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February 25, 1983

Mr. William Clark
NSC - 01d Executive Office Building
Washington DC 20506

Dear Mr. Clark:

As you well know, Soviet Jewish emigration
has virtually ground to a halt. Less well
publicized, however, is the almost equally total
disruption of the unofficial Jewish cultural-
relgious educational activities during recent
months. The last private Jewish self-education
groups are being forcibly eliminated.

In this connection, the arrest on November 6,
1982 of Dr. Joseph Begun, a towering figure in the
Jewish cultural movement, should be noted. He has
been interrogated for almost four months now, and
KGB officials have informed his wife that a major
trial is being prepared against him. In Begun's
words, reported by his son Boris, "Let no one be
mistaken. If my activities are represented as
hostile to the Soviet regime, it will be a trial of
Jewish culture."”

We are aware of the rather limited options
open to the Administration in the present state of
U.S.-Soviet relations. Nonetheless, we believe in
the possibility that a signal from the
Administration in regard to this significant man may
help diminish the length and severity of his
sentence, which could total 12 years of imprisonment

and exile under Article 70 of the RSFSR Criminal
Code.

In general, we are deeply concerned that the
question of the maintenance of minimal Jewish self-
education facilities is less well understood in
Washington than emigration. While emigration must
remain first priority, the neglect of Soviet Jewish
cultural rights in future Soviet-American discussion
would be a great tragedy. Even worse would be a
deal on emigration alone to their exclusion. We are
not even demanding the facilities available to all

A Constituent Member of the North American Jewish Students Appeal



other Soviet minorities. But on the absolute minimum of non-
harassment of unofficial Jewish self-education groups and support
literature there can be no further compromise.

I have sent similar letters to Mssrs. Eagleburger and
Abrams at the State Department. I look forward to your
response.

Sincerely yours,

L ) /
Lacel .. W g
Jacob Birnbaum
National Director
JB:ae
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
RN DT March 3, 1983
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY
HOWARD TEICHER

SUBJECT: The Third International Conference on Soviet
Jewry

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held
in Jerusalem from March 15-17, 1983. As you may recall, the
National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the
President send a video-taped message of three-to-five minute
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session. Originally,
we advised against a video-taped message from the President
because of the often rowdy character of these sorts of
conferences and the expectation that the participants would
react discourteously.

The National Conference has stated that other Western European
leaders are waiting to see if President Reagan will send a
video-taped message before commiting themselves to sending
something similar. It is expected that if the President does
not send a message, the other Western leaders will follow his
example. For this reason, we believe that the original decision
should be reversed (i.e., that a schedule proposal be sent to
Bill Sadleir requesting that a video tape be made). The
Department of State concurgwith this position.

Given the ten-day time constraint on submission of schedule
propocsals, we seek your guidance as to viability of this
suggestion.

RECOMMENDATION

That a schedule proposal be forwarded for a Presidential
video-taping session.

Approve Disapprove

DECLASSIFED
psstnortty, NEC Waivey

-CONPIRRNEIAT, 'I'_____W‘J'J- ' DATE__L_L@ 18[7019

Declassify on: OADR
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 8301437 G

S REFERRAL DATE: 11 APR 83

MEMORANDUM FOR: DODIE LIVINGSTON

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT
SOURCE: DULZIN, ARYE L
DATE: 23 MAR 83
KEYWORDS: USSR HUMAN RIGHTS
AP
SUBJ: THANK YOU FOR PRES MSG TO THIRD WORLD CONF ON SOVIET JEWRY

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR YOUR INFORMATION

DUEDATE:

COMMENTS :

AL & T en

FOR MICHAEL O WHEELER

STAFF SECRETARY

DECLASSIFIED /Re\ease d
puationy NCR - 110-12:31.3- 77
ov_dY_wwaoue 318209
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March 23, 1983. Chaivman o/‘ the Executive

Mr. Ronald Reagan,

President of the United States,
White House,

Washington D.C.

U S8, A,

Dear Mr. President:

As Chairman of the Presidium of the Third World Conference on
Soviet Jewry, held in Jerusalem March 15 to 17, 1983, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your firm and
encouraging message which Ambassador Kirkpatrick delivered on
your behalf to the 1,500 delegates convened at the opening night.

It was particularly heartening for the Conference, and for World
Jewry, and indeed, for the entire free world, to know that
active concern for Soviet Jewry is integral to the national
interest and the foreign policy of the United States.

It was also important for the new Soviet leader to hear, from
Jerusalem, of your personal care and concern for the rights of
Soviet Jews.

Finally, yours was a much-needed message of hope for Soviet
Jews undergoing at this time trials and tribulations because of
their desire to join their families in their historic homeland -
Israel.

For sending to us Ambassador Kirkpatrick, and for your powerful
message, we are grateful to you.

Sincerely vyours,

- w,g/ae\easw\

myéL Dulzin, K'_\
NL?_ ﬂo,‘lll Chairman, Executive

’ \

5 a\g\@\g World Zionist Organization.

Jerusalem 91920, P.O.B. 92. Telephone 241222, Telex 25236, Cables: Zionit
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
—CONPIDENTFAL— March 3, 1983
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK

DECLASSIFIED

THROUGH : CHARLES P. TYSON Autiorty__D0S [NSC MZ“"“'{
FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY ] gy N 2 |

SUBJECT: Presidential Videotape for Third International
Conference on Soviet Jewry

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by

= Jewish community leadership will attend.

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the
President send a videotaped message of three-five minutes
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session . They have
indicated that the President's willingness to prepare a message
would also have an important impact on other Western governments
who are now considering their level of participation at the
three-day conference (see letters, Tab B). Attached at Tab II
is a Schedule Proposal from you to William Sadleir requesting
that a videotape be made. At Tab I is a memorandum from you to
the President which forwards the proposed Presidential message
(Tab A). The text of the message has been cleared by speech-

writers.
State (Eagleburger) and Howard Teiche oncur.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President, and
the schedule proposal at Tab II to William Sadleir.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments:
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letters from National Conference on Soviet
Jewry, February 18 and March 2, 1983
Tab B Proposed Presidential message
Tab II Proposed schedule proposal

NanTaces Ffvv Ame AAND
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

“CONFIPDENTFAL-

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK

SUBJECT: Videotape for Third International Conference on
Soviet Jewry

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by
Jewish community leadership will attend.

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that you
send a videotaped message of three-five minutes duration to be
broadcasted at the opening session (see letters at Tab B). They
have indicated that your willingness to prepare such a message
will have a significant impact on other Western governments who
are now considering their level of participation at the
conference.

At Tab A is a proposed message on Soviet Jewry. The text has
been cleared by speechwriters.

RECOMMENDATION

Ok No

That you prepare a videotape for the opening session
of the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry.

Attachments:
Tab A Proposed text for videotape.
Tab B Letters from National Conference on Soviet Jewry,
dated February 18 and March 2, 1983
DECLASSIRED
PR Prepared by:
Authortty gggyﬁi&gx.-, Paula Dobriansky
oW nnaomme BUBD19
“CONFIDENTIAL

Declassify on: OADR



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET

JEWRY

I want to express to you my deep concern for the
tragic plight of the Soviet Jews. The issue of Soviet Jewry is
of high priority to this Administration just as it is to you who
are gathered at this Third International Conference on Soviet
Jewry. We have stated repeatedly that active concern for human
rights in general is integral to our national interest and our
foreign policy. The rights of Soviet Jews, in particular, are
and will remain in the forefront of U.S. human rights.

Such Soviet actions as denying Soviet Jews their freedom to
emigrate are an affront to all of us who cherish individual
1igerties. Unfortunately, the situation continues to worsen.
The rate of emigration has plummeted, instances of harassment
have increased, and new applicants are regularly denied exit
visas. The world community must intensify its effort to stem
and reverse these trends. In this effort, I can assure you that
the United States will continue to play a leadership role.

The tragic plight of Soviet Jews, however, is not solely
limited to unreasonable visa denials and harassment of would-be
emigrants and refuseniks. Their persecution has continued and
has reached its current level primarily as a result of official
government policies. We are told that many talented young Jews
cannot gain admission to institutions of higher learning, and

cannot secure jobs commensurate with their education and
DECLASSIRED /Released
authortty NLR-V10 =173\
ev_ON__araoate_3}1812019




experience. Under the guise of anti-Zionism, the Soviet press
frequently publishes slanderous articles and books deriding
Jewish culture, traditions and religion. Despite the rights
enumerated in the Soviet Constitution and despite the fact that
the Soviet Union is a signatory to such international agreements
as the Helsinki Accords, Soviet Jews are not permitted to study
about their own culture and the Hebrew language.

Clearly, the intolerance of Soviet authorities violates
both the letter and spirit of relevant international agreements.
For this reason we must persist in our efforts. Let Jews in the
Soviet Union -- refuseniks, prisoners of conscience or citizens
seeking to maintain their human dignity -- know that we will not
forget them and that we will firmly support their just cause.

. My Administration remains firmly committed to do everything
possible to assist the emigration of Jews and others who wish to
live outside the Soviet Union and to bring before the eyes of
the world the Soviet Union's continued unfair refusal to grant
its citizens the basic human rights to which men and women
everywhere justly aspire.

Western political leaders must convince their Soviet
counterparts that a more flexible and humane approach to the
questions of freedom of movement and fundamental rights is in
the Soviet interest. U.S. officials will continue to discuss
individual cases of visa denials, harassment, and family

reunification with their Soviet counterparts. Moreover, the



plight of Soviet Jews will remain an integral issue on the
agenda of such international forums as the Madrid Review
Meeting on CSCE and the meeting of the United Nations Human
Rights Commission.

The Soviet Union, therefore, should know that this issue
will remain an essential component of security and cooperation
in Europe and of major concern to freedom loving people every-
where. Our unwavering stance has been that durable progress in
East-West relations overall cannot be achieved without
concurrent progress in human rights, particularly that of
emigration and family reunification.

We will continue to encourage the Soviet Union to live up
to the international standards it has freely accepted in a
seéies-of solemn agreements -- especially on the freedom of
movement and fundamental rights of Soviet Jews. Our commitment
to basic human rights is borne by the spirit of freedom which is
the breath of our democratic society. 1In refusing to accept
Soviet mistreatment of its own citizens, we believe that actions
by concerned citizens of other countries are extremely important.
In saluting your meeting, I recognize that governments and
private citizens are engaged in a common struggle for the rights
of men and women everywhere. We stand with you and hope to
achieve much together.

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful meeting.
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'National Conference on SovietJewry

Choirmon
Theodore R. Mann March 2, 1983

Vice-Chairpersons

Roben B. Goldmann, New York City
Robbl Dovid Hill, Notional Council
of Young Isroel

Donald Lefton, Miami

Rita Solberg, Anti-Defomation Leogue President Ronald Reagan

Nan Wood, Nationol Coum:llcifJegfﬂs‘zmn\)(;‘cﬁn"e‘f'\1 The ‘.Jhlte Houge
N Washington, D.C. 20500
Mervin Riseman, American Jewish Committee
Finonciol Secretary Dear Mr. President:
Bobbie Abrams, Council of Jewish Federations
Secetory Pursuant to our earlier correspondence concerning a

Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORT
Immediote Past Choirmaon
Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles

videotaped message from yourself to be broadcast at the
Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry, we very

Executive Director much hope that our request will meet with your approval.
Jerry Goodmon
Wowgg;?f’:::; As we notéd, five hundred Jewish leaders and other
Executive Committee Amefi?an supporters of SoYi?t Jewry,.including elected
(In Addition to the Officers) officials, clergy, academicians, artists and writers,
Roslyn K. Brecher, Hodassoh will join with delegates from several dozen other countries
Ludile Brotman, San Diego . . s
Dr. Robert O. Freedman, Baltimore in the Free World to express support and solidarity for
Robbl David 50‘:;‘;?'::0295,'“?‘;9&5 the beleaguered Soviet Jewish minority. Your message :
- 1 . ron . . .
- Jutes Lippert, UzonofAmericon would serve as eloquent testimony to the priority your -
. Hebrew Congregotions ini i is 1 i 1
Eiine Psel, Holyeoed, Flo. I_\dmuustratlon has accorded thu_s important humanitarian
Edword Robin, Los Angeles issue, and would be warmly received not only by Conference
Herben Rosenthal, Dolias delegates but all who look to the United States as the
Danie! Rubin, en County, N.J. ; . s s
Joseph Smukler, Philodelphio foremost international defender of basic human rights and
Joel ). Sprayregen, Chicogo i .
Will Stem, Jewish Labor Commitiee / liberties.
Workmen's Circle
Robbi Joseph Stemstein, Americon Zionist Indeed, your willingness to prepare a message would
Federation . .
Moarda Welnberg, Washington, D.C. also have an amportant impact on other Western governments,
Former Chairmen including the British, who are now considering their level
E Gold, Jerusol s 2 z
Lobe! Kotz * (gecec . Bl Bith of participation at the three-day Conference.
'dMoSmnley H. Lowell, New York City
s ass, Amesdcon Jewish Commitee We thank you for your consideration of this matter

George Maislen,*
United Synagogue of Americo and look forward to a favorable reply.
Rabbl Isroel Miller, *
Amervican Zionist Federation
Robbi Herschel Schacter, ® Respectfully,

Religious Zionists of Americo
Lewis H. Welnstein,* Boston "1,
* Americon Jewish sg:nlefence . b - L
et J - . 5 5
ks E:lo;::g Theodore R. Mann, Chairman Jul/ius Berman, Chairman
Marvin E. Frankel, Notionol Lowyers National Conference on Soviet Conference of Presidents
cm“eehs;og:l;ﬁ:;r? Jewry of Major American Jewish
Washington Advisory Commitiee Organizations
Betty Golomb, Commission on Education \ 6\.“&
Chadorte Jocobson, /
Soviet Jewry Research Bureau mcum e'e e’
Dr. Seymour Lochman, Greater New York : - “]- -~
Conference ome{ Jewry Austhority,
Jacque evine,
Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry gy dU wo t ‘q
Bermnard White, ——————
Washington Advisory Commitiee

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations
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February 18, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will
take place in Jerusalem from March 15-17, 1983. Two previous
conferences, held in Brussels in 1971 and 1976, were historic
events in the annals of Western advocacy on behalf of Soviet
Jewry, each bringing together delegates from several dozen
countries.

The Jerusalem Conference, like its predecessors, will
involve major figures from political life, arts and sciences,
academia, jurisprudence and many other fields, joined by
Jewish community leadership and other supporters from around
the world. Several hundred Americans-will be among the delegates

The aims of the Conference are threefold: 1) to express
international solidarity with the Jewish minority in the Soviet
Union, 2) to protest vigorously the closing of the emigration
gates, the pervasive anti-Semitism, and the unrelenting harass-
ment of Jewish cultural and religious expression in the U.S.S.R.,
and 3) to call upon the conscience of the world at large con-
cerning the flagrant violations of the human rights of two
million Soviet Jews.

Aware that your schedule does not permit your personal
attendance at the Conference, we would like to request a
videotaped message of 3-5 minutes' duration, to be broad-
cast at the opening session. Such a message would underscore
still further to the international community the importance
our Government attaches to the fate of Soviet Jewry. We would,
of course, assume all expenses associated with the videotaping.

Please have a member of your staff contact, David Harris,
director of our Washington Office, for any additional informatios

Respectfully,

T Man.

Theodore R. Mann
Chairman, National Conference
on Soviet Jewry

Ll ins

lius Berman
Chairman, Conference of
Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations
National Office- 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907. New York. N.Y. 10016 © (212) 679-6122/Cable Address AMCONSOV NY e Telex 237344 NCSI
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CONFIDENTH- 17
1363
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

WILLIAM K. SADLEIR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

WILLIAM P. CLARK
Presidential Message on Soviet

Videotape:
Jewry

To reaffirm the President's personal concern
about the plight of Soviet Jewry -- the
decline in emigration, recent incidents of
harassment, and the inability to learn about
their culture and language.

The Third International Conference on Soviet
Jewry will be held in Jerusalem from March
15-17, 1983. The National Conference on
Soviet Jewry has requested that the President
send a videotaped message of three-five
minutes duration to be broadcasted at the
opening session. His willingness to prepare
a message would have an important impact on
other Western governments who are now
considering their level of participation at
the conference. A message from the President
would be well-received domestically (Jewish-
American organizations) and internationally.

None

ore March 12, 1983

The ZvZ?fw?flce

The President

DURATIO%: 3-5 minutes

Videotape session

Presidential Message on Soviet Jewry to be
provided by NSC.

None

State, White House Public Liaison Office,
NSC

NONE

William P. Clark

Authority_NSC Wa )
N mraoue ;{;‘;g‘zf o9

e e | = 1 o WL P
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

—:ﬁﬁﬁffzggéééé March 4, 1983

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM K. SADLEIR
FROM: CHARLES P. TYSON

SUBJECT: Presidential Videotape for Third International
Conference on Soviet Jewry

Attached is an advance copy of a Schedule Proposal requesting
that the President before March 12 videotape a message to be
presented at the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry
to be held in Jerusalem, March 15-17. The submission of this
proposal does not conform to the ten-day ruling for the
following reasons:

- Among the Soviet and Middle East experts in the various
agencies, strong differences existed as to whether or not
the President should consent to deliver a videotaped
message. Time was needed to iron out these difficulties.
In fact, the White House Public Liaison Office had to
request that the National Conference on Soviet Jewry write
a letter clearly explaining the reasons why the President
should videotape his message. Their letter of explanation
arrived only yesterday, March 3.

- Moreover, due to the sensitivity of the issue and the
location of the Conference (Jerusalem), additional time had
to be spent on carefully revising the text of the
President's message which needed to go forward with the
Schedule Proposal.

DE B
“sovquvc.
p e ANB[Z0\
Y
Attachment “/m
~CONEIDENTFATL

Declassify on: OADR
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON /gﬁ?

MEMORANDUM MARCH 3, 1983

(L

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

TO: WILLIAM CLARK«?’

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

EVENT: Video taped message to the Third International
Conference on Soviet Jewry convening in
Jerusalem

DATE: Conference to be held March 15, 1983

LOCATION: Taping from the White House

BACKGROUND: See attached

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:

Accept Regret Surrogate Message Other
Priority
Routine

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:

RESPONSE DUE  agap TO Fred Ryan




(0 MATICNAL cchrECE“c& CF SCVIET
o~ 1% ELST W0 ST
NEh YORK NY 10016

§=0U3J5B5049 02/18/83 ICS PrMIZ2 CSF KKSA (
212 796122 MGV TDMT NE RK NY §159 02«18 0U06P EST ¢ (
fl// s.

)zJ[‘ (ZL R\ L' )ffvfp % o
_.fv' '6 [") ,{0
PRESIDENT RONALD REACGAN 4£
ek

WHITE HOLSE
WASKINGTCN DC 20500

DEAR MR FRESIDENT

EECALSE CF YOUR CEEP CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE PARTICULAR
PLIGFT OF JEwWS IN THE SOVIET UNICN, WE WCULD LIKF 70 HAVE THIS
ADMINISTRATION REPRESENTED AT THE FORIHCCMING THIRD INTERNATICONAL
CONFERENCE ON SCVIET JEwRY, CONVENING_JN JERUSALEM MARCH 15, WE
UNCERSTAND THAT YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FERSONALLY ATTEND THIS
KISTCRIC GATHERING, BUT WE HCPE AN AFPROFRIATE CABINET LEVEL
REPRESENTATIVE CAN OPEN THE PRCCEECINGS _JN_ADDJJJDN*_t&_ﬁnﬁﬁlﬂiﬂTa
YOUR PERSONAL SEANTIMENTS CAN-BE--CONVEYED_TO MORE THAN 1,000 CELEGATES
VI£ ¢ VICED TAPFC MESSAGE, TCGETKER WITH THOSE OF OTFER FEADS CF
STATE, TRIS WOULLC BE ONE OF THE MOST IMPCRTANT COMPONENTS OF THE
CONFERENCE,

WE AKRE ACPEFUL THIS REGUEST wILL BE FILLED, AND WE LCOK FORWARD 7O
hORKING ®ITH YCOUR ASSOCIATES TO FACILITATE TKIS UNDEKTAKING,

RESPECTFLLLY

THEOCORE R MANN CHAIRMAN NATJONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
JULTUS BERMAN CHAIRMAN CONFERENCE CF PRESIDENTS OF MAJCR AMERICAN

—_ JEWRISK ORGANIZATIONS

16:0€ EST

MGMCCMP



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND :

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE:

LOCATION:
PARTICIPANTS:
OUTLINE OF EVENT:

REMARKS:

MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:
OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

—CONEIDENTIAL—

Declassify on: OADR
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON March 4, tﬁ?
ey
WILLIAM K. SADLEIR natd_—

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

WILLIAM P. CLARK Uﬁ'

Videotape: Presidential Message on Soviet

Jewry

To reaffirm the President's personal concern

-about the plight of Soviet Jewry -- the

decline in emigration, recent incidents of
harassment, and the inability to learn about
their culture and language.

The Third International Conference on Soviet
Jewry will be held in Jerusalem from March
15-17, 1983. The National Conference on
Soviet Jewry has requested that the President
send a videotaped message of three-five
minutes duration to be broadcasted at the
opening session. His willingness to prepare
a message would have an important impact on
other Western governments who are now
considering their level of participation at
the conference. A message from the President
would be well-received domestically (Jewish-
American organizations) and internationally.

None
Before March 12, 1983 DURATION: 3-5 minutes

(Only if taping session is

The Oval Office already scheduled)

The President
Videotape session

Presidential Message on Soviet Jewry to be
provided by NSC.

None

State, White House Public Liaison Office,
NSC

NONE

wWilliam P. Clark
‘X waww "

wmore 3K\

—PAMEREMTH—



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON-

March 4, 1983

Per JMP:
#1303 - Schedule Proposal
At Tab ITI of the Schedule Proposal

under the Date add: only if a
taping session is already scheduled.

o ttlf?ﬁ*’.ﬂur klm

W
<

Florence,

:

Am leaving the attached
since JMP requested we "Hold here
the memo to the President" and
simply send the Schedule Proposal
out today -- which I have done.

klm, 3/4
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

—CONEIDENTIAF— March 3, 1983

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK _ﬂ&
THROUGH : CHARLES P. TYSO

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKYr\v

SUBJECT: Presidential Videotape for Third International

Conference on Soviet Jewry

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by
Jewish community leadership will attend.

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the
President send a videotaped message of three-five minutes
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session . They have
indicated that the President's willingness to prepare a message
would also have an important impact on other Western governments
who are now considering their level of participation at the
three-day conference (see letters, Tab B). Attached at Tab II
is a Schedule Proposal from you to William Sadleir requesting
that a videotape be made. At Tab I is a memorandum from you to
the President which forwards the proposed Presidential message
(Tab A). The text of the message has been cleared by speech-

writers.
State (Eagleburger) and Howard Teiche oncur.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President, and
the schedule proposal at Tab II to William Sadleir.

Approve Jl/ o Disapprove
a4 o~ A«
Attachments: ~
Wl M “’ffww DL
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letters from National Conference on Soviet
Jewry, February 18 and March 2, 1983
Tab B Proposed Presidential message
Tab II Proposed schedule proposal DECLASSIFIED

Auiodty_NSC/DOS Walvev
Declassify on: OADR BV,;IE_N‘RADATE_&\_&LZAQ
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
~CONFPIDENTEAET—
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK

SUBJECT: Videotape for Third International Conference on
Soviet Jewry

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. The Conference's goals
are threefold: 1) to express international solidarity with
Soviet Jews, 2) to protest the drop in emigration and the
increased harassment of Jews, and 3) to call international
attention to Soviet human rights violations. Figures from
political life, the arts and sciences, and academia joined by
Jewish community leadership will attend.

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that you
send a videotaped message of three-five minutes duration to be
broadcasted at the opening session (see letters at Tab B). They
have indicated that your willingness to prepare such a message
will have a significant impact on other Western governments who
are now considering their level of participation at the
conference.

At Tab A is a proposed message on Soviet Jewry. The text has
been cleared by speechwriters.

RECOMMENDATION

oK No

That you prepare a videotape for the opening session
of the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry.

Attachments:

Tab A Proposed text for videotape.

Tab B Letters from National Conference on Soviet Jewry,
dated February 18 and March 2, 1983
ﬁﬂm ey Prepared by:

Ngc,v\hw . Paula Dobriansky
“”"3 — 2\\%l209
) gy‘! _NARA :
“CONEIDENTIAL—

Declassify on: OADR



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET

JEWRY

I want to express to you my deep concern for the
tragic plight of the Soviet Jews. The issue of Soviet Jewry is
of high priority to this Administration just as it is to you who
are gathered at this Third.International Conference on Soviet
Jewry. We have stated repeatedly that active concern for human
rights in general is integral to our national interest and our
foreign policy. The rights of Soviet Jews, in particular, are
and will remain in the forefront of U.S. human rights.

Such Soviet actions as denying Soviet Jews their freedém to
emigrate are an affront to all of us who cherish individual
liberties. Unfortunately, the situation continues to worsen.
The rate of emigration has plummeted, instances of harassment
have increased, and new applicants are regularly denied exit
visas. The world community must intensify its effort to stem
and reverse these trends. In this effort, I can assure you that
the United States will continue to play a leadership role.

The tragic plight of Soviet Jews, however, is not solely
limited to unreasonable visa denials and harassment of would-be
emigrants and refuseniks. Their persecution has continued and
has reached its current level primarily as a result of official
government policies. We are told that many talented young Jews
cannot gain admission to institutions of higher learning, and

cannot secure jobs commensurate with their education and



experience. Under the guise of anti-Zionism, the Soviet press
frequently publishes slanderous articles and books deriding
Jewish culture, traditions and religion. Despite the rights
enumerated in the Soviet Constitution and despite the fact that
the Soviet Union is a signatory to such international agreements
as the ﬁelsinki Accords, Soviet Jews are not permitted to study
about their own culture and the Hebrew language.

Clearly, the intolerance of Soviet authorities violates
both the letter and spirit of relevant international agreements.
For this reason we must persist in our efforts. -Let Jews in the
Soviet Union -- refuseniks, prisoners of conscience or citizens
seeking to maintain their human dignity =-- know that we will not
forget them and that we will firmly support their just cause.

My Administration remains firmly committed to do everything
possible to assist the emigration of Jews and others who wish to
live outside the Soviet Union and to bring before the eyes of
the world the Soviet Union's continued unfair refusal to grant
its citizens the basic human rights to which men and women
everywhere justly aspire.

Western political leaders must convince their Soviet
counterparts that a more flexible aﬁd humane approach to the
questions of freedom of movement and fundamental rights is in
the Soviet interest. U.S. officials will continue to discuss
individual cases of visa denials, harassment, and family

reunification with their Soviet counterparts. Moreover, the



plight of Soviet Jews will remain an integral issue on the
agenda of such international forums as the Madrid Review
Meeting on CSCE and the meeting of the United Nations Human
Rights Commission.

The Soviet Union, therefore, should know that this issue
will remain an essential component of security and cooperation
in Europe and of major concern to freedom loving people every¥
where. Our unwavering stance has been that durable progress in
East-West relations overall cannot be achieved without
concurrent progress in human rights, particularly that of
emigration and family reunification.

We will continue to encourage the Soviet Union to live up
to the international standards it has freely accepted in a
series of solemn agreements =-- especially on the freedom of
movement and fundamental rights of Soviet Jews. Our commitment
to basic human rights is borne by the spirit of freedom which is
the breath of our democratic society. In refusing to accept
Soviet mistreétment of its own citizens, we believe that actions
by concerned citizens of other countries are extremely important.
In saluting your meeting, I recognize that governments and
private citizens are engaged in a common struggle for the rights
of men and women everywhere. We stand with you and hope to
achieve much together.

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful meeting.
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é lius Berman

February 18, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will
take place in Jerusalem from March 15-17, 1983. Two previous
conferences, held in Brussels in 1971 and 1976, were historic
events in the annals of Western advocacy on behalf of Soviet
Jewry, each br1ng1ng together delegates from several dozen
countries.

The Jerusalem Conference, like its predecessors, will
involve major figures from political life, arts and sciences,
academia, jurisprudence and many other fields, joined by
Jewish community leadership and other supporters from around
the world. Several hundred Americans will be among the delegates.

The aims of the Conference are threefold: 1) to express
international solidarity with the Jewish minority in the Soviet
Union, 2) to protest vigorously the closing of the emigration
gates, the pervasive anti-Semitism, and the unrelenting harass—
ment of Jewish cultural and religious expression in the U.S.S.R.,
and 3) to call upon the conscience of the world at large con-
cerning the flagrant violations of the human rights of two
million Soviet Jews.

Aware that your schedule does not permit your personal
attendance at the Conference, we would like to request a
videotaped message of 3-5 minutes' duration, to be broad-
cast at the opening session. Such a message would underscore
still further to the international community the importance
our Government attaches to the fate of Soviet Jewry. We would,
of course, assume all expenses associated with the videotaping.

Please have a member of your staff contact, David Harris,
director of our Washington Office, for any additional information.

Respectfully,

/?. /k[& Aim

Theodore R. Mann
Chairman, National Conference
on Soviet Jewry

Chairman, Conference of
Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations

National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10016 ¢ (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. ¢ Telex: 237311 NC3J
Wachinatan Offica. 2N27 Macnchikarrs Aveniie N W Wachinatan D C 20034 o (202) 245-8114 L~



National ConferenceonSovietJewry

Chairman
Theodore R. Mann

Vice-Chairpersons

Robert B. Goldmann, New York City

Rabbi David Hill, National Council

of Young Israel

Donaid Lefton, Miami

Rita Salberg, Anti-Defamation League

of B'nai B'rith

Nan Wood, National Council of Jewish Women
Treasurer

Mervin Riseman, American Jewish Committee

Financial Secretary

Jobbie Abrams, Council of Jewish Federations
Secretary

Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORT
Immediate Past Chairman

Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles

Executive Director

Jerry Goodman

Washington Director

David A. Harris

Executive Committee

(In Addition to the Officers)

Roslyn K. Brecher, Hadassah

Ludlle Brotman, San Diego

Dr. Robert O. Freedman, Baltimore
Rabbi David Goldstein, New Orleans
Philip Lax, B'nai B'rith

Jules Lippert, Union of American

Hebrew Congregations

Elaine Pittell, Hollywood, Fla.

Edward Robin, Los Angeles

Herbert Rosenthal, Dallas

Daniel Rubin, en County, N.J.
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia

Joel J. Sprayregen, Chicago

Will Stem, Jewish Labor Committee /
Workmen's Circle

Rabbi Joseph Stemstein, American Zionist
Federation

Marcia Weinberg, Washington, D.C.
Former Chairmen

Eugene Gold, Jerusalem

Label Katz, * (deceased), B'nai B'rith
Stanley H. Lowell, New York City

Richard Maass, American Jewish Committee

Maislen, *
United Synagogue

of America
Rabbi Israel Miller, *
American Zionist Federation
Rabbi Herschel Schacter, *
Religious Zionists of America
Lewis H. Weinstein, * Boston

* American Jewish Conference

on Soviet Jewry

Ex-Officio

Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers
Committee for Soviet Jewry

Sol Goldstein,

Washington Advisory Committee

Betty Golomb, Commission on Education
Charlotte Jacobson,

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau

Dr. Seymour Lachman, Greater New York
Conference on Soviet Jewry

Jacqueline K. Levine,

Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry
Bernard White,

Washington Advisory Committee

March 2, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Pursuant to our earlier correspondence concerning a
videotaped message from yourself to be broadcast at the
Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry, we very
much hope that our request will meet with your approval.

As we notéd, five hundred Jewish leaders and other
American supporters of Soviet Jewry, including elected
officials, clergy, academicians, artists and writers,
will  join with delegates from several dozen other countries
in the Free World to express support and solidarity for
the beleaguered Soviet Jewish minority. Your message
would serve as eloquent testimony to the priority your
Administration has accorded this important humanitarian
issue, and would be warmly received not only by Conference
delegates but all who look to the United States as the
foremost international defender of basic human rights and
liberties.

Indeed, your willingness to prepare a message would
also have an amportant impact on other Western governments,
including the British, who are now considering their level
of participation at the three-day Conference.

We thank you for your consideration of this matter
and look forward to a favorable reply.

Respectfully,

TP N e

Theodore R. Mann, Chairman Jul/ius Berman, Chairman

National Conference on Soviet Conference of Presidents

Jewry of Major American Jewish
Organizations

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations
National Office: 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10016 ¢ (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. ¢ Telex: 237311 NCY

Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 * (202) 265-8114
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THE WHITE HOUSE

March 4, 1983

WASHINGTON

WILLIAM K. SADLEIR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

WILLIAM P. CLARK Uﬁ'
Videotape: Presidential Message on Soviet
Jewry

To reaffirm the President's personal concern
about the plight of Soviet Jewry =-- the
decline in emigration, recent incidents of
harassment, and the inability to learn about
their culture and language.

The Third International Conference on Soviet
Jewry will be held in Jerusalem from March
15-17, 1983. The National Conference on
Soviet Jewry has requested that the President
send a videotaped message of three-five
minutes duration to be broadcasted at the
opening session. His willingness to prepare
a message would have an important impact on
other Western governments who are now
considering their level of participation at
the conference. A message from the President
would be well-received domestically (Jewish-
American organizations) and internationally.

None

1983 DURATION: 3-5 minutes
(Only if taping session is

already scheduled)

Before March 12,
The Oval Office
The Président
Videotape session

Presidential Message on Soviet Jewry to be
provided by NSC. '

None

State, White House Public Liaison Office,
NSC

NONE

William P. Clark

~FONFIREFH
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

March 4, 1983

Brian,

Please add these attachments
to Log No. 1437 (3/3/83).

Thanks, b cii

V.
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THE WHITE HOQUSE
WASHINGTON: : J}’ 457
MEMORANDUM ; ’ | MARCH 3, 1983
TO: WILLIAM CEARK o\ ((
FROM: FREDERICEK J. I@ » JR., DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL. APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING
SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR: RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST' UNDER CONSIDERATION=
EVENT= A Videa taped message to the Third International
Conference o Soviet Jewry convening in
Jerusalem
DATE=  Conference: to be held March 15, 1983

LOCATION= 3 fl'aping:, from the White: House

BACKGROUND: ~ See attached

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:

. Accept Regret Surrogate - Message Other
: Priority
Routine ;

IF" RECOMMENDATION IS TO' ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:

RESPONSE DUE _ agap TO Fred Ryan




P JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Q NATICNAL CONFERENCE OF SGCVIET
5 . 10TEAST 40 ST
NEw YORK NY 10016

i 0031585049 02/18/83 ICS ]PMMTZZ CSP WHEA
796122 MGM TDMT NE JRK NY 159 02-18 0406P EST

; oo :
U”" ol g ”’M”{)’ %r"" | o’
> PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN A,{, {
ok

WHITE HOLSE
WASHINGTCN DC 20500

DEAR MR FRESIDENT

BECALSE CF YOUR DEEP CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE PARTICULAR
PLIGRT OF JEWS IN THE SOVIET UNION, WE WCULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS
ADMILlilﬁﬁllQupaia&ﬂiﬁhlﬁQ_Al‘IﬂE_Enﬂluilulﬂﬁ_lhlﬁn.1MI££5~112NAL
CONFERENCE_ON _SOUVIET JEWRY, CONVENING IN JERUSALEM MARCH 15, WE
UNDERSTAND THAT YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FERSONALLY ATTEND THIS
MISTCRIC GATHERING, BUT WE HCPE AN APPROFRIATE CABINET LEVEL
REPRESENTATIVE CAN OPEN THE PRCCEEDINGS,IN_ADDITION, MR PRESIDENT,
YOUR _PERSONAL SENTIMENTS CAN-8E-CONVEYED TO MORE THAN 1,000 DELEGATES
VIA A VICEQ TAPED MESSAGE, TCGETHER WITH THOSE OF OTHER HEADS OF
STATE, TKIS WOULD BE ONE OF THE MOST IMPCRTANT COMPONENTS OF THE ¢
CONFERENCE, ~

WE ARE AOPEFUL THIS REQUEST wWILL BE FILLED, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO
WORKING WITH YCUR ASSOCIATES TO FACILITATE THIS UNDERTAKING,

RESPECTFULLY
THEOCORE R MANN CHAIRMAN NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY

JULIUS BERMAN CHAIRMAN CONFERENCE COF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN
16:08 EST

MGMCCMP
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON i Zﬁﬁg}n.ﬂmSéb

—CQNETIDRDENTIAL March 5, 1983

IRKPATRICK
sentative to

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE JEAN
United States Re
the United Nations

SUBJECT: Third International Conference on
Soviet Jewry (U)

Your participation as the Administration's representative

to the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry to

be held in Jerusalem, March 15-17, is welcomed by the

White House. As you know, the National Conference on Soviet
Jewry has requested that the Administration's representative
deliver a lengthy address on U.S. Government's policies on
Soviet Jewry. It is expected, also, that the President will
send a message to be read at the opening session or by you.
To ensure cohesiveness and uniformity in the portrayal of
the Administration's policies, once the text of your speech
is prepared, we would like the opportunity to review your

remarks. (C)

William P. Clark

pecLasemED BN
auhory_NSC WOWVEr

v.ON__ o 314\ 20\
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

“CONFIDENSIAL March 1, 1983

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK

,;9 SIGNED
FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY'
SUBJECT: Conference on Soviet Jewry

Attached (Tab I) is a memorandum from you to Ambassador
Kirkpatrick which states that clearance has been obtained on her
participation as the Administration's representative to the
Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry in Jerusalem.

Howard TeicheJ&i;ncurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab I Memorandum to Ambassador Kirkpatrick

LCONEFDENTIAL
Declassify on: OADR




