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We are American citizen Michael Lavigne and Soviet citizen 
Sonia Melnikova-Eichenvald. 

Before we met in November 1984, Sonia had been a Jewish 
refusenik for five years. It was a terrible ordeal. 
Now she faces an even more tragic situation. 

In April of 1985, we were married in Moscow. Perhaps with 
some irony the representative of the Moscow People's Council, 
who performed the ceremony, wished us every success, for 
soon after, the same Soviet authorities decided to break 
our family apart. 

On May 10, 1985, we applied for an exit visa for Sonia 
to come live in America. On August 30, after three months 
delay, we were given an answer: No. They gave us no 
reason. They merely said that her leaving was "undesirable." 

This refusal -- Sonia's twelfth -- was a crushing blow to 
us both. Not only was she denied the right to join her 
sister in the West, but now she would not be allowed to 
live with her husband in his o~~ country. 

At this moment, we do live together in Moscow, but our 
future is filled with uncertainty. Michael's visa is 
valid for .only one year, and we live in constant dread 
of separation. 

That is why we appeal to you. 

We believe our best hope right now is a comprehensive 
settlement of the question of Americans' spouses refused 
exit from the Soviet Union, as well as an op@ning of 
Jewish emmigration in general. It seems probable that 
these questions will be discussed in Geneva in November. 
We want very much to be included in these talks, and for 
our names to be among those presented to the Soviets. 

We a lso feel that the American Embassy here in Moscow 
which has the legal right to speak for us --can be of help, 
and they will be if they are conviced we have support from 
home. 

Please. Help us keep our family togethe r. 

Our heartfelt thanks for an yO:~-;i'.:;;r :7:2:e~~: ~ 
/ / / Miclra~-: Lavig~_.,, 

/ 

Sonia Melni kova-Eichenvald 
/ // 



SONIA MELNIKOVA-EICHENWALD 

Ulitsa Sedova, Kor.2,kv.66 
Moscow,USSR 129323 
Telephone 1 180-77-94 

MICHAEL LAVIGNE 

Resides in Moscow with Sonia 
Permanent address in USA1 
1529 Visalia Avenue 
Berkeley, Ca. 94707 

Sonia,born in 1947, an Architect by Education and Profession, 
first applied for a visa to emigrate to Israel in 1978. 
At that time she was forced to resign from her job at the 
employer's request. She was first refused in 1979 and since 
then she had applied with 6-month intervals and has been refused 
the total of 12 times. The only reason given for refusal was 
back in 1979 that father's occupation involved security clearance, 
but Sonia has not seen her father since she was an infant and her 
parents divorced. Her father has now been retired for the last 6 
years. 

Michael, born in 1946, was educated at Millersville State College,Pa. 
and the University of Chicago. In San Francisco he worked as a 
copywriter in Major Advertising Agencies, one of them Ogilvy and Mather. 

Michael met Sonia in Moscow almost two years ago. In order to get 
back to Moscow last year to marry Sonia, he took a job as a nanny 
with an American diplomatic family. They were married on April 25,1985. 
The American Embassy does not sponsor visas for Americans married 
to Soviet citizens, therefore Michael had to look for another job 
and became an administrative assistant for the New Zealand Embassy. 

Sonia and Michael applied for a visa for Sonia within a week after 
their marriage and their application Wa.s refused -in August, 1985. 
The Visa Department Official asked Michael to leave the room and then 
told Sonia that her "departure to the United States with her husband 
is not desirablef" When Sonia asked1 •why?" she was answereda 
"You know why.•. 

Michael' s visa will be expiring in Augst,1986, however they have 
bee~ threatened with Michael's expulsion already. 



Mr. Ronald Reagan 
The Whlte House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

Michael N. Lavi~ne 
New ZeRlRnri ~mh~~~v 
c/o New Zealand High 
The H:3ymarket 

The last ti~e l wrote to a president I was seven years 
old. It was to Eisenhower. and in tvuical fashion he 
answered me personally. I hope you will too, since I 
write to you on a matter of great personal urgency. 

M0 '312C'W 

Commission 

I am married to a Soviet Jew, Sonia i1e lnikova-Eichenv;Jld .• 
'iit:: wt:;.·e: :uar-rlctl in Mc::;cuw, on April 25 oL.this y.::u .. ·. 
Sc,,:-r1 ~ .. Cter·, 'fie o.ppll~~ t~ the prop~!· -~:iel:--~u;_!!.~! · ..!. L~ . t~::: 
!-::-r n ·:is2 i'o::- Sonic:> tc join me in Am:~r:i_ca. Or. .'·.:.:;:.;:--:·1

: 

1~8S. ~~ were officially refused. 

'i'i::-- r-r-~00?: thi:-y eave wac that Sonia• s 11 going to li '~~ '._;:-; 
"tl!~ U;-t.i t: ::~:l States \~1i th. ~-.. ~i-· husbat1c..l .::.0 :10.t._ .. d0sll··~::L:1.~. =~ 
lT1 0-the!' worgs, no rea~on at all . 

.ti:v .e!! .L!!!.Jug!! .Sonia is e. six-year "refuser1i~ .. :: who !!::!S 
received the voc3l ~uppcrt of a number of prominent 
v. 3. e:ongres::::men c:i.nd Sei'18. t0rs, this refusal ·came a..s 
terrible shock. The Soviet authorities had done 
nothing to block our m~rringe, and they even allowed ~e 
to Rt~y in Mc~cow for ~ ye3r and live in Sonia's apart~ent. 
which is an extraordinary privilege. 

I have no idea why they refused us. Sonia has no 
classified knowledge, nc·.·er served in the Armed Force[:. 
hAs cnmmi ttPd no cr.tu•P.S, :-lnrl is undec n !'.• fJ.n.An.ici::il 
obligations. Thus, accnrrlin~ to Soviet lRw, she is 
perfectly eligable to obtain A visa. 

Mr. l~eagan, I have- i·1ad to undergo the most absurd 
pe rm11 t8 tions ,iust to be near my wife. In order to 
get to Moscow last year to marry Soni~~ I abandoned 
my career in San Francisco and, ell 38 years of age, 
bec2me a r.?.nny for a f3:-r:ily at the J\mer·iccn S:nbassy. 
But as embassy rules prohibit the sponsorship of American~ 
m8rried to Soviets, on my wedding day I found myself 
running around looking for· a new sponsor. The New 
ZealRnd Embassy kindly agreed to support my visa, end 
I became their administrative assistant. 



• 

All this time I have lived in constClnt dread of being 
separated from my wife. And now that they have reft1sed 
Sonia's visa, our separation is a virtual certainty. 

Is it fair that Sonia was first denied the right to 
emmigrate to Israel, and now will be denied the right 
to live with her husband in his own country? 

Mr. Reagan, I ask you to help me, to speak to Mr. Gorbachev 
on my behalf, as I hope you will on hehalf of all spouses 
of Americans refused exit from the Soviet Union. 

I kw ... w that when you meet Mr. Gorbachnv in November 
you will be dealing with issues of global importance, 
but please do not forget Sonia and me, for the fate 
of individuals is_not such a small thing either. 

Our hopes and prayers are with you. 



... 

,. 
Michael N. Lavigne 
Ulitsa Sedova, 10, Kor 2, Kv 66 
MOSCOW 

Mr. M.S. Gorbachev 
General Secretary 
Central Committee 
The Kremlin 

of the Communist Party of the USSR 

MOSCOW 

Dear Mr. Gorbachev: 

I am an American citizen currently residing in Moscow. 
I am married to a Soviet citizen, Sonia Melnikova-Eichenvald. 

On May 10, 1985, we applied to the proper Soviet authorities 
to grant Sonia a visa to join me in America. On August 30, 
1985, we were informed at the Moscow office of OVIR that 
her application was refused. No reason was given. To 
our inquiries we were merely told over and over that 
Sonia's "joining her husband to live in the United States 
is undesirable." 

Mr. Gorbachev, Sonia is my wife. I find it extremely 
desirable that she live with me -- as any man would. 

The Soviet People have been very kind to me up till now, 
allowing me to live for a time with my wife and not 
hindering us in any way in our day-to-day life. 

I only ask that you extend this kindness in what I know 
is the stated policy of the Soviet government and the 
wishes of its people. 

A recent official Soviet report entitled "Ten Years After 
Helsinki" says: 

Soviet law does not prohibit marriages 
between Soviet Citizens and citizens of 
other countries. Such families freely 
choose their place of residence in either 
of the countries they come from. Soviet 
government bodies do not only not prevent 
such families from making a free choice, 
but render necessary assistance in 
resolving the practical matters. 

I hasten to assure you that Sonia has no classified 
knowledge, never served in the armed forces, has 



• 

committed no crimes, and is under no financial obligations. 
There is simply no reason, according to Soviet law, that 
Sonia should not be allowed to join me in America. 

Mr. Gorbachev, in recent days you have made it clear 
that you try to make yourself available to the people. 
And that is why I appeal directly to you. 

Please, give me a few minutes of your precious time so 
that I can make my case. I only ask you to correct 
an administrative error that stands in contradiction 
to your own stated policy and the spirit of your leadership. 

I have only one wish. To live in my own country with my 
wife. 

Please help us. 



ac:::::::;:· 
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The President of the United States 
The White Hause, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. President 

• 

4 May, 1985 

My name is Vladimir Feltsman. I am a pianist. I won grand 
prises in the International competitions in Prague <1967> and in 
Paris (1971>. I perfomed with the major orchestras in the Soviet 
Union and abroad - in Europe and Japan. I made a number of 
discs. But as I continued to develope as an. artist I found more 
and more difficL1lt to co~e with tight ideological control over 
my work and the absence of elementary artistic freedom. 

In April 1979 I decided to emigrate from the Soviet Vflion 
but I was denied an exit permission. 

All my conserts were canselled, my records were 
from the stores, my radio and TV tapes were odered 
destroied. I ceased to exist as an artist. 

removed 
to be 

For two years I was not allowed to play on public. Only 
after my interveiw with the "New York Times" in March 1981 I was 
allowed to perform inside the Soviet Union but not on the main 
stages. 

As an artist I see no future for me in the Soviet Union. I 
am Just a musician and music is all my life. When I am told I am 
not allowed to play it means I am not allowed to live. 

All the requests made on my behalf by my 
friends were ignored by the Soviet authorities. 
ask for your help in our desperate situation. 

Sincerely, 

Vladimir Feltsman 

colleges and 
My family and I 
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The President of the United States 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. President 

4 May, 1985 

My name is Sergei Petrov. I am a Russian, married to an 
American citiz~n Virginia Hurt Johnson. Since our wedding in 
February 1981, which took place in Moscow, my wife and I have 
been separated from each other. For four years the Soviet 
authorities refuse to let me Join my wife in the United States. 

We do not know why instead of helping us -- as they should 
ac~ins to Ha.l..s.in-k.i agreeRte-nt -- the Sevie-t- authorities 
continue to create obstacles which keep us apart. My wife is a 
law student; I am a free lance photographer, and we refuse to 
believe that our reunification is a threat to the security of 
the Soviet Union. 

All our attempts to find out the real reason for denying me 
exit permission to go to the Unated States have produced no 
results. The Soviet authorities either refuse to explain or 
limit their answer to one word: "undesireable". 

In our desperate situation, my wife and I ask for your help 
and support. There is litle hope that our problem will find a 
solution all by itself. 

There are less than twenty divided families who are not 
being allowed to join their spouses in the United States. Their 
situation is not essentially different from ours. The number is 
too small to expect the Soviet authorities to be concerned with 
this problem. Our suffering means nothing to them. Historically, 
this country views its citizens as its property. The concept 
that people have inalienable rights is still foreign to the 
Russians. 

-:=O\' fl'ler- foUt""-ye-ar1' of--9-truggle for my right to- be uiith my 
wife in the United States, the country of our mutual choice, has 
been a deeply instructive, even valuable, experience. Being 
unable to accept certain positions of the Soviet government, I 
proved to be a _ bad Russian. That gives me hope that I may become 
good American. 

Sincerely, 

Sergei Petrov 

USSR 
125445 Moscow, 
:Selomorskaya 5, 
block 3, apt.385 
tel. 458-31-71 

my wife's address: 
Ms. Virginia Hurt Johnson 
9095 Reynalda Station 
Winston-Salem, NC 27109 
tel. C919) 724-5735 

( 
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-j · · ·11,BEN~~!~~~~w~~~.~~~!6 FELTSMAN 
Honoraf'J ~lrpersons 

Helen Hayes RELEASE: March 3, 198 2 
ZublnMehta 
Yehudi Menuh!.1 
Dudley Moore 

CONTACT: Jeff Soref 
(212) 686-4 551 

MENUHIN, MEHTA, DUDLEY MOORE AND MS. HAYES SPONSORING 
SOVIET ARTIST'S DEBUT WITH OR WITHOUT HIM 

Four internationally prominent performing artists 

today unveiled plans for a gala concert in Avery Fisher Hall 

at New York City's Lincoln Center on June 14 to mark the 

"American debut" of a prize-winning Soviet pianist -- althoug 

the Soviets so far have refused to· say whether the pianist hi 

will be permitted to attend. 

The violinist Yehudi Menuhin, one of the four artists 

chairing the concert committee, told a news conference today 

that plans are going ahead for the American debut of pianist 

Vladimir Feltsman, though repeated appeals to the Soviet 
. 

government to allow Mr. Feltsman to perform in Avery Fisher 

Hall on June 14 have gone unanswered. Since he and his wife 

Anna applied for permission to emigrate to Israel in May 1979 

Mr. Feltsman has been banned from performing publicly inside 

or outside the Soviet Union and his records have been r emoved 

from Soviet music stores. 

Along with Mr. Menuhin, Zubin Mehta, Music Director 

of the New York Philharmonic; Dudley Moore, who has appeare ' 

as a concert pianist as well as in films; and actress Helen 

Hayes have agreed to chair the gala committee. 

MORE .... 
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\' 
Mr. Menuhin said that an invitation for Mr: Feltsman 

to perform was sent to Gosconcert, the official Soviet 

concert agency, on November 12, 1981, but that no response 

has been received. In addition, Mr. Menuhin said, a personal 

appeal to Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev on Mr. Feltsman's 

behalf also has received no reply~ 

Since all signs indicate that Mr. Feltsman will be 

unable to perform at the concert, Mr. Menuhin said, "stand-in" 

() performances by ·pianist Misha Dichter and by dancer Gelsey 

Kirkland and a partner (to be announced) have been arranged. 

In addition, Ms. Hayes plans a dramatic reading. Mr. Menuhin 

said the names of additional performers will be released closer 

to the concert date. 

"It is inconceivable that an artist of Vladimir Feltsm~n's 

standing is held incommunicado and music lovers in all countries 

are deprived of hearing his art," Mr. Menuhin said. 

In prepared statements, Mr. Moore said that the pianist's 

treatment was "outrageous," while Ms. Hayes said she was "appalled' 

that the Soviet government would "detain gifted people whose 

talents belong to the world." 

Norman Gladney Comnnmications of New York will produce 

the concert. The event is co-sponsored by Gladney Communications, 

and by the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, the nationwide 

coordinating body for Soviet Jewry, and the Greater New York 

Conference on Soviet Jewry, which coordinates all Soviet Jewry 

activities in the New York area. 

MORE ••• 
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I 
The

1 
co-sponsors say they hope the concert will 

I 

help to pub .licize the plight of the Feltsman and other 

artists who wish to leave the Soviet Union, and compel 
I the Soviet government to release them. 

In ~ brief emotional message read by fellow 
I 

pianist Misha Dichter at today's news conference, Mr. Feltsman 
I . 

said, "I must start concertizing again.· It is my life. 

Inability tb perf~rm is fatal to any artist." 
I Mr. ; Feltsman, who is 30 years old, has received 

worldwide acclaim for his performances of music by Chopin, 

Schumann, Shubert and Brahms. At the age of 15, he won first 

prize at the Concertina International Competition in Prague, 
i 

and four years later he captured first prize at the Margaret 
! 

Long International Competition. in Pa~is. The music critic· 

of Le Figaro called him "extraordinary, brilliant," while 

the newspaper L'Aurore said, "He must be counted among the 

great musicians of the world." 

In 1977, Mr. Feltsman was permitted to tour Japan, 

and in 1978 he returned to France for widely-acclaimed concert 

performances. 

On May 23, 1979, Vladimir and Anna Feltsman,a biologist, 

applied for permission to emigrate to Israel, where Mrs. Feltsman 

aunt and--brother live. Mr. Feltsman said that his request for 

an emigration visa was "not a political act in any way," but 

a yearning for "more artistic independence." The Feltsmans' 

application was refused, and Mr. Feltsman has not been al l owed 
t; __ 

MORE •••• 
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to perform publicly inside or outside the Soviet Union since. 

Last year, a personal appeal for the Feltsman's 

release was sent to Soviet President Brezhnev by several 

,z_ prominent artists, including Daniel Barenboim, Mauricio 

~Pollini and Pierre Boulez. The musicians did not receive 

a reply to their request. 

The Executive Director of the National Conference 

on Soviet Jewry, Jerry Goodman, who returned from a two-week 

fact-f~nding visit to the· Soviet Union in January, 

said: "Vladimir and Anna Feltsman are people of extraordinary 

talent and courage. Their case typifies the terrible and 

tragic problems that face the 500,000 Jews who have expressed 

a desire to leave the Soviet Union." 

According to Zeesy Schnur, the Executive Director 

of the Greater New York Conference on Soviet Jewry, it is 

common for Jews who _have applied for emigration visas to lose 

their jobs or to encounter serious career problems after they 

() express a desire to leave the Soviet Union. 

The proceeds from the concert will be used for a 

variety of ·activities to help the Feltsmans and other Soviet 

Jews. 

Ticket prices for the June 14 concert will be 

announced at a later date, Mr. Gladney said. 

- 30 -
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IN Ti!E H\Jl'SE or hEPRF.SE!>TATlVES 

Thunday, Noi•embcr 17, 1.983 

• Mr. KE:MP. Mr. Speaker, today we 
;.a\'e be!ore us a resolution expressing 
,he sen.se of Congress that Vladimir 
Fel~sr.-ian be permitt~d to play in a 
concert at the Kennedy Cent~r in De
cem ber. The Senate is about to pass a 
companion bill. 

It ls outrageous that it should take 
a,n a~t of Congress to extend an invit.a
t. :::m 'or a r t cogr..1zed artist to perform 
E;·~n then t_here is no a..~.s-.irance that 
FeJt.sman will be permitted to attend 
his own conc:ert. · 

Vlr.dimir Feltsman is a refusenik in 
the Sonet Union. Like so many ott::er 
J~ws, he applied for e.n exit \·isa for 
himself and his wife t.o allow them to 
e.::1gr_ate to Israel. Like mo:>t other re
L1 ~ !':<1ks, he found him.self without 
employment r.nd the subject of ostra
cism and hn.ra.ssment. 

But in Vladimir's case. the circum
sta.nces are r:i;1ch more d!'amatic. Vlad-
11'.11r. is an ir.ternation.ally renov.;ned 
P.1arnst w~o ha.d v:on sr·veral competi
t10ns outsid t- the S::>,·iet Union and had 
bevu .. 1 to at · · :.c! a ·,i, ;c,.· follc·wing. His 
type .of_ar;: , ·:-y k::1ows no political 
bounoanes. 

v,~!1rn I r~: ~..._:- · ~.:: - d to ~~it 1~:-::·:~- j 

St;.it5 I ~ot in to;,,·h v. '.: h ~.;u:-mC:.:i 
G:c. '.i;>(•y. 11:ho SPC'1'>C>re-:! 8 h ;1 i:"Jy S\J C· 

C(·'.:·.f ul conct-rt for Ftl :..;-~;;a :i at L in
coL'1 Ctnte r last yui.r.. He obtai:1~-d the 
c·:-,~;,·b":n ent for F.:::~srr. an at the Kt:i
r.E-d y Center for Dectrnbcr 30. and I 
wr~r: t to do en·rything po:.s;tle to see 
t!1at Feitsman is hne to perform. 

GJ;;.dney has had no response to his 
invitation sent through Gossconcert, 
the official Soviet e.gency in ctia.rge of 
international engagements. Once this 
resolution passes I in~nd t.o send it to 
Gossconcert in support o! Gladney's 
irn·itation and hope to get a fa\·orable 
N>ply. 

An ir.d; , ation of the importance of 
the is:>ue is the amaunt of su;iport it 
:r.as receh·ed. The enti:-e House leader
ship sif,TlPd on to u.e "Dear Col
league" and we recei\·ed nearly :i.30 co
sponsors. In addition to this being an 
i;r;portant issue generally, I think 
niuch of the rea.:;on for such strong 
backi~g is due to the fart that, since 
Felt..5man became a refusenik, he has 
been gi\·i:ii; roncer-..s in his home for 
!ritnds and Yisitors to the So\·iet 
lJnion. A Yisit to FelLsman's home hR.S 
been the hit:h point of Yisits to the 
SoYiet Cnion by many Congressmn:. 
and Senators and their staff. anc I 
l:now that. e\'eryone v;ho has he :.~d 
\ ' ladimir perform has been as mc•t-::! 
as I was, by his talent and his pli~hL. 

I Thls is an exceptionally important 
But the So-. ;f· :..S ~:-.::.1\ c.therv.·ise. Im- J case. Not only does it inrnh·e the 

mediat.i:;_ly u_;>o:-i . !".;s !~:-st application ng~ts of persons as g-uarantee~ by the 
.for em1g:-a:t1 :ir ;n 19, 3. his appea.r- ~ He1s1_nk1 Accords .. but lt also im·oJ\'es 
a.rices outside t:-ie So,·iet Union were r the issue of artistic freedom. Felts
ca.nrtlf'd, and h :s &;::>p•: a.:-ances \\'ithin man's case embodles all the elements 
the Su\·iet Unk·n were l!:nit~d to such of e\·ery refusenik case, but its reper-

. none\·ents as early morning children's cussions are more highly \isible .. 
concerts in ou:ly!..-:g ci:ies. Vpon his We are asking, !.n this resolution, 
marriage to bic,Jogi.st Anna Kagan in that Vladimir and Anna be permitted 
1917. Feltsman ..,.;a..s once more permit- to come to the United States with 
ted to perform outside the So\·iet their baby. Daniel, so that Vladimir 
Uni_on and in Mosc·ov:. in concerts be- may fulfill his Der.ember 30 engage
fit t:ng his stature. He became solo pia- ment at the Kenn!':dy Center. Even if 
n :;;t with the Moscow PhilhhlTilonic only Vladimir himself is permitted to 
Orchestra, and once more his future come, and only for the one pe:-form
looked assured. ance, this will be a major step in the 

Then in 1979 both Vladimir and right direction. It will be a victory, and 
Anna applied to emigrate, The re- it will be a ray of hope to all other re
~ponse was swift and crushing. His ap- fusenik.s suffering the indignities 
pea:-ances were all canceled, his heaped upon them solely a.s a res\.!lt of 
records were pulled from the shel\·es hiwing expressed their desire LO live 
of rernrd sto:-es an::! radio stations, and outside the Soviet Union. 
h_ i~ name\\ a:> not permitted to bt: men- Let us give those people this ray of 
t .cned. V1ad1m1r ha.s retained his sense hope, this s ignal that perhap:> the tide 
of humor thr~ughout his tra\·aiJ, as in- is turning, this reminder that they are 
d1c;,.t.ed by his corrunent on the one not forgotten. Elie Wiesel's dramatic 
out-of-t.o-;i.n engagement which was words express the situation exactly 
not canceled: '" a fluke that only goes '·Indiffe rence to evU is evil." If we do 
to sho';I.: that almost anything can not speak out for freedom at every op
happen m GE-orgia." portunity, then our indifferr.nce will 

I had the pleasure of meeting this put out th.at ray of hope to those suf
:_:oung r:ian when I traveled to the ; fering in the Soviet Union and around 
;:,o\·1et Union this past summer. 1 was the world; those people who rely on us 
st ruck by his er.arm and his sense of as the greatest s:ronghold of freedom. 
humor 1:1 the fa.ce of 10 years of ha- We must take every step we can to fur
r::l.S.':ment by Soviet authorilies. Then. ther the cause of indi,·idual rights and 
whf'n 1 sat dov.n with t.he other guests freedoms, and to obt&in permission for 
t ~ he"-~ him play, I was Impressed by Vladimir Feltsman to perform here 
h11~ v. •: <.lth of talent and vow~·d to d? next month 'Ill.ill be one more impor
a'. l t hat I could to see that his prod1- tant st.ep toward achieving our goal.e 
g10-..i!' talent was not allowed to go 

. , ) 
~ •. ~·V 
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HON. TOM LANTOS 
01' CAL!f"ORl<IA 

IN THE HOl'SE or F.EPRESDi!ATIVES 

Thursday, No1•cmber 17, 1983 

• Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Spraker, the res
olution before this House today
Housf' Concurrent Resolution 177-ex· 
pressing the sense of the Congress 
that the Go\·ernment of the So\·iet 
Union should allow thf' lnterr.ati onallv 
acclaimed pianist \'ladirr.ir Ft-1~::~.a.~ 
to tr;,\·eJ to the United States to pn
form-once again focu ses att ention on 
the rE-pressi\·e Soviet immigration pol i
cies. 

Again the Soviets haYe demom~rat
ed their willful violation of the Hel.si:i
k i accords. T he p;,.ttern of rE-PH:~s:on 
that perYades the So\·iet ~-:~: £-m is 
mos t clearly e\·idenced by the So\·iet 
refusal to permit Its own citizrns to 
Jea\·e. "Vladimir Feltsman is ano~her 
tragic case of this gross and willful Yio
lat ion of humc.ri rights. 

Feltsm.an enjoyed a successfu l r.a.ret-r 
a..< a conce-rt pianist, winning co\·e:C'd 
i:1: crnational competitions. In tht 
Soviet Union he wa.s a rising star in 
t !1(· So\·iet music world. 

On May 23. 1979. F eltsm:::.n applied 
' :• emigrate to Israel. That same day 
rac;o and tele\·ision studios were or· 
dt-red to remo\·e all of his tape reco:-d· 
i1..gs from their libraries and ne\·er 
play them again. 

On the afternoon of the nry day he 
was schr.duled to perform in a co:1crrt 
with the Moscow Phi!harmoni~ Or
che.<;tra. his name was blacked out on 
posters ad\·ertising the concert. Tv:o 
hours before the performanc~. F eJ;,s. 
man was told his appearance had been 
canceled. 

Sin ce he made application to emi
grate to Israel, Feltsman has been lim
ited t 0 performing for friends and Yisi
tors in his tiny Moscow apartment. It 
is tragic that his talent should be 
hidden, that a larger audience does 
not ha\·e the opportunity to share his 
gift. 

?.~r. Speaker, Felt.sman ·has bef:n in
vited to perform in the concert hall of 
the Kennedy Center on December 30. 
This is the second attempt to permit 
Mr. Feltsman to perform in the United 
State:>. In June 1982, Feltsman was ln
\"ited to play at a concert at the Lin
coln Center In New York, organized in 
his honor by Norman Gladney in coop-· 
eration with the National and Greater 
New York Conferences on So\·iet 
Jewry. So\·iet authorities, of course, 
did not allow Feltsman to tra \·el to the 
United States then. 

The passage of this resolution will 
once again send the message to the 
So\·iet leaders that United S~at es
So\·iet re-lations are affected bv h o..,.; 
indh"iduals are treated in the u:s.s.R. 
Human rights is a matter of dt·ep con
cern to all .A . .r.-,ericans, and contir.ued 
vio1 ~ • i0r. of ~h e HP!~:~ ~:! ~~ ~4: '·rner. t s is 
not 111 tht' b(,St ir,t E- rt·o: o~ o-.ir Jong
t e:-m rE-la~1or..s . e 
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t.r f~ding partners a;1d d;,~ ;ort ~d intl:rna~ 

t ional markets. 
The United S'.atf'S J;;,s ;rnd will con

tinue to push for fn·rr market sys- . 
terns, which we bf'lie\'e d.re of benefit 
to all. We ha\'e been able to sell vege. 
ta~le oils and non-grain-feed ingredi· 
ents to the EC on a zero tariff basis, 
which we paid for in conces»ions to 
the EC in earlier negotiations. 

We must oppose a backtracking by 
the EC on these trade matters now. 
The Europeans should understand 
that '11:e want good economic as well as 
political relc.t ior.s l:. ips with our friends 
across the Atlantic. and one relation· 
sh ip impacts upon the other. 

I uri;e passage of the resolution . 
The resolution ·;.·as agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ZABLOCKI Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
re\·ise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution just agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. Is 
there objection to the request of the 
r .::ntl E-man from Y;U;consin? -

Thne was no objection. 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CON· 
GRESS THAT SOVIET UNION 
SHOlTLD ALLOW PIANIST VLAD· 
IMIR FEL TSMAN FREEDOM TO 
TRAVEL WITH HIS FAMILY TO 
THE U::-WITED ST A TES TO PER· 
FORM 
Mr. LEVINE of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
cischa:ged from-"!urther consideration 
of the House concurrent resolution <H. 
Con. Res. 177 l exprE-ssing the sense of 
Congress that the So\'iet Union should 
allow pianist Vladimir Feltsman free
dom to tra\'el with his family to the 
United States to perform, and ask for 
its immediate cons ideration in the 
House. 

The Cle rk read the title of the con
currtm resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ls 
there objection to the request of the 
gentl em a n from California? 

Mr. GIL.'l'vlAN. Mr. Speaker , reserv
ini; thf- right to object, I rise in sup
port of House Concurrent. Resolution 
177, legislation e;.;pressing the sense of 
Congress that the So\·iet Union should 
allow piar.ist Vladirr.ir Feltsman free
dom to t:-avel with his family, to the 
United States to perform. This timely 
r esolution, sponsored b y the gentle· 
man from New York <Mr. K EMP), and 
the gentleman from California <Mr. 
L . .;KTOS). again brings before the Con
gress, t h e plight of So\'iet refuseniks 
and the freedoms of which fh ey are 
de pr ived. 

Mr. Feltsman is a world-renowned 
pianist. celebrated for his critically ac
claimed playing in inte rnational com
p e l it ions and sold-out concert halls. In 

1979. h(· applied to emigrate to Is rael . 
S ince that time he has beC>n dt n if·d 
the right to work and has been har
assed co:itinually by the So\·iet au
thorities. 

Mr. Speaker. communications orga
nization within the United States with 
whirh many respected and responsible 
performers are associated, have ex
tended a in\·itation to Vladimir Felts
man to perform in the United States. 
An application has been filed through 
fonnal channels at the So\·iet Embas
sy in Nt-w York on behalf of Mr. Felts· 
man so he may tra\'el to the Unit ed 
States to perform at the Kennedy 
Center on December 30, 1983. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to 
suspend the rules and pass House Con
current Resolution 177 and signal to 
the Soviet Union our hope that it 
would respect Mr. Felt.sman's basic 
human rigllts, including his ri ght to 
travel, as guaranteed by the Helsinki 
Final Act. 

<Mr. GILMAN asked and was gi\'en 
permission to re\'ise and extend his re· 
marks.) 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Spr aker, I with· 
draw my reser\'ation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from California? 

There was no object ion. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso· 

lution. as follows: 
H . C ON. RES. 177 

\l.' hereas \ "ladimir Feltsman is an interna
tionally acclo.imed award·Vl·inning pianist; 

Whereas Mr. Felts man has been invited to 
perform in the United States on December 
30. 1983. at the John F . Kennedy Cemer for 
the Performing Arts In Washington, District 
of Columbia; 

Whereas Mr. Fcltsman, in direct conse
Quence of his expressed d esire to emigrate 
to Israel with his family, has had his basic 
human rights of freedom of traYel and cul
tural expression routin ely violated and sup
pres.•ed by thP Soviet Union; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman's basic human 
rights. as gu&.ranteed by the Final Act of 
the Conferenc.e on S ecurit y and t:oopera· 
tion in Europe signed at Helsinki, August 1, 
1975, LO which the S o\'iet Union is a party, 
have consistentiy been violat!:d; 

'Whereas Mr. F t:lt sman and his family 
ha\·e continually bpen hare.s:.ed as a result 
of their ha\ing applied for exit vis::.> from 
thl' So\·iet Union , which have been d enied 
each time: and 

v.·herea.s the Unit ed S tates was born with 
a t radition of respt-ct for human r ights and 
freedom of cultural exchange: Now, there· 
f ore. belt 

Resolved by the House of Representatives 
!the Senate concurring!, That It is the sense 
of Coni::ress that the Government of the 
So\'iet U!1ion should allo1:1.· Vladimir F elts· 
man freedom to travel with his family, to 
the United States to perform. 

Mr. LEVINE of Ca lifornia. Mr. 
Speaker. there are many violat!ons by 
the SO\iet Union of human rights 
which deserve condemnation, and 
doing so publicly in a number of in· 
st ances may in fact improve treatment 
by the SO\·ie t Communist leadership 
of So\·iet citizens. 

One case in point is that of Vladimir 
F eltsm a n . ThL5 inter n ationally r e· 

n c•wnc·d n-:w- ician h ;, • t- .- · .. ' ' · • .~ 
p<·rmi:-;sion to come to t :1 ' ' l· : . :, :.i 
Stat es fo:- a IJt:rform:;.n(·t :;.1 t' :f' Jt.>~1 . 
F. Kennedy Cen~n 0!1 D t·c·u11 bL· r 10. 

In the past. Mr. FE-lts man hw; been 
hara..c;sed and so has his family because 
of his desire to emigrate wit h his 
family to Israel. 

I hope pa.ssage of this n·solut ion " ·i ll 
be heeded in Moscow. Congressman 
L.r,.NTOS is to be commended for brin1'· 
ing this resolution to the floor,' and 
the 'gentleman from Ne,.,· Yo:-k <Mr. 
KEMP) for iniroducing it. 

The concurrent res0h;tio!1 was 
agreed to. 

A motion to recons ider w;:;.s laid on 

\ 
l 

\ 
I 

the table. -----.J 

GENERAL LEA \'E 
Mr. LEVINE of Crdifornia. Mr. 

Speaker . I as\: u:ianimc•us con sr:·i t that 
all Members may ha\·e 5 Jegis1ati\'e 
days in which to re\·ise and extend 
their remarks on House Concurrent 
Resolution 177. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the request of the 
gentlf'man from California? 

There v:as no objection. 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CON· 
GRESS CONCERNING COMPLI· 
ANCE BY SOVIET UNION WITH 
CERTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS 
Mr. FASCELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Commit· 
tee on Foreign Affairs be discharged 
from further consideration of the con
current resolution <H. Con. Res. 63 l 
expressing the sense of the Congress 
concerning the compliance by the 
So\·iet Union with certain internation
al a greements on human rights. and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con· 
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the r eciuest of the 
gentl~man from Florida? 

Mr. LAG0:!'.1ARSINO. Mr. Speaker. 
r eserving the rii:;ht to ob ject . let m e 
take this opportunity to express my 
full support for the pas.c;age of House 
Concurrent Resolution 63, with the 
proposed amendments. The resolution, 
expressing the seP..se of Congress that 
the U.S.S.R. should comply with its 
human rights commitmer.ts under \'ar· 
ious interna tional agreemen ts, ad· 
dresses a very serious situation. 

The Soviet Union is in violation of 
its responslbilities to human rights 
under no less than se\'en international 
agreements to which it is a party. In 
particular. the growing officia l harass
ment and denial of basic rights to 
Jewish citizens is a sobe ring reality. 

S o\·ie t officials have \'irtually choked 
off Jewish emigration. That go\'ern
m ent has punished So\·ie t J ews apply· 
ing for emig-ration with t he loss of 
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Expressing the sense of Congress on allowing Vladimir Feltsman freedom to 

travel. 

IN THE ~ENATE OF TRE UNITED STATES 

NOVEMBER 10 Oegislative day, NOVEMBER 7), 1983 

ill 

Mr. PELL (for himseH, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. MELCHER, Mr. 
BoscHWITZ, Mr. RANDOLPH, Mr. SYMMs, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. CHILES, Mr. 
8ABBANES, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. METZENBAUM, Mr. HUDDLESTON, Mr. SASSER, 
Mr. TSONGAS, Mr. LAuTENBERG, Mr. PERCY, Mr. GLENN, Mr. DODD, Mr. 
Bm.IPERS, Mr. INOUYE, and Mr. HART) submitted the following concurrent 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of Congress on allowing Vladimir 

Feltsman freedom to travel. 

Whereas Vladimir Feltsman is an internationally acclaimed 

award winning pianist; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman has been invited to perform in the 

United States on December 30, 1983, at the John F. Ken

nedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, Dis

trict of Columbia; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman, m direct consequence of his expressed 

desire to emigrate to Israel with his family, has had his 

basic human rights of freedom of travel and cultural expres

sion routinely violated and suppressed by the Soviet Union; 

11 
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Whereas Mr. Feltsman's basic human rights, as guaranteed by 

the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Coopera

tion in Europe signed at Helsinki, August 1, 1975, to which 

the Soviet Union is a party, have consistently been violated; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman and his family have continually been 
harassed as a result of their having applied for exit \'°isas 

from the Soviet Union, which have been denied each time; 

Whereas the United States was born with a tradition of respect 

for human rights and freeaom of cultural exchange: Now, 

therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the S enale (the House of Representatives 

2 concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress that the 

3 Government of the Soviet Union should allow Vladimir 

4 Feltsman freedom to travel, with his family, to the United 

5 States to perform. 

0 

S CON 85 IS 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
NOVEMBER 18 (legislative day, NOVEMBER 14), 1983 

Received; referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

ill 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of Congress that the Soviet Union should 

allow pianist Vladimir Feltsman freedom to travel with his 

family, to the United States to perform. 

Whereas Vladimir Feltsman is an internationally acclaimed 

award-wimiing pianist; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman has been invited to perform in the 

United States on December 30, 1983, at the John F. Ken

nedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, Dis

trict of Columbia; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman, m direct consequence of his expressed 

desire to emigrate to Israel with his family, has had his 

basic human rights of freedom of travel and cultural expres

sion routinely violated and suppressed by the Soviet Union; 

rg 
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Whereas Mr. Feltsman's basic human rights, as guaranteed by 

the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Coopera

tion in Europe signed at Helsinki, August 1, 1975, to which 

the Soviet Union is a party, have consistently been violated; 

Whereas Mr. Feltsman and his family have continually been 

harassed as a result of their having applied for exit visas 

from the Soviet Union, which have been denied each time; 

and 

Wh!f.eaB the United States was born with a tradition of respect 

for human rights and freedom of cultural exchange: Now, 

therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 

2 concurring), That it is the sense of Congress that the Gov-

3 ernment of the Soviet Union should allow Vladimir Feltsman 

4 freedom to 

5 perform. 

Passed 

1~83. 

Attest: 

travel with his family, to the United States to 

the House of Representatives November 17, 

BENJAMIN J. GUTIIBIE, 

Clerk. 
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\ · Sovie.t Fas-f ef ·;Presse~f':Ahead pff His· ·Fatal .;Co'urse 
\
. I ~ 

·! 
II , DyJOHNF.BURNS ... _·_. \,:.· .. 

·, SiAdaltoTbeNe-:YortTi~ ·.~' 
I MOSCOW • .July 21 - To those· who r 

I 
!:new him as a strong~limbed man only 
a_ ~hr>!". while ago, Sergei Petrov_ iS a 

ll 
.-;;;tmli ~ight. After 49 days on a diet of 
wat'.:T', he has lost nearly 52 . pounds, 

\ nearly :JO percent of his normal weigh. t. 
! He complains of dizzy spells, he can 
I barely walk unaided and he tires 
j quickly during his almost daily sessions 

I 
with reporten. -.. ·. · · · "' 

1 Mr. Petrov, a 29-year-Oid freei;mC:e 
1 • photographer, is on ~ hunger strike 

, I I seel:ing the right to emigrate to the 
\ United States to live with his wife, Vir-

~ . , ~la I!urt Johnson; a 23-year-old law · I student from Roanoke, Va. They met 
i while Miss Johnson was a student at the 

\ 
I Pushk\n Institute in Moscow studymg · 

I 
Russum and were married in February 

, 1

1

1981. Bot.'1 say· that Soviet officials 
, posed no objection to th~ union. - · 

Now Mr. Petrov appears set on a 
. course that could easily be fatal. 

I I Twelve days ago a se!l.ior S<JVii;t emi· 
I I ~ration c;ffidal summoned Western re-

l 'I iiQrters to hls office an:I announced that 
both Mr. Petrov and Yuri V. Balovlen- · 

\ kov, anott.er Soviet citizen who 1:5 on a - ~ . 

I 
· hunger strike for the. right to. join hiS' ,'· 

, American wife, had been "temporarily ~· 
J re!used'' ~'tit visas because. in the past ' 
, they had "had access to information ; . um...s"""" '"' .... " 

constitu~:~:t:,s::eii~·'~;',~::.t_. i · . , .... ~ergel P~tn>v and bts wife. V~glnla H~ Jobnscin, pbOtognapbed T~y at bls M~ :i:partmenL . 

What sort of information that was, 1 · · · " · · ,.. ·' · · .... - · ... · · ·. 
the Soviet official .• Sergei Fadeyev, re- · •. 'most of them never think about such 1-fast reached. .. an. advanced .sage . . last Mr. Petrov, meanwhile; seems deter-
fused to say. ~. Petr<?v. who became j things. They think only about what December. On that occasion medical mined to press ahead .with his fll$t. Sit· 
known to foreign correspondents he~e ~ Soviet society has taught them to think ·men; assisted· by the K.G.B., moved ting on a sofa In the apartment he 

.. 

through his photographic work, lree-1...:.. how to advance up th.e ladder of privi. Into the · Sakharovs. . ' · apartment In the shareS with his mother in Moscow's 
lanein.g for a n~~r of European and ~.lege. pow to get ahead and ~ass their· .pnwincial dty of Gorky and took them notihwestem suburbs, the suspenden 
Amencan pubhcations, has l!-clm~l:: share of Western consumer items l!ke to a hospital. The sequence suggested a on lils jeans hanglliig loosely on his · 
edged all along that he wor~ed 111 a mill- I clothes and stereos. If they have. those, ·readiness to force-feed the couple, a sunken chest, he said the hunger strike 
~ ~ institute _111 Moscow · they don't care for justice." · . : '.• · step that ·became unnecessary when had become an act of individual asser· · 
bnefly ~ftet graduatlng _wtth a de . , . One friend .. who discussed the hunger. theirilaugbter-in-law, LisaAlekseyeva, tion iri a society that seeks to deny all 
In physics fro111; M05cow State _Ulij.~e.r,-; strike with him before he began=. was allowed to leave. ~.>;<;::\ .,. ::-'.:. ';'" important freedoms, and as such a vin
slty In 1976. ' ~-·~ . . ·~" ~ - ::-: '·.::-7~ · '.-.'.~~!:~ ~el~ against It, arguing that!! was an .' Forced hospltallzatll!I' may' ·seem dicatioli.ofhis conscience. Whether the 

Mr. Petrov says he was. dismlss~ ... 11logical.step fo~ a clear-thinking man more attractive -to officials In light of authorities give in or a~tempt to_to~ 
fNID the Institute after three montM_ to take since.Soviet authorities were un- Mn .p·etruv's departure from the coun-· feed him, he said, is beside the po111t. 
and started building u~ 'llll archive ·of· likely to give in and he would ultimately try today, after only four days here on . ·.,1 don't want !o prove anything to the 
p~grapbs of old bw_ldings that he be forced . to start eating again. He the visa that Soviet authorities exped· Soviet · authorities, · I want to prove 
sold to Soviet ~k publishers. He,says. smiled, arid pointed to the archway ited after refusing her husband's appll· something to myself," he·sald. "I don't · 
that nothing he d1d at the research inst•. leading from the foreigners-Only build- cation to leave. The couple said they· want anybody to consider myself their 
tule could reasonably be called secret,' -' . ing where he was'a frequent visitor, , : . . · had reached the declSion to part ar the own property. I want to live my own · 

Moreover he.points out that for.-sev;: ' '.You speak to me of logic," he said, inslstence of Mr. Petrov, who said that life.'lf they offered Virginia and myself 
era! years he has had friends among. "but out there is a S?Ciet.Y that, for me, remaining together as his strength the ri~ to live In a palace here we 
Americans here and that those contact&. has become t0':8llY 11l~g1cal. I have no faded had become "very painfu!." A wouldn t a~cepl, because It ~oul .. d not 
have given him every chance he nee<:\ed JOb, and they wiU not give me one. They doctor from a local c;linlc who visited be our <:h<nce._ What I am doing is -~e 
to disclose confidential information if_ deny me !,he nght to express myself him last Friday told Mr. Petrov that hls only logical thing I can do~ ~use 1t IS 
that was his purpose. His marri.,.ge.:to through· my w'brk, and they deny me the condition then was already "dariger- the one thing 1 can do that IS entirely my 
an. American, he says, ·gave him add!J.d right to seek !lo future el~ewhere. Abo:Ve 0115," requiring hol!Pitaliiation. ' own." .. · · 
opportunities. "So what .is th.e diff~r-. all, they deny m,e the nght to live "?th ==----·--·---,,,·=========,.....----
ence If I am here or in the Unit~. the woman J love, ar;td to have a family. 
States?" he asks, .speaking a nea.,tl. y . . • In the face of~ this, yOu ask n:ie to act I 
fluent English that. ls largely self. ; logically?" ., .. ' · · · · .. • ·- · 
taught. · · .. · .. ._ · . . ,~ .·' The use of the hunger;.strike as a 

Mr. Petrov and dozer~ of other Sovieti weapon assumed. ra compelling sense f~r 
citizens who have been refused perm\s •. those wishing to leave the country after 
sll>n to join their spouses In the United Andrei D. Sakharov •. the physicist and 
States some of them for long as eigl)l. human nghts campaigner, went on a 17 • 
years,' base their right:to leave largely dayfas.t-last yea~ and won authorization 
on the so-<:alled Helsinki accord!>,' from the Kreml111 !or his daughter-in- . 
signed in 1976, that . comil1ltted . the la~ to )Oin._her_hus~~·by ~fOxy ~-the_ c 
Soviet Union, as well as 34.other ·llll'- JlrutedStates.-Th&t.con~1oi;i b~t 
lions;to·a number of steps designed to 'on a .spate of hungi:r strikes, including 
promote he.nnony,. among theJI! ~ one that grouped six men and women 

~ i'ellnification of divided families . . ,;.. 1 marned to foreigners, five of whom 
. '. ". · were promised visas as their fasts 

. Some J_om Prot,~t Gro~ ' _; ~Ched th~. cr:ltical stage this spring.: . 
Overtheyears, thos~Wishl~"to,leave ~- · .· TimtDgWasUnfawrahle:· , -· .. · 

have adopted a vanetyoftact1cs. Some, :Y'. ": · . . . < . 
belleving that becoming an irriJ:ant to .. ~ md1viduahst, lltr. Petrov d~llned 
Soviet authorities is the beSt policy, join te jom that group, and he began his own 
protest groups. A few others are· be- fast at a time that, in retrOSpect, was 
lieved to cooperate quietly with the au- probably a f~ ~eeks too_ la~e. When the 
tborlties, feeding 'tidbits of information S.OVIet .authonties gave 111 ,o the other 
to the K.G.B., the state security agency, !t':'e• they did so shortly bef~re a meet· 
·1n ieturn for favorable consideration of mg here of the World Cardiology eon. 
their applications. · ' · . gress, an e':'ent that drew 5,000 doctors 

Mr. Petrov seems to.belong .to neither from all ov~r_the world; Some Western 
group. He bas said repeatedly that he consula~ off1c1als believe .that the Soviet 
has ')Ml desire to change the Soviet aulhoriti~ were d~termined not ~ in
Union only lo 'leave · it " and he has Je<;t a iamng note 111to the proceedings 
joined none of the protest groups. · · by.having Russians fasting to ~eath_ al· 
· He avoids the. condemnations an!! m05t at the door of the co~gress. ,. . 
categorizations that are the refuge of · F:or M<-. Petrov, persisting now has 
those. who have rejected everything ~Bil; !>t_h,,o~le;is~ess a~~t ._1t!.c~~ 



, 

,,,, '. ~> 'l'.t;,:;:,1t~f-
+· AJ ... :!:'"''···. 

' . . . . ''·.'' ..: ·+, ':.J {;':'.'..''. ;" 

R:.ussi#n Seeking &it ~~· .U.S~:'.!i·~f j'i*~i 
·:}:Enc!s. .51-Day HunjerStrike·:~Jrl(~::., 
.· ·; !;·. . . . . ,;~.!!:7~ • . . . .. . . . ·· .. • . ; . ... :'\·.· .. ·:;· ... :·,, ..• ~,: (~ .... :~~{~ r·.: ! .·~~.1 ..... 

. · . ·~~'.; (. ;.,,., By JOHN F BURNS 1l \· f · •• · , .. " • . · "1 ~J. ' · ·' · ; •·to1 
i• • :"·:· • • a . ·: . ........ ...:.v .... 1· ·:!:: •. ;~·::.:: .,.'l, '-: 1'. ' ··~.;':.' ." .• : :: :,· 1··: ;:~~: 
MOSCOW. July 22 :.... A 29-year~ld of the four,-Andret FrolaV, ~left. and , t l :.f.r' 

SOviet freelance photographer . today lie la now In Chicago. · . · · ., ;' ~ >~f:;: · 
abandoned the 51-cfay-old hunger strike Soviet ottictal!i have.declined to char- , ; .. . , , :i~:: • 
be had declared In support of his appll- acteiUe the secret lnformaUon that Mr. " •: . ,,, , . · .i~;;j: 
catiOll to leave die COlmtry and Join hla Petrov and~· B~ovJenkov are said to :: : .-. ~. · ~::i; 
American wife In the United States. . · poues11. Mr. Petrov worked brietl,J In , . •~ !~' : .• ;:!.:;n.:, 

Two days ago the' photographer, ser- 1978 at ,.a mflitary research Institute. ', i• .. • ;•"•i·\ •. 
gel Petrov, held a news conference and and Mr. Balovlenkov bad been em- .:_} , ; ·: : ;~,;.'.i:i· 
vowed to continue gotna without food, ff ·plOyed as a computer PfOll'&D1DJer. But· ' " : ,,., . ! .. ·~At 

.neceuary until he died.- But today he both men have aaJd that the offtclaJ · : · l- J<-; 
called the Moscow office of The ¥sod· stand Is a pretext and that tbe real rea- ' 7· :· ' ~ 
. ated P1'18 and said h6 was qulttldg ~ son it that the KremUn had ordered that. . •·'~: .:: ; , 
fast to spare his relatives further pain.- there be no further QJllCe8SiQDll to bun- i ·: ~·:~. : 

~~,111 P!Wlf; Uattllll rr.iiaMnlld-i His 85-year-old mother. Klavdl~ also gei;strlken. · ' ;, . ·. · ,1 ]i ;. ~ \ , t : t: 
· .~ :;,' '. ,' "··.', · ..... ~ : .. · •. ;1'•:'!'." .. ;· .. . end~~f~hetsbe1d~ganbl sup. Thespateoffutsbeaanaftertheeuc-· •>: l·: · 

port-~ w""""""t sa · • cesahll bunpr strike late la.st J9&r by-'·1 ., •. :· 

,, NOON: Pol,Jeem• Herdt- . "I dec!lded to stop," Mr. Petrov aald. Dr. Andrel D. Sllkbarov, the pbyllc:ilt ; ~· ." f ' 
,tllat arrived for a prdea · "No one.!~ me.· I took -~ thtl and human rtpta campaigner, and his · .;. ·: •· · , t 

lhnd mem!Mtn or Royal morning. · " wt.lei Yelena Bmner. After 17 daf:,.~ -; t :.-: . 
"July t lntratlon..,;, a man · ·His action came less than i1 hours two were fordbly removed to a , . .,f::·~ ~:· . ~.· .: 

, At ...,.. Cbrll•--:"u.-
1 

after bis wife, .Virgtnta Hurt Johnson, ta1 and soon . afterward otnclall an- , , ( . , ... , 
..,,., -in-• • ._.._ ·. left Moacow for t}le United States after noUnced ·. that their daughter-ln-iaw, ' " ... 

. i hrll ~1tmf!n 1llf.IQl'fthtf! _.a · ~ foor di!~ h!~. M!!!I JOOruror.t, Ll~ Alet::eym-a, In whl;.:o ~ tba • , 
.frinil the Queen's llGUMholid : I a 23-year-old law l!tUdent from Roa- fast had been called would be permit- .,. ·: · . · .. 
SlteofTuesday'9bomblqln ~ke. Va.; had said she .was leaving ted w join her hua~"ld 1n the Ullited . " j :~1,,, . ,;~ 

• ... 1•ff:ei!' cc-mradei:. ;., :i.: · • ""1th her husband'• encouragement be- Stetee. · ,' ·; • :· ·.• . · ~ , ' ~?'., .'!: · 
nuse neither of them. wanted berto see WhelJ Mr. PetroV 'and Mr. Balovler;:; ." :::· .·.· ~ · ; .,, 
him die. ' ' ! · · :~ · · •, ;· :" ._,.... were ~ed Vl8u. -- ""--'et . ...-. ·~ ,, ·· ,;. ' .. , .... ; · . ,. , i . av~ ....., ~I VUl , · ~· ,. . 

;, SeesNoal1laU11Coadaae ;: clal lnvolved sald"thefr wives~ be :-' (t!· Jq_ ..• . 

. "PrObabJy darlna the last fe9r days I penrutted to jolll them bl Moscow and . A .. \ .rl.· '· 
reaUZt.d how much It was costlng every- take Jobe. ' Both rejected tbe offer, but. : · ~ ;;:: r '· . 
one who IOWJ11 me,'• Mr. Petrov said . .. 1 Elena Balovl~ov. unane trooi Bal~~ . ~:, ~·::. ·; , 
don't think I have a rlght to continue." more, arrtvecl here with. the QOUPle • . . : , >1 ;, •';~ 
' M Pet • dee'-' J onl 2-year-old daughter and began a~ , .. } ; ... t: . . · 

r. rov • ... on eaves Y one of calls on otnclaJa bl the hope or pillrr : it,, : /~ 
otherhungerstrfbrperslstlngblblaef- suadJnstbemtocbancethelrruUna .,,., ... l :: ;, 
tort to win the right to join his · wife . . • : · · r · ; ·· 
abroad. Yurt v. Balovlenkov, a,,, aatd : She said today that ottidall at the . : ~;:: .v 
he would cOnttaue his ls.day-old fast. vlM office bad COllftnned their odalnal , i, . , , Ji!, 
He started lt Jn May, abandoned it after dedlllon and that theiit appeared to~ ;., ~ . L 
42 days when he beUeyed he had an offi- U~e e~auhe could do. " .. , . ..), ' f . h 
dal's promise of an exit visa but tlK!n , " . · ;;. .,. , ,,.', . : ,· . -!!.." 

~~as~~o=m~~Y 5tl'hen the " . RUsstan'• WU.Optlml9tlc .,'1 't''. ; . . . , .;c:. ~i 
OnJuly9asentorotttcialoftheMos- ROANOKE, Va., July Z2 (UPl)

1

.i'... ·, · ,, .f1i,J;~~ cow visa office summoned Western re- The wffe of Sergei Petrov said he111 · 1' • '.1- "~f. ~J 
porters and said both Mr. Petrov and today that she was optlmfsUc she and .'. ·,. ' , ;;. · i1J ';iit, .. 
Mr . • Balovle:nkov had been "tempo. herhuai.ndwouldeventuallybereualt- :.:- ,.. ~:'f'it:!f.>'' 
rartly refused". exit visas becaUS4' they ed. . . . " · · · ·;.. . :l ·/P'_I-;.~~!. 
possessed state tecret!. EarUer, four Virginia Hurt Jobnsoli saJd her bus- ... :· i .t •:f.' : ~~ .. :. 
other members o! a "divided famllies" band wu mentally and phy!lcally weU , - ;~.~ , ~ "!;; 
group to wblch Mr. Balovlenkov f>e.. despite lostnc more than 50 poUnds. She · ,.; , ~ , ·1• ::if., 
lqed bad been panted vtsu after a said he had told her by telephone that 1'. ; ··I 
Joint btu11er 1trlke that attracted wtde- bll flnt meal tince June 2 consisted of ~ · ; ··~1 

1 d bOwl of broth. .;, ; I ~~~· spread atten'tl~ In the West. Only one app e juice an · a · , . ·; .. , . '~.: 

\~. ;rip~ Q~llies·I~qi~ Is in S~;ii~~ Ca~P\d; ;:'~· 
. . • ' ' ' • ' • ' •' ,; . I:-~• ..... f~·, 

to do and what sre the ire. wfth the Soviets, and that.does not pre- leaders and ls expected to Melt to en- · :A ' . • :;:'. '. 
10 acles and dlfficulUe.." vent us from belnc friends with - courage American Investment In India. . ,,;~_':. ! ;·;t 
L.~hethersbe believed her talks trying to be friends with - China or Jagginl because of bureaucratic an. ·,,·ll : :4,: , ·, 
,_,, Improve relations with the with the Unltfld States, and we dQn't trols and perceived boltillty against ;· '.:f= · .'.·~ . ft :.~~cf: 
State<!, shesald: . · thlnk..lt should come In the way of other prtvate enterprtse. · • , . ;_:,. ~ ;~ '.tc,6:;-"." 
.... ._ ... __ ... __ .., .;. · '"-'Ahlos." · . Shesaidlndlawast!Jlnl~lmpra_9e O::"~ • ; k .\~' 
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. \ . To · Visit ~oviet Hunger Stri~~r~ {~ ~; ~-: t . 
--------------------- •· -1 ,. f • I • • (. ~ ·"'-. ... - •. -· ... •' 

',.. . -~ ' , . By Michael lsikoff " ;"J~L, - ~ :<: : : ,: :1 ~ ' 1 

, · I • • ' Wuhtncton PolUl&alf Writer ' . , .. ·~ ~- • : • · - : · 

' 1 It began as a love story, Soviet style. Virginia HUrt John•: : : ~ 't ;i 
, :son was an American college student in Moscow. on a study~:: ~· ~I : ~ . 
. ·,program. Seqei Petrov was a handsome and "free-spirited. - -. <: 

··free-lance photographer. They met at a dinner party, a group: · , · l 
. of young intellectuaJa talking about Pushkin and other gilUJt.8. : :· ~ : , _, "'\ 

f R . l' t . . . , . . . !-. o U88Jan 1tera ure. • 1 · · --. • _ -. . • • 

•1 was mesmerir.ed,~ recalled Johnso~ a 23-year-old1 Jaw>:: _ ~ , . 
student from Roanoke Va. ·· ; · I 4 • ·.t.,..... .. : · - . · : : · 

' . . .l ·- - "' 
Their\romance was cut short six months. later at the air- · - ~ : T1 . 

, pott, two days after an aaaembly-line marriage at.the Moscow· ; · :,- . 
·.!i registrar's office .. Johnson remembered that ehe 'was in tear&, : .0.: ~ ".: ·; ~ 
. saying goodbye. "Suddenly a big arm grabs my should~rs and. ~ t-::: : l. ~ I 

this gruff voice says, 'That's eno.ugh,~ and ~age .. me away,"~;:;~ :·:1·· 1 
ehe says. "And that was the last time I saw him." · ·' '1 'il: <( :-; - ! 1 

· Now Petrov is starving to · death in Moscow, in the· last < : . - 1 

;·· stages of a hunger strike he began 46 days ago to protest the .;: :':I · 
' Soviet government's refusal to grant him an-e1Cit '. visa:· ijls: ~:: .. I 

case and that ·of another hunger striker, Yuri Balovlen~ov, : ·:; : 
have attracted international attention in' recent days and be- .. . ~ ! . 

come the latest irritants in U.S.-Soviet relation$. The State··· .. 
. Department and several U.S. congressman have lodged pro-. __ · . 1 
tests with the Soviet goveriunent, urging that the strikers b~ . · i ) : 
allowed to emigrate under the 1975 Helsinki accords, whicH- · I 'f-

' require that governments aid family reuniflcation. . -;:. ~ / Y 
· ' . . See WIFE; ~3, Col.1 :•..._ ' . "J· ' : / . 
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U.S .. Wives Allowed lo Visit Soviet Husbands ?n Hi1nger Strilie :\ 
} . WIFE, From Cl in North Carolina, where she had been work· level secretary and translator at a Soviet "As a rule, men in Russia are pretty chau-

16ut the Soviets have dug in their heels. ing for the summer. She said that she called think tank. Aatakhova has been applying 'vinistic," she explained. "You go to a dinner 
li lBt Saturday, they called in foreign corr•· Petrov nightly, but that his voice grew faint· and reapplying for a visa since 1974, only to party and men usually sit in the dining room 

. ''"'ndents to denounce Western interference er with each call and he was beooming less be denied on security grounds. She and and eat, while the women do all the work. 
/ m Soviet internal affairs and reiterate that and less coherent. Ari articulate and com· McClellan write regularly, but haven't seen The first thing I noticed about Sergei is that 

the Casters' visas would not be granted "for posed woman, Johnson said that when Pe· each other since. . he was the only man who cam• into the 
reasons of state." trov began his protest fast, the couple dis- "God, this security stuff is an absolute fab· kitchen and helped the women." 

Johnson came to Washington on Friday in cussed it over the telephone. "I know it's rication," said McClellan, 48, who still waits They struck up a friendship. Petxov would 
an attempt to obtain a temporary visa from going to be difficult for you, but I just don't in Charlottesville. "I think they just pulled a guide her around Moscow, taking her to mu· 
the Soviet Embassy so she could join her want to live here anymore," Petrov told her. name out of a hat." seums and cafes. "It was very platonic at 
husband. Her request and a similar one by "! love Sergei and l want to be with him," So it appears with Petrov. "It's mysterious first," she said. "I never told him, 'Hey, I 
Elena Balovlenkov of Baltimore were grant· ,Johnson said in an interview in Washington to us," said one State Department official, think you're really cute.' • 
ed. on Friday. "But I know I can't tell him what referring to the case. "They've been playing ' By November, they were in love. "I asked 

Balovlenkov, 29, left Baltimore. Friday to do. I've always trusted his judgment. I hardball. We've talked to them repeatedly him to marry me," Johnson said. They wore 
night on what she said was a mission to per· don't think it's my place to tell him to sub- through diplomatic channels, the White blue jeans to the ceremony. On March 10, 
suade her husband to abandon his protest ject himself to the life he has there, the re· House has expressed an interest in it. But two weeks after Johnson flew ~ack to Duke, 
fast. Yesterday, she was reunited with her pression he has there, the humiliation he has their question is, 'What's in it for us?' • Petrov first applied for an exit visa and his 
husband, 33, in Moscow and he saw their 'there. One thing appears clear to U.S. officialo: trouble began. 
2-year-old daughter for the first time. "They just want to teach him a lesson, to Petrov is no security risk. The alleged reason ' The normal waiting period for exit visas 

Johnson, who said she wishes that her break his spirit, to humble him. But he for refusing him an exit ' isa is that five years from the Soviet Union is three months. On 
husband also would end his fast, was to leave would rather die than play their silly games." ago he worked briefly as a physicist at a re- August 14, Johnson said, Petrov called 
here for Moscow late yesterday. ' The Soviets' tough stand on the Petrov search institute. The institute does classified OV!R, the visa office, and was told that his 

She said that Petrov is a skilled photo· and Balovlenkov cases is as baffling to U.S. research, but employes •~e not given access .. application had been denied two months ear· 
grapher who is popular emong American dip· officials as it is painful to the 'two men's to military secrets for six months and Petrov lier, although nobody had bothered to tell 
lomats and corresponden!.9 in Moscow. Now, wives. Every year there are from 15 to 20 left after three months. "It sounds pretty him. He was told to wait for six months and 
however, her 29-year-old husband is bedrid· marriages between Soviet and U.S. citizens flimsy to us," the State Department official reapply. 
den in the apartment he shares with his and in two-thirds of the caaes the exit visas said. In January, Petrov was summoned to 
mother. ·Johnson said that, against the urg· are granted routinely, U.S. officials said. Yet When Johnson first arrived in Moscow in OVIR again and told that his second appli· 
ing of his friends, he has refused all food and there is no apparent thread that runs August 1980 she was 21, a Russian-language · cation had been denied - even though he 
drink, save watei. She added that Petrov, through the remaining cases in which prob· major from Duke Uni•ersity. The dinner had yet to file it. He was expelled from the 
who is six-foot-one and weighed 180 pounds !ems are encountered. · party at which she and her future husband Soviet photographers' union, leaving him 
when he began his fast, has lost more than Eight years ago, for example, Wooford met came two weeks lateJ. She said that the without work. On March 10, Petrov wrote· to 
40 pounds. McClellan, a University of Virginia history tall, blue-eyed Petrov immediately attracted Soviet lasder Leonid Brezhnev renouncing 

For six weeks, Johnson waited helplessly professor, married Irina Astakhova, a low· her attention. his citizenship on the grounda thttt hie righ!.9 

j 1882 Rhoaa S&er 

Sergei Petrov in Moocow last March, before ful · · ~ 

under the Soviet constitution had been de· · . ·: < 

- nied. I-!e began his fast on June 2. . _ 
"I don't think anybody in this country can : ' . -

begin to und~rstand what life is like in that : ·-_; · 
country, particularly for somebody as proud -. 
and'. . intelligent as my husband," John~n -.. -
said. "When Sergei and I were together, _we ... ._ 
used to have a standard joke: There's one _; , 
question that you can never ask in this coun- '-
try and that question is, 'Why?' " · 
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1 t.~ )i ... : . '. 1 H iit ' . -... -Vl; :.f\-:~ . -~~"° . . .... · · .... , .. 
•I. MOSCOW ,,.;.... The thirt ' young ; ~.ij.~'.·; By Anthony Lewls• i;:i.i~ , 1 ~orried about the hunger strike tac- ;· 
1;. • man sat on the edge of his bed ·t'l'I~~~ ,• . · t~:: • - · ·- be. Last f!lll the government gave 'f'&Y . \ 
rt: t~lking ·~mly about the prospect _of · "'1 _ : , .: to Andrei_ Sakharov, the _great disSl·.~ 
~l..' hi$ physical co~a sc. When I saw him •. suggesting at v~ous times .that her dent barushed ·to qoriq when ~e ;• 
•[,,. on July 1 e1 m:.bad had noth· •I case was "complicated" or involved struck. to get an ex.it vtsa fop.hiJ. •ii\ 
i":, ing \o,ea .or. nnk except water for 36 "security." She has had no. rc$ular ' daughter-in-law. More · recenlly~~:a~·-i!l 
• " days .. He was on a hunger. strike .for j<?h. since. 1975, an~ ekes out a living group. of six Russi~ mftrried ~to .. J 
~-· !Pc r'ijljuo _leave the SoVIet Umon glVlng pnvatc English lessons. Amcncans started fasting to apply •\ 
l 1 .~ an~ i?ll! bis A~erfoan wife. · . , · ·. Se.curi~y was afso given as a reason pressure for _exit vi~; eventually all f°' 
~J.. fl s.unposs1blc for me to believe I· for rc;f11S1n& to let Petrov go. Now 29, · were pronuscd Visas. ~, But.~ one, .l j 
.:r". am ~ unportant that I must be kept he gat a roUegc acirCCin physics in Balovlcnkov, went back. on strike . ' .d 
11;\)1cre, as a nati.on.al treasure.:• he said. 19'f§.,_ He-w~ assigned to a military w~cn officials broke the promise and r.-.. 11 
~,,"I am not a dissident. I don t want Jo research mst1tiilCDUt-was dismissed said he would not be allowed toieavc.• :.,,1 
"f.~ ch_ange Soyict ~cty or refonµ it., 1.. after tfuec montfls before, he says, :~ Petrov has acted on hi~ own. · i-· ,,.,,,_~. -·~~ 
:.r..t.hink that IS an unpossible task. . "· he...gpJ"1nto any secrc(wor~. In any -Why does1 the SoVIct government ;f~ 

:;-,.:. .':.I. ~,.4ep't. want_, to have · any- e\'.~n~~fWaS myears ago. · \Vant to make an ~uc of this handful •i.rd 
/fr thingo~!!1t.~. :;,.~ •• · ., , Since l1J76 Petrov has .been a free- of p~pl~? ~one is by any stretch ofri, ·I 
~i' , Two days 1.a~cr, m a bighl)'. unus':'aJ .. lance photographer? selling pictures the 1magmat1on a t~ca~ to ~c ~tat~ :;: 
i'· move, an off1c1a1.0£.thc Soviet office -:·: to SoYlct book publishers and others. AU they want to do IS live with their ~, 
·.; for exit visas held a press conference. ·? His speciality is old architecture, and wives or husbands. The only thing;· 

t··.,Hc. told fQ.1'.tjgn correspondents that •· :he · has· built -up a reputation ' as .a -- tha!_.has _g!vcn them~ is the 1~· 
; ~t!!..~. Pc~ov nof.-ranothcr ·hunger · Ja,lented photographi~ artist. • · o.. . r~usiijlo ~ th~m do~- . .,: · ·• _. "~~ 

f. i;~..un . ..ll4l0Ifenkov;1would ·~. ·~ , ~~lt's ~nc of.;thc few p~ofcssioru in : ~~ .P?Jicy 1s .cspcaally .Puuling .,,rj 
t.J·givcn VI~'. He charg~·th~t the Urut· ·c· ~e Soviet Uruo!' that .~ves you an ~CQ~agcs th~ · ~trcme ·; .. 
;;i ~JJlJ~t:"~nce.m_f.?r scpa_ratcd, .: m~cpcndent SOCtal position," Petrov~ · ~~-SovtCLV).C\\'._m the Urutcd. ~tlltes ;·1 · H'~·was mJ_cileting m tb~_.mtert : . satd. What others were there? l,.'5k.ed... , ant'TuSlclc the Reagan adnurustra· ., ,J 
;~ !!!!§.-°Itht: So~ct Union:',~' -. '. .. .{t~Paintcr. Criminal." · · ·•. tion. The American division is ~bvi- , ( ! 
·~.'~"""'Wilen people ' in the West care ~. 7 . Hc..meLY.irsim.~Jlurt Johnson of ., o~_ uQWlilaJts. There arc those who ")' ~ 
1;.i-abmitlllelile or& Pc!!o~. Soviet offi· ·~ Roanfa.Yii.; when she was an ex· want to prea<?h at the Soviet Union · 
".". c!_~~-o!f!n "lu-setR"lnat.thc real mo- change student ii;t M~w in 19~. : and ~ot negotiate. There a~c others..;. 
~l; _!!.V~.-1.~..P~9:Y~t1on, a desire to worsen They ...wcre-mam~ m Moscow m I 1¥lie.v.~ ~- are the .realists - who t1.1 
~;' rclattons with the U.S.S.R. \f they be- Fcbruaa._1981, aud he applied for an do n~t like the SoVIet system but.'~ 
fl. licv_e tha~jhey arc making a bad mis- : Fexit .!'.!~· AJl. of his book. contracts . think negotiation is essentia! in -a ~i~ 
!). t~c. l!.l:Uh~_r9usa1 to !ct husbands were 1~alcly canceled. . nuclear world. That arflmcnt 1s hard ~ i 
;;.: . ~'! wives live to_g~t~~~ where they Petrov lives with his moth~. in a : to make when ~c SoVI~ts.show suclt., ~ 
ti· · Vfll•.•.~ @:Yb.Uf'.liry, P.00\~~ss refusal , small apartment.· on the outsk.iits of · ~ntcmp~ r~r their f:l~ls~ und~:;:.t 
: . ~that is pro~?C.!l.Yvc. . · '. · . ,· ·Moscow. When I sa~. him, ~c had · , mgs on .diVId~ f~es.' " '~ r.i 

;;.'.., ; fnere arc . aliout 70 mamagcs a ' , lost about 40 pounds. ~ ~ hllID'._~d. SoVIct burca~ats · 
f' year between . Soviet and American · · He _g)llld .. .no longer even drink.'. "don't n~iJ:cason to ref._ us, bUl,tJ: 
·'~t,· ci tiz.e~: ¥osl of ~he· Soviets are a].: , much water, h~ sa!d, ~ bis ki~;, :~ Oi~y oo n~ a r~son to Jct us go." "'f 
r:..;:~. lowca lo leave without muc!: fuss.. ncys were starting to fad. . · IJ1glt~r_off1c1al_! . .Pl Moscow should .. < 

"·: !M ;.~· _Jt__!cw 'cases the answa:.Js .. ~ t•. '."~ this hunger st~c not ., .. ~~~~ ~llc:otand one reason to stop ,, 
~~.{on~, slow, Rafkacsqu~ no: · _.,. _Just ~? ~~ people," he ~~··~but ,, tonn~nung Pctr<~v and the oth~.'. 
·· :5~ ~""'IJ&O , Inna. Astakhova ~ ~~J . .rouldn'.t~ !;his life any _marn~ to ·foreigners: The polipy . 
~ m ~ . a \'.11Jtlng. Amcncan prof~· ... ~ more: I am not gomg to .~top ~css~ makes 1t harder to _accept the S?vtet,.,, 
;., ~!i...!Y:~~d .~CCicllan of tlic Uru- . • theYlll:111e g!' 77 \\O&..c.~el!il!hr.>' tilk..e... · govcmm~nt as a serious on~•.-'P.f>tlV~-. 
~~ltY .. Qf Vt~ll. S~e ~ ·be~. re-,."'. m1elo a hO!lp1tal by force.~:- - . · ·. '":.e4 by-?.otrogal sc!_f~mtcrcst. . ~· ~!- 11 r ~tcdly d~Cd an. e,iut ma, offiet~ .' j' J'hc,SOvtet bureaucracy IS cvtdcntl)' . .._.,,. ·" · Th~ Ntw York nrnu. . -\!' 

Tf r' 
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Dear 

I am responoing 
correspondence from 
efforts of 

to your (date) letter enclosing 
regarding the unsuccessful 

to obtain permission to emigrate from 
the Soviet Union. 

We, too, are concerned over the unwillingness of the Soviet 
Union to respect basic human rights, such as freedom of 
movement. We are particularly dismayed in light of its 
commitment in the Helsinki Final Act "to deal in a positive and 
humanitarian spirit with the applications of persons who wish 
to be reunited with members of their family." 

The U.S. Government attaches great importance to the cases 
of separated spouses. We welcome the recent Soviet decision to 
resolve a number of longstanding separation cases. We have 
mane it unequivocally clear in our bilateral exchanges with the 
soviets that, if they are serious about improving u.s.-soviet 
relations, they must resolve the separated spouse cases. The 
cases are few in number and their resolution poses no threat to 
the Soviet state. 

we regularly present a list of longstanding unresolved 
cases to high-level Soviet officials. is on that 
list. We will continue to pursue vigorously this and other 
unresolved cases until the separated spouses are permitted to 
reunite. 

If we can be of assistance to you in this or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Orafted:EUR/SOV/SOBI:KMHillas 
01/31/86 Ext. 72248 No. 
Cleared:EUR/SOV/SOBI:SLysyshyn 

#2616P 

EUR/SOV:BLPascoe 
EUR:MPalmer 
H:LMurray 

,., . 


