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76199 REPORT RE. KOREA

10/9/1983 Bl

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
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. suffered this grievous loss, we offer to them and to you our

from the President to President Chun N

Dear Mr. President:

—————— — .

I cannot fully describe how shocked and saddened Nancy and I

are at the news of the senseless tragedy in Rangoon. Although
neither you nor 1 know yet just what prompted this atrocity, .

all Americens share your sense of grief and angulsh at the loss

of 1ife of some of your nation's finest and most respected
officials.

Although {t cannot conscle the families ¢f those who have
sympathy and our prayeres.

As has been the case too often in the past, Mr. President, our
nations again are drawn together in an hour of tragedy and
sorrow. Until I can convey sy thoughts tC you perscnally next

month, 1 hope you will accept this expression of my deepest
sympathy at your nation's loss.

With warmsest personal regards,

——— o hm v o ——

Ronald Reagan
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AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE IMMEDIATE 3757
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE @769

AMCONSUL MONTREAL IMMEDIATE 3709

UNCLAS STATE 2890@30

E.O. 12356 N/A
TAGS: PREL, PTER, OVIP (CHUN DOO HWAN), BM, KS
SUBJECT: RANGOON ATROCITY: PRESS GUIDANCE

1 FOLLOWING IS PRESS STATEMENT AND GUIDANCE NOW BEING
USED BY DEPT. SPOKESMAN CONCERNING THE BOMBING IN RANGOON:

2. STATEMENT:

AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT EDT LAST NIGHT, AN EXPLOSION OCCURRED
AT THE NATIONAL CEMETERY OF BURMA, WHERE THE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WAS EXPECTED SHORTLY TO TAKE PART
IN A WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY,. KOREAN PRESIDENT CHUN DOO
HWAN WAS IN RANGOON ON THE FIRST LEG OF A PLANNED
SIX-NATION TRIP.

PRESIDENT CHUN HAD NOT YET ARRIVED AT THE CEMETERY WHEN
THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED, BUT EARLY REPORTS INDICATE THAT
FIFTEEN KOREANS AND AT LEAST THREE BURMESE WERE KILLED IN
THE EXPLOSION. NEITHER CHAIRMAN NE WIN NOR PRESIDENT SAN
YU WERE PRESENT AT T E SITE. WE HAVE NO FIRM INDICATION
OF BURMESE CASUALTIES; THE KOREAN DEAD INCLUDE THE DEPUTY
PRIME MINISTER, THE FOREIGN MINISTER, THE COMMERCE AND

INDUSTRY MINISTER AND THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND
RESOURCES. THERE ARE REPORTS OF MANY INJURIES IN
ADDITION TO THE DEATHS.

PRESIDENT CHUN HAS CANCELLED THE REST OF HIS PLANNED
ITINERARY, AND IS RETURNING TO SEOUL WITH HIS PARTY.

WE HAVE NO INFORMATION YET ON THE CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSION.

THE UNITED STATES IS SHOCKED AND SADDENED AT THIS TRAGIC
INCIDENT, AND WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE THE ) ..
GOVERNMENTS AND.PEOPLE OF KOREA AND BURMA. END STATEMENT.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

Q: WAS IT DEFINITELY A BOMB?

A: -—-WE HAVE NO INFORMATION AS OF YET ON THE ORIGIN OF

THE EXPLOSION. THE INITIAL REPORT FROM OUR EMBASSY IN
RANGOON SAID AN "EXPLOSIVE DEVICE" HAD BEEN PLACED UNDER

THE REVIEWING STAND, BUT THAT HAS NOT YET BEEN CONFIRMED.

Q: WHO DID IT?

UNCLASSIFIED
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A: --WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THE ORIGIN OF THE
EXPLOSION.

Q: HAS ANYONE CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY?
A: -=-NOT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE

Q: IS THERE ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THIS INCIDENT AND THE
INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION MEETING IN SEOQUL? THE KAL ©0@7
INCIDENT? WAS IT DONE BY A BURMESE INSURGENT GROUP?

A: --WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THE ORIGIN OF THE
EXPLOSION. EVEN ASSUMING THAT IT WAS DELIBERATE, WE
CANNOT SPECULATE ON THE MOTIVES OF THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY.

Q: WHAT IS THE SITUATION IN KOREA? IS OUR MILITARY ON
ALERT?

A: --THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN OUR NORMAL MILITARY
POSTURE, BUT WE OBVIOUSLY ARE WATCHING THE SITUATION 3
CLOSELY. ANYTHING FURTHER WOULD COME FROM THE PENTAGON.

Q: ; ILL THIS INCIDENT AFFECT THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO
SEOQUL?

A: --ALTHOUGH YOU SHOULD ADDRESS THE QUESTION TO THE
WHITE HOUSE, THE INCIDENT WILL NOT AFFECT THE PRESIDENT'S
TRIP TO SEOQUL. SHULTZ

BT

UNCLASSIFIED
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C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
SIGUR, GASTON: FILES RB 9/21/2009
W
File Folder FOIA
KOREA - RANGOON BOMBING (1 OF 6) F07-057/1
WAMPLER
Box Number
10 20
ID  Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description PRZES tions
76204 MEMO 1 10/9/1983 Bl
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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