv_ed reduced sentences. (CONFIDENTIAL} · 

-~ :::::-~ .. : . d. ~~-=-: ... ~ 
5. ~~ MEXICO: ECONOMIC POLICY IN THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 

-.~~~:-:~~~;· .. ·· ~ . . . 
. · ~ ·Pres.ident ::Lopez Portillo and President-elect·· de . la -Madrid have ·made 

conflicting statements about the extent to which they will cooperate 
:on e~o-nanic pol:i..cy prior to the inaug_uration -on .December 1. Lopez 

-· · t>ort1l1.o asserted he would make all the toogh decisions ·that are · 
needed, allowing de la Kadrid to assum• po~:- ,r•latively .un-searred. 
De la Madrid; on the other hand, complained that •they• were not 

. _ :m~kf:n--9 dec_!.~io~s~ . .· 

··-=---·-.. INR Comment: Lopez .Portillo' s slow action on the two recent de-
. valuations and his failure to implement completely an austerity · 

-- ~- •- .program indicate that de la Madrid's view is pro.t?ably corn.ct.- Now 
. . . tha-t Lopez Portillo has taken sever~l s-tep9--n0tably di&cussiona 

-.-· · ___ .with the IMF--he · 1nay th.ink that he has fulfilled his commitment to ____ . 
·. · _ ·.make __ .hard decisions. · Even if Lopez Portillc .tak6s ·act.ion to en-: _ _ _ : 

- force ~conomic me~sures and rally political support for them, d& 
- la 

0

Medridts initial pe"C"iod in office w.ill .be dif-ficult .. 
(SECRET/EXDiS) . 

6. EL SALVADOR: GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES MAJOR OFFENSIVE 

~ Salvadoran forces, including troops trained .by the us and Vene:uela, 
began .. a major sweep through the guerrilla ~trono-hold of northern 
sa1:1 .Vic·ente depar-tment (see map) on August 18. ~ 

INR Comment!· This. operation involves nearly one-third of the Salva­
doran army under a commander of proven competenee. If properly ·· ·· 
.executed, the sweep could inflict significant guerrilla ·casualties 

-- :and - disrupt log i~"tics. ( CONFIDENTIAL) .. . 

7. ·-. _INDIA/PAKISTAN: BILATERAL TALKS 

lndia and Pakistan agreed to gradually improve their bilateral 
relations at . an August 11-12 meeting in Islamabad, according to 
Embassies Ne~ Delhi and Islamabad. The meetin~ dealt with three · 
·ors.ft- agreem~nts : · 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNION 
OF THE SOCIALIST 
SOVIET REPUBLICS 

adopted at the 
7th Extraordinary Session of 
the Prime So~iet of USSR 
at the 
9th Legislation Period 
on 7th October 1977 

CT'il'Ba 60 .. 0GJl3aBBOCTJt B AeAO 'lec:nt K4'KAOJ'O, CDO­
co611oro, JC TpYAY rpa,KAallHQ· CCCP -AOC5pocoBeCTllliD1 
TPYA a 1136pam1oii HM' o6MCTB o6~ecTBeHHO Il0Ae3JIOB 
AeJITeAWIOCTII, COC5iuo,a.eHBe TPYAOBOH' ~ YJCAO­
HeHHe en- OC5~ecTBeRHO IlOAe:sHOro TPYAA secoBKec:TBNO · 
c op~ co~CTll'lec:xoro OC5~ec:TBL _ · 

Artic1e·6O •. 

It i~ the duty and the honour of every citizen 
of the- USSR who is able to work.. to provide 
conscientous labour in his c0111110n and useful­
field of work chosen by him and· the observation 
of discipline at work. 
Any refusal to perform use.ful labour to the 
benefit of the· society is not comparable with 
the principles- of the socialist society-.. 



•:"*. _,. 

"Regarding crimes against humanity, 

there is no doubt that political opponents 

have been murdered in Germany before the war 

and that many of them were detained in 

concentration camps· under disgracing and 

horrible conditions. Such policy of horror 

has. certainly been pursued in a- great style 

and was in many cases pre-fixed and organized. 11 

Extracted from a judgement of the 
Nuremberg Processes - 1946 

{) 

·-·- - - -- -·--
. ----------- · - -

....,.,...,,......._ 
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HATeON•'- 151-AVliS '" THI= sov,e-T IJNIQN 
A IU~•DICAI- Hll;TOfttC. CPMMl=N·T4'ffY 
by Prof. Michael Wo• ■l•n1ky, )iqnic~ 

The usual Soviet fo.-.ulq proc}ai ■s vehe■ently: 
The So vi et State was borq wt th the vord "Peace" on 1,he ll rs. 
Another expression followed soon af t erwar~s: pepnl scrvttud~ 

·on 18th January 1918 only 1,wo ■on~hs after 1,he Octo~er PevoJut ~on 
the Co■■issariat of Justice issued a decree concerning ''pennl 
working groups". 

The first concentratton ca■ps, houses of correctton and penal 
lnboµr colonies were established during the ped Terror tn 
Septe■ber 1918. In spring t919 the 8th Cong.-css of the rart.y 
Asse■bly fo.-.ulated the program of the Bolshevi Rt farh 
specifying a■ong~t other tbincs· the princtple~ of . f ie 
execution of punisl~ent in tho Soviet Unton: tn future 
prisons were to be repinced by houses of correct.on "tn order 
to subjugate the con4a■n~d persons to a producing wor~ useful 
to the society". 

In tbe year 1929 Trotzky jusCified the ■ust of penal servttude 
in soctalts■ and advocated the "•flitartsattop of labour" and 
the creation of "labour anates". 

After Stalin had co■e to power, fnstead of thJ labour anates 
the concentration ca■ps becn■e the r.ore of penal servf.tude. 
On Harch 1928 a decree was issued concerntnc "peqal policy 
and the status of penal institutions" as an e~tenston ol 
labour colonies. ' · 

The decree of 6th Nove■ber 1929 bf the Central Executive 
co-ittee and the Council of the Co■~issaries of the Soviet 
lint on deft,ned penal tnstt tutt ons a11 bet ng hou ;.; es (lf co.-recti on 
in re■ote ~egions of the Soviet Unions as well as l~bour 
colonies ~or those people whose punish■ent did ~ot exce~d 
three year.a, 

In the course of the liquidation of the Koulaka as a class, 
the sta~tnten labour ca■ps plared a new role. A decree 
issued Qn 7th April 1939 concerning the pen~l labour ca■ps 
asserte~ that contrartly to the concentration ca■ps of tha 
bourgeols regi■es, they were no tnstttuttons serving the 
purpose, to exte.-.inate physicaHr the enne111hs of the class. 

As this was wrti,ten three years before the Nazis ca■e to 
power and the first exter■ination ca■ps nppeared, the train 
of thoughts of Stalin can be fol}oved eastly. Indeed J1·011 
1939 the ca■ps in the Sovtet Union beca■e real exteTJ!ltpation ' 
ca■ps. The evidence ts given by the nu•ber of their victl ■s. 
Under the co-and ot Kruschev five to six ■tllJons of , 
these vlcU■s of the GOUI.AC. were posthu■oush' rehabllttecL 
But this was only a few of the■. The KoulRks for tpstance 
have neve.r been rehablltted, although l{rusclw.v · confllled 
~o Cburchi 11 that- the nu■bCJ" of Koulaka ext-er,11ln11te1t In thr 
Stallnlen ca■ps a■ountcd to ■ore thRn 10 ■lllton s - thnt i s 
■ore than In the concentrntton cnnps of the ~azis, 

,•': 
.1,i l · 

.., 
Qowever tbe ■ethod of exter■ i'natlon was different. In the 

• ca■ps of Stalin the p1·isoners were rarel y executell n ,- mu r dPi e,I _ 
they died rather of exhausflon due to famine and ,·,iJd as ,. ,.. ,, 
as $0 the bard work they p rfo.-.ed. 

Aft~r the 20th Congress of the Co-untst Party of thr <.:oviP t 
Union (Feburary 1956) the execuUon of punish■ent In the Sn \·l ,.t 
Union was a 11 ttle hu■anized. The word "colony" replaced tlu• 
word "ca■p". GOULAG (Ad■ ~ni strati on of the camps of the 11 11 111,, 
Office in the Soviet Union) was changed into GOUl1U (Ad■ lni s ­
trative body for penitentiary ■atters) and the number of 
prt soner_s decreased. It increased agatn tn the course of the 
last ten· years. 

But .the principles of the Soviet execµtion of punishment 
rema i nded unchanged. The prisoners are e1ploited to slave 
labour~ and tn the opinion of the Western countries they are 
stt ll very ■any. In the Soviet towns there are on an avera11e 
as ■any prisons as tn the Occidental towns, but in JQ71 oni y 
0,3 ~ of copde■ned people were detained In prisons and it I s 
well known that the Soviet prisons are ove r crowded. 

As a result there are in the Soviet Union 330 tl ■es mor-e 
prisoners of other categories. They a■ount thrrefore to 
several ■tllions . and for■ a e,pecial class of the Soviet 
Society: 1,he cla~s of the national slaves. 

Ip the paper I read at the 2nd World Congress for Soviet 
~nd Eastern studies (Ga.-.tsch - Partenkirchen, 30.9.-4.10,19~0/ 
I already ■entioned the existence of this lowest class of the 
Soviet society. 

The constitution of the Soviet Union does not ■ention it -
with the exception possibly of a vague allusion in its 
article 6o: "The refusal to acco■plis'1 a labour useful t.o 
the society is inco■patible with the principles of the 
socialist society". 

Other official Soviet sources such as "The Principles of the 
Legislation for Correction Labour in the Soviet Union and the 
Republics of tbe Union or the Penal Codes of the Republics of 
the Upton and the Manual "The Soviet Legislation for Correct.Jon 
Labour" give tnfo.-.atton abeut the status of theses disfran­
chised people. 

Host of the■ are detained in colonies for correction lab(lur 
and in case of juvenile delinquents in colonies for educat.lonal 
labour. 

Apart fro■ the prisoners included in the categories ■ent- loned 
above, there are also the s}ave labourers who ore not consi­
dered as prieoners: the banished who live in exile under the 
supervision of the local authorities, are forcell to slnve 
labour hut allowed. to ■ove about freedly within the ll!'flt s 
pf the place where they are llvtni In exile. As this rate~ory 
of s)~ve labourers was previously assigned t.o thr ron s t,·urt l nn 
of l•port11nt c~e■ tc11l pl ants, one calls the■ In s lan~ " r hrm is t s ". 
~s to t he prisoners , in the slan~ of the c a■ p s onP rnll s th<'■ 
"Zek 11 ( an ahbrevintion of the word "zakloutchonn~-n - 1..-i s o11r r. 

If 
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The last cqtegory incJudes , finalty tbos• "fho b•in~ either 
prisoners nor ban ished n re sentepced to penal snrvitude by 
ventlct of ttie cour t, 11nd ca!TY op "f!lr~in~ !ll t.tie sn•e shop ns 
hpfore their Jl44f.■ent. However the f.reatest part of t,tieir· 
salary is withheld by the state. It is •nybe the •ost i ■ pudept 
fona of slavery ifl ttie Soytet lJnlori. A vaa· jant of th·t~ for!" is 
"the 15 days deten t ion for hooliganls~". Tfle peopi ~ copcerned 
nre to wor4 as ~n~~ttled lo(or~ers of hurdep carrie r s. This las t 
~rottp of servjtud~ Jabourers copstftutes tfle psyctiol~glcal 
nnd social br i dge betweeq the "free" salyes of the Soylet 
society an4 the sl aves of st~te. 

The ln~our coloujes are suh~ l vtded t nto four d j fterent regl ■es ; 

1. the general reg i ■ e 
1. the severe real~e 

2. the strengthened r egi~o 
-~. the spec~al reg J■e. 

There nre further■ore five groups of colonies for the people 
who ha,.-e co-1 te4 a cri1110 ttirough want of c&re or i ■p rudence, 
ns well as six groups of colonies tor peopte•~e l pg already on 
the ■end" (these l ~st groups are coJlect t ng cn■ps "ltiere the 
conditions of detenttop are no ■ore qu i te so hnrd). Jn the 
prisons ttiere are t wo regl■es: ttie general reJl•e nnd ttie 
severe regl ■e. 

In the Soviet UnJon the penal execqtJon lo not li ■ tted to the 
detention. Its •aln principle . la to exploit as ■uch as posst~le 
the sentenced peopl e. Solt was tn the QOUl,AG of Stallp and 
so it Is nowadan. But the second prlpcJph of the Soviet 
execution of punlsbaeot was ■odified in the co14rse of years. 
Under ttie co-andaent of Stalin (fro■ t 9J9) these prtnclple~ 
were exploi tatio._ and e:<ter■ iDl\tion. The ai111 i,ras "expiation 
through privation~ and sufferi~g", As the ■anual of the UnJ­
verslty Lo■onoasov in ~oscow tq t~e phapte r A t r eating : 
the Soviet L~gisJation for Correction La~our" states It, 
1 punish■ent is qnconce f vable wlthoq$ expJatlon, c-0nsequently 
~lthout suffertng nnd privatio~s. 

Nowadays the SovJet leglslotlo'n allows no ■o re to inflict 
"useless suff~rlng , pot indispensable for tho nl• of the 
pu!)ish■ent". U ls of course an 4nc1ffrate notion 1o1hich can be 
interpreted In different manners. 

Jn short,. if the ca■rs of Stalin "'ere ca■ps of exten11 ln11tlon, 
the present colonies are centers of torture, where the ■atn. 
■ethod ls the Jntensified explottall~n of ■anpower. 

For prlsoners the sct\eduled ti■e of worll ls '•8 hours a "'eek 
~galnst ,, ho4rs tor t~e "free" wage labour In the Soviet Upton. 
The pr isoners have no vacation prlyllege even If they have beon 
sentenced to 15 or 25 years. The only day off I s Sunrlny hut nlso 
this day can he decl~red working day by the nd•lnjstrntl on of 
the colonies. The years detention do not count us ye~rs of 
s ervice and 11 r e consequently riot cons14ere~ when the pe r s on 
retire s . rr" pri soner hocoll!ws dlsnJiJoll dur·lntt thP yf'n rs of 
,lotentlon, be Is not. Ill title to r ecintye 1lis11hl P 1•o n s lnn 
11nt i I he I s s et f.-ee. 
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Disablement clai ■ s of a pr Jsonerae generally not 
accepted. Article 27 oftt,!prln r. lples .-i f the legisla­
tion ·for corl"8ct,ion labour" stipulates: "work ls 
compulsory for all prisoners". Consequently every­
body is bound to work and fulfil the work norms even 
disabled of the flrat group who in civil are in bed­
ridden state and dependent on assistance of o thers . 
They are also expected to work %8 hours and have no 
vacation privilege.And either the advanced age or 
the qualification of prisoners la taken into consi ­
deration by the ad■ iniatration . 

Only the regl■e of the labour colony ls of de c isive 
i■portance. The principles ·stipulate expressively that 
people d~tained in colonies with severe regi ■e are 
to be assigned to heavy work. ~ut as the Soviet news­
paper "Kaaactistanskaja Prawda" ■entioned,and this 
applies also to other colonies : "Prisoners are princi-
pally to perfor■ the heavfeat work and the work norms 
are ~rltical values. We can change nothing about it. 
A labour colony ls not a sanatoriu■ but a penal esta­
blishment where one works in ttie sweat of thy brow". 

What does labo·ur coat to ttie state? Al■ost nothing. 
The greatest part of • ttie wage■ o.f those llard wor"k ers 
1s withdrawn: 

"i 

i. To cover the ■aintenance charges of the ad■ lni- ' 'J: 
stratlon - i.e. guards and supervisors coats. 

2. For the food and clothing of prisoners. 
As the state baa no other expenses in connection 
with the existence of the prisoners, the soviet forced 
labourers finance the■selves their slavery. ~11 de­
ductions made it re■aina to the pri1oner 10 ~ of his 
wages (25 ~ for dJsabled of the first and second , 
groups). However even thi1 ridiculou1 re■aining a■ ount 
is paid only If the prlaoner has not offended the 
regi ■e of the colony and fulfilled the work nor■s. 
In case the prisoner has not fulfil these conditions 
(what happens quite often) he receives no salary at 
all. Further■ore ttie administration is In title to 
assign the prisoner to underpaid Jobs such as ■aln­
tenance of the colony and adjoining estates. 

In hls , wrlting ~About the Dialectical and Historical 
Materlalla■" Stalin has characterised amongst other 
things the extent of exploitation lo different social 
orders. The exploitetlon of soviet prisoners corres ­
ponds to the exploltatlop of slaves in slaie-lloldin~ 
societl~s described by Stalin, and on the 
■odel of which he probably organized the Soviet labour 
ca■pa. 

In cannectlon with correction labour the Soviet leglsla 
states "a legal r el~tlonship bet~een the s,viet state~ 

<---... ,-..__ 
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the qpnlenc·ecl pe11ple"<1n1I ht> ln!!IRIS "II Iha fa• · I that. 
this rel11tl1111shlp I!! not set forth In a r1111lr111'1 hut 
111·i11:i11ftlP!I fr1111 a jud1p1ent exe r ut Inn and end,s · •m thP. 
~ftv the prisoner Is le~ally a1srhar~ed or ~les. 

In the rlerinilinn of slave exploitation given hy Stal in O Is polntP.d nut 
that slave!'! may be sold, tortured or ·even !cllled. This applit.!S to 
Soviet prisoners. The C.eqnan Democratic Reputlllc Is the oo!y country 
of the F.ast Oloc!c where It I!'! usual practice to sell prisoners to other 
states. On the other hand in the Soviet Union prisoner$ may be 
"leased" to other lnstituUons tllrough the aourru. Some colonies 
serve as suppliers of labourers. The colony and the t>uslqess In questjoq 
conclude a contract according to which one p1uty tias to supply the 
lahourers while the other binds Jtself to organize the labotn of prisoners 
In production zones specially prepared and Is wU ling to pay the 
"al:\ ry corrcspandlng to the services - this salary being pctld o[ course 
to the c,llnny admln lstratlon and not to the prisoner. 

fortures and extermination of prisoners In pracUce under Stalln have 
hf>en described above. Nowadays the Soviet penal execution represents 
a permanent torture of the prisoners and we 11re not speaking or' 
abuses commlted by some officials but of rulesp-escrlh,!d by the Soviet 
h:glslat Ion. 

The S11vlet law point& out that the principal ele■e11t 
n( the colony regl ■e ii "the co■ pttlsory tsolatton of 
the sentenced people and their per■apent aurvel I lance". 
The prisoners we~r prison unlfor■ s, their •Jll ls aub­
m·• t I ed to censor, the parce la sent tn thell!I are coptro 1-
1 ed. They are not allowed to have aoney or valuables 
with them. Nonobaervapce la punished and the good seized 
for the benefit of the state : · 

We ha•e here deliberately not described lnfr1gements .or 
nfftrial oppression (ro11 the authorities of the C'olonies. 
flur inf,,rmatlnn based only on soviet sources and espe­
ei11I ly nn Lhe Soviet legislation. The Sovie, slave la­
hnur· is In the prac t Ice worse than the th.eory lrnt the 
theuq· Is sufficient tn enable to take a grave vlew of . 
the situation . It can also not hide the existence of 
lhP slaves of state In the Soviet Union. 

nn,. ,-11n not r-hoose one's ne I ghboura and the soc la I 
stn1• ture in the pretended real 11octalts111 ls as it 111". 
llut this doPs not ■ean that the West ■ay confidently 
part1f'ipate tn the explottat.l"ri oft.he slave labo11rers 
"' thP Fn~t. This rauses a bl!! pol ltlcal et 11oral da­
m1up 11h.,•·e all t" t.he West itself. 

I, 
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DER KOMMENT AR 

Beweislast 
ENNOvonLOEWENSTERN 

Vielleicht bewirkt eme 
Mitteilung der Frankfur­

ter <ie§ellschaft ffir Men­
schenrech1a was keme war­
nung voren Konsequen­
zen im Bilndnis oder vor der 
Gefahr, Moskaus. ·aUstun1 

_zu stirken. erreicht bat: ein 
· emstbaftes Oberdenken des. 

Gas-Rohren-Geschifts. Was 
in Bonn erst einmal ala un­
bewiesen vom Tisch ge-, 
wischt wwde, hat µun die 
franzosische Regierung zu 
~ Weisung an ihre Mos­
kauer Botschaft veranla8t: 
nachzupriifen, ob die. So­
wjetunion beim Bau der 

. GuJeitung KZ-Hifflinge 
einsetzen wird.. 

Moskau selber hat durch 
ein kraJ3 utilitaristisches 
Tass-Dementi. den Verdacht 
noch verstirkt: "Jeder ver­
nilnftige Mensch wird einse­
hen. daa ein solches Riesen­
projekt die- Ausarbeitung, 
und. die-Anstrellll,lDI durch 
eine starlat Industri• zwin­
gend macht,. die die moc:lem­
sten Errungenschafte von 
Wislenschaft und Technik 
zum Einsatz bringt. ... 

Blei- und Goldgruben. Denn 
schaufeln konnen sie alle­
mal, bis sie selber einge­
schaufelt werd~n. Jeder ver­
nilnftige Mensch weia auch, 
dalS die Geheimpolizei be­
mt steht, nach Bedar! jeder-
1.eit neue Arbeitsaklaven · 
einzufan,en. J~ vemilnf­
t11e Memch hat vermerkt. 
daa Tass nicht einmal zu 
dementieren wagt, · dal3 es 
Konzentrationslager und 
Hiftlince-ftir Arbeitseinsiit. . 
ze gibt. . 

T'\ie . lram.osische Regie­
.1..Jnm hat viel weltpoliti­
schen tfntu1 getrieben, aber 

. sie besteht darauf, die Men­
schenrechte emst zu neh­
men. Mit Recht wird von 
Beobachtem in Moskau dar­
auf ~ dal3 du 
Sowjetaystem ein freies 
Herumreisen und Nach­
schauen nicht zuli.Bt. Aber 
m· Paris. weia man genau so 
,ut wie- in Bonn,. dal3- die 
Beweislut bei den Arbeit-
1ebem vom Wei8meerkanal 
liegt. Inspektionen gehoren. 
zu den "vertrauensbilden­
den Ma8nahmen", von den 
Kemwaffen bis zu den Kon­
antratinnslapm. · Wer sie 
verweigert. der· wei.8, war­
um. Wer- die Verweicerunc­
mitoteih erbil~ wei&auch, 
warum. Eine, Recierune..die-

Die "Li../elt" '3.8.82 

Zwangsarbeiter: 
T~ spricht von 
dreckiger Liige 

AFPIDW. MNhU 
Intorma&lonm ilber·den an1ebli­

cben J!lnsaa· palitllcbar Hiftlince 
in der~ ftirden Bauder 
ewopllleb-aibiriachen J:rdpalei­
tun1 -~ben in Moskau ef!le ~ -~~=-da-zu. abl(elehnt. Von offlzioser Seite 
bie8 es jedoch, der Bericht der 

--- lleuchenrechts­~ 1D hinifGri, wonacn 
· wrend Polithiftlin,e an 

dem Pla,eline-Bau bnchaftigt sind, 
babe die Unwminierunc des Gas­
JeitunoDrojelaa zum Zweck, nach­
dem du ,.unerikaniache Embaqo 
l(e9Cheitert" Ni. Die sowjetische 
Nachrichtenqentur Tua sprach 
VOD einer ,.dreckiaen I.up• . 

In den w.tlichen Botachaften in 
Molk■a wud die Ancelelenheit Je• 
doch ahr emst eenc,mmen. Die­
t'rM!'oOtPICbe Resienmc Corderte­
am J'Nitac ihN diplolliatische-Ver­
trebln& IU( ilw die Alllchwcli-
1\1118111 da- lfamchenrechtqele.ll­
schaft. ZII ermiUeln. Die- Exiatenz 
VOii Arbeitalaaem wird in der­
UdSSll offlDell zu111111ber .. Nach 
Aopben von · ReciJnekriti)cem 
werden- dort politische Hiftlince 
intemiart Die Laaer bleiben ein 
lteMrvoir- ~ billlce· ArbeitskriC­
W', venichllte ein- Diuident ae-
11111ilber An. 

Mlhrere Oppoaitiomcruppen ha­
ben in. des. ~ Jahren 
......:ht, wrurteilten· Disaidenten 
in die venchiedenen Laaer zu Col­
,..._ Von ihnen hat die Xotcrnetio-

-1! 
euaa& am ~Bau erhalten. 

Jeder vemilnftige Mens<:h 
weiB, daJ3 dieses System 
dennoch halbverhungerte 
und technisch wenig ver­
sierte- Arbeitssklaven· seit je­
her bei technisch aufwendi­
gen. Vorhaben einsetzte, ehe­
c!Mt· Ingenieure- antreten; 
vom Wei.8meerkanal mit sei­
nm. -bunderttauaenden To­
tan bia m den· sibiriscben, 

=~ ~~ Die mebr ala cier..Men,.. 
ICbanNeh1a ~ . 

........... koamnlieilue­
Psh apaan.-..~ diNlde-Zeu.-

- __ .... FIIFIP,11! . . 

P.uia li8t Bericbte iiber 
Gefanpnm.,Ehwan priif~ 

MOSKAU', & AUCU,lt (dpa). WesWche­
Berlchte Ober den Eimau von Gefan­
....,_ betm Bau. der neuen Erdpalei­
tunc: voa Slbirten an die- Westcreme 
der Sowjetwlicm und am Soantq. vcm 
dar Mouauer Hachrichtenqentur 
-ra. ala .dndd&e Lil.... zur.Qc:kce,­
..... worden. Tau bezol licb unter 
.... _.. au1 einen Baricbt der franz6-
ucban Zeitunc ,.France Solr" . -VOID 
Vanq wad llu8erte den Verdacht, daB 
Wasldqtan Urbeber ~ ,.&muUoa" 
Ni. • •• dart warden unter der ,ecen-

FAZ 9.8. 82 

wilrttcen Relterunc muaenweiM ll'OBe 
Li1Cen produziert". Wuhington woUe 
mit allen Mltteln du Erdliu-lUlbren• 
Qeschift qut weateuroplilc.be Plnnen 
zum Scheitern brtnpn. 'Ober- den an­
cebllchen Eimau von Gmnpnen hat­
te 1m letzten Monat entma1a die tn 
Frankturt anduip :!!!!f!9'e 
~rift&# i'. .!f~ -ana " intndeateDs 10 000 
Strafletanpne sowie mebnn zebntau­
NDd weitere Blfllln1• anderer ltate,o­
rten beziebunoweile Verbannte 1m 
zwanpweiaen. Elnaatr', lchrieb- VOl'­
atanduprecher ztqler. Tau dua.: 
.Diele drecld1• Lille erforden etpnt­
llcb am DamenU: Jailer verntlbftla9 

Memcb wtrd einaeben, daB ein aolche, 
RleNnprojelrt die Auaarbeituns und die 
,A.natrequnpn durch eiDe 1tarke Indu­
ltrie zwtnpnd macbt, die die IIMlml'D­
na Erruqemcbaften von Wllllln­
lchaC und Tec:bnik zum Elmatz 
brtqt."· UntsdmND wurde bekannt, 
dd d1e t...nntl!Cb• Botscbaft in Mos­
kau prQ1ea IOll, ob an der IOWjetilcllen 
Ercqu.leituns nach w~ wtrK­
licb Qnter IC!hwenten Bediqunpn po-

- lltiacbe Blft11Jl4e aua der Sowjetunion 
ubeAten- mOuen. Du AuBenminiate­
rium in Paril beauftracte die Botacbatt, 
ct.. Anpben w IntanuaUoaalm Ge­
aeillCbatt mr ,,_,...,,_,,...te nacbsu-
leb-. 
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PIPEUNE 
DRIVE 
BY.RUSSii 

By NlGEL WADI 
1-. ·Me,etw 

WffR,E Tnn~ntic 
wrantlm& · jntenllifie1 

ov• Pl'esident 1'ea14n's 
-efF"'rli to st-op European 
fit ,s suppi)UC · 81Uipment 
fi>r the Siberian fas pip,­
lirie, Soviet tlici.i. reutrt 
~ro&rCSi OJI uriy a>D~uc• 
Uon alon& the pilldine 
route. 
Optimistic daio;ls •rl • 11$0 

._., ma•e about tlae m,el 
1•elit by Soviet IIHlustiy of · 
1-me1aw1tt 1as-pumplnc t1'~ 
waicJa Soviet ollldab 1ft'. are 
tJte equal of Welt&rn · eqUip­

; .-eat ltlocked by .\mel'ic:aa 
iuaclioDL . 

. ·fn I mo•e whJch lau cr,ated 
,.aedous friction be~ · fke 
"'lte4 States and Weattrn 
1turope, Mr 1\eapn b.u nrred 
Epropean- companies u1l111 
Aiaerk:ail Ucenc:es from deliver­
UI parts for tlae f,ipeline 
\ecause · of ·so•ie·t iil,o veaent ,p the Polisla ··crisis. · 

The Kremlin has pu~licly 

indertaken . to coDlplete the 
,900-mile plpeli11e · as plaaud. 

· n the ftrst quarter of 1984. It 
Is desiJned to delh·e\' 40,000 
million cubir. metres of &as to 
Western Europe anaualh·. 
larinlinf 'ftussia 111 estimated 
annual income of £4,500 1DiUion 
,ouads. 

Otjr-ridta& pnon,1 
The Sovi!!t .Goven1meot ba~ 

fiveo an over•rillinJ priofit\" · to 
complet1'!1 thl' line on timr. 
with · ~xclusivel)· So,·i~t e~uip­
ment ~f necessan·. 

T)le Sov1tt system · makes It 
possibll' for the Government to 
focus all oecelSf'l'Y ruources C)II 
achievin& this 1011, re11rdle1s 
of the . cost in terms of moor~· 
or disruptioq to other indultri~! 

. sectors. 
More thau 200 miles of Y.,'P 

was · welded int~ pl•~ by me 
be1innin1 of Au,ust. 1ccorqi11~ 

• to Mr Gri1ory Sudo bin. a 
Deputy Mionlster for Oil lndu!tr· 
Constructfon. . An ~r•ae . of 
four-:u1-d-a-h1lf mil"• of pipe 
was bein& fdded dail)•. 

Officials •Y 58 mecbaol!ed 
. teams are war!(.kll OD the line. 
Mo,cow 11,as nJected cula-
tion · 
ri ht at • our 'tamn 

may·De involved. and 
esten cliplodatl ht Moscoy; 

say they Jioow of no evideqace 
~ ■upport tbi1 5"Nestion. 

Vili11 a,$ '1lowe4 

~

requests by Western 
di ats aQd 11ewsmen to ·vi~it 
tlit line or factories ,n1k-
ln1 peltt for k e..ve been 

. r.epeatedly ~ 
.A recent Moscow 1\adio 

broackut said younl J;ast 
Germ,ns weuld work oe the 
project in- Western J\ussil. The 
illiti~I •ectio1t of t\e route. 
ltlrtl-. near UreoJo:)! -in We~t­
ern SHlerla, crosses ,bout 100 
milea of permafrost and 400 
mile, of marsllland. 

Soviet newepapers ctescrlbe 
L'OIIVOYI of lorriH carryin~ 
workers an4 1ilpplies battlinJ 
le 1et tbrou1h the " notorious 
Tail• ,wamps 1treKhin1 for 
hundreds of miles."' 

PlanninJ for the ·most dUlicult 
norltlem aections · has been 
finished "much earlier" than 
expected. thanks to -pboto1raphY 
from outer space, 1ccordin1 to 
Soviet en1ineers. 
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-

l00,000 peopk •aid '. in forced ·G□~~bDfQ~ Handels­
och Sj□fij:ts- T idning, <<100.000 

· /a.b~r for Rusa ga11 pipe 
. FllANKPUllT '(AP) - The lo.a. - ~ nm, ·

02 hannnrffl 2 , 7 

rce about 110.000 penona, at leut 
,.- of them prilon lnmalN, to bele 
alld the c:ontrovenlaJ- Slberlaa paw,al 
II pipeline- to w-.n Europe, Ult 
nnkfurt-ba1ecl 'ifffWffl' Sociftt 
~ ll11111an lllp~ :t: 

ia a 1linl pa urcl ·currency deal, 
:pou.aly oppoted bJ PntW.11t a .. pn, 
,e Sovlell plan to ,:o~plete tile ... 
&Ile pipe~ Mat ·1Mr delpl~ I 
1.aabl111toa-ordered embar10 01 
~•lped -.111pmeai tor flll =· tit• -~tructlon ,,_. mu ~1' 
men wlda forced ~r cam,. ,,.,..., 
, . 111 tu put tw r•r.,;" • IOCietJ 
tatement Aid. '1n U1t lablm •loae oile 

' -~ -~~~ ':• . --~ ~ .. ~ I• . 'ldft'~ ~~~- .. ,.~! •.· ·,,·~,, 
ID the ca_.,.,~- ·an ' -~c-

pmmoclal.. .• . ..... --
..,.. CO p..-ct ID liom dal 
reiilaa ,rlilttr · ~oa4. ·Ta,.,1r 1uppl1 
lbiatlon WU "'7 lla4, 1be ~~ ... . ' ne tweed labor wat blade iap.ot abo,t 

•1 o.• penou ,_.., prlloD .-tancea 
. '.~crim11;"tlienma1Dc1er,n ·~ · 

11 · otller ~. -ladlldlDS •• 
;»enon■," •~ diem anJ wo.-en aa1 
alderly people, tu ftatem•t ,ald • 

Tbele penou were ■electad to do tile 
IIMYy NJ'tb qlOYb\lWOff_- Oal,J irla• dt!I 
HI fiallbecl, wen Ji .. lerll )ow,la1lltl 
allowed Ill to lupect the c:oDltnledoo 
;Idea, u.· 1tatemnt •lei:· 

KGB utnyttJar travai/knt 
~ 0 . . . 

10_.000 fan,ar_ au{} ___ -- -- · · · 

f Or gas·ledn1~g siberien }} 
· · 11 ft nin en fo de m • . FP!l llep lntematio::.: o rt l!III . Ma n ko~!"er 

· ~•h~ ema faqr tiotps~ntals polltaska 
_ nde rap.-ort~r c,':rand~n utayttjas for byg-

·f4npr IP.lder liV~1!1_!1lb "'.n.desdigra ga~ledningen -pndft· •v de.- ,m......,~ oc .. '!' . . 

Jlbi.ri-,p-Vlst~P'9P8· ,, ~ .-.Anga ~nda intel-
.-i..ad "alav"!J>e~~ fi': ._yyikancle poUtlska upp-lektMellat JQIQ fJtaJs a · I · -· - . 

fattnlncar~ fflmen -"J!-;n dag i Ivan 
ll~d~n ovar ,~r h:h!~~lt~nd~ ipgentinc med den 

Pe~•oviJtesv~: ... !:-.e rappprten .-u gora. JIPftSeep,- . ,..,.,... · 
I Sid. 3 

trecusent des dissidents. 
p_armi ceux-la,. 10.0001 
prisonniera politiqu·es: 

Yvon SAMUEL I aont d6peintes comme ' 
dramatiques. C'est ce que i 
vient de reveler avec de : 
nombreux details l;AHQ: : 
ciation Internationale · COUP de tMAtre • 

propoa du fa­
meux 1uoduc al­
b6rien qui aeme 

-la discorde entre l'Europe 
et les Etata-Unia : dea di­
zaines de lnillien de pri­
sonnler■ des SoUlap ao­
vietiquea y travallleralent 
dans des conditions qui 

rur !etaJ?tgJYi-; ae "Homm nc- . Ort. ' 
Premiers destinat.alra de ca 

rtv6lations : deux des clle(• 

CIIJ Suite page 4 
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USE OF eLECTRIC SHOCK OK RUSSIA~ ~EACE MOVEMENT MEMBERS 

W.etl ln:fo,rnrad· s.ou.rcas rn, ttoscow have: Brou.ght to the. •ttet1tior1· of 
th« tSHR rrr Frankfurt/~•rn:~ that ar~rst Serg&j Satowrrn ~ age 15, who 

• ls a. leadir,,g, member of th-e un-of-ffc;fal· Russ.fan Peace Movement w-as arrest­
ed: o~ A~gu.~t ~ .. t,8% aff~ forcaabl~ ~ffftned to the Mos~~ Psychiatric 
ct rff1rc:. it:li-_ · · 

Desptte- th.e- fact t.ttat h:fs \1df'e ttaci af'ft:c:·fa.l permissforr to . vi.sit 
Ser~e-.l _aato\ltri:~ . Off\ Sunday-., Au.g;u.st TS ,. t-g-8.z,, sh-e- was de•n:r ed: pernrf ss.forT­
anc:t ~tven-. no ntasan. llfrs.·: latO\ltr t r,- su.c.c:eeded: rn- talltfng · tG h-er hu.sbarrd 
ttu·augh a ... rn-dow. ancl ••s rcrct b-, fti:ns- at th-at ttme tha-t he was b:ern-~ 
g:tven. over!iostis of" the cbru9 " '1te . .arol·ettJka". Ttri-s c:.r.--tttc:alfy affec:te-d · 
hts. l>foact c:fr-c·,dat.ton,_ H'e ah,o tatct. h<er tftac- l'fe:- w.-s irarrrfu.1 Ty a.b:used 
•t:th- e.lec:.t:r-t'c: sh.ac:k an.cl bec:au.se of t.fds tte. monrentar-J;·ty t.os,t: c:on-sc:taus-

ries:1>- · · .. · · :t~f/!¾{F·:'--'-~ .'.: . .'._·_-~- ... ·.! -: ~ 
Th• Scwiec Seel-at ~olfc•► ~.&.s •• a~& cftflBttet~ erytrr~ -ft~ tit~ 

~•b.a.ve-111cattanect tore"~• 11ethGd:s,. t:a, destroy.· tt.e. Ru.ssraff Peace Movenrerrt ► 
wtdc:b i s tn,, the.. proc:ass. of b-eh•~ estab-ttshect.. Any. ·p;eac:e m-avenrent· l~ · the· 
West £s receEve4 wJt~ •~tbll5fas•~ ~"r tnerv ow~ t~depe"-derit peace nrove­
ntertt i s c:al feet · an ,'•anu-l-S'ov,fat:: c:a•paig,r,•• . 

; . .. • : e.. · ::>:.~:,:.,..,.).-<>"'- :·~\ · •. .,,.___r- .) . .... ., . . 

On« fTurrcfrect seveffty S'ovfet: c:Ft-fzeris- fta.ve srgrre<f the: d&c:Tara.tf Ort- af 
the u.n0,frt c:f al ll~ss i anz P-eac:e- M-o.vemenr who i ' ch- rs., con cern·ed. w, rth- di sarm-arnen t 
aF th·e S:a~r«t Ur,,i,on-_ Q.r t:he t7ll. lO: p-eosr-Te tta:.v« been- ar-rested.. These. 
l111c;t1.1de:- <J?e$ lfacisf.n-slc.:-Jj . age Zl • p:h:·i.Jofogtst',. Jelen,a W:ak:ar-tsc:huk,. age 
lOi. an-~ \jate-vfj laa:ctjalc...., age, z..z._ 

tfrs- IJatowl""fl'I\ ts '-l'l"'ge..-t::ty ap-pea Un:g; to. tfte- en-ti r-e freei wort ct peace­
mov.emen·t: to suippor~ lurr- lf-usband a.net: other.- leading: memb-.ers of the urte>f­
fi'c:tal ., peac::~. movemen:t orgaJTirect by the- llus.stan- people. 
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FORCED LABOR USED TO BUl· LD SIBER"·IAN-EUROPEAN GAS PIPELINE 

gas pipeline. The tota,l la-bor ,orce used to ~1.&-ild the. gas pipeli11e 

is estimac-ed t .o be- 100,000. o, these a,t least 10,000 are- concantra-

have: b .. ri ban-ishecd.- co · S:lb·e-da- ,a,. re,Jig,ious beliefs al"' pol.itica-1 rea-

son·s.. A,ls.o 111¢.luded: are o,thel"' pol i ei~l p-l""' i sone-rs irt cancatra.tion-

c-amlJS a.n·d. cammort C:l"'intirTa.1 ta.kart Froffl" ja,i ls. S.cor•s. of these, are: wo-

Amon-g: tttos:e-wtto 6re for-c•d. ta build. the pipe.lier• ~r• many we-II-known 

peop-1 .... A, few. o -F ttte·se: irrc.11.&-de: Senrjon· G.lusman·, a, p.sycttiatrist who. 

figh"ta.r- art"d. W..la,ctinrii- /'tarnrus an·d Ptlex-an.der- Ussa.t-juk, botlT Baatisc- ntirT-

Ou.l"'irtg :utre: p.ais.~ two yea,rs- numerous. new. forcadlabor- camps., ca l led gu-

lags- , l,a,ve· com• irTto: exiseanc:• along- th-• c:onsc-r-uc:c-ion l i ne. In Us 1:.j -

lschinr a,lorte, 8. 11ew. g-ulags have- b-eerT es.tablished. Mora ha.v•- b.e.en- e-s-

tablishect along u,-,engo.i, Si.trgu.t, iawda-, Tjumen, lrbit and l.yswa·. 

No houses 0-1"' barra-cks are provided For these laborers. They ~r~ com-
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tion ag~inst winter temperatures of minus 22 co ~a degrees ,ahrenheit 

( mi nU-S 30 to ~a C-). 

ihe- su_rv-iva·l rreed-S of these people are not rnec-. ihe ,aw stol"es that 

are ii, th., c:amps ar• ·all but empty. ihe only help cha laborers re-

c:eiv• is. fr-om re:lae.ives in o.chel"' pares of USSR in the , .orm of vitally 

r,eeded. food. parc:als. ihe. loss of uech- aad ochel"' relace.d diseases are 

Sine:• very Ii Ct.le- lll'a~inery if any is. us.ad co dc Che· heavy ear"thmcvlng _. 

th• pr-isoners •r-• fo,-.c:•d. to da it by hand. using whee·lbarl"'ows. Ac:¢i-

~Ip.es. •ith· asbes·tos an-d; · ,Cil,-ergla.ss a-re- given gloves only cs-ic:a a. yea,... 

IC' is. .c.yiiic:~1 fo.1"' . them ca: - l'tave open- t:Jlis,.ce-rs. an·d. aluesses ort th•i,.. 

hand~ cttat. ,.ill rT0.1:' It.ail d.~ co tl't'e. as·b:•s.C-0$ and; fiberglass. ih• 

p;r"'f san:el"'s. w~ are =arpet T eli to wcr1'. w.i ett fi b.•l"'g-1 a-s.s a1td asb.es.cos- a.re: 

i:iro."idect IT¢ p,:rote¢t.iort-~. s-u_dt· ~s. masks.~ f,-.o• i,;,..•tJtirTg; eh• ltaMltfu.T ma-,­

c•,-.f a Is~ ih..,. are dir-Cffl' i ~ s u.ffel"'ers. a.t' I unCJ cti s.-.as.es. 

•ittl' p,:l"'isan•rs. anct. pec,a-1• c:on-firted: ca. 1ibel"'ia, lcc:a,e.ions .• tve-n- p•­
eieff'U irr- !lSY,dr:iat.r-f~ l'ras~ie•ls. a.re re-i:u.il""•d: ca lll'ake wo:r~•c:lotnes:, 

g:-1 o.ves-_ al'lci: c:~tas. P-ri S4ff•rs. .no; a:re 1'0:rc:ect c~ I i ve l:te!t i ndt tla-rb'ad: 

,..i l"'e .,.,. nra,.dtect. ca ..ark' itai 1.,. by, iua-l"'ciS: .,.It¢ 1.&s• spe¢ia.1 Ty t.l"'airTect 

ed: t:Jy, en~ i;s:ri san•~. ette: ,.,...... iia.i <t laa-a,.. ca.t 1K 11 Ka111s.a11tl-bl"'i g_adai• .,.,. . . 

ob.ser-ver~ aft'ct Jau_rn-ad iS,C"S, . ,,..., a-I lawed to visisc- en-• ·c:onstru~tion sic .. 

an-<t.,...itness cn-e c:ons.c-l"'u.~t i an- ~,.oc:•~s . ihe: "Komsonrl•bl"'igade" l:lecame 

died i ~ Che e&l"'ly consc,.uc:t i on. 
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The West Ger-man engineers who work on the project are completely iso-

lat•d fr-om the entire work force. In one known ca-se, they a.re housed 

in a hotel in Borowsk i town where they are undar th• w1tchful eyes · of 

the KGB • 

A prominen-t politic:11 pr-iso.n-e.r- w.as. quoted as saying, 11 When I a!"'r-ived 

~t. the- c:onstru.c:tion- sit.a, I w-as told by the othe-r wor-kers: 'Vou. 1-re-

the- one. the Wes te-rn p.ress. has. g.i ven so ntuc:h pub 1 i°c:i ty. Vou a-r-• 1 c.ic:k.y. 

So"!e:. day Y?U. w.i 1 t tr-ave-1 th• th• Wes·e, but we must s-tay he.re. People 

live- well in th~ West. E"ve.n th-a. unemploye·d in th-e. We-st. live bettar-

t:han our engir,e-ers· . We h·a.ve- observed this by seeing the West Ge-rman· 

workers. who a.re. assigned. to. this projec:.t. 111 
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Statement by · 

Senator William L. Armstrong 

August 17, 1982 . 

Today I am sponsoring a resolution calling upon the State Department 

to investigate charges that f.orced laborers and many political prisoners 

are being kept in some 2,000 camps across the Soviet Union to work on the 

trans-Siberian Yamal gas pipeline, and similar projects. The resolution 

also calls for investigation or- charges that 500,000 Vietnamese workers 

ara being forced to relocate, over the next five years, to the Soviet 

Union. 

This Senate resolution and the profound questi.ons it raises is an 

appeal to the good conscience ot America. 

Reports have persisted over- the> past year.- in the London Economist, 

Wall Street Journal and others that workers living in · sub ... zero temperatures ,. \ 

and· under unclean. inhumane conditions are- and will be providing much of 

' the- unskilled labor- -- land clearing, equipment moving, _ etc. -- needed to 

build. projects similar- to the 3,600-mile, tl0-14 billion· Siberia-to-West 

G"ermany pipe-line~ 

Any Western nation: considering,. or wi.lling to, participate- in such a­

Soviet _trade· venture-- should tavor a. thorough investigation or these unnerving 

charge~. It' true,.. they turn short-term economic. benefit from such a deal 

into complicity W-ith a- pipeline holocaust, and make such nations co-conspirators 

in a mas·sive human rights abuse. 

· -·------ ------- ---- - -------- ----- - - ---- ----- -
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On June 18 the Senate Banking Committee's Subcommittee on International 

Finance held special oversight hearings on the proposed trans-Siberian 

natural gas pipeline. 

The hearings were the first official response by any government body 

within the Western alliance to the grave charges that the pipeline is 

being built with what can only be described as slave labor. 

The subcommittee heard three hours of testimony from four witnesses 

who are with us this morning: 

•Mikhail Hakarenko, who served more than tt years in Soviet labor 

camps, mostly between 1970 and· 1978, and who testified on conditions in 

the camps today. He presented oral, written and documentary film testimony 

that four to 17 million men, women and children -- arrested mostly for 

political offenses -- are now, engaged in forced labor in the Sovi.et Union. 

Hr. Hakarenko testified that between 500,000-600,000 prisoners die every 

-
year in projects like the Yamal pipeline from starvation, severe cold, 

disease and hazardous working conditions. Hr. Makarenko said the nutrition 

provided for these "hard labor" prisoners is often lower than half the 

amount received by prisoners in the Nazi death camps ot' Auschwitz and. 

Buchenwald. 

*Ms. Le Thi Ahn or the Vietnamese Information Bureau and Hr. Doan 

Van Toai, aut.hor of the Vietnamese Gulag, told the subcoamittee that an 

estimated 500,000 Vietnamese- are- being sent from so-called "reeducation 

camps" in Vietnam to do forced labor in the Soviet Union under agreements· 

between the Soviet and· Vietnamese regimes. Mr. Toai, a former official . 

of the National Liberation· Front, was. imprisoned by the North Vietnamese 

when he- refused to_ go along· with their Stalinist policies after the fall 
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of South Vietnam. Following his release from prison, he wrote his book 

outlining the result of an arrangement of sending forced labor to -the 

Soviet Union in payment for Vietnam's war debt to the Soviets. Ms. Anh 

presented letters from relatives of Vietnamese now held in Soviet labor 

camps. She brings with her today an actual letter from one of the internees, 

which she obtained through Vietnamese sources in a third country. According 

to Ms. Ahn and Mr. Toai, many or these prisoners are political refugees 

- -- the tragic "boat people" of Vietnam who were picked up at sea by Soviet 

naval and merchant ships and routinely interned in the Soviet Union. We 

will have more to say on this_. subject later this morning. 

•our last witness, also present here, is Mr. Zdislaw Rurarz, the 

former Polish ambassador to Japan. He is an internationally known economist 

-- holder of a Ph.D. and two post doctoral degrees from the Central School 

for Planning and Statistics in Warsaw. Prior to assuming his ambassadorial 

post, he served as economic advisor to th& Chief of the Polish Communist 

Party, as Poland.'"s permanent repre·sentative to the general ~ agreement on 

tariff and trade· negotiations, and as the economic attache to the Polish 

Embassy here in Washington . 

Dr. Rurarz- testified a$ an economist and as a former high Communist 

official that th~ Yamal pipeline- must -- like all major construction 

projects. undertaken in the- s ·oviet Union -- necessarily be built with 

conscr'ipt labor. Dr-. Rurarz cited economic evidence strongly suggesting 

that without the additional billions of dollars in hard currency which 

tt1e Sovie~s expect. to earn from the pipeline deal, the entire Soviet 

system - including its network of concentration camps -- could be paralyzed. 

Since the· June 18 hearings a number of significant developments have 

-··- -· - -- . - -- --- -- --- ------- - ---- -
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u~ curred: Just a few hours after the Senate hearings President Reagan 

.1nnounced imposition of his long-considered sanctions against the Yamal 

pipe line project. In the weeks following that announcement, a number of 

European leaders criticized the Reagan sanctions and announced their 

intention to go forward regardless with the pipeline construction and the 

7 1/2 percent low interest credjts desi~ned to insure its completion. 

And two weeks ago, the International Sakharov Committee appealed to French 

aud Garman leaders -- according to a UPI wire report -- to investigate 

tt,e use of forced labor on the Yamal pipeline. The Committee stated 

ttlut a number of well-known Soviet dissidents have been arrested and sent 

to Si~eria for forced labor on the pipeline. 

l note with consternation the response -of members of the European 

Common Market. lt is ironic that the very countries so persecuted and 

enslaved in World Wars I and II look the other way from similar human 

rights abuse aspects of" an otherwise lucrative business deal. Surely the 

a t. rocit.ies of the 1930s and '40s will not be forgotten in a moment of 

financial temptation. 

lt is to this. mounting evidence of continuing and widespread disregard 

for- the Helsinki human rights accords b.y the Soviet authorities that .we 

address ourselves today~ and I fervently hope that finally, overdue attention 

and support will come also from officials or Western European governments. 

-I have here a letter, obtained through the assistance of the Vietnamese 

Information Bureau, and written by a Vietnamese prisoner now working in 

the Sovie.t Union. To protect the- author- of this account of a. day in the 

life of modern Soviet political prisoners from certain reprisal or execution, 

we will withhold the name of the individual and the location of the forced 
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labor battallion. 

I would, however, like to read an exerpt of the letter which 1· be liev e 

wi ll give an accurate picture of what a project like this pipeline wi ll 

cost in human terms in the Soviet Union: 

I I 

" ... It is already two months since I last heard from my family in 

Vietnam -- I do not know what the· future has in store for me in this 

place. · •. He.re I speak a. "pidgin" Russian, because I learn it in the 

workplace, ·moreoever, I am being tightly controlled, all around me 

are the bo dor, the North Vietnamese soldiers. The unit is composed 

.mostly of northerners, the.re are not much contacts. Everything has 

to go through the cadres. That's the rule .. . I am resigned to this 

fate for a few years (three to five years) .•. The pay is very l ow, 

and living condi-tions in this infamous area, are very cruel, very 

harsh. I can summarize it in one sentence,: my life here is several · 

times poorer and harsher than in Vietnam ► Add to this, homesickness, 

cut ofr rrom friends .•. r take· it for-granted that my life is finished . . . Th~ 

life or exiles like you and me-, what does the· future have in store 

for us, ana for our country? The more r think about it, the more I 

see it clouded in uncertainty and difficuities • •• I sure think about 

some· way to get out oC'-here ... I have- considered a lot of routes, 

running f'r.-om one place to another-•.. r feel even. more that our- life 

is like that of wandering animals, drifting in sadness, despair and 

worries •.. I am extremely disillusioned by the word socialism_! ... Can 

you. spare some- money? Can you. send: me: a. few. clothes? I teli you 

truly, I have just two sets of clothes and two pairs of shoes and 

one woolen sweater and one, nylon coat and one Cur hat. Just that to 

get me through winter ... '" 

-- --- - - ---- -- ----------- - -------- -
- ---·. - -- •-':"""""""'f---~---
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I would not ask the press to accept this single_ account alone as 

evid~nce of massive human rights abuses . That is why I have asked these 

f our indi~iduals, each with a unique perspective, to return and join us 

here today. I hope that after this meeting you will ask them the ki nd of 

tough questions that the letter we have just read rai3es. I also hope 

that you will ask the same kind of tough questions of both the Soviet 

representatives here in Washington, and also of the representatives of 

the French, British) German and Italian governments as well. 

Given the evidence thus- far presented and the charges of mass terror 

and forced labor, it is the feeling of many here in the Senate that the 

Soviets should be prepared to cooperate in a full and complete investigat i on 

by the Red Cross o~ some other independent international commission . 

Western nations, too, should' be willing - in r-act, anxi.ous -- to have 

these grave allegations thoroughly aired. 

That i:! why I am asking tbe Senate to direct the State Department to 

investigate the extent to which forced labor is or will be employed in 

construction of the Yamal pipeline,. and report back t-0 the Senate with i n 

30 days on preliminary findings, with a final report due- January 1, 1983 . 

My resolution will also ~eminds federal agencies to abide by existing 

U.S. law and treaties respecting importations or goods produced with 

slave ·labor. I also note that the governments of the U.S.S.R. -, the United 

Ki ngdom, France, Germany and Italy are parties to the treaties to which I 

re::fer . 

I also have written to President Reagan this morning advising him of 

this proposal to be- considered by the Senate . 

Some months ago we began looking into this question of Soviet forced 
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labor camps involved in the Yamal pipeline, which has been called the 

largest East-West trade measure in hi.story. Evidence we have encountered 

clearly points to a modern day slave trade which rivals in scale, scope, 

and suffering the Nazi concentration camps or rorty years ago. 

There are many today -- both in Eµrope· and in our own country who 

would rather · not discuss or even think about. the character of the regime 

with which they so earnestly wish to trade. 

But I for one feel -- and I'm sure that the representatives of the 

Poli~h, Vietnamese and Russian people, with us in this room right now 

would agree -- that we, the free peoples of the West, mu.st consider the 

moral consequences .of our own actions. 

In· pressing the claims of these silent millions before the court of 

world opinion,. I. believe· we can fin<t a. worthy model. in the great American 

abolitionist William: Loyd. Garrison who -- in answer- to ·critics of his own 

outspqken campaign again.st human enslavement said: "I am in earnest -- I 

will not equivocate -- I w;ill not excuse· -- I will not retreat a single 

inch; and I wi.11 be heard."' 

' 
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. . .. . ··- ············. · .. ·············-···-··--·-------·- ... ·--······ ·-···- --- --

:submitted the followinl' resolution; which waa --·- ··-·----··· .. ··· --- ···-· .. 

. . . ··-········--·--····-···-·-----·---------------·-····- ··--

RESOLUTION 

Expressine the sense of the Senate with respect to human rights violations 

in connection with the construction of the trans~Siberian pipeline. 

~1er~as the Soviet Union is ~roceeding with its plan to build the 

trans-Siberian pipeline, known as the Yamal Pipeline; 

~,~reas there is Senate testimony that massive use of forced labor 

may be used by the Soviet Union to complete its construction; 

Whereas there are first-hand dissident report& that. there are four 

to seventeen million Soviet citizens now being held in some 

2,000 work. camps, in the Soviet Union and that. there are persis­

tent published reports of agreements to deport forcibly up to 

a half-million laborers from Vietnam to Soviet Union concentration 

camps tn direct violation of international agreements; 

Whereas the Vietnamese Government under the 1973- Paris Peace Agreements 

which were signed by former Secretary of Sta-te Rogers and North 

Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh guaranteed freedom 

of residence and freedom of work; 

Where~s there is concern tnat political prisoners from Poland and 

other Soviet satellite countries may also be forced to work 

on the Yamal Pipeline; 

II 



,. 

.. " ' . 

Wh~reas there have been estimates by Soviet dissidents 'of enormous 

loss of lives af workers forced to do the heavy, d-ir~y, dangerous 

work in Soviet labor campg.-,under sub-human conditions; 

Whereas if allegations of forced labor prove to be true, the participation 

of the West in furnishing either technology or financing to 

make the construction of the pipeline ·possible is tantamount 

to unwitting collaboration by the West in one of the most 

massive abuses of human rights in- history; 

Whereas the United_ States stands, as it has always · stood, in the 

forefront of the struggle for freedom and dignity of every human 

being: Now, therefore, be ft 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Resolved,. it is the sense of the Senate that. 

(L) ~he Secretary of State shoul4 -

(A) investigate the extent to which forced labor 

wiii be employed and human rights viol,ted in the . 

construction of the trans-Siberian pipel~ne and to 

cooperate with other Western nations which also seek 

to invest.igate such violations; and 

(B) report back. to the- Congress- within 30 days­

with his preliminary findings and with a. final repore 

by . .Ianua~y 1., 1983 ;, 

(2) the heads of the appropriate- FederaL agencies ~hould 

take the steps necessary to assure that the United States is 

abid.ing by existing treaties· respecting the importation of 

goods. produced. with slave- labor. 

- - ---·-----
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Forced to-Work on the Siberian Pipeline . 
. To tbe ldl1or: 

I welcame- tbe ODited Statel GoY­
CIIIDalt'a Olltlit>..., -3PP011tton to the· 
Slbertaa- natara1 .... plpeHne 1bec 
l'IIIOlllt • I wadei&tuid them. are 
palltlCI, ftmncemldefaa. . 

ButU... are other; for me farmont 
lmpomnt ...... to -deDouDce the 
project: CDnltl'UCtlon of tbe pipeline: 
mamtbedmtrucUoaof allstudardl 
ofmonlltyadbamallltarianil 

IspmtlSyanofmyUfeinaScmet 
aalal, oartns,tbat time. I.saw many, 
maDf people in-1oraUclw, all cmrthe 
Sarilt Onlm who 1Nnbelnsforcectto 
wort a , vtrtual sl&vea· ID bard-labor 
camps.: For a1mlllt the entire term at 
mytmpd•wm--. tWM:cmeof~I 
canu.lfJto tbe-JMmble.Wettone:of 
Irma rtpe,a tbat u.-occmrma. daily 
_blclldlr.toCllllltnlettbaptpellm 

And I' haft xecel...ed repam from 
varioU1 paam in die Scmet Unlan that 
manad mareprilamn amtmced to 
bard 1abar are beiniUllld fD camaact . u. pipellD& Their Jllllllber is .... 
..... , ... -It 100,000. may at: tbmn­
... ,.... far· poUUcal.. OS: . reUgloal, 
acUYtt1&. 

Darms'tbe pat two ,-n. • pat 
IIIIIIPbar of ... bud-lual' camps 
bavebem•up&lonltberoalaofthe 
pipeUm. Ill Ulty-llddm alum, time­
are elpt. Otbe,;a·are in· Ul'IDIOi. Sur­
aat. Tnda. and. Tyamm. Irb1t ml 
Lyna. Prim.rs are boulal ID 

wqoaa that offer DO real protection . 
from the elemenis. Winter tempera. 
tms. can be u low u minull -40 de- . 
sr-Fabnnbeit. 

'Iha -,gtneen who have bem­
brauabt ID·fnml West Germany baw 
DO contact wttb tbe WOl'Dl'II. In Bonw­
sid.- for enmple-. t.he skill,cl German 

· pe.aocmel are bouaed ID a hotel and 
are, under ccmtu1t K.G.B. watch. 
wesrern journalists aft'I allowed to ob­
.-ve amtructioa only after the ini­
tial barct labor (such u . m:avattan 
wort) ii completed.' 

Followinl la m m:erpt'from a I• 
ter I received frmD the pannta of a, 
Raala womm imprilamd for. me. 
pllyprindllslllbla: 

''Oard11,abtm bu_,. .,..,,.lrd"I 
IDOl!d». Ulltll the c:ompletlm of -
M!l•are. Ym ca well imagine haw 
t.-rib1e the c:mdltkJm !Qi pti9aa are 
for -. and - bealtli bu hem greedy affecied. 

"Sbe spmt many mamba in a peni­
tadilry ad.now ts ID a pri8ancamp 
wldcb,_il tbe-wont of tbe campl for 
womm ID. the Scmet Umoa. It is not 
pmlibleto deacribe it ID writing. One 
XIIUlt-itwttbone'sown.,,_. 

"Tbe camp ii located in the Taiga. 
far frmD any human NUleaMab, 11nd . 
it is ID a state of tora1 disrepair. Built 
to hold 800 prillamn, it DOW boldl 
2:I0,000. 

"Iadeecribable filth reips over the 

-·. ·-- - ·--·--··- ·-- -·------- --------- ---

camp. There are millions of lice and 
other bugs. The camp does not have 
its· own water supply, and there is aJ. 
ways a serious shortage. The prison­
ers receive only a bucket of water " 
week. 

"The food rations are so small as to 
barely keep:the women from dying of 
hunger. 'Iha daily workload is im . 
meme. There are three shifts, and thr. 
women must aJao work at nigbt. nae 
climate is very cruel : terrible-storms 
ml other horrible- weather. This is 
oaly a short summary of the condi­
Uolll under which our daughter fflUllt 
now live .. . " 

By supporting the pipeline-, Eum­
~ aovanmmta also support a total 
dllreprd of all standards of human 
rilfltll and, in effect~ abet the· virtual 
emlaYement of many innocent people 
for political and economic reasons. 

It is my hope- that these- massive 
vtoladoaa of human rights are widely 
apoeed 'Ibis is a matter of greatest 
moral coac:em; a, matter that must be 
acted upan now. The Soviet Union's 
grateat fear is that its- actiext will ~ 
known in tbe West; YURI BELC\' 

Frankfurt, July 23, 1982 

The writer heads a wonting commit­
tee for civil righu activists and pr,liti­
cal prisoners in tha Soviet Union that 
i, part of the Internationale Gesell­
sdta(t fur Menschenrechte (Interna­
tional Society for Human Rights). 
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uM:M: lipll"lla - tram tbe llidea.i'I! vast)' 
·4eep. But DO one CUQe when he did call for 
them. · 

It P.S a frustrating tbne. Tbe tieadllne 
wri~ tµrne4 happily to the v~ "def)'," 
wbicb lit.I ~ IQ a one-colwqn bead: 
"france Deftel Reagan Demand." Eng­
land clefted. Even Italy d«le4. 0.. tbe clay 
alter the prestdenr, speecb, tbe faraell 
Cabinet gan,ed up la a briatliag 8'&tement 
ol rejection: "There~~ DO llettlement 
freeze. We aball continue 10 establllll tbe'8 

.-bwf,_.,~ · 
'fburs., Sep.t ·t&, \982 

• --·· ··-~...... .....'" ..... , ,a.a.a 
•n Initialed for their closiag aeaslon. On 
the Thursday morning after tJie W~y 
nlgbt apeecb, It ~i hav, t,een better:~ 
such Arab monarcbll u Quaeln and Fab4 
tul4 been primed to answer their interview­
ers wtth qreeable reactiona. Mr. lteagan 
wu cut la the eqi~ role °' a 
'9ader without a followll!I. 

Tbe twin ~ may be m(lftt applU'­
e'" ttaan real. ID the matter ol the pipeline, 
tt wu aid that ute president' ~ olfeqded 
the J'r,ncb, but tbe freacll ~ a very 
olfenllve ~- What --.ve "'8Y ~ .for 
ua lately! ID any Uat ol - president's 100 
moat worrisome concema, olfepding the 

. fre~ w~ ·• In ~ •· Thia, too, 

... , lUlil -~gnl, ID bOUl instances, was 
that Mr. Reagan was playing poor poker. 
fie had no useful bole card !l,galnst France 
an4 . England, a~ he had DO politically 
reallatlc hole canl against fsrael. This la 
not when one calls. On second thought, 
with tbe expulsiol\ of the PLO from Leba­
.-00, Mr. Reagan may have caught one ol 
those tides in the affairs of men which, 
taken at the Oood, leads on to fortune. I 
seerp to be full ol Shakespeare Joday, but 
old BW was a fellow wbose works a presi­
dent could read with profit. 

Ja~ J. KUpahic~ ts a ~tioaally 
aymlicat~ writer wlloae col11m• from 
Wulllagtoa appean tllree tim~ •~kly. 

_'\ . 

Many o1 · the reforms . Muato SJX» 
were sti:uctural, 1111Ch as lte proposals 
led to enactment ol the optional co 
government charter law. But the com 
sion alao baa been credited with muc 
the clean water legislation now on 
books. It baa produced more than 2C 
porta related to county and local go, 
ment operations. 

Slave labor building the pipeline 

The commission, though penniless :­
the start ol the fiscal year, reorga..: 
1aat week. Senate President Carmen 
Orechlo, D-F.ssex, was elected chalm 
and Doris Dealaman, a Republican fl 
bolder In Somerset County, was ~Jee 
vice cl\ainnan. Samuel A. Allto, execut 
director of the Office of Legisl4tive Se 
lees, was renamed secretary. a post he I 
held slpce the commission was set up. 

Orecblo has lined up 18 co-SpQnsors 
a resolutioq that would provide a supp 
mental appropriation to keep the comm 
slon going as before. Allto noted· only 1 

peal of tbe law that permanent 
established the commission could end i 
existence. Tbe governor's veto of Its appr 
prlatlon · "just meana we're a commissic 
Without any money," he said. 

Si;CJET fll!TJLLlQ~NCE report.a 
~Yan •y,eaoine human ~1c·N>W . JJQk 4'1ldei-1t0Jl 

unfolding In Slbtria. A long, ' lonely -~~ 
ol llaVe laborers --,- tens ol thouaanda of 
faceless men, existing OD sajcbes aD4 . But thc;•Hyman Rights Bug:eau. tnslders 
water:.... are working' trom dawn ~ ·du-., ~y. la convlncfd of 'the ~l'flble µ-uth. 
laying the Siberiaq plpellpe. Pentagon lntelllgeQCt! experts *I.so ~llev, 

Tbe reports describe the ~ymoua the evidence ta compelling. 
workers as Soviet prisone~ aentence4 to JDteUigeace sources told qiy associate 
forced labor an4 Vietnames.e "voluntee,.-a" Lucette Lagnado that the lws&ians don't 
shipped. to Siberia to help pay olf Viet- evep bide the fact that Vietnamese "volun-
114m'a ~b~. They report.edly are worldllf . teera" are working tn the ·Sov1ei Union. 
under grim conditions for bare subslatance. The precise pumber coul<l ~ as hlgb as 
~ European allies are supplyipg vital 100,~. · 

!!CJulpment for the pipeline consttQCtioa, . Tbe sources insist, however, that the 
which makea them lndlrect partners In this youths are not volunfeera at all, bui are· 
DµlSSlve crime agaiDst buman rights. 1ent to Siberia against Uaelr will to work In 
· Of course, the l(remlin doesn't permit the harsh environment. According tq one 

tile Moaccnv Evening News to "1m the report, many are chlldren ol families that 
. brutal conditions for all the world to see. oppo&e4 the Viet Copg during tbe war. 
~c>hard proof ls lacking to bring formal Sen. WIWAm Annstrq, R-Colo., ~ 
ch!u'ges agalnat the Soviet taskmasters. receJ~ several lettera from Vletnamae 

· But letten frOIQ the Vietnamese Jabot· · emlpes who have ~anl frolll relatives 
~. postmarked In the Soviet Union, bave about tbe victimization of the. laborera. 
reacbed the outside world. Our lntelllgence ~ letters taave actually~ tbrou"1 
agencies have also put together other Jil· tbe lroo Curtain. 
sew piecel wluc;b form an appalllJII por- · "It la ~acly two IDODtba ~ J 1aat 
trait ol bumu aploltaUon. beard ~ IQY family In Vietnam," wrote 

THE ffATB DEPARTMENT baa been 
the ma&t cautious about ~ tbe 
Intelligence Clndinp. lta Pureau ol lllteW-
geace and Rellearcb publlabed - cl••lled 
IUJMW)' a few months ago clttn, report.I -
with ~ caaclllllw - that the Sov1eta .... 
usln, slave Jabof tQ ~t tbe L'Ofltai>­
Vfflial pipeline. 

one deso~te ~ptlve. "I do not. know what 
~ Mure baa ill•~ for me : . . lam 
~ tightly conlrl>Ued .•. Tbe pay 1- very 
low and Uvlng conditions tn -. Infamous 
~ ~ CJilel ... Uy life here la several 
tlmeS poorer all4 twsher than µa · v1ei-
aam.'' 
· }lt tella ol dreaming valnly of ways to 
,-cape all4 cl~ with WI polgna~t plea: 

"C;ln yoq ~ some money? Can you 
sencJ me .a few, {!lothes? I tell you trµly, l 
have just two ~ts or clothes and Jwo pairs 
of shoes and one woolen sweater and one 
nylon coat and one fur hat. Just tb4t to get · 
me thrlll,lgh the winter." · · 

TJl~E WERE THE DAYS- Now that' . TQOUGU THERE WAS some jealous 
the fighting in Beirut has died down au- among ~tors over the publicity Must 
thorttles are fondly recalling the ~ndly got out ol the commJssion, and tbus som 
arrangement that existed between l,srael satisfaction over its difficulties, the com 
and Lebanon before the civil war erupted . mission's supporters aeem conftdent tha 
in 1915. · · Orecblo'a resolution will be approved a111 

. Until then, a top secret CIA document that Kean will go along with the new chair 
~• there was· an "unwritten agree- ma~. Eugene J. Schnelder, the cammls 
ment between military (orces facing each Ilion s executive director. has been kept 0 ~ 

other on the ~ Co deliberately fire off- aa a temporary Legislative Services em­
target wben Israeli patrols penetrated ployeln anticipation of a return to business 
Lebanon to raid PLO nests. u usual. 

Said the. ~: "'lbe Lebanese reac- Kean made a number of line-Item 
tloq to Israeli patrols (was) normally • vetoes "to bring the budget Into balance 
limited to two rounds of artillery fire and create an adequate IUl'plua." 
_deliberately Intended to miss a target by He cut se.m> rrom the Legislature'R 
about 500 meters. U tbe rounds (came) too total budaet, reduclni It to $19,6e,4M. Be 
close, the Israelis return(ed) the fire _ sides deleting funds for · the County &JW 

also deliberately inaccurate _ as a •re- Munlclpal Government Study O>inmlsslno. 
pdnder."' be vetoed a $250,000 appropriation for ~ 

According to the report, this agreement propoae4 leglalative Commission oa f.cono­
allawed Lebanon to "maintain the political- my, Efflclency and Productivity in Govern­
ly expedient fiction that It (was) reacting ment and a $35,000 budget item for a com 
to the Israeli Incursion." mission on the proJIC'Sed sale of state land. 

The arrangement to .avoid a confronta­
~on was worked out during discussions 
periodically held at a bordel' village · be­
twee11 Lebanese and Israeli officials. 

Jadl .btlenoe la a Wulling&oa-buetl 
ayadicate4 col■mnlsl. 

bv Garrv Tr• .r1o ... • 

THE IDEA FOR creating a 
commission on economy. efficiency, and 
productivity and giving It $250,000 to work 
with came OQt ol the Legislature's appro­
priations committee. As a result ol Kean's 
veto, the proposed commission may be the• 
first In the history ol gov~rnment thal ever $. 
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USE. OF" ELEC.TR IC SHOCK O.N- RUSS I AN PEACE MOVEMENT MEMBERS 

Wet l ln:fo:rm-eci s.ou.rc:as lrt Hosc:ow tta:ve: brought to the, attentlorr of 
the ISMR' Irr. Fr-ank.fu.rt/tit·a-tr,,,., ttrat al'"'tls.t Sergej B-a-towrrn.: age: ZS. ► wh-o 

• rs. • leactrng; membe:I'"' ~f the unofffc;.J.af Ru.ss-la-n, Pe•ce Movement was ar-r-est­
~dl cm A-ugu~e ~► . 1-9:-S'Z: arid. Farceai,t-,. coff'ffneci ta. ttte K'oscow. P's.yen r at.r-i c; 
C.H111r~ #tie, .. 

- .. :· ... .. 
Desi,tte- the: fact d,ae-' trfs wi.f'• ftact af'Ftc:taf per.-m·tss ran. t0- wlist't. 

Ser-~•l _aatow.r-Frr. _ a,._- S-ul'f"ctayr..,.· August tS.., t9;8'Z.,. s.he was derTf,ect per•fssfoni 
anct: ~tven, no r-ctas.ors-.. ttrs.: lratow-rt·r,_ su.c:c.esd.e.d\ '"' taJ.kfrig·to he.- tru.sbaR'ct 
tb.rou.gt. • wtn•ct.o. arr cf was to tel by ttria at: ttTat e-1 me that h-e: •as ltef1Yg, 
~iYeri. 0:Ye,.doses. oF. the- clru~ "ne .. r-otet:trka-1

•. Thf's C:r,'ft'T--c:a-tt., aff-ec:ted · 
h- rs. i. rood- ~J: ,.c:u. tat:for,-... He- afsa to l ct trer tftat- tte was -p-a r "fu. l Ty. a.bu.sect · 
w-tth elec:trtc: stT-o~ ancl be:c:au of' tbtts h:e. nromentar-rty- last con-sc:rou.s-

"•ss. . · • -- • ~ .. :~~-f~fjr~W:E:-:{~i;!;~fit:{:/ / ,.- / . . . · .. 
11,e Scnafec ·s-~t--ee Polrc:e~ K.c~s .• ...... defr~rte.Jy tr,in~ •ttt-,- t~- -

_above~inent.tartect t'or-t111·e. arettrads. to- ctest:roy, tht R:~Srs.i,art Pe-ac:e fltoYennmt,. 
-tt?Jdr ts. r~ th• s,rocess- oe: tl•h•~. estab Hshed. 14.·fJl'I/I' ·peace nt0v•••nt '-"' . the 
Wesc. Ts; re·c:ar.vect •itt, er,t:busras•.;. b~c.. t.h,st I"' ow...- trtcfepencterit peac:e IIIGY&-

mer,e is cal?ect:· aa ..-anti-Sa.I•~- c:-p•fg.n,1"... · •• 

~~,::.{ff,~~;:..,._;-~i:~~..l;.1:~tt.:.,·~-i:;{~~:J~.:,~-~~ ... ; "i .. . , :-~~ - :f'~- ~ . -~~~~-·· 

O'ne tru.nc:t.nrcf- se.¥en:ty SaYFet· c:refz.erts h·ave s rg:necf th:e ctec:.J-ar-atr o.,.,- o.f'" 
·th-e: u.1Tof-rfcla1' R'u.ssTani ~eace- l+o'le.men:t wh-Tc.h- i .s c.onc:e:r-n:ad. '#Ith> disar.mamen1 
of tfTe ~ovtat Un<tan:.. Clf' the tlC,, ta: paop-l"a ltave be~ ar-restec:t.,. These 
1iAJc:.l1.1,de:. Ote.g; R:ad.sfris.k-ij,.. ag.e ZJ., a 11h'Hol0:~r.s.t,. Je.terra W,akartsc:h:l&k. age 
30. a.nrd'. Waled.j Go:cfJak.., ~g• itiz __ 

Jit~s:- llatow...-rrJ? . ts' urgently- appeaftrtg: t:o the en,trre- fr-eet wo:r-lcl peac::a 
rn-ove.merit' to- suppol"t· tur·r- lt&isba·n-ct and- ot:he.r- Teadf n,g; members o-F tfte u,nof­
f i c::i a T. , j,e,ace. movenrenit a.r-gan-r zed ·lxy- the Ru.ss.l a-ri peop I e. 

:!tr: 
·--·---,.-- ... -"'"--',_ -~ :.- :; : ,;,~.<.G~:s:'."" 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

In the last couple of months we ha~e received information 

from the Soviet Union, through correspondence and by telephone, 

that prisoners, in great numbers, in the construction of the 

gas pipelines Siberia-Europe as cheap slave-labor are employed. 

Among them champions of human rights, prisoners of conscience, 

religious offenders and also women. 

As it happened at previous construction projects in the 

Soviet Union, conditions at the construction sites of the 

gas pipelines Siberia-Europe are inhuman. Bad food, insuffi'cient 

clothing and housing, inadequate medical care and work 

projection, cruel penalties when norms are not met characterize 

the situation. 

With their information these slave-laborers want to alert 

us and at the same time they call for help. 

For this reason the International Society for Human 

Rights published on June 23, 1982, a press bulletin and an 

open letter to the Federal Chancellor, Schmidt, requesting a 

stop of the project based on moral and humanitarian grounds. 

The echo was surprising. The International Society for Human 

Rights received, almost exclusively, support from the people. 

And there is new information and evidence. Yet, while the 

Federal Ministry of Foreign Af.fairs is still trying to verify 

our information, the Federal Chancellor hastened to assure 

our concerned citizens that this information "is not correct." 

The official Soviet news agency TASS went on August 8, 1982, 

even further calling our information "dirty lies." 



In order to enable every reader to form his or her own 

opinion, the International Society for Human Rights presents 

this documentation. To the governments of Western Europe 

we propose that they create an international commission of 

trade unions to examine working conditions in the construction 

of the gas pipelines in Siberia. Such an examination ought 

to be in the best interest of the Soviet Government too. 

We hope that our documentation will conttib.ute ✓to a · new 

critical evaluation of the natural gas project. 

Can we become accessories to the exploitation of slave 

laborers? 

Forced labor of concentration-camp prisoners was not 

only defined and rendered punishable as a crime against 

humanity at the trials of war criminals in Nuremberg, but it 

is condemned every year as real slavery by the Human Rights 

Commission of the United Nations. 

We would like to ask all people to show their sympathy 

with the victims of human rights violations by sending 

packages to the exiled, prisoners, or their relatives. 

We will help you in your efforts. 

Signed, Dr. Med. Reinhard Gnauck, 
Chairman, 
Frankfurt/M.8-1-6-1982 

't 



NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME ..• 

Since its foundation, forced labor has been in existence 

in the Soviet Union. 

Lenin saw in forced labor the best means to educate the 

"riew man." Through forced labor the Party hoped to generate 

a collective consciousness in the people. The founders of 

the Soviet Union valued people exclusively for their utility 

for society. Thus, the working man became a work-tool. 

The first forced laborers in the Soviet Union were 

intellectuals and Russian Orthodox priests in the Solovetzkij 

Islands at the White Sea in 1918. 

In later years millions were sent to criminal camps 

for various crimes. The indictments were, in the vast 

majority of cases, faked in order to generate cheap labor. 

During the 30 years of Stalin's rule, hundreds of 

factories, canals, streets and even entire cities were built 

by the hands of forced laborers. All these were officially 

called "Great Constructions of Communism." Among the "Great 

Constructions of Communism" are the White Sea-East Sea Canal, 

the Hydroelectric Plant of Dnepr, the Baihal-Arnur Power Plant 

and Railroad, the Moskau Metro, the Volga-Don Canal and 

enormous steel plants in the Ural and Kasakhstau. 

Until the revelations of Khrushchev in 1956, millions 

of forced laborers died in concentration camps. Yet, while 

under Stalin only prisoners were sent to forced-labor camps, 

Khrushchev introduced a new form of forced labor. Since 1956, 
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people can be forced to work on forced-labor project 

without having been sentenced by a court for the commission 

of a special crime. People are also sent to forced-labor 

camps by single administrative orders. 

The tragedy of millions of forced laborers consists of 

the fact that they are denied basic human rights, that they 

must live under inhuman conditions, that they are isolated 

from their relatives, that they do not receive enough food, 

and that they suffer from totally inadequate medical care. · 

The attention should not only focus on political 

prisoners but without exception on all forced laborers, for 

each person has a right to be treated as a human being. 

These conditions not only damage the forced laborers 

but also mankind, which is imperiled by the possibility of 

getting used to these. terrible facts. And this means a danger 

to our civilization. 

Signed, Yurij Below 
Head of the Working Committee 
on the s. U. of the 
International Society for 
Human Rights 
Frankfurt/M., 8-16-1982 



EXCERPT FROM A VERDICT 
OF THE NUREMBERG TRIALS 1946 

As far as the crime against humanity is concerned, 

there is no doubt that political opponents of Germany, 

prior to the outbreak of the war, were murdered and that 

many of them were held in concentration camps under the 

most terrible and gruesome conditions. This politics of 

intimidation was for sure carried out and was in many cas-es 

organized and well thought out. 

I 
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STATE-SLAVES IN THE SOVIET UNION, 

A LEGAL AND HISTORICAL COMMENTARY 

Prof. Michael Vosslensky, Munich 

The usual pathetic Soviet phrase states that the 

Soviet State was born with the word "peace" on its lips. 

This lip service was quickly followed by another one: 

forced labor. Already two months after the October revolution, 

a decree on "prison work troops" was drafted and promulgated 

by the People's Kommisariat for Justice on January 18, 1918. 

In September 1918 the first concentration camps, work 

colonies and work homes were created as~ part of the Red 

Terror. In early 1919, the Bolshevik Party published its 

program which, among other items, contained the principles of 

criminal law enforcement in the Soviet State. Instead of 

prisons, the principles favored corrective labor facilities 

as the normal form of deprivation of liberty with the objective 

"to engage the condemned persons in productive work for the 

society." 

In 1920 Trotsky laid the groundwork for the theoretical 

justification of forced labor in a socialist society. Trotsky 

called for the "militarization of work" and for the formation 

of "work armies." 

After Stalin's ascendancy to power, concentration camps 

became the major places of forced labor. A decree on the 

Criminal Politics and the Condition of Prisons of March 1929 

created new work colonies in the Soviet Union. Another decree 

of the Central Executive Committee of the Council of People's 
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Cornmisars of the Soviet Union,on· November 6, 1929, listed as 

prisons corrective labor camps in densely populated areas 

of the Soviet Union, as well as corrective labor colonies for 

convicted persons up to three years. 

In the course of the "liquidation of landlords as a 

class," these labor camps received new functions. In a decree 

published on April 7, 1930, the Communists claimed that in 

contrast to "the capitalist concentration camps," the corrective 

labor camps "are not facilities designed to exterminate class 

opponents." 

Since this was written three years before Hitler's 

ascendancy to power, when not a single concentration camp was 

in existence in Nazi Germany, this statement is clearly 

indicative of Stalin's state of mind at that time. Beginning 

with 1930, these camps in fact became extermination camps. 

Under Khrushchev between five and six million victims of the 

GULAG system were rehabilitated post mortem. Yet these were 

only a part of those exterminated by Stalin. In a conversation 

with Khrushchev, Stalin claimed that in various camps five 

mi'llion landlords were murdered. Thus, the number of the 

murdered reached over 10 million, which clearly exceeds the 

number of those killed .in Nazi concentration camps. Though 

the method of extermination was different. In Stalin's camps 

people were murdered by starvation, hard labor and cold 

temperature. 

The Soviet prison system was made more human after the 

20th Party Congress. The word "camp" was substituted with the 

word "colony." GULAG (Main Department of the Ministry of the 



Soviet Union to Administer the Camps) was renamed to GUITU 

(Main Department of Organs of Corrective Labor), and the 

number of detainees decreased. The number began to increase 

again at the beginning of the -1970s. 

Yet the principles of criminal law enforcement remained 

the same. Prisoners are forced to participate in slave labor. 

Their number is still terrifyingly high. In Soviet cities 

there are as many prisons as in the West. Yet only 0.3% of 

the convicted persons were to be found in city prisons in 1971. 

Consequently, the rest of the prisoners must be detained in 

labor camps. This way millions of convicted persons are 

prisoners in concentration camps. They build a separate class . 

of Soviet society: the class of state slaves. In a lecture 

at the second World Congress for Soviet and East European 

Studies (Garmisch-Partenkirchen) September 30 through October 4, 

1980, I previously described the existence of this class of 

Soviet ·society~--

The constitution of the Soviet Union devotes not a single 

word to them. Yet perhaps Article 60 can be interpreted as 

a vague reference to them when it states that: "The refusal 

to render socially valuable work is irreconcilable with the 

principles of the socialist society." 

But other official Soviet sources, s .uch as "The Principles 

of the Corrective Labor Legislation of the Soviet Union and 

the Union Republics, the Criminal Codes of the Union Republics 

of the Soviet Union 11 and a conunentary entitl-ed "The Soviet 

Corrective Labor Law," provide an insight into the situation 

of this class of people without legal rights. 



Most of the Soviet forced laborers are in Corrective 

Labor Colonies and (juveniles) in Education Labor Colonies. 

There are also forced laborers who are not considered prisoners. 

They live::.in exile under the supervision of the local administrative 

agencies. They cannot leave the place of their exile and must 

work as forced laborers. Otherwise, they are free. Since this 

category of forced laborers originally worked in the 

construction of chemical facilities, they are called in the 

slang of the prisoners "the chemists." In Russian they are 

called "Seka," which is an abbreviated form of the word 

Saklutschonnyj (the locked-ups). 

Finally, there is the last category of those who work as 

forced laborers without even being exiled. In most of the 

cases, they work in the factories in which they hold jobs. 

They are considered as convicts. Their salary _is subject to 

a specified reduction which is returned to the state. That 

is the most shameless form of forced labor. [A comment of 

the interpreter: The constitution · states that work is the most 

sacred right and duty of every citizen. How this sacred right 

and duty can be turned into punishment is beyond the comprehension 

of a sound-minded person.] A variation of this forced labor 

is the "15-day detention" for "Rowdjturn." Those convicted for 

this particular crime are forced to work as apprentices, etc. 

This group of forced laborers build a social and psychological 

bridge between the "free" slaves of the Soviet society and 

the state slaves. 

The Labor Colonies vary according to their ,reg.irne. There 

are four regimes: (1) The general, (2) the enforced, (3) the 



strong, and (4) the special regime. In addition, there are 

five "community colonies" for persons who committed negligent 

crimes and six community colonies for those who "are on the 

way of progress." In prisons there are two regimes: the 

general and the strong. _ 

Soviet law enforcement is not limited to deprivation of 

liberty. The most important principle of Soviet law enforcement 

is the maximum exploitation of the forced laborer. So was it 

in Stalin' s GULAG; ·. so is it today with GUI TU. The second 

most important principle of Soviet law enforcement has 

admittedly changed. Under Stalin (since 1930), it was the 

annihilation and exploitation of the . forced laborer. The 

objective was to inflict "suffering and hardship" as a 

"punishment." The commentary of the Lomonosov University to 

the Soviet Corrective Labor Law states that "without hardship 

and suffering, that means without punishment, ~riminal 

penalty is inconceivable." 

Although Soviet law forbids "the imposition of unnecessary 

and by its objectiv~ unjustifiable suffering as a punishment, 0 

the limits of this prohibition have always been very vague. 

In short, Stalin's camps accomplished the annihilation 

I 2. 

of the condemned. T_oday' s camps impose tortures on the prisoners. 

The main method of torture is the most intensive exploitation 

of workers' abilities. The prisoners are obligated to work 

48 hours a week. Non-prisoners work only 41 hours. Prisoners 

have no vacation, even if they are sentenced to 15 or 25 years 

or prison. They can only rest on Sundays. Yet even on Sundays, 



the camp management can order the prisoners to work. The 

years of forced labor do not count as years of employment. 

Consequently, these years are not taken into account when 

eligibility for retirement is considered. And if a prisoner 

becomes invalid (crippled), as a result of the inhuman 

treatment in the camp, he has no right to any benefit after 

his release. 

The disability of prisoners is not recognized at all. 

Article 27 of the Corrective Labor Legislation states: "Every 

convicted person must work." Pursuant to this provision, 

even disabled (crippled and invalid) persons are forced to work. 

They also work 48 hours and are not entitled to any vacation. 

The age of the prisoner is in no way taken into consideration. 

And the management is not obligated to take into account the 

qualifications of the prisoners. 

Everything depends on the regime of the colony. The 

Principles explicitly state that the prisoner must be used at 

particularly hard labor in the colonies with special regimes. 

But this provision applies equally to other regimes. 

The Soviet daily "Khasachstanskaja Pravda" wrote: "In general, 

the prisoners do hard labor. Also the norms that the prisoners 

must fulfill are very high. Yet here no changes can be made. 

A colony is no vacationing resort. It is. a penal facility. 

Here one must work and work with the sweat of his own face." 

How much does this work cost the Soviet ·state? Almost 

nothing. 



The management deducts from th.e salaries of the hard-working 

prisoners: (1) For the salaries and other expenses of the 

staff, (2) board and ·lodging of the prisoner. 

There are no further expenses for the .state. Consequently, 

the prisoners themselves finance their own slavery. After 

paying for everything, the prisoners are guaranteed 10% of their 

earnings. Even this amount can be denied if the plan was not 

fulfilled or the prisoners violated prison regulations. In 

both cases, the prisoner receives no salary at all. In 

addition, the management of the colony can· order the prisoners 

to take care of the premises and the adjacent land. 

Mistreatment and annihilation of prisoners under Stalin 

was described above. The Soviet prison system exposes the 

prisoners to permanent mistreatment. This mistreatment is 

not the result of bureaucratic subjectivism. No, it is demanded 

by law. The main requirement of the colony regimes is, 

according to Soviet law, "the unconditional isolation of the 

convicted person and his permanent supervision." Prisoners 

wear prisoner uniforms. They can be searched; . their 

correspondence is censored and packages are opened. They 

cannot carry money or other valuables . . Violations A:>.f :.these 

restrictions trigger . immediate penalties. 

According to data released by the World Health Organization, 

persons performing physical work need 3100 to 3900 calories 

per day. The so-called "normal" ratio No. l in the colony 

with strong regime is 2500 calories. Ratio No. 9a (so-called 

penal ratio) contains 2100 calories. Ratio 9b (the regime of 

reduced food) has 1400 calories on the first day and only 900 



calories on the second day. Thus, a prisoner receives an 

average of 1500 calories -- only 30% of the necessary intake 

of calories. These numbers attest to the permanent torture 

of the prisoners throQgh hunger. It also demonstrates the 

hopelessness of their situation. With the hunger ratio No. ·1 

they cannot fulfill the plan in the long run. As a result, 

they will be punished with lower ratios, which in turn reduce 

their potential to perform adequately. This way the 

prisoners are turned into animals. Under Stalin it was common 

knowledge that cannibalism was prevalent in the camps. 

A. Martschenko claims in his book · "My Testimony" that such 

cases are not rare even today. 

In this commentary we limited ourselves to official Soviet 

sources. Although the reality is more horrifying than the 

official presentations are, even these official sources 

demonstrate the tragedy of the situation. 

A person cannot always choose his neighbors and the 
'1 
• structure of the so-called "real socialism" is as it is. But 

this . does not mean that the West should participate in the 

exploitation of the state slaves in the East. Such a participation 

can inflict, above all, political and moral damage on the West 

itself. 

I .) 



EXPLANATION OF DEFINITIONS 

Forced laborers in the Soviet Union can be grouped as 

the following: 

(1) Exiled convicts: Many prisoners must spend additional 

time in exile after serving their sentences. Others are sent 

directly by the courts into exile without serving any time in 

prison prior to that. The convicted persons can move freely 

within their place of exile. They cannot leave their place of 

exile without the permission of the cominand center, and they 

are locked in for the night. During the day prisoners and their 

activities are tightly controlled by the command center. 

(2) Prisoners: Convicted persons who are imprisoned 

either directly in a camp in which their workplace is located 

or who are imprisoned elsewhere and are escorted to a certain 

factory or _other work facility. 

(3a) Conditionally Released Prisoners: This category of 

prisoners is not required to live in a camp or colony while 

they are taken to perform forced labor. Of course, these 

prisoners are supervised by the command center of their workplace. 

They are forbidden to leave the area in which they are employed. 

As a rule, they work in the spring and summer months. They 

are cal.led "chemists." The months they spend on forced labor 

are not considered as time spent in prison. 

(3b) Persons sent to work on the Building Grounds of the 

National Economy without a court decision. These persons are 

committed to forced labor pursuant to decisions handed down by 

various administrative organs and agencies. 



SELECTED TESTIMONIES FROM THE WEST 

Peter Bergmann, age 62, retired, between 1974 and 1977 

in criminal camp for attempting to obtain a passport. 

Since 7-2-1980 he resides in the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Address: Eutiner Strasse 14, 4800 Bielefeld 17. 

"I was in the criminal camp JAZ 34/2 in Tjumen. I 

heard from many fellow prisoners that there are many more 

camps along the gas pipelines. I cannot recall the addresses 

of those camps, but I remember that they are in the Tu~dra 

and the Taiga. The prisoners are brought to the camps 

handcuffed, by planes and helicopters. Many work in the 

construction of the railroad which is built between Surgut 

and the Northern territories and in the construction of the 

gas pipelines. 

The prisoners do the most dangerous and hard work along 

the entire construction site of the pipelines. They clear the 

way through the Taiga for the pipelines, build streets and 

bridges - also cabins and camp facilities. 

In areas where foreign specialists work, no prisoner can 

be found. They were transferred to areas where foreigners do 

not work. Only conditionally released prisoners and volunteer 

Komsomol brigades are employed with foreigners. 

These conditionally released prisoners, or "chemists" 

as they are called in prisoners' slang, are basically season 

workers and will be returned in autumn to their camps. 

The months which they spend working as forced laborers 

are not counted. Thus, they spend twice as much time in prison 

as their verdicts call for. 

I I 
Af 



From our camp prisoners were sent to various towns which 

are situated along the gas pipeline route. These towns are: 

Surgut, UreMgoj, Salechard and even the peninsula of Jama!. 

On the peninsula there are many camps, mainly with strong 

regime. 

The conditionally released prisoners live in cabins. 

There are two or more persons in a cabin. The cabins are 

not equipped with flowing water. Water can only be found in 

the towns. The prisoners receive I.D. cards and pay for their 

board and lodging. They are permanently supervised by the 

commando center and are forbidden to leave the area without 

permission. In addition, they must return to their cabins 

by 10:00 p.m. 

The hard labor and the insufficient food ratios lead to 

illnesses and physical deterioration. A prisoner cannot 

visit a physician without the permission of the supervisor. 

If the prisoner does not fulfill his norm, he will be punished. 

Bielefeld, August 1982 

4v 



Einar Komp, age 50, computer technician, former political 

prisoner (1969-1979). 

Address: 64 lag 923 17163 Solua, Sweden. 

There are forced laborers employed in the construction of 

the gas pipelines of Siberia-Europe. I personally know 

about JUS-34/22 (Camp Center Vorkutiuskij Lagerhij Komplex) 

and WS 389 (Camp Center Pernsluk Komplex). 

I object to the gas business and propose that the governments 

of Western Europe must demand that the Soviet Government 

explain the use of prisoners in the construction of the gas 

pipeline. 

Sweden, August 1982 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CAMP JAZ-34/2 IN TJUMEN 

Address: 625014, Tjumen Territory, Town Tjumen, utsch. JAZ-34/2 

The camp is located about 3 to 5 kilometers to the north of 

the township Tjumen or about 8 to 10 kil·ometers away from 

the railroad station. The camp is in existence since 1966. 
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Quoting from Page 25 of selected testimonies from the Soviet 
Union - written information from Mrs. A.P., resident of 
Moscow, July, 1982. 

My family, which means my husband, me, and our children, 

attempted for a long time to obtain a passport in order to 

leave the Soviet Union. Our applications have been rejected 

a couple of times with the justification that my uncle is a 

Soviet military officer in the North with a special division 

in the Hanty-Manssijskij District. Officially my uncle is 

an engineer with a "pioneer" unit. Despite this fact, the 

government claims that he knows military secrets and for 

this reason we couldn't obtain a passport from the Soviet 

authorities. At the end of last year my uncles visited us 

unexpectedly in Moscow and told us that he was released from 

the Army because of disability. During our conversation I 

learned the following: 

My uncle was employed as a construction engineer at 

various projects. He worked on the peninsula Famal and 

also in Perm in the Ural Mountains. The officers and soldiers 

were told that with the construction of the gas pipeline 

from Siberia to Western Europe the defense of the northern 

territories of the Soviet Union should be strengthened. 

They explained that the influx of manpower will inhabit the 

densly populated Siberian territories and secondly the pipeline 

will help to supply army units in the North with gas and oil. 

They also said that the Soviet Union, by convincing Western 
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Europe to finance and build the pipeline, outsmarted them 

and in this way the Soviet Union wouldn't have to divert 

manpower and other financial resources to the construction 

of the gas pipeline in Siberia. They also said that Soviet 

prisoners will be sent to help to build the pipeline, thus 

further reducing the costs for the Soviet Union. My uncle 

was surprised by the stupidity of Western politicians who 

willingly help the Soviet Union to strengthen its military 

forces by supplying modern technology and strategic materials 

to the Soviet Union. He also claimed that these deliveries 

help the Defense Ministry of the Soviet Union to save money 

and use these resources in other areas. My uncle also 

claimed that along the entire pipeline the Soviets are 

building smaller pipelines which shall lead to different 

military facilities. He also said that the natural gas 

will help to light these facilities. I am sure that with 

releasing this information I won'd damage my uncle because 

he is very ill. His illness resulted from heavy exposure 

to nuclear radiation and he is about -to die. His situaiton 

is not unique. There are hundreds of people who were 

exposed to radiation. 

2- ( 



Page 26 - Information related on the phone by Mr. P. S. from 
Moscow, July, 1982. 

"Because of my criticism of the Regime, I was kicked out 

of the institute for mine construction. Because of this, no 

one wanted to employ me. When I was called by the .K.G.B., 

they explained to me that I could voluntarily go to the 

construction of the natural gas pipeline before they would 

send me forcibly to the same place. They also said that I 

had the chance as a volunteer to go and work there. So I 

went to Tjumen where I received an order to go to Urengoj. 

In Urengoj, which is a small, dirty city with primitive cabins 

and buildings, I worked for a year. I had to share a small 

room with three other workers. Immediately on the first 

day I was told that at the construction site there are 

prisoners employed and I am forbidden to talk to them or 

to tell anything about them. If I refused to obey these 

restrictions, they would send me to prison, too. For 11 

months, I was able to observe how deadly and unjustly those 

prisoners and exiled convicts were treated. They were 

supervised by volunteers who didn't do hard labor. At 

particularly or especially dangerous works these prisoners 

were employed with the justification that if they worked 

hard, they would be re leased sooner. During these 11 months , 

I wintnessed numerous accidents with deadly outcome which 

was engendered by gas explosions and gas poisoning. In the 

summer the concrete was delivered in open trucks, and it 
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became so hard during the journey that the prisoners had to 

break it up with their naked hands, which became bloody in 

the process. Also, the heavy equipments which were delivered 

from abroad were handled by these prisoners. We had numerous 

accidents while trying out these new equipments, particularly 

because no one could read and understand the instructions. 

So in this way a lot of prisoners got injured, or even died. 

I tried on numerous occasions to launch a complaint with the 

Union, but the answer I received was, and I quote - "You 

shouldn't feel sorry for those. They should have been killed 

long ago anyway. They must be happy that they received an 

opportunity to better themselves." The prison camp is not 

located in Urengoj, but 2 kilometers further in the Taiga 

so that the inhabitants of the city are not aware of the 

existence of this camp. I had the chance to talk to soldiers 

who served in this Camp, and I learned from them that there 

is a high mortality rate among the prisoners. In addition, 

they also told me about suicide cases - not only among the 

prisoners, but also among the young soldiers who could not 

tolerate the misery of the prisoners and shot themselves. 

The most terrible was the view of female prisoners who 

had to perform the same kinds of jobs men did. They were 

absolutely dirty, and they did not have a chance to change 

their clothing or to wash themselves. In wintertime the 
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guards had winter clothing and they had a chance to warm 

their hands at an open fire while the prisoners had to work 

in their summer clothing and did not have a chance to warm 

themselves up. 



This Translation is the Third Testimony on Page 28 of the 
German Text. It is also from information relayed on the 
phone by Mr. I.P. from Tjumen, June, 1982. 

The testimony is as follows: 

"On June 15, 1982, Mr. I.P. called an acquaintance in the 

West and told him the following: 

Already in the Camp I heard that prisoners have a chance 

to work in the construction of the gas pipeline for Europe. 

Based on the very hard working conditions in the Camp, many 

prisoners are willing to volunteer to go to work on the 

pipeline because they consider themselves to be more free 

than being locked up in the Camp. I also volun~eered, with 

about 50 others, to go to Tjumen where we were locked up in 

a temporary prison where we stayed for 10 days until the 

militia and M. w. D. determined where we would · be working. ·r, 

myself, came with a couple of others to Special Work Place 

No. 7 which is located near Kirpitshnyj, a small village in 

the neighborhood of Tjumen. We were ordered to follow the 

orders of the local officer at this Special Work Site. We 

were staying in a railroad car. There was only a place for 

4 men. Although we had electricity, we had no flowing water. 

Others were housed in cabins which were left from Stalin's 

time. More were in quickly built homes - usually two-story 

buildings without any comfort. These places do not have 

names; they are simply called "Special Work Site Number So­

and-S011 with reference to the camp management of the 



2 

territory in question. Those prisoners who are sent to these 

work sites must start to work immediately. Among the prisoners 

there are also political prisoners and prisoners of conscience. 

The work is mostly physical. We had to insulate the pipes, 

had to move those pipes from one site to another, dig 

manually the holes in which these pipes were sunk, and we 

:also .. had to assist with the setting up of electricity and 

telephone cables in various areas. In these work sites 

where we had to struggle to overcome the adverse effects of 

permanent frost - we had to blow up, occasionally, the earth. 

We were guarded by soldiers and dogs. Mobil camps and the 

prisoners are moved with the progress of the works along 

the entire pipeline. The food is bad. There was no medical 

attention in the cabins or the railroad cars. It is bitter 

cold. Discipline is very cruel and it is given frequently. 

To my knowledge, currently there are 14 criminal camps 

belonging to the camp complex Tjurnenlag: Nishnaja Tawda, 

Ussetsk, Jalutorowsk, Sawodoukowsk Ipim, Maiitza, two camps 

in Tobolsk and two camps in Tjurnen itself. 

All the heavy labor which I mentioned before, will be 

carried out not only by men but also by women and children 

(who come from various correction facilities). Currently 

I would say there are over 100,000 forced laborers who 

work on the construction of the gas piepline to Europe. 11 



Nene ZurcheR Zeitung 15/16 August 1982 

"GAS FROM THE ARCHIPEL GULAG" 

Rarely has a dementi been so obviously false as the 

latest denial issued by the Soviet news agency TASS over 

the publication of information by the International Society 

for Human Rights regarding the use of slave-labor in the 

construction of the gas pipeline from Northern Siberia to 

Western Europe. In addition, the French press was essential 

to shed more light on this aspect of the shabby natural gas 

deal. The prominent Soviet expert, Michael Vosleusky, who 

himself was employed at the Kreml, gave an interview to "Die 

Welt". In this interview he called attention to "the 

unsettling facts regarding the use of Soviet concentration 

camp prisoners in the construction of the gas pipeline." He 

sees in these reports an unmistakable sign of the KGB's intent 

to have the hard labor carried out by prisoners. 

TASS called the information, especially the story that 

appeared in 11 France-Soir.11
, a "dirty forgery. 11 In addition, 

TASS accused members of the Frankfurt-based International 

Society for Human Rights of having been participants in Hitler's 

attack on Russia. Whether the Soviets displayed the same 

degree of diligence in investigating the past of these politicians 

with whom they are doing the pipeline business is not known. 

At any rate, TASS suspects Washington to be the real source 

of the information. As far as we could ascertain, the TASS 

denial was solely addressed to the West. PRAVDA and IZVESTIJA, 
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the two government dailies, did not print the denial. Were they 

afraid of making the Soviet citizens aware of the information? 

Moreover, Tass did not deny the existence of concentration camps 

and political prisoners in the Soviet Union. The denial from 

Moscow was limited to the remark that the construction of the 

pipeline requires highly qualified personnel and the most modern 

techniques which render the use of slave-labor impossible. 

The pipeline between Urengoj and Ushgorod is, in fact, a huge 

undertaking. According to Soviet sources, the pipeline will be 

3650 kilometers long, from which 150 kilometers will run through 

the frosty Tundra, 700 kilometers through muddy area, 545 kilometers 

through the rocky mountains of the Ural and the Carpathians. 

In addition, builders of the pipeline will have to overcome 

500 rivers and at least that many roads and railroad tracks. 

According to plans, the construction will require the moving 

of 500 million cubic meters of earth. The builders will have 

to lay, in every 100 kilometers, one million tons of steel 

pipes. This all will require an enormous commitment of labor 

force which is a rarity in the Soviet Union. 

In the Soviet press there is frequent criticism regarding the 

lack of adequate working conditions and insufficient technology. 

The charges that in the construction of the gas pipeline 

slave laborers are employed were substantiated by eye witnesses 

and other information. No one should think, or believe that 
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in light of Helsinki, human rights, or because of protests in 

the West, Moscow will reduce or give up readily available 

and cheap labor in construction of the pipeline. 



WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS? 

The International Society for Human Rights is a 

humanitarian organization, a free initiative of citizens which 

supports those people who in their respective countries 

engage in activities designed to fulfill human rights. 

In this respect we are not only concerned with political 

prisoners but also reunification of families and so forth. 

An additional responsibility of the society is to facilitate 

international ·tolerance and understanding. The society 

represents the view that only the guaranty of human right 

will ensure ·peace in the long run. We attempt, through 

personal engagement and example, to motivate our fellow 

citizens to take a stand regarding human rights. Our 

motto is: Don't wait for the government, act by yourself. 

The International Society for Human Rights was established 

as a free citizens' initiative in 1972. Currently, the society 

has 2000 members and 20,000 supporters and assistants. The 

honorary Presidium includes prominent personalities, like 

Ludwig Martin, Chairman of the German Section of the 

International Commission of Jurists, and the Nobel Peace 

Prize winner, Prof. Andrei Sacharov from the Soviet Union. 

They are honorary chairmen of the International Society for 

Human Rights. Additional members are: Prof. Dr. Hans Urs 

von Balthasar, Switzerland; Dr. Josef Stimpfle, bishop of 

Augsburg; Vladimir Bukovski, England; Constantin Freiherr 

von Heeremann; Eric von Kuehuelt-Leddhiu, Prof. Dr. Martin 



Kriele, Prof. Dr. Felix Ermacora, Austria; Prof. Vladislaw 

Bartoszewski, Poland, among others. The chairman of the 

society is Dr. Med. Reinhard Gnauck, a physician from 

Wiesbaden. 

Federal President Prof. CarsteMs wrote the following 

to the 10th anniversary of our foundation (April 1982): 

"The International Society for Human Rights Inc. has 

contributed to assisting people throughout the world. It 

supports people, who in their respective countries stand 

for the free exercise of basic human rights. It cares for 

political prisoners and makes us aware of violations of human 

rights. It calls upon citizens to become actively involved 

in defending and maintaining human rights. 

"For these, the International Society for Human Rights 

Inc. deserves acknowledgement and support. I would like to 

encourage you: Go forth in your engagement to guarantee, 

defend and maintain (preserve) human rights." 
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We Make Ourselves Accessories: 

Natural Gas from the Ar·chipel 'Gulag 

From various parts of the Soviet Union we receive news 

regarding the use of forced-laborers in the construction of the 

gas pipeline of Siberia - Western Europe. Their numbers are 

estimated to be at least 100,000. 

They were convicted on political grounds, or because of 

their religious belief, or of other criminal offenses to many 

years of deprivation of liberty. Among them are women, older 

people and even juveniles. 

Along the construction site, many camps have been constructed 

in the last two years. There are 8 camps in Usbj-Ishim alone. 

Other camps are located in Ure~goj, Surgut, Tavda, Tjumen, 

Irbit and Lisva. Many of the prisoners do not have permanent 

places of abode. They are housed in cabins or railroad cars 

which do not provide any shelter during the cold winter months. 

The care of the prisoners is extremely insufficient. 

Storehouses are almost empty. In this situation, only packages 

from relatives and friends can provide for some relief. In 

particular, the lack of vitamins results in various illnesses. 

At the construction sites prisoners are ordered to do the 

hardest work. On the frosty earth there is almost no equipment. 

Huge weights and even monstrous pipes must be carried by man. 

Accidents occur on a daily basis. 
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women who cover the pipes with asbestos and fiberglass 

are suffering from various skin problems, among other things. 

They often work with bleeding hands, for prisoners receive 

protective gloves only twice a year. Lung diseases are the 

rule with prisoners because they are permanently exposed to 

the adverse effects of asbestos and fiberglass. 

The prisoners are escorted every day by armed guards 

and bloodhounds. 

Only after these prisoners are finished with their hard 

labor are Western journalists allowed to visit the construction 

sites. 

Inhumane prison conditions turned a 53-year-old man, 

for example, into his own shadow. His name is Jakow 

Skornjakow. He is an active Christian and for this reason 

he was sentenced to 5 years of strong labor. He is expected 

home in Dshambul by his wife and 9 children. 




