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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT 

PAGE Dl 
ECB65l 

JCRC LIA ISON BP.1/GKO 9054 OH:0712522 JUL 85 PSN:034473 
P.fl005272 TOR: 188/ 13221 CSN:CRl671 

DISTRIBUTION: CHL0-01 DEGR-01 SIGU-01 ~ /0fJ4 P.2 

\/HTS ASSIGIJED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

PRI OR I TY 
DE RUEKJCS a9054 1881319 
P 071319Z JUL 85 
FM JCS \/ASH I NG TON OC 

INFO NSC \./ASH I NGTON DC 
OCSA ~ASH I HG TON DC 
CNO \./ASH I NGTON DC 
CSAF WASH I HG TON DC 
ANHCC FT RITCHI E MD 
SAFE 
f 071252Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC l I Al SON BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCRC B-ARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI/ / J2/J3/J36// PRI ORITY 
SECOEF 1/ASHDC/ / OASD-ISA/ P\.1-M I A// PR I OR I TY 
INFO CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PR I ORITY 
1/HITEHDUSE WASHDC//NSC / MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
DI A WASHINGTON DC/ /DC-2/ / PR I OR I TY 
JCS WASHDC//J3/J5 // PRIORITY 
AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX/ /MPCC/ / PR I OR I TY 
CDRMILPERCEN ALEX VA//DAPC-PES// PRIORITY 
COMHAVMILPER \IA SHDC //NMP C N 64// PRIORITY 
CMC WASHD C//MS PA I/ / PRIORITY 
SECSTATE \.IASHDC//EAP/VLC// PR I OR ITY 
AMEMBASSY VI ENT I ANE PR I OR I TY 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG PR I OR ITY 

CON F I DENT I AL SECTION 01 OF 06 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 39054 

CITE: CONFIDENTIAL 3413 JUL 85. 

!.MCONSUL HONG KONG PASS TO SECRETARY'S PARTY . 

SUBJ: PO\/i MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI - DETAILS (UI 

REF: A. !CRC BKK MSG, OTG 06125SZ JUL 85 . 
6. JCRC BKK MSG, OTG 0613302 JUL 85. 
C. CDR JCRC MSG, DTG 0519001 JUN 85 , PLUS AMENDMENTS. 

1. (C l REF A MESSAGE PROV I OED A SUMMARY OF RE SUL TS OF 

THE JCRC / VNOSHP HCHJ/ICAL HEETIIIG HELO IN HANOI ON 3-6 
JULY 85. REFERENCE 6 PROVIDED A LISTING OF 32 INDIVIDUALS 
P. BOUT \/HOM THE SRV SIDE PROVIDED NEIi INFORMATION !INCLUD­
ING HEIR PLAHNEO REPATRIATION OF THE REMAINS OF 26 OF 
THE 32 IHDIVI DUALSI. THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES DETAILS OF 
THE MEETING SESSIONS. 

2. (CJ ATTENDEES : THE U.S . SIDE I/AS LED BY JCRC 
COMMANDER L TC ALSO IN ATTEHOENCE \./ERE LC DR 

FROM JCRC HEADQUARTERS, MR 
FROM THE ARMY CE IHRAL IDENTIFICATI ON LABORAT ORY , AND LTCOL 

C\12 ■■■■■AND MR ■■■■■AL l 
FROM THE J CRC l I A I SON OFF I CE IN BANGKOK . THE SRV SI DE 
\/AS HEADED, AS IN THE PAST, BY MR CU DINH BA. ALSO IN 

,.TTEl!DEl<CE \./ERE MR llGUYEN O.N, DP VU NGO.G THU, MR IJGO 
HOANG, MR HGUYE!i TH E DP.NG il·/ E: \./l , 11R PHAM TEO, 11P. l!GUYEN 
VAN HIE U UI EWi , AIJD MR VU DANG DUI/G P.S INTERPRETER . 

a. !Cl AGEIIDP.: T\.10 REGULAR 11EETING SESS I ONS TOTALING 
APPROXIMAT EL Y 4 HOURS \/ERE HELD ON THE MORNING ANO 
AFTEP.IJOON OF, JUL Y. THE 110RNING OF S JULY \/AS DEVOTED 
TO CARRYII/G OUT A PRELIM INARY CRASHSITE SURVEY AT THE 
SITE !PREVIOUSLY VISITED) OF /..N AL LE GED 6- 52 CR .I SH 
LOCATED APPROXIMATELY IS KM NORTHEAST OF HANOI. THE 
VNOSMP HOSTED A DINNER FOR THE GROUP ON THE EVENING OF 
4 JULY, ANO THE U.S. SIDE RECIPROCATED ON THE EVENING 
OF 5 JULY. 

~- !CJ MEETING SESSIONS: FOLLOIIIHG INITIAL llnRODUCT-
IONS ON BOTH SIDES, AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY MR CU 
DI NH BA II/H O NOTED THAT \IE \/ERE MEETING ON THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE), LTC HARVEY PROCEEDED 111TH 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGREED-UPON TALKING POINTS IEF 
Cl . MR BA PROV IDED RESPONSES TO SEVERAL OF THE TALKING 
POINTS AS FOLLOWS: 

A. LIVE AMERICANS: IN VIETNAM: BA AGAIN REPEATED THAT THE 

SRV HAS NO IIHEREST IN KEEPING LIVE AMERICANS. ALLUDING 
TO THE STORY OF THE ALLEGED BLIND AMERICAN LIVING 111TH 

- TRIBAL PEOPLE IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLAND~ BA CONFIRMED 
THAT NGO HOAHG HAO GONE TO THE SOUTH AND HAD ALSO HEARD 
SIMILAR 'RUMORS . \/HILE AN INVESTIGATION IS STILL UHOER\.IAY, 
HE SAID, THE VNOSMP HP.S BEEN Uf/ABLE TO LEARN THE SOUR CE 
OF THESE STORI ES. REGARDING THE CASE OF 
THERE IS STILL HO NEW INFORMATION. AT HIS O\IN INITIATIVE, 
BA THEN SURFACED A NEIi CASE , STATING THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 

A LETTER FROM AMCIT rrooo FOR THE HUNGRY, 

INTER1/ATIONAll. ACCORDING TO THE LETTER , - ALLEGED 
THAT THERE \./AS AN AMERICAN l lVING FREELY IN VIETNAM \/HO 
\/AS MARRIED TO EITHER A VIETNAMESE OR FILIPINO LAO Y. 
BA PROVIDED 140 FURTHER INFORMATION BUT STATE D THAT THE 
VNOStlP I/AS TRY I NG TO CHECK OUT THE STORY. 

B. MITCHELL/NELSON MISIDENT I F I CATION : BA STATED THAT 
ONLY ONE REMAINS HAD BEEN LOCATED AT THIS SITE, THOUGH 
AT THE TIME Of DISCOVERY Of THE REMAINS, TWO NAMES \/ERE 
FOUl◄ D. \IE \./ILL CONTINUE SEARCHING, HE ADD ED, AND IF 
ADDITIONAL llff ORMAT I ON IS LOCATED IT \./Ill BE PROV IDED. 
SA THEN CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT HE BELIEVES SUCH A 
DEVELOPMENT IS UNLIKELY . ., 
C. MATERIAL EVIDENCE CASES: BA ti.ADE THE POINT THAT 
LOCAL PEOPLE HP.VE SOMET !MES LOCATED EVIDENCE, AHO SENT 
IT TO THE \INOSMP. IN SOME INSTANCES PEOPLE WH O ONCE 
hNEU THE PLACES OF BURIAL CAN NO LONGER LOCATE THE GRAVES. 

\JHATEVER THESE PEOPLE TURN IN IS HAMDED OVER TO THE U.S., 
BT 
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JCRC l lP.ISOI: HIJGY.0 ,B;! DH: Bi!2j2I JUL E: PSli : £2151i 

i:.1~:e:.271 10?: !8E/lL2[:'.. C:"!I~: CP16Er 

DISTF!EUTiuil: CHLD-01 D:GP.-B, SIGU-G'. L~.UX-El ten, A2 

iinTS t.SSIGHED DISH:IBUTION : 

SIT: 

EOB : 

PRIORITY 

DE RUEKJ CS a3C5 4 1881422 

P 6714222 JUL 85 
FM JCS \l.4SHINGTON DC 

INFO MSC WASH I NGTOM DC 
OCSA \/ASH I HG TON DC 

CNO WASH I NGTOH DC 
CSAF \/ASH I MG TON DC 
ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
SAFE 
P !J7J252Z JUL 85 
FH .JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1 SA/PW-MI A// PR I OR I TY 
INFO CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE WASH DC/ /NSC/MR CH I LDRESS/ / FR I OR I TY 
DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// PRIORITY 
JCS WASHOC//J3/JS// PRIORITY 
AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX/ /HPCC/ / PR I OR I TY 
CORMI L PERCEN Al EX VA//DAPC-PES/ / PR I OR I TY 

COMNAVH ILPER WASHDC//NHPC N 64// PRIORITY 
CMC 1/ASHDC//MSPA 1// PRIORITY 
SECSTATE Y.ASHDC//EAP/VLC// PRIORITY 
AMEl1BASSY VIENTIANE PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG PR I OR ITY 

C ON F I O E NT I Al SECTION g2 OF B6 l lAISON BANGKOK TH 39854 

CITE: CONFIDENTIAL 3413 JUL 85. 

AHGONSUL HONG KONG PASS TO SECRETARY ' S PARTY . 

SUBJ : POW/M IA iECHNICAl MEETING IN HANOI - DETAILS (UI 

SAID BA. AT TH IS PO I NT l TC - COMMENTED THAT THESE 
STATEMEUTS WERE INSUFFICIENT, AND THAT \/HAT \./AS NEEDED 
WAS A REPORT WHICH EXPLAINED \/HERE THE EVIDENCE WAS FOUND, 
WHEN, BY WHOM, UNDER \/HAT CIRCUMSTANCES, WHY ONLY PHOTO-
COPIES RATHER THAN ORIGINALS ARE AVAILABLE, ETC . 1/ITHOUT 

SUCH INFORMATION, DOUBTS STILL REMAIN AND \IE \/Ill SURELY 
CONTINUE TO ASK ABOUT THESE CASES . BA RESPONDED (AGAIN) 
THAT IF ANY NEW INFORMATION IS OBTAINED ASOUT THESE CASES, 
HE \/DUL D AOV I SE THE USG. 

D_ THE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT HE 
HAD PREVIOUSLY FROMISED A REPORT OF INVESTIGATION ON THIS 
CASE, BA EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD BEEN DELAYED BY THE 
DECISION TO CONCENTRATE THE SEAI\CH EFFORT IN THE HANOI/ 
HAI PHONG AREA AND IN THE SOUTH. BA PROM I SEO TO SEND AN 
INVESTIGATIVE TEAM AND PLEDGED TO "TRY OUR BEST AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE" REGARDING THE - CASE. 

L PRELIMINARY CRASHSITE SURVEY: BA BEGAN HIS PRESENT-
ATION BY STATING THAT THE JCRC TEAM 1!AD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
PERMITTED TO VISIT THE SITE OF A B-52 CRASH IN 1/HICH THERE 

:~~Rt ! SIJ?\.t:vor.~ OF f:.. ~-Vi.!d~ CF:EV, ~:nr: ir::: t.EViJ:)!~U~r; 4 

GREVl'::N Y:i U!·i~.CCDU!FiC:D FGf.. !-~Gi I!~~ HiJ:.i H;E U.S. S1D: 

nP.O f'ROFO,ED P. SURVEY P.T >. J!?F:i'Hi SIE (kcfl-0 c55l, A 

Ht l ICOPTEf. C?.P.SHSli E SOUT!i DF VIIIHi, °'· D:D 1JCEO TH1'.T \.!£ 
~ERE NO i INTERESTED IN lOOr.lllG FOR THE 4 UliAGCOUIHED 

INDI\IIDUP.lS . L TC tat=·- tr.:iEOIATELY TOOK EY.CEPTION TO 
BA'S CDliCL US I OIL -,:"'t·· Ul?U.1 llED THAT YE CONSIDERED THE 

SRV OFFER OF A SITE SURVEY TO BE AH IMPORTAAT ONE, AND 
?DINTED OUT THP.T GiVEN THE Cr.DICE \/( \IP.I/TED TO CQUDIJCT 
A SURVEY IIHHE \IE >IOIJLD H,.v:: iH[ 1m:111un OFfORiUlllTY TO 

rntN U,EFUL llff0Rl1P.TIOH 1-:w /..CHIEVE GOOD RESULTS. ~ 
llOHD THAT U, Ht.D /i.LREADi' VISITED THE ALLEGED E-52 SI TE, 
iH AT HOTH I NG 1//iS EV I DENT Ot; ,!HI CH TO BASE AflY COfiCLUS I ONS, 

AND THAT THE OPPORTUNI TY FD~ LEAR NI NG P. NYTHI NG NE Ii AT 
THIS PARTICULAR SITE I/AS VERY l lMITEO. ON THE OTHER HAND, 
AFTER CAREFUL REVIE\I, JCRC HAD SELECTED THE HELICOPTER 

CRASHSITE AS A SURVEY CANDIDATE BECAUSE IT SEEMED THERE 
I/AS A GOOD CHANCE THAT EVIDENCE 1/0ULD STILL BE LOCATED AT 
THE CRASHSITE, AND THAT A SURVEY COULD RESULT IN REASONABLE 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EVENTUALLY RESOLVING THIS SITE. LTC 

-THEN INQUIRED AS TO THE STATUS OF SRV CONS I DE RAT I ON 
OF THE PROPOSAL TO SURVEY THE H.El I COPTER SI TE. BA 
RESPONDED THAT THE SRV HAD AGREED TO PERHI T A SURVEY AT 
THE B-52 SITE, BlH THAT \IE HAD MADE CLEAR THAT \IE DID NOT 
CARE TO CONDUCT A SURVEY THERE. TH IS IS \/HY WE TH I NH YOU 
EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF RESOLVING THE 4 CASES, BA SAID. 
AGAIN l TC all_!lEJOINEO, ASKING BP. NOT TO PUT I/OROS INTO 

OUF. l'!OUTH . - I/ENT OH TO AGAIN EXPLAIN THAT WE 
CONSIDERED THE SRV SURVEY OFFER AS A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY 
AND THAT 1/E I/ANTED TO SELECT THE BEST l OCAT I ON TO SURVEY 

1/HICH 1/0ULD ACHIEVE FAVORABLE RESULTS, FOR BOTH SIDES' 
BENEFIT. BA RESPONDED THAT THE SRV I/AS PREPARED TO PERMIT 

A SURVEY AT THE B-52 SI TE, BUT IF \IE DID NOT \./ANT TO GO 
THERE \IE COULD CONTINUE TO DJScuss ·THE POSSIBILITY OF 
GOING TO ANOTHER SITE IN THE FUTURE. NEVERTHELESS, HE 
ADDED, THE HELICOPTER SITE ~AS NOT YET BEEN LOCATED, AND 
THERE I/ERE CONCERNS .ABOUT SECURITY AT THAT LOCATION. 

THEN NOTED THAT WE \/ERE NOT INSENSITIVE TO THE FACT 
THAT THE SRV HAD HADE PREPARATIONS . FDR US TO CONDUCT THE 
oURVEY AT THE 8-52 SITE, BUT OBSERVED TH.AT TH IS I/AS A 

1/Ell-KNO\IN CRASHSITE IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO HANOI AND THAT, 
fRANKLY, THE U.S. MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAD VISITED 
THE SITE HAD EXPRESSED OPEN SKEPTIC I SM REGARD I NG THE SRV 
SURVEY OFFER IN l lGHT OF THE FACT THERE \/AS NO PHYSICAL 
EVIDENCE DN WHICH TO BASE ANY CONCLUSIVE SURVEY RESULTS. 
IN AN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO BRING THE DISCUSSION ON THIS 

PARTICULAR TOPIC iO P. CLOSE, BA THEN STATED, ONCE AGAIN, 
"\IE CONCLUDE YOLI DON'T WANT TO MAKE A SURVEY AT THE GI A 
LAM (B-521 SllE AND THE S~ARCH FOR THOSE FOUR MIAS IS 
CLOSED. " L TC ..... I MHEO I ATHY CAL l ED FOR ADJOURIIMENT 
BT 
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SECRETARIAT 

JCP.C L 1~.ISON BP.1-:GYO SJ;o4 DH: J;JJ252Z JUl El PSN: fl34511 
.!:1LGE52H: TOR: HC/142~1 CSl~:CP.16n PFE?i.?.l.T!C-i!:: t.l~D PL.c.J~ : ~1~:10: TrE· Ht.S ttt.D~. t=:" COi~­

C~US:~L T~:Vi Ft.\':NG En=t~.·P~D 0-JF, rr:=tF:i;t:2 ~.rm P.:s:P­
V.'.TIOil, \.IE \/OULD f?.OCE:::D \/liH iHf f?cl 11111:.L.?i o!E SU?V~Y 

P.'. FROPOS tD BY THE SRV. 

\/HT2 t.SSIGIJEO DISTRIBUTIOll: THE FULL 1-iEETING \,/P.S mm Rf-COllVENED AT ! ~JI HRS . LTC 

Sli: ■11:IIJ om:rn lilTH THE FOLLOl/lllG SHTEMEl-iT: "P.S I SF.ID 
EOE: iHIS MORIWIG MY GOVEP.llMEIH 1/ElCOHcD YOUR OFFER OF P. 

·· -- - ---- -- - - - -- - - ····· · -- ··-· ··--- · -· - ··-- - · -·- ····-· ----- --- -- - ·- ·-- · · PREL I Ml Nt.RY S !TE cURVEY . \IE HAVE SEL ECTED ,. SIT£, B591 
SOUiH Of VINH \/H!CH \IE E: L l[lJtD l!OULD BE J;. VERY ?OSITI\IE 
STEP FOP.1/P.RD ro~ BGTH SIDES. \IE P.RE NOT .,.s EIHHIJSIF.STIC 

PRIORITY 

DE RIJ EKJ CS • SUl4 !8 81 421 
P 97142JZ JUL 85 
FM JCS UASHINGTON DC 

INFO NSC I/ASH I NG TON DC 
OCSA I/ASH I NGTON DC 
CfJO I/ASH I NG TON DC 
CSP.F VASH IIIGTON DC 
ANHCC FT RITCHIE MD 
SAFE 
P B712522 JUL 65 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 

SECOEF UASHDC//OASD· I SA/P l/·M I A// PR I OR I TY 
INFO CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY 

1/H ITEHOUSE UASHDC/ /NSC/MR CH IL DRESS// PR I OR I TY 
DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// PRIORITY 

JCS l/~.SHDC//J3/J5// PRIORITY 
AFHPC RANDOLPH AFB T)(J /MPCC/ / PR I OR I TY 
CORM I LPERCEN ALEX VA/ /OAPC·PES// PR I OR ITY 
COMNAVMILPER \IASHDC//NHPC N 64// PRIORITY 
CMC \IASHDC//MSPA 1/ / PR I OR ITV 
SECSTATE 1/ASHOC//EAP/VLC// PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG PR I OR ITY 

CO N F I DEN T I AL SECTION !13 OF .116 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 39654 

CITE: CONFIDEHTIAL 3413 JUL 65. 

AHCONSUL HONG KONG PASS TO SECRET ARY' S PARTY . 

SL' BJ : PO\l.'MIA TECH NI CAL MEETI NG IN HANO I • DETA ILS IUI 

OF THE MEET ING UHT IL THE AFTERHOOlt BA, SOMEIIHAT SURPR I SEO 
OffERED THE INFORMATION THAT IT IS PRESENTLY RAINING 
HEAVILY AT THE SITE OF THE HELICOPTER CRASH, THAT THE 
TE~RAIN IS VERY DIFFICULT, AND THAT HE INTENDED TO FIRST 
SEND A TEAH TD THE SI TE LOCATION. I H A ~ORD , HE SUMM AR IZED 

IIE ARE NOii CONS I DER I NG THE POSS I BI l I TY Of A SURVEY AT THE 
SITE YOU PROPOSEO. THE MEETING I/AS THEN ADJOURNED . 

ON RESUMPTION OF THE MEET I NG AT 108 HRS, l TcJIIII f I RST 

REQUES_TEO A PRIVATE SESSION 111TH BA. - THEN 
POINTEDLY ENPHAS IIED TO BA THAT, BASED ON COntlENTS HADE BY 
THE VISITING HEDIA REPRESENTATIVES DURING THE EARLIER 
APRIL 85 VISIT TO THE ALLEGED 8·52 SITE, THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE VERY SKEPTICAL OF SRV MOTIVES AND 
Will QUESTION THE SRV SINCERITY REGARDING THEIR INSISTENCE 
THAT THIS PARTICULAR SITE BE SURVEYED. BA I/AS VERY 
RECEPTIVE BUT SAID THAT HIS SI DE FELT THAT THERE I/ERE HANY 
THINGS TD CONSIDER AND THAT HE HOPED \IE \.IOULD AGREE TO THE 
SYHBOL IC I MPORTAMCE OF CONDUCT I NG THE JO I NT PRELI Ml NARY 
SITE SURVEY IMMEDIATELY . ... AGRE£0 TO THE IMPORTANCE 
or THE STEP ANO STATED 1/E I/ERE NOT UNMINDFUL or THE 

PBOIJ T CONDUCTING THE ?RELIMIN;.RY SURVEY P.i THE 8·52 SI TE 
ltl GI.~ L.411 DISTRICT. NEVERTHELESS, I BE L IE VE \IE Ufl DER -

SiAflD YOUR POS ITIOll·-THP.i 11ANY PLANS AND PREPARATIONS 
HAVE BEEN MP.DE AND YOU HAVE CHOSEN A COURSE OF P.CT I ON. 

THEREFORE \IE \/ILL CONDUCT A PREL IMI NAR Y SURVEY OF SITE 
1951 ITHE B- 52) TOHDRRO\/. 1/E ARE HOPEFUL THAT YOU Ill LL 
CONTINUE TO CONSIDER OUR PROPOSAL TO VISI T SITE !1591 I/HEN 

THE IIEATHER IMPROVES AND YOUR 0\-'IJ PEOPLE HAVE VI SITED 
THERE. I 1/0ULD LIKE TO ASK YOUR AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE 
TO CONDUCT SUCH A PRELIMINARY SURVEY IN THE FUTURE." 
BA REPLIED 1/ITH THE FOLLO\./ING: '/I CONSIDER P.FTER OUR 
DISCUSSION THIS HORNING THAT 1/E HAVE A BETTER UtlDER-
SiANDING. IIE TAKt- llOTE OF THE HIGH VALUE YOU PLACE ON 
OUR ALLOI/ING A CRASHSITE SURVEY. I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU 
PREFER A SITE \/HICH IS SIGNIFICANT TO YOU . I SHARE YOUR 
DESIRE . TOMORRO\/ YOU WILL HAKE A PRELIMINARY SITE SURVEY. 

TH I S \/ILL INDICATE THAT \IE ARE MOVI NG FOP.I/ARD. AS I SA I D, 
IN THE RELATIONS BETIIEEN OUR Tl/0 COUNTRIES, \IE HAVE TO 

HOVE FDRI/ARD. I TAKE NOTE OF YOUR DES I RE TD MP.KE A SURVEY 

AT THE 9591 SITE. 1/E WILL HAVE TO RECONSIDER YOUR 
PROPOSAL. IT IS NORE IMPORTANT TO CREATE A FAVORABLE 
ATMOSPHERE THAN TO MAKE A CRASHSITE SURVEY AT ANOTHER SITE . 
OUR ATTITUDE IS TO SPEED UP. THEREFORE YOU SHOULD SHOI/ 

COOPERATION. YOU SHOULD ALSO AVOID ANY ACTIONS OR STATE· 
MENTS THAT 1/0ULO POSE, OBSTACLES. 00 YOU HAVE ANY 
COMMENTS? " l TC -RESPONDED THAT HE BEL I EV~D \IE NOii 
HAD AN UNDERSTANDING. 

IHOTE: LATER DURING THE MEETING AND DURING SE VERAL 
INFORMAL SETTINGS, BOTH BA AND NGO HOANG ASKED FOR 
AD.DITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAIN ING TO THE 9591 HELICOPTER 
SITE . THE U. S. TEAM RESPONDED THAT \IE \IOUL D PREPARE A 
FOLDER ON THIS PARTICUL.qR SITE, AND WOULD FOR\IARD IT 
EXPEDITIOUSL Y THROUGH THE SRV EM BASSY IN BANGK OK.) 

F. INF ORtlATION REGARDING VIE TNAMESE MIAS : MR BA 
LISiENED I/HE N '!'HIS PARTICULAR TALKING POI NT \/A S PRESE NTED, 
ACCEPTED THE INFORMAT ION AND MAP \IHICH I/AS OFFERED AND 
SCANNED THEM QUICKLY, BUT HE MADE NO COMMENT 1/HATSOEVER 
BT 
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\JH1$ P.S>IG/ffD DISTR/81J1/0i<: 

SI i : 

EOE: 

?R IOR /TY 

DE RUE KJ CS •9054 1881421 
P B71421Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHIN&i ON DC 

INFO NSC WASHINGTON DC 
OCSA \/ASH I tlGTON DC 
CNO \/ASH I NGTON DC 
CSAF \/ASH I NGTON DC 
AHNCC FT RITCHIE MO 
SAFE 
P BJ J252Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISOM BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCltC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
SECDEF \IASHOC//OASO-ISA/P\1-MIA// PRIORITY 

lllFO CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY 
1/H ITEHOUSE \/ASH DC/ /HSC/MR CH I LORESS/ / PR I OR I TY 
0 I A \/ASH I tlGTOI! DC/ /DC-2/ I PR I DR ITY 

.JCS \IASHDC//J3/J5// PRIORITY 
AFMPC R~.NOOLPH AFB TX//MPCC// PRIORITY 
CDRMILPERCEN ALEX VA//DAPC-PES// PRIORITY 
CONNAVMILPER \IASHOC//NHPC N 64// PRIORITY 
CHC \IASHOC/ /HSPA 1/ / PR I OR I TY 

SECSTATE 1/ASHOC//EAP/VLC// PRIORITY 
AHEMBASSY VIENTIANE PRIORITY 
AMCOll SUL HONG KONG PR I OR I TY 

o=- o:Fti!S: !IHtP.ID~., ,!:J~[; PU:~ iC :Et.Li}-., .!..LL i?'{!/~S 10 

S?EE~ ur TE SE~-~Cr-,. ':1~.Til<G: KE V0 1J~D L li.t iO r;iJE 1rit 

FOLLO\./IHG FOi/ii CL[t.P.LY, :i E Si P.HD TKt.; iHE RECOM/1:/!D­
P.T I O// FASSEO BY iH , U. S. COl,G?. ES~ i O GIVE 5 MILLIO/i 
DOLLAR! TO THE RUCT I ONt.RY FORCE S IN CP.!1 EODIP. ISICi DO ES 
NOTHINl TO STP.EILIZE TH E SITUP.110/.! IN SOUiHEAST P.S/A. 

EP. P.DOED THP.i THE SRV H.,.O EXPRESSED iHtlR DISPLU.SURE 
REGt.RDlllG PRESIDE/ii REP.G AN'S SHTEl1EIH \/HICH SLP.IJDERED 
TH E S?.V ON HUl1P.ls RI GHiS P.ND lair. I CH HP.D LI llEED THE 111 A 

ISSUE 10 lrnRl'iAl I U.i I ON O, REUT I Ol·IS. TH IS LI IK4GE 

SHO\i[D THP.i THE IJ. ,. CONSIDERS 1HE Ml.£. /ScUE TO BE A 

PDLlilCAL RATH ER iHP.ll P. HUH.~.NITP.P.IP.ll /SSU(. BUT THE U.S. 

ST I LL UNF AIRLY El(fEC TS THE S?. V TO RESO LVE THE I SS UE ON 

A SiRICTL Y HUl1Atl/H.RIAN BP.SIS. BUT DESPITE THESE 

OS SHCLES, THE SRV I S CON TI IWll!G THEIR SE ARCH EF FORTS 
ANO HAS INCREASED THEN MANY-FOLD . I MYSELF HAVE RECE NTLY 

VIS I TED SOME SITES, BA SAID, P.NO MR TEO P.N D HR HOANG HAVE 
LED TEAMS TO MANY LOCATIONS lN THE SOUTH . THOUGH THE 
LOCAL PEOPLE EXPRESS RELUCTANCE BE CAUSE THEY CONS.I DER THE 
U. S. TO BE STILL HOSTILE TO VIETNAM, \IE Will CONTIUUE THE 

EFFORT, HE CONCLUDED. 

S. IC) RESULTS o,"THE SEARCH EFi:QRT: EXPLAINING THAT 
THE VNOSMP HAO RE CE NTL Y INCREASED I TS EFFORTS, BA 
PRESENTED A LIST OF 32 INDIVIDUALS ON \/HOH INFORMATION 
AND/OR R£HAINS HAD BEEN LOCATED . !SEE - REF B FOR DETAILS.) 
AFTER EXPLAINlt/G THE CONiENTS OF THE L 1ST, BA STRE:;SED THE 

TENTATIVE NATURE OF THE flAMES PROVIDED . HE THEN TURNED 
TO THE TOPIC OF REPATRIATION AND SUGGESTED THAT \IE 
CONSIDER A REPATRIATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE NEXT 
REGULAR HEET I NG. BA NOTED THAT IT WOULD TAKE 6-8 \/EEKS 
TO GATHER THE REMAINS, AND THAT IN THE LAiTER PART OF 
AUGUST ANO THE EARLY PART OF SEPTEMBER EVERYONE WOULD BE 
EXTREMELY BUSY ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 
46TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF VltTNAM. LTC 
NOTED THAT, RATHER THAN DELAY SO LONG, IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN DUR \/ORK PACE \IE SHOULD PLAN FOR ANOTHER MEETING 
AT AN EARLY DATE, THEN CONSIDER THE MEETING/REPATRIATION . 

LATER DN. BA REPLIED THAT THE SRV 1/0ULD ' CALCULATE" A 
CON FI OEN TI AL SECTION l!4 OF .06 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 39B54 CONVENIENT TIME FOR THE REPATRIATION ANO INFORM THE U. S. 

SIDE , BUT WOULD ALSO TRY TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS. 

CliE: CONFIDENTIAL 3413 JUL 85. 

AMCONSUL HONG KONG PASS TO SECRETARY ' S PARTY. 

SUBJ: PW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI - DETAILS (UI 

REGARDl~G THIS PARTICULAR TOPIC. 

G. THE 8-52 CRASHSIH IN A POND IN THE NGOC HA AREA OF 

HAIWI: 6A COMHHJTED THAT HIS OFFICE I/ILL INVESTIGATE 
THIS SITE AHO PROVIDE /NfORMATION IN THE FUTURE. 

ff. POLEMICS: POLEMICS AT iHE T\10 MEETING SESSIONS 
I/ERE MINIMAL, BUT BOTH BA AHO NGUYEN CAN TOOK THE 
OPPOnTUNITY TO LECTURE AT SOME LENGTH ON THE NECESSITY 
FOP. THE . U.S. TO AVOID ACTIONS OR STATEMENTS \IHICH HINDER 
PliOGRESS. BA SPECIFICALLY NOTED THAT THE VNOSHP/JCRC 
HEETING HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY PLANNED FOR JUNE. YOU 
PROBABLY KNOii \/HY IT \/AS POSTPONED, HE SAID. I DON'T 
KNOii YOUR REASONS, BUT AT THAT TI HE THE U. S. TOOK SOME 
ACTIONS 1/H I CH \/ERE NOT FAVORABLE TO CREATING A GOOD 
ATMOSPHERE, HE ADDED. HE RE ITERATED THAT THE SRV CON-
SIDERS THE NIA ISSUE TO BE A HUMANITARIAN ONE, BUT THAT 
RE SOL UT I ON OEPE NOS OH HANY FACTORS--MOST I MPORTAHTL Y 
THE AlT I TUDE AMO COOPERATION OF THE PEOPLE. THE \/ORK 
IS AT BEST VERY DIFFICULT, HE SAID, AND MANY ELEMENTS OF 
THE SRV GOVERNMENT ARE' I NYOL VED I HCLUD I NG THE MIN I STR I ES 

6. IC) PRELIMINARY CRASHSITE SURVEY: ON THE HORNING 
OF 5 JULY THE U.S. TEAM WAS OlilVEN TO THE LOCATION, 
FRE\1/0USL Y VISITED IN APRIL 85, \/HERE THE SR V CONTENDS A 
B-52 AIRCRAFT HAO CRASHED 15 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF 
HANOI. All OF -!HE VIWSMP HEtlBERS, iNCLUDING HR BA, ALSO 
ATWlDED THE EVENT. THE U.S. SIDE SYSTEMATICALLY 
PREPARED A MAP OF THE AREA IN QUESTION, IHTERVIE\IED A 

NUMBER OF LOCAL RESIDENTS REGARDING THEIR RECOLLECTIONS 

BT 
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AIIOCT,26< lOR: l8E/1431Z 

Dl:iRIBUTION: CHLD-01 DEGF-01 SIGU-81 LAUX-01 /004 P.2 

\/HTS t.SSIGUED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

PRIORITY 
DE RUEKJCS ;;9354 1881423 
P 07 H23Z JUL 8, 
FM JCS \./ASHINGTON DC 

INFO NSC \/ASH I NG TON DC 
OCSA \/ASH I NG TON DC 
CNO I/ASH I NG TON DC 
CSAF \/ASH I NG TON DC 
AIJMGC F1 RITCHIE MD 
SAFE 
P 0712522 JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PR I OR I TY 
USCINCPAC HOtWLU LU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
SECDEF \IASHDC/ / OASD-1 SA/ PW-MI A// PR I OR I TY 
INFO CORUSACILHI FT SH AFTER HI PRIORITY 
1/HITEHOUSE 1/ASHDC //NSC/MR CH IL DRESS// PRIORITY 
DI A \/AS H I NG TON DC / / DC - 2/ / PR I OR I TY 
JCS liASHDC//J3/J5// PRIORITY 
AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//MPCC// PRI ORITY 
CDRHILPERCEN ALEX VA//DAPC-P ES// PRI ORI TY 
COMfJAVMILPER 1/ASHDC//NMPC N 64// PRIOR I TY 
CMC WASHDC//MSPA 1// PRIORITY 
SECSTATE \/ASH DC/ /E AP / Vl C// PR I OR I TY 
AMEMBASSY VI ENT I ANE PR I OR I TY 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG PR I OR I TY 

CsN: CR I 582 

CON F I DENT I AL SECTION 05 OF 06 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 39854 

CITE: CON FIOENTIAL 3413 JUL 85. 

~HCONSUL HOHG KONG PASS TO SECRETARY 'S PARTY . 

SUBJ: POii/ Mi A TE CHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI - DETAI LS IU) 

OF THE EVENT, PHOTOGRAPHED THE ENTIRE AREA, AND RE­
E>'AHINED THE SINGL E PIECE OF AIRCRAFT IIREC¥.AGE STILL 
AVAILABLE AT THE SITE. THE SRV ESCORTS PERMITTED THE 
JCRC TEAM TO RO VE AIIAY FROM THE SI TE AND QUEST I ON OTHER 

PERSOUNEL IN AN ATTEMPT TO FIND 1/ITNESSES AND GATHER 
ADDIT ION AL DETAILS; HO\IEVER, IT SEE MED THAT MANY OF THE 

INHl>BITANTS HAD BEEN EV ACUATED FROM THIS PART I CULAR AREA 
AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY 
\/ I ll BE COMPILED, AND \/Ill BE AVAILA BLE TO BE PRE SENTED 
TO THE SR V DURING THE NEXT MEETING. 

7. (C) MISCELLANEOUS INF ORMAL ASIDES: 

A. IN CONVERSATIONS WI TH MR- BOTH NGO HOANG AND 
PHAM TEO REPEATEDLY REFERRED TO DI FF) CULT I ES ENCOUNTERED 
WHILE SEARCHING FOR REMAINS IN THE SOUTH . THEY SPOKE OF 
ENCOUNTERS 111TH LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE AREAS I/HERE THEY 
HAO SEARCHED, \/HO I/ERE I NH RESTED IN EXCHA NG ING REMA ! NS 
FOR VISAS OR MONETARY REI/ARD . MR TEO SAIC THAT THE 
VNOSHP l S CONS I DER I NG I MPL EHENT I NG A PROCEOURE I/HEREIN 

LOCAL RESIDEUTS PROVIDING REMAINS UILL EE fRESEUTED A 

CERTIFICATE OF AFPR!CIATION FROM TH! SRV GOVERUME~T. BOTH 
TEO AND HOANG REFER~ED SEVERAL TIMES TO SllUATION! WHERE 
LOCAL RESIDENTS BECAME HOSTILE I/HEN SEARCH TEAMS ATTEMPTED 
TO LOCATE REMAINS IN REMOTE AREAS . 

B. INTERPRETER DUNG POINTED OUT THE BUILDING FORMERLY 

HOUSING THE AMERICA!/ CONSULATE IN HANOI AIJD SAID THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE MAIN BUILDING WAS BEING USED BY THE "FA THER ­
LAIJD FRONT", HIS ORGAf/lZATIOl·I \!P.S USING S011E COIIIJECTING 

BUILDINGS, IMPLYING THAT THE VNOSMP HAD OFFICES THERE. 
DUNG Ii.ODED THAT HIS O"GAIIIZATION HAD BEEN ALERTED lti 
EARLY 1979 TO MOVE FROM THE BUILDING IN ORDER TO PRDVI D!: 

OFFICES FOR THE U. S. PERSONNEL , BUT THAT THE ALERT NOT IC E 
WAS CANCELED DUE TO UNSPECIFIED DEVELOPMENTS . OUNG SAID 
THAT MAYBE SOMEDAY THE U.S . Ml A EXP ERTS Ml GHT HAV E AN 
OPPORTUNI TY TO WORK IN THE BUILDI NGS REFERRED TO BY HIM. 

C. MR NG O HOANG SA ID THAT SOME FORMER FRENCH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ARE REMAINING IN VIETNAM AND THAT THEY HAVE 
MARRIED VIETN AMESE \/OMEN. HOANG SAID THAT HOST OF THE 
MEN HAD OR I GltrnLLY COME FROM AFRICA AND NOii HAD JOBS 
WHERE THEIR PARTICULAR EXPERTISE \iAS NEEDED. HOANG ADDED 
THAT HOST OF THE FRENCH MILITARY PERSONNEL HAO BEEN 
RETURNED TO FRANCE YEARS AGO AND THAT FIND ING EMPLOYMENT 
FDR THEN IN VIETNAM HAD BEEN A DIFFICULT TASK. 

8. IC) TRANSPORTATION DIFFI CULTI ES: AS IN THE PAST, 
DIFFICULTIES \/ERE ENCOUNTERED BY THE U.S . TEAM IN 
OBTAINING AIRLINE SEATS FOR THE TEAM ' S RETUR N TRI P FROM 
HANOI TO BANGKOK. INTERCESSIONS 111TH LAO AIRWAYS ON THE 
PART OF VIETNAMESE OFFI CIALS WERE INSUFFICIENT TO OBTAIN 
THE NECESSARY SI X SEATS; CONS EQUENTLY T\10 MEMBERS OF THE 

U.S. TEAM WERE LEFT BEHIND IN HANOI , 
AND ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO BANGKOK Oil 10 JULY. 
PRIVATELY ONE OF THE VNOSMP TEAM MEMBERS APPROACHED A 

JCRC MEMBER AND RHET ORICALLY INQUIRED IF IT \IOULDN ' T BE 
EASIER FOR THE U. S. SIDE TO USE THE BANGKOK-BASED C-12 
AIRCRAFT . 

9. (C) COMMENT: IN THE COURSE OF SEVERAL PRI VA TE 
CONVERSATIONS ON 4 AND 5 JUL Y, CU DINH BA SPOKE 111TH 
LTC - OF THE SRV ' S SINCE RI TY IN TR YIN G TO SPEED UP 
PROGRESS TOWAR D SOL VING TH E POii/ NiA ISSUE. BA SAID THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT \/AS MOST ANXI OU S TO MEET \./ITH A HIGH 
LE VEL OFF ICIAL OF THE ADMINISTRA TION TO DISCUSS MEANS 
OF HO \IIHG TO\./A9'0 AN EARLY RESOLUTION. BA SAID THEIR 
DESIRE \/AS TO HP.VE CONTA CT 111TH AN IN DIVIDUAL OF 
SUFFICIENT AUTH ORI TY TO MAKE DECISIONS AND GIVE COMMIT-

MENTS CCNCERNING TH IS SPEEDED EFFORT . 6A TOLD IN SOME 
DETAIL OF HIS 0\/N FIELD TRIP TO THE SOUTH ILLUSTRATING AND 

BT 
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WHTS ASSIGNE D DI ST RI BUTION: 
S IT: 
EOB: 

PRIORITY 
DE RUEKJCS =90 5"1 1881 4 22 
P 071422Z J UL 85 
F M JC S WASHINGT ON DC 

IN FO NSC WA SH IN GTON DC 
OCS A WASHIN GT ON DC 
CNO WASHIN GTON DC 
CS AF WASHIN GTON DC 
ANMC C F T RITCHIE MD 
S AFE 
P 071 25 2 Z JUL 8 5 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANG KOK TH 

S I GU-0 1 

T O CD R JC RC BARBERS PT HI PR IORIT Y 

LA UX- 0 1 

US CIN CP AC HO NOLULU HI //J2/ J 3/ J36 // PR I ORIT Y 
SECDEF WA SHDC// OASD - IS A/ P W-M I A// P RIORIT Y 
I NF O CDR US AC I LHI FT S HAFT ER HI P RI ORI TY 
WHI T E HOUS E WA S HDC //NSC /MR CHILDRESS // PR I ORIT Y 
DI A WA SHI NGTON DC// DC-2 // PR IORITY 
JCS WA SHDC// J3 / JS // PRIORIT Y 
AF MPC RAN DOLPH AFB TX/ / MP CC// PR I ORIT Y 
CD RMI LPERC E N ALEX VA//DA PC- P ES // PRIOR IT Y 
CO MNAVMI LPER WASHDC //NMPC N 64 // PRIOR I TY 
CMC WA S HDC //MSPA 1// P RI ORITY 
SECS TAT E WA SHDC // E AP / VLC// P R I ORI TY 
AME MBASS Y V I ENTIA NE PRIORIT Y 
AMCO NSU L HONG KONG PR I ORI T Y 

/00 4 A2 

PSN: 034518 
CSN: CRI681 

C 0 , N F I DE NT I AL SEC T ION 0 6 OF 0 6 LI AISON B AN GKOK TH 39 0 54 

C I TE: CONFIDE NTIAL 34 13 JUL 85 . 

AMCON S UL HONG t< ON G P ASS T O SECR E TARY'S PARTY. 

SUBJ: POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI - DETAIL S (Ul 

EMPHASIZING HIS GOVERNMENT ' S SINCERITY AND HI S OWN 
PERSONAL EMPHASI S . BA'S REPE .4 TED STATD.~ENTS OF SINCERITY 
AND HIS DESCRIPTION OF A GENUINE ~CCELERATION IN THEIR 
INTENSITY ( .. SEVERAL-FOLD '" ) WERE A DEP AR TURE FROM PRE VIOUS 
MEETINGS. WHIL E THE VIETNAMESE HAVE ALWAYS EMPHASIZED 
THAT THEIR EFFORTS ARE STRICTLY HUMANITARIAN, BA WA S MORE 
EMPH ATI C THAN EVER. THE CONCRETE RESULTS ARE OBVIOUS , 
BUT QUITE ASIDE FROM THE DRAMATIC VIETNAMESE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THEIR RECOVERY OF 26 REMAINS , THE MEE T ING ACHIEVED A 
NEW LEVEL OF CO RDIA L ITY AND GIVE-AND-TAKE AT THE 
CONFERENCE TABL E. BA'S STATEMENTS, ALTHOUGH LESS THAN A 
CLEAR COMMITMENT, STRONG L Y SUGGESTED T HAT THE VIETNAMESE 
WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE TOWARD A JOINT EXCAVATION OF A 
CR ASH SITE AND TD CONSIDER ACTIVELY THE U.S. PROPOSAL TO 
DO THE PRELIMINARY SITE SURVEY SOUTH OF VINH. 
DECL: OADR. 

BT 
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DI STR I BUT I ON: CHL0-01 SIGU-01 ~ /003 A2 

THEY HAVE ALSO INDICATED THEIR DESIRE TO RESOLVE 
THIS ISSUE WITHIN TWO YEARS -- ANOTHER WELCOME PLEDGE. 
WE Will FOLLO\/ UP 111TH THE VIETNAMESE ON THIS MESSAGE. 

\/HTS ASS I GNEO O I STR I BUT I ON: 
SIT : SPEA DJER EOB 
EOB: 

OP I MMEO 
STU2189 
DE RUMJNG #1699 1881056 
0 071051Z JUL SS ZFFS 
~M USOE L SECRETARY IN HON G KONG 

TO Sfj;SfAJE ASHll ll!ME'O[AT 0191 

INFO USIA WASHDC I MMEDIATE · 
AMEMBASSY BAN DAR SERI BEGAWAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBAS SY BAN GKOK I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JAK ARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMB AS SY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 
AME MBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 
AME MBAS SY PORT MORESBY IMMEDIATE 
AME MBASSY RANGOON I MMEO I ATE 
AME MBASSY SEOUL I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE IMMEDIATE 
AM EMBASSY SUVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY \/Ell I NG TON I MMEO I ATE 
AIT TAIPEI 
CI NCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SE CTO 13014 

SECTO 

STATE FOR PA AND PA / PRESS ; OP CENTER PLEASE PASS 
1/H ITE HOUSE FOR MR. SPEAKES ANO MR . SIMS AND NSC; 
USIA FOR P/PFF, PI P, P/FW, P/ FN, VOA, EA; EMBASSIES 
FDR USI S; BEIJ ING FOR P&C; AIT FOR CIS; 
CI NCPAC FOR US I A ADVISER 

E. 0. 12356 : NIA 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJEG-T : S-rATft1rNT fN HONG KONG 

1. THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT \/AS ISSUED IN HONG KONG 
ON JULY 7, 19 85, EMB ARGOED UNTIL 4: 30 PM HONG KONG TIME. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE VIETNAME SE HAVE INFORMED US IN OUR TECHNICAL­
LEVEL MEETING IN HANOI, JULY 3-6, THAT THEY WILL 
REPATRIATE THE REMAINS OF 26 INDIVIDUALS AND PROVIDED 
MATERIAL EV I DENCE OR INFORMATION ON SI X OTHERS . \IE 
WELCOME THE VIETNAMESE ACTION IN OUR LATEST TECHNICAL 
TALKS. \IE LOOK FORWARD TO TH IS TURNOVER, 1/H I CH IIOULD 
BE THE LARGEST SINCE THE END OF THE IIAR AND IN LINE 
11 1TH PLEDGES MADE BY FOREI GN MINISTER THACH IN HIGH­
LEVEL NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS I SSUE SINCE 1982 . \IE ARE 
APPRECI ATI VE OF THI S CONCRETE DEMONS TRAT I ON OF HI S EX­
PRE SS ED COMMI TMENT TO ACCELERATE EFFORTS ANO LOOK 
FORWARD TO CONT INUED RAPID PROGRESS. 

ENO TEXT . 
SHULTZ 

BT 
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USDEL SECRETARY IN 3030 DTG:090034! JUL 85 PSN : 036709 

AN005764 TOR: 190/ 01382 

DISTRIBUTION: CHLD-01 DEGR-01 SIGU-01 LAUX-Cl /004 A2 

I/H TS AS SIGNED DI STR I BUT I ON: 

SIT: 
EOB : 

OP I MME O 
STU6208 
DE RUEHOK 13030/01 1900038 
0 0900342 JUL 85 ZFF-4 
FM USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKO 

TO SECSTATE 1/ASHD IMMEDIATE 82-18 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 10 SECTO 13030 

DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS AND EAP 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS : OVIP mHULTZ, GEORGE P. ) 
SUBJECT : HONG K-ONG ' f'Oll/NIA BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

FLIIG HOtlG KONG 11735 SENT ACTION BANGKOK BEING 
RPTD FOR YOUR INFO QUOTE: 

US IA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
JUDY O' NEILL 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 
DRAFT FOR CLEARAN.CE 

1. THE DRAFT TRANSCRIPT OF THE BR I Ef I NG ON JULY 7 
FOLLOIIS FOR YOUR CORRECTIONS AND CLEARANCE. HONG KONG 
10 DAVE MILLER'S PHO.NE NUMBER IS 5- 8412265 RPT 
S-8412265 . 

THE FOLLOIIING IS A TRANSCRIPT OF A BRIEFING BY 
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS IN HONG KONG JULY 7, 
1985, ON POii/MiAS.: 

ffiEGIN TRANSCRIPT) 
Q: • •. 000 MAY NOT HAVE TAKEN THE 13 OUT FROM LAOS 

OUT Of THAT. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: THE DIFFERENCE BETIIEEN THE -- YOU 

SAID 2477 AND HE SAID 2464 -- THE DIFFERENCE THERE IS 
THE 13 THAT WERE JUST IDENTIFIED OUT OF THE LAO 
EXCAVATION . 

ACHIN OFFICIAL: YOU HAVE THE STATEMENT ANO I> 
<ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS) WILL SPEAK ON BACKGROUND 

ATTRIBUTABLE TO U.S. OFFICIALS. 
Q: • •• TALKING Of EXCAVATIONS, WHAT HAPPENED IN 

HANO I IN TERMS Of THEM AGREE I NG OR NOT AGREE I NG TO A 
JOINT EXCAVATION OF THE PLANE SITE NEAR HAIPHONG? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL : CAN YOU SPEAK TO THAT? 
ACHIN OFFICIAL : THEY CONDUCTED A SURVEY OF THE 

B-52 SITE THAT THEY HAD VISITED PREVIOUSLY IN APRIL. 
SURVEYS ARE NORMALLY A PRECURSOR TO AN EXCAVATION AND 
THERE ' S NO REAL REASON TO DO A SURVEY UNLESS YOU' RE 
GOING TO EXCAVATE IT, SO --

ADMIN OFFICIAL : COULD THAT BE --
ADMIN OFFICIAL : --THE JCRC WITH THE VIETNAMESE 

CSN : HCE331 AUTHORIT IES. 
Q: BUT THE VIETNAME SE DID NOT SAY ANYTHING ABOU T 

AN EXCA VATION? 
AOMI IJ OFF I CI AL: 1/E DO N' T HAVE A COMMITME NT TO AU 

EXCAVATI ON BUT THEY DID AGREE TO AND HAD THE SUR VEY. 
Q: \/HAT DOES TH AT MEAU, " A SURVEY"? 
ADM IN OFFIC I AL: THE JCRC SPECIALISTS GO OUT AND 

LOOK AT THE SITE AND DETERMINE \/HAT IT IIOULD TAKE TO 
EXCAVATE IN TERMS OF MAN HOURS AND TERMS OF LABOR , THE 
GEUERAL OUTLI NE OF THE AREA, AND THEN THAT ' S THE BASI S 
FOR THE LOGISTI CS REQUIR EMENT S ANO OTHER THINGS IN 
CASE IT I/ ILL BE EXCAV ATED . 

0: \/AS THAT A DISAPPOINTMENT • • . ? 
Q: \/A S THE RE A CONT I NGENCY PLACED ON EXCAVATION; 

I F \IE DO SOMETHI NG, WOULD THEN ... ? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL : NO. 
0: IS THE LACK OF A POSIT I VE COMMITMENT TO A 

JOINT SURVE Y A DIS APPOINTMENT? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : NO, THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS TO 

SOLVE TH IS ISSUE AND THE FACT THERE ' S A UNILATERAL 
TURNOVER OF SO MANY RE MA INS IS EXTREMELY POSITIVE. IF 
THEY EXC/W ATE THEMSELVE S, IT ' S FINE 111TH US, JUST AS 

LONG AS IT GETS DOUE. 
0: CAN I GO BACK TO THAT QUEST I ON OF HD\/ MAN Y ARE 

STI LL MI SSING IN VIET NAM AND HOii MANY ARE STILL 

MI SSIUG 1.N LAOS? I 

ADMIN OFFIC IAL: I ' ll GET THAT FOR YOU . 1/E'VE GOT 
THAT MATER IAL TO HAND OUT. I ' ll HAVE TO LOOK AT THOSE 
NUMBERS; IF DOD HAS NOT SUBTRACTED THE 13, THEN THE Y 
1/0ULDU ' T ADD UP. 

0: BUT ROUGHL Y HALF OF THEM ARE IN VIETNAM-- OR A 

LITTLEOVERHALP \ 
ADMIN OFFICI AL: IN LAOS, IT ' S CLOSE TO 600 AND IN 

CAMBODI A - -

0: IT 'S ABOUT 901 

ADM IN OFFI CIAL: YE S, ABOUT 80-SOME AND 89 ANO THE 
REST ARE IN VI ETNAM. THAT'S THE -- OKAY. 

Q: AM I NO T CORRECT THAT THESE NUMBERS ARE ALL 
THE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE I/HOSE BODIES WEREN ' T FOUND OR 
\/HO WERE N'T POSITIVEL Y IDENTIFIED, AND YOU KNOii 
PERFECTLY \/E LL TH AT YOU ' RE NOT GOING TO EVER HAVE ALL 
OF THEM ACCOUNTED FOR BECAUSE SOME OF THEIR BODIES ARE 

IN JUllGLE S AN D OTHER THIN GS, SO -- IS THAT RIGHT? 
ADMIN OFFIC I AL: \IE KNOW THAT. I MEAN, 1/E ' RE 

CLE AR ABOUT TH AT. AND \IE HAVE ASKED -- OUR REPEATED 
COUCERN IS FOR THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING . AND 
\IE KNO ii THE FULLEST POSS IBLE ACCOUNTING ISN' T GOING TO 
BE ANY THING CLOSE TO THE 2500, BUT IT \/ILL BE 
SUB STAN TI AL LY MORE THAN \/HAT \IE HAVE NOii. 

0: SO \/H AT 1/0ULD IT TAKE IN ORDER FOR TH IS MATTER 
- - FROM THE UUI TEO STATES ' POINT Of VIEi/ -- TO BE 
RESOLVED? HOii 1/0ULD YOU EVER DETERMINE THAT YOU HAVE 
BT 
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BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USOEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
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E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT --

THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : THAT ' S A LITTLE HARD TO SAY. TO 

SOME EXTENT I TH INK THE ANSI/ER IS, YOU 1/0ULO KNOii \/HEN 
YOU HAVE IT . ONE TH I NG \IE DO KNOii IS THAT \IE DON'T 

HAVE IT NOii. YOU CERTAINLY KNOii, AS \IE KNOii NOii, THAT 
\IE DON ' T HAVE THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING ANO YOU 

KNOii I/HEN THERE ARE SITES THAT COULD BE EXCAVATED THAT 

ARE EXCAVATED, YOU KNOii \/HEN THERE'S INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE THAT ISN'T GIVEN TO YOU AND AS \IE PROCEED, 

IF \IE -- I HEAN IT'S A LITTLE HARD TO PREDICT IT 111TH 

PRECISION, BUT I THINK I/HEN \IE GOT THERE, \IE 1/0ULD 

KNOii IT. 
0: CAN YOU SEE TH IS IN 2 YEARS? I HEAN, COULD 

YOU . . • ? 
0: CAN YOU SEE THAT CONDITION BEING FULFILLED IN 

2 YEARS? 
ADHIN OFFICIAL : I THINK \IE COULD, YES . I MEAN, 

IT 1/0ULD TAKE A LOT OF I/ORK TO 00 IT -- FULLY; THAT 

QUICKLY . 
Q: 00 THESE STEPS BY THE VI ETNAHESE PAVE THE 1/AY 

FOR SOME KIND OF PERMANENT U.S. DELEGATION IN VIETNAM? 

AOMIN OFFICIAL : \IE HAVE SAID THAT IF THE 

VIETNAMESE I/ERE TO SUB STANT I ALLY ACCELERATE THE 
EFFORTS ON THIS ISSUE SO AS TO HAKE IT REALLY 

r , NECESSARY TO HAVE AMERICAN TECHNICAL PEOPLE IN VIETNAM 
ON A FULLTIME BASIS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PROGRESS THAT 
THEY ' RE PREPARED TO MAKE, THAT \IE ARE PREPARED TO PUT 
AMERICANS IN VIETNAM ON A FULLTIME BASIS. 1/E ' RE A 
LONG 1/AY FROM THAT -- I DON'T -- \IE STILL DON ' T KNOii 
I/HAT THE VI ET NAME SE ARE REALLY PREPARED TO DO IN TH IS 
OFFER OF THEIRS TO RESOLVE IT \/!THIN 2 YEARS . 1/E'RE 
GOING TO HAVE TO HAVE SOME VERY CAREFUL DISCUSSIONS 
111TH THEM ANO 1/E'LL SEE AT THE ENO OF THAT \/HAT THAT 
HIGHT MEAN IN TERMS OF AN INCREASED AMERICAN PRESENCE. 

Q: I/HAT HIGHT THE FIRST STEP BE TO HAVE THESE 

CONVERSATIONS Ill TH THEM? 
ACHIN OFFICIAL : OBVIOUSLY, THE FIRST STEP IS TO 

DEFINE VERY CLEARLY ON OUR SIDE WHAT A 2-YEAR SCHEDULE 

\ 

HIGHT LOOK LIKE SO THAT 1/E KNOii THAT \IE THINK NEEDS TO 

BE DONE I N ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH IT ON THAT KIND OF 

SCHEDULE AND THEN 1/E ' VE GOT TO TALK DIRECTLY 111TH THE 

VIETNAMESE TO SEE IF THE Y' RE PREPARED TO HAKE THAT 
KltlD OF PROGRE SS . \IE HAVE HAD THAT KIND OF OISCUSSIOII 

11 1TH THE VI ETUAMESE PREVIOUSLY AND I DO \/AN T TO 
UNDERSCORE THAT BE CAUSE THERE I/AS AT LE• ST ONE PRE SS 

ACCOUNT THAT SAI D THI S 1/0ULO BE THE FIRST SUCH 
CONT ACT S 11 1TH THEN SINCE THE END OF THE VIETNAM I/AR 
ANO THAT ' S NOT TRUE. IN FACT , 1/E'VE HAD -- I BELIEVE, 

5 DIFFERENT ME ET ltlGS 11 1TH THEM -- HI GH-LEVEL MEETINGS 
Otl THI S SUBJECT JUST IN THE LAST 3 YEARS, 3 OF THE M IN 

HAIW I AIW TH EY HAVE IN THE PAST LED TO SOME PROGRE SS, 

THE KI ND OF PROGRE SS THAT 1/E'RE SEEING NOii; THE 

ESTABLI SHHEtlT OF THE REGULAR TECHNICAL MEETINGS IN THE 

FIR ST PLACE GREIi OUT OF THOSE DISCUSSIONS -- THE 

AGREEMENT TO INCREASE THEN FROM 4 A YEAR TO 6 A YEAR--
GREIi OUT OF mFFICIAL ' S) MOST RECENT -- OOFFICIAL'S ) 

MO ST RECE NT CONVERSATIONS 111TH THE VIETNAMESE FOREIGN 

MINI STE R IN HANOI IN FEBRUARY, AND PRESUHABLY, \IE 
1/0ULO CERTAINLY PURSUE . SOMETHING AS AMBITIOUS AS 

RE ALLY GETTING THIS ISSUE OUT OF THE 1/AY IN 2 YEARS 

1/0ULD PROBABLY MEAN DISCUSSIONS -- SOMETHING ON THAT 
ORDE R. I CAN' T GIVE YOU A TIME OR PLACE OR \/HO 1/0ULO 

CONDUCT THEN. 
0: I HAVE SEVERAL QUESTIONS ON THIS 2-YEAR 

BUS I tlES S. 
0: IT ' S 5 HIGH - LEVEL MEETINGS IN 3 YEARS OR \/HAT ? 

AONI N OFFICI AL: \/HAT IS IT -- I/HEN I/AS THE 

FIR ST - - IT ' S \/! THIN THE LAST 3 YEARS . 

AD HIN OFF IC IAL: \/H AT? THE 5 MEETINGS? 

AD MI N OF FIC IAL: YES. THEY STARTED IN, THE FALL 

OF ' 83 WAS TH E FIRST ONE . 
ADMIN OFFI CIAL : NO. THE FALL OF ' 82. 

AOMIN OFF IC IAL: ' 821 

AD NI N OFF IC IAL: I N HANOI . THAT'S RIGHT . 

ARMI TAGE. 
AD HIN OFF IC IAL: TH AT \/AS -- FEBRUARY OF ' 83 \/AS 

THE ARMIT AGE MI SS ION TO HANOI , THE SECOND ONE. THAT 'S 

THE ONE - -
ADM I N OFFIC IAL: YE S, FEBRUARY OF '84. 
AO MI N OFFI CIAL: THE FIRST ONE I/AS ARMITAGE ' S 

MI SSION TO HAN OI \/HICH \/AS OCTOBER '82, THEN YOU HAO A 

MEET ING 111 TH TH ACH I N NE W YORK IN THE FALL OF ' 83 - -
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E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, Gf/ORGE P.) 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGK OK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
JUDY O'N EI LL \ 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFI NG TRANSCRIPT 

ADM IN OFF IC I AL: R I GH T. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: -- THEN ARMITAGE WENT TO HANOI IN 

FEBRUARY OF ' 84; YOU HAD ANOTHER MEETING WITH THACH IN 
THE FALL OF '84 ANO YOU I/ENT TO HANOI IN FEBRUARY OF 
LAST YEAR. THAT'S S TOTAL. 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: RIGHT . 
AOHIN OFFICIAL: THIS STATEMENT SAYS THE 

VIETNAMESE IND ICATE THEIR DESIRE TO RESOLVE THIS, ANO 
THEN "DASH DASH," 'ANOTHER 1/ELCOME PLEDGE." NOii, IS 
TH IS A DES I RE OR A PLEDGE OR QUI TE \/HAT IS THEIR 
COMM! TMENT? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: \/ELL, THEIR NORMAL PATTERN IS TO 
MAKE A STATEMENT LIKE THAT -- THEY MADE THE COMMITME NT 
IN '84, FOR EXAMPLE , TO ACCELERATE PROGRESS ON TH IS 
ISSUE. THAT \/AS EARLY '84. IIE'RE NOii SEEING EVIDENCE 
OF FULFILLMENT OF THAT PLEDGE. UNTIL THERE 'S 
FULFILLMENT, \IE CALL IT A PLEDGE AND A COMMITMENT . 

Q: OKAY . THEY 010 MAKE A COMMITMENT TO DO THIS 
1/ITHIN 2 YEARS AND THIS WAS TOLD TO THE TEAM THAT \/AS 
THERE? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: THAT \IAS TOLD LAST WEEK TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER MOCHTAR \/HO PASSED IT TO US ANO THEN 
HE ANNOUNCE O IT PUBL I CLY. 

Q: HOW ABOUT TO YOUR TEAM THAT \/AS IN HANOI? 010 
THEY TELL THEM THAT? 

AOMIN OFFICIAL : I DIDN 'T SEE THAT 
AOMIN OFFICIAL : I DIDN 'T SEE THAT 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: THAT COULD BE, BUT I 010 NOT SfE 

IT IN THERE. 
Q: I/HAT WAS THE --
ADMIN OFFICIAL : DID THEY REPEAT TO THE JCRC TEAM 

THE DESIRE TO RESOLVE THIS 2 YEARS -- 2 YEAR THING? 
ADl1IN OFFICIAL: BELIEVE THEY DID --
ADl11N OFFICIAL : I THINK THEY 010 . I THINK THAT 

\/AS THE LAST PARAGRAPH IN THAT MESSAGE WE GOT THIS 
MORN I NG . 

0: IS THIS THE KIND OF INITIATIVE THAT MIGHT 
REQUIRE SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ TO GET lt!VOLVEO IN 
AN Y \IAY ' 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: \/ELL, OB VIOUSLY, HE ' D BE INVOLVED 
IN THE DECISIONS MADE ON --

0: -- DIRECT TALKS ? 
AOMlll OFFICIAL : I DON ' T THINK SO, NO. 
0: COULD \IE TALK ABOUT THE POLITICS A LITTLE BIT 

OF TH IS ' THE VIETNAMESE SEEME D TO BE INTERESTED IN 
SPEEDING UP THE PROC ESS NOii. TOI/ARD \/HAT END AS FAR 
AS YOU ' RE CONCERt/ED? 

ADMltl OFFICIAL: l ' M PRETTY RELUCTANT TO START 
SPECULATING ABOUT THEIR MOT IVES. IN FACT, OUR MAIN 
COtlCERN IS TO MAKE PROGRESS ON THIS ISSUE AND LOOK 
PARTICULARLY AT \/HAT IS ACTUALLY -- \/HAT ACTUALL Y 
HAPPENS AS OPPOSED AS TO \/HAT MIGHT BE THE INTENTIONS 
IN THE FUTURE. I CAN TELL YOU THAT THE ARGUMENTS THAT 
THE INOOt/ESIAN FOREIGN MINISTER HAS BEEN MAKI NG TO THE 
VIETNAME SE HAVE BEE N AL L ALONG THE LINES OF, "IT'S 
TRUE THE AMERICANS WILL NOT NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH 
YOU UNTIL THERE 'S A SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA, BUT THIS, 
TOO, IS AN OBSTACLE IN NORMALIZATION ANO IT WOULD HAKE 
A LOT OF SENSE FROM YOUR 01/N POINT OF VIEi/ TO CLEAR 
THIS OBSTACLE OUT OF THE \IAY SO THAT \IE COULD 
COtlCENTRATE ON HOii TO GET A SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA. " 
I 1/0ULO ASSUME THAT SOME VERSION OF THAT LOGIC HAS 
PERHAPS PREVA ILED TO THE VIETNAMESE, BUT OF COURSE, 
THAT ASSUMES THAT \IE REALLY ARE ON THE VERGE OF MAKING 
THAT KltlD OF PROGRESS ANO I THINK WE \/ANT TO BE 
CAUTIOUS ABOUT -- \IE CONSIDER THIS A 1/ELCOME STEP, BUT 
\IE \/A NT TO BE CAUTIOUS ABOUT PREDICTING \/HERE IT 'S 
GOING TO ACTUALLY LEAD UNTIL 1/E ' VE HAD THE DI SCUSS IONS 

111TH THE VIETNAMESE ANO UN TIL 1/E'VE ACTUALLY SEEN 
TH INGS START TO HAPPEN. THE TURNOVER -- NOT THE 
TURNOVER, BUT THE INFORMATION THAT THEY CONVEYED TO 
OUR TEAM IN VIETNAM CERTAINLY 1/0ULD SUGGEST AN EARNEST 
OF GOOD INTENTI ONS, BUT AGAIN, 1/E HAVE TO SEE. 

Q: \/ELL, JUST LET ME -- CAN I JUST FOLLOW THAT 
UP ? IF THERE \/AS SOME SOR T OF ACCOUNTING TO YOUR 
SAT ISFACTIONS OF THE MIA'S, WOULD THE UNITED STATES BE 
WILLING TO TAKE PART IN ANY KIND OF NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THE SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA BEFORE THERE \/AS A 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS \IITH HANOI ? 

AOHIN OFFICIAL : I THINK OUR VIEi/ ON THAT WOULD BE 
VERY MUCH A FUNCTION OF WHAT THE ASEAN COUNTRIE S 
1/AIITEO US TO DO ANO \IE CONS I DER TH IS AS FIRST ANO 
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DEPARTMENT FOR PA ANO PA/PRESS AND EAP 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OV IP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT : HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
JUDY O'NEILL 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG P0\1/HIAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT --

FOREMOST THEIR ISSUE. IT ' S THEIR SECURITY THAT'S AT 
STAKE AND \IE \/ANT TO TAKE OUR LEAD FROM THEM. IF THEY 
SAIi A USEFUL ROLE FOR US TO PLAY, \IE 1/0ULO CERTAINLY 
CONSIDER IT. THE MOST USEFUL THING WE BELIEVE WE CAN 
00, ANO I TH INK THEY BELIEVE TH IS ALSO, IS TO MAKE IT 
CLEAR TO VIETNAM THAT NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 111TH 
THE UNITED STATES, AND ALL OF THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS 
TO VIETNAM THAT COULD FLO\/ FROM THAT, ARE DEPENDENT ON 
THE RESOLUTION OF THE CAMBODIAN ISSUE, ANO THAT IS ONE 
OF THE MAJOR Pl ECES OF LEVERAGE THAT THE ASE AN 
COUNTRIES HAVE IN THIS EFFORT. 1/liETHER THEY WOULD 
\/ANT US TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY MORE ACTIVE WAY IN 
NEGOTIATIONS OR NOT IS SOMETHING THAT I THINK 1/0ULD BE 
VERY MUCH A FUNCTION OF ACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND SINCE 
THE NEGOTIATIONS AREN ' T GOING TO BEGIN IN A SERIOUS 
1/AY UNTIL VIETNAM SHOWS SOME REAL SIGNS OF 
FLEXIBILITY, WE'RE I THINK KIND OF SPECULATING ABOUT 
\/HAT FORM THEY MIGHT ENO UP TAKING . 

Q: MY NEXT QUESTION -- IS THIS THE LARGEST NUMBER 
OF REMAIN S TO BE RETURNED AT ANY ONE TIME? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: THE LARGEST SINGLE TURNOVER, 
THAT'S RIGHT. 

Q: AND \/AS TH IS EXPECTED FROM PREV I DU S 
0 I SCUSS IONS? 

ADM IN OFFICIAL: EXCUSE ME, I' VE USED THE \/ORD 
" TURNOVER " Tl/ICE AND 1'11 MISSPEAKING. IT'S A PROMISE 
OF A TURNOVER WITHIN -- I THINK THEY HAVE INDICATED A 
T 1l1E FRA~E OF ROUGHLY 6 TO 8 \/EEKS. 

Q: IS THERE ANY EXPLANATION --
Q: . .. THE LARGEST SINCE '75? 
AOMIN OFFICIAL: SINCE THE \/AR -- SINCE THE END OF 

THE \/AR . 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: IT'S THE LARGEST SINCE THE ENO OF 

THE \/AR, ISN ' T IT? 

CSN:HCE334 ADMIN OFFICIAL: \/ELL , SI NCE THE ENO OF THE WAR . 
ADMIN OFFICI AL: OKAY , THAT ' S RIGHT . 
Q: HAO YOU EXPECTED TH IS OR \/AS TH IS UNEXPECTED 

FROM PREVIOUS TALKS 7 

ADMIN OFF ICI AL: I TH INK IIE HAD NO PARTICULAR 

REASON TO EXPECT IT . 
ADMIN OFFICI AL: YOU DI D7 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: I THINK Ill THIS MEETING 1/E ' D 
EXPECTED SOME CONCRETE RE SULTS. THE MAGNITUDE OF \/HAT 

\IE GOT \/AS UNEXPECTED. 
Q: I/HAT EXPLAIIATION DID THE VI ETNAMESE GIVE THAT 

THEY HAVE FOUND THESE MANY MORE BOD I ES THAN BEFORE, OR 

DID THEY SAY? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: THEY PREV I OU SLY ANNOUNCED THE Y 

ARE SEARCHING FOR REMAINS AND lflFORMATION AND THEY'VE 

UNCOVERED SOME FOR US. 
Q: DID THEY SAY WHERE THESE PARTICULAR ONES CAME 

FROM? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: JUST THE PROVINCE S. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE AN Y SUSPICION AS TO \/HERE THEY 

ACTUALLY CAME FROM? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : I 1/0ULDll' T I/ANT TO SPECULATE. 

JUST HOPE THEY FINO HORE Al/0 BR I NG THEM OUT. 
Q: DID THEY GIVE THE NAME S OF THESE PEOPLE TO THE 

TEAM? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : YES, \IE DID, ANO THE NORMAL 

SEQUENCE IS \/HEN \IE RECEIVE THE REMA I NS BACK, THEY' LL 
GO TO THE Cll LAB FOR IDENTIFICATION THEN NEXT OF KIN 
NOTIFIED AND THEN THE NAME S ANNOUNCED PUBLICLY . 

Q: THEY' VE GI VEN THE NAME S? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: THEY HA VE. 
Q: ARE ANY OF THESE PEOPLE IIHO, AS I RE CAL l, 

THERE \/ERE SOME PEOPLE YOU KNOii THAT THEY KNEii 
SOMETHING ABOUT FROM OTHER CIRCUM STANCES, REPORTED 

FROM THE PEOPLE 1/liO \/ERE PRI SONER OR ONE THING OR 
ANOTHER . ARE ANY OF THESE NAME S IN THAT CATEGORY OF 
PEOPLE THAT YOU KNEii THEY KNE W? 

ADMl.ll OFFICIAL : PEND I NG POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION, 

WE CAN'T SAY FOR SURE, BUT SOME OF THEM DO CLE AR UP 
SOME KNO\IN DISCREP ANCY CASES IF IT ' S REAL. 

Q: WHEN THEY GIVE YOU NAME S OR HAVE GIVEN YOU 
NAMES IN THE PAST, HAVE THE SE TURNED OUT TO BE THE 
PEOPLE \/HO ARE THE REMA INS' 

ADMIN OFFICI AL : THERE 'S BEEN SOME -- A FEW 
ERRORS, BUT NORMALLY SPEAKIN G, THEY ' RE PRETTY GOOD . 

Q: \/HAT DO YOU HEAN , " DISCREPANCY CASES"? DO YOU 
HEAN PEOPLE --

ADMIN OFFIC IAL : PEOPLE THAT WERE KNO\IN POW ' S ANO 
BT 
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E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OV IP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BR I EFI NG TRANSCRIPT 

USI A 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 

JUDY O' ME ILL 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT : HONG KONG POW/MIAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

DIDN ' T RETURN. EITHER BY PHOTO OR BROADCAST THROUGH 
RADIO HANOI OR PRAVDA, THINGS LIKE THAT . 

Q: DO YOU HAU.EN TO RECALL \/HAT THE NE XT LARGEST 
TURNOVER OF REMA I NS \/AS? \/AS IT 13 AND THIS IS Tl/ICE 

AS BIG OR -- ? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : I'll HAVE TO GET THE NUMBER. 

SOMETHING --
ADMIM OFFICIAL: B.ALLPARK WOULD BE ABOUT 20, 

\/DUL ON' T IT? 
AOMIM OFFICIAL " YES, I 1/0ULD SAY -- RIGHT AFTER 

-- ' 75 WAS AROUND 20, I TH INK. 
Q: YES . AFTER THE WAR? 
ADM IM OFFICIAL: IT WAS RIGHT TOI/ARDS THE END OF 

THE I/AR. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: WE ' LL TRY TO HAVE THE SPECIFIC --
0: I/AS THAT AFTER 1/E PULLED OUT? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : FRANKLY, 1/E HAVE TO GET SOMEBODY 

TO TAKE OUT OUR LI ST. 1/E DON ' T HAVE IT Ill TH US . 
Q: I/HEN I/ILL THE REMAINS OF THESE BE RETURNED? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : \IE THINK 6 TO 8 \/EEK S. 

Q: SIX -- n 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : 6 TO 8 I/EEKS. 
Q: THE AMER I CANS --
Q: All IN ONE BUNCH? 
ADM IN OFF IC I Al : YES . THAT ' S NORMALLY THE 1/AY 

IT ' S DONE. 
Q: THEY ARE ALL AMERICAN SERV I CEMEN, RIGHT? THE 

BOD I ES? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : THEY ARE ALL ALLEGED TO BE 

AMERICAN SERVICEMEN . AGAIN, \IE HAVE CIVILIANS 
MISSING, TOO, AND THERE MAY BE --

Q: BUT THEY ARE ALL AMERICANS, RIGHT? 
AOMIN OFFICIAL : ALL AMERICANS . 
Q: AND MOST --

ADMIN OFF ICIAL : PE NDING IDENTIFICATION. I ME AN , 
TH AT'S THE QUAL IFIC ATI ON 1/E AL WAYS HAVE TO PUT ON 
UNTI L WE' VE ACTU AL LY EXAMI NED THEM. THERE HAVE BEE N 
ONE OR Tl/0 CASES THAT HAVE TURNED OUT NOT TO BE. 

Q: I/AS THERE ANY MESSAGE SENT THROUGH THE 
TECHtllCAL TEAM ABOUT I/HAT VIETN AM WOUL D L IKE TO SEE 
DONE ON TH E CAMBODIAN ISSUE? THERE'S NO ATT EMPTED 

LI NKAGE TH ERE OR ANYTHING? 

ADMIN OFFICI AL : NO . 
ADMIN OFFI CIAL : THAT DOESN'T COME UP AT ALL I N 

THOSE FORUMS. 
0: 00 YOU SE E ON THAT PO INT - - DO YOU SEE ANY 

CONTRADIC TIONS OR DI FFIC UL TY IN ASK I NG VI ETNAM AND 
CO OPER ATING 11 1TH VIET NAM TO INCREASE THE COOPERATION 
IN THE PRI SONER -- ON THE MIA FIELD AT THE SAME TIME 
TH E UNITED ST ATE S GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO BE READY TO 
STEP UP I TS AID TO THE RE SISTANCE FORCES FIGHTING 
VI ETNAM IN CAMBODI A? DO YOU THINK THAT ' S GOING TO 

CAUSE PROBLE MS 111 TH VI ET NAM OR IS IT Tl/0 TOTALLY 

UNRELA TED TH INGS OR WHAT ? 
ADMIN OFFICI AL: NO, 1/E AND VIETNAM HAVE AGREED 

THAT THIS IS A HUMAN ITARIAN I SSUE AND SHOULD BE 
RE SOLVED WITHOUT RELAT I ON TO OUR DIFFERENCES ON OTH ER 
I SSUES. WHETH ER TH AT' S TOTALLY REALISTIC OR NOT ONE 
CAtl ARGUE ·ABOUT, BUT THAT I S, IN FACT, THE POSITION 1/E 
HAVE BOTH. TAKEN . 1/E BELIEVE STRONGLY IT IS/ A 
HU MAN I TAR IAN I SSUE AN O SHOULD BE CLEARED UP; THAT, IN 
FACT, I THI NK, ATT EMPTS BY VIETNAM TO MANIPULATE IT 
FOR POLITICAL ADVANTAGE ARE REALLY QUITE 
COUN TER - PRODUCTIVE AN D PERHAPS THAT IS SINKING IN; 
THAT IN TERMS OF VI ET NAM' S 01/N INTERESTS, I 1/0ULO 
THINK, IN GETTING A FAVOR ABLE CLIMATE FOR COK$IDERING 
ITS CAS E IN A SETTL EMENT, CERTAINLY IT DOESN ' T HELP TO 
HAVE TH IS I SSUE HANG I NG OVER TH I NGS. BUT WE HAVE 

TRIE D VERY HARO TO KEEP THE SE 1110 ISSUES SEPARATED, TO 
CONV I NCE THE ASEAN COUN TRIES THAT - - AND I THINK TH EY 
ARE CONVINCE D -- THAT 1/E CAN DISCUSS THIS ISSUE 11 1TH 
HAtlOI AS A HUMANI TAR I AN MATTER WITHOUT BEING PUSHED 
INTO CONCESS IONS ON THE POL IT I CAL FRONT. AND, 
FRANKLY, THE FAMI L IES OF THE MISSING HAVE BEEN 
1/0tl OER FUL IN TH AT REG ARD. THEY ARE VERY ANXIOUS TH AT 
THE U. S. GOVERNMEN T PURSUE EVERY REASONABLE CHANNEL 
FOR GETT ING AN AC COUNTING, AND QUITE INSISTENT ABOUT 
THAT, BUT THEY HAVE NEVER IN ANY WAY PRESSURED US TO 
MAKE POL I IT ICAL CONCE SS IONS IN ORDER TO MAKE PROGRE SS . 

Q: I/H EN YOU ARE DOI NG THE TECHNICAL TALKS, DO YOU 
EVER BRING UP ANY OF THE ALLEGED SIGHTINGS WITH THE 

VIETNAME SE OR IS TH AT NOT AN ISSUE THAT YOU DEAL 
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E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS : OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P. I 
SU BJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
JUDY O'NEILL 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT --

DIRECTLY 11 1TH THEM? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: 1/E HAVE TALKED ABOUT THE PROBLEM 

OF POSSIBLY LIVE AMERICANS IN VIETNAM, PRINCIPALLY 
ALONG THE LINES OF MAKING IT CLEAR TO THEM THAT IF 
THERE ARE LIVE AMERICANS AND THEY I/ILL TURN THEM OVER 
TO U, THAT \IE I/ILL COOPERATE IN MAKING THAT AS 

· UNEMBARRASSING A QUESTION AS POSSIBLE AND THAT WE ARE 
INTERESTED IN GETTING OUR PEOPLE BACK, NOT IN POINT ING 
TH FINGER --

Q: EVEN IF OUR PEOPLE DON'T ANT TO COME BACK? I 
MEAN, THE SPECULATION IS THAT THERE MAY BE HALF A 
DOZEN RUNNING AOUND IN THERE I/HO HAVE NO INTENTION OF 
COMING BACK? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: WELL, IT'S OUR STRONG FEEL ING 
THAT THEIR FAMILIES ARE ENTITLED TO KNOii THEIR 
CIRCUMSTANCES EVEN IF THEY DON'T I/ANT TO RETURN, AND -­

ADMIN OFFICIAL: -- IT'S ALSO OUR POSITION WE 
REFUSE TO CHARACTERIZE ANYONE BEFORE THEY COME OUT, 
REGARDLESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF SIGHTING. 

ADMIN OFFICIAL : I THINK IT 'S HARD TO MAKE A 

JUDGMENT THAT SOMEBODY REALLY DOESN ' T WANT TO COME 
BACK WHEN HE ISN'T EVEN ABLE TO TALK TO THE PEOPLE I/HO 
HAVE THE STRONGEST INTEREST IN SEEING HIM RETURN . 

Q: WHAT ARE THE ODDS ... ? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: OBV IOUSLY, IF I MIGHT UNDERSCORE 

ON THIS POINT, ONE OF THE THINGS IN THE PAST THAT HAS 
DEMONSTRATED THAT THERE IS A REAL PROBLEM HERE, AND 
THAT CAUSES PROFOUND ANXIETY FOR THE FAMILIES, IS THE 
VERY WELL-KNOWN CASE OF PRIVATE GARl/000 I/HO I/AS THERE 
FOR 6 YEARS AFTER THE END OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN 
VIETNAM DURING WHICH PERIOD THE VIETNAMESE \/£RE 
DENYING THAT THERE WERE ANY AMERICANS STILL LEFT . 
WELL, OBVIOUSLY, HE I/AS THERE AND THERE COULD BE 
OTHERS IN -- ANO THAT IS FOR ANYONE WHOSE LOVED ONES 

ARE STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR, OBVIOUSLY, AN ANNOYING 
PROBLE M. 

Q: IS THERE ANY WAY TO PUT ODDS ON THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THERE ARE OTHER AMERICANS ALIVE IN VIETNAM . 

AOMIN OFFICI AL: \IE DON ' T -- NO, I DON ' T THINK YOU 
CAN PUT ODDS ON IT AND \IE DON ' T TRY TO. 

0: \/HAT ARE THE CREDIBILITY OF SOME OF THE 
REPORT S, FOR EXAMPLE? YOU MUST --

ADMIN OFFICIAL: THERE ARE A LOT OF REPORTS THAT 
\IE HAVE -- I MEAN, \IE SPEN D A LOT OF TIME IN GOING 
THROUGH THESE REPO RTS IN TRYING TO CHECK THEM OUT. 
THERE ARE A LOT TH AT CORRELATE IN THE END TO PEOPLE 
\/HO DID COME BACK -- SOME OF THEM CAME BACK IN THE ' 75 
PERIOD, I GUESS . THERE ARE A LOT THAT SEEMED TO TURN 
OUT TO BE FABRICATIONS, THEN THERE IS A LARGE NUMBER 
THAT SEEM TO HOLD UP UNDER VARIOUS KINDS OF TESTS OF 
ACCURAC Y. \IE DOW T HAVE THE KIND OF EVIDENCE THAT 
1/0ULD PROVE THERE ARE LIVE AMERICANS IN VIETNAM, BUT 
\IE ALSO HAVE TO ACT Oil THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE MAY 
BE, AND THAT IS HOii \IE PROCEED, AND 1/E DON'T TRY TO 
PUT A PROBABILITY ON IT. 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH 
SIGHTINGS IS TIME AND SPACE FACTORS . IF A REFUGEE 
COME S OUT IN 1984 AtlD HE SAIi, FOR EXAMPLE, Tl/0 
CAUCASIAN S \/HO HE BELIEVED TO BE AMERICANS IN A SAMPAN 
BET WEEN (PLACE NAME) AND SOME VILLAGE, YOU OBVIOUSLY 
CAN'T CONFIRM THAT AT THAT TIME, BUT HIS BACKGROUND 
MAY CHECK OUT. HE MAY PASS A POLYGRAPH TEST AND 
VARIOUS OTHER THINGS, BUT IT'S SOMETHING YOU CAN'T 
FOLLOW UP AT THAT POINT IN TIME. 

0: IN THESE DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS EITHER 111TH 
MOCHTAR OR THE TEAM OR IN SOME OTHER 1/AY, HAS THERE 
BEE N ANY INDICATI ON OF A VIETNAMESE INTEREST OR 
MOVEMENT ON THE OTHER HUMANITARIAN ISSUE, THAT IS TO 

SAY, THE RE-EDUCATION CAMP PEOPLE AND THE OFFER THAT 
HAS BEEN MADE BY THE UNITE D STATES TO TAKE SOME OF 
THEM? 

AOMIN OFFICIAL: I GUESS THAT l'D HAVE TO SAY THAT 
THE MOVEMENT LATELY HAS BEEN ALL BACKIIARDS ANO THE 
HOST RECEttT STATEMENTS FROM THE VIETNAMESE SUGGEST A 
PRETTY INFLEXIBLE ATTITUDE ON THIS ISSUE. I DON ' T 
THINK THAT MEANS \IE \/ANT TO DROP IT, BUT MOST RECE NT 
COMME NTS BY LEDUC THO BACK IN -- THE END OF APRIL , I 
THINK -- THAT THEY 1/0ULON' T RETURN THESE -- LET THES E 
PEOPLE GO AT ALL . I HOPE THAT'S NOT TRUE, BUT THAT 'S 
\/HERE THE SITUATION IS NOW. 

Q: THAT IS NOT DEALT WI TH IN YOUR PRIVATE , 
TECHNICAL TEAMS I/HEN THEY GO? 
BT 
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DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS AND EAP 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT : HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 

JUDY O'NE ILL 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG P0\1/M I AS BRIEF I NG TRANSCRIPT 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: NO, THAT \IE HAVE PRINCIPALLY 
DEALT 111TH THROUGH OUR REFUGEE AFFAIRS PEOPLE. \IE 
HAVE -- THE VIETNAMESE INSIS1£D THIS \/AS NOT A UNHCR 
ISSUE AND \IE SAID, OKAY, 1/E'RE WILLING TD TALK ABOUT 
THIS 111TH YOU BILATERALLY AND 1/E HAVE DISCUSSED IT 
BILATERALLY ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS AND (OFFICIAL) 

DISCUSSED IT 111TH FOREIGN MINISTER THACH IN --
ADMIN OFFICIAL: -- Tl/ICE. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: Tl/ICE , IN NEIi YORK LAST FALL AND 

THEN AGAIN IN FEBRUARY, BUT THE TECHNICAL TEAMS ARE 
MADE UP OF MILITARY PEOPLE AT THE JOINT CASUALTY 
RESEARCH CENTER IN HONOLULU. THEY ARE REMARKABLE, 
REMARKABLE PEOPLE AND REMARKABLY COMPETENT AT THE JOB 
THEY DO, BUT THE JOB THEY DO IS RECOVERING MISSING 
AMERICANS AND THEY DON ' T GET INTO OTHER MATTERS. 

ADMIN OFFICIAL : THAT 'S A POINT, TOO. IF, ON A 
TECHNICAL PRESENCE IN HANOI, YOU'VE GOT TO KEEP IN 
MIND \/HAT 1/E'RE TALKING AOUT IS MID-RANK MILITARY 
PEOPLE DIGGING IN THE MUD, ESSENTIALLY. WE TALK ABOUT 
OFFICES AND PRESENCE AND ALL OF THAT -- 1/E'RE REALLY 
TALKING AOUT EXCAVATING CRASH SITES AND OPENING GRAVES 
UP IN PLACES. IT'S NOT --

ADMIN OFFICIAL: BY THE IIAY, JUST FOR THOSE OF YOU 
\/HO ARE INTERESTED. BOTH OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
DO SO MUCH OF THE BASIC I/ORK ARE IN HONOLULU . ONE IS 
THE JOINT CASALTY RESEARCH CENTER THAT TRIES TO 
CORRELATE I NF OR MAT I ON, FIGURE OUT 1/H ICH CASES ARE 
\/HERE, AND HOii THEY MIGHT BE PURSUED. THE OTHER IS 
THE CASUALTY IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY THAT TRIES TO 
PIECE OUT THE IDENTITY OF REMAINS \/HEN \IE GET THEM 
BACK, AND I TH INK BOTH OF THEM 1/0ULD PROBABLY BE 
AMENABLE TO SHOIIING SOME OF YOU THROUGH \/HEN WE'RE 
THERE NEXT I/EEK IF YOU'RE INTERESTED. \IE COULD TRY TO 
SET THAT UP. THE JCRC IS ALL THE 1/AY --

Q: I DON' T TH INK THEY ' VE DONE MUCH ON THAT. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : THEY HAVE NOT? OKAY. I 

SHOULDN ' T PROMISE I/HAT I CAN'T DELIVER. 
ADHI N OFFICIAL: THEY CAN TALK ABOUT THEIR 

METHODS, BUT IT IS , AFTER All , A MORTUARY, REALLY. 
THEY DON' T REALLY GET INTO A LOT OF NITTY-GRITTY. 

Q: YOU MEIHI ONED 6 TO 8 \/EEKS AS THE FIRST 
POS SI BLE TIME THAT \IE MIGHT SEE THE REMAINS OF THOSE 
26 INDIVIDUALS. ARE \IE GOING TO 1/AIT UNTIL THEN 
BEFORE THERE ARE ANY HIGH-LEVEL TAL KS ? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: I \IOULD SAY THAT \IE \IOULD PROCEED 
ON EXPLORING THE VIETNAME SE OFFER TO RESOLVE IT, THE 
ISSUE WITHIN T\10 YEARS AS QUICKL Y AS \IE CAN . WE'RE 
NOT -- I MEAN, THE QUESTION OF, IIE'O LIKE TO GET THESE 
REMAINS BACK AS QUICKLY AS \IE CAN, TOO, BUT THERE -­
THE TIMING OF THE T\10 IS NO -- THERE ' S NO CONNECTION 

BETWEEN THE TIMING OF THE Tl/0 . 

Q: 00 YOU HAVE --
ADM IN OFFICIAL : I \/ANTED -- THAT'S NOT A 

PREDICTION THAT ONE \/ILL HAPPEN SOON IN 6 TO 8 I/EEKS. 
Q: \/HAT KIND OF LEVEL OF HIGH-LEVEL TALKS ARE \IE 

TALKING ABOUT HERE ? 
ADMI N OFFICIAL : \/ELL, THE TALKS WE'VE HAD 

PREVIOUSLY HAVE BEE N 111TH THE VIETNAMESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER. THEY HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED EITHER BY MR. 
CHILDRESS \/HO ' S A SENIPR MEMBER OF THE NSC STAFF OR BY 
RICH ARMITAGE , \/HO IN THE FIRST INSTAtlCE I/AS A DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND THEN THE SECOND 
TIME HE \/ENT, \/AS AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFEN SE. 

SO, ROUGHLY, DICK ' S AND HY LEVEL -- SOME .PEOPLE 
CONSIDER THAT HIGH, SOME OF US DON'T, BUT ON THE 
VIETNAMESE SIDE, IT ' S THE FOREIGN MINISTER WHICH IS 

UNQUESTIONABLY HIGH-LEVE L. 
Q: WELL, THI S IS \/HAT PUZZLES ME, BECAU SE DICK 

\/AS IN THERE, ARMITAGE \/AS IN THERE, AND YET THE 
VIETNAMESE SPEC IFICALLY SAID, "\IE \/ANT HIGH-LEVEL 
TALKS" . NO\/, \/HAT DO THEY MEAN BY THAT? 

ADMIN OFFI CIAL: I SEE \/HAT YOU'RE SAYING, BUT I 
DON ' T READ THAT INTO IT AT ALL. l'M SAYING IT 'S 
ANOTHER HIGH-LEVEL MISSION. 

Q: THEY SIMPLY \/ANT YOU TO GO BACK AGAIN? 
ADMIN OFF ICIAL: FOR INSTANCE, THEY ASKED FOR 

HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS FOR DICK TO COME IN FEBRUARY AND 
IT TURNED OUT FOR THE REASON THAT THEY \/ERE PREPARED 
TO INCREASE THE FREQUENCY OF TECHNICAL MEETINGS. I 
DON ' T THINK THERE ' S ANY ISSUE ABOUT THE PAST LEVEL . 
THINK THE POINT IS THAT MOCHTAR HAS GOTTEN THROUGH TO 
THEM 111TH THE IDEA THAT, RATHER THAN DRIBBLING OUT 
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DEPARTMENT FOR PA ANO PA/PRESS ANO EAP 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP ISWULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT : HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

US I A 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USOEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 

JUDY O' NE Ill \ 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFI NG TRANSCRIPT --

EIGHT REMAINS A YEAR, THEY REALLY OUGHT TO MAKE AN 
EFFORT TO GET THIS ISSUE OUT OF THE \IAY. THE BASIC 
QUESTION IS GOING TO BE WHETHER THEY'VE MADE THAT KIND 
OF DECISION OR NOT. IF THEY'VE HADE IT, THE LEVEL ON 

WHICH WE'VE SET UP THE PROCESS IN THE PAST Will WORK 
IN THE FUTURE. IF THEY HAVEN'T HADE IT, NO LEVEL WILL 

SOL VE IT. 
Q: I JUST HAD A QUEST I ON. HOW HAVE THEY TR I ED TO 

INJECT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS INTO THIS ISSUE IN THE 

PAST? 
ADMIN OFF ICIAL: WE HAVE BEEN VERY CLEAR THAT WE 

WON'T PERMIT THAT ANO SINCE THEIR POSITION, IN FACT, 
THEIR LINE HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN THAT THIS IS A 
HUMANITARIAN ISSUE AND THEY'RE DOING EVERYTHING THEY 
CAN ABOUT IT. THEY HAVE AVOIDED SAYING THAT THIS IS 
TIED TO OTHER POLITICAL ISSUES. l ' M SURE THAT IF THEY 
THOUGHT THEY COULD USE IT AS LEVERAGE, I IMAGINE THEY 
WOULD TRY ANO OUR STRATEGY HAS BEEN TO PERSUADE THEM 

ANO I THINK WE'VE HAO SOME SUCCESS IN THAT REGARD, 
THAT THAT 'S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN AND THAT, AS I SA ID , 
VERY IMPORTANT, THIS HAS BEEN THE ATTITUDE OF THE 
FAMILIES, THAT THEY ARE NOT GOING TO SIT STILL TO BE 
MAN I PULATEO THAT WAY, BUT THAT IN A NEGATIVE 1/AY, IT 
CAN COST THEN POLITICALLY IF THEY CONTINUE TO TAKE THE 
POSTURE THEY HAVE TAKEN. 

Q: BUT THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NOT TRIED IT SO FAR 
ANO YOU' VE TURNED THEM DOWN ON IT? 

AOMIN OFFICIAL: IN THIS ADMINISTRATI ON,THEY'VE 
NEVER RAISED REPARATIONS, AID, TRADE, NORMALIZATION IN 
DIRECT TOUCH WITH THIS ISSUE AT ALL. 

Q: THEY 010 IN THE PREVI DUS ONE ? 
ADHIN OFFICIAL : IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING IN THE 

CARTER ADMINISTRATION THE TALKS BROKE DOWN, IN FACT, 
ON REPARATIONS ANO THOSE SORTS OF THINGS, BUT THEY'VE 

NEVER RA ISED IT 111TH OUR ADMINISTRATION. 
Q: YOU ' RE SAYING THAT THE RESOLUTION OF THE 

POW/MIA ISSUE \IOULO "IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE," ALLOW 
THE UNITED STATE S TO HELP "IN PROMOTING A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTI ON TO CAMBODIA, ONE IN 1/HI CH THE UNITED STATES, 
IF PART OF IT , WOULD NORMALIZE RELATIONS 111TH VIETNAM" 
-- THIS I/AS THE PRESS CONFERENCE WITH THE ASEAN 
JOURNALIST S OR SOMEBODY. CAN YOU -- I HEAN, IS THIS A 
CORRECT EXPRESS ION OF THE U.S. -- IS THIS QUOTATION 
CORRECTL Y QUOTED AS WHAT THE U.S. ATTITU DE IS AS TO 
I/HAT THE IMPACT OR RESOLVING THE MIA ISSUE WOULD BE? 
OR CAil YOU PU T IT INTO YOUR 01/N WORDS? 

AOMIN OFFIC AL : ACTUAL LY, I THINK THOSE ARE MY OIIN 

WORD S, SO I HAVE TO LIVE 111TH THEM, BUT I -- AND THIS 
IS A TRICKY OUE TO SAY -- MAY I PUT IT THIS IIAY -­

CLEARLY GETTIUG RID OF THIS ISSUE -- GETTING THIS 
I SS UE BEHIND US IIOULD REMOVE MAJOR OBSTACLES TO 
NORMALIZATION. IN FACT, IT'S AN OBS TACL E TO PEOPLE 
EVEN THINKING SERIOUSLY ABOUT NORMALIZATION. BUT IT'S 
NOT A STEP ON A SORT OF INEVITABLE ROAD TO 
NORMALIZATION BECAUSE NORMALIZATON IN THE END STILL 
DEPEtlDS ON THE RESOLUTION OF THE CAMBODIAN ISSUE. BUT 
I THINK IN MANY IIAYS OUR ABILITY TO PLAY A CREAT IVE 
ROLE IN A SE ARCH FOR A CAMBOO I AN SETTLEMENT, IF THERE 

WERE ONE TAKlllG PLACE, ANO I HAVE TO EMPHASIZE THAT IN 
THE FIRST PLACE REQUIRES SOME REAL DEMONSTRATION OF 
FLEXIBILITY FROM VIETNAM THAT \IE HAVEN 'T SEEN, BUT IF 
\IE HAO A MORE ACTIVE NEGOTIATING PROCESS GOING ON ANO 
\IE \/ERE TALK IIIG TO CONGRE SS HEN ABOUT THE ROLE THE U.S. 
COULD PLAY, I THINK ONE OF THE FIRST QUESTIONS 1/0ULD 
COME UP IS, "\/HY THE HELL ARE WE EVEN THINKING ABOUT 
TH IS WHEN THE VI ET NAME SE HAVEN ' T ACCOUNTED FOR OUR 01/N 
PEOPLE? " SO, IT 'S AN OBSTACLE THERE 1/HICH \IE WOULD 
THINK IIOULO BE IN EVERYONE'S BE NEFIT TO CLEAR OUT OF 

THE WAY, BUT IN THE END, NORMALIZATION IS GOING TO 
OEPEIID ON A VERY DIFFERENT ATTITUDE ON VIETNAl1'S PART 
111 TH REGARD TO CAM BOD I A. SO, IT'S - - I DON'T KNOii IF 
l ' VE MADE IT ANY CLEARER OR JUST MUODIEDJHE 1/ATERS 
SOME. IT IS COMPLEX -- I CAN'T SAY THERE'S NO 
RELA TI ON IN NORMALIZATION, BUT I 00 I/ANT TO HAKE IT 
VERY CLEAR THAT AS \IE HAVE MADE IT CLEAR TO THE 
VI ETH AME SE AND TO THE AS EANS THAT NORMALIZATION IS 

DEPENDENT ON A CAMBODIAN SETTLEMENT. 
0: ON THAT POINT, SECRETARY SHUL Tl \/AS NOTABLY 

NEGATIVE TOIIARD THE PROPOSAL BEING DISCUSSED BY ASEAN 
FOR PROXIMITY TALKS 111TH A VIETNAMESE DELEGATION 
INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HENG SAMRIN 
GOVERNMENT. IF THE U.S. OPPOSES THAT, WHAT CAN IT SAY 
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DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS AND EAP 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POW/MIAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 
JUDY O' NEILL 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT --

TO ASEAN WHICH HAS TAKEN THE LEAD, IF ASEAN \/ANTS TO 
GO AHEAD ON TH IS BASIS? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: \/ELL, MY UNDERSTANDING OF -- NOii 
THAT YOU'VE ASKED ME THIS BEFORE AND I HADN ' T HEARD IT 
ANO I READ THE TRANSCRIPT OF \/HAT THE SECRETARY SAID, 
AND l' VE TALKED TO HIM A LITTLE BIT ABOUT IT, BUT \/HAT 
HE WAS EMPHASIZING IS OUR STRONG CONCERN THAT WE NOT 
HAVE A PROCESS OF LEGITIMIZES THE HENG SAMRIN REGIME 
WHICH WE CONSIDER -- AND THE ASEAN COUNTRIES 
THEMSELVES CONSIDER -- TO BE REALLY NOTHING MORE THAN 
A PUPPET OF HANO I. 

Q: WE WERE TOLD --
ADMI N OFFICIAL : THAT'S A CONCERN THAT I BELIEVE 

IS SHARED BY THE ASEAN COUNTRIES ANO I WOULD EXPECT 
THAT THAT CONCERN IS GOING TO BE REFLECTED IN ANY 
PROPOSALS THAT COME OUT OF A ASEAN CONCENSUS . \IE ·MEAN 
IT WHEN WE SAY \IE RESPECT ANO SUPPORT THEIR LEAD AND 
WE WILL CONSIDER SERIOUSLY ANY PROPOSAL THAT THEY PUT 
FORWARD. BUT I THINK THE CONCERN THE SECRETARY 
UNDER SCORED IS AN ASEAN CONCERN AS WELL , AND IF 
THEY'RE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE , 
AND I DON ' T \/ANT TO PREDICT \/HERE THEY'RE GOING TO 
COME OUT, BUT FROM \/HAT I KNOii ABOUT THEIR 
DISCUSSIONS, THERE IS A LOT OF CONCERN AMONG THEM THAT 
THIS BE DONE IN A WAY -- I THINK ON SIHANOUK'S PART AS 
I/ELL, AND HE WAS INVOLVED IN THIS ORIGINALLY -- THAT 
IT NOT BE DONE IN A WAY THAT LEGITIMIZES THE HENG 

,SAMRIN REGIME. 
Q: YOU SAID THAT YOU'D LIKE TO EXPLORE THE 

Tl/0-YEAR FRAMEIIORK AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE . IS IT 
CONCEIVABLE THAT (OFFICIAL) 1/0ULD GO TO HANOI AFTER 
KUALA LUMPUR? I MEAN ARE \IE TALKING IN TERMS OF THAT 
QUICKLY AN EXPLORATION? 

ADMI N OFFICIAL: I TH INK REAL I ST I CALLY 1/E' RE 

CSN : HCE329 TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING THAT IS SUFFICIENTLY A BI G 
DEPARTURE FROM THE PACE OF PROGRESS TO DATE AND IF \IE 
START ON, ANO I THINK 1/E \/ANT TO BE VERY SURE THAT WE 
HAVE TH E MEANS TO DO THE JOB AND THE TIME TO FIND , SO, 
MY SEN SE IS JUST GETTI NG OUR POSITION CLEAR IS GOI NG 
TO TAKE MOR E TIME TH AN THAT. WE ' LL OBVIOUSLY \/A NT TO 
MOVE FOR WA RD AS QUICKL Y AS \IE CAN , BUT WE ALSO \/ANT TO 
MOVE FOR WA RD CAREFULL Y. I HAVE -- I MEAN, l ' M 
AVOID ING A PREDIC TION, BUT l ' M PRETTY CONFIDENT 
(OF FIC IAL) WI LL NOT GO TO HANOI RIGHT AFTER TH IS 
TRIP. IT WI LL TAKE MORE TIME TH AN THAT. 

Q: COULD YOU GI VE AUY GUESS -- I KNOii IT 'S NOT -­
YOU CO UL DU' T POSSI BL Y BE PREC ISE, BUT LOOKING AT 2400 
UNAC CO UN TED FOR, TO GET A FULL ACCOUNTING ARE \IE 
TAL K I NG ABO UT A HUNDRED, SEVERAL HUllDRED, WHAT 1/0ULD 
YOU GUESS IT WOULD BE ? 

ADMIN OFFICI AL: . .. THERE ARE -- NO, THERE ARE 
VER Y, VER Y GOOD REASONS FOR NOT TRYING TO MAKE THOSE 
SOR T OF GUE SSES AND CERTAINLY NOT TO NAIL THEM IN 
CONCRETE BECAU SE THERE REALLY IS A VERY 1/IDE RANGE IN 
POSSIBLE NUMBERS, AND WHETHER A PARTICULAR NUMBER IN 
THE END SEEMS TO BE OF THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTI NG 
OR NOT IS GOING TO BE A FUNCTION OF MORE THAN JU ST 
WHETHER THE NUMBER IS SOMEWHERE IN THE TARGET ZONE AND 
IT 'S GOING TO DEPEND ON, AS I SAID, THE KIND OF WORK 

WE SEE HAVI NG BEEN DONE. IF A LOT OF SITES HAVE BEE N 
EXCAVATED AND EXCAVATED THOROUGHLY AND NO ONE HAS BEEN 
TUR NED UP IN THEM, THAT MIGHT BE MORE MEANINGFUL THAN 
T\10 SITES EXCA VATED IN 1/H ICH 20 PEOPLE ARE TUR NED UP, 
BUT THERE ' S A \/HOLE BUNCH OF OTHER WORK THAT ' S 
UNDONE. I THI NK IT -- THERE'S CERTAINLY A LARGE 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT WE KNOW IN THE HUNDREDS THAT 
SIMPL Y CAN' T BE ACCOUNTED FOR FULLY , EVER. BUT THE 
RANGE ON WHAT MIGHT BE DONE IS SO LARGE THAT I TH INK 

IF WE SET OURSEL VES A TARGET , IT REALL Y BECOME S A 
PROBLEM IN SOL VING IT. 

Q: HOW MANY SITE S ARE THERE THAT -- FROM THE U.S. 
_ POI IIT OF VIE i/ THAT NEED TO BE EXPLORED? 

ADMI N OFF ICI AL: AGAI N, I THINK AROUND - - THERE 'S 
VIETN AME SE KNOWLEDGEABILITY THAT, IN OTHER \/OROS, THEY 
KNOW CERTAI N THINGS AND WE KNOW THEY KNOW THEM, AND 
THE N THERE ' S OUR OWN INTELLIGENCE 1/HICH GIVES US 
ANOTHER BOD Y OF KNOWLEDGE AND WHEN YOU COMBINE THOSE 
TWO YOU CAN C0t1E UP WI TH SORT OF A ROUGH, VERY ROUGH , 
FEELING ABOUT WHAT SHOULD BE , BUT UNTIL THE VIETNAME SE 
START NARROW ING THAT GAP , THEN IT'S VERY DIFFICULT TO 
SAY WH AT IS THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOU NTING. ANO 
THAT 'S WH Y IO FFIC IALl WAS SAYING BEFORE, "1/E ' LL KNOii 
BT 
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DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS ANO EAP 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS : OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P. ) 1 

SUBJECT : HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT 

USIA 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK FOR PA 

JUDY O'NEILL 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT : HONG KONG POii/MiAS BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT --

I/HEN 1/E GET THERE". I/HEN THEY CLEAR UP THE 
DISCREPANCIES AND 1/E FULFILL FOR OUR PART I/HAT 1/E KNOii 
FROM OUR 01/N INTELLIGENCE, THEN 1/E KNOii 1/E'RE GETTING 
CLOSE AND I 1/0ULD THINK THE COOPERATION WOULD BE SUCH 
AT THAT POINT THAT OTHER THINGS 1/0ULO COME TO LIGHT 

THAT 1/E DON ' T KNOii MAYBE THAT THEY DO. 
Q: I/ELL, WOULD YOU HAPPEN TO KNOii HOii MANY Ml A'S 

THERE I/ERE FROM 1/0RLD I/AR II THAT I/ERE NEVER ACCOUNTED 

FOR? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: I/ELL, SEVERAL THOUSAND, BUT THE 

COMPARISON IS TOTALLY ERRONEOUS. 1/E HAD ACCESS TO THE 

BATTLEFIELD. 
Q: HOii ABOUT FROM THE KOREAN I/AR? 
ADMIN OFFICIAL : THERE ARE 389, I THINK, STILL 

LISTED POii FROM KOREA AND THAT'S QUITE A FEIi THAT I/ERE 
BURIED AND WE'VE RAISED THAT AT PANMUNJOM . NOii, 
THAT'S A SIMILAR SITUATION. 1/E DON'T HAVE ACCESS TO 

NORTH KOREA. 
Q: SEVERAL THOUSAND FROM WORLD I/AR 11 AND 309 

FROM KOREA? 

ADMIN OFFICIAL: THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY-NINE LISTED 
POii FROM KOREA AND THEN THERE I/AS A COUPLE THOUSAND OR 
SO -- POii FROM KOREA ANO THEN A COUPLE OF THOUSAND 
THAT I/ERE -- BODIES NOT RECOVERED THAT I/ERE PROBABLY 

BUR I ED. 
ADMIN OFFICIAL: CORRECT ME IF l ' M I/RONG ON THIS, 

BUT I THINK THERE'S ANOTHER IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE, TOO, 
AND THAT IS THAT OUR ABILITY TO IDENTIFY REMAINS HAS 
IMPROVED SPECTACULARLY. THERE IS ONE UNKNOWN SOLIDER 
FROM THE 56,009 IN VIETNAM ANO, AS YOU KNOii, THERE ARE 
THOUSANDS FROM KOREA, AND TENS OF THOUSANDS, I TH INK, 
FROM 1/0RLO I/AR II. SO, THE FACT THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY 
EVERYBODY THAT COMES BACK CREATES A MUCH HIGHER 
EXPECTATION ON THE PART OF THE FAMILIES THAN YOU WOULD 

Q: THANK YOU. 
(END TRANSCR I PTl 
YAKI UNQUOTE SH ULT Z 

BT 
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0 SECST A1E WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0227 

INFO USIA \IASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATII 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY SINGAPORE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SUVA IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY \/ELL I NG TON I MHED I ATE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 

AIT TAIPEI 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECTION SI OF 08 SECTO 13035 

DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS 

OPS CENTER PLEASE PASS NSC FOR MR . MCFARLANE AND \/HITE 

HOUSE HR • . SPEAKES AND MR. SI MS 

USIA FOR P ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR COURTNEY, P/PFF, PIP, 
P/FII, P/FN, VOA, EA 

EMBASSIES FOR USIS; BEIJING FOR P&C; AIT FOR CIS; 

CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISER 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY'S ON THE RECORD BRIEFING 
ENS:OUTE FROM HONG KONG TO BANGKOK 

Q, MR . SECRETARY, \IE TALKED TO YOU ON { ~E FIRST LEG 
OF THIS TRIP. YOU \/ERE QUITE NEGATIVE ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF PROXIMITY TALKS INVOLVING THE THREE 
KHMER OPPOSITION GROUPS, AND THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION 
\IHICH MIGHT INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE HENG SAMRIN 
REGIME . HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR VIEW ON THAT AT ALL IN 
THE INTERVENING T\10 DAYS? 

A. NO. 

Q. \IHY DOES THE UN I TED STATES, 11H I CH SUPPORTS 
PROXIM I TY TALKS WITH THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT OF BABRAK 
KARMAL, OPPOSE PROXIMITY TALKS IIHICH MIGHT INVOLVE THE 
HENG SAMRIN REGIME IIHICH IS SUPERFICIALLY NOT A LOT 

DI FF ERE NT? 

A. \/ELL , I ' M NOT SO SURE THAT THE CONTRAST THAT YOU 

ARE PORTRAYING IS SO WITH THE AFGHAN TALKS . 

Q, DO WE NOT SUPPORT THE PROXI M ITV TALKS THERE 1 

A. \IE ARE VERY MUCH IN SUPPORT OF PAKISTAN IIHICH HAS 

ITS DOUBTS ABOUT THAT REGIME, OBVIOUSLY. 

Q, BUT \IE DO SUPPORT THE U.N. TALKS, RIGHT? 

A. \IE SUPPORT THE U. N. TALKS. 

Q, MR. SECRETARY, YOU MEET 111TH THE RESISTANCE LEADERS 

THIS AFTERNOON. LET ME ASK, IS THE RESISTANCE A 
FICTION? I ASK THAT BECAUSE THEY'VE LOST THEIR BASES 
IN CAMBODIA, THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS MILITARILY IIEAK , 

MORALE IS SAID TO BE BAD, THERE IS NO STABLE 
COALITION, AND OF THE THREE THE KHMER ROUGE ARE THE 
MOST POIIERFUL AND NOT A VERY ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVE . 
IS IT A FORCE, IS IT A FACTOR, WHERE DOES IT GO ? 
A. WELL, IT IS CERTAINLY A FORCE AND A FACTOR; IT 
STANDS FOR THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA, 

• IT HAS Ill DE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT, IT HAS A CAPAC I TY 
. TO ASSERT ITSELF . OBVIOUSLY IT HAS HAD ITS PROBLEMS 

RECENTLY, BUT IT HAS BEEN REVIEIIING ITS STRATEGY AND 
ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF COMING TO THAILAND AS PART OF 
THE TRIP TO THIS PART OF THE \IORLD, ANO PRELIMINARY TO 
THE ASEAN MEETINGS, IS TO GIVE A SENSE OF THE SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE ASEAN EFFORT AND FOR THE 

EFFORT OF THESE PEOPLE TO STAND UP\FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM OF CAMBODIA. SO, WE ARE 
EXPRESSING OUR SUPPORT FOR THEM. THEY CLEARLY HAVE 

THEIR PROBLEMS, BUT THEY ALSO CAN DO POSITIVE THINGS 

AND WE \/ANT TO SUPPORT THEM. 

Q. WHAT IS THEIR CAPACITY TO ASSERT THEMSELVES, THE 

PHRASE YOU USED? 

A. WELL THEY HAVE MANY ADHERENTS, AND THOSE ADHERENTS 
HAVE A CAPACITY TO MAKE A MARK INSIDE CAMBODIA. 

BT 
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TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 0228 

INFO US I A 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BANDAR SER I BEGAWAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATII 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMED IATE 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL. IMMEDIATE 
AME11BASSY SINGAPORE I MMEO I ATE 

ANENBASSY SUVA I MMEO I ATE 
ANE11BASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
ANEMBASSY I/ELLINGTON IMMEDIATE 
ANCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 
All TAIPEI 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 08 SECTO 13035 

DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRE SS 

OPS CENTER PLEASE PASS NSC FOR MR . MCFARLANE AND WHITE 
HOUSE HR . SPEAKES AND MR. SI MS 

USIA FOR P ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR COURTNEY, P/PFF, PIP, 

P/FII, P/FN, VOA, EA 

EMBASSIES FOR USIS; BEIJING FOR P&C; All FOR CIS; 

CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISER 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P. ) 
SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY'S ON THE RECORD BRIEF I NG 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, CAN YOU GI VE US YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
THE VIETNAMESE DECISION f.'-O REPATRIATE THE TWENTY-SIX? 
DO YOU FEEL THAT TH IS IS A REAL SIGNAL OF THEIR 
SERIOUSNESS TO DEAL WITH THE POW/MIAS? 

A. I/ELL, I HOPE IT IS. THEY HAVE SAID THAT THEY 
1/0ULD LIKE TO GET THIS ISSUE CLEANED UP WITHIN A 
Tl/0-YEAR PERIOD, AND 1/E CERTAINLY FAVOR THAT . THIS IS 
KIND OF A OOI/NPAYl1ENT, YOU MIGHT SAY, OF A SUBSTANTIAL 

SORT, SO WE WELCOME IT. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, IF THE POii/MiA QUESTIONS WERE 
SOLVED, I/HAT IS THIS ADMINISTRATION PREPARED TO 00 IN 
TERMS OF DEALING 111TH THE VIETNAMESE? \/HAT EXACTLY 
1/0ULO YOU OFFER THEIi? I/HAT DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD 

I/ANT FROM U.S.? 

A. WELL THE POii/MiA ISSUE IS A HUMANITARIAN ISSUE. 
THAT IS OUR VIEi/, AND THE VIETNAMESE HAVE STATED THEIR 
VIEi/ SIMILARLY. SO IT'S A HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM AND 
ISSUE, AND IF IT'S SOLVED, THAT'S All TO THE GOOD . IT 
BASICALLY IS NOT PART OF OR RELATED TO OTHER ISSUES 
THAT SEPARATE THE UNITED STATES ANO VIETNAM . 
Q. BUT IS THE RE ANY GROUNDS TH ERE FOR SOME POL IT I CAL 

MEETING OF THE MINDS, OR ISN'T THERE? 

A. \/ELL, CERTAINLY. IF THE VIETNAMESE GET OUT OF 
CAMBODIA ANO LET THE CAMBODIAN REGIME THAT 'S TRUL Y 
REPRESENTATIVE OF CAMBODIANS EMERGE , THAT 1/0ULO BE 
I/HAT 1/E'RE LOOKING FOR ANO I/HAT THE ASEAN COUNTRIES 

HAVE BEEN SUPPORT ING . 

~ MR . SECRETARY, HOii SOON 1/0ULD THE UNITED STATES BE 
READY TO TALK TO VIETNAM TO SEE WHAT THEY HAVE IN MIND 
ABOUT THE HIGH-LEVEL TALKS ON FINALLY RESOLVING THE 

POii ISSUE? 

A. \/ELL, I 1/0ULD EXPECT 1/E CAN GET HOVING ON THAT 
PROMPTLY. 1/E CERTAINLY HAVE EVERY DESIRE TO 00 SO, 
ANO WE ' RE QUITE I/ELL PREPARED TO 00 SO. THE ISSUES 

AND PROBLEMS ARE ALL TOO I/ELL KNOWN, ANO JUST HOii 
RAPIDLY PRECISE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE I DON'T KNOii, 
BUT THERE SHOULON'S BE ANY GREAT PROBLEM IN DOING THAT. 

Q. HR. SECRETARY, I/HY DO YOU THINK THE VIETNAMESE ARE 

MOVING NOii TEN YEARS AFTER THE I/AR, I/HY NOii? 

\ 
~ I DON ' T KNO~ MAYBE THEY ' RE MOTIVATED BY 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN S. 

Q. \/HAT ELSE 00 YOU TH INK? 

A. l'M NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ABOUT IT . IT'S A 
TRAGIC THING THAT THERE ARE SO MANY FAMILIES \/HO DON ' T 
KNOii ABOUT THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS \/HO ARE MISSING OR 
KILLED OR POSSIBLE POIIS IN VIETNAM. IT IS AN 
EXCRUCIATING EXPERIENCE FOR THEM, ANO THE SOONER IT IS 

CLEARED UP THE BETTER, ANO IF THE VIETNAMESE ARE 

BT 
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Q, SO IT ' S JUST THE THAIS THAT YOU ARE .. . ? 

A. ACTUAL LY, IF YOU LOOK AT THE PLA N FOR OUR TR IP 
TOMORROW, AND I WOULD LIKE TO DESCRIBE THIS BUT I 

WH TS ASS IGNED DISTRIBUTION: DON' T PARTICUL ARLY WHAT TO MAKE IT A BIG PUBLIC 
SIT : SMAL OJER SPEA DOCUMENT AS WE ARE GOING UP THERE , BUT PART OF IT IS 
EOB : TO EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR THE CAMBODIANS WHO ARE 
--- --------------------------------------------------------------------- DISPLACED. THEY ARE THE POPULATION OF CAMBODIA OR 

PART OF IT, AND THEY WANT TO SEE A PEACEFUL CAMBODIA 
I/HERE THEY CAN LIVE , SO WE WANT TO EXPRESS DUR CONCER N 

OP IMMED FOR THEM. PART OF IT IS GIVING A SENSE OF SUPPORT AND 
UTS3304 SOME SUBSTANCE BEHIND IT FOR THE THAI VILLAGERS WHO 
DE RUE HOK 13035/83 1900651 HAVE BEEN SO ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY ALL OF TH IS . A 
0 090624Z JUL 85 ZFF-6 THIRD PART IS TO VISIT WITH THE THAI MILITARY FORCES 
FM USDEL SECRETARY IN BANGKOK THEMSELVES, WHOSE CAPABILITIES WE HAVE BEEN SUPPORTING 

AND STEPPING UP OUR SUPPORT FDR OVER THE LAST THREE OR 
TO SECSTATE \IASHDC IMMEDIATE 0229 FOUR OR FIVE YEARS. FINALLY, THERE ARE PEOPLE IN 

CAMPS, MANY OF WHOM ARE IN THE PROCESS OF PREPARING 
INFO USIA \IASHDC IMMEDIATE THEMSELVES FOR EMIGRATION, AND THAT'S A PROGRAM THAT 
AMEMBASSY BANDAR SERI SEGAi/AN IMMEDIATE WE'VE BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN FOR A LONG TIME. SO THERE 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE ARE THOSE FOUR PARTS TO THE PROCESS HERE, AND ONE OF 
ANEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE THEM IS RELATED TO YOUR QUESTION . 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATII 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SI NG AP ORE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SUVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY I/Ell I NG TON IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 
AIT TAIPEI 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECT I ON 83 OF 08 SECTO 13035 

DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS 

OPS CENTER PLEASE PASS NSC FOR MR . MCFARLANE AND I/HITE 
HOUSE MR. SPEAKES AND MR . SIMS 

USIA FOR P ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR COURTNEY, P/PFF, PIP, 
P/FII, P/FN, VOA, EA 

EMBASSIES FOR USIS; BEIJING FOR P&C; AIT FOR CIS; 
CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISER 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P. l 
SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY ' S ON THE RECORD BRIEFING 

PREPARED TO MOVE ON IT NOii, THAT ' S ENOUGH FOR ME. 
LIKE ANYBODY \IE CAN (,ECULATE ABOUT I/HY THEY MAY DO 
SOMETHING, BUT I DON ' T HAVE ANY SUBSTANCE TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO THAT DISCUSSION. 

Q. YOU APPARENTLY ARE GOING TO ANNOUNCE AN INCREASE 
IN MONEY THAT IS TARGETED TO BORDER VILLAGES. CAN YOU 
TELL US I/HY YOU ARE DOING THAT, I/HAT YOU HOPE TO GAIN 
111TH THIS, AND I/HAT THE TARGETING IS DESIGNED TO 
ACCOMPLISH? 
A. I/Ell THE THAIS I/HO LI VE ALONG THE BORDER HAVE 
TAKEN QUITE A BEATING AS A RESULT OF WHAT'S GOING ON 
I NS I DE CAMBODIA, AND SO \IE TRY TO BE HELPFUL TO THEM 
IN ECONOMIC WAYS AND OTHER WAYS, AND WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO INCREASE THE FLO\/ OF FUNDS IN THEIR SUPPORT 

L MR. GOTTO FROM JAPAN IS EITHER IN HANOI OR HAS 
JUST BEEN IN "ANOI, APPARENTLY TALKING ABOUT REOPENING 
JAPANESE AID TO VIETNAM. IS THAT A HELPFUL MOVE AT 
THIS PARTICULAR POINT? 

A. I/ELL l'M, NOT FAMILIAR 111TH THAT MISSION. I KNOii 
THAT THE JAPANESE HAVE, LAST YEAR FOR EXAMPLE I/HEN \IE 
HAD THE ASEAN M~ETING, I CAN'T RECALL PRECISELY THE 
TERMS INVOLVED, BUT I REMEMBER THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
ABE BASICALLY SAID THAT IF VIETNAM WOULD DO I/HAT THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS CALLED ON THEM TO 00, THEN 
JAPAN IS PREPARED TO TRY TO HELP WITH THE NEEDS OF 
VIETNAM FOR SUPPORT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. I DON ' T 
KNOii PRECISELY HOii THAT I/AS TERMED, BUT THAT I/AS THE 
GENERAL IDEA, AND I KNOii THE JAPANESE HAVE HAD THAT 
VIEi/. BUT AS TO THE PARTICULAR MISSION YOU MENTIONED, 
l' M NOT FAMILIAR 111TH IT. 
Q, WOULD IT BE HELPFUL AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME 
SHOULD AN ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES ANO OF ASEAN 
BT 
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TO SECSTATE IIASHDC IMMEDIATE 0230 

INFO USIA \IASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMB ASSY BANDAR SERI SEGAi/AN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BE I JI-NG IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASS Y CANBE1!RA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA ·LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBA SSY MANllA IMMEDIAT\I 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
Al1El1BASSY SINGAPORE IMMEDIATE 
Al1EMBASSY SUVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
Al1El1BASSY \/Elli NG TON IMMEDIATE 
Al1CONSUL HONG HONG 111MEDIATE 
All TAIPEI 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECT I ON 04 OF 08 SECTO 13035 

DEPARTMENT FOR PA AND PA/PRESS 

\ 

OPS CENTER PLEASE PASS NSC FOR MR . MCFARLANE AND \/HITE 
HOUSE MR . SPEAKES AND MR . SI MS 

USIA FOR P ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR COURTNEY, P/PFF, PIP, 
P/FII, P/FN, VOA, EA 

El1BASS IES FOR USIS ; BEIJING FOR P&C; AIT FOR CIS; 
CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVI SER 

E. O. 12356: N/ A 
TAGS: OVIP (SHULTZ, GEORGE P.) 
SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY ' S ON THE RECORD BRIEFING 

REOPEN ITS LINES OF CREDIT OR GIVE AID TO VIETNAM? 

A. I DO N' T TH I NH SO, NO. 

Q. HR. SECRETARY, IS THIS THE FIRST TINE YOU \/ILL BE 
11EETING 111TH RESISTANCE LEADERS, ANO \/HAT \/ILL YOU 
TELL THE M? 

A. \/Ell l'VE MET 111TH RESISTANCE LEADERS BEFORE IN 
THE UN ITED STATES. l'VE MET SEVERAL TIMES 111TH PRINCE 
SIH AN OUK , 111TH SON SANN, 111TH THE YOUNGER PRINCE, ANO 
SO l'VE HAD A SERIES OF 11EETINGS 111TH THEM, BUT THIS 
IS THE FIRST TINE I I/ ILL HAVE MET THEM IN THE VICINITY 

OF \/HERE THE ACTION IS. AND, IT' S Al\lAYS THE CASE 
THAT SOl1EHO\I THE FLAVOR AND FORCE OF A MEETING IS A 

CSN: HCE4 13 LITTLE DIFFERENT. 

Q. ARE THEY GOING Ill TH YOU TOMORROW? 

A I CAN' T TELL YOU THE PRECISE COMPOSIT ION OF THE 
TRAVELING GROUP, BUT CERTAINLY THEY I/ILL BE 
REPRESENTED. 

~ YOU THEN HAVE A SPECIFIC MESSAGE OR \/ILL IT SIMPLY 
BE A GENERAL ME SSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR THEIR EFFORT S? 

A. \/ELL , I TH I NH \IE I/ANT TO GI VE A GENERAL MESSAGE OF 
SUPPORT FOR THEIR EFFORTS TH AT THE Y ARE BATTLING FOR 
SOMETHING THAT ' S VERY CLOSE TO THEM AND IMPORTANT TO 
THEM, BUT THE UNITED STATES AND A BROADER 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY STANDS BEHIND THEM. THAT ' S 
THE MESSAGE 1/E \/ANT TO GI VE. 

Q, \/HAT DO YOU SEE AT THIS POINT \/HEN VIETNAM IS SO 
STRONG MILITARILY AND THERE ARE SO MANY DIPLOMATIC 
INITIATIVES BEING FLOATED AROUND LOOSEL Y BEING CALLED 
PROXIMITY TALKS, \/HERE SO YOU SEE ALL OF THIS GOING IN 
TERMS OF VIETNAM? DO YOU SEE GREATER CONFLICT 111TH 
OUR GIVING MORE DIRECT AID OR GIVING DIRECT AID TO THE 
REBELS, OR DO YOU SEE DIPLOMACY COMING INTO THE FRONT 
STAGE AS SOMETHING REALISTIC? 
A. I THINK THE OBJECTIVES THAT THE DEMOCRATIC 
RESISTANCE AND THE ASEAN COUNTR IES HAVE HAD AND THE 
CHINESE HAVE HAD REMAIN OUR BASIC OBJECTIVES AND ARE 
SOUGHT IN IIHATEVER MEANS \IE CAN OBTAIN THEM, BUT AT 
LEAST IT 1/0ULD APPEAR TO ME THAT IF YOU ARE GOING TO 
BE SUCCESSFUL IN NEG OT I AT IONS YOU HAVE TO CREATE A 
SITUATION OF STRENGTH SO THAT THOSE YOU ARE 
NEGOT IATING 111TH HAVE SOME REAL INCENTIVES TO 
NE GOT I ATE. PARTLY THAT COMES NOT SIMPLY FROM THE 
MIL ITARY CAPABILITY OF THE RESISTANCE, BUT FROM THE 
FACT THAT AS IN MOST COUNTRIES, ANY COUNTRY, \/HEN YOU 
ARE BEING OCCUPIED BY PEOPLE FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY 
THER.E IS AN INNATE RESISTANCE TD THAT . ANO THEN OF 
COURSE THERE IS THE FACT THAT VIETNAM ITSELF FALLS 
FURTHER AND FURTHER BEHIND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD, AND I 
DON ' T KNOii THE EXTENT TO 1/HICH THE VIETNAM LEADERS 
APPRECIATE \/HAT ' S HAPPEN I NG TO THEM. BUT, IF THEY 
BT 
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SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY ' S ON THE RECORD BRIEF ING 

LOOK AROUND ANO THINK ABOUT IT AT All, I/HAT THEY MUST 
SEE IS THAT IN, LET'S JUST TAKE THE ASEAN COUNTRIES, 
THEY ' RE JUST OUTSTRIPPING VIETNAH AS JUST A MATTER OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE I/ELL-BE I NG OF THEIR 
CIT I ZENS. SO ALL OF THESE TH I NGS TOGETHER, IT SEEMS 
TO HE, 1/E NEED TO PUSH AS A BACKGROUND FOR I/HAT IT 
TAKES TO CONVINCE VIETNAl1 TO DO THE THINGS THAT THE 
ASEAN COUNTRIES AND THE RESISTANCE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO 
GET THEN TO DO. 

Q. DID YOU SEE MOVEMENT FROM VI ET NAM ON SOl1E OF THE 
HI A QUESTIONS, HOST RECENTLY, AND SOME OTHER SIGNALS? 

A. I/ELL , FIRST LET HE SAY AGA IN THAT THE MIA/POii 
MATTER IS A SEPARATE l1ATTER. SO PUTT I NG THAT TO THE 

SIDE , VIET NAl1 IS A l1ASTER IN CREATING A LOT OF 
PRESUMED DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY ANO THEN IN THE ENO 
HAVING IT TURN OUT THAT THERE IS NOT THAT MUCH 
SUBSTANCE THERE. OBV IOUS LY, PEOPLE NEED TO EXAMINE 
DIPLOMATIC MOVES All THE TIME TO TEST IIHETHER TH ERE IS 
SUBSTANCE THERE OR NOT . BUT THE TRACK RECORD IS TH AT 
THE SUBSTANCE TURNS OUT TO BE PRETTY SPARSE I/HEN YOU 
LOOK AT IT , AND THAT'S I/HAT LEADS PEOPLE ALIIAYS TO BE 
RATHER SKEPTICAL OF THESE MOVES . THAT DOESN'T HEAN 
THEY SHOULDN ' T BE EXAl1 INED; THEY SHOULD BE, BUT 111TH A 
HEALTHY DOSE OF SKEPTICISM. 
Q. ON A BROADER L DOK AT THE REG I ON, SOME 
COMMENTATORS HAVE NOTED SOME INTRIGUING SIGNS OF 
POSSIBLE CHANGES IN SOVIET POLICY TOI/ARD ASIA SINCE 
GORBACHEV HAS TAKEN OVER. HE ' S PUT FORTH A NEIi ASIAN 
SECURITY PLAN IIHICH EVIDE NTLY . . . 

A. THAT ' S AN OLD ASIAN SECURITY PLAN. 

Q. I/ELL, THIS ONE APPARENTLY INCLUDES CHINA INSTEAD 
OF EXCLUO I NG CH I NA. THAT ' S THE INTERPRETATION AT 
LEAST OF SOME . HE IS INDICATING l1UCH MORE INTEREST IN 
THE REGION, ANO THERE IS SOME INTERPRETATION THAT 
NAHING THE NEIi FOREIGN MINISTER IS PREPARING TO PUT A 
BIGGER EMPHASIS ON AS IA. HE ' S MADE COHl1ENTS ABOUT 
I/ANTING TO 1l1PROVE HIIS RELATIONS 111TH CHINA, SO ON AND 
SO FORTH . DO YOU SEE THE SOVIETS AS BEING IN A 
POSTURE OF INCIP IENT CHANGE TOI/ARD THE IR POLICIES IN 
ASIA? HOii DO YOU ANALYZE I/HAT THEY SEEl1 TO BE DOING 
OR GETTING READY TO 00? 

A. I THINK IT ' S REALLY NOT POSSIBLE TO TELL JUST 1/liAT 
KI ND OF CHANGES, IF ANY, THEY l1AY HAVE IN 111 NO. THE 
EFFORT TO SHIFT THEIR REL ATIONSHIPS 11 1TH CHINA A BIT 
IS , AT LEAST RHETORICALLY, NOT NEIi 111TH GORBACHEV . 
DON' T KNOii THAT YOU CAN SAY THAT A NEIi FOREIGN 
MINISTER IS A SIGNAL ABOUT SOMETHING IN ASIA: THAT 
VERY MUCH REl1AINS TO BE SEEN, I/HAT THE NEIi FOREIGN 
MINISTER ' S VIEIIS ARE AND PRIORITIES ARE . HY Ol/N 
PERSONAL FEELING IS THAT ASIA IS AN 1l1PORTANT AND 
INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT PART OF THE IIORLD FROM AN 
ECONOMIC POINT OF VIEi/, OR SECURITY POINT OF VIEi/, AND 
THAT ' S BEEN REFLECTED ON OUR POLICIES FOR SOME TIME. 
BT 
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OB SERVATION REALLY, AND SO IT WOULDN'T 
SURPRISE ME IF THE SOVIETS SCRATCH THEIR HEADS AND 
COIIE TO THE SAIIE CONCLUSION BUT, IF SO, I DON ' T THINK 
THE EVIDENCE FOR IT IN TERMS OF SOMETHING BRAND NEW IS 
THERE. THEY HAVE BEEN RATHER CONSISTENTLY INCREASING 
THEIR MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE REGION AND USING THE 
BASES IN VIETNAM, CAM RANH BAY IN PARTICULAR, SO \IE 
SEE THAT, BUT THAT'S A DIFFERENT KIND OF THING THAN 
TH INK YOUR QUEST I ON IS REF ERR I NG ,TO. THANK YOU. 
Q. (INAUDIBLE) 

A. THE INTERMIXTURE OF NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
GRAPPLING WITH THE DEBT ISSUES, THAT'S PRINCIPALLY A 
LATIN AMERICAN PROBLEM, OUR OWN DEFICIT, FISCAL 
DEFICIT THAT IS, AND THE NEED SOMEHOW TO DEVELOP A 

STRATEGY OR HOW TO HANDLE THE THREATS TO THE FREE 
WORLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. HOii TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE OPPORTUNITIES. I THINK THE THREAT OF 
PROTECTIONISM IS A VERY GREAT THREAT. AND A LOT OF 
PEOPLE IN OUR CONGRESS SEEM READY TO JUST GO WILD ON 
THE SUBJECT AND WHAT THAT WILL GET US, WITHOUT ANY 
DOUBT, IS A RETURN TO THE KIND OF CONDITIONS OF THE 
1930S. IT IS SUICIDAL. I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO 
RECOGNIZE \/HAT IS HAPPENING AND DEVELOP A STRATEGY TO 
BEAT IT. AND, THAT ' S ONE OF THE THINGS I \/ANT TO TALK 
TO PEOPLE OUT HERE ABOUT BECAUSE THEY HAVE A HUGE 
STAKE IN IT AND THEY ARE ALSO VERY SMART . 

Q, HOii ABOUT ABE? DO YOU THINK HE'LL GET SOME . . .. ? 

A. ABE IS, JAPANESE HAVE BEEN WORK I NG ON IT. I MADE 
SOME CALCULATIONS THAT I HAVE BEEN PONDERING, I DON ' T 
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY MEAN. BUT, IF YOU SAY, HERE'S 
THE AMOUNT OF TWO-WAY TRADE OF COUNTRY XOR REGION X, 
AND HERE'S THE AMOUNT OF CHANGE IN THE TRADE 
RELATIONSHIP 111TH THE UNITED STATES, WHETHER IT \/ENT 
FROM A SURPLUS TO A DEFICIT OR A DEFICIT TO A BIGGER 
DEFICIT OR WHATEVER, SAY IN THE LAST TWO OR THREE 
YEARS. I EXPRESS THAT AS A PROPORTION. IT TURNS OUT 
THAT THE PROPORTION REPRESENTED BY JAPAN IS 
APPROXIMATELY THE SAME AS THE PROPORTION REPRESENTED 
BY ASEAN OR BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY OR BY THE LATIN 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES. WHAT THAT TELLS YOU IS, THAT 
WHILE OUR TALK AND DISCUSSION IS ALL ABOUT OPENING 
JAPANESE MARKETS, THAT'S NOT REALLY THE PROBLEM. THE 
PROBLEM IS A MORE GENERAL ONE BECAUSE IT'S SPREAD 
AMONG ALL THESE PARTS . SO IF WE'RE GOING TO TACKLE 
THE PROBLEM, WE HAVE TO IDENTIFY WHAT IT IS ANO THEN 
TACKLE IT IN TERMS OF THOSE GENERAL PROPOSITI ONS . 

NOT, IN OTHER WORDS ASSUME THAT THIS PROBLEM ARISES 
BECAUSE OF THE RULES OF TRADE. THE RULES OF TRADE 
NEED TO BE LIBERALIZED, NOT MADE LESS LIBERAL AND 
THAT ' S IN OUR LONG TERM INTERESL BUT WHAT'S HAPPENED 
THE LAST T\10 OR THREE YEARS IS NOT A MEASURE OF ANY 
MAJOR CHANGE IN THE RULES OF TRADE, IT ' S SOMETHING 
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT. THAT ' S WHAT \IE HAVE TO FOCUS ON, 
THAT'S 
WHAT \IE HAVE TO MAKE CONTACT WITH IN OUR POLICY IF 
BT 
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SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY ' S ON THE RECORD BRIEFING 

\IE ' RE GOING TO GET SOME I/HERE AND NOT HAVE A PROBLEM 
MISIDENTIFIED AND THEREFORE HAVE A PRESCRIPTION FOR IT 
THAT IS I/RONG, AND 1/HICH CAUSES LONG-RUN PROBLEMS THAT 
1/E HAVE A GREAT STAKE IN AVOIDING. HAVING SAID ALL 
THAT, I HAVE MY IDEAS 111TH OUR FRIENDS IN JAPAN, 
EUROPEANS, AND SO ON. AND MOSTLY Ill TH OURSELVES. 

Q. IF THE RULES OF TRADE HAVEN ' T CHANGED, I/HAT HAS 
CHANGED? \/HAT'S CAUSED THE CONplTION YOU JUST 
MENTIONED? 

A. I PUT THEM DOIIN IN A SPEECH AT PRINCETON A COUPLE 
OF MONTHS AGO, AND I' VE BEEN SORT OF MULL I NG THAT OVER 
SINCE, AND IT'S BEEN QUITE INTERESTING TO ME THAT 
\/HILE THERE HASN' T BEEN MUCH DISCUSSION OR ATTENTION 

TO THAT SPEECH IN THE UNITED STATES, IT ' S BEEN VERY 
1/ IDELY READ ABROAD, AND THE JAPANESE I/ANT TO TAL K 
ABOUT IT, AND THE ASEAN COUNTRIES I/ANT TO TALK ABOUT 
IT , A LOT OF AMERICANS I/ANT TO TALK ABOUT IT; IT SEEMS 
TO HAVE HIT HOME AS A STATEMENT ABOUT THE PROBLEM. SO 
I' ll BE INTERESTED IN TALKING ABOUT THAT IIORE, BUT I 
TH INK OUR FISCAL DEFICIT IS A BIG PROBLEM FOR US AND 
IT IS A BIG PROBLEM IN THE 1/0RLD, AND \IE DAMN \/ELL 
BETTER DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT . 

Q. YOU TALKED ABO UT THESE PROPORTIONS, AH I CORRECTL Y 
UNDERSTANDING YOU THAT A SIMILAR PHENOMENON IS TAKING 
PLACE IN U. S./JAPANESE TRADE RELATIONS THAT HAS TAKEN 
PLACE BETIIEEN JAPAN AND ITS TRADING PARTNERS IN 
SOUTHEAST AS I A AND ELSEI/HERE , IS THAT \/HAT YOU \/ERE 
LEADING TO? 

A. NO, NO THAT 1/ASN'T IT. THIS IS JUST A QUICK 
CALCULATION THAT ' S BEEN MADE AND PROBABLY IT NEEDS TO 
BE LOOKED AT AND THE BASE PERIOD LOOKED AT ANO SO ON . 
BUT, I JUST SAID TO MYSELF LET ' S TAKE 1982 ANO 1984, 
OUR TRADE DEFICIT 111TH JAPAN, LET ' S SAY IN 1982 \/AS X, 
1/HATEVER IT \/AS . IN 1984 IT I/AS Y, SO THE SI/ING I/AS 
Z. NOii LET'S TAKE 2 ANO COMPARE THAT 111TH THE TOTAL 
JAPANESE Tl/0 WAY TRADE AND GET A PROPORTION; THAT 
TURMS OUT TO BE ABOUT 21 PERCENT . NOii LET' S TAKE THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND LET ' S MAKE THE SAME 
CALCULATION, ANO THAT PROPORTION TURNS OUT TO BE 
APPROXIMATELY THE SAME. LET ' S TAKE LATIN AMERICA AND 
MAKE THE SAME CALCULATION, THE PROPORTION TURNS OUT 
TO BE APPROXIMATELY THE SAME. LET'S TAKE ASEAN, A 
SMALLER TOTAL VOLUME OF TRADE BUT STILL A SUBSTANTIAL 
AMOUNT, THE PROPORTION TURNS OUT TO BE APPROXIMATELY 
THE SAME. 111TH CANADA, WHICH IS OUR BIGGEST TRADING 

PARTNER BY A GOOD BIT, THE PROPORTION IS A LOT LESS. 
BUT AT ANY RATE, IN LOOKING AROUND FOR 1/AYS TO 
IDENTIFY \/HAT IS REALLY OUR PROBLEM, I THOUGHT THAT 
CALCULATION I/AS KIND OF AN IN.l.£RESTING ONE BECAUSE IT 
GAVE A MESSAGE THAT THE PROBLEM STEMS FROM THINGS THAT 
AFFECT EVERYBODY, NOT JUST ONE PART OF THE WORLD. BUT 
AS I SAY, IT MAY BE THAT IF l ' VE GOT THE WRONG BASE IT 
ISN ' T BECAUSE OF A JUDICIOUS CHOICE OF BASE, IT ' S JUST 
THAT WE ' VE HAD THIS GREAT GROIITH iN OUR DEFICIT IN A 
BT 
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AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMSASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMSASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SINGAP ORE IMMEDIATE 
AME MS AS SY SUVA IMMEDIATE 

\ AME MS AS SY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBAS SY WELLINGTON IMME DIATE 
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BIG HURRY, AND SO I TRIED TO TAKE THE YEARS THAT 
EXPRESSED THAT. WE WILL BE MULLING THIS OVER AND 
HOPE THAT OUR DISCUSSIONS HERE AND IN THE ASEAN, IN 
ADDITION TO BEING ABOUT CANNED TUNA AND THINGS LIKE 
THAT, CAN AL SO SE REFLECT I VE ABOUT SOME OF THE BROADER 
COURSES. I KNOW THE THAIS WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT, AT 
LEAST SO l'M TOLD; I LOOK FORWARD TO IT. 

Q. YOU SAID TH~ U.S. HAS BEEN SHOOT I NG AT THE WRONG 
TARGET BY PUTTING SUCH AN EMPHASIS ON TRYING TO OPEN 
THE JAPANESE MARKET? 

A. NO, I TH INK IT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO TRY TO OPEN THE 
JAPANESE MARKET, AND WE'VE HAD SOME SUCCESS IN DOING 
THAT, IT'S JUST GO I NG TO BE A PROSL EM TO KEEP WORK I NG 

AT IT . BUT, IF WHATEVER RESTRICTIONS ON THE JAPANESE 
MARKET DISAPPEARED TOMORROW, OUR TRADE DEFICIT WOULD 
NOT DISAPPEAR. THIS SUDDEN SIG SURGE IS NOT CREATED 
SY SOMETHING THAT CHANGED IN OUR TRADE RULES WITH 
JAPAN. HAVIN_G SAID THAT IT DOE SN'T MAKE IT ANY LESS 
IMPORTANT TO TRY TO OPEN THOSE TRADING ARRANGENENTS. 
SHULTZ 
ST 
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TAGS : OVIP 
S UB_.LECT: OF USTR CLA YTON YEUT TER 

1. WE HAVE HEARD THAT USTR YEUTTER MAY BE PLANNING A 
TRIP TO SOUTHEAST ASIA IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS . 

2 . IF YEUTTER' S SCHEDULE . PERMITS, WE BELIEVE HE WOULD 
FIND A STOPOVER IN HONG KONG MOST USEFUL , BOTH BECAUSE 
IT WOULD PERMIT EXCHANGES OF VIEWS ON TRADE ISSUES WITH 
SENIOR HKG OFFICIALS AND BECAUSE IT WOULD PROVIDE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR HIM TO BECOME ACQUAINTED FIRST-HAND 
WITH ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AFFECTING OUR TENTH LARGEST 
TRAD I NG PARTNER. ON OVERALL TRADE POL-¼CY , HONG KONG' S 
MAINTENANCE OF OPEN MARKETS IS VERY MUCH IN KEEPING 
WITH THE U.S . VIEW OF HOW LDCS SHOULD STRUCTURE THEIR 
MARKETS. ON MULTI LATERAL ISSUES, HONG KONG PLAYS AN 
INDEPENDENT ROLE IN THE GATT, AND MAY SOON BE SPONSORED 
FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP BY THE UK MITH CHINESE ASSENT). 
ONE OF TH~ FEW LDC SIGNATORIES OF THE MTN CODES THAT 
EMERGED FROM THE LAST ROUND OF TRADE TALKS , THE HKG HAS 
RECENTLY BEGUN DISTANCING ITSELF FROM OTHER LDCS IN ITS 
SUPPORT FOR A NEW TRADE ROUND . 

3. A STOPOVER HERE NEED NOT BE LONG; ONE OR TWO DAYS 
ADDED TO EITHER THE BEGINNING OR THE END OF A TRIP 
WOULD BE SUFFICIENT. IF· YEUTTER WILL BE ABLE TO STOP 
IN HONG KONG, PLEASE ADVISE. LEVIN 
BT 
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