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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKYI"\'\) 

0089 

January 13, 1986 

SUBJECT: Letter to President from Balovlenkov re Spouses 
Denied Permission to Leave Russia 

I have reviewed and concur, with minor annotated changes, with 
the draft response (Tab A) for the President's signature to Mrs. 
Elena Balovlenkov and The Divided Spouses. Attached at Tab I is 
a memorandum to Sally Kelley for your signature noting our 
concurrence. 

Ma~ck, Raym~, 
RECOMMENDATION 

~"' 'b-r-7 
Man~e), and Sestanovich concur. 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memo to Kelley 
Tab A Draft resonse 

Tab II Incoming 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

00 89 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

Letter to President from Balovlenkov re Spouses 
Denied Permission to Leave Russia 

We have reviewed and concur, with minor annotated changes, with 
the draft response (Tab A) for the President's signature to Mrs. 
Balovlenkov and The Divided Spouses. 

Attachment: 

Tab A Draft Response 

} 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mrs. Balovlenkov: 

I have been asked to reply to your October 17 letter to 

President Reagan concerning the efforts of all of you to be 
:t r~rc.>+- ......... ~ Ur. ,,..C.>Po.-t~"'.9 +. "I.,.,.,. c.cr-.-C'5f'O..,..LOCA?c;.c , We:.-~ '10'-' TC> 

reunited with your Soviet spouses.~ I hope that yoH wi±± share 

r--..F'u..; """"' ~ 
this ~etterAwithA~ll ef the divided spouses. The President is 

keenly aware of the serious emotional and financial hardships 

you all have suffered because of the Soviet Government's 

refusal to permit your spouses to be reunited with you. 

Both publicly and through private diplomatic channels, we 

have expressed our strong concern about the Soviet refusal to 

allow your spouses to emigrate. We have made clear to the 

Soviets that if they are serious about improving relations with 

the United States, they will have to resolve these cases. We 

firmly believe that any improvement in u.s.-soviet relations 

must be accompanied by an improvement in this area. 

We raised the issue of divided spouses in our discussions 

with the Soviets in Geneva. The talks were frank and hopefully 

laid a constructive groundwork for future progress. 

Mrs. Elena Balovlenkov 

17 s. Conkling Street, 

Baltimore, Maryland. 



We were encouraged by the Soviet decision on the eve of the 

summit to allow several Soviet spouses to emigrate, and we were 

pleased for those who rec~ved this good news. However, almost -
20 Soviet spouses continue to be denied exit permission. Much 

work remains to be done, both in diplomatic channels and in~ 

-&r-your efforts to publicize your plight. 

Allew ftle t:e aoeyre t~asg diase Se•J i et spous~ con tin a~ to ~e 
?<.eo..ac. ~ c:z.-.s.ureol.. .......,_.. 

eeHiee exit pQrmi•~io~ we will continue to make every effort to 
A 

convince the Soviets to comply with their obligations under the 

Helsinki Final Act. President Reagan and General Secretary 

Gorbachev have agreed "on the importance of resolving 

humanitarian cases in a spirit of cooperation." This agreement 

will be given real meaning when all of you are finally able to 

live in peace together with your Soviet spouse:-

If we can be of as~tance to you in this or any other 

matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

J 



UNClASStflEU 
(Classification) 

DEPARIMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITI'AL FOR-1 

For: Mr. Robert C. ~Far lane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

S/S 8532728 

2 6 DEC 196~ 

To: President Reagan Fran: The Divided Spouses (Mrs. Balovlenkov) 

Date:October 17, 1985 Subject:Group wishes president to speak with 

Gorbachev about their sp::mses who have been denied pennission to leave Russia. 

WH Referral Dated: November 5, 1985 NSC ID# 358961 
(J.J any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the --- Depart::nent of State. 

Action Taken: 

x A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. ---
A translation is attached. 

An information oopy of a direct reply is attached. ---
We believe no response is necessary for the reason 

--- cited below. 

The Depart:nent of State has no abjection to the --- proposed travel. 

Other. 

Remarks: 

Reply should be sent to Elena Balovlenkov, 
acting Sp:Jkeswanan for the Divided sp:mses. 
Sandra Gubin of Kalamazoo has had her 

~~ 
~Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 
case resolved. 

'"~~fFIFn 
._ ... . -=·· 

(Classification) 



358961 ID #. ______ _ 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET /Jr 

8532728 
0 0 • OUTGOING 

0 H • INTERNAL 

§t I · INCOMING 
~:!i~~n:m'8) 8 s/ : , ' I J~ 

. ~ 

(C) __ _ 

__ / .·• - - ... 
/ / 

,. I-~ L < - ~ ..... _ -'l. - - - ~ ~ ~ 
-/ 

// • • A-(_ L<' 1'1~- ... 

ROUTE TO: 

I 
(Staff Name) 

l 

Action 
Code 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Dt.te 

YYIMM/00 

ORIGINATOR 8 5 /.l/ I l 1 

Referral Note: 

y 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

Completion 
Date 

Code YY/MMIDO 

85 /l I 

85 /1 I 

Referral Note: (L ~ . C.. '-4-- '/ • ,,___ • t , __ ,_ ~ ./ 
I I -__ r __ _ 

ACTION CODES: 

A • l\ppftlprlat9 Action 
C·CommentlReoomme 
D • Draft AMponae 
F • FumlM Feet Sheet 

10 be uaed u Encio.unt 

Referral Note: 

I 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I • tntD °°" OnlyJNo Action Nea lllllY 
" • Dll9Cll Repty wlCopy 
8 • For 8lgnahn . 
x • Interim Reply 

I 

DISPOSITION CODES: 
A • Anawered C • Completed 
8 . ~ A9ferral 6. 6uapended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
Type of Reepo!IM - lnHlala of SIQner 

Code • •A" 
Completlon l>eta • Date of Outgoing 

Comments: ___________________________________________ ~ 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original Incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference {Room 75. OEOB). 
Always return completed correspontience record to Central Flies. 
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking systf'm to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

., 



853272S 

T H E W H I T E H 0 U S E 0 F F I C E 

REFERRAL 

NOVEMBER 5, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

358961 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 17, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

"THE DIVIDED SPOUSES" 
122 WEST CROSSTOWN PARKWAY 
KALAMAZOO MI 49001 

SUBJECT: GROUP WISHES PRESIDENT TO SPEAK WITH 
GORBACHEV ABOUT THEIR SPOUSES WHO HAVE BEEN 
DENIED PERMISSION TO LEAVE RUSSIA 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LI~ISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 





Your upcoming meetin~ with the General Secretary offers the best hope we have 
had in years that our cases can at last be successfully resolved. We hope that 
you will not fail to take advantage of this opportunity to demonstrate that the 
United States government is firm and serious in its conunitment to protect the rights 
of its citizens, as well as its expectation that the USSR will honor its signature 
on agreements with us, by raising this issue in your meeting with the General Secretary. 

h;s all would be so very grateful for your compassionate and humanitarian efforts 
to reunit e us witli our spouses . 

cc: Secretary of State George P. Shult z 
John f. Matlock, Jr. 
Ken Hilla s 
Judyt Mandel l 

Sincerely, 

The Divided Spouses 



1 ni:: Dividec Spouses who signed the letter to General. SecreTary GorbachcY : 

Elena balovlenkov (Yuri Balovlenkov ) 
17 S . Conkling St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

Elizabeth Condon (Victor Novikov) 
87 Newton Avenue 
Lynn, Massachusetts 01905 

S i oban Darrow ( Dimitri VasenkovJ 
217 5 10th Avenue 
Highland Park , Kew Jersey 08904 

Susan Graham (Matvey Finkel) 
Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

Sandra L. Gubin (Aleksei Lodisev) 
122 W. Crosstown Parkway 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 

Mary Lou Hulceman (Dimitri Argakov) 
2023 Murray Hill Road, Apt. 4 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Simon Levin (Tamara Tretyakova) 
415 Elm, Jt6A 
Deerfield, Illinois 

Edith Luthi (Michael Iossel) 
4 Kathryn Lane, :f.t3 
Holliston, Massachusetts 01746 

Woodford McClellan (Irina McClellan) 
Department of History 
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville , Virginia 

Fran Pergericht (Roman Kuperman ) 
457 West Roslyn Place, ApT. 2 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

Gohar Rezian (Poghos Rezian) 
1426 ~. 179th Street, #12 
Gardena, California 9024 8 

Scott Kose (Elena Rose ) 
1401 !2 Kirkwood 
Austin, Texas 7872 7 

Robin Rubendunst (Leonid Ablavsky) 
322 Beacon Street 
Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 

Mike Smith (Nina F . Smith ) 
745 6 Vanalden Ave. 
Reseda , Cal ifor nia 9133~ 

fleborah woodcock ( Alexandr Kalymykov ) 
17 99 K. 4;11 
Lincol11, Nebraska 6850 t: 

keith Braun (Svetlana I. Braun) 
25251 Maplebrooke 
Southfield, MI 48034 



P_yccKH!-: TiepeBo8 

CeHTH6p.FI 1985 

rocno,nHHy Llnxa~JIY CepreeBHQY f op6e'tleBy 

f eHepaJihHOMY CeKpeTap10 UenTpaJibHoro 
RoMHTeTa RTICC 

KpeMJib, MocxBa CCCP 

Jloporoi! rocn:>.nirn r eHepaJibm.rV: CeicpeTapb ! 

Mb!., HH~eno.nn11caBmHecn, rpBJK,naHe Coe.n:11HeHHhIX lliTaTOB, 

cocTonmne E 6paKe c rpax.naHa~H CoBeTcxoro CoD3a, o6pamaeMcH 

K BaM 3a IlOMOmbD no BOnpocy KOTOpuh .n~.FI Hae TaK Tpy.neH--
0 Boccoe.nttHeH~H Hamcx ceMe~. 

I.1Horo JieT Hami~ cyrrpyn~ He MoryT noJiy'lnTb pa3pemeH1i1e 
He Bb!e3.n: 113 CoBe~cxoro Co103a Ha nocTOHHHoe xv.TeJibCTBO B CIIlA 

JIJUi BOCcoe.n:1rneHUH c HaMl1. 

B 3TOM TIOJIO)KeHlrn HBXOJIHTCH MeHee JIBBJIUBTH ceMeVi. Tpy,nHO 
ITOBeDUTb, 'lTO BOCCoe.nHHeHHe TaKO~ ropcTKH nro.n:e~ co CBOHM~ 

MY~b.!iMI: n ::r.eHaM1: MorJio 6bI yrpo:>KaTb 6e3onacHOCTV. CoBeTcxoro 

Co103a. I>lbI He MoxeM noHHTb, noqeMy CoBeTcx11e BJiacTv. TaR ynopHo 

conpOTJ.1B~HIDTCH HameMy BOccoe.nv.HeHV.ID. 
B 3TO~ ro.ny OTMeqaeTcH .necnTan ro.noBm~Ha no~nucaHHH 2a­

tr.nV'1•11·T0.n1.110rn ,T' nTryMf'TTTn J{onr1'1npntn(t-~\'1 no f.r>!'1onnc11nr.Tt1 1, CoTpy)l.­

HYiqecTBY B EB pone. Yo'leTCH BepHTb' 'iTO .nyx KOHcf1epeHn1n1 B 
XeJibC~HKn He yuep, KUK 3TO Bb!TJIHJIHT B HameM cnyqae,Vi TO, QTO 

rrpoacxo.nr:T c HBMH HBJIHeTCH 1'0.TibKO ne-qaJibHbTh~ ne.nopa3yMeHHeM, 
a He npe.nHaMepeHHO~ IlOJIHTHKOn. 

Hann: cynpyr1: He ,nViccv..neHTb!, He 6opub! npoT1rn CoBeTcKo:: 

CHCTer..m. E.nMHCTBeHHoe, vro OHYi H , M'hI XOTHM--3TO BOCcoe.nH­
HeHHe Hamv.x ceMe~ B CID.A. 

MLI na.neer.ics, 11To Bame JIH'IHOe y'tlaCTHe B xameii cy,ni,6e H3-

MeHHT C~CTBynmee nono~eHHe M MDI HBKOHe~ CMOXeM MMeTb HOpManb­
Hbie ceMhM ii 6HTh :s~ecTe co c:som~rn. n106HMHMH. 



September 19BS 

Bis Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear ~r. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Union to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circwnstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of 
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet government is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diff i­
of people with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 

. dead, as it would appear to be in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved -ones. 

Respectfully, 

) 

~~;;~.t,..----~------
Scott Ros;/-

Susan Graham 

Keith Braun 



September 1985 

His Excellency Mikh.ail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
.Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Onion to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of 
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet govermnent is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diff i­
of people with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 
dead, as it would appear to be in our caee s, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ones. 

Respectfully, 

~~ll~1J~ue 
~:~;r::-~ 

Simon Levin 

~~-JL'C-~~~---~~­
? 1 R r v 



September 1985 

His Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the ·United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years_our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Union to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. It is diffi­
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful of people with 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of the Soviet Un­
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet government ie: so tenaciously 
opposed to our reunification. 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conf erenoe in Helsinki is not 
tleau, tus it would appear to be in our caees, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ones. 

Re spe ctf ul. ly, 

~r///_~ ~ 
~-0~--------------- !!-r~1../-< r( (/ , { ;-. ~{.--, > 

Edith Luthi and son Gregory Elizabeth A. Condon 

~ 
Robin Rubendunst Deborah v. Woodcock 



September 1985 

His Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet "nion to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives coul a threaten the interests of 
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet government is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diffi­
of people with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 
dead, 8f! it would appear to be in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they-- and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, At le.st, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ones. 

Respectfully, 

~~ ----~- ·-· · - ·----
Gohar Rezian 

/Vi,~ JL~------~~~~ {-:. Smith · 

I Li 



The sir,n&tories to this letter cnn be resched ~t thP followin~ sdnresse~ : 

Elena Balovlenkov (Yuti Balovlenkov) 
17 S. Conkling St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

Elizabeth Condon (Victor Novikov) 
87 ~e~tor. Avenue 
Lynn, Massachusetts ~1°ns 

Siob3.n Darro~ {DiMitri Vasenkov) 
2175 lnth Avenue 
Hichland Park. New Jersev nqnni 

-
Sus~n Graham (Matvev Fink~l) 
~osco~. ~.S.S.R. 

Sandra r.ubin (Aleksei Lodisev) 
122 \.'.Crosstown !>arkwev 
Kal a::lBzoo, ~lichi~n~ !1001) 1 

~~rv Lou ~ulcc~~n (Dimitri ArrAkov)' 
2023 Murra\' l:ill Rd., Ant. /1 

Clcvelsnd. nhio £611)~ 

Si~on LeviL (Ta~ArD Tretv~kovn) 
415 f.lrr:., !' f,f.. 

Deeffield. Illinois 

[d~ti Luthi (:'.ichael Ioseel) 
4 Kathrvn Lane, f3 
Holl is tor-., ~•assachusetts nl 741'-

Woodford 'McClellnn (Irina McClellAn) 
Department of History 
University of Virr,inie 
Chnrlot tesvil le, Vir~inb 

Fran Per~ericht (Romgr. Kunennan) 
457 West Roslyn rlace, Ant. 2 
Chicar.o, Illinois ~n~l4 



Gohar Rezia& (Po~hos nezian) 
142f. t~. 17(}th St., 1'12 
(.ordena, California Q~24~ 

Scott Rose (Elena Rose) 
14~1 ~ Kirkwooc 
Austin , Texas 7872 7 

Robie Rubendunst (Leonid Ablavskv) 
322 BeAcon Street 
Somerville, ~aSSAchusetts n~l41 

~!ikc Snith (~1in!l F. Smith) 
7456 Vannlden Ave. 
Resed~, Calitorci~ 01 335 

Debor~h \!oodcock (Ale ksitndr Kalvmykov) 
1 nri ~~ . , I! l I 

Lincoln. Ne~raska, ~~5" ~ 

,,· 
! ( 



Kornrn nocJiam..r: rocno~e fop6a~eBoM Pance 
no anpecy rocnonHHa fop6a~ena M.C. 
f enepanbHoro CexpeTapfl UKKTICC 
KpeMJih, MocKBa 

rocnonHHY IDenapnHan3e 3nyap~y 
MHHHCTPY l'LHOCTpamrux neJI 
CvoneHcKafl - CeHHBfl nJioma~b ~. 32/34 
MocKBa I2I200 

rocnonRHY Ky3HenoBy Py~OJib~Y 
Ha~aJibHHKY BcecoD3Horo OBMPa 
Yn. OrapeBa 6 
Moc1rna. 103009 

rocno~HHY Ca.BHUKOMY JI.A. 
HaqaJibHHKY JleHHHrpa~cxoro OBMPa 
YJI. ~eJin6oBa n. 29 
JleHHHrpan I9II86 

rocnonHHY 3HH~eHRO A.M. 
Haqa.JibHHRY MocxoBcxoro OBMPa 
Moc Kn a 

rocnonHHY 3aHKOBY A.M. 
TiepBoMy CexpeTap~ JleHHHrpancxoro 06JiaCTHoro KoMHTeTa 
KITCC I 06JiaCTHO~ KoMHTeT KITCC 
JleHHHrpa~ 



Kon11:v. nocJiam.r: rocnoxe fop6a~eBoY. PaHce 
no a;n:pecy rocno~HHa fop6a~eBa M.C. 
reHepB..JibHOrO CexpeTapH UKKTICC 
KpeMJib, MocKBa 

rocno;n:HHY IDeBap;n:Ha;n:3e 3;n:yap;n:y 
MHHHCTPY ViHOCTpamrux neJI 
CMoJieHcKaH - CeHHaH nnoma;n:b ~. 32/34 
Moc1rna I2I200 

rocno~HHY Ky3HenoBy Py~oJib¢Y 
He.~aJibHHKY BcecOD3Horo OBMPa 
YJI. Ore.peBa 6 
MocJCBa 103009 

rocno;n:HHy Ce.BHUKOMY ~.A. 
HaqaJibHHKY ]eHHHrpe.~cxoro OBVlPa 
YJI. ~eJIH6oBa ~. 29 
JleHHHrpe.;n: I9II86 

rocno;n:HHY 3HH~eHxo A.M. 
HaqaJibHHxy hlocxoBcKoro OBMPa 
Moc RB a 

rocno;n:~HY 3e.HKOBY A.M. 
TiepBoMy CexpeTapD ]eHHHrpe.~cRoro 06JiaCTHoro KoMHTeTa 
KTICC I 06JiaCTHO~ KoMHTeT KTICC 
]eHHHrpe.~ 



cc: Ms. Raisa Gorbachev 
c/o Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
Gener al Secretary of the Central Committee 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Mr. Eduard Shevarnadze 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Smolenskaya - Senaya Sq. 32/34 
Moscow 121200 

Mr. Rudolf Kuznetsov 
Chief of All-Union OVIR 
Ogarev 6 
Moscow 103009 

Mr. L.A. Savitsky 
Head of Leningrad O\TIR 
Zhelyabova Street 29 
Leningrad 191186 

Mr. A.M. Zinshenko 
Head of Moscow OJIR 
Moscow, USSR 

Mr. Lev z ai kov 
First secretary of the Leningrad Communist Party 
Obl astnoy Korni tet KPSS 
Leningrad, USSR 



Paula Dobriansky 
National Security Council 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 308 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Dear Paula: 

SPOUSES COALITION 

25251 Maplebrooke 
Southfield, MI 48034 
March 1, 1986 

On behalf of the Divided Spouses Coalition and myself, I 
want to thank you for attending our meeting with Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Mark Palmer on February 24, 1986. 

I also understand that you promised Elena Balovlenkov that 
you would follow up on the Coalition's letter to the White 
House. I would only like to request that I be sent a copy of any 
reply sent to Elena so that I may circulate it to the other spouses. 

Finally, and this was not meant as a criticism of you, our 
complaints about not receiving answers to White House letters relate 
to individual letters. I have the same record of response with the 
General Secretary on my individual letters as I do with the President. 

Thank you again for your attendance and for your continuing sup-
part. 

Sincerely, 

I~ 
Keith Braun 



... SPOUSES COALITION 

March 1, 1986 

This week9- Sonia Melnikova (Michael Lavigne) submitted an application for 
exit permission. Shortly, Roman Kuperman (Frances L. Pergericht) will be submit­
ting an application. This will mean that at least 6 spouses have applied (or 
are about to apply). This will be a good test of the 11 spirit of cooperation." 

WASHINGTON TRIP 

On February 24, 8 divided spouses visited Capitol Hill and the State Depart­
ment. On the Hill, the spouses visited the offices of Senators Dole, Kennedy 
and Gramm and of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

At the State Department, the 8 spouses, joined by Irina McClellan, recently 
arrived from the Soviet Union, met with the Bern working group, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State James Montgomery (Ambassador Richard Schifter had unexpectedly 
to be in Geneva that day) and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European 
Affairs Mark Palmer (Ambassador Rozanne L. Ridgway was unexpectedly forced to 
return home). 

The consensus afterward was that the day had been very productive. 

AMBASSADOR HARTMAN 

As a show of unity, the Moscow spouses met with Ambassador Arthur G. Ha rtman 
on February 24 as well. The Ambassador has been very sympathetic to the plight 
of the divided spouses, and the Moscow spouses felt that the meeting with the 
Ambassador was useful. 

PARTY CONGRESS 

9 ask to join 
spouses in U.S. 

MOSCOW - Nine Soviet citi­
zens with American spouses sent a 
telegram to the 27th Communiat 
Party Congresa, aaking for permis­
sion to leave the Soviet Union. 

The telegram, sent yesterday to 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorba­
chev and the other delegates at the 
party congress, waa signed by six 
men and thn!e women who have 
been refused exit vil89 to join their 
wives and huabanda in the United 
States. 

They asked for the "speedy reso­
lution" of their cases and thanked 
Gorbachev for a reference to "bina­
tional marriages and family reunifi­
cation" in hia opening address to the 
Congress Tuesday. In hia speech, 
Gorbachev endorsed "deciding in a 
humane and positive spirit ques­
tions related to the reuniting of 
families." 

HEARINGS 

In addition, the Baltimore Sun reported 
that the Moscow spouses had petitioned the 
Party Congress to allow them to join their 
American spouses. 

A joint appeal signed by Soviet and 
American spouses was also submitted to the 
Party Congress. 

As part of ABC's coverage of the Party 
Congress from Moscow, the ABC Evening News 
Thursday carried a story on the Lavignes and 
the Finkels. 

Michael Lavigne has given up his advertising 
job to work as a nanny so that he may live with 
his wife, Sonia Melnikova, in Moscow until she 
receives exit permission. According to the ABC 
piece, his visa will be exp iring shortly. 

Susan Graham h as spent the l as t 2 years 
in Moscow living with her husband, Matvey Finkel. 
They have been waiting more than 6 years f or 
Matvey to receive exit permission. 

There will very likely be more stories in 
the future . The Party Congress ends Friday. 

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Commission) 
will hold hearings on March 13 . Elena Balovlenkov will testify on beha l f of the 
Coalition. 
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SUBJECT: BILATERAL INITIATIVES FOR THE 1986 SUMMIT 

l~- ENTIRE TEXT . 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT TO 
SHEVARDNADZE OR MOST SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL AVAILABLE THE 
SUGGESTED BILATERAL INITIATIVES FOR THE 1986 SUMMIT WHICH 
FOLLOW IN PARA 3 OF THIS CABLE. EMBASSY SHOULD USE THE 
SAME MEETING TO MAKE THE POINTS ON HUMANITARIAN ISSUES IN 
PARA 4. WE WISH TO PRESENT THE BILATERAL INITIATIVES TO 
THE SOY! ETS BEFORE MARCH 7, WHICH IS THE DATE WE PL AN TO 
NOTIFY THE SOVIETS (IN WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK) ABOUT THE 
REDUCTIONS IN THE SIZE OF THE SMUN STAFF . WE WILL DOUBLE 
TRACK PRESENTATION OF THE BILATERAL INITIATIVES HERE IN 
WASHINGTON, AFTER EMBASSY HAS MADE ITS PRESENTATION IN 
MOSCOW. 

3. SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS ON BILATERAL INITIATIVES 

- AT THE GENEVA SUMMIT WE AGREED ON A NUMBER OF 
USEFUL BILATERAL INITIATIVES, SUCH AS THE CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES AGREEMENT AND THE PEOPLE TO PEOPLE EXCHANGES 
INITIATIVES, THE KIEV / NEW YORK CONSULATE EXCHANGE, AND 
THE CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT . AS YOU KNOW, WE ARE 
WORKING WITH YOU TO IMPLEMENT THESE AGREEMENTS AND OUR 
LEADERS SHOULD BE ABLE TO NOTE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS IN 
THESE AREAS AT THE NEXT SUMMIT . 

- WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO TAKE ADDITIONAL 
STEPS IN THE AREA OF BILATERAL RELATIONS . WE HAVE A 
NUMBER OF PROPOSALS WHICH WE ARE PREPARED TO BEGIN 
DISCUSSING WITH YOU NOW, WITH A VIEW TOWARD REACHING 
AGREEMENT ON THEM AT OR BEFORE THE 1986 SUMMIT. 

- THE THRUST OF MOST OF OUR PROPOSALS IS TO EXPAND 
AND REGULARIZE EXISTING CONTACTS. TAKEN TOGETHER THEY 
WOULD REPRESENT A MAJOR E XPANSION, IN AREAS OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST , IN THE FRAMEWORK OF US - SOVIET COOPERATION 
ESTABLISHED AT THE 1985 GENEVA MEETING. 

- WE THINK THAT AGREEMENT IN THESE AREAS WOULD BE A 

SftfilT 
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POSITIVE SIGN TO OUR PEOPLES THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER IN AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. 

- WE WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THESE PROPOSALS IN 
MORE DEPTH DURING FOREIGN MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE ' S VISIT 
TO THE UNITED STATES. WE COULD ALSO DISCUSS THE M THROUGH 
EMBASSIES. WHERE NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE WE ARE 
PREPARED TO EXCHANGE SPECIAL NEGOTIATING TEAMS TO DISCUSS 
THESE PROPOSALS IN CAPITALS. 

- WE DO NOT REGARD THESE PROPOSALS AS NECESSARILY - AN 
EXHAUSTIVE OR FINAL LIST OF THE AREAS WHERE WE THINK 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN US IS POSSIBLE AT THE NEXT SUMMIT . WE 
ARE CERTAINLY PREPARED TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY ANY 
SUGGESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE FOR ADDI T IONAL TOPICS OF 
POSSIBLE DISCUSSION IN THE BILATERAL AREA. 

- WE ARE ALSO PREPARED TO WORK WITH YOU TO CONCLUDE 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENTS. WE THINK 
THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN'S MOST RECENT PROPOSALS, TOGETHER 
WITH THOSE OF GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV OF JANUARY 16 , 
OPEN UP A . PROMISING PROSPECT FOR AN EARL Y INF AGREEMENT . 
WE ARE PREPARED TO WORK WITH YOU IN THIS CHANNEL AND 
THROUGH OUR DELEGATIONS IN GENEVA TO ACHEIVE SUC H AN 
ACCORD. 

- WE ARE PLEASED THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO AGREE ON A 
VENUE FOR A DISCUSSION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS PROLIFERATION , 
AND HOPE THAT WE WILL ALSO BE ABLE TO RESOLVE OU TSTANDING 

DIFFERENCES ON MODALITIES FOR TALKS ON RIS K REDUCTION 
CENTERS. THESE ARE BOTH AREAS WHERE WE THINK PROGRESS 
COULD BE POSSIBLE BEFORE THE NEXT SUMMIT. AND OF COURSE 
WE WISH TO CONTINUE OUR ON-GOING DISCUSSION OF REGION AL 
ISSUES . 

- THE FOLLOWING ARE THE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS WE WISH TO 
MAKE REGARDING BILATERAL INITIATIVES: 

BILATERAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

-CONSULAR AND ADMINISTR ATIVE ISSUES HAVE BECOME AN 
IMPORTANT PART OF OUR RELATIONSHIP. THESE ISSUES RUN THE 
GAMUT FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR IMMUNITIES TO MISSION 
SECURITY. THEY COMPRISE THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF OUR 
RELATIONSHIP . AS IN ALL RELATIONSHIPS , PROBLEMS CROP UP 
FROM TIME TO TIME . IN THE !='AST, WE HAVE TE ND ED TO REAC T 
TO THESE PROBLEMS AS THEY ARISE. 

- THIS APPROACH HAS THE OBVIOUS SHORTCOMI NG T HAT IT 
EMl"HASIZES PUTTING OUT FIRES RATHER TH AN LONG - TERM 
l"ROBLEM SOLVING. RATHER THAN REACTING TO PROBLEMS AFTER 
THEY HAl"PEN WE THINK IT WOULD BE MORE USEFUL TO TR Y T O 
PREVENT PROBLEMS FROM ARISING. 

- WE THINK IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR US TO GET TOGETHER 
EITHER ANNUALLY OR SEMI - ANNU ALLY F OR ONE OR TWO WEE KS TO 
DISCUSS SUCH CONSULAR AND ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES THAT HAVE 
ARISEN. THIS COULD BE DONE BY CREATING A BILATERAL 
REVIEW COMMISSION WHICH COULD MEET ALT ERNATIVELY IN 
MOSCOW AND WASH I NGTON. SETTING ASIDE TIME TO DISCUSS 
THESE ISSUES ON A REGUL AR BASIS WOULD EN ABLE US TO 
CONSIDER TRENDS, FOCUS ON PROBLEM AREAS AND PROPOSE 
SOLUTIONS. 

- THESE MEETINGS MIGHT LE AD TO AGREEMENTS TO HOLD 
SUBSEQUENT NE GOTIATIONS, SUCH AS RE NEWED CONSUL AR REVI E W 
TALKS . 

SE~ET 

0 
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- WE WOULD PROPOSE TO HEAD OUR SIDE OF THE BRC AT THE 
LEVEL OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OR OFFICE DIRECTOR. 
WE ARE PREPARED TO WORK WITH YOU TO REFINE THE DETAILS OF 
THE COMMISSION WITH A VIEW TOWARD ANNOUNCING ITS 
FORMATION AT THE NEXT SUMMIT. 

SEARCH AND RESCUE 

- AS YOU RECALL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE US COAST 
GUARD AND THE SOVIET MINISTRY OF THE MARITIME FLEET MET 
IN JANUARY 1985, TO CONSIDER THE POSSIBIL~TY OF REACHING 
AN AGREEMENT TO COORDINATE OUR SEARCH AND RESCUE 
OPERATIONS AT SEA. 

- WE BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO TRY TO REACH 

SUCH AN AGREEMENT IN 1986 . THIS WOULD BE A LOGICAL 
FOLLOW-UP TO THE AGREEMENT WE REACHED LAST YEAR TO 
IMPROVE NORTH PACIFIC AIR SAFETY . 

- RECENT RESCUES BY SOVIET VESSELS OF US AIRMAN OFF 
THE FLORIDA COAST AND OF US FISHERMAN IN THE PACIFIC , 
TOGETHER WITH OUR SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO EVACUATE AN AILING 
SOVIET CITIZEN FROM A SOVIET FISHING VESSEL NEAR THE 
CALIFORNIA COAST, DEMONSTRATE THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER 
IN THIS AREA. A SAR AGREEMENT WOULD HELP MAKE THESE 
EFFORTS MORE EFFECTIVE AND WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT SIGN OF 
OUR ABILITY TO COOPERATE IN HUMANITARIAN FIELDS. 

- WE ARE PREPARED TO HAVE ANOTHER ROUND OF 
DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT AT AN EARLY DATE . 

RADIO NAVIGATION 

- THE US COAST GUARD AND SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES HELD 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN MOSCOW IN THE SPRING OF 1985 TO 
ATTEMPT TO COORDINATE THE FREQUENCIES OF OUR RESPECTIVE 
RADIO NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. 

- WE THINK THESE DISCUSSIONS WERE USEFUL AND 
DEMONSTRATED THAT THE POTENTIAL EXISTS TO REACH AGREEMENT 
ON MUTUALLY COMPATIBLE PROCEDURES. 

- WE ARE PREPARED TO HOLD ANOTHER ROUND OF EXPERT 
DISCUSSIONS IN THIS AREA IN WASHINGTON THIS SPRING. 

EXCHANGE OF COAST GUARD VESSEL VISITS 

- WE THINK THAT AN EXCHANGE OF VISITS BETWEEN A US 
COAST GUARD VESSEL TO A SOVIET PORT ANO AN EQUIVALENT 
SOVIET VESSEL TO A US PORT WOULD BE A USEFUL STEP IN 
ENCOURAGING UNDERSTANDING AND MARITIME CONTACTS . 

- IT WOULD BE A VISIBLE SIGN OF THE PROGRESS WE HAVE 
MADE IN OUR MUTUAL RELATIONS ANO WOULD BE A NATURAL 
COMPLEMENT TO AGREEMENTS ON SAR ANO RADIO NAVIGATION. 

BILATERAL EXCHANGES AGREEMENTS 

- WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE IN 
BILATERAL EXCHANGES . THE CULTURAL AGREEMENT IS OFF TO A 
GOOD START ANO WE WILL SHORTLY BE MEETING WITH YOU IN 
MOSCOW TO BEGIN WORK ON IMPLEMENTING THE PEOPLE TO PEOPLE 
EXCHANGE INITIATIVES AGREED IN GENEVA. 
- WE ARE ALSO WORKING TOGETHER TO EXPAND BILATERAL 
COOPERATION IN S&T FIELDS. HUD SECRETARY PIERCE ANO EPA 
ADMINISTRATOR THOMAS HAD USEFUL VISITS TO THE USSR LAST 
YEAR WHERE WE AGREED TO E XPAND COOPERATION IN THE HOUSING 
ANO THE ENVIRONMENT AGREEMENTS. 

S~ET 
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- WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR OTHER AREAS IN WHICH WE CAN 
EXPAND OUR COOPERATION. AT THIS TIME TRANSPORTATION AND 
SPACE EXPLORATION SEEM MOST PROMISING. 

- AGREEMENTS IN THESE AREAS WOULD COVER GAPS IN OUR 
CURRENT COPPERATION. WE FOUND OUR COOPERATION IN THESE 
AREAS TO HAVE BEEN USEFUL IN THE PAST; WE THINK YOUR 
SCIENTISTS WOULD AGREE. 

- WE WERE DISAPPOINTED THAT YOU WERE NOT_ PREPARED 
LAST YEAR TO ENTER INTO A SPACE COOPERATION AGREEMENT. 
WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT SUCH COOPERATION WOULD HAVE 
BENEFITS FOR BOTH SIDES , ESPECIALLY AS SPACE SCIENCE AND 
EXPLORATION BECOMES MORE SOPHISTICATED AND EXPENSIVE. 

- OUR AGREEMENTS ON CIVIL AVIATION AND NORTH PACIFIC 
AIR SAFETY DEMONSTRATE THE UTILITY OF E XTENDING OUR 
COOPERATION IN THE TRANSPORTATION FIELD. WE ARE READY TO 
ARRANGE A MEETING OF EXPERTS TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE AREAS OF 
COOPERATION. 

5. TALKING POINTS ON HUMANITARIAN ISSUES 

- I WANT TO USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE 
HUMANITARIAN ISSUES. WE HAVE FREQUENTLY STRESSED THAT 
THIS IS AN AREA OF BILATERAL RELATIONS WHERE PROGRESS IS 
ESSENTIAL IF OUR OVERALL RELATIONSHIP IS TO DEVELOP 
NORMALLY . 

- WE HAVE NOTED WITH PLEASURE THE RESOLUTION OF A 
NUMBER OF LONG-STANDING HUMANITARIAN CASES SINCE THE 
GENEVA SUMMIT . SUCH ACTIONS CANNOT FAIL BUT HAVE A 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONSHIP. 

- AT THE SAME TIME, WE SHOULD POINT OUT THAT MANY 
MORE SUCH CASES REMAIN OUTSTANDING. THE HUMANITARIAN 
REASONS FOR RESOLVING THESE CASES ARE NO LESS COMPEL L ING 
THAN FOR THE CASES ALREADY RESOLVED. 

- I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS IN 
PARTICULAR: 

-- GALINA GDLTZMAN AND HER DAUGHTERcaLGA HAVE BEEN 
SEPARATED FROM ANATDLY MICHELSON, THEIR HUSB AND AND 
FATHER , FOR THIRTY YEARS . WE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS CASE 
PRESENTS PARTICULAR DIFFICULTY FOR YOU BECAUSE OF THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF MICHELSON' S DEPARTURE FROM THE USSR. 
NEVERTHELESS, YOU HAVE MADE E XCEPTIONS IN SUCH CASES IN 
THE PAST AND WE STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THESE PEOPLE HAVE 
SUFFERED ENOUGH. HOLDING A BLIND AND ELDERLY WOMAN AND A 
DAUGHTER WHO HAS NOT SEEN HER FATHER SINCE INFANCY CAN 
SERVE NO RATIONAL PURPOSE. 

-- YURI Y BALOVENKOV HAS BEEN SEEKING TO LE AVE THE 
USSR SINCE HIS MARRIAGE TO A US CITIZEN IN 1978. HIS 
DESPERATION HAS DRIVEN HIM TO CONDUCT TWO LIFE 
THREATENING HUNGER STRIKES . WE UNDERSTAND THAT REASONS 
OF STATE SECURITY HAVE NOT RECENTLY BEEN CITED AS THE 
BASIS FOR A DENIAL OF EXIT PERMISSION. 8ALOVLENKOV HAS 
BEEN AWAITING A REPLY TO HIS LATEST APPLICATION FOR TEN 
MONTHS. THE SOVIET UNION EVENTUALLY WAS ABLE TO LET 
IRINA MCCLELLAN LE AVE, AND WE HOPE TH AT THE BALOVENKOV 
CASE COULD BE RESOLVED SIMIL ARLY. HE HAS TWO DAUGHTERS 
LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES. ONE HAS NEVER SEEN HIM. IS 
THERE ANY REAL REASON WHY THIS FAMILY CANNOT BE ALLOWED 
TO LIVE TOGETHER IN THE COUNTRY OF THEIR CHOICE? 

SEtff ET 

PSN: 352534 
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--SERGEY PETROV MARRIED VIRGINIA JOHNSON IN FEBRUARY 
1981. HE HAS SEEN SEEKING TO JOIN HER IN THE UNITED 
STATES SINCE THEN. PETROV ALSO ENGAGED IN A HUNGER 
STRIKE IN 1982, AND HAS BEEN DENIED EXIT PERMISSION FIVE 
TIMES SINCE THEN. NO REASON WAS GIVEN FOR LATEST DENIAL 
IN AUGUST 198S. PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS TAKEN A PERSONAL 
INTEREST IN THIS CASE. WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE THE 
OPPORTUNITY NOW TO ALLOW PETROV TO JOIN MS. JOHNSON IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 

-- MATVEY FINKEL AND SUSAN GRAHAM WERE ALLOWED TO 
MARRY IN FEBRUARY 1981. BECAUSE FINKEL HAS NOT BEEN ABLE 
TO OBTAIN EXIT PERMISSION, HIS WIFE HAS TAKEN A JOB AS A 
NANNY IN MOSCOW IN ORDER TO BE NEAR HIM. HE WAS MOST 
RECENTLY DENIED EXIT PERMISSION IN JANUARY 1986 . GRAHAM 
IS A RESIDENT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. HER 
CONGRESSMAN, TOM FOLEY, IS THE MAJORITY WHIP OF THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND HE HAS EXPRESSED SERIOUS 
INTEREST IN THIS CASE, MOST RECENTLY DURING THE VISIT TO 
THE USSR LAST YEAR OF THE 0' NEILL DELEGATION. 

-- VL ADIMIR FELTSMAN HAS SEEN TRYING UNSUCCESSFULLY 
TO EMIGRATE FROM THE SOVIET UNION SINCE 1979. WHEN HE 
FIRST APPLIED FOR EXIT PERMISSION HE WAS A RISING YOUNG 

CONCERT PIANIST, WHOSE NAME WAS KNOWN THROUGHOUT EUROPE. 
HE HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO PERFORM SINCE . PRESIDENT 
REAGAN HAS ALSO TAKEN A SPECIAL INTEREST IN HIS CASE . ME 
RAISED IT WITH GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV IN GE NEVA AND 
AGAIN IN HIS DECEMBER 7 LETTER TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY .. 

- IN ADDITION TO THESE INDIVIDUAL HUMANITARIAN CASES, 
LET ME TOUCH ON THE BROADER ISSUE OF EMIGRATION BY GROUPS 
SUCH AS JEWS, ARMENIANS OR PENTECOSTALS. I KNOW THAT WE 
HAVE VERY DIFFERENT VIEWS ON THIS TOPIC. AS YOU KNOW, 
PRESIDENT REAGAN DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT AT SOME LENGTH 
WITH GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV. 

- WE HAVE AGREED TO HANDLE THIS SUBJECT BY WORKING 
TOGETHER QUIETLY WHICH IN OUR VIEW IS THE BEST WAY TO 
RESOLVE OUTSTANDING DIFFERENCES. YOU SHOULD BE UNDER 
ILLUSION, HOWEVER, ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE THAT WE, THE 
CONGRESS AND THE ENTIRE AMERICAN PEOPLE ATTACH TO THIS 
SUBJECT. 

NO 

- I WOULD BE LESS THAN CANDID IF I DID NOT TELL YOU 
THAT WE REMAIN DEEPLY DIS APPOINTED ABOUT THE LOW LEVELS 
OF EMIGRATION FROM THE USSR. IT WILL SE VERY DIFFICULT 
FOR US TO SUSTAIN THE NEC ESSARY PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 
IMPROVED US-SOVIET RELATIONS IN THE ABSENCE OF A 
SIGNIFICANT UPWARD TREND IN EMIGRATION LEVELS. 

- THE PRESIDENT HAS STATED HIS VIEW OF THE NE E D FOR 
BOLDNESS IN RESOLVING THESE ISSUES . WE HAVE NOTED AND 
ARE APPRECIATIVE OF THE PROGRESS IN RESOLVING INDIVIDUAL 
HUMAN! TARI AN CASES. WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE NOTED THAT WE 
HAVE TAKEN STEPS OF OUR OWN IN THE FIELD OF LICENSES F OR 
OIL AND GAS TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT . WE ARE PRE P ARED TO 
MATCH FURTHER SOVIET STEPS WITH ADDITIONAL STEPS OF OUR 
OWN. SHULTZ 
ST 
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Mikhail Gorbachev 
General Secretary 
Central Committee of the 

Communist Party U.S.S.R. 
The Kremlin, Moscow 

March 14, 1986 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Dear Secretary Gorbachev: 

DISTRICT OFFICES' 

GEORGE W. WHITEHURST 

FEDERAL BUILDING 

SUITE 108 

FORT MYERS, Fl 33901 

(813) 334-4424 

2015 SIESTA DRIVE 

Sum 204 

SARASOTA, FL 33579 

(813) 361).-9482 

We, the undersigned Members of the United States Senate and House 
of Representatives, call upon you to demonstrate your concern for 
human rights and dignity by allowing the family of Mr. Anatoly 
Michelson to emigrate to the United States. 

Mr. Michelson left the Soviet Union in 1956 with the expectation 
that his family would be allowed to follow. But after thirty 
years of pleading with Soviet authorities, his wife Galina, his 
daughter Olga, and his grandson Anatoly, whom he has never seen, 
are still prevented from leaving the Soviet Union. 

Mrs. Michelson is 65 years old and legally blind. Mr. Michelson 
suffers from life- threatening heart disease and diabetes. What 
purpose can be served by continuing the cruel separation of this 
elderly couple and their family? No other Soviet-American family 
has been separated for so long. Surely, they have suffered 
enough, and the time to set aside any political or legal 
considerations is at hand. 

The people of the United States have been encouraged by the recent 
release of nine Soviet spouses of American citizens and your 
recent statement that more emigration of spouses will be allowed. 
Americans hold respect for the family in the highest regard. We 
hope that you will use this opportunity to let the American people 
know that you value the sanctity of the family and that you will 
exercise compassion and humanitarian concern in this tragic 
situation. 

We appreciate your interest in this important matter. 

Sincerely, ~'JI lr" • ~~ 
S' r-"" . - "\ 

~7kL - Connie Mack, M.C. 
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fl (301) 
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January 2ff , 1986 

t.~- C' ....... - . Bu.lovlenkov : 

I hnv<:t be<."n nskP.d to reply tn ycur ~t;ober 17 l~tt~r tn 
Presici:-r.t 'Pe;J.gcir.>_ concerning the pffort:s of: all of ynu to be 
r~unit~d with your Soviet spous~s . I rogret the delay in 
~eGponding to your correspondence , but w~ h~ve tried to he as 

. ~ully responsive as -we c~!" . W@ encourag€ - you -to ehare thi!! - --. 
- - reDlv -with the oth(l:i· dividel: - soousPs . The Pre!;ident is keer.l:r ·_· ::_- _-·· . awar~ of _-the se.riou~ . e:itoticnal~ and · financial hardships you have 

- - S\i~ferE-tl bec~u~c of . th~ Soviet Gover!l-:nent ' s re f us.al to permit 
··· .. your spou~es to b~ r~unitoed with you . 

Both publiel:" ~:;d _through priv·ate- c1iplotn<1tic ·chl:tnnel!;; , _ we have 
~xpres&t?d our ~trong concern about tha Sov;_et refu~c-.1 tc a llm1 
ynur i.poun~!=t t~· emigratP- . \<-~e hav~ madt~ clr:nr to the Snv·i+:its 

·· th~t 1 f th~'! ~re sericuE about: improvir.;g ri?.l at ions with thl'! 
"ni.·ted c-+.,.. .. e.,, +-he·v w;~ .. h- ....... t- ·.,."''"'OlVP .. h·~~--~ ,.. __ ,,.<-:: · ~ ... ~ ... .,,~ ... t \,; • .•• .,. .... .._ ~.:; I -' •-t - ·J...J. . U ... "'.:.. "lJ .,, ~-. .,... • . . "'· " ,,,;; .• >-r::- -~ .. ..,.,.:-._ .. • n.t::" ~ ••Z:l--4.<:J 

that l\ri:: impro7ement in u.s. - sovil!'t r~lt:.tiorn:. Must be acco!r.­
ponied by nr: in;provemt~r:.t in thiz .'.l:n~a . 

We raised the issue of divicled ~pause~ in our discu~sion£ with 
thi? Soviets in G~r1~va. . The talkc wr:r<: f r ank and hope f u Uy 1.r.ie 
a constructiv~ groundwork fo r futur~ progress . 

We vere er.couragP-d hy the Scvii:}t decision on · th~ e-vf~ or. the 
su'!'!'"lit tc allow ~everi!l Soviet spmrnes ~o emigr ate: , . .u~d W» <ln:~ 
ple~sed :"or tho!1t? ·4ho rP.coiv~d this good nPws . Eow~-!W:::-, ,:!l:U!".'lr:t 
20 SoviC:-t ~p:::m!:>~s ccnti nue. t::> he <lEH»ied rxi t ~er:':li~$inn . t-~uch 

-work remains to be donf:' , beth in diplomatic ch<lnnel~ and throu~h 
your ef~ort:~ to publicize vou'!:' pligh~. 

Ple~se be 3s~q~ed that we will 
C""'" l."'C"" "·""-,, - i:;,..,~,.;f, ._,.. t-1"1 co-niu ,.; , • 's' • • • • ~ .... it _ , _ .•• -~ ~ . ... _ .""3 _ ..... ;.n .r ....... / 

continu~ ta make everv effort to 
with th~t~ 0bli~~tions und~r th~ 

He! ~ inki F i~ ~ 1 Ac~ . Pre~idcnt Reagan and Ge nFrsl Secretary 
Gorb~ch~v h~v~ ~qreEd "on th0 !mpo~tance of rPsclving huma11i ­
t.::1ri.a~ case:; in c £pirit. of coo;)e !:'<}tic~r • • " Ti'"!i~ agrt:e~e!lt. will 
b~ g iven rgal meaning when all 0 f y~U ar~ ~inally abl~ to li v~ 
lr1 ~)r~~c:f"'I togr:.:-:: t~-:~·r vi!:.h ;/0\lt" $(";Viz: ~~ s p -.. ~il~l:.'.~ s . 



~-~· r . ~ .... -.. 
······· ' 

l• .. r:. r~r ~: .i g::J in i:: 
Sp~ci~l A~~istn~t t0 the Presid0nt 

and Dir0 ctor cf. C{;rrespor!r]c..~r~ c('! 

~'t-f"<. ...... . ,, 
J 7 S~u-th Co~.h:l i r!CJ St~r•·<::tt 
3.n :. t imr.Jr.e, ~'1 !) :~ 1:? 7 4 

AVH:DOS:DE:AVH:ebp (lAVH} 



January 28, 1986 

D~pr ~rs. Ealo~l~nkov: 

:. 1·1~·-r\~· ~)t,:.< ... ~~ ::~~ kf.)d t0 r'::pl·:." t-.('• ~ :"c.,u:. .. (~t.;t (: :j (:· r- J_-; .l .:l ~_t;-~ ~ tc) 
PresiCr~ ·~ t '.P,~.1gc1r-· conccrriincr t.r.e pf:<;;!. .. t- !..~ 8:~ a: 1 (_)f '\.:-r-:·u to be 
rt~ur:it-.t:d wi-t!-l ~~-·our Sovi~t 5-"l=>OU.s ·~_: :.~ . I r~:g~r~~ t t .hf: Cela:t i.n. 
r0spn~dinG t~ your corr0epond~nce, but w~ h2VP tri.~~ tn hP ~c 
full·? !>~Sf->Or1cil.1 (-: as"''~ c~!l. 1 ... :~ ·: er:<::c11.lr-:.~z1~:: 't/C1U t.Ct :: ... !1ar,-·~ tf1~_s 

r~?1Y with tlH:: othr:r divi<lic' l1 ~pc.ius.:>s. Tlle Presi(:!t': :it is kccr.ly 
aware of the serious A~oticnal ilnd fin~ncial hardships you have 
su: fe:red because of the f0v iet Gover!1T!1ent' '' re tusa 1 +:o r·>2-rr:ii t 
ynur spousPs to b~ reunit~d with you. 

Both publicl? and through private dipl0mdtic chHnnels, we hav~ 
e~presz~d our strong concern about thP ~o,·ie~ refusal to allow 
··nur spou~es to emigrat~. We have mad~ cl~2r to the Soviets 
th2t i~ thPV are serious abou~ improving ~elations with ~h0 
United StateE, th~y will hovP to re~olvP th~se c~3es. W0 i ns ist 
tha~. ~!"!:." i.::pY-c·· ... ~e~rr~t in. t!.S.-50,ri~t r~?.124.tio!"~:; :::11~; t !)(:- ,1cr::!".'rr.­
pan~ed by ~n irnprovem@nt in thi~ area. 

K~ rai~~d the issu~ of divi~ed s pous ~ r in our rli s cu2si0ns with 
fr,~~ l:: ~J ~1 d ho~:, '2 f u } . . 1. ~ ~ l c~ i C 

L~t-:. \.IP !"f:" (Tn C('."it1 r .3 rJ~d hy· t.h ~ s C\t i 1;·t (~f~. c i !; it)~ (: -n, ~:ht".' E: ,,7 (~ () ";.~ 1.-. :i~· 

s urnniit t8 2Jlow severe! Sovi~t ~~n~r 0 ~ ta ~mi~ra~~, dnd W? ~ r~· 

plc: .3GPC for tTi0se \!he> r"f~·ci;:.:..i'./t_> c~ t his c;.c,r".":'d1 n~~· 7f:. l! ~:·--.-1~.>..·.1 ~: ! ... , ,:-.!l!"r.0~t. 

;o Sa'":_,..}(·- ~ S!JOUS'?S co!;tir;u r~ ~-: c) :) t·_' d:.·:·1i~: d·-:._)~ :.it ::'~ .... r~:Lf,~--.1c,n. ~~ur-J·; 

\t:~;:-k :rr..:: ~:air:~ to be donr-·, hct~·1 5.1·: c.:iE)1.::i::: .. :: 4:.i(? ~~t .. ::!'!n(:l~; t1 :-~c thrc1 uc;J.1 
,·0u:-- ::f:.:Jrt.::: to publici::P. :'.''~Uc ;:;liqh"::. 

L·~ ·=· ~; 1 "'._,·r. ~ ~ ~:;_ .t .i _ :n -? ~riinq v.1l1t.•!: .-: 1. i r~. r-- .. .. ·~ 11 .:;~·7"·. ~7 i. :~: .=~~~2. ... _; :::-;~.('7; t_:!). "\'t-"·' 

~- r: r) r~, ; c·:·· ~~ .:-.s .. !·.-h•?I"' \-'i. :..h ·· -1 ~:--u~~ S -.:~:T~-- ~ : .'. ~- vr·1...-.. \_~ ~ :-::: ~:. 

. .... ... .. .. . . ... : ... . . : :: :··· · ·. :: ::::::.·.-.·. 



i 11 .. r1r~~ I1iggi::1s 

-:'J .... , ' ... 
t ... ~ • ' 

Special Assistant to the Pr~sident 
and Directer o f Correspondence 

Yr~. Yuri Balovlenkov 
17 South Conkli~g StrP0t 
3LJ ! tirr!c;re, :.~:J ? 1:: 2 4 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 15, 1986 

0089 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 
1
,_ ) 

\ •1(.lv.:C<t"" . 
FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI~~ 
SUBJECT: Letter to President from Balovlenkov re Spouses 

Denied Permission to Leave Russia 

We have reviewed and concur, w~t~~ ~ipo~ annotated changes, with 
the draft response (Tab A) for "~-e ' t.$rt.'el:eie!lc.J..s- signature to Mrs. 
Balovlenkov and The Divided Spouses. 

Attachment: 

Tab A Draft Response 



THE WlflTE HOUSE 

W.\SHINGTON 

FOR! PAT YOUNG 

~se close out I.D.I_~~ 

-
-

-
-

Agency~ D~te 
Diapoaition~ 
It was ref erred to 
for RAD/RAR/RAA/ __ 

Agency unable to loci 

Please send me a one· 
for I.D.f~~--------

Awaiting all materia 

Awaiting incomln9 ma 
agency. 

Awai ting copy of age .. _,, ---~ -.-

Send to Central Files. 

Return to me when updated. 

Agency indicates action wilJ 
~e delayed for I.o.t __ _ 

~~-
0~~+ 

I . ' +'' 'l~ 

--'Tl ~Jj,_,.,,•~~/ . /// r // /J... 
l/V' ~JI; (.. /fr/~ 

Sally E. Kelley 0 



Uf JCUSSIFIED 
{Classification) 

DEPARIMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SF.CRETARIAT 

TRAl~SMITI'AL FOR-1 

For: Mr. Robert C. M:Far lane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

S/S 8532728 

Date 2 6 DEC 198S 

To: President Reagan 

Date:October 17 t 1985 

Fran: The Divided SfOuses (Mrs. Balovlenkov) 

Subject:Group wishes president to s:peak with 

Gorbachev about their si;:x:::uses who have been denied pennission to leave Russia. 

WH Referral Dated: November 5, 1985 NSC ID# 358961 
(if any) 

--- The attached item was sent directly to the 
Departrrent of State. 

Action Taken: 

x A draft reply is attached. 

--- A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An infonnation copy of a direct reply is attached. ---
We believe no response is necessary for the reason 

--- cited belc:M. 

The Department of State has no objection to the --- proposed travel. 

Other. 

Ranarks: 

Reply should be sent t~Elena Balovlenkov,l 
acting spokeswcrnan for the Divided spouses. 
Sandra Gubin of Kalamazoo has had her 
case resolved. 

~~ 
~Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 

(Classification) 
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T H E W H I T E H 0 U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

358961 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 17, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

"THE DIVIDED SPOUSES" 
122 WEST CROSSTOWN PARKWAY 
KALAMAZOO MI 49001 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 5, 1985 

SUBJECT: GROUP WISHES PRESIDENT TO SPEAK WITH 
GORBACHEV ABOUT THEIR SPOUSES WHO HAVE BEEN 
DENIED PERMISSION TO LEAVE RUSSIA 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the lnited States of America 
1600 Pennyslvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

853Z728 
October 17, 1985 

358961 

We are Americans married to Soviet citizens who have repeatedly been denied 
permission to cose live with us in the United States. We are writing to request that 
these instances of Soviet violations of the rights of American citizens be raised in 
the strongest possible terms in your meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev. 

We understand that the Soviets are most reticent about discussing human rights 
issues at the upcoming meeting. However, the divided spouses are more than a human 
rights issue. Soviet behavior in this matter is a direct action against citizens of 
the United States, and thus, this issue is part and parcel of our bilateral relations. 
As long as the USSR violates the rights of American citizens, it is hard, if not 
impossible, to believe that they are serious about wanting an improvement in relations 
wJth the United States. Further, if the shoe were on the other foot and it was the 
United States which was violating the rights of 24 Soviet citizens, (however 
improbable that may be), it is quite possible that the General Secretary would refuse 
to meet with you until the matter was resolved. Or, if the General Secretary would 
agree to such a meeting, you can be sure that he would give the issue a high priority. 
The Soviet press would launch into a tirade of criticism of the United States for 
such actions and point to this as an example of how America seeks to increase tensions 
between our two nations. 

One of the foundations of United States - Soviet relations is reciprocity. The 
Soviet's continued illegal and arbitrary treatment of American citizens when they would 
not tolerate such actions toward their citizens makes a mockery of the notion of 
reciprocity, as well as their signature on several international agreements. 

Helplessness, anxiety, dispair that we will never be allowed to live together 
dominate the lives of the divided spouses. We waver bet·ween strength and apathy, 
action and depression. We struggle to rear children alone, to make ends meet, to 
keep open our linited communication with our spouses, to choose between building a 
future alone in America or being ever poised to return to the Soviet Union for the 
precious, grudgingly granted weeks or months together the USSR sometimes grants us. 
Our spouses in the USSR agonize as they wait for years, applying and reapplying for 
exit visas, only to hear again and again that they are trapped, lonely and empty, 
forbidden that most basic right - the right to live as a family. 

We have appealed to American and Soviet officials, concerned private individuals, 
public figures, churches, the United Nations, the Red Cross, and other countries' 
governments . So~e have been on hunger strikes, others have staged demonstrations. 
Our husbands and wives r emain, despite these efforts thousands of miles away. We now 
have come to ge ther as a group in the hope that our appeal may be bett er heard 
col lective l y than as isolated individuals. 

Please find enc losed a copy of a letter t hat some of us have sent to General 
Secretary Gorbachev as part of this effort to act collectively. Because the American 
spouses are located in various parts of the country, it was not possible to get all 
t he ir signatures on this letter in time t o f orward it to the General Secretary. 
However, we are all united as we now turn to you , our President, for assistance . 



2 

Your upcoming meeting with the General Secretary offers the best hope we have 
had in years that our cases can at last be successfully resolved. We hope that 
you will not fail to take advantage of this opportunity to demonstrate that the 
United States government is firm and serious in its commitment to protect the rights 
of its citizens, as well as its expectation that the USSR will honor its signature 
on agreements with us, by raising this issue in your meeting with the General Secretary. 

We al~ would be so very grateful for your compassionate and humanitarian efforts 
to reunite us with our spouses. 

cc: Secretary of State George P. Shultz 
John F. Matlock, Jr. 
Ken Hillas 
Judyt Mandell 

Sincerely, 

The Divided Spouses 



: 

Tbe·Divided Spouses wh.:> signed the letter to General Secretary Gorbachev: 

Elena Balovlenkov ( Yuri Balovlenkov) 
17. S. Conkling St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

Elizabeth Condon (Victor Novikov) 
87 Newton Avenue 
Lynn, Massachusetts 01905 

Sioban Darrow ( Dimitri Vasenkov) 
2175 10th Avenue 
Highland Park, New Jersey 08904 

Susan Graham (Matvey Finkel) 
Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

Sandra L. Gubin (Aleksei Lodisev) 
122 W. Crosstown Parkway 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 

. Mary Lou Hulceman (Dimitri Argakov) 
2023 Murray Hill Road, Apt. 4 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Simon Levin (Tamara Tretyakova) 
415 Elm, 1t6A 
Deerfield, Illinois 

Edith Luthi (Michael Iossel) 
4 Kathryn Lane, #3 
Holliston, Massachusetts 01746 

Woodford McClellan (Irina McClellan) 
Department of History 
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Fran Pergericht ( Roman Kuperman) 
457 West Roslyn Place, Apt. 2 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

Gohar Rezian (Poghos Rezian) 
1426 W. 179th Street, #12 
Gardena, California 90248 

Scott Rose (Elena Rose) 
1401% Kirkwood 
Austin, Texas 78727 

Robin Rubendunst ( Leonid Ablavsky) 
322 Beacon Street 
Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 

Mike Smith (Nina F. Smith) 
7456 Vanalden Ave. 
Reseda, California 91335 

Deborah Woodcock ( Alexandr Kalymykov) 
1799 N. #11 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Keith Braun (Svetlana I. Braun ) 
25251 Maplebrooke 
Southfield, MI 48034 

4( 



PyccRHt'r TiepeB08 

CeHTSI6pSI 1985 
rocno,n;HHy ~nxa~JIY CepreeBHqy rop6a'tleBy 

f eHepaJibHOMy CeKpeTapD UeHTpaJihHOro 

KoM11TeTa KTICC 

KpeMJib, ~ocKBa CCCP 

noporon rocno,n;HH feHepaJibHbIM CexpeTapb! 

Ml>!, Hl·rn:eno,n;nHca:sm11ecSI, rpBJK.n;aHe Coe.n;nHeHHb!X illTaTOB, 

cocToSimae E 6paKe c rpax.n;aHa' .• rn CoBeTc1rnro Co103a, o6pamaeMcH 

K BaM 3a llOMOmbIO no Bonpocy KOTOp~fi .n;nSI HBC Tax Tpy.n;eH--

0 Boccoe.n;1mem·a'I Hami.~x ceMei1. 

i;!Horo JieT HamM cynpyr11 He MoryT noJiy'WTb pa3pemeH11e 

Ha Bhle3,n; 113 CoBeTcKoro CoD3a Ha nocToSIHHoe ~11TeJibCTBO B CIIIA 

.D;JIR Boccoe,n;1rnem~g c HaM-vI. 

B :3TOM noJIO)KeHl·rn Haxo.n;HTCH MeHee .n;B:a.n;uaT11 ceMei1. Tpy.n;Ho 

rroBept1Tb, 'tlTO BOCCoe,n;11HeHHe TaKoV. ropCTKl1 JID.n;ei1 co CBOl1Ml1 

MY~bHMM H ~eHaMH Morno 6H yrpo~aTb 6e3onacHOCTH CoBeTcKoro 

COD3B. hlbI He Mb~eM TIOHlITb, noqeMy CoBeTCKHe BJIBCTl1 TBR ynopHO 

conpoTHBJIR~TCSI HameMy BOCcoe.n;11HeH11ro. 

B OTO?.~ ro.n;y OTMe'tlaeTCSI .n;ecSITan ro.n;0Bm1ma no2m1cam.rn 3a-

1on-.•1t~Tr.TT1.11rrn ,T'.nt<yMrnTn. J{onrJ1npnnn1n1 no f,n~onn.mtncTM "' Co·rpy.n.-

HV.qeCTBY B EBpone. XoqeTCR Bepl1Tb, 'tlTO .n;yx ROH~epeHn1111 B 

XeJib Cl1HKl1 He yuep' KBR 3 TO B:bir J!H.D;ll!T B HameM CJiy'tlae 'l1 TO' 'tlTO 

npOI1CXO,ll;i-:T c HaMl1 HBJlfleTClI TOJibKO ne'tlaJibHbTh'I He,n;opa3yMeHHeM' 

a He npe.uHaMepeHHO~ IlOJil1Tl1KOnA 

Hatrn cynpyr1~ He ,n;ncc11,n;eHThl, He 6opuhl nponrn CoBeTcKol: 

C~CT8Mbl. E.n;¥mCTBeHHoe, vro OHH 11 , MbI XOTl1M--3TO BOCCoe.n;Vi-

HeHl~e Hami~x ceMe~! B CillA. 

Mh1 ue..ueeMcH, 'QTO Bame Jrn'tlHoe y'tlacT11e B Hame» cy,n;b6e l13-

Mem1T C~CTByl\nnee TIOJlO)KeHl1e 111 MLI HBKOHeu CM0'1•eM l1MeTb HOPMBJlb­

Hbie ceMbl1 l1 6b!Tb B'MeCTe co CB0l1MH JlD6l1Ml:iIMl1e 



-September 1985 

. His Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
·of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

853Z728 

.. 

We the undersigned, citizens of the United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Union to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of 
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet government is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diff i­
of pe opl e with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 

. dead, as it would appear to be in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they-- and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ' ones. 

Respectfully, 

? 

:f1;;;"-2L.A_ ----------
Scott Ros-;/"'-

Susan Graham 

Keith Braun 



September 1985 

His Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the Uni tea States, married to ci ti­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to 'you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Onion to join us for permahent residence in the United 

. States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. It is diff i­
cul t to believe that the · reunification of such a handful of people with 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of the Soviet Un­
ion. we cannot understand why the Soviet government is so tenaciously 
opposed to our reunification. 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 
dead, as it would appear to be in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 

. families and be together with our lov·ed ones. 

Respectfully, 

Simon Levin 



September 1985 

His Excellency Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
Gener al Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the ·United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficult--reuniting our families. 

For many years_our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet Union to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than .20 couples in our circumstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of 
ion. we cannot . understand why the Soviet government is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diffi­
of people with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 
c..lecul, · aB it would appear · to be . in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ones. 

Respectfully, 

~~/~-~ ~-
~. 0~-----------

~/ , / ' { _r-r_ '"-.::Z",/.{ r( • ( I ;....... • ._{~ , 
Edith Luthi and son Gregory Elizabeth A. Condon 

Deborah v. Woodcock 

j' 



· September 198.5 

His Excellency Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the ·CPSU 
The Kremlin 
Mos cow, USSR 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We the undersigned, citizens of the United States, married to citi­
zens of the Soviet Union, appeal to ·you for assistance in the matter 
which is for us so difficul t--reuni ting our families. 

For many years our spouses have been unable to obtain permission to 
leave the Soviet t1nion to join us for permanent residence in the United 
States. 

There are fewer than 20 couples in our circumstances. 
cult to believe that the reunification of such a handful 
their husbands and wives could threaten the interests of 
ion. We cannot understand why the Soviet government is 
opposed to our reunification. 

It is diffi­
of people with 
the Soviet Un­
so tenaciously 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Final 
Document of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. We 
wish to believe that the spirit of the Conference in Helsinki is not 
c'ieaa, . as it would appear to be in our cases, but that what is happening 
to us is only a regrettable misunderstanding, and not a deliberate pol­
icy. 

Our spouses are not dissidents, nor strugglers against the Soviet 
system. The only thing that they--and we-- want is for our families to 
be reunited in the United States. 

We hope that your personal involvement in our fate will alter the 
existing situation and that we, at last, will be able to have normal 
families and be together with our loved ones. 

Respectfully, 

~ ~ .. - · -- -~ - - -· · - · -- -- -
Gohar Rezian 

fv11·~ fl-~----·-­
~~~~{ -:, Smith 



. The si~n&tories to this letter can be resched ~t thP. followin~ sdoresse~: 

Elena Balovlenkov (Yuti Bslovlenkov) 
17 S. Conkling St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

( 901) J/f; ~~r;s-g 

Elizabeth Condon (Victor Novikov) 
8 7 Ne~·ton Avenue 
Lynn, Hassachusetts '11°05 

Siob:in Darrow (Di~itri Vasenkov) 
2175 10th Avenue 
Hir-hland Park, New Jersey ~~on4 

-
Sus~n Graham (~!atvey Finkel) 
Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

Sandra r,ubin (Aleksei Lodiscv) 
122 \". Crosstoi..'Tl Parkway 
Kal a::iazoo, ~lichi!!llC l1crnn1 

}larv Lou fiulcc:::an (Dimitri Ar1'akov)' 
2f"J2 3 Mu nay !!il 1 P..d. , Ant. Ii 
Cleveland. nhio 44lf"J~ 

Simon Levie (Tarc.ars Tretvakovn) 
415 T:lm, ~f..A 

Deeffield. Illinois 

Ecl~h Luthi C'.ich.lel Ioseel) 
4 Kathryn Lane. f3 
lloll is tor., ~~assachusetts ~ l 74f. 

l.:Ood ford ~:cClellnn (Irina McClelhn) 
Department of History 
tniversity of Virr.inie 
Chorlottesvill~. VirRini~ 

Fran Per~ericht (Rom~n Kunerman) 
457 l·!E:st Roslyn Place, Ant. 2 
Chicar.o, Illinois f..n~l4 

4.1 



r.ohar Reziar. (?or,hos Tiezian) 
· 1426 ,, •. 179th St., 11 12 

Gnrdena, California Qn24~ 

Scott Rose (Elena Rose) 
14'11 ~ Kirkwood 
Austin, Texas 7~727 

Robir. Rubendunst (Leonid Ablavskv) 
322 BeAcon Street 
Somerville, ~ass~chusetts n2141 

Mike Sbith (~inn F. Smith) 
7456 Vaoalden Ave. 
Reseda, Californi~ 91335 

Debor:Lh '·food cock (Aleks11ndr Kal vmykov) 
l 7 ') '1 ~L , P. l l 
Lincoln, ~ebraske, ~~snq 



Kum·rn nocJiaHbli rocno~e rop6aqeBox Pance 
no a~pecy rocno~nHa rop6aqeBa M.C. 
reHepaXhHOro CexpeTBPfi UKKTICC 
KpeMJib, MOCKBB · 

rocno~HHY illeBap~Ha;a;3e 3.:a;yap;a;y 
. MHHHCTPY 11HOCTpaHHJ:iIX neJI 

CuoxeHcKaa - CeHHBR nJioma~b ;a;. 32/34 
IvlocKBa I2I200 

rocno~nHy Ry3He~oBy Py;a;oxb~Y 
HaqaJibHHXY Bceco103Horo OBMPa 
YJI. OrapeBa 6 
MocxBa I03009 

rocno;a;nHy CaBnnKoMy JI.A. 
Ha~aJibHHKY JleHnHrpa;a;cxoro OBY!Pa 
"YJI. ~eJIR60Ba ~. 29 
JleHHHrpa;a; I9II86 

rocno;a;HHY 3HR~eHRO A.M. 
Ha~aJibHlnty rnocRoBcxoro OB11Pa 
Moc KB a 

rocno;a;nny 3anKoBy A.M. 
TiepBoMy C.eKpeTap10 JleHHHrpa;a;cKoro 06JiaCTHoro KoMHTeTa 
KTICC I 06JIBCTHOtt KoMHTeT KTICC 
JleHHHrpa;a; 

, 

4 



Korrnn nocJiaH'!::il: rocno~e rop6a~eBOI Pattee 
no a~pecy rocno~HHa rop6a~eBa M. C. 
reHepB.JibHOro CeKpeTapn UKKTICC 
KpeMJib, MOCKBa 

rocno~HHY illeBap~Ha~3e 3~yap~y 
MHHHCTPY l!HOCTpaHHWC neJI 
CMoJieHcKan - CeHHan nJioma~b ~ . 32/34 
MocRBa I2I200 

rocno~HHY Ky3Re~oBy Py~oJib~Y 
Ha~aJibRHKY Bcecoro3Horo OBMPa 
YJI. OrapeBa 6 
MocKBa .103009 

rocno~HRY CaBHUKOMy ].A. 
HaqaJibHHKY ]eHHHrpa~cKoro OBMPa 
·yJI . ~eJin6oBa ~. 29 
]eHHRrpa~ I9II86 

rocno~HHY 3iur~eHRO A.M . 
HaqB.JibRHXY I!iocxoBcKoro OB!1Pa 
Moc:KBa 

rocno~HRY 3aHXOBY A.M . 
TiepBOMy CeKpeTapD neHHHrpa~cKoro 06JiaCTHOro KOMHTeTa 
KTICC I 06JiacTRoi1 KoMHTeT KTICC 
]eHHHrpa~ 



'. 
' . 

cc: Ms. Raisa Gorbachev 
c/o Mikhail s. Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, USSR 

Mr. Eduard Shevarnadze 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Smolenskaya - Senaya Sq. 32/34 
Moscow 121200 

Mr. Rudolf Kuznetsov 
Chief of All-Union CNIR 
Ogarev 6 
Moscow 103009 

Mr. L. A. Savitsky 
Head ol Leningrad OV'IR 
Zhelyabova Street 29 
Leningrad 191186 

Mr. A.M. zinshenko 
Head of Moscow OJ IR 
Moscow, USSR 

Mr. Lev z ai kov 
First secretary of the Leningrad Communist Party 
Obl ast noy Komi tet KPSS 
Leningrad, USSR 


