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November 1, 1984 

8293 

It gives me great pleasure to greet the participants in 
the "Pacem in Terris" conference sponsored by the Center 
for the Study of Democratic Institutions. Your theme, 
"Democracy and the Pursuit of a Peaceful Human World," 
is both important and timely. 

As I stated before the British Parliament in June of 1982, 
we must be staunch in our conviction that freedom is not 
the sole prerogative of a lucky few, but the inalienable 
and universal right of all human beings. We recognize 
that human rights can only be secured when government 
derives its power from the people through the operation 
of free institutions. America truly makes it clear to 
those who cherish democracy throughout the world that 
we mean what we · say. Your conference is similarly com­
mitted to the necessity of speaking out for human rights 
and individual liberty and fo-r the rule of law and the 
peaceful reconciliation of differences. 

I am pleased that your conference is directing attention 
to the critical question of securing global peace. Free­
dom, democracy and peace go hand in hand. Recognizing 
this, we are stri~ng for a serious dialogue with the Soviet 
Union that will enable us to avoid confrontations, reduce 
and eventually ~liminate nuclear arms, and forge a better 
working relationship. 

I wish you success in your endeavors and will value the 
thoughts and suggestions which your conference will 
stimulate. 

11 



ME~fORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 8293 

November 9, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITTSofv-

SUBJECT: Presidential Message to the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions 

Attached is a proposed Presidential message to the Center for 
the Study of Democratic Institutions for the occasion of their 
conference on ."Democracy and the Pursuit of a Peaceful, Human 
ivorld." Please expedite this action immediately since their 
conference will end this Saturday, November 10, 1984. The NSC 
will arrange for the dispatch of the message to the Center. 

Attachments 
Tab A Proposed Presidential message 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AflERICA 

It gives me great pleasure to greet the participants in 

the "Pacem in Terris" conference sponsored by the Center for 

the Study of Democratic Institutions. Your theme, "Democracy 

and the Pursuit of a Peaceful Human World" is both important 

and timely. 

As I stated before the British Parliament in June of 

1982, we must be staunch in our conviction that freedom is not 

the sole prerogative of a lucky few, but the inalienable and 

universal right of all human beings. We recognize that human 

rights can only be secured when government derives its power 

from its people, through the operation of free institutions. 

America truly makes i~ clear to those who cherish democracy 

throughout the world that we mean what we say. Your con­

ference is similarly committed to the necessity of speaking 

out for human rights and individual liberty, and for the rule 

of law and the peaceful reconciliation of differences. 



I am pleased that your conference is directing attention 

to the critical question of securing global peace. Freedom, 

democracy, and peace go hand in hand. Recognizing this, we 

are striving for a serious dialogue with the Soviet Union that 

will enable us to avoid confrontations, reduce and eventually 
-

eliminate nuclear arms, and forge a better working relation-

ship. 

I wish you success in your endeavors, and will value the 

thoughts and suggestions which your conference will stimulate. 

Dr. Allen Weinstein, 

President 

, 

RONALD REAGAN 

Center for the Study ·of Democratic Institutions 

1155 15th Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 2005 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

8293 

NATIO NAL SECURIT Y C O UNC IL 

November 8, 1984 

ROBERT C~McFARLANE Al"/. 
/ · · 1vlc)C.,, 

JACK MAT K/TYRUS COBB/NICK KLISSAS 

Presidential Message to the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from Robert Kimmitt to Anne 
Higgins forwarding a proposed Presidential message to the 
Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions on the 
occasion of their conference on "Democracy and the Pursuit of 
a Peaceful, Human World." You may recall that you agreed, in 
principle, to address them this morning, but cancelled on 
account of your trip to California. This message, in essence, 
substitutes for your address. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Bob Kimmitt to send the attached memorandum 
to Anne Higgins forwarding the Presidential message. 

Disapprove Approve ----- -----

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to Anne Higgins 

Tab A Proposed Presidential message 



ME:~fORANDU:M 

NAT IO NAL SECUR IT Y COUNCIL 
8293 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

Presidential Message to the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions 

Attached is a proposed Presidential message to the Center for 
the Study of Democratic Institutions for the occasion of their 
conference on "Democracy and the Pursuit of a Peaceful, Human 
World." Please expedite this action immediately since their 
conference will end this Saturday, November 17, 1984. The NSC 
will arrange for the dispatch of the message to the Center. 

Attachments 
Tab A Proposed Presidential message 
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l'\ATIONAL SECUR ITY COUI\CIL 

November 1, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFAR~:/ 

FROM: JACK F. MATLOCKCf 'J' f 
SUBJECT: Managing Soviet Public Statements Re Gandhi 

Assassination 

Attached at Tab I is State's report on the Soviet campaign of 
accusation and innuendo regarding alleged U.S. involvement in 
Mrs. Gandhi's assassination and on the actions State has under­
taken to protest. 

ATTACHMENT: 

TAB I State's Report on Soviet Public Statements 
Re Gandhi's Assassination 

....-SECR-~ 
Declassify: OADR 

DECLASSIFIED 

~R FDlo- {I 4 /1 ;t(pZ,,1 ( 

µ/ NARA OATE .JJkJl.,_1 



BY 

S/S 8429930 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

October 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Managing Soviet Public Statements on the 
Gandhi Assassination 

The Soviet press was quick to accuse the United States of 
complicity in the Gandhi assassination. We reacted immediately 
and firmly to these outrageous allegations, to limit the Soviet 
exploitation of the incident and avoid harm to Americans in 
India from them. We will keep the pressure on the Soviets here 
and in Moscow to stay clear of further such commentary. 

News of the assassination reached Moscow as Ambassador 
Hartman commenced his meeting with Soviet Foreign Minister. 
Gromyko. The Ambassador told Gromyko that we both have an 
interest in maintaining calm in India, and that each side should 
refrain from any actions which would exacerbate the situation. 
Gromyko agreed it is best that the situation remain calm. 

Soviet media, however, were predictably quick to allege 
American involvement in Mrs. Gandhi's death. An early Soviet 
report cited the links of the assassins to "world imperialism." 
In response to these initial reports, Mark Palmer telephoned 
Soviet Embassy Minister-counselor Isakov and told Isakov that 
~his report directly contradicted the agreement between Gromyko 
and Hartman during their meeting earlier in the day. Palmer 
said the reports were absurd and stressed that repetition of 
this theme and, in particular, any further development of it 
for example char~es that Pakistan and the CIA had colluded in 
the assassination -- would be very dangerous in India and in 
South Asia generally at this time. He also noted that such 
statements were extremely unhelpful in trying to move our 
bilateral relationship in the constructive direction which 
President Reagan and Chernenko have stated that they both want. 
Isakov responded that he would immediately inform Moscow of our 
concern. 

Another Soviet commentary on Moscow World Service amplified 
on t he accusatory theme: 

"So far it's not known who concretely instructed [the 
assassins] and put the guns in their hands, but it is 
where the terrorists received their ideological 
inspiration. The address is also known: the suburbs 
Washington, Langley, headquarters of the Central 
Intelligence Agency of the United States." 

DECLASSIFIED 
NLRR e ore-, r ~ l, -cl vc:;-5 

W NARADA1E r, /;,. 1 /t.~· DECL: OADR 

known 

of 
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On a more official level, TASS reported a briefing on the US 
policy of "state terrorism" in which MFA spokesman Lomeyko was 
quoted as condemning the "criminals" who had killed Gandhi and 
"their inspirers" -- the implication being that the U.S. was 
responsible. According to Western reports, Lomeyko had refused 
to accuse the US more directly. 

In response to these reports, Assistant Secretary Burt 
phoned Isakov at 1:30 pm October 31 to make a second demarche. 
Burt said that these latest Soviet charges suggesting a linkage 
of the CIA, and Director Casey personally, to the Gandhi 
assassination were outrageous. Such inflammatory statements 
directly endangered American lives, and could only provoke 
further turmoil in a hrghly volatile situation. Burt added 
that, in his personal opinion, if these baseless allegations 
continued, the positive results achieved in the recent Gromyko 
meetings would be jeopardized. Isakov said several times during 
the conversation that he understood our position. 

This demarche was reinforced by Embassy Moscow, which 
telephoned a stiff protest to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
be transmitted to the highest levels of the Soviet government. 
our Political Counselor told the USA Department that the Soviet 
broadcasts were putting American lives at stake in India and 
underscored that this would not be forgotten were any incidents 
to occur. In a public response, Department Spokesman Hughes 
condemned the Soviet allegations as outrageous and irresponsible 
in his noon press briefing. 

We note that the Soviets also chose to repeat the "foreign 
hand" innuendo in the official condolence message to the 
Government of India: "Soviet people wrathfully stigmatize the 
criminals and their patrons, who dared raise their hand against 
the outstanding leader of India." 

We cannot judge at this point whether the Soviets have taken 
the protests to heart and will tone down the commentary. 
Certainly the temptation to continue their inflammatory 
statements is very real. The accusations foster mistrust of the 
United States within the new Indian leadership and with the 
Indian public at large: add new life to standard Soviet 
propaganda on US destabilization activities: and counterbalance 
growing world public suspicions of Soviet involvement in the 
attempted Papal assassination. Lomeyko spoke to this latter 
point in the press conference, decrying "slander" directed 
against Bulgaria and other socialist countries. We are 
monitoring the situation closely and will follow up sharply on 
any continuation of these tendentious allegations. 

' I' -- J ~· ·,, .• :;.. , J 

d 

Charles Sill 
Executive Secretary 
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TH E W H I T E HOU S E 

WASHING,ON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Mr. Klein: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of October 25, 
1984, urging the President to take action on behalf of Soviet 
Jews. 

This Administration shares your concern about the intensifying 
campaign of repression the Soviet authorities are waging 
against Jewish cultural activists and refuseniks. We share 
your assessment that the situation is worsening, and we 
believe it to be a matter of grave concern for all interested 
in the defense of human rights. We have made it clear to the 
Soviets that their discriminatory treatment of Jews is a major 
negative factor in u.s.-soviet relations, and we will continue 
to stress this fact in high-level diplomatic exchanges. 

Just last week, Secretary Shultz set out our policy in a 
speech he delivered to the national leadership assembly of the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry. This speech, which is 
enclosed, makes clear the importance we attach to this issue 
and our determination to continue working for an improvement 
in the situation. 

Our Embassy in Moscow is actively following the cases of 
Kholmiansky, Edelshtein, Levin, Nepomniashchiy, and Mesh. We 
have not forgotten Anatoliy Shcharanskiy, Iosif Begun, and all 
the other prisoners of conscience suffering in Soviet prisons. 
In spite of continuing Soviet intimidation, our Foreign 
Service officers in Moscow and Leningrad maintain contact with 
refuseniks and atte.nd trials of dissidents whenever the 
Soviets permit them entrance. Our country is one of the few 
Western countries with diplomatic personnel involved in these 
kinds of activities. 

We were very interested in your information that some 
refuseniks fear the Soviets intend to implicate them in a 
"national network" of Jewish activists, as we had not heard 
this charge before. We have asked our Embassy in Moscow to 
investigate this report and appreciate your providing us with 
the information. 



2 

Thank you for sharing your deep-felt concern. You can rest 
assured that this Administration will continue to exert what 
influence we can to ensure that the Soviets comply with the 
terms of the international agreements on human rights of which 
they themselves are signatories. 

If we can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 
us again. 

Mr. George Klein 
499 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 

Sincerely, 

:) I /" 
-l ~o-J:i t~ 
Rr bert C. M 



Current 
Policy 
No. 628 

Following are remarks by Secretary 
ShuUz upon receiving the Humanitarian 
A ward for 1984 from the Leadership 
Assembly of the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry, Washington, D.C., 
October 22, 1984. 

Thank you very much, Ken.1 I'm deeply 
honored to have this award, and I feel 
privileged to work with you, Ken, and 
Elliott Abrams 2-people like Max 
Kampelman sand many, many 
others-who have the same view and 
who are trying to do our best in this 
great effort. I hoped that sometime we 
might have a meeting like this in which 
we would have something really to 
celebrate. Unfortunately, we don't­
other than to pledge our continuing and 
very strong efforts. I've always believed 
that the foreign policy of the United 
States must reflect not only our material 
and security interests but our moral 
values as well. These strands are com­
pletely intertwined, for as long as 
human rights are denied the citizens of 
?the~ countries, the freedoms we enjoy 
m this country are ultimately in jeopar-

1Kenneth Bialkin, National Chairman of 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 
and of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations. 

1 Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secretary for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs. 

•Max M. Kampelman, consultant to the 
Department of State and Ambassador and 
Chairman of the U.S. delegation to the 
1980-83 Followup Meeting of the Madrid 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

Secretary Shultz 

Soviet Jewry and 
U .S.-Soviet Relations 
October 22, 1984 

United States Department of State 
Bureau of Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

dy. That is why freedom for Soviet 
Jewry and other human rights issues 
have occupied such a prominent place in 
my concerns as Secretary of State. 

At a time of prospwity and peace, 
when we may be liable to take our own 
liberty for granted, it is good to 
remember Thomas Jefferson's observa­
tion. "Those who expect to reap the 
blessings of freedom," he said, "must ... 
undergo the fatigues of supporting it." 

I wish I could use this occasion to 
bring you encouraging news about the 
condition of Soviet Jewry, but you 
know, at least as well as I do, that their 
situation remains very grim. Soviet 
persecution of Jews and other minorities 
has not only not diminished, it seems to 
be getting worse. 

• Within the past 2 months, four 
well-known Hebrew teachers have been 
arrested in what appears to be an inten­
sifying campaign of repression aimed 
specifically at Jewish cultural activities. 
In the Soviet view, apparently, pro­
moting identification with one's religious 
and cultural heritage constitutes "anti­
Soviet agitation and propaganda." 

• We cannot forget Anatoly 
Shcharansky, courageously clinging to 
his principles as his health is deterio­
rating in Chistopol Prison. He was im­
prisoned on the blatantly false charge of 
spying for the United States, but his 
real "crime" was to try to escape from 
Soviet tyranny so that he could lead a 
full Jewish life with his family in Israel. 

• To discourage others from trying 
to leave, Soviet authorities are continu­
ing to threaten many "refuseniks" with 

confinement in psychiatric hospitals, ex­
pulsion from their jobs, and internal 
exile. 

While all this has been going on, 
there' has been an alarming upsurge in 
officially sanctioned anti-Semitic prop· 
aganda. Scurrilous cartoons, broadcasts, 
and articles equate the study of Jewish 
culture with fanaticism and racism and 
compare the State of Israel to Nazi 
Germany. 

Jews, of course, are not the only vic­
tims of Soviet persecution. Efforts to 
stamp out all independent thought have 
led to the victimization of Nobel Prize 
laureate Andrei Sakharov and his wife, 
Yelena Bonner. Within the past 6 
months, three prominent Ukrainian 
human rights activists died in Soviet 
labor camps. All three deaths can be at­
tributed to the brutal conditions in 
Soviet labor camps and prisons. The 
small group of Soviet idealists who tried 
to monitor their government's com­
pliance with its human rights obligations 
under the Helsinki Final Act has been 
decimated by imprisonment and exile. 
Even foreign tourists and diplomats 
have been subjected to Soviet harass­
ment. 

Emigration, meanwhile, has come to 
a virtual standstill. Just over 1,300 Jews 
left the Soviet Union in 1983, approx­
imately 2% of the peak year total of 
51,000 in 1979. This year it looks like 
fewer than 1,000 Jews will leave the 
Soviet Union. Soviet authorities would 
have the world believe that almost all 
Soviet Jews who want to emigrate have 



already done so. But, clearly, this is not 
true. Thousands of Soviet Jews have ap­
plied for exit visas, only to have them 
denied. They are ready to leave on a 
momenes notice. 

We debate the question of what to 
do among ourselves, as I am sure you 
do. We are all frustrated by the lack of 
progress and by the absence of any easy 
or ready solutions. But rather than 
argue inconclusively among ourselves, I 
am convinced that what we can and 
should do is to make clear to the Soviets 
what our own approach is and how it is 
related in our eyes to the U.S.-Soviet 
relationship as a whole. 

That is what we have tried to do 
under this Administration. The Soviets 
know that we seek to put relations on a 
stable and constructive basis for the 
long term. But I think they also know 
that we will not stop our practice of call­
ing them to account for their abuses of 
human rights. And among human rights 
issues, none has more urgency than the 
treatment of Soviet Jewry. 

As a government, we would prefer 
to deal with these issues on a confiden­
t ial basis, simply because it's more effec­
tive that way. But we understand and 
support the efforts of public interest 
groups to express their concerns, and 
we will not be silent when the Soviets 
act in a way we consider dangerous or 
irresponsible, as they so often do in the 
human rights area. 

The United States, therefore, con­
tinues to speak out at every opportunity 
against Soviet human rights violations. 
We have vigorously denounced Soviet 
anti-Semitic propaganda and practices. 
We have consistently condemned denial 
of the basic right of Soviet citizens to 
emigrate. In the face of blatant intimida­
tion, our Embassy in Moscow and our 
consulate in Leningrad have maintained 
contact with individual "refuseniks," and 
we have made numerous representations 
on behalf of Soviet citizens who have 
been denied permission to emigrate. We 
continue to consult with other Wes tern 
nations on ways to improve human 

rights performance. And in all our 
diplomatic discussions with the 
Soviets-including President Reagan's 
recent meeting with Foreign Minister 
Gromyko-we have stressed human 
rights issues. 

Soviet leaders may well be perplexed 
by our preoccupation with human rights. 
After all, they and many other govern­
ments throughout the world take the 
view that human rights are strictly an 
"internal affair." In this view, how a 
government treats its own citizens is not 
a matter of legitimate international con­
cern or even discourse. Compassion, it 
seems, should stop at a country's 
borders. 

In the aftermath and in the 
everlasting memory of the Nazi 
Holocaust, this attitude must be 
relentlessly exposed as a gross moral 
evasion. Numerous international 
covenants, conventions, and declara­
tions-including the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights, the Genocide 
Convention, and the Helsinki ac­
cords-today attest to the fact that 
human rights are no longer regarded as 
an "internal matter." On the contrary, 
they are intimately linked to the issues 
of war and peace. We recognize that 
governments not at peace with their 
own people are unlikely to be at peace 
with their neighbors. 

The people and Government of the 
United States are deeply and irrevocably 
committed to the rule of law in both 
domestic and foreign affairs. For this 
reason, we have insisted, and shall con­
tinue to insist, that the Soviet Union 
adhere to all its international obliga­
tions, including its human rights obliga­
tions. As I said last Thursday in an ad­
dress on the management of U.S.-Soviet 
relations: 

We can never let ourselves become so 
wedded to improving our relations with the 
Soviets that we turn a blind eye to actions 
that undermine the very foundation of stable 
relations. 

A moment ago, I referred to the 
President's meeting with Foreign 
Minister Gromyko at the White House. 

(\ 
Every American hopes that this meeting 
marks the beginning of a new, more 
constructive period in Soviet-American 
relations. We look forward to the oppor­
tunity to build-on our common interests 
and to help narrow the scope of some of 
our differences. 

But I hope that no one, either in the 
Soviet Union or in this country, serious­
ly entertains the idea that once negotia­
tions are underway, the United States 
will refrain from raising our human 
rights concerns. If improvement in 
Soviet human rights performance con­
tinues as in the past to be nothing more 
than the cynical manipulation of human 
lives for political purposes, then the 
Soviets cannot expect that interna­
tional-and internal-pressures for bet­
ter performance will stop growing. 
Doesn't the Soviet Union pay a price for 
this censure and for the isolation that 
goes with it? The price is large and 
steadily increasing. And let me add, 
ladies and gentlemen, that we shall con­
tinue to do all in our power to see that 
the price continues to increase. 

From the experience of World 
War II and its aftermath, we have 
learned that the issues of peace and of 
human rights are joined and that at­
tempts to separate them can bring on 
disaster. We have learned that it is not 
the advocacy of human rights but rather 
their denial that is a source of tension in 
world affairs. The issue of human rights 
is at the top of our agenda because we 
have learned the great lesson of the 
Scriptures: we truly are our brother's 
keeper. 

Thank you. We11 keep struggling, 
and somehow, some way, we're going to 
succeed. ■ 

Published by the United States Department 
of State • Bureau of Public Affairs 
Office of Public Communication · Editorial 
Division • Washington, D.C. • October 1984 
Editor: Colleen Sussman · This material is in 
the public domain and may be reproduced 
without permission; citation of this source is 
appreciated. 
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NAT IO NAL SECUR I TY COUNC IL 

November 1, 1984 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: JACK F. MATLoi ~A 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Reagan from George Klein 
Regarding Soviet Jewry 

George Klein has sen t you a copy of a letter to the President 
addressing the pl ight of Soviet Jews, and specifically 
requests that the President personally intervene to secure the 
release of five Soviet Jews whose trials are pending. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you s i gn the letter a ddressed to Klein at Tab I. 

f~afi"b-H;;~~ concurs . 

Approve 

Attachments : 

Tab I 
Tab II 

- - - -- Disapprove -----

Reply to Klein 
Incoming , with background pape rs 



October 25, 198-! 

Hon. Robert C. McFarlane 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear .. 1r. :',1cFarlane: 

I ► 
4 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter we will be sub­
mitting to the President tomorrow on his trip to New 
York. I know you are aware of the contents of this 
letter and have been, personally, attempting to alle­
viate the plight of Soviet Jewry. 

Recent events have caused ~s to become extre­
mely alarmed and we hope that_ our government will be 
able to be helpful in saving the lives of so many in­
nocent people. 

In addition, I am enclosing a fact sheet just 
released by the Greater New York Conference on Soviet 
Jewr y . 

I look forward to hearing frcm you in the near 
future. 

George Klein 

\. 

encs . 

499 Park .-henue \ewYork.:',;Y 1002~ 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

October 25, 1984 

In recent weeks, the plight of Soviet Jewry has assumed a sense of urg·ency 
unprecedented in the history of the contemporary Soviet Jewry movement. Since 
this past summer, the Soviet government has been engaged. in a systematic new 
crackdown apparently designed to stifle Jewish religious and cultural activity. 
Thjs crackdown, conducted to the accompaniment of a vicious anti-Semitic cam­
paign in the state-controlled media, recalls som 8 of the darlz:e3t moments 0f -the 
Stalin era. A direct violation of solemn Soviet iegal commitments to respect 
human rights, it has already . resulted in a serif's of searches and arrests of 
Soviet Jewish activists in major cities throughout the Soviet Union, including 
Moscow, Leningrad, Odessa and Kishinev. The refuseniks themselves are 
beginning to feel as if they are under siege . 

• 
It is -our conviction that this extraordinary situation 0.emands a special 

American response. The dedication you have always shown to the Jews of the 
Soviet Union, reflected most recently in your meeting with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko, has been a source of strength to them and to us. Now, how­
ever, what is happening in the Soviet Union is qualitatively different. Not only 
have the Soviets brought emigration to a virtual halt, but they are also creating 
an atmosphere which some Soviet Jews have compared to the months preceding· the 
Holocaust. One Soviet Jewish leader even suggested that the situation today may 
foreshadow a Soviet version of the "final solution. 11 

Our nation must rise to the occasion and make a concerted effort to deal 
with this grave threat to the world's third largest Jewish population. By s.cting 
now, we can obtain freedom for those refuseniks currently being detained who 
have yet to be brought to trial. At this time , therefore, we would like to urge 
you_ to personally intervene to secure the release of five Soviet Jews whose trials 
are pending. The five include Muscovites Aleksandr Kholmiansky and Yun 
Edelshtein and Odessans Yakov Levin, Mark Nepomniashchy and Yakov Mesh. All 
five should be freed immediately and allowed to leave together with their families 
for Israel. ~ 

In addition, we must seek an end to the sec1.rches and threats which have 
already affected dozens of Soviet Jews throughout the country since the end of 
the summer. Some refuseniks fear that the Soviet authorities are planning to 
implicate- them in a fictitious "national network" of Jewish activists, and others 
have expressed special concern about J-:GB attempts to plant weapons and/ or 
cirug·s in their apartments and ·link suet: crugs to "religious rituals." Amor:g 
those whc ha.ve been recent tart:ets of the KGB's policy of harassment and 

... Continued 
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President Ronalo Reagan 
10 / 25/84 
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intimid.ation are Inesa Brokhina, Dmitri Kh,.zankin, Dar. Shapira and 1-'atalia 
Khassinfl of r.::oscow, Yakov Goroc.etsky of Lening-rad, Aleksandr KagaL E'.nd 
Aharon rv:unblit of Kishinev, Yehudit trepomniashchaya and Sofia Vitaver of 
Odesse, ~;foisey Liberman of Bendery and Polina Green of Tiraspol. 

We are confident that you will understand the depth of concern which prompted 
this letter and will seek out the most effective responses to this emergency situa­
tion. At the same time, we must renew our efforts to secure the freedom of 
Anatoly Scharansky, Iosif Begun and their fellow Soviet Jewish Prisoners of 
Conscience, who have already felt the weight of Soviet oppression and are cur­
rently languishing in prisons and labor camps thousands of miles from their 
homes. The Soviet Union must understand the importance the United States 
attaches to the Soviet Jewry issue, and recognize its obligation under ir:ter­
national law to per1:;it all Soviet Jews who so desire to leave for Is:r,•.el and to be 
united with their relatives. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We hope you will not hesitate to 
call upon us if we can be of assistance. 

Respectfully yours, 

Max Fisher George Klein 

Richard Fox Gordon Zacks 

\_ 



.J~eGr~ter 
-. · ~~New )ork Ccnference 

.... on Soviet Jewry 
8 West •Ctn Street. New Y,;rk . NY tC:J1 8l i 2 12) 354 - J 1,< 

, PERSECUTION OF JEWISH RELIGIOCS AND CULTURAL ACTIVISTS 
SPREADS ACROSS THE SOVIET UNION 

A new Soviet wave of oppression, l(n.mched late this · summer, has targeteJ 
traditionally observant Jews and Jewish cultur~l ac:ivists, and has resulted in 

•numerous Sl:!archcs ,1nd several arrests. Five f: ey Soviet J ew.i.sh leaders are 
currently awaiting trial. In an appeal broadcast on Radio Israel, Leningrad 
activist Iosif Radomisilsky declared that "anyone who wants ta rerr:ain Jewish" 
in the USSR is in danger. "We have a terrible feeling that the authorities are 
set to break us once and for all. They want to make a final solution to the 
Jewish problem," he said. 

Mark Nepomniashchy, a 53-year-old electrical engineer and Yakov Mesh, a 
32-year-old tailor, were the most recent activists arrested. Some refuseniks 
fear that the Soviet authorities are planning to implicate them in a fictitious 
"national network" of Jewish activists. 

Nepomniashchy was arrested on October 12 while visiting Moscow and ch arged with 
"defaming the Soviet State," a crime which carries a maximum sentence of three 
years. His daughter Yehudit's fiance, Yakov Levin, is a fellow Odessa 
refusenik currently being hel d in pr ison and may face the same cl1arge. The 
Nepomniashchy family has been waiting since 1979 to emigrate to Israel. 

The KGB has also cit e d their inv estigation of Yakov Levin as an excuse to 
searcn the homes and disrupt t he live s of refuseniks Folina Green of Tiraspol, 
Aharon Munblit of Kishinev, and Moisey Liberman of Bendery. 

Soviet authorities in Odessa are also holding refusenik Yakov Mesh and are 
expected to charge him with "resisting a representative of authority." Mesh, 
who applied to emigrate in 19 78 , was arrested following a dispute with police 
during which he was severely bea ten. 

In Moscow, the leadin g Hebrew teache r Aleksandr Kholmiansky was arrested on 
Ju l y 25 t h and one of h i s students, Yuli Edelshtein, was arre s ted on September 
4th. Kho lmiansky and Edelshtein may be brought to trial toge ther on serious 
poli t ical charges. Pr ior to Edelshte in' s a rrest l1is apartment was searched by 
th e KGB and Jewish ma ter ials ~ere seiz ed . The authorities also claim to have 
found d-::-ug s used for "religious rituals." 

In connection with the investigat ion of Edelshtein, the apartments of Dan 
Shapi ra and Inesa Brokhina were s earched and Shapira's meznzah was ripped from 
his doorpost. The authorities confiscated his tefillin, and all of his books 
printed in Hebrew, including a Talmud and a Bible. When Shap~ra's' mother asked 
to see an official document authorizing the search, she was rudely shoved 
aside. According to Shapira's father, the KGB behaved throughout "like the 
Gestapo." 

Commenting on the search, - Dan Shapir;:i declared: "These provocations are 
extremely primitive and :ire probably ,an e:~0.rcise to see how much pressure can 

· be exerted on us. Evr-n Hitler did ' not start to destroy the Jews immediately; 
· only when he began to unc.lerstand that no one in tlie free world i.ould protect 
them." 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 16, 1984 

TO: ROSIE ANDREATTA 
(for Bob Kimmitt) 

The background on this package 
is as follows: 

1. The ·incoming letter has 
already been seen by the 
President (see Darman's note 
of October 29). 

2. A response over Mr. 
McFarlane's signature to Mr. 
Klein went out on November 5. 

3. Ambassador Matlock feels 
that no further action is 
required on this package . 

I have closed it out, but 
attach for your info a copy of 
all the proceedings. 

1f1Mc iprt:J-. 
Is there something we don't know? 
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Paul Thompson 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I= Information 

Na tional Security Council 
Tt1e: White Ho usf 

System# 

Package# 

L' ' 

SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN DISPOSITION 

\L 

A =Action R = Retain D =Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other ___________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Date/Tim e) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 15, 1984 

FOR: 

FROM: 

BOB KIMMITT 

Wilma Hall~, 

Attached was hand~delivered to me 
at 10:30 am for RCM. An advance 
copy was sent to RCM the day the 
President went to NY (after his 
departure). RCM sent to Howard 
Teicher fo draftc reply -- Howard 
in turn transferred the action to 
Jack Matlock for staffing reply . 

- :-- . .. . . . . 
~ .. .:... . .. 

. .-. .. 

. . :--.· . . : . . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1984 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The attached letter to you 
concerning Soviet Jews was 
handed to me in New York on 
Friday by Dick Fox. He 
emphasized he was not 
seeking visible action 
now--but did hope for 
visible act' the 
electio. I have prov1 
a copy to Bud McFarlane. 

Richard G. Darman 

. -· .~ ·, . . . 

-·-·· -: .. -.. - . . . . ·-

· .. --· . .. -
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHI N GT O N 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Don and Joel: 

I much appreciated your letter of October 25 
forwarding your report on your bipartisan 
seminar on u.s.-soviet relations. 

Your efforts in organizing this seminar -
along with your others to reconstruct a 
spirit of bipartisanship in our foreign 
policy - are most important contributions to 
the nation's future. 

I hope you will keep up the good work and 
will let me know whenever I or my staff can 

, be of assistance to you. 

With warm regards, 

The Honorable 
Don Glickman 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 
/,.,...1 I 

,. ) , '- t.-:_;/ 
Jbert C •1 McFarlane 

The Honorable 
Joel Pritchard 

Member of Congress 



MEMORAKDUM 8155 

•" 

NAT IO NAL SECUR I TY CO UNC IL 

·November 1, 1984 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C . McF A/L.-AN/ 
JACK F. MATLOC~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Letter from Representatives Glickman and 
Pritchard re U.S. - Soviet Relations 

Attached at Tab A is a note for your signature in appreciation 
for report of Representatives Glickman and Pritchard on their 
b i partisan seminar on U.S.-Soviet relations. 

C. Lehman con curs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the note at Tab A. 

Appr ov e ---- Disapprove ----

Attachments : 

Tab A Persona l note to Congres s me n Glickman and 
Pritchard 

Tab I Incoming Letter 

\. 



_ <!ongrtss of tbt idnittb &>tatt~ 
mla~fngton, a.«:. 20515 

October 25, 1984 

Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr . McFarlane: 

During the past year, we had the pleasure of co-chairing a 
bipartisan seminar on U.S./Soviet relations in the House of 
Representatives. 

-. ~ , •:J: • .. . 

The report of that seminar has just been published in booklet form as 
Exploring Soviet Realities: Problems in the Pursuit of Peace, which 
we are happy to enclose. 

The reconstruction of bipartisanship will be an important factor in 
building a wise and steady peace-and-security strategy for America 
in the future. We hope you will find the results of our efforts 
toward that end as interesting as we found the effort itself. 

rl / II.. 
V ' ~ 
Do ickman 
Metnb~r of Con9ress Member of Congress 

' 
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N AT IO NA L SECUR I TY COU::'\C I L 

C~AL 
/ 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. M!CRLANE 

JACK MATLOC vJ' 
Congratulate Message 
of Supreme Soviet 

November 8, 1984 

to President from Presidium 

The text of a message of congratulations to the President from 
the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium is at TABB. You will note that 
the message is relatively upbeat, and also that it comes, not 
from Chernenko personally, from the the Supreme Soviet Presidium 
collectively. This is presumably intended to make clear that the 
message has broad backing in the Soviet leadership. 

TASS released the message even before it was delivered here, and 
it was published in the Soviet media along with the President's 
message in connection with the November 7 national day. 

I recommend that the President acknowledge the congratulatory 
message, and attach a draft at TAB A. 

Recommend a tion: 

That you s ign the attached Memorandum t o t he President. 

Approve 

Attachmen t s : 

Tab I Memo r a ndum to 
Tab A Dra ft Message 

Presidium 
Tab B Mes sage from 

President 

Disa pprove 

the President 
from the President to the Supreme Soviet 

the Supreme Soviet Pres i dium to the 

DECLASSIFIED 
Sec,3A(b1 E.O. 12958. as amended 

~ttl Hc~_<puldellno-3, ~~pt. 1:~f,o 
BY ~ ,DATE.___.d:.~_µ-ff~~/J 
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ACTION 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTO N 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

8292 

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message from the USSR Supreme 
Soviet Presidium 

Issue 

Whether to acknowledge a message from the USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium congratulating you on your reelection. 

Facts 

The USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium (the collective Soviet "Chief 
of State," of which Chernenko is Chairman) has sent you a message 
congratulating you on your relection and expressing the hope that 
"the corning years will be marked by a turn for the better in 
relations between our countries." The Soviet news agen c y has 
released the text of the message, which is at Tab B. 

Di scuss ion 

An acknowledgement of t h is me ssage , in which you e xpres s your 
hope fo r improved relations, would b e appropriate. A sugge sted 
tex t is at Tab A. 

Recommendation 

That you authori ze transmittal of the message at Tab A. 

OK No 

u1.=:- ·;_,\.'_-,;;fl ED 
use Guh.1, ,,,~es, August 2 • 1 ,. 

_ ,.L,, 1c.,._,.. __ NAM. Date 
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Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Draft Message to USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium 
Congratulatory Message from USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium 

Prepqred by: 
Jack F. Matlock 

cc: Vice Pre sident 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TO: The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 

8292 

Thank you for your message on the occasion of my reelection 
as President of the United States. I share your hope that the 
coming years will be marked by improved relations between our 
countries. 

Despite our different political beliefs and perspectives on 
international problems, I am confident we can make progress on 
strengthening peace and resolving our differences through 
discussions and negotiations. We hope you will join us in the 
critical work needed to reduce · international tensions and to 
create a safer world. 

The Presidium, 
Supreme Soviet of t he Union of Soviet 

Socialist Repub lics 
Mo scow 

Ronald Reagan 



Translation from Russial 

November 7, 1984 

Esteemed Mr.President, 

Please, accept congratulations on your reelection as President .. 
of the United States of America. 

It is to be hoped that the coming years will be marked by a turn 
for the better in relations between our countries. This would be 

in the interests of both our peoples and the cause of world peace. 

On t ts part , t he Soviet Union i s prepared for joint "·ork 
to rectify Soviet-American relations on the basis of equality and 
respect for t he l egitimate interests of each other , remove the threat 
of war and r adically improve the international situation. 

.His Excellency Ronald W.Reagan 

PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME 
SOVIET OF- THE USSR 

President of the United States of America 
The White House ·; Washington 
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AM B ASSADOR O F THE 

UNION .?F SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

~ :~ :,' r~ll-25 SIXTEENTH STREET, N . W. 
- · I .,, t -
L - WASHINGTON, D. C.2OO36 

My dear Mr.President: 

November 7, 1984 

It gives me great pleasure to transmit to you the congratulation~ 
of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet on your reelection as 
President of the United States of America (the text is enclosed). 

As the Soviet Ambassador may I add my personal congratulations 
on this occasion. 

With best wishes, 

The Honorable 
Ronald W.Reagan 

Anatoly F.DOBRYNIN 

President of the United States of America 
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NATI O NAL SECUR ITY COUNCIL 

7341 
add-on 

ACTION November 8, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFA~NE 

FROM: JACK F. MATLOC \}I\.. 
SUBJECT: Secretary Heckl r's Proposed Paragraph on 

Handicapped Technology for Gromyko Meeting 

Secretary Heckler, in a letter dated September 28 (Tab II), 
suggested to you some wording on assisting the handicapped to be 
included in the meetings we held with Foreign Minister Gromyko. 
Following receipt of your note on my previous memorandum, I 
checked with Rick Burt and learned that he did, indeed, pass the 
proposal to the Soviet delegation. Therefore, I have revised 
your letter to Secretary Heckler accordingly. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the attached letter to Secretary Heckler. 

Approve 

Attachments: 
Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III 

---- Disapprove ----

Reply to Heckler 
Incoming letter from Heckler 
Background papers 



TH E WHltE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Margaret: 

Thank you for your letter of September 28 suggesting 
that we discuss, during Foreign Minister Gromyko's 
visit, cooperation with the Soviet Union in assisting 
handicapped citizens. Your proposal was passed to the 
Soviet delegation in the meetings we held. 

It seems to me that your proposal would be eminently 
suitable for inclusion in the activites covered by the 
U.S.-USSR agreement for cooperation in health. As you 
know, we hope that it will be possible to reactivate 
this agreement in the near future. When you begin 
discussions with the Soviet Ministry of Health regarding 
this agreement, I hope that you could include a proposal 
regarding assistance to the handicapped as part of the 
joint work plan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C. McFarlane 

The Honora ble Ma r g are t M. He ckle r 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

q\ 



THE S E C RET A R Y OF HEALTH ANO HUMAN SERVIC ES 

WASHINGTON , D. C . 20201 

September 28, 19&4 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
Assistant to the President 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

Background 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

Margaret M. Heckler 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Technology and the Disabled 

7341 

A significant segment of the U.S. population -- estimated 
at 35 million -- have physical, developmental, mental and/or 
emotional disabilities. Recognizing the situation, the 
President proclaimed 1983-1992 as the decade of the disabled 
with the clear intention of enhancing the quality of their lives 
and expanding their job opportunities. 

Included in the 35 million are approximately 4 million 
seriously disabled whose quality of life and opportunities have 
historically been severely constrained. The thrust of the 
Presidential Proclamation is clearly aimed at all of the 
disabled population including the most severely disabled. 

Clearly, one of the major opportunities in this field rests 
i~ the area of technology. In brief, advancing technology can 
Eidress this area in two principal ways. On the one hand, it 
can be utilized to greatly expand communications thus 
significantly extending the knowledge of and (thus) exploitation 
of the range of services, medical approaches, local 
organizations and job opportunities that presently exist. 

Secondly, technology can in and of itself respond to 
specific and particular problems of the disabled by providing 
"technological solutions" to the disability problems. Light­
weight "portable" wheelchairs were developed from technology 
c om i n g o ut of t h e NASA P r og ra m. Oc ul a r Con t r o l S ystems are 
presently the subject of much discussion. A variety of other 
possibilities exist. 



To pursue the opportunities inherent in technology vis-a-vis 
the problems of the disabled, I have chaired several meetings 
under the aegis of the President's Private Sector Initiatives 
with people from the aerospace/technology community including 
the Tandy Corporation, Boeing, TRW and General Dynamics. We 
have also discussed this at some length with Sir Keith Josephs 
(Department of Science and Education) and The Honorable Tony 
Newton, (Health and Social Services) on my recent trip to 
the U.K. There are possibilities for substantial international 
cooperation. 

With the meeting that is presently scheduled with the 
leaders of the Soviet Union, it strikes me as an excellent 
opportunity for the United States and the Soviet Union to 
cooperate in the exchange of technology that would be beneficial 
to handicapped people throughout the world. The benefits of 
such an exchange of medical technology in assisting the 
handicapped would lend itself well to significant cooperative 
efforts that would be especially effective to both countries and 
perhaps would pave the way for further cooperation in other 
areas as we move toward a responsible Arms Control Agreement at 
some point in the future. 



, 

. l 
! 

Dear Bud, 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH ANO HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20 2 0 1 

!')/ > J7 
I ~ I 

September 28, 1984 

Enclosed is the proposed paragraph for 
the introduction of the handicapped issue in 
the Gromyko meetings. 

The~~ are 36 million disabled citizens in 
the Uni ~ed St~;~e~ , and I am sun~ many more in 
the Soviet Un ~o n: v As these meetings serve the 
goal of general survival, they can also serve 
the goal of improving the personal quality of 
life and individual survival. 

7341 

Obviously we can provide extensive elaboration 
on the issue of the handicapped, but I thought 
a more general statement introducing the issue 
and setting up a process of communication between 
the two nations would be a wiser beginning. · 

I hope that \ 0his issue can be raised. It 
would be fortuitous for both countries. I will 
be waiting to hear from you on what discussion 
actually occurred on the subject. 

,' 
/ 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
lli;~GA& M. HECKLER 

/ ., 



i ' 

In order to foster cooperation between our respective nations 

(USSR/USA) which-will apply our joint resources toward achieving 

humanitarian goals - it is proposed that the USSR and the USA initiate 

discussion between the appropriate ministry(s)/secretary(s) to develop 

and through joint effort to assist the handicapped citizenry of our 

respective nations. 
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