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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCI.. ... 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 2050t 

WILLIAM F. MART~~_/ 

JACK F. MATLOCK'f 

December 9, 1985 

Presidential Letter to Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Regarding the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 

9713 

/ij...C 
) 

I have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter 
(TAB A) prepared by the Department of State to Ms. Patricia 
Johnson about U.S. policy toward Afghanistan. Attached at Tab I 
is a memorandum to Sally Kelley for your signature. 

Sest~vich, Covey, Tafil.1.-Kheli, Mandel, Raymond and Cannistraro 
concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I to Sally Kelley. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to Sally Kelley 
Tab A Proposed Presidential Letter 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCL 
WASHINGTON. D.C . 2050t 

971 3 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

Presidential Letter to Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Regarding the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 

We have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential draft 
letter (Tab A) prepared by the Department of State regarding U.S. 
policy toward Afghanistan. 
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( C.::.ass:..:1cc::..or. 

DEPART~E NT OF ST ATE 
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIA T 

TRANSMITTAL FORM · 

S/S 853453 7 

Date December 5, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security ~ouncil 
The White House 

Ref er.ence: 

\ 
To: The President From: Ms. Patricia H. Johnson 

Date: September 14, 1985 Subject: Soviet Invasion of ---------------
Afghanistan Concerns 

WB Referral Dated: November 21, 1985 NSC IDIJ 361224 
(if any) 

The - attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 
-
·:x A draft reply is attached. 

Remarks: 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

Ye believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

.. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Dear Ms. Johnson: 

The White House has asked me to reply to your recent letter 

about U.S. policy toward Afghanistan. 

Our policy on Afghanistan embodies a strategy which calls 

for support to victims of Soviet tyranny, in addition to 

maintaining pressure on the Soviets to negotiate a political 

solution to the problem. Critical in this effort to help 

victims of the war has been our $430 million in assistance to 

international organizations aiding the millions of Afghans who 

have sought refuge in Pakistan and elsewhere. Also important 

is a growing program of humanitarian assistance to Afghans 

inside their own country, begun last year with some $8 million 

worth of food and medical supplies and destined to grow in the 

coming year to nearly double that amount. In close cooperation 

with the government of _Pakistan, the United States is 

establishing a long-term program to carry this out as 

efficiently as possible. 

The consistent course of United States policy towards 

Afghanistan since•the Soviet invasion indicates to all 

concerned this government's commitment to seeking the speedy 

removal of Soviet forces. President Reagan put the matter 

bluntly in his recent address to the United Nations General 

Assembly: •until such time as ••• negotiations result in 

definitive progress, America's support for struggling 

t 
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democratic resistance forces must not and shall not cease.• 

We appreciate and share your interest in and support for 

the Afghan cause. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Higgins 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

8534537 

NOVEMBER 21, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

361224 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 14, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MS. PATRICIA H. JOHNSON 
ROUTE 38, BOX 2232 
LIVINGSTON MT 59047 

SUBJECT: SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN CONCERNS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 4.56-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Se pte mber 14, 19 8 5 

Dear President Reag a n, 

I recently had the opportunity to hear a lecture given b y 

Karen McKay who heads up the ••committee for a Free Afghanistan." 

I was very impressed by her £irst-hand knowledge of conditions 

in that war-torn country. She has very recently been there, in 

fact last Spring, visiting the Mujahedin and conferring with 

General Safa. 

Even before I heard Karen McKay's lecture, I had read a great 

deal concerning the plight of these brave people. 

Mr. President, the American people need to know that the 

Afghan Freedom Fighters are fighting for us, here in America. I f 

they lose this war to the Soviets, we, as a free nation will be in 

even greater peril than we already are. 

I seriously object to the handling of this situation by the 

biased American press; and also I deplore the inaction of the 

State Department. 

These brave people need weapons, food, medical assistance, 

warm clothing and other items in order to face this coming winter. 

I wonder how our State Department would react if the same 

atrocities which are being performed on the Afghan people were 

taking place here in the United States, upon their wives and 

children. Then, the shoe would be on the other foot, wouldn't it? 

Did you know that the Soviets have forcibly taken Afghan 

children to the Soviet Union in order to indoctrinate them, 

teaching them to hate their families, their nation, and to become 

spies? 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan almost six years ago was 
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one o f the mos t outrageous attacks o n world f reedom in t his 

century, and yet our "brave nation" did nothing . 

I implore you to take this plea for Afghan assistance to the 

State Department. Congress has already shown that they favor 

assisting these people. The tie-up is the State Department. 

I sincerely feel that it is in our best interest as a 

nation which is still free, by God's Grace, to support freedom 

for Afghanistan. You are a believer in God, and I know that you 

care, so I want you to know that I care also. I daily pray for 

your protection; for the protection of your office as president 

also, just as I daily pray for the nation of Afghanistan and 

its dear people. 

Most sincerely, 

Patricia A. Johnson 

Rt. 38, Box 2232 

Livingston, Mt 59047 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 9, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM 

FROM: JACK F. MATLOC 

SUBJECT: Letter to Mrs. ankian re Husband's Unsuccessful 
Efforts to Obtain Exit Visa from the USSR 

I have reviewed and concur with the proposed Presidential letter 
(TAB A) to Mrs. Zarik Mankian concerning the unsuccessful efforts 
of her husband to obtain permission to emigrate from the Soviet 
Union. Attached at Tab I is a memorandum to Sally Kelley for 
your signature. 

Sesta~ich, Mi~el and Raymond concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I to Sally Kelley. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to Sally Kelley 
Tab A Proposed Presidential Letter 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

9715 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

Presidential Letter to Mrs. Mankian re Husband's 
Unsuccessful Efforts to Obtain Exit Visa from the 
USSR 

We have reviwed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter to 
Mrs. Mankian (Tab A) regarding the unsuccessful efforts of her 
husband to obtain an exit permit from the Soviet Union. 

Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Proposed Presidential Letter 
Incoming Correspondence 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
S/S 8533920 

Date December 5, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

• 
Reference: 

To: President Reagan 

DateNovernber 7, 1985 

From: Mrs. Zarik Mankian 

Subject: Seeks help to be renni tea .ltlith her 

husband, Mihran, who has been denied exit permission from Russia. 

WH Referral Dated:Novernber 15, 1985 NSC ID# 360176 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

(if any) 

Action Taken: 

X ----

----

----

----

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

L_(JU). 
Nicholas Platt/ 

Executive Secretary 

UNCl.1SSIFIEO 
(Classi¥lcation) 



STATE DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mrs. Mankian: 

I have been asked to reply to your recent letter to 

President Reagan concerning the unsuccessful efforts of your 

husband, Mihran Mankian, to obtain permission to emigrate from 

the Soviet Union. We share your concern about the 

unwillingness of the Soviet Union to respect such basic human 

rights as freedom of movement, particularly in light of the 

USSR's undertaking in the Helsinki Final Act "to deal in a 

positive and humanitarian spirit with the applications of 

persons who wish to be reunited with members of their family." 

Unfortunately, the Department of State does not have 

sufficient information on the status of your husband's 

application for exit permission. We are enclosing a 

questionnaire requesting important information concerning this 

case. The completed questionnaire should be returned to the 

Bilateral Relations Section, Office of Soviet Union Affairs, 

Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520. 

Mrs. Zarik Mankian, 

1844 North Harvard Boulevard, 

Apartment 118, 

Los Angeles, California. 
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The reunification of separated spouses is given great 

importance at the highest levels of the U.S. Government. 

Although the number of individuals involved is few, each case 

is a matter of serious concern to us. 

Our Embassy in Moscow is willing to make representations on 

behalf of your husband when he applies for exit permission. We 

encourage him to stay in contact with the American Embassy in 

Moscow or the Consulate General in Leningrad so that they can 

be of assistance. 

If I can be of assistance to you in this or any other 

matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With best wishes, _ 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 



l. Name of Appl JCant in USSR: 

2. Address in USSR: 

3. Others in Family Applying in USSR and their Relationship: 

4. Date and Place of Last Application for _Exit Permission with 

OVlR (if known): 

S. - Date and Place Last :Refused Permission to Emigrate: 

6. Number and Dates of. Earlier Refusals (if known): 

7. Date of Applicant's Last Contact with tJ.S. Embassy: 

8. Official Country of Destination: 

9. Date of Last Letter of In.vitation c•vyzov•> to Applicants: 
.,. , . 

10 ·~ Name of Sponsor (Relative): 
. 

11. If Sponsor is Immigrant from USSR, was Soviet exit permission 
for tJS _______________ Isi:ael _. __________ _ 

12. Sponsor's Address: 

13. ·Sponsor's Telephone: some_.__..._ _____________ _ 

Work ( 
___ ..._ _____________ _ 

14. Sponsor's Citizenship Status: (Check One) n.s. Citizen -----
conditional Entrant Permanent Resident Alien ------ . 

15. Jf Perm~nent Resident Alien, Indicate Green Card No. (I-151) 
, 

and Date Green Card Issued ...Q--=--------- -------
16. S~nsbr's Relationship to Applicant: 

17. Dated: 

• Return to: 

9/81 

Bilateral Relations 

. . 
• 

Office of soviet Union Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

- . . --· · : -·--~-,,,,..~- -· .. 

• 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8533920 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 15, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 360176 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS. ZARIK MANKIAN 

7, 1985 

1844 NORTH HARVARD BOULEVARD 
APARTMENT 118 
LOS ANGELES CA 90027 

SUBJECT: SEEKS HELP TO BE REUNITED WITH HUSBAND 
MIHRAN WHO RESIDES IN RUSSIA AGAINST HIS WILL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAI-SON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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November 7, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Pennsylvania Ave. 
-Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

8533920 

I've just read the article in the L.A. Times dealing with U.S. - Soviet couples who 
are separated for political reasons. Since I find myself in the same position with a 
husband who has been trying to get out of the Soviet Union for the last two years with
out success, I would like to add our names to any list that may become subject to dis
cussions at your forthcoming meeting with the Soviet leader, Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

My name is Zarik Mankian and my husbands name is Mihran Mankian. We would appreciate 
any help you can give us so we can be reunited. Thank You. 

Sincere17, ~ , 

/:Y¼/ Jdvk--/~~---
., 
Zarik Mankian 
1844 N. Harvard Blvd. #118 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90027 

Mihran Mankian 
Markarian 43 A-pt. 66 
Erevan 78 Armenia U.S.S.R. 
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,',ATlm,AL SECURITY COGNCil 

December 1 0, 19 8 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

~ - - ., 
' -

SUBJECT: Proposed Alaskan-Siberian Health RP.search (C) 

Attacheo is a letter to the First Lady from Theodore Mala, 
Associate Professor of Health Sciences at the University of 
Alaska. Dr. Mala had asked the First Lady to raise the 
possibility of joint U.S.-Soviet research into health and 
environmental problems of the far north when she meets Gorbachev 
and his wife in Geneva. We would appreciate the Department of 
State's reaction to the idea, particularly in view of the Soviet 
Union's contin~~unacceptable treatment of Andrey Sakharov and 
Elena Bonner. ~ , 

Attachments 

William F. Martin 
Executive Secretary 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Letter to the First Lady from Theodore Mala 
Enclosures with Dr. Mala's letter. 

C~IAL 
Declassify15n: OADR 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLRR feh-H ½<1 ~t1Z/ 

BY JlL_ NARA DATE 1tJ /4o /4 J-
+ 
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Mrs . Nancy Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mrs . Reagan: 

October 7, 1985 

I am writing to you to ask your assistance in a problem that does no t 
seem to be able to be resolved except at the White House level . 

First, a word about myself . I am an Associate Professor of Health 
Sciences here at the University of Alaska in Anchorage . By training I 
am a physician with a specialized degree in Public Health from Har v2rd . 
By birth, I am cf eskimo-russian descent with most of my family 
living up in the Alaskan arctic town of Kotzebue . I a~ the son of the 
first american eskimo movie star, Ray Mala, and spent seven years 
of my life in boarding schcol in Los Ange les (St . John's Military 
Academy), and ~as there the same t ime yout• adopted son Mike was. 

I have watched your concern for the peoples of the world for many 
years with much admiration . My work is based in the north, in what 
we call the "circumpolar" areas, namely, those regions around the 
north pole specifically . When I am not lecturing here I travel with 
the World Health Organization to Greenland , Finland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Canada and even Siberia. 

And it is Siberia that I wish to bring to your attention today . 
The background of Alaska and Siberia extends rather far in history . 
You will recall that we are geographically to Siberia than to the 
rest of our Country, and that our state was once owned by RuRRia . 
We share many of the same health and enviornmental problems 
as they do, and our Native people are related to the eskimos of 
Chukotka . In fact for years eskimos used to go back and forth 
across the water trading . 

Of course much of that has changed today . We are on good terms with 
our Canadian neighbors, but cannot reach our Siberian ones. 
After years of meetings and letter writing, I was able to arrange 
for the Chancellor of ou r university, Dr . David Outcalt , his wife 
Marcia, Dr . Bill Townsend, a local physician and myself to go 
to Siberia as a delegation hosted by the Medical Workers Union this 
past June. Going into Irkutsk and Kharbarovsk, we were suprised t o 
find how much the land and the people were just like Alaskans . 
We found that the russians were doing lots of research with over 
one hundred different institutes compared to one or two in Alaska . 

A DIVISION L)F THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ST A TE\X' IIJE SYSTE~1 OF HIC HER EDL1CATll 1~ 
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I wr ote to Mr . Go~bachov to tell h i m that we wan ted permission to 
wo rk wi th our ne i ghbors in Sib e r ia in the area of health related 
s ub j ects s uch as north e r n c l imatol og i cal cha nges (long 22- 24 hour 
ni ghts i n the win t e r, wi th the oppos i te ex tr emes in summe r ) ; alcoholism 
and drug use; cancer; heart dis ea s es; di e t and adap t ation change s . 
Those are bu t a few affect ed a ll northe rn inhabitant s. 

Much to my suprise, Mr. Gorabachov sent us a message through the 
Minister of Health of the USSR that he wanted Siberia and Alaska 
to be able to work together and set up meetings with the Siberian 
Branch of tl1e Academy of Medical Sciences (whom we have been working 
with for many years ) to begin to explore areas of common benefit to 
both Alaska and Siberia . 

I believe that in the area of medical sciences, and especially 
with Siberia, both countries have much to gain . I am enclosing a l et t er 
to me from the First Deputy Minister of Health who is ready to 
allow us to start working together from their side. The enclosed 
memorandum outlines the four areas that we want to work in . And 
when I was in Washington, DC two weeks ago, that is when I foun d 
that the only way this can be furthered is at White House level . 

I am on the National Advisory Board of the Fogarty International 
Center of NIH and was at our first meeting in September . I used tha t 
time to begin to research from our side what we would have to do 
to allow us to do health research with Siberia. It turns out that we 
do have a health exchange agreement in effect between the US and USSR 
in public health but it cannot be extended into "new" areas 
until permission is received by NIH from the State Department . 

I believe that it is urgent that this be brought to your attent i on 
before the upcoming Summit meetings whi ch so many are hoping and 
praying for. We received word from Mr . Ruben Gregorian, the First 
Secretary of the Soviet Embassy in Washington, that they want 
this health agreement to work as a model of good Soviet-American 
relations . 

You will note in another memo that I have enclosed on the "Federal 
Position" that everyone I spoke to wants us to succeed but "it was 
out of their hands . " A group of us will be in Washington, DC in 
November f o r the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health 
Association . I hope that perhaps if we or I can meet with you o r 
any of your staff, we might be able to answer any questions. My 
office telephone number is ( 907 ) 786-4746 and home, ( 907)243-3103. 

Thank you for listening and caring. Warm regards to you and the 
President . Sincerely, 

, I I I .' \ 

Theodore A. Mala,MD, MPH 
Associate Professor 
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M E M O R A N Ll U M 

TO: Chancello r Dav i d Outcalt 
lJ AA 

FROM: Dr. Ted Ma l a 
Ass ociate Pr of e ssor, Health Scie r. ce s 
UAA Nati ve Students Academic Advi s or 

1
. '!Ii' , 1 : ' , , 1 1 

RE: Notes from meeting with th e USSR Mi nister of Hea l th 
J une 13 , 1985 Moscow 

In a mee ting a t t he Off i ce of the Minist e r of Hea~th of the USSR , 
t he Alaska De l egation of Chancellor Da vid Outcalt, Associ ate Pro f e ssor 
Te d Ma la, Dr. Bi l l Townsend and Mrs. Ma r c ia Out calt , al l me t wich 
First Minis t er She pi n who ~poke to us t hrough an inte r preter . 

The mai n po in ts of ag reement flow a round fo ur area s suggest ed 
by Dr. Yuri Ni kit in , Deputy of the Si be rian Branch of t he Acaaemy 
of Med i ca l Sciences of the USSR. 

Those po ints are: 

1) EXC HANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN ALASK A AND SIB ERIA: 

t hi s is already taking pl ace but ne eds t o be fur th er 
organi zed using a central address and a specif i c ind ividual 
at both the University and t he Siberian Branch who would 
be r es ponsible for sending a re ceiving, ca t aloging and 
pas si ng on to concerned individuals a ll sc i ent i fic mat e rials 
cove r ed within the exchange. 

2) EXCH ANGE OF SPECIALISTS: 

--Dr. Ted Mala was propo s ed under this ag r eemen t to 
return to Siberia next year for the pe riod of a mon t h 
to spend that time working with Soviet Med i cal Scientists 
on common problems of a publ i c health nature . As this 
must be done in the russian l a nguage, Mal a will have 
to compl e te an intensive russian speaki ng co u rse bei' o re · 
leav ing fo r Siberia. 

3) JO INT MEETINGS AND CONFEREN CES: 

--Five russian individuals were present ed to che Minist e r 
fnr ~nnR1rl~rAt1on to come to Alaska in 1986 to partici pa te 
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in l l ~t UAA - Sib e rian Bran ch AMS Pu blic Seminar on 
the ',: .·: ::-:e of 11 Ma n and Adaptati on to the No rth . 11 The 
conf 2:'c.:nce would be arranged by UAA and woul d be held 
on campus . 

A similiar conference would be held in Novo Sibirsk 
in 1988 (one year after the 1987 Circumpolar Health 
Conference to be held in Umea, Sweden). This conference 
would involve a larger number of UAA related individuals 
who would travel to Siberia to take part in a conference 
there. Participation would be on an invitational basis. 

4) JOINT PROGRAMS OF WORK: 

-It was felt that after the completion of Numbers 1,2,and 
3, that the eventual outcome would be joint major research 
and study programs that would involve both Alaska and 
Sibet>ia. 

Provisional agreement was made ot>ally pending the presentation 
of written documents which would confirm the above and would be 
formally signed off on within the next month. 

First Minister Shepin stressed that this was an agreement with 
a university and not an inter-governmental agreement. He expressed 
the desire that the flow of scientists both ways would increase 
in the near future once US-USSR Intergovernmental agreements are 
renewed. · 

Dr. Lydia Novak, President of the Soviet Medical Workers Union, set 
up this meeting for us and mentioned that the Union would like to 
continue to play an active part in bringing both Alaskan and Siberian 
medical workers closer together. 

Dr. Nikitin mentioned that US-USSR agreements already exist in 
the areas of Cardiology and Oncology and that we should consider 
also proposing research in those areas. 

First Minister Shepin said that the idea in general was good and 
that the Office of the Minister of Health would support the proposals. 
He stt>essed the need to do real research and not just involve 
"people with big names." "We welcome the results of your work 
to date and no doubt many people here are interested in working 
with you." 

--tJ/ l '- l I I 
·, / l IL 
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TO: Dr . David Outcalt 

FROM: 

Chancellor 

Dr. Ted Mala 
Associate Professor, Health Sciences 
UAA Native Students Academic Advisor 

DATE: September 21, 1985 

RE: UAA-USSR Relations: The Federal Position 

Washington, DC Week of September 16-20, 1985. 

While in Washington for meeting this week at the National Institutes 
of Health, I made it a point to educate others as well as myself to 
our efforts to cooperate with the Soviet Union. To that end, I can 
report the following meetings: 

0 Ms. Debroah Wince, White House Policy Analyst, Office of 
Science and Technology (set up by Mr. Bruce Abel, Assistant to 
Mr . Keyworth). Their reaction was very positive and 
encouraging and they sent me over to the State Department 
for further briefing. 

0 Drs. Jack Blanchard, US Stat~ Dept. Director o f Cooperati ve 
Science and Technology Programs and Dr. John Thomas, Soviet 
Area Specialist, who were extensively briefed. Again, 

0 

0 

much enthusiasm to persue our efforts . They would like to 
schedule a meeting with both of us in November in Washington . 

Soviet First Secretary Ruben Gregorian at their Embassy 
sends you his regards and thanks for the letter and gift. 
He advises us to have Dr. Lydia Novak check on the agre ement 
with the Ministry of Health for us. He looks forward 
to seeing us in November in Washington at their new e mbas sy 
building . 

While many agencies and individuals are interested in the 
agreement, the key negotiators of Inter-Governmental 
Agreements are located at the Fogarty International Center in 
the National Institutes of Health. As part of their 
newly constituted Advisory Board, I found I had easy access 
to the principals involved in the area who furnished me 
with copies of the two agreements referred to us by the 
Soviet First Deputy Minister of Health, Dr. Oleg Shepin. 
Signed by Secretaries Kissinger and Rogers as well as 
Soviet Ministers Gromyko and Petrovsky, they are attached 

A OIVISION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
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attacr. ,::' : ~'o r your info rmation . ( Attachments A,B ) . Not e 'c hat 
Attach~en t C is a list of NIH specialists assigned to hand le 
questi ons- about specific a r e a s of the ag r eement with the USSR . 

FIC Chief of Inte rnat i ona l Coo r d ination and Liason, Dr. 
Jack Schmid t, adv ises t h a t in e ssence all n e w ex pansions of 
these agreements ( wh i c h would include what we are d o ing wi th 
the Siberian Branc h o f t he Academy) are on hold by orde r of 
the US State Department. Russian area specialist I rene Ku r aeff 
said that they would be most happy to work with us but that 
our efforts will have to continue on a private party basis 
until State allows them to continue. NIH is ready and willing 
to resume relations once they get the ok to do so. 

The Public Health Service through FIC has encouraged us to 
apply for travel funding to return to Siberia to work with t he 
Soviets on new possible areas of mutual collaboration. They 
have special funds just for that purpose which are awarded 
by a jury of specialists once documentation is received 
from both countries agree that if the USPHS supports 
an individual with round trip travel funds, that the hos t 
country will pick up the costs once he / she has arrived. 

President Reagan has made a statement encouraging bilateral 
health cooperation between our countries but has not 
removed sanctions against them. Still State reinforces 
that private initiative may and should c ontinue between 
both countries. Once e stablished, they may easily be 
expanded with federal support once sanctions are lifted. 

Senator Stevens Health Specialist Susan Arnold has assured us 
that they will continue to support our efforts. They also 
wrote to the Defense Dept. about my learning russian in thei r 
California facility but Defense has not responded yet. I also 
met with Senator Frank Murkowski who instruc t ed his aide Ge ne 
Schmiel (on loan to his office from the State Dept.) to as si s t 
us in every way possible. Schmiel says that the Gregorian app
lication will not be approved until several days prior to the 
visit. That is the word from State's Russian Visa Desk 
Officers Ken Hillas and Jim Elliott (632-8671). Approval is 
based on current US-Sovietrelations. 

0 - The overall impression I have is a very pos i tiv e one fr om 

0 

our federal government. I was assured that the US Embassy 
receptton we received in Moscow is not indicative of 
their enthusiasm and that we met with an aide to the new 
US Science Officer who .had not yet arrived there and that . 
she like in any big organization, was not on top of things as 
she mgiht have been. Also note that the FIC brings all the 
science officers from all our Embassies in once a year to brief 
them on all NIH activities. More on that when we meet 
with State in November. 

I presented a slide show and talk on Siberia to FIC which 
was met with much enthusiasm. Director Dr. Craig Wallace looks 
forward towards meeting you in November. 
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Dr . . ·~~ ry Brown, Head of the Arct ic Research and Poli cy 
Staff, J iv ision of Polar Programs of the National Science 
Founda tio ~ , is most interested in our work with Siberia and 
wou ld like to meet with you and me on Monday, September 23rd , 
on his way to Fairbanks for the annual Science Conference . He 
and the Pola r Board are most interested in working with us 
and supporting our efforts. 

Ms. Dalee Samba, Anchorage Representative of the Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference, informs me that the US Dept. of the 
Interior is most interested in any contact we might have 
with Siberia. 

Suggested follow-up: 

0 That we send a telegram to Dr. Lydia Novak requesting her 
assistance in checking on the agreement with the Ministry of Health. 

0 That you and I meet in reference to your appointment calendar 
for November (see separate memorandum) that might include a 
brief tour and reception by the Fogarty International 
Center for the Soviet Delegation and you and I in November. 

§ § § § § § § § 
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YBaJKaeMIDi npoqieccop ;-~a;ra, 

HcKpeHHe 6Jiaro,nap10 Bae 3a HaIIpaBJieHHJ:,ill 1v1He MeMopaa,nyM PI 
3a Te BHpalleHHR 3aHHTepeCOBaHHOCTH B ~y~6e PI COTpy,II.HHlieCTBe 
MeJK,Izy COBeTCKHM H a.MepHK8.HCKHM Hapo,n,aMH, KOTOpHe BH rrepe.n;aJIH 
B BameM IIHC:&Me. 

H cornaceH C BaMH, qTo !OpH,lll'IqecKoil OCHOBOa WIR COTPY.II.HH
qecT:sa no HOBO~ TeMe MeJK,Jzy 38.HHTepecOBaHHHMH COBeTCI<mvm H aMe
PHKaHCKHMH yqpeJKJJ;eHHH:MH MOXeT JiBRT:&CR CornameHHe M8lltJJY IlpaBH
TeJI:&CTBOM CCCP H IlpaBHTeJI:&CTBOM CllIA o COTpy.zumqecTBe B o6Jia
CT1! Me,nm::tRHCKO~ aayim H 3~aBOOXp8.HeHIDi OT 23 MM I972 r. 

inH BKJII<Jll:8HWi HOBOH TeMH B COTPY.II.HH1:l8CTBO Me.aur;y CCCP H 
ClllA B o6JiaCTH Me,IllUlHHCKOll HayKH He06XO,Il,HMO rrpe,nBapHTe JI:&Hceo6-
cyQeHRe 3TOM ·reMH Ha oqepe,II,HOM aace.IJ;a.Hmi COBMeCTHOtl: COB8 TCKO
a.MepHK8.HCKO.i1 KOMHCCRH, KOTOpa.H MO~eT rrpIIHRT:& 3TO HOBOe Harrpas
JI8HHe COTpy~eCTBa, HaM8THTJ:, ITJI8.H PI Y'l'Bep,llHT:& KOOp,LWHaTopo.a 
COTpy,mmt1eCTBa C 1<8JK,UOtt CTOpOHH. 

MI!HRCTepcTBO 3~aBOOXp8.HeHHR CCCP no.n.ne,PJKHT Ba.we npe,nno
~eHRe rrpH paCCMOTpewm ero Ha KoMHCC.l'Ilil, ~TO 6y.n;eT crroco6CTBO
BaT:Ei pacWHperuuo COB8TCKO-ar11epH.K8.HCI<HX Hay~HX KOHTaKTOB H, 
HeCOMHeHHO, ITOCJIYJKHT .ne;zy yKpenneHHH ,n;yxa ,npy~6H H B3aHMOITOHn
MamI.li MeJK,IJJ Hall!HMH Hapo.IJ;a.MH. 
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CONFIDENTIAL -
ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

877 3 

November 4, 1 985 

SIGNED 
MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FOR ROBERT C MCFARLANE 

::ttJ~::n-Siberian Health Research 
Attached at Tab I is a Martin/Platt memorandum forwarding to 
State a letter from Theodore Mala, Associate Professor of Health 
Sciences at the University of Alaska, to the First Lady. Dr. 
Mala has asked the First Lady to raise the possibility of joint 
U.S.-Soviet research into health and environmental problems of 
the far north when she meets Gorbachev and his wife in Geneva. 

The idea is an interesting one, but will need to be considered 
carefully in light of the Soviet Union's continued unacceptable 
treatment of Andrey Sakharov and his wife. 

I suggest that we forward the Mala correspondence (Tabs A and B) 
to State for further staff work. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the Martin/Platt memo at Tab I forwarding the 
Mala correspondence to State. 

Approve ~ Disapprove ------

Attachments 

Tab I Martin/Platt memo 
Tab A Letter to the First Lady from Theodore Mala 
Tab B Enclosures with Dr. Mala's letter to the First 

Lady 

---COtiJF' rOEW'H AL 
Declassify on: OADR 

) DECLASSIFIED 
R FDIP,,IJ;tb=t 'B~ 

BY __ NARA DATE ..... 3_...,. 
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SUBJECT: LTR TO PRES FM MANKIAN RE REQUEST FOR AID IN REUNITING W/ HUSBAND WHO 

HAS BEEN DENIED EXIT PERMISSION FM RUSSIA 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 11, 1985 

9715 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN WfJ--
Presidential Letter to Mrs. Mankian re Husband's 
Unsuccessful Efforts to Obtain Exit Visa from the 
USSR 

We have reviwed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter to 
Mrs. Mankian (Tab A) regarding the unsuccessful efforts of her 
husband to obtain an exit permit from the Soviet Union. 

Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Proposed Presidential Letter 
Incoming Correspondence 



DEPARTMEXT OF STATE 
EX ECUTIVE SEC RETAR IAT 

TRAN SMITTAL FORt,1 
S/ S 8533920 
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Date December 5, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. Mcfarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House .. 

Referenc~: 

To: President Reagan 

DateNovernber 7, 1985 

From: Mrs. Zarik Mankian 

Subject : Seeks help to be reunited-1tlith her 

husband, Mihran, who has been denied exit permission from Russ i a. 

WH Referral Dated:November 15, 1985 NSC ID # 360176 
-----.(;..;:i'"'"f,..=..,a'-'n"-y..,,.)--

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

X 

----

----

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

(k;,._(JU)_ 
~icholas Platt/ 

Executive Secretary 



STATE DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mrs. Mankian: 

I have been asked to reply to your recent letter to 

President Reagan concerning the unsuccessful efforts of your 

husband, Mihran Mankian, to obtain permission to emigrate from 

the Soviet Union. We share your concern about the 

unwillingness of the Soviet Union to respect such basic human 

rights as freedom of movement, particularly in light of the 

USSR's undertaking in the Helsinki Final Act "to deal in a 

positive and humanitarian spirit with the applications of 

persons who wish to be reunited with members of their family." 

Unfortunately, the Department of State does not have 

sufficient information on the status of your husband's 

application for exit permission. We are enclosing a 

questionnaire requesting important information concerning this 

case. The completed questionnaire should be returned to the 

Bilateral Relations Section, Office of Soviet Union Affairs, 

Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520. 

Mrs. Zarik Mankian, 

1844 North Harvard Boulevard, 

Apartment 118, 

Los Angeles, California. 



- 2 -

The reunification of separated spouses is given great 

importance at the highest levels of the U.S. Government. 

Although the number of individuals involved is few, .each case 

is a matter of serious concern to us. 

Our Embassy in Moscow is willing to make representations on 

behalf of your husband when he applies for exit permission. We 

encourage him to stay in contact with the American Embassy in 

Moscow or the Consulate General in Leningrad so that they can 

be of assistance. 

If I can be of assistance to you in this or any other 

matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With best wishes, . 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 



l . ~a rn ~ of ~ppli ca nt i n USS~: 

2. Address in USSR: 

3. Others in Family Applying in USSR and their Relationship: 

4. - Date and Place of Last Application for .Exit Permission with 

OVIR (if known): 

s. - Date and Place Last :Refused Permission to Emigrate: 

6. 

,. 
s. 

Number and Dates of. Earlier Refusals (if known): 

Date of Applicant's Last Contact with D.S. Embassy: 

Official Country of Destination: 

9. Date of Last Letter of In.vitation c•vyzov•) to Applicants: ,,_ 

10 ~ Name of Sponsor (Relative): 
. 

11. If Sponsor is Immigrant from DSSR, was Soviet exit permission 

for US _______________ Ist:ael _· __________ _ 

12. Sponsor's Address: 

13. ·Sponsor's Telephone: Some _________________ _ 

work ( -----------------
14. Sponsor's Citizenship_ Status: (Check One) D.S. Citizen -----

conditional Entrant Permanent Resident Alien ------ . 
15. If Permanent Resident Alien, Indicate Green Card No. (I-151) 

, 
and Date Green Card Issued .,..i.__,;:;; _________ _ 

16. S~nsor•s Relationship to Applicant: 

17. 

9/81 

Dated: 

• Return to: 

: 

Bilateral Relations 
Office of soviet Onion Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, o.c. 20520 

: . .. ·-· ... . ·••·•- - -·--·-:: ·- ·-... .. -·- .· . 
- - • ··- · · - - · • • -■- . . •• • • • • • · --~- •• - • • • • • •·. - . . .. . - • • • 

. -. . : -·- ~ , .-.. - -· .. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8533920 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 15, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 360176 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS. ZARIK MANKIAN 

7, 1985 

1844 NORTH HARVARD BOULEVARD 
APARTMENT 118 
LOS ANGELES CA 90027 

SUBJECT: SEEKS HELP TO BE REUNITED WITH HUSBAND 
MIHRAN WHO RESIDES IN RUSSIA AGAINST HIS WILL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



., 

' 
ID # ________ _ 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

0 0 • OUTGOING 

C H • INTERNAL 

8533920 

~ I • INCOMING /' ., 
Date Correspondence 8 51 ~ /, ~ 
Received (YY/MM/DD) r _ • 

Name of Correspondent: ... L.,....Z..::..:M=r-=-·-~lfl!==.=-r=-s.:.,. L_.Z<...::M=1.=· s=-=s:;....____,;>_---.:;;;~-"---=-..__.. ... J_~_.?l'-&-r2......,.~c;....iir...=..&...;:==i4.::~....:.~~~ 

ROUTE TO: ACTION 

Tracking 
Action Date 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) Code VY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

Completion 
Date 

Code VY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATOR- 85/ 1/t,, ____ _ 85 I 1 t 

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/Recommendation 
D • Draft -Rnponae 
F • Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I • Info Copy Only/No Action Neceaaary 
R · Direct Reply w/Copy 
S • For Signature 
X • Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A• Answered 
B • Non-Special Referral 

85 I 1 / 

C • Completed 
S • Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response s Initials of Signer 
Code = '"A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments: ____________________________________ _ 

Keep tbis worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
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November 7, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

3601 1:· (; 

8533920 

I've just read the article in the L.A. Times dealing with U.S. - Soviet couples who 
are separated for political reasons. Since I find myself in the same position with a 
husband who has been trying to get out of the Soviet Union for the last two years with
out success, I would like to add our names to any list that may become subject to dis
cussions at your forthcoming meeting with the Soviet leader, Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

My name is Zarik Mankian and my husbands name is Mihran Mankian. We would appreciate 
any help you can give us so we can be reunited. Thank You. 

Sincerely, 1 , 

~ t/-< . -,J/t-v(·;,--;, ~ ·---

Zarik Mankian 
1844 N. Harvard Blvd. #118 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90027 

Mihran Mankian 
Markarian 43 Apt. 66 
Erevan 78 Armenia U.S.S.R. 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

December 9, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM 

FROM: JACK F. MATLOC 

9 715 

SUBJECT: Letter to Mrs. ankian re Husband's Unsuccessful 
Efforts to Obtain Exit Visa from the USSR 

I have reviewed and concur with the proposed Presidential letter 
(TAB A) to Mrs. Zarik Mankian concerning the unsuccessful efforts 
of her husband to obtain permission to emigrate from the Soviet 
Union. Attached at Tab I is a memorandum to Sally Kelley for 
your signature. 

<.<. . t<,~ "·' Sestaif6v1ch, Mandel and Raymond concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I to Sally Kelley. 

Approve /:..u &--- Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to Sally Kelley 
Tab A Proposed Presidential Letter 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

D ecember 11, 19 85 

97 13 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN w {:;-
Presidential Letter to Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Regarding the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 

We have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential draft 
letter (Tab A) prepared by the Department of State regarding U.S. 
policy toward Afghanistan. 
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For: 

I DEPART~£~! OF STATE 
EXECUTI ~ SECRETARI AT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

S/S 8534 537 ----------
Date December 5, 198 5 

Reference: 

\ 
To: The President From: Ms . Patricia H. Johnson ------------------
Date: September 14, 1985 

Afghanistan Concerns 

Subject: Soviet Invasion of 

WR Referral Dated: November 21, 1985 NSC ID# 361224 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 

~ A draft reply is attached. 

Remarks: 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 
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Dear Ms . John son : 

The Wh ite House ha s asked me to reply to your recen t letter 

about U.S. policy toward Afghanistan. 

Our policy on Afghanistan embodies a strategy which calls 

for support to victims of Soviet tyranny, in addition to 

maintaining pressure on the Soviets to negotiate a political 

solution to the problem. Critical in this effort to help 

victims of the war has been our $430 million in assistance to 

international organizations aiding the millions of Afghans who 

have sought refuge in Pakistan and elsewhere. Also important 

is a growing program of humanitarian assistance to Afghans 

inside their own country, begun last year with some $8 million 

worth of food and medical supplies and destined to grow in the 

coming year to nearly double that amount. In close cooperation 

with the government of Pakistan, the United States is 

establishing a long-term program to carry this 6ut as 

efficiently as possible. 

The consistent course of United States policy towards 

Afghanistan since the Soviet invasion indicates to all 

concerned this 9overnment's commitment to seeking the speedy 

removal of Soviet forces. President Reagan put the matter 

bluntly in his recent address to the United Nations General 

Assembly: •until such time as ••• negotiations result in 

definitive progress, America's support for struggling 
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democratic resistance forces must not and shall not cease." 

We appreciate and share your interest in and support for 

the Afghan cause. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Higgins 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8534537 ~~ 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 21, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

361224 

LETTER, DATE.P SEPTEMBER 14, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MS. PATRICIA H. JOHNSON 
ROUTE 38, BOX 2232 
LIVINGSTON MT 59047 

SUBJECT: SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN CONCERNS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

I - Into Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 

A - Answered 
B - Non-Special Referral 

C - Completed 
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S - For Signature 
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FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
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Code 3 "A" 

Completfon Date = Date of Outgoing 
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September 14 , 19 8: 

Dear Preside n~ Reagan, 

I recently had the opportunity to hear a lecture given by 

Karen McKay who heads up the "Committee for a Free Afghanistan." 

I was very impressed by her first-hand knowledge of conditions 

in that war-torn country. She has very recently been there, in 

fact last Spring, visiting the Mujahedin and conferring with 

General Safa. 

Even before I heard Karen McKay's lecture, I had read a great 

deal concerning the plight of these brave people. 

Mr. President, the American people need to know that the 

Afghan Freedom Fighters are fighting for us, here in America. If 

they lose this war to the Soviets, we, as a free nation will be in 

even greater peril than we already are. 

I seriously object to the handling of this situation by the 

biased American press; and also I deplore the inaction of the 

State Department. 

These brave people need weapons, food, medical assistance, 

warm clothing and other items in order to face this coming winter. 

I wonder how our State Department would react if the same 

atrocities which are being performed on the Afghan people were 

taking place here in the United States, upon their wives and 

children. Then, the shoe would be on the other foot, wouldn't it? 

Did you know that the Soviets have forcibly taken Afghan 

children to the Soviet Union in order to indoctrinate them, 

teaching them to hate their families, their nation, and to become 

spies? 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan almost six years ago was 
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one o f the most outrag eous attacks on world freedom in thi 8 

century, and yet our "brave nation" did nothing. 

I implore you to take this plea for Afghan assistance to the 

State Department. Congress has already shown that they favor 

assisting these people. The tie-up is the State Department. 

I sincerely feel that it is in our best interest as a 

nation which is still free, by God's Grace, to support freedom 

for Afghanistan. You are a believer in God, and I know that you 

care, so I want you to know that I care also. I daily pray for 

your protection; for the protection of your office as president 

also, just as I daily pray for the nation of Afghanistan and 

its dear people. 

Most sincerely, 

Patricia A. Johnson 

Rt. 38, Box 2232 

Livingston, Mt 59047 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

WILLIAM F. MART~~__/ 

JACK F. MATLOCK'f 

December 9, 1985 

Presidential Letter to Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Regarding the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 

9713 

I have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter 
(TAB A) prepared by the Department of State to Ms. Patricia 
Johnson about U.S. policy toward Afghanistan. Attached at Tab I 
is a memorandum to Sally Kelley for your signature. 

Sestkovich, cA'1ey, Tah~lfKheli, M~l, Raym;nd and ca!nT.'traro 
concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I to Sally Kelley. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to Sally Kelley 
Tab A Proposed Presidential Letter 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 


