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E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS : PREL , KS KN 
SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR WALKER 1 S LETTER TO PRESIDPNT CHUN 

1. AMBASSADOR DEL I VE RED PRESIDENT REAGAN 1 S LETTER 
PERSONALLY TO PRESfDENT CHUN AT 1500 HOURS (SEOUL TIME) 
ON OCTOBER 10 . SEPTEL REPORTS SUBSTANCE OF AMBASSADOR 
WALKER 1 S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CHUN. AMBASSADOR WALKER 
ALSO DELIVERED TO THE PRESIDENT THE FOLLOWING PERSONAL 
LETTER: 

2. BEGIN TEXT : 
"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT : 

I JOIN PRESIDENT REAGAN AND ALL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
IN EXTENDING TO YOU AND THE PEOPLE IN THE · REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA OUR DEEPLY FELT GRIEF OVER THE TiRRIBLE 
VIOLENCE WROUGHT UPON YOUR PEACEFUL MISSION IN 
RANGOON , BURMA YESTERDAY. WE MOURN WITH YOU FOR THE 
KORE ANS WHO LOST THE I R L I VE S AND WERE WOUNDED WH I LE 
ON A MISSION WHICH SOUGHT BETTER WORLD CONDITIONS 
AND UNDERSTANDING. 

UNCL ASSIFIED 
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MRS. WALKER AND I COUNTED SOME Of THOSE LOST AMONG 
OUR CLOSES T AND DEAREST FRIE NDS IN THE WORLD , SO WE 
CA N UNDERST AND TH E GREAT SE NSE Of PER SO NAL LO SS 
WH ICH YOU MUST FEEL. WE OFFER SINCERE SYMPATH Y 
AND CO NDOLE NCES. 

"MY OWN PERSO NAL SE NSE OF OUTRAGE IS TE MP ER ED BY 
THE CONVICTIO N THAT IN THE LO NG RUN WE SH ALL BE 
ABLE TO PREVAIL OVER THE EVIL FORCES WHICH 
PERPETRATE SUCH DESPICABLE ACTS . WE MUST MAKE 
SURE THOSE WH O MIGHT CO NDO NE OR SUPPORT SUC H 
VIOLENCE ARE DENIED ACCEPTANCE BY CIVILIZE D 
NATIONS. 
AS PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS SAID IN HIS LETTER , AND 
WILL UNDOUBfEDLY REPEAT WHEN HE COMES NEXT MONTH , 
THIS TRAGEO"f ,- ONLY UNDERSCORES THE NECESSITY FOR 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES TO WORK CLOSELY TOGETHER AND TO 
KEEP THE CHAN NELS OF COMMUNICATION OPE N BETWEE N US . 
AS WE A R E B R O U G H T I N T O; H A R MO N Y I N O U R S E N S E O f 
GREAT LOSS , LET US HOPE WE CAN MAINTAIN THAT 
HARMONY AS WE CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TOWARD A MORE 
PEACEFUL AND SECURE WORLD. 
RESPECTFULLY , SIGNED RICHARD L. WALKER . END TEXT. 

WA(KER 
BT 

UNCL ASSIFIED 
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TAGS: PREL, PTER, OVIP (CHUN , DOO HWAN) BM, KS 
SUBJECT: RANGOON ATROCITY : ROKG ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1 . SEOUL RAD! 0 AND TV OCTOBER 1 0 QUOTE PRES I DE NT CHUN 
(M-R: CH ON TU-HWAN) AS HAVING TOLD 5 A. M. EMERGENCY 

CABINET MEETING THAT NO ONE COULD DOUBT NORTH KOREANS 
ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR RANGOON EXPLOSION. THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS LINE HAS BEEN MODERATE, ~ALLING FOR THE NATION TO 
UNITE AND BUILD NATIONAL STRENGTH IN THE LIGHT OF THIS 
SECOND TRAGEDY TO HIT KOREA IN SUCH A SHORT TIM~ . 
2. SPECIAL EDITIONS OF SEOUL NEWSPAPERS OCTOBER 10 
REPORT THE RANGOON EXPLOSION AND PRESIDENT CHUN' S RETURN 
TO SEOUL . LIKELY NORTH KOREAN COMPLICITY HEADLINED . 
AMONG ITEMS REPORTED : 

--FOLLOWING THE SECOND SPECIAL CABINET MEETING NIGHT 
OF OCTOBER 9, BEFORE PRESIDENT CHUN ' S RETURN , GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMAN, CULTURE AND INFORMATION MINISTER LEE JIN-HIE 

(M-R : YI CHIN-HUJj, READ STATEMENT ATTRIBUTING EXPLOSION 
TO NORTH KOREANS, AND ANNOUNCING ALL GOVERNMENT AND 
SECURITY AGENCIES WERE BEING PUT ON FULL ALER T. LEE'S 
S TATEMENT READ, "THIS INCIDENT SHOWS THE TRUE CHARACTER 
OF THE NORTH KOREAN REGIME, A GROUP OF BARBARIC 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS. " 

-- THREE GOVERNMENT TEAMS HAVE BEEN DISPATCHED VIA 
SPECIAL KOREAN AIRCRAFT TO RANGOON . A MEDICAL TEAM OF 17, 
HEADED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL ME DICAL CENTER 
CHANG KYONG-SIK CM-Rl AND CARRYING MEDICINES, WAS 
REPORTEDLY TO BRING THE NINE MOST SERIOUSLY WOUNDED KOREANS 
TO BANGKOK FOR FURTHER MEDICAL TREATMENT. AN 11-MEMBER 
TEAM HEADED BY MUN YOUNG-KU ™-Rl , CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PETITION SCREENING COMMITTEE AT THE MINISTRY OF GOVERN MENT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PSN: 040917 
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ADMINISTRATION , IS TO BRING BACK THE BODIES OF THE 
KOREANS KILLED FOR BURIAL IN NATIONAL CEMETERY . A FACT
FINDING MISSION HEADED BY MINISTER OF SPORTS LEE WON-KYUNG 

<M-R : YI WON-KY ONG), TO BE JOINED BY RO K AMBASSADO RS 
TO BANGLADESH AND MALAYSIA, IS TO LOOK INTO THE FACTS 
SURROUNDING THE EXPLOSIO N. 

-- NATIONAL ASSE MBLY SPEA KER CH AE MUN-SI K (M-Rl 
ANNOUNCED IPU CO NFERENCE WOULD CONTINUE AS SCHEDULED. 
IPU SECRETARY-GENERAL PIO-CARLO TERENZIO OFFERE D 
CONDOLENCES ON BEHALF OF ALL THE FOREIGN DELEGATES . 

3 . THE ROKG HAS ANNOUNCED A THREE-DAY MOURNING PERIOD . 
AMBASSADOR WALKER HAS CANCELED A RECEPTION SCHEDULED TO 
BE HELD OCTOBER 10 TOGETHER WITH U.S . DELEGATION TO IPU 
CONFERENCE. A MEMORIAL SITE HAS BEEN OPENED TO THE 
PUBLIC AT THE NATIONAL CEMETERY . AMBASSADOR WALKER WI LL 
VISIT THERE THIS AFTERNOON. 

4. MOSCOW AND PYONGYANG HAVE ISSUED ROUTINE REPORTS 
ON THE INCIDENT, QUOTING FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS . THERE 
ARE THE USUAL EPITHETS FROM PYONGYANG BUT NO SUBST ANT rVE 
COMMENT . 

5 . PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS FROM THE MOFA IS THAT THE 
MEMORIAL SERVICE IS NOT LIKELY TO BE HELD BEFORE 
OCTOBER 1 5 . NO REPEAT NO DECISION AS YET HAS BEEN MADE. 
WE HAVE HEARD THAT JAPANESE FONMIN ABE HAS BEEN DESIGNATED 
TO HEAD A VERY SENIOR JAPANESE DELEGATION. 
WALKER 

BT 
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SUBJECT: RANGOON TRAGEDY: PROPOSED INCLUSION Of 
C ONG RESS MEN PE PP E R , HA LL , AND MCGRATH I N USG DE L E G AT I ON 
TO FUNERAL CEREMONIES 

1. (Cl - ENTIRE TEXT. 

.. 
2. IN A BREAKFAST MEETING OCTOBER 10 , AMBASSADOR WALKER 
SUGGESTED THAT CONGRESSMEN PEPER , HALL AND MCGRATH , 
PRESENTLY ATTENDING THE 70TH IPU CONFERENCE IN SEOUL 
MIGHT, If THEY SO WISHED , REMAIN IN SEOUL TO FORM PART 
OF THE OFFICIAL U.S. DELEGATION TO THE FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 

DEC SIFiED 

-CONFIDENTIAL 
Guidelines, July~' 1P9! 

.__ ____ NARA.DATE..ii.2J/J4.. 
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ALL THREE CONGRESSMEN READILY AGREED TO THIS SUGGESTION . 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY STRO NGLY RECOMMENDS THAT 

CONGRESS MEN PEPPER , HALL AND MCGRATH BE NAMED TO THE 
U.S. DELEGATIO N. 

4. DATE OF MEMORIAL SERVICE HAS STILL NOT BEE N 
ANNOUNCED. WALKER 

BT 

tONF I DENT I AL f--~11;0~ 



I , 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

SIGUR, GASTON: FILES RB 9/22/2009 
w 

File Folder FOIA 

KOREA - RANGOON BOMBING (3 OF 6) F07-057/1 
WAMPLER 

Box Number 

10 22 

ID Document Type Noof Doc Date 

Document Description pages 

76230 CABLE 3 10/10/1983 

100440Z OCT 83 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Restric-
tions 

Bl 

B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

SIGUR, GASTON: FILES RB 9/22/2009 
w 

File Folder FOIA 

KOREA - RANGOON BOMBING (3 OF 6) F07-057/1 
WAMPLER 

Box Number 

10 22 

ID Document Type Noof Doc Date 

Document Description pages 

76231 CABLE 1 10/10/1983 

100231Z OCT 83 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Restric-
tions 

Bl 

B3 



UNCLASSIFIED 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT590 

SEOUL 0393 
AN005451 

DISTRIBUTION: SIT SIGR CHLO / 004 

OP I MMED 
DE RUEHUL ~0393 2830213 
0 1002072 OCT 83 ZFF4 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 95 7 9 

INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE 1852 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE 1490 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO IMMEDIATE 0276 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 7364 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDI ATE 1683 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 0652 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 0963 
AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 9651 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 0474 
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TOR: 283 / 02212 

COMUSKOREA SEOUL KS//CJ-CC / BJ-PL-H// IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SEOUL 10393 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
E.p. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PTER, OVIP ~HUN , 000 HWANl , B~ KS 
SUBJECT: RANGOON TRAGEDY: STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR WALKER 

1. AMBASSADOR WALKE R ISSUED ON OCTOBER 10 THE FOLLOWING 
CONDOLENCE STATEMENT ON THE RANGOON TRAGEDY. BEGIN QUOTE: 

ONCE AGAIN IN LESS THAN SIX WEEKS, WE ARE MOVED BY 
GRIEF AN D OUTRAGE OVER AN ACT OF INDISCRIMINATE VIOLENCE 
AGA I NST OU R KOREAN FR IENDS AND ALLIES. THE WANTON BOMBING 
IN RANG OON, BURMA YESTERDAY MADE NO MORE SENSE THAN THE 
SH OOTING DOWN OF A CIVILIAN AIRLINER BY THE SOVIET UNION 
ON SEPTEMBER FIRST. SUCH ACTS CAN ONLY STIR OUR DEEP 
SENSE OF DETERMINATI ON TO EXPOSE AND ISOLATE FROM THE 
CIVILIZED COMMUNITY THOSE WHO PERPETRATE AND COUNTENANCE 
THEM. 

I KNOW THAT I SPEAK FOR EVERY AMERICAN IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA, CIVILIAN AND MILITARY , IN EXTENDING 
OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF THOSE WHOSE 
LIVES WERE CUT SHORT AND THE MANY WHO WERE WOUNDED BY 
THIS UNPROVOKED TERRORIST ATROCITY. 

MANY OF US IN THE UNITED STATES MISSION HAVE HAD VALUED 
AND CLOSE FRIENDS TAKEN AWAY . THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA HAS 
LOST SOME OF ITS MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PUBLIC SERVANTS AND 
LEADING CITIZENS. OUR HEARTS ARE HEAVY TODAY, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THESE WERE COLLEAGUES WHOM WE ADMIRED SO MUCH. WE 
AtKNOWLEDGED AND UNDERSTOOD THEIR DEDICATION TO MAKING A 
BETTER AND MORE PEACEFUL WORLD AND THEIR DEVOTION TO THE 
SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY . 

UNITED STATES CITIZENS JOIN THEIR KOREAN FRIENDS IN 
URGING THAT PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD WORK WITH DETERMINATION 
TO ELIMINATE SUCH SENSELESS VIOLENCE. LET OUR EFFORTS 
BE A MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO WERE MARTYRED IN RANGOON, 
OCTOBER 9 , 1983. SIGNED RICHARD L. WALKER. END QUOTE. 
WALKER 
BT 
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SUBJECT: RANGOON TRAGEDY: STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR WALKER 

1. AMBASSADOR V/ALKER ISSUE D ON OCTOBER UTHE FOLLOWI NG 
CONDOLENCE STATEMENT ON THE RA NGOON TRAGEDY. BEGI N QUOT E: 

ONCE AGAI N IN LESS THA N SIX WEEKS , WE ARE MOVED BY 
GRIEF AND OUTRAGE OVER AN ACT OF INDISCRIMINATE VIOLE NCE 
AGAINST OUR KOREAN FRIENDS AND ALLIES . THE WANTON BOMBING 
IN RANGOON , BURMA YESTERDAY MADE NO MORE SENSE THAN THE 
SHOOTING DOWN OF A CIVILIA N AIRLINER BY THE SOVIET UNIO N 
ON SEPTEMBER FIRST. SUCH ACTS CAN ONLY STIR OUR DEEP 
SENSE OF DETERMINATION TO EXPOSE AND ISOLATE FROM THE 
CIVIL IZEO COMMUNITY THOSE WHO PERPETRATE ANO COUNTENANCE 
THEM. 

I KNOW THAT I SPEAK FOR EVERY AMERICAN IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA , CIVILIAN AND MILITARY , IN EXTENDING 
OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF THOSE WHOSE 
LIVES WERE CUT SHORT AND THE MANY WHO WERE WOUNDED BY 

• THIS UNPROVOKED TERRORIST ATROCITY. 
MANY OF US IN THE UNITED STATES MISSION HAVE HAD VALUED 

AND CLOSE FRIENDS TAKEN AWAY. THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA HAS 
LOST SOME OF ITS MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PUBLIC SERVANTS AND 
LEADING CITIZENS. OUR HEARTS ARE HEAVY TODAY, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THESE WERE COLLEAGUES WHOM WE ADMIRED SO MUCH. WE 
ACKNOWLEDGED AND UNDERSTOOD THEIR DEDICATION TO MAKING A 
BETTER AND MORE PEACEFUL WORLD AND THE IR DEVOTION TO THE 
SERVI CE OF THEIR COUNTRY. 

UNITED STATES CITIZENS JOIN THE IR KOREAN FRIENDS IN 
URGING THAT PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD WORK WITH DETERMINATION 
TO ELIMINATE SUCH SENSELESS VIOLENCE. LET OUR EFFORTS 
BE A MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO WERE MARTYRED IN RANGOON , 

• OCTOBER 9, 1983. 

WALKER 
BT 

SIGNED RICHARD L. WALKER. END QUOTE. 
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