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MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONO.RABLE JEANE KIRKPATRICK 

SUBJECT: 

The United States Representative to the 
United Nations 

Presidential Message to the Third International 
Conference on Soviet Jewry: Jerusalem, 
March 15 - 17, 1983 

As you will be representing the Administration at the Third 
International Conference on Soviet Jewry, I am forwarding the 
attached Presidential message to be read by you at the opening 
session of the Conference. 

Attachment 
IJECLASS1FIED/ Re.leqs~ · ' 
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Read by Ambassador Kirkpatrick /V 
in Jerusalem on March 15, 1983 

\ \ I I I I" I . I I< > I , I 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 

I want to express to you my deep concern for the 
tragic plight of the Soviet Jews. The issue of Soviet 
Jewry is of utmost importance to this Administrat.ion , 
just ·as it is to you who are gathered at this Third 
International Conference on Soviet Jewry. We have 
stated repeatedly that. active concern for human rights. 
is integral to our national interest and our foreign 
policy. Spiritual freedom is a fundamental pillar of 
human rights. Hence, the rights of all religious 
groups in the Soviet Union will remain in the fore­
front of U.S. human rights policy. 

Such Soviet actions as denying Soviet Jews their 
freedom to emigrate are an affront to all of us who 
cherish individual liberties. Unfortunately, the · 
situation continues to worsen. The rate of emigration 
has plununeted, instances of harassment have increased, 
and new applica_nt; are regularly denied exit visas. 
The world community must intensify its effort to stem 
and reverse these trends. I can assure you that the 
United States will help lead this effort. 

The tragi~ plight of Soviet Jews, howt?ver, is not 
solely limited to unreasonable visa denials and 
harassment of would-be emigrants and refuseniks. 
Their persecution in the Soviet Union has continued 
and has reached its current level primarily as a re­
sult of official government policies. We are told 
that many talented young Jews cannot gain admission t o 
institutions of higher learning, and cannot secure 
jobs commensurate with their education and experience . 
Under the guise of anti-Zionism, the Soviet press 
frequently publishes slanderous articles and books 
deriding Jewish cuiture, traditions and religion. 
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Despite the rights enumerated in the Soviet 
Constitution and despite the fact that the Soviet 
Cnion is a signatory to such international agreements 
as the Helsinki Accords, So\·iet Jews are not permitted 
to study about their own culture and the Hebrew 
language. 

Western political leaders must convince their Soviet 
counterparts that a more flexible and humane approach 
to the questions of freedom of movement and funda­
mental rights is in the Soviet interest. Durable 
progress in East-West relations cannot be achieved 
without concurrent progress in human rights. ·u. S. 
officials will continue to discuss individual cases c f 
visa denials, harassment, and family reunification 
with Soviet authorities. Moreover, the plight of 
Soviet Jews will remain a key issue on the agenda of 
such international forums as the Madrid Review Meeting 
on CSCE and the meeting of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission. 

We will continue to urge the Soviet Union to live up 
to the international standards it has freely accepted 
in a series of solemn agreements. Our commitment to 
basic human rights is borne by the spirit of freedom 
which is the soul of our democratic society. In 
refusing to accept Soviet mistreatment of its own 
people, we believe that actions by concerned citizens 
of other countr-ie~ are extremely important. In 
saluting your meeting, I recognize that governments 
and private citizens are engaged in a common struggle 
for the rights of men and women everywhere. We stand 
with you. 

Let all Jews in the Soviet Union -- whether refuse­
niks, prisoners of conscience or citizens seeking to 
maintain their human dignity -- know that we will not 
forget them. We will firmly support their just cause , 
for it is a major concern to freedom loving people 
everywhere. 

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful 
meeting. 

~ 
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THE \.V HITE HO CSE 

March 10, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLAR~~ 

SUBJECT: Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held 
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. It will involve major 
figures from political life, the arts and sciences, and academia 
joined by Jewish community leadership. 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the 
President send a message to be read at the opening session. As 
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick will represent the Administration 
at the Conference, she will read the President's statement. At 
Tab A is a draft President message on Soviet Jewry. It has been 
reviewed and cleared by State, speechwriters and the Office of 
Special Presidential Messages. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the message at Tab A be signed by the President and 
forwarded to Ambassador Kirkp!trick before March 11. 

Attachment: 

Tab A Proposed Presidential message 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 9, 1983 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY ~'J 
SUBJECT: Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to Richard Darman 
forwarding a Presidential message to be read by Ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, who will represent the Administration, at the 
opening session - of the Third International Conference on Soviet 
Jewry (Jerusalem -- March 15 - 17). 

I have also attached a memorandum to Ambassador Kirkpatrick 
which forwards the message (Tab II) 

Howard Teiche~{pbncurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memorandUJl to Mr. Darman at Tab I. 

Approve ----- Disapprove ------
That you sign the memorandum to Ambassador Kirkpatrick at 
Tab II~ 

Approve ----- Disapprove -----

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to Richard Darman 

Tab A Proposed Presidential message 

Tab II Memorandum to Arnbasador Kirkpatrick/ ~s~d 
DECLASS\flED ~\ t.! ., :J-1 

\"\ 
cc: Dodie Livingston »6!RA.I.JNl~4,ii,-.,-
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THIRD I NTERNATIONAL CONFERE!JCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 

I want to express to you my deep concern for the tragic plight 
of the Soviet Jews. The issue of Soviet Jewry is of utmost 
irr.portance to this Administration, just as it is to you who are 
gathered at this Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry. 
We have stated repeated~y that active concern for human rights 
is integral to our national interest and our foreign policy. 
Spiritual freedom is a fundamental pillar of human rights. 
Hence, the rights of all religious groups in the Soviet Union 
will remain in the forefront of U.S. human rights policy. 

Such Soviet actions as denying Soviet Jews their freedom to 
emigrate are an affront to all of us who cherish individual 
liberties. Unfortunately, the situation continues to worsen. 
The rate of emigration has plummeted, instances of harassment 
have increased, and new applicants are regularly denied exit 
visas. The world community must intensify its effort to stem 
and reverse these trends. I can assure you that the United 
States will help lead this effort. 

The tragic plight of Soviet Jews, however, is not solely limited 
to unreasonable visa denials aid harassment of would-be 
emigrants and refuseniks. Their persecution in the Soviet Union 
has continued and has reached its current level primarily as a 
result of official government policies. We are told that many 
talented young Jews ,1cannot gain admission to institutions of 
higher learning, an4' cannot secure jobs commensurate with 
their education and experience. Under the guise of 
anti-Zionism, the Soviet press frequently publishes slanderous 
articles and booki deriding Jewish culture, traditions and 
religion. Despite the rights enumerated in the Soviet 
Constitution and despite the fact that the Soviet Union is a 
signatory to such international agreerr.ents as the Helsinki 
Accords, Soviet Jews are not permitted to study about their own 
culture and the Hebrew language. 

~estern political leaders must convince their Soviet counter­
parts that a more flexible and humane approach to the questions 
of freedom of movement and fundamental rights is in the Soviet 
interest. Durable progress in East-West relations cannot be 
achieved without concurrent progress in human rights. U.S. 
officials will continue to discuss individual cases of visa 
tenials, harassment, and fanily . reunification with Soviet 
a u t horities. ~oreover, the plight of Soviet Jews will remain a 
key i~sue on the agen~a o~ such i nt ernaticnal foru~s as the 
!-:acrid Review !-:eeti:1g on CSCE and tr,e ;.,2etir.g of the United 
~~ati cn s Hu!;ian Ri g:its Cc:-:-:7:,ission. 
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~2 ~ill continue to urge the Soviet Uni~n to li~e up to the 
i~ter~atio~al standards it has freely accepted in a series of 
scle~n agree~ents. Our co~~itment to basic human rights is 
borne by the spirit of freedom which is the soul of our 
de~ocratic society. In refusing to accept Soviet mistreatment 
of its own people, we believe that actions by concerned citizens 
of other countries are F.Xtremely important. In saluting your 
~eeting, I recognize that governments and private citizens are 
engaged in a common struggle for the rights ·of men and women 
every~here. We stand with you. · 

Let all Jews in the Soviet Union -- whether refuseniks, 
prisoners of conscience or citizens seeking to maintain their 
human dignity -- know that we will not forget them. We will 
firmly support their just cause, for it is a major concern to 
freedom loving people everywhere. 

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful meeting. 

I 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

...e OMF I1Y!NT IA17 
Declassify on: OADR 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON March 

WILLIAM K. SADLEIR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS 

WILLIAM P • CLARK \$--

\1}\l 

AND SCHEDULING 

Videotape: Presidential Message on Soviet 
Jewry 

To reaffirm the President's personal concern 
about the plight of Soviet Jewry -- the 
decline in emigration, recent incidents of 
harassment, and the inability to learn about 
their culture and language ·. 

The Third International Conference on Soviet 
Jewry will be held in Jerusalem from March 
15-17, 1983 •. The National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry has requested tha·t the President 
send a videotaped message of three-five 
minutes duration to be broadcasted at the 
opening session. His willingness to prepare 
a message would have an important impact on 
other Western governments who are now 
considering their level of participation at 
the conferpnce. A message from the President 
would be well-received domestically (Jewish­
American organizations) and internationally. 

None 

Before March 12, 1983 DURATION: 3-5 minutes 
(Only if taping session is 

The Oval Office already scheduled) 

The President 

Videotape session 

Presidential Message on Soviet Jewry to be 
provided by NSC. 

None 

State, White House Public Liaison Office, 
NSC 

NONE 

William P. Clark 

rn~1r::rncA1r1 A-1-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1983 

Per JMP: 

#1303 - Schedule Proposal 

At Tab II of the Schedule Proposal 
under the Date add: only if a 
taping session I'salready scheduled. 

klm 

Florence, 
. tL~ 

Am leaving. the attached ~~A y 
sine~ JMP requested we "Hold here 
the memo to the President" and 
simply send the Schedule Proposal 
out today -- which I have done. 

klm, 3/4 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

cpm-ffiiNTIKr , March 3, 1983 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THROUGH: CHARLES P. TYsoAi 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY t:f/ 
SUBJECT: Presidential Videotape for Third International 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held 
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals 
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with 
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the 
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international 
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from 
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by 
Jewish community leadership will attend. 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the 
President send a videotaped .me,ssage of three-five minutes 
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session. They have 
indicated that the President's willingness to prepare a message 
would also have an important impact on other Western governments 
who are now considering their level of participation at the 
three-day conference (see letters, Tab B). Attached at Tab II 
is a Schedule Proposal from you to William Sadleir requesting 
that a videotape be made. At Tab I is a memorandum from you to 
the President which forwards the proposed Presidential message 
(Tab A). The text of the message has been cleared by speech-
writers. /Cu . DECWSIFIED 
State (Eagleburger) and Howard Teiche oncur. ~ ~ ,., 

AutborlY, . . ,-.:,G . tA.1" 

RECOMMENDATION ·ev J·t! : NARA~ "'Wll:.I~~ 

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President, and 
the schedule proposal at Tab II to William Sadleir. 

Approve l/ ~ Disapprove ______ _ 

~14 \~'~.;~~ £)~ Attachments: 
\-- <Y I.J,,~ 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Letters from National Conference on Soviet 

Tab B 
Tab II 

Jewry, February 18 and March 2, 1983 
Proposed Presidential message 

Proposed schedule proposal 
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:MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

CONEIPEN!llIAl:. 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM P. CLARK 

Videotape for Third International Conference on 
Soviet Jewry 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held 
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals 
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with 
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the 
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international 
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from 
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by 
Jewish community leadership will attend. 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that you 
send a videotaped message of three-five minutes duration to be 
broadcasted at the opening session (see letters at Tab B). They 
have indicated that your wil.ljngness to prepare such a message 
will have a significant impact on other Western governments who 
are now considering their level of participation at the 
conference. 

At Tab A is a proposed message on Soviet Jewry. The text has 
been cleared by speechwriters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK No 

That you prepare a videotape for the opening session 
of the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Attachments: 

Proposed text for videotape. Tab A 
Tab B Letters from National Conference on Soviet Jewry, 

dated February 18 and March 2, 1983 

CONFit'EJl4'IM --­
Declassify on: OADR 

Prepared by: 
Paula Dobriansky 



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET 

JEWRY 

I want to express to you my deep concern for the 

tragic plight of the Soviet Jews. The issue of Soviet Jewry is 

of high priority to this Administration just as it is to you who 

are gathered at this Third International Conference on Soviet 

Jewry. We have stated repeatedly that active concern for human 

rights in general is integral to our national interest and our 

foreign policy. · The· rights of Soviet Jews, in particular, are 

and will remain in the forefront of U.S. human rights. 

Such Soviet actions as denying Soviet Jews thei~ freedom to 

emigrate are an affront to all of us ·who cherish individual 

liberties. Unfortunately, the situation continues to worsen • 
. . , 

The rate of emigration has plummeted, instances of harassment 

have increased, and new applicants are regularly denied exit 

visas. The world community must intensify its effort to stern 

and reverse these trends. In this effort, I can assure you that 

the United States will continue to play a leadership role. 

The tragic plight of Soviet Jews, however, is not solely 

limited to unreasonable visa denials and harassment of would-be 

emigrants and refuseniks. Their persecution has continued and 

has reached its current level primarily as a result of official 

government policies. We are told that many talented young Jews 

cannot gain admission to institutions of higher learning, and 

cannot secure jobs commensurate with their education and 
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experience. Under the guise of anti-Zionism, the Soviet press 

frequently publishes slanderous articles and books deriding 

Jewish culture, traditions and religion. Despite the rights 

enumerated in the Soviet Constitution and despite the fact that 

the Soviet Union is a signatory to such international agreements 

as the Helsinki Accords, Soviet Jews are not permitted to study 

about their own culture and the Hebrew language. 

Clearly, the intolerance of Soviet authorities violates 

both the letter and spirit of relevant international agreements. 

For this reason we must persist in our efforts. Let Jews in the 

Soviet Union -- refuseniks, prisoners of conscience or citizens 

seeking to maintain their human dignity -- know that we will not 

forget them and that we will firmly support their just cause. 

My Administration remains firmly committed to do everything 
j 

possible to assist the emigration of Jews and others who wish to 

live outside the Soviet Union and to bring before the eyes ·of 

the world the Soviet Union's continued unfair refusal to grqnt 

its citizens the basic human rights to which men and women 

everywhere justly aspire. 

Western political leaders must convince their Soviet 

counterparts that a more flexible and humane approach to the 

questions of freedom of movement and fundamental rights is in 

the Soviet interest. U.S. officials will continue to discuss 

individual cases of visa denials, harassment, and family 

reunification with their Soviet counterparts. Moreover, the 
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plight of Soviet Jews will · remain an integral issue on the 

agenda of such international forums as the Madrid Review 

Meeting on CSCE and the meeting of the United Nations Human 

Rights Commission. 

· The Soviet Union, therefore, should know that this issue 

will remain an essential component of security and cooperation 

in Europe and of major concern to freedom loving people every­

where. Our unwavering stance has been that durable progress in 

East-West relations overall cannot be achieved without 

concurrent progress in human rights, particularly that of 

emigration and family reunification. 

We will continue to encourage the Soviet Union to live up 

to the international standards it has freely accepted in a 

series of solemn agreements -- especially on the freedom of 
.. I 

movement and fundamental rights of Soviet Jews. Our commitment 

to basic human rights is borne by the spirit of freedom which is 

the breath of our democratic society. In refusing to accept 

Soviet mistreatment of its own citizens, we believe that actions 

by concerned citizens of other countries are extremely important. 

In saluting your meeting, I recognize that governments and 

private citizens are engaged in a common struggle for the rights 

of men and women everywhere. We stand with you and hope to 

achieve much together. 

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful meeting. 



National Conference on: Soviet· Jewry 
O,oirmon 

Theodo,. R. Monn 
Vlce-O"!Oirpersons 

RobM 0. Goldmann. New Yom Ory 
Rabbi David HUI, Notional Council 

of Young IStOel 
Donald Lefton. Miami 

Rita Salb9,g, Anti•Deromation League 
of 13'noi 13'rith 

an Wood, NotiOnol Council cl Jewish Women 
Tr~surer 

,efVtn !I.is.man. American Jewish Committee 

Finonciol Seaetory 
,bbl• Abrams. Council of Jewish Federations 

Seaetory 
Marg4HY Kotvman, Women's American ORT 

Immediate Post Chairmen 
Bunon S. Levinson. Los Angeles 

Executive Director 
Jerry Goodman 

Woshingtan DirectOr 

David A. Horris 
Executive Committee 

(In Addition tO the Officers) 
Roslyn K. Btecher. Hodossoh 

Ludll. Brotman. San Diego 
Dr. Robeft 0. Fr~man, 13oltimore 

Rabbi David GoldSt•ln. New On~ns 
Philip Lax. 13'noi 13'rith 

Jukts Upp.rt. Union at Amencon 
Hebrew Congregations 

Elo"14P ~. Hollywood. Ao. 
Edward Robin. Los Angeles 
He~ Rosenthal, Oollos 

Dank,! Rubin. Bergen County, N.J. 
Joseph Smukler. Philodetphio 

J04tl J. Sprayregen. Oiicogo 
WIii StN1, Jewish Labor Committee / 

Wommen's Grde 
Robbi Joseph SttHnSc.in, American Zionist 

Federation 
Maida Welnbtttg, Woshingt0n. D.C. 

Former Chairmen 
Eugen• Gold, Jerusalem 

Lobel Kaa. *(dec~sed). 13'noi 13'rith 
Stanley H. Lowell. New York Ory 

\lchatd Moass. American Jewish Committee 
Georg• Molslen. • 

United Synagogue at America 
Rabbi lstael MIiier. • 

American Zionist Federation 
Rabbi Herschel Schacter.• 

Religious Zionists at America 
Lewis H. Weinstein,• 13oston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Sovi~t Je-w,y 

Ex-Officio 
Moivtn E. Fronk.i. Notional Lawyers 

Committee fOf Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldst•ln. 

Washington Advisory Committee 
O.ny Golomb. Commission on Education 

· Charlott• Jacobson . 
. Soviet Jewry Research Our~u 

Dr. S•ymour lachman. Gr~ter New York 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Jacqueline K. Levine. 
Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry 

Bemard White. 
Washington Advisory Committee 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 18, 1983 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will 
take place in Jerusalem from March 15-17, 1983. Two previous 
conferences,held in Brussels in 1971 and 1976, were historic 
events in the annals of Western advocacy on behalf of Soviet 
Jewry, each bringing together delegates from several dozen 
countries. 

The Jerusalem Conference, like its predecessors, will 
involve major figures from political life, arts and sciences , 
academia, jurisprudence ·and many other fields, joined by 
Jewish cotmnunity leadership and other supporters from around 
the world . Several hundred Ameritans will be among the delegates. 

The aims of the Conference are threefold: 1) to express 
international sol{darity with the Jewish minority in the Soviet 
Union, 2) to protest vigorously the closing of the emigration 
gates, the pervasive anti-Semitism, and the unrelenting haras s­
ment of Jewish cultural and religious expression in the U.S .S .R . , 
and 3) to call upon the conscience of the world at large con­
cerning the flagrant violations of the human rights of two 
million Soviet Jews. 

Aware that your schedule does not permit your personal 
attendance at the Conference, we would like to request a 
videotaped message of 3-5 minutes' duration, to be broad-
cast at the opening session. Such a message would underscore 
still further to the international community the importance 
our Government attaches to the fate of Soviet Jewry . We would, 
of course, assume all expenses associated with the videotaping. 

Please have a member of your staff contact, David Harris, 
director of our Washington Office, for any additional information. 

' / id '. '"" l ~,..___ 
~ius Berman 
Chairman, Conference of 

Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations 

Respectfully, 

-f 1<. f-l a_~-
Theodore R. Mann 
Chairman, National Confer ence 

on Soviet Jewry 

A coalition of forty ma/or national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 2, 1983 

Pursuant ,tto our earlier correspondence concerning a 
videotaped message from yourself to be broadcast at the 
Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry, we very 
much hope that our request will meet with your approval. 

As we noted, five hundred Jewish leaders and other 
American supporters of Soviet Jewry-, including elected 
officials, clergy, academicians, artists and writers, 
will -join with delegates from several dozen other countiies 
in the Free World to express support and solidarity for 
the beleaguered Soviet Jewish minority . Your message 
would serve as eloquent testimony to the priority your 
Administration has accorded this important humanitarian 
issue, and wo':1ldtbe warmly received not only by Conference 
delegates b~t al1 who look to the Un~ted States as the 
foremost international defender of basic human rights and 
liberties. 

Indeed, your willingness to prepare a message would 
also have an important impact on other Western governments, 
including the British, who are now considering their level 
of participation at the three-day Conference. 

We thank you for your consideration of this matter 
and look forward to a favorable reply. 

Theodore R. Mann, Chairman 
National Conference on Soviet 
Jewry 

Respectfully, 

~~• ~a::-~airman 
Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organizations 

A coalition of forty ma;or national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

Notional Office: 10 East 40th Street . Suite 907. New York. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Coble Address , AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex, 207011 NCSJ 



-eCHEDITLE PROPOSM. 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOM1'1ENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

-CGNFIDEN':PI.".L 
--, Declassify on: OADR 

~ -i.,\ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

WILLIAM K. SADLEIR 

March 4, 1983 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

WILLIAM P. CLARK \.,$.-
Videotape: Presidential Message on Soviet 
Jewry 

To reaffirm the President's personal concern 
about the plight of Soviet Jewry -- the 
decline in emigration, recent incidents of 
harassment, and the inability to learn about 
their culture and language. 

The Third International Conference on Soviet 
Jewry will be held in Jerusalem from March 
15-17, 1983. The National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry has requested that the President 
send a videotaped message of three-five 
minutes duration to be broadcasted at the 
opening session. His willingness to prepare 
a message would have an important impact on 
other Western governments who are now 
considering their level of participation at 
the conf.er~nce. A message from the President 
would be well-received domestically (Jewish­
American organizations) and internationally. 

None ·· 
;/', 
,,·'· .. ,. 

I 

Before March 12, 1983 DURATION: 3-5 minutes 
4 (Only if taping session is 

Th e Oval Office already scheduled) 

The President · 

Videotape session 

Presidential Message on Soviet Jewry to be 
provi ded by NSC. 

None 

State, White House Public Liaison Office, 
NSC 

NONE 

William P. Clark 

AAt. IFfl"iF'l lTI .A I J 



National Security Council 
The White House. 

JI I ~ / ) 
Package# · _; 

SEQUENCETO HASSEEN 

John Poindexter / 

Bud McFarlane­

Jacque HIii 

Judge Clark 

John Poindexter 

Staff Secretary 

Sit Room 

----

j 

ACTION 

I-Information A-Action A-Retain 0-0lspatch N-No further 
Action 

DISTRIBUTION 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other ___ _ 

COMMENTS 

! 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 4, 1983 

Brian, 

Please add these attachments 
to Log No. 1437 (3/3/83). 

Thanks, fl 
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THE WH:I.TE. t:fOUSE 

MEMORANDUM 

TO.:. 

FROM: 

WILLJ:M.f CLARK .t'L 
FREDERICK ;r-_ ~AN,. JR.~ DIRECTOR" 
ERESID~ APEOINTMEI~S . AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ·: . REQUES'r. FO·R. SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION? 

ELEASE: 1?-RO.,;.mJE: YOUR RECOMMENDATION: 0~ THX FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUES'r' UNDER: C0NSIDERKTI0N": 

. . 
E.traN'l!': · · Video tapedi message to the Third rnternational.. 

. Conference o~ . Savi.et J'ewry convening- in:. 
J'eJ::.USa.Iem. 

C'onf.erence·- to; be heL<!. Marc11 15,,. 19 8l. 
' ~ . . ., 

'l!apmc;·· from: th~ Wh±te :Hduse . . . 

· BACKGROUND:. S--ee-attached. 
, : .. I 

;>•' • 

YOUR RE.COMMENDATI0~:. 

Accept___;_ · _Regret~ - Surrogate 
HrioJ:.iq 
Routine-~ 

Message: · ·-
' 

IP RECOMMEND~O?i rs TO,. ACCEP'r,. PLEASE CIT~ REASONS: 

RESPONSE DUE_. _A_s_~~P-------- TO Fred Ryan 

Other 



J f 11--,- 1 0 - EAST - IJ·O ST 
NE~ YORK NY 1,oon,· 

► 

040oP EST 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT 

BECA~se Cf YOUR DEEP CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE PARTICULAR 
P L I G ~ T OF J E ~ S I ~ THE S O V I E T UN I O rt, W E W Cl II D k I K E I 0..JU Y f; I H I S 
ADM IW,T11 A! I . .O..tL .. af.f.RE SE f:i Tf;Q .A I IHE, E CB IHCt;l-1 IN~ IH lR~ I~ll~,illSN Al. 
c:.c M::f5.EF.(E~,P~~ ...... s-a~v.-r~O:-J..E:-~P~ 't, C..OJ'LV..f.N.I.N.GJ.hL J.ERU S.A.L.E..".1 __ ~_A. R C_~ __ J _iA., \ti E 
UNDERSTA~D THAT YOU ~ILL NOT BE ABLE TO ·PERSONALLY ATTEND THIS 
HISTCRIC GATHERING, BUT ~E HCPE AN APPROFRIATE CABINET. LEVEL 
REPRESENTATIVE CAN OPEN THE PROCEED!NGS, IN AOCIITON, MB eBESIQENT, 
YOlJR PE~§O.tiAL ~E~.!P1ENTS CAt~ iiE CONVE-YEO TQ_J:~.QRE TH~1,000_QELEGATES 
W A V I C E O T A P E D l'4 E 5 S A GE I j. C G E TH E R Ill I TH· TH OS E O F O T 1-i E R H EA O S O F 
STATE, THIS ~OULC SE ONE OF THE MOST IMPCRTANT COMPONENTS OF THE 
CONFERENCE, .. t 

. 
~E ARE HOPEFUL THIS REQUEST ~ILL BE - FILLED, ANO WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
~ORKING ~ITH YOUR ASSOCIATES TO FACILITATE THIS UNDERTAKING, 

RESPECTFULLY 

THEOCORE R MANN CHAIRMAN NATIONA~ CONFERENCE ON SOVIEf JEWRY 
JULIUS BE~MAN CHAIRMAN. CONFERENCE OF P~ESICENTS OF MAJOR A~ERICAN 
JE~ISH ORGANIZATIONS 

10:oa EST 

MG~CCMP 
- ' C . o/~elet,6e& 

AalhOdtY bllE ._ IJQ-\J-?,;l-~ 1 

_· . ~ MRADATE ~i-8J1J)\9 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20!101 

March 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

1627 

SUBJECT: Invitation to the President to Attend Inter- ~ 
national Conference on Soviet Jewry 

We have reviewed and concur that your suggested response to Mr. 
Yehezhel Pulerevitz of the Assocation of Zion Prisoners from the 
USSR be signed by Assistant Secretary Burt. This response 
should, as proposed, regret the President's inability to attend 
the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry, but express 
the Administration's continued support for freer emigration from 
the USSR and the cessation of Soviet human rights abuses. 
Please note minor changes in the text of the letter. 

tfo~tJ~~ Micnaeio. Wheele 
Staff Secretary 

Tab A Proposed response 



Mr·. Yehezke.L Pu.lerevitz 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
SUGGESTED RESPONSE 

Chairman, The Executive Committee 
Association of Zion Prisoners From USSR 
P.O. Box 26229 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Dear Mr. Pulerevi.tz: 

· DECLASSIFIED · ,-eloofd 
Authorl.Y,....._____.,iv---:-;___, -0 
ft(~, ~-...... ~ .... ,q 

I am writing in response to your letter inviting President 

Reagan to attend the International Conference on Soviet Jewry to 

be held March 15-17 in Jerusalem • . 

The United States Government has long and actively supported 

the right of Soviet Jews and others to emigrate from the Soviet 

Union and their right to freely practice their cul.tural 

traditions within the USSR. Our effo+ts to aid these people 

include both diplomatic representations on ·behalf of those in 

the Soviet Union and humanitarian assistance to those who have 

succeeded in emigrating. These actions reflect the seriousness 

with which the plight of Soviet Jewry is regarded by- the 

President and the American public as a whole. ~ Soviet ~c:2=..Ls 
are 

Goue11i1Jel"l:@ ie"well aware of the firm United States commitment to 

human rights and the damage to US-Soviet relations caused by the 

present restrictive Sovie:t emigration pol.icy. 

The President shares your concerns and appreciates your 

invitation to the conference called to examine these issues. 

Although he will not be able to personally attend, a United 



---------

- 2 -

States Government delegation headed by Ambassador to the United 

Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick will be going to the conference. The 

attendance of Mrs. Kirkpatrick, a Cabinet-level official, 

demonstrates the importance which the President attaches to the 

cause of Soviet Jewry. 

Thank you again for your invitation. The U.S. Government 

will continue to work for our common goal of freer emigration 

for Soviet Jews and others in the USSR who seek to exercise 

their basic human right of freedom of movement. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Burt 



1627 

MEMORANJ>UM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

March 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL O. WHEELER 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY~'} 

SUBJECT: Invitation to the President to Attend Inter­
national Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Attached for your signature is a memo to Jerry B-remer regretting 
that the President will not be able to attend the International 
Conference on Soviet Jewry ~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign ::;)-erno at Tab I. 

Approve___ Disapprove __ _ 

Tab I 
Tab A 
Tab II 

Memo to Bremer 
Proposed letter 
State cover memo 



q, 
S/S 8306924 Jv 

United States Department~ 

JW.shington , D.C. 20520 ~ 

l; J j.' .-.. 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

1983 

SUBJECT: Invitation to the President to Attend International 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Mr. Yehezkel Pulerevitz, head of the Association of Zion 
Prisoners from USSR, based in Jerusalem, has sent a letter to 
the President, inviting him to attend the Third International 
Conference on Soviet Jewry ( "Brussels 3 11

), to be held in 
Jerusalem March 15-17, 1983. Attached for your approval is a 
proposed draft response to Mr. Pulerevitz, to be signed by 
Richard Burt, Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs, 
regretting the President's .. inability to attend but expressing 
continued USG support for the conference's goals of freer 
emigration from the USSR and the cessation of Soviet human 
rights abuses. 

Attachment: 
As stated. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20501 

March 14, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER, III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President on Soviet Jewry 

Flt.z -
166 · .J . 

We have reviewed and concur· that your suggested response to 
the· Association of Zion Prisoners from the USSR be signed by 
Thomas· W .. Simons, Jr •. , Direc.tor of the· Office of· Soviet Union 
Affairs. Please note minor changes in the text 6f the letter. · 

Attachments: 

Draft response 
Incoming letter 

~~ o.tU 
Michael O •. Wheeler 
Staff Secreta~ 



I 

DEPARrMENT OF STATE 
PROPOSED RESPONSE 

Dear Mr. Pulerevitch and Mr. Shtukarevitch: 

I . am writing in response to your letter of February 2 to 

President Reagan., which enclosed. a special pe-tition signed by 

delegates to the 1982 World Zionist Congress. 

The President shares the deep concern of: your Association 

for the plight of Soviet Jews and others unjustly imprisoned in 

. the Soviet Union. The- United States Government engages in 

efforts at all levels and in every appropriate diplomatic forum. 

to alleviate the· tragic s i tuatioq. of all political prisoners in 

the USSR. As- you may know, regarding the specific case of: 

Anatoliy Shcharanskiy, the Department of: State has maintained 

close contacts with members of: his family in order to coordinate 

our &fforts for maximum effectiveness. Notwithstanding Soviet 

intransigence· thus far, we contin,µe to hope for some improvement 
, 

in Mr. Shcharanskiy's· situation, · as. well as that of other Soviet 

prisoners ... 

u.,'"°~ 
Despite th& Soviet Oooernment's treatment of Mr. 

Shcharanskiy, and its repressiv& policies toward Jewish 

emigration in particular and human rights. in general, there are 

som& negotiations, such as thos& which seek strategic arms 

reductions,. in which we must participate. These and other 

issues vital to world peace and Western interests must be 

continuously addressed despite the Soviet Union's abysmal record 

on human rights. 



-2-

The question of the mode of travel for Soviet Jews who 

manage· to leave the USSR is not a matter that the United States 
o~S. 

can fruitfully discuss. with the- Soviet" Ce•+1ernment. The Soviets 

have cais·istently refused to discuss with us the emigrat~on of 

Jews to Israel, caitending that this. is outside the· legitimate 

scope, of U.S. interes.ts. While we shall persist in pressing for 
. . 

more liberal and flexible Sovie.t emigration practices, we cannot 

realistically expe.ct that the. Soviet authorities would be receptive 

to our raising the• matte·r of: direct· flights to Tel Aviv. Indeed 

the effort could well be· counterproductive, and we do not wish to 

jeopardize the operation of emig;ration procedure.·s already in place . 

We· wish your Associatiai. success in your e-fforts in support 

of Soviet political prisoners, and we look forward to continuing 

cooperation toward this common objective. 

s •ince·rely, 

Thomas w. Simons, Jr. 
Dire.ctor 
Office of Soviet Union Affairs 
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Assirey Zion -Association of Zion, Prisoners from USSR 

P.O.B. 26229, TEL-AVIV - 61 261 

Phone Cat day) 03-240526 

15 l119 'M1 

15 Frug Str. 

Date Ee.bJ:uar,)l.. 2, 19831,"lNJ'I 

The President of the United States of America, 
Mr. Ronald Reagan, 
Washington D.C. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Reagan, leader of the free world: 

61261 J1JN·',n ,26229 .1.n 
0) - 240526 - i111JV nlV'l.lJ ,CPJ : Jl!l'"' 

,J1VJ 5 - 7 nlV'l/J 'n,p n',Jp 
0) • 220780 - 1'l/1T.lM1 Jl'l/1'<1 D1 T.l 1J 

The Executive of Assi rey Zion - the Associatfon of Prisoners of Zion from USSR, hereby 
takes the 1 iberty of. foni1ardi ng to you the speci a 1 peti ti·on for which our members have 
obtained the signatures of 79% of the delegates of the World Zionist Congress, that 
took place in Jerusalem in December 1982. 

A·ll prisoners of Zion from the USSR · fully identify with the import of the said· petitior 
and for their part, have another two demands to present to the authorities of the 
Soviet Union: 

1. That Prisoner·of Zion Anatoli Scheranski, who is very ill and weak, be released 
forthwith, and 

2. That the Soviet government fly Jewish repatriates to Israel through di.rect Moscow-
Tel Aviv flights. 

We are enclosing with this l~tter a photocopy of your historic declaration in reply to 
the previous petition submitted to you by the Assirey Zion organization, signed 
personally by your own hand, along with the very important corrment by your Enbassy in 
Tel Aviv, to the effect that the declaration is made not only in your own name, 
Mr. President, but in the name of the whole American people. 

We are therefore now more confident than ever before that you will at once set in 
motion vigorous measures in line with the petition of the delegates to the Zionist 
Congress and the two demands set forth above. ·, · -·- -~ ·· . .. ..~ "--, / ' 

\. ~. ,. ' . , \ 

With all respect and admiration, ·, .. . t 
, .. ~ \ \ t 

-- . t : . 
!: .. _. 

Assirey Zion - Association of Zion Prisoners from USSR __ 1, • .-~ : • • 
.... .... . . / ! 

The Executive • . . i .. 

Yecheskel Pulerevitch, Chairman, 'fl~ \ · -. ....... ____ ./,_•'~--., 
Abraham Shtukarevitch - Vice Chairman. 4.~ ~ .• , : 
Memers: Cha~et Nachman, Charo Dov, Levitan Aizik, M?. i Nechemya, Friedman Abraham 
Krenik Cvi, Krinsky Abraham, Shperling Dov. 

1ar,~ 
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S/S 8307182 ~ 
United States Department of~ 

Washington, D.C. 20520 ~ 

(rPi 
---- LIIIJED OFFIGIAL US{~ 

March 12, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
_. ! THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President on Soviet Jewry 

The Association of Zion Prisoner~ from USSR, an Israeli 
organization which works on behalf of Soviet Jewish political 
prisoners, has sent to the 'President a volume of petitions asking 
that any US-Soviet negotiation be made conditional on the release 
of all such prisoners and the free "repatriation" of Soviet Jews to 
Israel. The letter also requests that the Anatoliy Shcharanskiy 
case be raised with the Soviets and that we ask the Soviets to 
permit direct Moscow-Tel Aviv flights for Jewish emigrants. 

The proposed response (attached), to be signed by Thomas w. 
Simons, Jrr, Director of the Office of Soviet Union Affairs, 
assures the Association of U.S. sympathy with their goals but 
politely turns down the request that all US-Soviet talks cease 
until Soviet Jewry issues are resolved. The reply also points 
out our continuing efforts on behalf of Shcharanskiy and the 
ineffectiveness of our raising the matter of direct flights to 
Israel with the Soviets. 

Enclosure: 
As stated. 

- LIMITED lflll USf -
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3. NOScow•~ AUTl-~lONIST COMMITTEE: APPEARAHCES AND REALIT?tl 

Th• creation of an •Anti-iioniat ColRllittee of' soviet 
soci•ty• ia al1i10at certainl) a pr•ludv to more inten•• t•pre1• 
aion of soviet Jewa who •••k to wai9rate or to maintain their 
link• vith Je'-ta outa.iae the USSR. ';'b«.: regill1v is nov much 1••• 
likely to follow through on it• reported intentiun t.o &&ke life 
•••i•r for Jews who acce1,>t their atatua •-• &vv iet c:itiaena • 

• • • 
Simultan~oual~ w1th the creation of the Anti-iioniat 

Coamittev in Koacow on April 21, • Leningra~ paper publiahed a 
.. crude anti-~~1:1itic attack on the local refuaer.ik comaunit}·. The 

article rejected the concept of a Jeviab culture, nation, or 
apiritual cocmunity and warn•~ that Jewish activitiea--includin9 
contact• with Jewiah ~roupa abroad--would be suuject to l•~•l 
pr_oaecu_t ion. 

Meanwhile, according to a Jeviab aource, a recent apeaker 
before the USSR supreme Court ••id Jewiab activi»ta would be 
dealt vith harshly. He claimed, however, that the en~ of 
emigration vould be b•lanced by atev• to reintegrate Jewa into 
soviet ■ ociety, p•rticularly by 111 .. rovinCJ their •cc••• to h1tb•r 
education and better jo~ ■• Tb• apeaker, deacribed aa • •con­
aultant• to the supr~we court, gay have ~een ~rovidin9 Part~ 
9uidance on how to prosecute ca••• involviny •zioniat• 
activitiva. 

The re9im~ will probably not do ■uc:h to ch•ng• dl•cri•!Aa­
tory polic:ie■ and ant·i-Seaitic attitude• beyoud ainglin9 01it & 
few •good• Jvwa f~r f~vored treatgent. The re9i»• e¥ideDtly 
intend■ , for example, to· iaolate Jeva froa fr i~nda and aup­
poctera a~road. Hor~over, in• recent public diacuaalon of 
nationality relations in the USSR, Andropov couapicuoualy failed 
to u&~ an ovportunit:; to tei,eat ·Dre~hnev•u concle=nat1on of 
antl-Se■itia■ at the 26th Party Con~t•••· 

With emigration down to a trickle tor ovet a year and 
d•tente in diaarray, Jew■ have little hove for •migration in tbe 
1hort-terr:i. Purthenioce, the form~tion of the Anti-Zionist 
Committee raiaea the posaibility that policy on egi9ration vill 
be .f orgulated in'-ependently of relation• with the United State• 
and that the Andropov regiae intend• to cut the link•v• betwNa 
••i9ratio11 and detente. Thua, even if OS-soviet relat.iona 
improve, incr.••••d emigration will not necesaar ily follov. 
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