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unofficial Tranelation 

A•• ceaylt of tbe Maaure1 taken within the last 24 hours, 
th• d11char9e of ratloeotlwe saatuc•• haa deer••••d and the 
l•v•l of r•dl•tlon ln tbe area of tne incident ha• lowered. 

M•••ureNnt• taken deaonatrate that fi11ion chain reaction 
of the ato■ic 1•neratos la aot oaourinq. · Th• reaetot ia ln an 
s~acti•• 1•aa9lv•~•n11011•, ... , •• 

Acti•• work for cleeala9 the coftta■ lnated unit is in 
pro9r•••• 

Th• IO•i•t union po••••H• 1ufflclent ■aterlal, aeientific 
and te~nical poaa1b1llt1ea loc tlle work• to liquidiat• the 
coeaequenoea ol tbe ... 1 ... t ••d et the preaent ao■ent the need 
doe• not ar1•• for •••••taat troa ot~•r 1tat11. we ace 
appreciatl•• for the pc•••••l• of ald to u1. 

Pore!p cltiaen• loaa-.. ia '11• Soviet union (in ~rticular 
apeciali•t• or tourlau, ~• aot approeched co■petent soviet 
or9ania•tlon• la connect!• witll t~• accident at the Chernobyl 
A.a.a. cat•lc •••rtr •--•'->• 
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Unofficlal Tranalation 

In MOacov th•r• ia appreciation ?or Prealdent Reay~n•s 
expc•••ion of •Y•~tby in connection with the accide~t at th~ 
Chernobyl A.1.s. (ato■lc ener9y 1tation), and also fer the 
expre•••d teadln••• to render a11iatAne• in liquidating it 5 
cona•qu•nc••• We •c• undert•kint all n•c••••ry efforts ·to 
loc•lia• the accident and kffp it• con1equeneea to a ~inimu~. 
At th• preaent ao .. nt tbere la no need for aaaiatance fro11 
oth•r atatea • 

~•far•• the fact• of \lie lltuation, the President of 
USA ha• ~-n lnforHd of thH. 
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9'¥Dal:afl ... ctor Di•••t•r 

l. C11rrp\ ltatu 
A. Chernobyl a4NIGtOI' 

May 1 wnint t•1•rJ ~ ~t appeared to b e 
•fldtt•/•apor ooetlql te tted troc th aevarely da■aged 
rNctor, unit 1,, t CllKaaltJl, lndicat ing that the fire 
oontln\Md to burn, 4-plte ecwtet •tate■ent ■ to th• contrary. 
l 'ire en9lne• and •aerv-CJ •eblcl•• continued to be parked in 
the ••- looatloa• u...S tla• rNctor •it• where they were 
Ol'i9inally obeU'I .. ble ••,- •F· ftli ■ area haa been very 
heavily conta■inated. 

other lu99ry DOU .. ooetin~in9 effort■ at tire ■ uppr•••ion 
by helicopter. 'ftl• flr• lllfPl'Na&nt unit ■ ■ay contain earth or 
aand in an atteapt to•~ th• tire. I ■agery of Kiev ■howed 
the city to be funottoaln9 IIOl'Mlly (eee Map 1). 

Althou9h there ha•• been prN• report■ that Reactor 3 i• 
alao .. 1tin9, the lntelll,-oe Coaaunity haa no technical data 
to aupport thle. fta lalrerect •lpature on Landaat photo• of 
Cherncbyl 4oea not allow 118 to diatiDCJUi•h between the large 
a.aount of 11 .. t •--tla, Ina ... ctor 4 and any poaaible lo•• 
f .r011 RMctor J. Oil April H, after the accident, it appeared 
that eoolln9 water wu bel .. pulped into it.actor l. Even 
thou9h thi• rMctoc Ma-.... •~at down, it la ■ till neceaaary 
to oontlDM ooollat. 

There are aleo r..-u tllat four rNctor■ that are ~ 
( , !~utlcal to tile • .,...,,I•••••• Q\ernobyl unit--Kutak l • 4 \ 
~d poeelbly 811ol•--- 1 2•-lla•• been ahutdown by the Soviete. \ 

fll• •••r9ency cc ••• aad ooaUol ■ it• that wa■ about ~ 
l k■ eoutll••t of tM R•nec 11M been aowed, and ••Y now be 
le>cated at a poeelble fielt .... ital and c1eeonta■ ination alt• 
a1,proat .. tely 4. I Ila -. '11• ~-•t. 

1. Cu.rr•t l•lcleaoe of a Nalt4own 

The with4rwal ot tM -CW-CJ coaaand and control center 
to• 9rMtar 41•tuoe ~,ltlr reflect• th• continued apewing 
of the bMYler radioee\l•• flr•loa particulate■ froa the 
burnln9 rNctor core. trelWaary analyai• of data fr011 
klandana•i• eu91e■ta that all of th• volatile [gaeeoua] fieaion 
product■ [radloactl•• kryptoa, ••non, iodine] vented fro■ the 
r•actor. [At Tlu' .. Nlle-l ■lud a tlny fraction of l perc•n~ of 
the volatile flaaloa prN11ct&a ••n~ed.] More than 50 percent of 
th• ~otal fle■ 1oe prOIIIIDta [lac11141n9 particle• of radioactive 
ceela, ■tr•tl-. lNlrl•, tell•la, lanthanua, rutheniua, ( in 
addltloa to tile.--..._ .. alN,l,e) ha■ alrNdy b .. n acattered. 

·~-ipW@lpnrTBI, 
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ladloactlve putlolN dapoalted ln Sweden and Finland now 
include 90IN of the lleaYler, leN rMctive, radioactive 
eleMnt.l. TM appea.ruoe of thN• •l•■•nt• in ■ a■pl•• •o far 
froa the alt• of the aoeld.allt 1• a atrong indicatoc that at 
l•••t • partial core Mlt4own hu occurred, and that a a a jor 
fraction of th• coca •• ra41oaatlvity haa been and i • continuin9 
to be dlaper..S. lpeCNlatl ti.at fracturing and aubaequent 
burnift , rath r thaa t , of th daaaged fuel in th cor 
occurred, doe not. ohaato t ••N•■ .. nt. Th• di ff er enc• in 
e1pected radio l ogical ooaeecaueaoe• between th• two ca ■• • i ■ 
• • • en ti a lly -anin9l-• . 

c ... ture of the Aoal._t 

Contlnuin9 analJ"9t■ of awallabl• 1-gery ■ ug9••t• the 
followlat aequ•oe of 9"Dt•• 

--ror aa •• r•t WMlet•af.neA r .. 90G, at l•a•t part of the 
rMctor ooolut wae 1..-. ...t o.r-n •ou.rc•• have reported 
that an lnltlal pouer loee - the 1-ediat• cau••• which 
interrupt_. the ..--.lat of ooolut water into the reactor. The 
operator• aay have tr~ to ue auziliary power, which either 
failed or c ... on too late to prnent an initial overheatin9. 

--At that point the o~•toc• pr~bly tried to ahut down the 
r•actor. Bow"er, .,. ""- a rNctor ia ahut down, it■ 
teaperatue wtll ooatl- to rlH. for an uncertain ~riod of 
tiM. 

--Oiv• the tnltlal lON ol coolant, th• re■aining coolant 
channel• cwerhNt .. , IMti .. npar'h .. ted ataaa into the •t••• 
••parat.or, wbloll tu .. .._, fr• the rNctor to feed to the 
turbine. [Alteraat1 .. 1r. • 09erbMtilua of the r•actor core, 
ooupl_. with• rapt•• of die IN4 water tube■ running through 
the rMctoc MY ha'le 1 ■ ilerated u ,a ■--.1 ther hygdrogen or 
■-than•--•t.cb ~ ...... , et.attering the ■ teu lin•• ln the 
adjacent ateaa Hpuet•.J 

--At thl■ point, the ...... ••,arator apparently exploded. Thi• 
d•■ troyed the upper portloa of tlle reactor hall, with two 
ilUMdlate effect■, rtret, ti.ta added air to the overheated 
9rapbite oore, fueliat ._ fire, ••oand, the uraniua care waa 
nc:,w -1tln1, lf tt .... aot already bequn to do ■o after th• 
reactor wae ehut clowa. flle ... truetion of the r•actor hall 
allowed radloactlwitr to a,r-4. ay thle ti••• everyone in the 
i ■Ndiate area, ••t1Mte4 at betw .. n SO and 100 worker ■, were 
doad or dyin9. [The lorleta ba•• now ad■ itted to two dead and 
197 hoapltallaed, of.._ 11 are ■aid to be in ••riou• 
oondl~toe.l 

--The ooatinYin1 tire.., -.read a cloud of radioactive 9aa. 

Thia ■equence ol 9"11ta t~ place on Priday 25 April and 
early aaturday 26 A,ctl. .. do DOt know when the Sov iete becJan 

(( 



•vacuation of the ■urrounctla9 towna, ••tabliahed the aecurity 
per 1-ter aad ao,ed la bellaapter• to fight th• fire. We 
beca• aware of tile laolcleat oa Monday l8 April, fol lowing 
acuuUnaYlaa reporta of r .. latlon drifting fro■ th• ussa. our 
••t•lllt• t .. 99ry of tlle 2~ ■bowed the accident, evidence of 
evacuatloe. end oci• ■N poet.a Nln9 eata bllahed. Wl\11 • t h• 
h• ll copter f l re- flptlat aoti•lty ha lncreaaed • in c then, 
llttl el ■ ha chu • Rl•er traff ic continu e , a do•• 
nor al ltf l n ~l O i l e to th ■outh. 

o. Caaua lt.1•• 

Th• entir e lnte lli.,_oe coaaunlty believe■ a f atal i ty 
f i 9ure o f two 1• prepoeterou• . A nor ■al da y ■h ift at an 
indiv idual lov i et -.MK•lOOO power rNc tor 1• reported to be 
around 100 people, a alpt .tallt would be 25-3 5 ~pl•. Thia 
would .... tllat, INGen e Galt. I aDd 4 are adjacent, a• ■any a • 
2·00 people ln th• 4aytl• or 50-70 people at night could have 
been workin9 in the wtctalty of a..etor Unit 4 when the 
accident be9&n. While we lf01ll4 e&pect that an ia■ediate 
•vaouatlon ·w•• or4er .. •- tile ••rlou■ ne•• of th• accident 
b•c••• apparent, atill a tall'ly large crew (coapared to US 
·reactor operation•) ...i• M espeoted to reaain to carry out 
... r,ency prooeclurM ta aa attNllpt to ahut down th• reactor and 
t.o _eolve whatner prable■ aay ha•• caua■d the accident • . Thi• 
crew would be a •torlona 11ope,• kept at the ait• in order to 
rectl fy the prablea, b•t ritll tile knowledge that they would be 
loet ahould the probl.N WC- c1r .... tlcally. The only 
alternatl•• to thl• ...it N to abandon the ait• iwdiately at 
t.h• alp of aajor pr•l••• wlalc:ib would virtually in ■ ur• th• 
••>rt of cU ■aeter that Gl.tlMtely occurred. 

If tb• accid.at •lt•tlea luted for any aaount of ti•• we 
wc,uld eqiect the ••rt•ar orew to be aug•nted •• th• 
••r louanH■ of the alt•tioa beca .. known. Shift ■upervi ■or• 
and for••• froa tu otta• ult• would be called in to ••k• 
■ ,are that aw,roprlate aotloaa .,... being taken to head off any 
pc,tentlal cata■tr~. 1a....-, ehowin9 fir• engine ■ and 
•••r9ency vehicle• Mer the rNator• eupport■ th• auppo•ltion 
that additional pereoaael ~• reapondin9 to the accident. 
They could only hue NN ._.,.t in befoce any explo■ ion. 
•••ed on nu.ber• of •.,_tel• ta the area and po ■ tulating an 
aug1Mnted eaer9enay orw, u aUClh •• 100 ~pl• could have been 
in th• l ■--diat• vlolaitf ot the r•ctor when a major atea■/ga■ 
••ploelon occurred, rl,.1D9 open th• reactor bu 1 ld ing and ' 
cau•ln9 aajor atr~ural 4-,-. 

leoau•• of the n\.Nt ot ~ 4-ge ob•erved on i aagery of 
the elte, H fMl tllat all~ people in ~h• i ... diate viclntty 
ot t.he UDlt 4 eaploal• IMCe eltiaer killed or •uf fered letllal 
radlatlon doe•• at tile ti• of the ••ploeion. The failure of 
the I0¥1ete to ••c•te tlle fire •9in•• fro■ the lethal 
radlatloa aone arGIUICI tbe 4Ntroyed rNctor building 1• another 
indication of fatalltl••· 

.,.~/-INT&L 



11. acooo■ic lffecta 

A. The Chernobyl • 1u t l n Scono■ic Perapecti v e 

The 4 ,000 -gew•t~ ( Cbernobyl nuclear power plant 
rapr•••nt.c n .. rly one-t.. of th electric g e nerat ing c apa city 
of the ~rain• (and one percent of t otal Soviet capacity). The 
Ukraine and Moldavia .... ntial l y coapriH ■ th • South . 
Con.ol ida t ed l l ectr i o tow• 8yat .. (South OES ) in the USSR ( ■•• 
Nap 3, wh ich ahOlta the r 9'9ional electric tranaaia ■ i on l ine■). 
I n turn, the South oa i ■ one of nine OESe• co■pri ■ ing the 
Unified Power ly■ tn of the ua1a. (Two other or.se ■- - th• 
Central A.ala OU &Dd die Per -t oss--ar• laolated f ro■ t he 
uinlfled ■ya te■ and oparate lade .. Ddently.) The unified ■yat•• 
al ■o 1 ■ linked to die ... t lurope&n CBtia countrle ■, Finland, 
llorway, and Turkey. TIil• lnteijration incr••••• the fl••ibllity 
of Soviet electric power ■upply in that power can be 
tranaf■ rred between the linked ayat•••• albeit u ■ ually only in 
■ aall aaoUl\t■ (e.9., ln 500.., load ■). 

It la 11-•lr that C'belrnabyl ... ctor ■ l, l, and l will not 
be operat le.al for at 1 ... t tbru year ■ , if not longer. TWo 
lu9er a11ta rNctora u...S.r ooaatr11etion within 2 ka of th• 
••ploaion cannot be wackM OIi ettller becau■e of the radiation. 
Thi ■ repruenta a net loea of 7,000 -gawatt■ of electricity 
[4,000 current aDd J,000 ,otNtlal]. 

Th• Chernobyl aoci ... t alao ••t• back plan■ in the late■ t 
IOYiet rive Year Plea to iaerNN the ■hare of electricity 
9enerated by nucleu 1••• lrea 11 percent to 20 percent of the 
total. 

1. Copln9 witb Redlaaed -•rating Capacity 

Th• lcwl•t• OCMll• tr-I• j\ldlciou• aaount■ of power fro■ 
adjacent OU•• to the louU oa, but vould have to be careful 
of robbln9 Peter to ,ar hal. Other ahort-tera option■ for 
adjuetln9 to the ahutda• ol tb• Chernobyl' plant include• 

-- tncr .. •• pou• oat,-t at foaail - fuel plant■ and 
aelecti••lr ratl• eleatricltyr 

- cut bacll electtrtelty •port• •i• the South ozs, and 

-- lau- , ..... •&a tile llouth o• troa Poland. 
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Over the lon9er tua, tM lc:wieu aight conaider delaying anI 
planned retirwnt of ollel' ,ewating capacity, ••pecially n 

. . 

• • ... :•;.,.~,, , l ;t_, fr~ti•::> _.;...,_~_ .. ,-'• ):,,~/•., :~.•:-•i•,••;•,•', ••• : ••·•" •' ~ 

Scl~c t i ~ r ti itlf o( cl!;t.r ic POtitU prob&bly wil l b 
J!.o<;COtt' fi r st roa~ It oar booouac ft cou ld t ak d&ye or 
trvon w it t o i s.pl t o f l t. other chort-ter a o ption • 
Ttt i c woulci pr <N i dct 1 . r~!i. f : o t.h-i' 1 11 , k y i ndu t ri c 
l n th - U r g in~ &nt lee - wh ieh i a t t h ~nd o f & &j or 
t runk li n f d by th~ ~uaw!:> yl plcnt - -could u ff ~ r &Qr iou 
~ r hoc t · t . 

Cvt tl99 bacit 99 ti'1tr1ol}Y ea.port• would have negligibl e 
h.ard-curreaoy coaacr-: :.:. :JM~--r the 0881 and would relieve 
conaider&bl• prNaure • u oth•wi•• capacity-ahort ayate■ . 
In 1914, the lut ,-er toe ldlloh detail~ infora.tion i ■ 
available, th• uan •~t .. 2,.1 billion kWh of electricity, 
an allOUl\t ooap&rabl• to \lie Nti-ted annual output of the 
Chernobyl plant. Mare ti.a. lt billion kWh went to it• CBtP. putn••• tb• balaaoe &rf'tU• to h••• 9()ne to W.atern 
countri••• priaarlly to •taland but alao to Tur~ey, Norway, and 
Greece. The only bar4-cnarr•cry pnerated by th••• .•al•• wa• 
aoae •is ■lllloe fna HI alllioo llVb •old to Greece and froa 
about oae alllloa ~ ..i• to ■•lMy. (Sale■ to Finland and 
Turltey are on l>uter t•••) With th• ezception of aal•• to 
P :lnland Ul4 lklnfay, ■oet of the electric pover appear• to have 
btten ahtw-ct via the aHecn .. 8oath 018 (and poaeibly the 
Tranaoauouu■ ON f« -,:•U to Turkey). 

~m~.m--1r!P ,~~_lau are a di ■tinet poa■ ibility. 
Ac!corcling to Joli eit .liilu-;-lolud i ■ a net i ■porter of 
eleotrla power troa •• v:-. but only urginally ■o. overall, 
P<>l&nd la• ■ i911iftaaa, "' eq•ter of electric power, with 
91\jOC ou1t.oaer• iDol .. i .. otlt.• lut European countri•• and 
Auetria. llaall deNN lut par apparently denied Poland the 
ch.a.nee to r.c,lai ■ loet ooal a.artet• in th• Weat. Poland thu■ 
uy be oapabl• of laarn:t1~ aoal e.xport• to the USSR to help 
anel.ll'e ■ teady, hitb• lffala of o,-ration in coal-fired power 
pla.nta, and ■lght be Ple te iacrMH it• ••port• of electric 
power to th• South oa. CcllloelY&bly, Poland aight alao booat 
••porta to other laalt SUropa■n• to eoapen■ ate for the likely 
decline in Soviet eaporta. 

C. lll\ort-lPera aaecv aeecnaroe ■ 

The ahlrt40lm of tu CIMc--,1 1 plant put ■ additional at.rain 
oa the Ula' ■ alr~ gee!)& .. ••rvY ••ctor. Wl\ i le gain• were 
po■ ted for all aajor he.la 4•iafl th• firat quarter of 1986 
coap&red with ti.e •- .-1o1 lut year, the oil induatry la 
•till falllat abort. Gui.pit reoo•e.red to nearly 12.l ■b/d, the 

• 
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hi9heat lr,el •lnoe ltM bwt l••• than earlier achiev~ and 
below th• 13.l m/4 rate pla.1uMid for 1986. Mor• than 100 t•••• 
froa 4lff•r•t produolat retioe• were ••nt to the iaportant 
laaotloc field in ... t llberla i~ an effort to boo■ t output. 
Th• output of natural ta• cootinue■ to incr.a•• fa ■ ter than 
planned. and coal CNtpat ooatlDDN to increa•e--perhap• finally 
ralaln9 the coal laduUy u froa it nearly ■even-year 
doldrwa • TIil l aprcw pert aanc by coal could not hav 
co•• at aor opportu tl 9iven th ••tbac k to th e USSR'• 
n~clear pr09ra and the lnorNeed reliance on to■■ il fuel 
plante. 

Soviet nuclear , .. ator eqort■ have not included the type 
t.h&t ••ploded at a..--,1. 1 .. erthel•••• Mr:Meow will be very 
hard-pr•••ed to play dowa tll• unf.a•orable publicity generated 
by the O\ernobyl 1nc1d•t ia their continuing effort• to •~-•t 
their n~clear rNotoc:e. At pr .. ent there are Soviet reactor• 
in Finland and ln all Surop1ua la■ t Bloc countrie• except 
Poland, two are under ooeaUDCtlon in Cuba. The Soviet• have 
offered a■■ l■ t.a.noe to 14JYpt, Morocco and Indoneaia. They have 
bid OD plant■ for Y\atoel.iwta aad, recently, Hor th Korea. 

I. lftect on lklrld Cor ■ c41ty Pric•• 

CherDObyl allould bne ao real effect on world coaaodity 
pr ice■ • Th• qala• 11,-.t-, la ...._t future• pr ice ■ wa• a 
typical epart of •peca1at1•• aotl•lty in th• face of 
\lftcertaiaty. Tile t,lobal ••os of ,eeat i• currently in eJlcee■ 
or 300 alllloa -trlo '-•• ... let wb .. t production for 1986 i ■ 
projected to be &boat lto alllioe -trlc ton■, with an 
additional 17 alllloa 1Mia9 l11PNted. Sven a di ■a ■ t•r of the 
■cope of Cberncbyl IICMIU N ullkely to dent global ■ tock. 
(lffect■ OD so.tet 9rala pNIIIIG't.ton are dlacua■ed below.) 

I:tl. lool91l911 ICCNM 

A. Popu.latioa At~ecl 

The Southwe■ t a.,toa, •tell include• O\ernobyl, i• d•n••ly 
populated, even la r•al •-•• Large village• are located in 
the aajor rl•er valle,-. !'lie Olunobyl plant • ■ployed •011• 
lC),000 worluara. .. ... oa u •••a9e fa■ily aise of 2.5, the 
-,r-•r•• ••ttl•••t of Pr1.,.t, located ju■ t northwe■ t of the 
plant, baa a p:,,-J.atlell ol al lea■t 25,000. O\ernobyl, 17 k■ 
aouth of tbe r .. ot•, laad • 1'70-eati-ted population of 
10,100. loth of tll••• u,ae ....,_ been e,,acuate(l, althOUCJb •• 
do 110~ kaa, it tlle •-t'- teelE place before or after th• 
e•ploeloa. 

•-ed on rural po,-1atloa cleD■ltie■ (171 peraon/•quar• 
aile) aDd •20I' ta•• ... oill•, the population in the 
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eurrouncUn9 UN la ( ... Nap J)I 

within JO 11:a 
within 40 It ■ 
within l M> ka 
within 201 ka 

I0,000 people 
250,000 p.opl e 
7 ■l lloe people 
t llilllOII peopl 

~ i e i th l a rve-t clt l th r~ion , appr ox i aa t ely 100 
~• downet r e f r t.!I CbcDOl)yl r N ctor. The 1984 population 
e•tl-t• for~,.,, 1 ■ 2.4 aillloe, with another l . 9 ■ illion 
out1ld• the olty Mt widlla ~• li•• Oblaat. 

loth Prlpyat Mid ~l appear to have been evacuated. 
W• do not know if the ••aouation took place when the initial 
pcoble■ ooourecS , or alt• U.. aploeion. Mo evacuation fro■ 
ltlev l• "ldeat. .. .._ aot lulYe enough inforaa t ion about. the 
naouet i oe to 4raw-, a ■•el•l•• about the effectiven• •• of 
Sov iet civ i l de feDM plaaat ... 

1. Medical Con• .. ••c• 
Of th• vario~• type■ ot radioactivity releaaed by the 

r•actor, the ■oet l_,iate ooacern la iodine, vhich i• •••ily 
abaorbecl by haau aad oaa 1N4 to thyroid cancer. To preclude 
th• abeorptloa of ra4loeotl•• iodine, iodine tablet• or liquid 
c:iln be taken. la4toeatl•• iodine 131 ha• • hal f-ll f• of about 
el9ht day■ • 

Th• 1011.-r ter■ tllrMt l ■ pr~ided priaarily by ceeiu■- 137 
and atrontiwa-90, llllllala '-•• llalf-1 iv•• of 30 year ■ and 29 
para rMpeotively. CNt• OOlloetatrat•• in electrolyt.•• 
(bodily flulda). ftr•ll• eoaeeet.rat•• in the bon••· It i• 
r•adi ly abeol'bed Yla 4alry ~aet•. Tllua, the ai lk e\ippl ie ■ 
and allll prockw,lDf .... -.CM the accident ■ it• will be 
oontaaiaated. poelat • tiltlC-'lllt probl•• for Soviet official• Who_, be relootut to adlltt die t■portance of th• accident by 
du■plftl tainted at.1,. 9Dtll t,..a of radiation can cau•• ■uch cancer••• leulleala, l•t• ... l»one. 

c. affect OD AplRlt•• (food and Nater Reeource ■) 

fta• type ot radletlaa Nlat e■itted i• •••ily abaorbed by 
plant■, e■peclally Cftlllt _.. relay aprin9 ••••on. However, it 
i ■ iapoeelbl• foe \le ef9'\,--.hly to addr••• the radiological 
lapart of the aocldieat ma ..,let aqrioulture at thi• ti-, 
other than to •r ._, 11liaila ooal.4 ba•• been wor ••. Th• area 
c:loee■ t to th• plant UMI. p&"Mua&bly, receiving the higheat 
ltWela ot ra41oaot1•• -~--'aa~ion, i• • low lying, relatively 
.,.,a.an ~ .. wll•• tc.- ar- are the aajor agr icul tur al 
actlwlty. It 11N all ■•t lOI b aort.h of the Ultrain• 

,.,.,.,...,_lllftL 
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breadba•ket, and tbe wiada ~1 .. •way fro■ the Ukrain• at the 
tiM •• the h•••l•t ooet.aaiaation vented fro■ the da-9ed 
reactor. for thl• r•aon tt.e llllNdiate radiological threat ia 
l••• than had the wl.Dd direotloe been reveraed. 

However, the h 1.prat ll!Kcb la • aajor vater baa in ( • •• 
Map 4 ), aa4 lt ooa~1tttiall oow.4 h•• an effect laat i ng fo r 
ge neration• . low tll ooetaalnat ion wi l l b egi n to a f fe c t 
c i tl • and town■ dowletre .. t a i ■poaaibl• to deter ■ in• at thl• 
tlN. Th• ■ l9ratioa of tbe r~dioactlve product ■ through ■oil 
and water table 1• de,_.Mt oa the eAct type of ■oil, water 
flow rate, turbulea• ... ••ioal coapo■ ltion . However, baaed 
on UI accident ca•••• tile •t• oonta■ination proble■ i a a 
lonCJer rather than a shor t er t era probl•• . 

Th• lO ail ■ lant Klff ruerwoir i ■ certainly conta■inated. 
but the ••teat and tbe t,.. ot ooetuination cannot be well 
e■ tiMted without aao•• '- -••aent■• The Kiev authoritl•• 
aay be able to ■ltl99te t.he OOl\ta■ ination through extra 
flltratlon. 

IV. toYl•t ConaeqNDae■ 

lnternatlooal. .__,.._. 1 fNr-loag effort to project • 
new laate ot l&ilet l••--•'-• u aore open, re■ pon ■ iv•, and 
concerned about pop,alar lN ... 1uch •• th• enyironNn.t ha■ been 
eeriouely daN9ed, eepeci&llJ iA lurope, by the regi•••• 
h -andl in9 of the Cb•IN»Jl lacl4ent. Paeed with the ••ergency, 
the burMUCraoy •~toaatloallr rMcted along faailiar lin••• 
highly re•trioted aa4 o .. ualiaed new■ control, denial of the 
laportanoe of tlle 1 .... to CMll• countrie•r an autoutic replay 
of pe ■ t Aaerlcan pr•l- la a11alear energy, and a reflexive 
llnkin9 of the 1•._ to the D.-4 to accept Gorbachev•• u- · 
o>ntrol laltiatiYN. 9M tattlal 9oviet ad■ i ■■ ion, ■everal 
d4ya after the aoo,._, .,....•tly tom place, waa probably 
p:roapted by two factor•• (1) tlle l11abllity to continue 
c0¥erln9 lt ~,, owlat to die 4eteotion of radiation in 
lcandinawla, and (2, aa u-•-at at that ti ■• that the 
■ ltuatioa waa out of ooatzol aa4 required foreign a■■ i ■ tance. 
Indeed. th• lolriet t"•■■ l■l 410 initially reque■ t aid frc:a 
lwe4ea aa4 -.to.---,,• llar 1, the aoviet■ aeked Italy for 
aid, aCOOl'dlnt to~,.. .... 

Bow•••, ln tlle te.llowt .. 4ap the Soviet ■ have reverted to 
their •«• faalllu ~ .. t• la aucb crl•••· 'n\ey have cl•i-d 
to have put out tbe fire __. ,otten th• ■ i tuat ion under 
control, aoet ... t.,. aaalpta bellr,e the fire ha■ continued 
to burn. On April JO die ..,let■ r,ut on televi ■ ion picture• ot 
Aeaet:or• l aa4 4 befoc• .,._. •f~er the accident. Thi• confiraed 
th• ■er iouan••• of tlle c1 ..... , alt.hough th• picture• ver• ehown 
tc, proaot• the view tbat •• thee waa no ••ok• th• fire ■uat be 
out . . .. believe that the •--• ••• edited out of th• iaage. 
The tHtlllODJ of a 8cWiet ••uey officer before a 
con9r••loeal aullaa ttt.ea • •r 1 w .. an lnt•r••ting 
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eaceptiOft to their OGDtiaoet reticence. Th• Soviet official 
ln•i•ted that the aoel ... t eaaued on Monday, although we 
cnntlaoe to bell••• tlMlt rrWay or hturdAy i• ■ore likely. 

The retlM haa beM"ld •,oa an epheaeral European 
unhapptn .. a a.er No..._'• e,l.r~aoe t.o infor• it• neighbor• 
about. Olar.-yl JC'Ol"!'">lllty that traditional inter•• t• 
will aooe rMaa.-t their pricKlty. ■eYerth•l••• • Gorbachev 
probably will try to Wl4 11•0•• with hia neighbor ■, probably 
in bilateral C01111waioatlolle, la the future. 

Do9Ntio. farty _. ..,enaeatal official• probably 
approve of Eh• r .. l•'• 11 ... llat of the Olernobyl incident aa 
bain9 in line with a.let 1elf ... ouatc., and in accord with 
deeply ln1ralned l'--•laa relacttaaoe to reveal probl••• to 
fc.-elpera. 

The r.pular rMotioa rill, u alway•, vary according to. 
■octal c •••• Crltlnl iatellNtul• rely on foreign 
b1·oadcaata and per.,.al ocaucrt■ for •uch of their inforaation 
ar.id will be auoh bett• l11t•NC1 than the aan in the atreet, 
and thue arltloal of the r .. t••• reatriction on newa. 
Bureaucrat• aleo rely oa fareltn bc'oedca■ t• aa an iaportant 
■uppleNnt to official lafocNtion, and are likely to be 
aat>lval•t toward tM r .. 1•'• handlin9 of the c:ri•i•. Th• 
01·dinary worllera will t« the aoat part be paa-.ive, expecting 
th• 9overnaent to h&Ddle tM crl ■ 1• properly. But, at the ••
ti_, the ordinary people are the ao■ t avid ruaor aonger ■, 
di•re9ardin9 l04Jlc &D4 autaal incoap1tibllity of conflicting 
ruaora. The r•poe•• of ti.la .ocial claa ■ i• the one that the 
re91 .. fear• aoet, _. Ulie OOIMMCD 1• one of the pr i ■ary 
ahapere of the r--,1•' a al ... oe new■• Th• only area in th• 
U&ll likely to hwe •Y pabllo .. IIOCUltration■ 1• Eatonia and 
Latvia where there la a -lOllf ataadin9 r ... nt■eot of the regi• 
••well•• aol'e oan.eol•••• oa ea•iron .. nt i ■■u••· 

Lead•r~hff ~loofll9'M. It le a So-#iet tradition that 
Polit.l>uro le •• reiiili uala•ol•ecl publicly with hot iaau•• 
auch •• tbe KAL aboetla• ... tN our.at criai ■• Oorbachw 
ha• not eald a war• la ,..lle aMUt the O\ernobyl accident, and 
th• traclltiooal Nay Dar ,-r .... took place in Ho■oow and th• 
r•publlc capital• wlti.oat ret•ence it. A.a u■ ual, th• ■ tate, 
not the party l• tlae rN,ouibl• cxpni&at ion for handling the 
problea, aad tb• a.aeto.Nary IM.-O■lble body ha• been created, a 
90verwnt inquiry ~Nloll bMded by the deputy pre■ier for 
fuel■ an4 enerty, 8arl• Adlat~ina. While ■uch coa■ i• ■ iona 
often whltewaah event■, ln tbi• ca•• it l• likely that a review 
of the atoalc ener91 latutrr will lead to change• in opera~in9 
prooedur•• and 4eel-,.. olaea,e• la ~-ctoi-e. Furtheraore, aoae 
of Uclala will be elntl .. oat u reeponalble and puniahed. A 
■c11ndal over the bllild~ ot tile Atoeaah factory in Volgadon■k 
(lllhlcb produoe■ nuclear rM.ftoca) "entually led to the 
retlr-t of defllllY ~-• l. T. 11owu,ov, then in charge of 
canatruott•• 1• Jlllr 1•1. 
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Politlcal lo~v~~tlW Inevitably, there will be politic• 
in•olvetd ·••a In-det-nilil .. rNponalbili ty for the Chernobyl 
di•••t•r and lta _ooe•r:anoe•. In addition to ••eking 
technl~l officlala, th•• IMIY t>. an effort to u•• the event 
for attackln9, or w.a r■IIClllf1•t• hl9h-lr1el political 
offlclal1 . Ool"ba.,.._ 84.tll' fl thi a conveni en t ocea• ion t o 
unde rcut Ukrainian l er llu,llarbitak iy , who• • atat apparatu 
charged with ecol09lcal ooatrol a a nd cl an-up i • poorly 
organlaed and ill-equipped to handle the Chernobyl pollution. 
Should auch a power .... --•lop, it would aateriali&• only 
•lowly, and wo'114 pra,1•Jf N 1i9Nlled ahead of ti•• by 
tradltlonal polltloal llMll•~•• in the pr••• · 

v. r« e igQ ... ctima 

A. Saat lloc: 

X...dlate a..lth C"1c.fe• ,Oland announced early on tbat 
radiation 1ftela In £lie n.oc~aatero portion of the country 
p>■ed potential I\Nlt!I 1'aur... The 9ovarn-nt ••t up a 
h ·l9h-level ooaalaaioe la 41.reot contact wl th th• SOY i•t• to 
ec>n•ult on th• prabl•• ,r..,.uttonary bealth and aafety 
atanduda ••• iaattt-... la tho•• area• affected by the 
f~ll-out. Poll•b olllMbr• II rear• ol4 and younger were being 
9iven iodine to pr••' die~ ebaocblng radioactive iodine froa 
the at.ao■p)\se. Gcw•-•t •JIOIE•-n aaid--ao■ewhat . · 

1 

puadoslcally--tl\at U..e ... •ao Indication of a health 
lrnaard. • 

Huntery and Yut0•1a9la .. ..,..oed they are ■oni tor ing 
rAdlatioo 1 ... 1., l:Nt ••t •• ratloactivity .. aaured thue far 
poaed no publla h .. ltll problen. eoaania •ad• a aiai lar 
annowu:e-t. ac..ale.a ui.rteloD announced t.hat Ceauae■cu 
clu.ired a party 1 .. 4-Alp •Kia1 to review the eituation. A 
ta■k force headed by -t• wit• wu foraed to over••• the quality 
of th• •n•lron•nt. Jt wa.a alH noted that there had b .. n 
•aoM inorMN in ra4ioaetl•lty8 ln the northeaetern ~rt of 
th• country. l'119Ula, Ca .. oelo-,akla, and laat Geraany ••d• 
no annouece■-ntl ..,_, wi,•lat, CC about any aafet.y 
pr.aaut loae. Noceo9•, •• ... t Geraana in general have 
downplayN th• aflais, lellowlat tbe lovi•t line that the 
■.verity of tile aael.._t "-8 1-ee 9rMtly ezag·g•rated by the 
W•■ tern pr•••· 

Pollflcal. ftae ~t• .-.•-nt hinted at a general 
aanNtrf ioltdarltJ --• ~ fr011 ite plane to hold May l 
and Nay l (old Poll•~ ■atloaal Day) deaonatration•. All 
indication• are~-..~ die d.eaoo•Uationa were likely to be • ■all 
and cont.aiftable. 1'be Cll.eclldtyl accident could give the 
proteater■ an addltlaaal antl-regt- (anti-Soviet) ia ■ue around 
.-hich to rally. 

Ca.choelowakla le a •J• •llfPll•r of rMetor co■ponent■ 



both wl t.hin t.he bloc aa4 u part of Soviet nuclear reactor 
eiporta, and eapecta aac,lear power to eupply roughly 201 of 
planned inar••• la lta eleotrialty output in the next 
five-year plan. flula, tN ca.ma are particularly concerned 
about public rNction, botll 4.oaeetically and abroad. 

the 

aoeui a , alr__.,, JCNa.! t o Met it energy deaand, 
reeei•• aoec of tt ei.etrl l power fr th Chernobyl plant 
and aay aoon fac apccMic ~ta9e■ • llollani a n-Sovi e t 
di ■ cuaa lon of bila~•&L Nl■oaic a9r .... nt ■ are expected in the 
n•u future and a CM••••• •i ■lt to Moecow i ■ again being 
ruwed, thie d.,,e10,-1at ooald coaplieate that bargaining. 

Hun9a.ry 1• heavllr aoaattt..S to nuclea r energy. Anti
nuclea r prot eau--aaall oaee--• y d• ••lop her e , if only a a 
another outlet fa« ealllltt~liaf cll ... ti■ faction with th• 
gc,vernaaat. T'he OCN11U7 .... "-• an active environ-ntali ■ t 
9roup .t\lch e&n be a,eet .. to •l•• on the epi ■ode for new 
cfl ■palpe. 

There ■ay be ■ iailar prote■ ta in Yugoalavia, where 
Woetern-etyle clellODaUatl.,.. are popular. Moreover, there i■ a 
■eriou■ debate~- aael. ... t••• ln Yu9o■lavia-an induetry in 
lt• early ata,.a-_. •t• eieol .. at i ■ ■ur• to enliven that 
debate. 

llo protHta are lt•eir ta IUJ.garia, however, where there i• 
a lar .. nuclear.-• , .... '-'Y •tru99lln9 to 9row larger. 
lfttllnd t~• aoaa .. ooaaera .a.o.t lt• effect on th• country•• 
a9ricult11ral eaport.a ia ltllelJ to trow. 

nr .. bloc cowat.ri•• 8111,azla, Caeoho■ lovakia, and the 
ot•ll--procluce an apprealabla a!\are of their •l•ctr ic 1 ty froa 
8cw1et~ltned nuclnr pc,.. plant■• Heretofore nuclear 
procaraaa wl th ln the bloc ••• been bl lateral, between the 
8cHlet ■ and th• participatla9 co~ntry. The long-t•r• Science 
and Technol09y pr09raa annouaced at th• CZMA ••••ion in 
O.ceaber 1985, •araarlred nucl.,.r energy •• one of the t ive 
priority area■ in lldllab the bloc Naber ■ will incr•••• effort• 
at joint production. aua llM4 Vyachealav Sychev aaid that 
total capacity of the naclear power plant■ in the bloc will 
doubl• tn the nest fi•• ,..ar ■• Noet bloc countri•• have been 
reluctant to C(\-it■-1t th-Hl.v•• fully to th• aabitiou■ 
in te9ratton ■ch-• be.died 'by t.he lov ieta via CEMA. Th• 
OlerDClbyl accid•t will ltqly taorH•• th• foot-dragging. 

I. W.atern lurope 

I~~•~• ~\It c>.;-""!'!!!I.• eoandtnavta •• well •• aoae partac,~Mta&aJ, A.. .. ~"1a aacl lw1taerlan4 have reported 
•ltnlfloaat lncr .. eN ta r.Uoecti•ity--thr .. to ten ti-• 
norul level• in MDJ •-• aa4 ewer a hundred ti••• in 
we■ tern 1-.clen vii•• rata f•ll. 11 .. arth•l•••• health 
•uth•ltle■ la all••~ AMUla hawe not called for 

• /WlllT&L 



pl'ec•utiOClary -•••••• Oftloiala in •••tern -'u ■ tria warned 
•other• to kMp beblu lu l ... 

Polltioal. The foa.r 4ay hlay ln notifying affected 
counErl•• baa pra.oket a rCNDt of official critici•• of the 
Sovlete. I...S.• lot'~• M.r\~tic proteat and deaa.nded an 
international hrv•tltatloe ol eo.let. nuclea.r pow•r a tat lon ■• 
Th other nocdic natl , escept rlnland, deaanded an offici•l 
Scwlet report. Althc.p F'rMu:h pr••• aharply critici&ed 
the UIS&, the Preeab esn•-•t hu r ... ined auted--perhape due 
tc, Prance'• cUat.anoe firoa die 41aaatar and their co■ai t■ent to 
nuclear ener9y. Th• -•t Ger-• have aaked the USSR to ■hut 
down alailar plant■ and ■eaoocled U8 urging• that an 
international t ... te.,.ot tile Chernobyl plant. Other 
cc>VAtr l•• bne alao blut.M ti.. lowiet•' dinoaaur ian 
re1pon•••-dentin9 a.or~•• oasafully cultivated iaag• •• • 
fortbooaln9 new ao.let ~. 

Peace and eool041ioel 9rou,- are likely to ■ount l iai ted. 
p1·oteata • .,.1aat ~• eorlete, wllil• •••king pri ■arily to 
exploit public aaaietlH to toeter 9enerallaed oppo ■ ition 
aueiDet tllla99 auolev• •••ff UMI weapon■• Swedi ■h activi■ t■ 
are lobbylnt to pr•••r•• a lt,O •ote to dia■antle Sweden'• four 
nuclear pl&Ata by 2010. Qr"n• in the rJWJ, who recently at.aged 
■ everal rowdy anti-aaalear ,ower 4eaon■ trationa, will ■ tep up 
their effort■, •• wtll t!le aritlah Qreena and Ca■paign for 
Nuclear Di•u-nt (CIID) who bave proteated low-level leak• at 
• reactor on the lrtab -• leiptened public anxietiea ay 
•l•o ■ tren9then the hu4 ot the no Social Deaocrat•' left-wing 
whlch--in cooperatlcm wttb the la■ t Oeraan co-uni ■ t ~rty--i• 
draftin9 a propoHl toe a o•tral •uropean nuclear weapon• fr•• 
aone. 

Vl. OU\• 19! ltt lfMtOC Probleu 

A. ClYil. lleoe t!11 late lMOa, Mo■cow ha■ had it■ aha.re 
of nuclear-related aoai4ente, alt.hough only th• diatintegratlon 
of a nyclear-powered ■atelllt• ewer Canada affected other 
countri••· lal9r• re,acta ... occaalonal SoYiet pr••• it••• 
docu-nt •t lMet fl•• doaeatlc incident■ r 

--ln 1948, work•• at loriet atoaic energy in■ tallationa 
were aai4 to ba•• deYelopecl cataract• and other illn••••• 
beoa11ae of ra4latlaa 1..-a. 

--la ltSI. an •aploel.oa at tlle ~yehtya facility near 
Olelyeluk ooateelMt .. aare than 125,000 aquare 
kll .. t•• of 11-.r&M -uyat4e. 

-ID lHJ, appar•~ laalty 1• the handling of radioactive 
aat.,..iala 1 .. to a .. ~• of leuk-ta ca••• in No■ oow. 

--In 1965, •oirlet aol•tlau reported unuaual level■ of 
•tra11tt .. la tM CM'"-• .... •u99eetin9 it bad been uaed ... -1-- -- ..... 

~-/-IIITBL 



• I •U• -1A4C..f-' 

-ll-

--ln lMI, the la.let pr••• took the unu1ual 1tep of 
4enyln9 ruaor1 that IWGlNr power plant ■ cau ■ed di ■••••• 
'triad, for euaple, pabllahed the co■plaint of ■oMone 
rr;Tn9 DMr a\M:lll a pl•t ~t •th• hi9h level of radio
acti•ity8 altllt aplala -.Y I frequently ■ lck.• Th 
paper'• 4eoiaioa to ll auch 1 tter, even while 
rejectlnt th iweat , •...-•~ • nuclear epi•od• at the 
ti 

T,i,o ••ltr• aooowau, Sbs• A. Nedvedev'• Nuclear Oiaaater 
in the Dr•\, (lt7t> _. aocia aoea.ro••• The Deatruction of 
ii'itur• ln t • IO'lif\ Ufticm (lNO), prOYi4• detail ■ on th••• 
•1•clll0 laoldaita. t~ . ..lrapxted that reactor ■ were deliber
ately built outalde papal•~ a.r•• to liait th• nullber of 
people lffiO would be afleet. .. ~ oar be aware of probl•••. 
PurtheraOl'e, the au~ttt .. alwaye denied any report of• 
problea. 

That proc-4ure l\u beoc• l••• effective, however, •• ■ore 
plant• ha•e been bullt, the eool09y aO¥e .. nt ha• exP41nded, ■ore 
people have co• in cont.act with •uch plant ■, and aore que■-

1. Military. 11\WCMMI luaaint report■ indicate that 
racUation alckn••• i ■ a ac•w faar in th• Soviet Navy I that 
th•re are apectal olialoe t• affected aubaar iner •, and wen 
thnt ■pin.alt.ape ue r•ttnelJ ... lni ■ tered to check for 
radlatloa •l-we. IMl1~t• cauality control of r .. ctor 
ept•• proda.otloa e&MI f011C ,.aotta.a by operating peraonnel 
have led to • larc,e •~ ot o.Ya.l rMctOC' probl•••, wfth 
ctu·onic rM~or lNlla •~ tla• ac,■t eo..only noted. So■• 
cl••••• are ■oce aff•~ tllaa otbvaa the firat-generation 
Soviet nuclear aubaulaea (tile a-cl••• S8BN1, !-cla■• SSGNa, 
and 1-claa■ Ula) ha•• aotccl"8ly bad propulaion plant ■• The 
■e0ond-9eneratlon V-1-olua 1811• and C-cla■• SSGN• alao have 
been trouble-ridden. 011 •••••1 occaaion■, aub■arin••• nuclear 
p:,wer pluata failed cc 11let•lr, reqatr ing the unit ■ to be towed 
ho•. IIUoleu propulatoa preltlella llave required individual 
aubaaria•• to be ou~ ot ..,.,,. foe year• at a ti-. and ha•• 
.,ea DMNeitat .. __...,.._•,_of thea. 
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HEJi()RAMDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Rad iolog i cal l;lea lth Consequences to Traveller:s 
i n the USSR -

1. Swnmary. We 1:ont lnue to see no short term radiologicail heal th 
hazzards lo persons 1)utslde th€ vicinity of Chernobyl (distanc~.s beyond 
40-50 k11). There can t>e long ter11 consequences to people, par'ticularly at 

.great. distances. if radloadive 1od1ne-contuinated food.9tuffs are 
lnge.,ted . 

2. Discussion. Although the total radiation released fro the daaaged 
reactor at Chernobyl was illJlen.se, possibly hundreds of ■illion of Curie.s, 
most is either confined to the immediate vicinity of Chernobyl or has been 
dispersed widely, thus diluting it.s potency. 

3. The radtatinn released can be divided into two classes~-particulate 
and gaseous. The parti culates, which contain ■any long~lived, j highly 
radioactive ele~ents, settle out fro■ the ataosphere within te~s of· 
kilometers of the source. These partlcul~te.s will represent the Soviets~ 
long ter• clean-up pr0ble•. 

4. The radlatlon de te, ~ted 
gaseous releases. By far, the 
instant of the react or explosion. 
site should peak as this bow wave passes, 
true even though the daaaged reactor 

5. The prl.ary gaseotUJ releases 
radioactive noble gases (zenon, krypton, etc.). These are dan 

fro11 the 
ea.sed at the 
fro■ the 
This 1.s 

when concentrated because of the high energy (2 ■illlon electr n volts) of 
the gaama rays given off when they decay. But being noble ele ents, they 
cannot react che■ lcally to fora particulates, and are no dange ~o 
food.stuffs. As the bow wave of these ga.,es 1.s disaipated, the danger 
subsides. 

6. At about the sa11e t1 ■e a., the noble gaaes 
a.nounts of gaseous iodine were relea3ed as well. 

DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
NLRR ~Dfo- ll'tf€-#-ll>'ftl> 

BY (.,J NARA DATE~ 
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does not re presenl a near ter~ radiological health proble~, ho~ever, 
because. the ga.n:..r.e. ra ys er .. !Lt~d arE onl y about a tenth as energetic as for 
the noble gases. 

7, Iodine is a great long term concern because it does chemically 
react with the environl!ent and does conta inate foodstuffs. The major 
health hazzard stefis fro~ dairy cattle that inge!t conta inated feed, and 
concentrate the iodine ln their rii lk. This, ln turn, is concentrated in 
thyroid glands in people, particularly infant$, who drink the ~ilk . Direct 
inhalation is also a hazzard, though less radioactivity ls concentrated in 
the thyroid by this ~eans. The carcinogenistic effect of this radioactive 
iodine is well documented. Cancer of the thyroid is fatal abdut 25 percent 
of the tlme. Radloactlve Iodine has a half life of about eight days. This 
■eans that, for pract ical purposes, only food or Milk produced within the 
next few nonths will b€ a danger. 

only concern ■ ight be if the reactor blo~s again a., 
on it to cool it off, and the winds were blowing to 
total dosage In Kiev should be within safe levels. 
levels will need to be 11on1tored. 

the Sovie s 
Kiev. Ev~n 
Radloactl~e 

Gordon C. Oehler : 
Director : 

Sc1ent1f1c and Weapons RJsearch 
I Central Intelligence A ency 
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Editorial 0-1848 (2UR67) May 1, 1986 

NUCLEAR DISASTER AT CHERNOBYL 

Anncr: 

Next, a VOA Editorial, reflecting the views of the U.S. Government. 

Voice: 

Worldwide attention is focused on Chernobyl, a complex of nuclear power plants 

sixty miles north of Kiev in the Soviet Ukraine, where a meltdown of the central 

core of a nuclear reactor has taken place causing n explosion that released 

dangerous quantities of radiation. It is believed that the graphite housing of the 

ore may still be burning at Chernobyl, spewing particles of radioactive debris into 

the atmosphere. 

There seems little doubt that this is the most serious nuclear accident in history) tJ~
9
-;; {?) 

Official Soviet press statements have termed it a "disaster," and because the Soviets 

rarely publicize news about any domestic catastrophes -- even earthquakes or floods 

--their use of the word "disaster "is especially significant. 

Nuclear radiation in the atmosphere doesn't respect national borders. It 

disperses into the air of the planet and is therefore an international concern. The 

reluctance of the Soviet Union to supply all of the details about the Chernobyl event -fw>,

is especially disturbing. Withi a the accident, radiation readings in ~cLi>,, -
Scandinavia were one hundred times higher than normal, but the Soviets didn't 

alert the world to the event for more than a day, and then only after they received 

an inquiry from the Swedish government. They didn't inform the International 

Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna until Monday, April 28 -- two days after the 

explosion occurred. 

Officially, the Soviets claim that the situation at Chernobyl has stabilize n-at 

radiation levels are under control. Nevertheless they 

Germany for help, and there are unconfirmed rep of mass evacuations fro.m the 



Chernobyl area. The United States has expressed regret to the Soviet government 

about this tragedy, our concern about civilian casualties, and our readiness to 

provide humanitarian and technical assistance as soon as possible. But as yet, th1 

Soviets have not asked for our help. 

American specialists want to share their knowledge and experience with Soviet 

experts, for they know that sealing the damaged reactor, cleaning up the 

surrounding environment, and treating the thousands of people potentially 

affected by radiation is a difficult and extensive process. In 1979, there was a partial 

meltdown at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania. Most of 

the escaping radiation was contained, and there were no deaths or associated 

illnesses among the nearby population . Nevertheless, the knowledge-Americans 

gained from their study of the Three Mile Island incident and the recommendations 

for immediate safety measures could be especially important to the Soviets at this 

tragic time. 

The extent of the Chernobyl catastrophe is not yet known, mainly because the 

Soviet government has released so little information. Rumors and speculation 

abound, and will continue to increase as long as the Soviets refuse to set the record 

straight. American and Japanese tourists returning from the Kiev area, for example, 

say they were warned about possible contamination of the drinking water, but 

there have been no official cautions from the Kremlin. U.S. intelligence sources /JO .' __. 
believe there is reason to fear that a second reactor at Chernobyl may be in danger ~ 

of meltdown; yet, again, there is no word from Moscow to confirm or deny this ~lf 
report. 

When it comes to nuclear safety, no one can stand on ceremony. The potential 

dangers of human radiation poisoning and irreversible damage to the environment 

are of worldwide concern, regardless of the reticent Soviet government's desire to 

... M1 



avoid embarrassment. We want to help in whatever way we can -- to minimize 

casualties, prevent further contamination, and to work with Soviet authorities to 

make nuclear energy safe for the future. 

Anncr : That was a VOA Editorial, reflecting the views of the U.S. Government. 

-0-



May 1, 1986 

POLITICAL TALKING POINTS/THEMES 

Whatever the cause of the accident, the Soviets' handling of the 
accident reminds us of some things about the Soviet system. 
E.G.: 

The Soviet attitude toward international obligations: 

o IAEA Experts' Guidelines (1983-84), which Soviet 
experts participated in drafting, laid down standards 
of conduct for such cases, including timely sharing of 
information to affected states. 

o Other countries' ability to assess environmental 
impact, hazards to health, and future extent of both, 
is seriously hampered by withholding of facts about 
cause and circumstances of the accident. 

o Demonstrates requirement for effective verification and 
greater transparency in agreements reached with 
U.S.S.R. 

Aspects of the Soviet system: 

o Callousness toward their own people. 

o Misleading, even deceptive public statements. E.g., 
TASS's claim that this was first Soviet nuclear 
accident, when we know of at least five (including a 
major explosion in Siberia in 1958 that contaminated 
more than 125,000 sq. km. of countryside). 

o Casts doubt on Gorbachev's pledges of "openness" and 
his image as a "modern, enlightened" type of leader . 
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CON F~ NT I AL SECTION 01 OF 83 WARSAW 04476 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: ENRG, SENV, CASC, UR, Pl 
SUBJECT: CH ERNO -~ ' UC R D.lSA_SlE · 0 IN OJl,H.S POL I SH 
PUBLIC CON CE RN I NG RAO I AT I ON LEVELS AND PROPHYL AC _...__ 
REF : IIARSAII 4452 !NOTALl 

1.\. · ENT I RE TEXT. 

2. SUHltARY . A TELEVISION APPEARANCE OF SIX MEMBERS OF THE 
GOP CHERNOBYL ' EMERGENCY PANEL PROV I OED THE FIRST 
OFFICIAL FIGURE S OF RADIATION LEVELS IN POLAND FOLLOWING 
THE SOVIET NUCLEAR DISASTER. ACCORDING TO Ui.EH,-tHE 
MAXI MUN 2RTHEAST 
POL ANDI I NlM.UM 
ABOUT lHRE.L UME. BACKGROUND. THE AVERAGE IIAS ABOUT 8. I 

I E POSED NO HEAL TH HAZARD. T E P'-llll!."--"""'~uuED 
THE IODINE DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM (WH ICH THEY Ulf'HASLZED AS 
BEING NE.CESScAR.Y) IIHICll CONllt(UES TO PROVIDE THE IODINE 
PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN BELOW AGE 16 EVEN ON THE MAY 

E POPULATION I/AS ASSURED THAT T 

DAY HOLIDAY. IT REPEATED EARLIER PUBLISHED CAUTIONARY 
MEASURES CONCERNING HILK FROM COI/S GRAZING ON OPE N PASTURE. 
11 RECOHl1£NDED WASHING All FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 
TNE TELECAST AL SO SHOWED AN OFFICIAL SOVIET REPORT ON 
CNERNOIYL' ALONG Ill TH A PURPORTED ST I LL SHOT OF THE 
REACTOR AFTER TNE DISASTER. END SUMMARY. 

3. ON THE EVEN ING OF APR IL JS, POI ISM I WERE 
CANO L.EJST 
THE BLUE-RIBBON 

PANll._ HASTILY ASSEIIBLED BY THE GOP ON MONDAY IN THE \/AKE 
OF THE CHERNOBYL ' NUCUAR DISASTER. SIX MEMBERS OF THE 
PANEL PARTICIPATED IN THE FIFTEEN-MINUTE "MEET THE 
PRESS" SESSION FOLLOWED EV PANEL RESPOIISES TO 

TELEPrONE IN QU I RE S FROM VI EWER S. PANELISTS I/ERE: 
MIN ISTER OF HEAL TH MIROSLA\I CYBULKO; DOMESTIC 
TRADE MINISTER JERZY JOZWIAK; DIRECTOR OF THE 
INSTITUTE OF MOTHER AND CHILD PROF. KRtSTYNA BOZEK; 
PROF. ZBIGNIEII JAWOROWSKI OF THE CENTRAL LABORATORY 
FOR RADIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS; DIRECTOR OF THE 
NATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AND RESEARCH AGENCY MIECZYSLAI/ 
SOWINSKI ; AND PROF. JANUSZ NAUMAN OF THE POSTGRADUATE 
MEDICAL CENTER. THE PANELISTS BRIMMED 
EXPERTISE AND EXUDED TRANQUILITY, OF COURSE 
INTENDED TO ALLAY THE ANXIETIES OF THE POL ISH PEOPLE . 

4. PROF. JA\IOROIISKI, WHO HAS BEEN PRINICPAL INVESTIGATOR 
ON A MARIE SKLODO\ISKA·CURIE FUND GRANT AND IS AN 
INTERNATIONALLY-RESPECTED RADIOLOGICAL MEASUREMENTS 
SPECIAL 1ST, PROVIDED WHAT IS THE "HARDEST" GOP DATA 
TO DATE ON THE LE VELS OF ABSORBED RADIAT I ON DOSE BY THE 
POL ISH POPULATION. HE SAID : A) THAT THE AVERAGE ABSORBED 
DOSE THROUGH APRIL 30 \/AS ABOUT 0.1 REM; Bl THAT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL OF RADIATION EXPOSURE I/AS SUCH THAT IF 11 
WERE SUSTAINED FOR TEN DAYS IT WOULD RESULT IN AN ABSORBED 
DOSE OF ABOUT 0. 58 REM; Cl THAT THE LOI/EST ABOVE BACKGROUND 
LEVEL REPORTED IN POLAND \IAS ABOUT 511 T IHES LOI/ER, I.E . 
0. 012 REM. HE ASSURED HIS VIEI/ERS THAT THESE DOSES \/£RE 
NOTHING TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT SINCE THE ' RECOMMENDED 
ABSORBED DOSE LIM IT FOR INCIDENTS OF THIS SORT WAS 10 REMS ." 
(COMMENT: THIS LEVEL OF ABSORBED DOSE IS AL IMIT SET IN THE 

US NAT I ONAL COUNCIL ON RADIATION PROTECTION MEASUREMENT 
REPORT 35 FOR RAD IATION WORKERS AS "A RETROSPECTIVE ANNUAL 
DOSE . • . FOR DOSE INCREMENTS WELL DISTRIBUTED OVER TIME." 
END COMMENT. ) 
HE CHOSE NOT TO TELL THE VIEWER S THAT THE RECOMMENDED 
LIMIT ON ABSORBED DOSE FOR THE GENERAL POPULATION 
IS ONLY 0. 17 REM, PRESUMABLY SINCE THE QUOTE AVERAGE 

UNQUOTE ACCUMULATED DOSE \IAS ALREADY 0. 18 REM. IN EFFECT 
HE WAS ENLI STING THE WHOLE POPULATION OF POLAND INTO THE 
FRATERNITY OF RAD I ATION WORKERS, AN HONOR FOR 1/HICH THEY 
WERE NOT PREPARED . HAV I NG SELECTED THE 18 REM LIMIT, 
JAIIOROI/SK I THEN ATTEMPTED A REDUCT I ON (I} AD ABSURDUM OF 
CONCERN ABOUT POTENTIAL ABSORBED DOSE LEVELS BY 
POINTING OUT THAT EVEN IF THE MAXIMUM RADIATION LEVELS 
PERSISTED FOR 100 DAYS·-A PROPOSITION WHICH HE REJECTED 
AS RIDICULOUS··THE TOTAL ABOSRBED DOSE 1/0ULD 
BE BELOW THE 10 REM LEVEL . 

5. JAIIOROIISKI SAID THAT THE RAD IATION WAS FIRST DETECTED 
IN POLAND DURING SUNDAY NIGHT, APRIL 27; SOWINSKI HASTENED 
TO ADD THAT THIS FIRST DETECTION OCCURRED IN NORTHEAST 
POLAND . SOWINSKI ALSO SAID THAT THE RADIAT ION LEVEL 
"STABILIZED" (READ PEAKED) ON APRIL 29 AND THAT THE 
QUOTE AVERAGE UNQUOTE HAS BEEN DROPPING SINCE THEN. 
BT 
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HE CONCEDED THAT LOCAL INCREASES ARE BEING OBSER VED 
BECAUSE OF WEATHER PATTERN VARI ATION S, BUT HE REPEATED 
THAT THE OVERALL LEVEL IS DROPP ING. CYBULSK I URGED THAT 
AL L GREEN VEGETABLES BE WASHED THOROUGHL Y BEFORE CON SUMPT I ON 
ANO REPE ATED THE RECOMMENOATION CONTAI NED IN THE PRE SS 
THAT MIL K FROM COWS GR AZI NG ON OPEN PASTURES NOT BE CONSUMED. 
HE APPEALED TO THE FARMER' S SENSE OF RESPONSIBIL ITY TO 
SOCIETY TO STOP DELIVERING SUCH MILK TO PICK- UP POINTS . 

6. PROFESSOR BOZEK DESCRIBED THE IODINE DISTR IBUTION 
PROGRAM WHOSE PURPOSE WAS PROPH YLACT IC. JOZWIAK ASSURED 
THE PUBL IC THAT THERE WAS NOT A SHORTAGE OF IODINE SOL UTION 
ANO THAT CLINICS WOULD ADMINISTER THE OOESE THROUGHOUT 
THE HAY 1 HOLIDAY. (COMMENT : POT ASS I UM I OD I NE IS AN 
ABUNDANT CHEl11CAL PRESUMABLY AV AIL ABLE IN POLAND IN 
SUFFICIENT QUANTITIE S FOR THIS PROGRAM. AS IS WELL KNOIIN 
11EOICINES ARE CONTINUALLY IN SHORT SUPPL Y IN POLAND ; VITAMI N 
PI LLS AND ASPIRINS ARE INFORMALLY RATIONED. THE GOP HUST 
BE PLEASED TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM 
FOR 1/HICH THEY CAN SUPPLY THE PRESCR IBED QUOTE CURE 
UNQUOTE. END COMMENT. l THE I OD I NE TREATMENT \/AS RECOMMENDED 
FOR CHILDREN BELOW 16 YEARS OF AGE All OVER POLAND . 
ICOMl1ENT : NO DATA ON IODINE 131 CONCENTRATION I/AS PRESENTED . 

JAI/DROIISKI SAID IN EFFECT THAT THE RADIATION EXPOS URE 
OVER THE COUNTRY VARIED BY A FACTOR OF ABOUT FIF TY . \/HILE 
I OOINE TREATl1ENT MAY HAVE MADE SENSE FOR CH I LDREN IN 
THE HIGHEST EXPOSURE AREAS, IT CANNOT MAKE SENSE 
FOR THOSE IN THE LOIi EXPOSED AREAS \/HERE HIS DATA IMPL IES 
SUPPL I ES SUB STANT I AL LY L 01/ER ABSORBED DOSES. END 
COHl1ENT.l BOZEK DID NOT TH I NK THAT DAILY I/ASHING OF 
CHILDREN ' S HAIR AND CLOTHING WAS DEMANDED BY THE RAD I ATION 
SITUAT ION BUT SHE ALLOIIED THAT SUCH A PR ACT I CE \/AS 
COl1MENDABLE EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF A RADIAT I ON EMERGENCY . 

7. BOZEK ALSO ADDRESSED THE CONCERNS OF PREGNAN T \/OMEN . 
SHE ASSURED THEM THAT NEITHER THEY NOR THEIR UNBOR N CH ILDREN 

\/E RE I N DAIIGE~ FROM TH E RAD I ATION. RATHER , SHE SAID, THEY 
WERE I N GREATER DAN GER FROM THE MOTHER -TO-BE GE TTI NG 
UPSET AND GE NE RAT I NG INTERNAL STRESS. I OD I NE TREATMENT 
\/AS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PREGNANT WOME·N. 

8. IT RA I NED A BIT THE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 38. IN RESPONSE 
TO A QUESTION, JAIIOROIISK I 1/ELCOMED THE RAIN AND WISHED THAT 
MORE 1/0ULD FALL ESPECIALLY FROM HIGH ALTITUDE CLOUDS . 
THIS, HE SAID, WOULD PRECIPITATE THE RADIOACTIVE PARTICLES, 
\/ASH PLANT S, PASTURES, ETC AND WOULD HASTEN THE RETURN 
OF THE RADIATION LEVEL TO BACKGROUND LEVELS . 

9. CYBULSKI REPORTED ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
INCIDENT INFORMATION CENTERS IN EACH REGION VOYEVOD 
HEALTH OFF ICE ANO URGED THE POPUL ATION TO MAKE USE OF 
THESE CENTER S. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE PANEL WOULD REPEAT 
A TELEVISION APPE ARACHE SHOULD THE SI TUAT I ON I/ARRANT . 

18. THE SANE NE WSCAST WH ICH TELEV I STED TH IS SESSION 11 1TH 
THE PANEL ALSO BROADCAST THE OFFICIAL SOV IET TELEV ISION 
REPORT ON CH ERNOB YL. IT INCLUDED A STILL PICTURE OF THE 
REACTOR 1/HICH SHOWED HALF THE BUILDING SE VERELY DAMAGED, 
THE OTHER HAL F APPARE NTL Y INTACT . THE NE WS CASTER SAI D 
THAT Al THE SI TUAT I ON I/AS UN DER CONTR OL , Bl ONLY Tl/0 
PEOPLE HAD DIED, Cl 1/ESTER N MEDIA \/ERE EXAGGERATING THE 
MAGNI TUDE OF THE ACC I DENT, AND Dl ABOU T 178 PEOPLE \/ERE 
HOS PITAL I ZED AND 49 RELE AS ED. 

11. COMMEN T: DATA PROVI DED BY JA\IOROWSKI I MPL Y THAT THE 
PEAK ABSORBED DOE S RATE LEVEL OBSERVED IN POLAND I/AS ABOUT 
2. 3 MI LLIREN PER HOUR . ASSUM I NG A BACKGROUND LE VEL OF 139 
MILLIREN PER YE AR, THI S MEANS THAT THE MAXIMUM ABSORBED 
DOES LEVEL \/AS ABOUT 150 TI MES BACKGROUND . TH I S DATA ALSO 
IMPLY A LOW END ABSORBED DOSE LEVEL OF ABOUT 3 Tl MES 
BACKGROUND. 

12. THE GOP SHOULD RECEI VE HIGH MARK S FOR TRYING TO 
RESPOND TO SOCIETAL CONCER NS . HO\IEVER, SC I COUNS WATCHED 
THE PROGRAM IN THE COMPANY OF AN QUOTE ORO I NARY UNQUOTE 
POLE \lllOSE COMMENT I/AS THAT THEY I/ERE LYING . SC ICOUNS' 
ASSURANCES THAT THERE I/ERE DI STINGUISHED SCIENT ISTS 
DID NOT CONVINCE HI S POL ISH COMPANION. TH AT THE 
POLISH PERSON- IN-THE-STREET DOESN ' T BELIE VE THE GOP 
WAS EV IDENCED BY THE NEAR PANIC BUYING OF BUTTER, POIIOERED 
MILK, BREAD, ETC IN ANTICIP ATION OF SHORTAGES WHICH 

BT 
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AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 0036 
USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 8268 

~ e NF 1 b EN f I A PSECTION 03 OF 03 WARSA W 04476 

CAN NOW BE BLAMED ON RADIATION CONTAMIN ATION. THE 
IODINE DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM SHOULD WIN KUDOS FOR THE 
GOP ; THEY HAVE ACTED QUICKLY, FORCEFULL Y, WITH SEMMING 
CONCERN FOR THE POEPLE AS ITS OVERRIDING GOAL , A STROKE OF 
GENIUS . OF COURSE , THE Y HAVE OTHER MOTI VES FOR THEIR ACTION . 
THEY MUST AVER T PANIC , REDUCE A FURTHER BUILD-UP OF ANTI
SOVIET SENTIME NT , AND PRESERVE THEIR ABILIT Y TO CONTINUE 
THEIR OWN NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM. 

13. ADDITIONAL UNEVALUATED DATA. IN CONVERSATION LAST 
NIGHT , THE RECTOR OF WARSAW UNIVERSITY (STRICTLY PROTECT) 
WHO IS HIMSELF A PHYSICIST, TOLD THE CHARGE THAT RADIATION 
LEVELS IN WARS AW ON APRIL 30 WERE 15 TO 30 TIMES 
BACKGROUND AT VARIOUS TIMES DURING THE DAY , TH AT A SAMPLE 
OF DUST FROM AN AUTOMOBIL JUST RETURNED FROM THE NORTHEAST 
HAD BEEN ANALYZED AND SHOWED RADIATION AT 300 TIMES NORMAL 
LEVELS , AND TH AT AIRCR AFT MEASUREMENTS IN THE HIGH ALTITUDE 
CLOUD OVER NORTHEAST POLAND ~ATE NOT SPECIFIED) 
REGISTERED RADIATION AT 1000 TIMES BAC KGROUND. HE 
DESCRIBED NORMAL BACKGROUND RADIATION IN WARSA W AS ABOUT 
1 00 C. P. M. ON A GE I GER COUNTER. 
DAVIS 
BT 
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TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4291 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7223 
USIA 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4562 
USDOE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMB ASSY BUCHAREST IMMEDIATE 2391 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1452 
AME MB AS SY BONN IMMEDIATE 0261 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2814 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE 5178 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1108 
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 241 S 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3491 
AMEMBASSY 1/ARSAII IMMEDIATE 3691 
UNVIE MISSION VIENNA IMMEDIATE 

Q g II F I 9 E II T I A l SECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 117457 

PASS S/NP: AMBASSADOR KENNEDY 

E. 0. 12356: OECL: OADR 
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR 
SUBJECT: CHERNOBY ' CC I DENT: REPORT NO. 7, 

REF: MOSCO\/ 7427 

1. -eomo~IHtill~ ENTIRE TEXT. 

SUMMARY: 

2. THE SOVIETS HAVE PROVIDED THE DUTCH AND OTHER 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 111TH MINIMAL INFORMATION ON THE 
CHERNOBYL' DISASTER IN A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT TO 
DI SCOURAGE EVACUATION OF TOURISTS. EC COUNTRIES 
CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR FULLER INFORMATION. 
mo SUMMARY 

3. THE DUTCH DCM fROTECT) GAVE POLCOUNS THE FOLLOWING 
READOUT ON AN APRIL 30 MEETING THEIR AMBASSADOR HAD 

111TH THE SOVIETS. 

TURNAROUND: 

4. AS OF LATE AFTERNOON APRIL 3.0, THE MFA OFFICIALLY 
\/AS STATING IT I/AS NOT COMPETENT TO ADDRESS THE 

NUCLEAR ACCIDENT ISSUE, IT WOULD NOT RECEIVE THE 
DUTCH, ANO DEPFONMI N KOVAL EV \/AS "OUT OF TOIIN." 
THEY REFERRED THE DUTCH TO THE STATE COMMITTEE FOR 
ATOMIC ENERGY ' S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT. 
LATER, THE DUTCH PASSED ON TO NIKIFOROV OF MFA 
PROTOCOL THE EC ' S APPEAL THAT THE USSR HELP EC 
CITIZENS \/HO \/ANTED TO LEAVE THE AREA. LATE AT 
NIGHT, HOWEVER, THE MFA CALLED IN AT LEAST UK, 
FRENCH, AUSTRIAN, FINNISH ANO DUTCH, AND PERHAPS 
OTHERS, TO ADDRESS THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT. 

DUTCH READOUT: 

S. KOVAL EV HAD 111TH HIM A. M. PETROSYANTS, (CHAIRMAN, 
STATE COMMITTEE FOR THE UTILIZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY) 
AMBASSADOR VLADIM IR PET ROVSKIY, AND AN MFA OFFICIAL. 
KOVALEV OPENED 111TH A STATEMENT SIMILAR TO THE ONE 
READ TO THE UK AMBASSADOR (SEPTEU. IT SAID THE 
USSR UNDERSTOOD THE DISQUIET OF OTHER COUNTRIES, 
IIHICH THE USSR SHARED, BUT THE SOVIET UNION 1/I SHED 
TO PROVIDE AS FULL INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER 
TO ALLEVIATE THESE ANXIETIES, THE USSR APPRECIATED 
THE VARIOUS OFFERS OF HELP BUT THEY I/ERE NOT 
NECESSARY SINCE THE USSR HAD ALL THE SCIENTIFIC 

AND TECHNICAL MEANS NECESSARY. 

CURRENT STATUS: 

6. KOVALEV THEN ADDRES SED REACTOR NO. 4, STATI NG 
THAT THE LEAKAGE HAD STOPPED, THE REACTOR I/AS NOT 
WORKING, AND THERE I/ERE NO FURTHER POLLUTING 
EMISSIONS. THE THREE OTHE R PLANTS \/ERE ON "RESERVE" 
(STANDBY BASIS), AND ALL ATTENTION \/AS DIRECTED AT 

PLANT NO. 4, INCLUDING LIQUIDATING THE CONSEQUENCES 

OF THE INCIDENT. 

WESTERN PRESS COMPLAINT: 

7. KOVAL EV PROTESTED I/ES TERN PRESS COVERAGE 1/H I CH 
HE SAID EXAGGERATED THE EVENT, CAUSING "EMOTIONAL 
REACTIONS" IN THE \/EST. HE SAID HE HOPED THE 
INFORMATION PROVIDED 1/0ULD 00 AIIAY 111TH THESE 

EMOTIONAL REACTIONS. 

DUTCH RESPONSE: 

8. AFTER REPEATING PRIOR EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY AND 
OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE, THE DUTCH REAFFIRMED THEIR 
APPEAL FOR THE SOVIETS TO ASSIST EC NATIONALS \/HO 

BT 
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OP I MMED 
STU0660 
DE RUEHMO #7457/02 1211741 
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TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4292 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7224 
US I A 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4 563 
USDOE IIASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST IMMEDIATE 2392 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1453 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 0262 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2815 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE 5171 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1109 
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 2416 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3492 
AMEMBASSY 1/ARSAII IMMEDIATE 3692 
UNVIE MISSION VIENNA IMMEDIATE 

C O N F ~ T I A L SECTION 02 OF 02 MOSCO\/ 07457 

PASS S/NP: AMBASSADOR KENNEDY 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR 
SUBJECT: CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. 7, 

DESIRED TO LEAVE, AND CALLED FOR A FULLER AND MORE 
PROMPT SOVIET PROVISION OF INFORMATION. 

PETROSYANTS INTERVENTION: 

9. KOVAlEV ASKED PETROSYANTS TO PROVIDE MORE 
INFORMATION. PETROSYANTS REV I El/ED SOVIET PUBl IC 
DATA ON DEATHS, HOSPITALIZATIONS AND RELEASES. 
HE THEN ADDED THAT THE INCIDENT HAD BEEN "VERY 
COMPLICATED.• HE SAID HE DID NOT I/ANT TO BELITTLE 
THE MATTER, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT STATE I/HAT THE 
COMPLICATIONS WERE. A "LONG TIME" 1/0ULO BE 
REQUIRED TO L IQUIOATE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
INCIDENT. THE CLOUD 1/HICH FORMED "ORIGINALLY" HAD 
BEEN DANGEROUS: IT CONT A I NED NOBLE GASES 
("BlAGOROONIYE GAZI") LIKE KRYPTON, BUT ALSO 

STRONTIUM 90 AND OTHERS, Al THOUGH THESE I/ERE ONLY 
A MINOR PART OF THE TOTAL EMISSION. 

10. SINCE THE LEAKAGE HAD STOPPED, THE SITUATION 
\/AS IMPROVING, PETRDSYANTS ADDED. HOIIEVER, HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT LOCAL CLIMATE COULD BE AFFECTED. 
HE SAID THE CURRENT READING FOR VILNIUS I/AS 8.84 
HllLIREHS PER HOUR, BUT THIS COULD RISE TO 8.07 
Hill IREHS PER HOUR. HE CITED SI/EDI SH SOURCES TO 

THE EFFECT THAT CONTAMINATION RATES SEVEN TIMES 
NORMAL I/ERE NOT THREATENING. HE SAID KIEV'S NORMAL 
READING I/AS ZERO 1/fflLE ITS CURRENT READING I/AS 
0.075 MILLIREMS PER HOUR; THIS \/AS NOTHING TO BE 
1/0RRIED ABOUT. IN CONCLUSION, HE SAIi NO NEED FOR 
TOURISTS TO EVACUATE. HE SAi D THE DUTCH NOii HAO 
ALL THE INFORMATION ON 1/HICH THE SOVIET COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS HAO DECIDED EARLIER THE SAME DAY NOT TO 
HAVE A SECOND EVACUATION. (SEE SEPTEL ON PETROSYANTS' 

COMMENTS TO THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR.) 

HEALTH SERVI CE FOR FOREIGNERS: 

11. KOVAlEV ADDED THAT THE UKRAINIAN AND BYlEORUSSIAN 
MINISTRIES OF PUBLIC HEALTH HAD SEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
ANSI/ER ANY QUESTIONS OF FOREIGNERS CONCER"NED ABOUT 
THE HEALTH ASPECT. AS OF THE HORNING OF APRIL 30, A 
CLINIC HAD ALSO BEEN OPENED IN MOSCO\/ TO CHECK 
FOREIGNERS AS I/Ell. THE SOVIETS WOULD ALSO BE 
HAVING MORE CONTACT ON THIS MATTER, SO IT \/AS 
GROUNDLESS TO ADVISE TOURISTS TO EVACUATE. THE 
DUTCH UNDERTOOK TO FORI/ARD THE SOVIET ltffORMATION 

FOR ANALYSIS. HARTMAN 

BT 
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OP I MMED 
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86 

TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4290 

INFO AHCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7222 

USI A 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4561 
USO OE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AHEMBASSY BUCHAREST IMME DIATE 2390 
AMEHBASSY BUDAPEST IMMED IATE 1451 
AMEMBASS Y BONN IMMEDIATE 0269 
AME MB ASSY COPE NH AGEN IMMEDIATE 2813 
AMEMB ASS Y HELSINKI IMMEDI AT E 5169 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1187 
AMEMBASSY OSL O IMMEDIA TE 2414 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3490 
AMEMBASSY 1/ARSA\I IMMEDI ATE 3690 

C O N F l~N T I A L MOS CO\/ 07456 

[. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR 
SUBJE CT: ~Wl6YI ' ~~ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. , 

AS OF 1309 GMT MAY 1 

REF: MOSCO\/ 742 7 

1. CONF ~TIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. A \/EST GERMAN BUSI NESS MAN, EQU IPPED 111TH A 
GEIGER COUNTER AND 111TH EXP ERIENCE IN ITS USE, 
ARR I VED IN KI EV YESTERDAY FROM HOS CO\/. IN A PHONE 
CONVERSATION 111TH THE FRG EMBASSY THIS AFTERNOON, 
THE BUS I NE SSMAN REPORTED HEASUR I NG A RAD I AT I ON LEVEL 
IN THE STREETS OF KIEV OF 8.8 HILLIREMS PER HOUR; 
1/ITHIN HIS HOTEL ROO~ HE RECORDED 0. 22 MILLIREHS 
PER HOUR, UP FROM ZERO AT ARRIVAL. THE \/IND IN 
KIEV IS NOii BLOWI IIG NORTH-TO-SOUTH. 

3. IN A RECEPTION HONORING THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
OF PAN AM SERVI CE, THE AMBASSADOR PO I NTEDL V TOLD 
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF AVIATION HOii BADLY THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT IS HANDLING THE CHERNOBYL' CRISIS ANO TO 
INFORM THE LEADERSHIP, OR THIS REVIVED TOURIST 
LINK \/ILL SUFFER BEC AUSE OF TRAVELLERS' \/ELL-FOUNDED 
CONCERNS . INTERESTINGLY, A CHICAGO TOUR REPRESENTATIVE 
TOLD THE 10 THAT AN INTOURIST OFFICIAL COMPLAINED THAT 
THEY HAO SPENT ALL DAV APRIL 29 TAKING CAlfCELLATIONS 
OF TOURS. 

r 

4. AN AUS TR ALI AN EHBOFF \/AS RETURN I NG TO HOSCO\I 
FRIDAY NIGHT BY TRA IN, WHICH \/AS STOPPED FOR 3 HOURS 
JUST OUTSIDE KIEV, SUPPOSEDLY BECAUSE A FREIGHT 
TRAIN HAO DERAILED. \/HEN THEY GOT TO KIEV AT 0300 
SATURDAY MORNING, HE SAIi AN UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE MILLING AROUND THE STATION, INCLUDING A 

LOT OF YOUNG SOLDIERS. 

S. ACC OR D I NG TO A NORIIE GI AN EMBOFF, THE EC AMBASSADORS 
HAVE BEEN CALLED TO A MEETING AT THE MFA TODAY AT 
1600 MOSCO\/ TIME. \IE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED A READOUT. 

6. CONTRARY TO RUMORS 1/H I CH ARE \/ORK I NG THEI R 1/AY 
INTO 1/ESTERN PRESS REPORTS, NEITHER THE BRITISH NOR 
THE SI/ED I SH EMBASSIES ARE OFFER I NG TO EVACUATE THEIR 

DEPENDENTS. 

7. EMBOFFS TALKED 111TH AMERICAN STUDENTS IN THE 
PROGRESSIVE TOUR GROUP WHICH RETURNED THIS MORNING 
FROM KIEV AN D DEPARTE D THIS AFTERNOON FOR LONDON. 
KIEV, IN THEIR VIEi/, HAO A SURFACE CALM ABOUT IT 
1/HICH BEL JED A DEVELOPING UNEASINESS. \/HEN FIRST 
TOLD SY THE ST0DENTS ABOUT 1/E STERN RADIO STORIES 
OF A MAJ OR DI SASTER AT THE CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR 
rOIIER PLANT, THEIR UKRAINIAN FRIENDS \/ERE HIGHLY 
SKE PTICAL . AS THE STUDENTS BECAME CONCER NED TO 
THE POINT OF DRINKING ONLY BOTTLED \/ATER, TH IR 
CONTACTS BEGAN TO ACCEP T THE NOTION THAT CL EARLY 

SOMETHING HAO GONE \/RONG UP THERE, BUT TRIED TO 
RECONCILE IT AGAINST OFFICIAL SOVIET STATEMENTS 
BY SAYING, "IF THERE IS ACTUALLY A SERIOUS PROBLEM, 

1/0ULDN' T 'THEY' ti.[., THE GOVERNMENT) BE DOING 

SOMETING ABOUT KIEV -- EVACUATING, AT LEAST, THE 
\/OMEN AND CH !LOREN, OR \/ARNI NG US, OR TAK ING SOME 
PRECAUTION S?" THE BRIT I SH EMBASSY REPORTS THAT THE 
GROUP IIAS TOLD BY BRIT ISH AIRWAYS TH AT, BESIDES THE 
PHYSICAL EXAM REQUIRE D BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES BEFORE 
DEPARTURE, AIRLINES' DOCTOR WOULD ADMINISTER ANOTHER 
EXAM AND, IN ADDITION, PROVIDE CLEAN TRACK SUITS 
FOR THE STUDENTS TO \/EAR ABOARD THE PLANE. 

8. THREE BR IT I SH STUDENTS, T\10 FROM KI EV ANO ONE 
FROM MI NSK, ECHOED REPORTS OF CALN, BUT THE TWO FRON 
KIEV ADDEO THAT THERE \/AS INCREASED ROAD TRAFF! C 
OUTS I DE OF THE C ITV. THEY DI O NOT NOTE AN OVERLY 
LARGE PERCENTAGE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES IN THE TRAFFIC, 
DESCR IBING IT AS ESSENTIALLY THE USUAL, BUT MORE OF 

IT. HARTMAN 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SUBJECT: CHERN08-YL ' NUCLEAR ACC I CENT . REPORT NO. 5 

REF: (Al STATE 135824, (Bl MOSCO\/ 07291, 
(Cl MOSCO\/ 07 31 7 

1. CONF~IAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. PRESS GUIDENCE OF APRIL 30 (REFTEL Al NOTE S 
STATEMENT BY SOV/ ET SPOKESMAN THAT TRAVEL TO HI EV 
"NAY BE DANGEROUS." EMBASSY BECAME Al/ARE OF AP 
STORY 111 TH TH IS QUOTE AT ABOUT 1500 MOSCO\./ TI HE ON 
APRIL 31! (REFTEL Bl . 10 VERNER CALLED SAZANOV 
IIIIIED/ATELY, BUT I/AS NOT ABLE TO REACH HIM FOR MORE 
THAN AN HOUR. I/HEN CONTACT \./AS MADE VERNER READ THE 
AP QUOTE TO SAZANOV AND ASKED HI 11 TO CONFIRM THE 
STATEMENT. 

3. SAZAI/OV ADMITTED SAYING THAT IT MIGHT BE DANG EROUS 
I N KIEV, BUT HE SA I D THI S \./AS IIITENDED AS A REPL Y TO 
A QUESTION ON TRA VEL AND NOT AS AN OFFIC IAL STATEME NT 
ON THE SITUATION IN TH AT CITY. HE \./AS UPSET AT BE I NG 
QUOTED IR EFTEL Cl . I/HEN VERNER ASH ED WHETHER EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL OR JOURNALISTS COULD TRAVEL TO KIEV, SAZANOV 
REPL IED, QUOTE NO, KIEV HAS BEE N CLOSED END QUOTE. 

4 . A SUBSE QUENT CALL TO THE TR AVEL OFFICE AT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OREi/ THE REPLY QUOTE KIEV IS CLOSED FOR 
Y. USONS OF A TEMPORARY NATURE END QUOTE . THE SAME 
REPLY I/AS RECEI VED THI S AFTERNOON . 

5. \IE URG E DEPsRTME NT INSUR E THAT STATEMENTS ATT RI BUTED 
TO SOV IET SPOKESMEN \./ERE I N FACT ISSUED IN AN OFF IC I AL 
CAPACITY . HARTMAN 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 
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