Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This iIs a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Moore, Powell: Files
Folder Title: Supreme Court O'Connor
Nomination [Clippings] (2)

Box: OA 3209

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.qov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

Volume 7 Number 8

FAMILY
NEIGHBORHC
WORK
PEACE
FREEDC




Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This marker is used as an
administrative marker by the Ronald W. Reagan
Presidential Library Staff. This marker identifies the place
of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for
the purpose of digitization. To see the full publication
please search online or visit the Reagan Presidential
Library's Research Room.




Wednesday, September 2, 1981
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) ’Connors

By Jim Mann

. Les Angelee-Times-

D. OConnor,

Sandra

Judiciary Committee that she and her
awyer husband have a net worth of more
han $1.1 million.

interests in a private Phoenix law firm.
~Mirs. 0’Connor also told the Judiciary
Committee, in response to a question-

.and [believe] that judges have

of their judicial commissions.” -

ment did not exactly duplicate those that

file, it appeared to indicate that, if con-
- firmed, she would be ‘the second or third
wealthiest member of the court. Justice

- ‘statements showing that he and his wife
" Chief Justice Warren E. Burger has in-

* dicated that he has assets in the range of
: $1 million.

'\

> . President
eagan’s choice to be the first woman on
the Supreme Court, has told the Senate

According to data the commlttee re-

eased yesterday, more than half of the
O’Connors’ assets are in their home, now |
valued at $300,000, and in her husband’s = °

e, that “I am keenly aware of the
oblems associated with ‘judicial activ-

an obhgatxon to avoid these difficulties
by recognizing and abldmg by the lnmts:

‘While Mrs. O’Connor’s financial state-

Supreme Court justices are required to -

Lewis F. Powell Jr. has filed financial

have assets of well over $2 million, and

: sheep ranch operated by her parents. She
 valoed frer imterest im the ramelr at
$211,421, a figure she told the committee
- was “agreed to by the Internal Revenue
~ Service in a 1975 gift tax return audit.”
.~ The O’Connors listed $48,000 in lia-
bilities, the largest being a mortgage on
 their Phoenix home.
_ - 'In response to a Judiciary Committee
_question about her view of the role of the
Jjudiciary within the American system of
government, Mrs. O’Connor responded:
£ “Judges are not only not authorized to
Zengage in_executive or legislative func-
tlons, they are also ill-equipped to do
. Judges who purport to decide
Amatters of public policy are certainly not
as attuned to the public will as are the
members of the politically accountable
branéhes
She made no effort to play down her
~ work as a feminist in her answers to the |

~ behalf of the principle of “equal justice
- “under law,” she wrote as part of her an-

law by seeking repeal of a number of out-
moded Arizona statutes.”
 Mrs."O’Connor is to appear before the
> committee when it opens hearings on her
nomination next week.

law practice,
nancial holdx

- committee. ‘Asked about her actions on |

swer: “As a legislator, I worked to equal- |
ize the treatment of women under state”
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b‘;):‘.‘ And he 1\JAC i 1T C}JC":’II'
hopefuls directly: “We expect
to conduct yourself so that, after
convention, we can elect you.”
1965, even though the GOP was
mambles he pointedly reJected
sort of Robert Welch and his
1 Birch Society, celling him an
:sponsible radical,” and in 1966
rejected a movie prepared by
= Republicans that showed cas-
in Vietnam with a commentary
cizing Johnson. Some thought
vas 1mpossibly square, but his
i counted.
1969, N1xon finally precipitated
-esignation by ignoring the na-
al committee and moving his old
het-man, Murray Chotiner, in
im. By that time, the Bliss nuts-
nolts reorganization had been
eved. and in an organizational
perhaps he w a<n‘t needed any

woq

it the other side of Ray Bliss -
ntegrity and the abhorence of
tricks - conceivably could
aborted the grizzly political
Ty that eventually undermined
Nixon presidency, though the
was that in the Nixon years po-
il power did not reside in the na-
il committee.
1931, when Ray Bliss was a stu-
at the University of Akron, he
‘harged with stuffing the ballot
n the election of the May Queen,
:xpelled. He proclaimed his in-
nce and in 1935 his hometown
=rsity relented and awarded
his degree. It was the first and
-ecorded allegation -of political
- Y ever puton Ray Blis.
= real world of politics, he tight-
many a nut and bolt, and it was
s in an honest day’'s work.

Aideast Talks

:d in accept ng the risks of
=" Haig said. “I believe each
:r understands anc accepts 1D€
1on of the other on thisissue.’

iat hinted at some flexibility on
ontacts with the PLO. In some
c statements, such as his White
= banquet remarks Wednesday
. he called for an American
sgue with the Paiestinians
igh their representatives” with-
aming the PLO directly, and he
ved this up yesterday.

h Haig said that Sadat had

U.S. contacts witk the
id that “the PI O 1S not
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Strives to Clear Her Desk

By Lyle Denniston
Washington Star Staff Writer

With a month to go before her con-
firmation hearings, Sandra D. O'Con-
nor has not yet had time to work on
ways to stay ouf of trouble with the
U.S. Senate when it considers her
naomination to the Supreme Court.

The first woman to be nominated
to the court said yesterday that she
has spent the past four weeks “des-
perately trying to complete” her un-
finished duties as a judge on the Ari-

zona Court of Appeals before
preparing herself for Senate hear-
ings.

“Frankly,” she said in & telephone
interview, “I have been working on
matters I had under advisement.”

She said her colleagues on the

court have been waiting for her to.

produce draft opinions so that final
rulings can be made 1n cases in
which she was assigned the writing
task.

Two more opinions and three
more “memo decisions” — short-form
rulings - must be finished, she in-
dicated, before she can start plan-
ning the answers she will give at
September hearings before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee.

The main item of advance prep-
argtion is to answer written ques-
tions submitted to her by Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C. O'Connor said she has
not beern able to take up that chore
yel

fany of Helms’ questions appar-
ently deal with O'Connor’s views on
abortion. That issue is expected to be
the most difficult one for her at the
hearings

A kev anti-abortion group. the Na-
tional Pro-Life Political Action Com-
mitiee, asked members of the com-
mittee yesterday to “demand the
ruthre
considerations.”

Insisting that O’Connor’s nomina-
tion “could still be rejected,” the

ral lsals P

committee’s executive director, Pe--

ter B. Gemma Jr., said that “every-
thing depends on the chairman's
readiness to hold a thorough hear-

ing and on the courage of pro-lifers

in both houses of Congress.”
Gcm‘..d said thatanti-abortion for-
ces “are not appeased by assurances
that the nominee. . . is personally op-
posed to abortion.”

7 1 o n~nf Aty
gardless of partisan political

So far, no member of the Senate
has taken a public position against
the nomination, but several have
said they have not made up their
minds.

Since being chosen July 7 as Rea-
gan's first nominee to the court,
O’'Connor has spent most of her time
in her judicial chambers in Phoenix.
She has not been assigned 1o sit on
any new cases but is finishing up old
ones, she said.

The first of her last round of rul-
ings as a state judge came out last
week, dr awing some publicity. An
O’Connor opinion uphelé the right
of a mob syndicate figure, Charles
Battaglia, to receive benefits for an
injury even while he remains in
prison.

He suffered the injury as an iron
worker in Tucson in 1977, and the
state Court of Appeals ruled that he
was entitled to receive workmen'’s
compensation benefits because they
are based on the loss of his earnings

due to his injury, not to his impris-

onment.

O'Connor said she would soon
start reviewing the issues she will
have to face at Senate hearings.

" Asked if she would be coached by

someone else, she said: “No, I'm
working on my own. Not that I
wouldn’t welcome assistance, but I
will be working at my own pace.”

She said she had planned to take
some vacation, “but it looks like I
can't. We have cancelled our plans
because there is so much material I
need to review and there are so
many things to do.”

Although thinking mostly about
her {inal acts as a state judge, O'Con-
nor, according to an dld° Fac given
a little thought to one of the first ac-
tions she would have to take as a
member of the Supreme Court.

That is a decision on whether to
hire, as her law clerks, one or more
of the three who had been chosen
for the court’s next term by Justice
Potter Stewart before he retired in
June. The three are Brian Cart-
wright, John Dwyer and Deborah
Jones, each of whom has clerked for
a judge of the US. Court of Appeals
here.

O'Connor’s nomination has not-

yet been sent formally to the Senate,
the White House said yesterday. That
may come next week.

fiew anpyey T

c,omne & co ;»x ofa wnwmr.
complaxnl that was €eliven
office yesterday,” Bell wrc
can see from this complaint
federal courts may soon be
for not enforcing <ivil rig
and regulations. Your sup
my efforts to decrease the u
rassment of schools and
would be appreciated.”

The contempt of court c«
was filed two days before
plaintiffs in an 11-year-old
against Elliot Richardson,
secretary of health, educat
welfare. It sought to force
ernment to enforce  th
discrimination requiremen
tle VI of the Civi] Rights Ac
against Southern school
and states that were still
inating against black sci
dren.

After winning that origi
and having the ruling affn
appea! in 1973, the plaintiffs
turned to the district court
times for extensive remedia
Those orders established r
der which the Department
cation was directed to enio
hibitions against discrin
against women and the
capped. as well as against rz
norities. The contempt comp
cused Bell of failing to enit
remedial orders.

In a telephone interview
day, Bell said that he “agre
the central purposes” of civ:
legislation, but that “there a1
and range of statutes to be er
which are being “force
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Justice Burger

And Mary Cri isp

Remember Mary Cnsp" She is

_the outspoken Arizona woman who

“rocked Ronald Reagan’s boat at the

Republican National Convention last

_year. She clashed with Reagan over

the Equal Rights Amendment, and

* her insubordination cost her the co-
chairmanship of the Republican Na- "

tional Committee.

Now another Arizona woman is in"

the limelight. She is Sandra D.
0’Connor, who has been nominated

" by President Reagan to the Supreme

Court. :
Mary Crisp and Sandra O’Connor

O’Connor Frlends.

England and a cruise on Lake Pow-
ell on the Utah-Arizona border.
Bprger has told associates that
O’Connor has a fine judicial mind.
But the chief justice is fretting over
one problem: O’Connor will be the
first woman in history.to sit on the
Supreme Court, and there’s no la-
dies’ room in the justices’ chambers.
Walloping Watt — Interior
Secretary  James
aroused the wrath of many impor-

- tant environmental groups. Accord-

ing to reports, Watt i3 “amused” by
their oppposition to his policies. .

-It’s likely that Watt will- not, be -

quite so amused by the-indignation
he has stirred in another ‘quarter.

-The interior secretary’s high-handed -

method$ have earned him some in-
fluential enemies on Capitol Hill.

oo, FOST

quainted at judicial outings. They glonal ofﬁce of the surface mmmg

got to know each other on a trip to,

G. Watt has -

bureau from Denver to Casper, Wyo.
Yates was convinced that the Tmove
should not'be made. So he attached:
a rider to next year’s appropnatlons

- bill that forbids -interior from' rhov-~

ing the office. . *

That should have sent Watt a sig-"
nal. But he rushed in where angels
fear to tread. The next fiscal® year °
doesn’t begin until Oct. 1, so Watt
took  funds from this year's budget
‘and began moving the surtace mm
ing-office in June.

Yates; say, our sources, is tunous
He has vowed that if Watt™ ever
shows up before him again Iookmg_
for money, “he wont get a dime.”
. Sparkling ~ Controversy — -

&
~
’

- Since World War II, the federal gov-

ernment has been producing synthe-
tic rubies and sapphires, which are

“crucial for certain types of mllltary
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plse o she

: Sen. Alan Cranston (D-Calif), for  equipment. The jewel bearings "are ; & :
g {:a:s beenk t";xexgdrs l;(}):; y?{aersllb'ggg example, recently called on Presi-'* produced at a plant in North’ Dako —i -
QS“Q " _wo:he Pho . P { thei dent Reagan to “oust” Watt. ta, the only facility of 1ts kmd in ther :f 3
e c";‘]l,‘lsf In the f (Zle?;xx arca an; le" ¢ Meanwhile;  Watt hasn’t done - Umted States. i -3 4
children attende ehsameljc dO(l’ S himself any good on Capitol ‘Hill - President Reagan recently lssued" E |
i Th‘? two women have La Xng with one of hig latest maneuvers. He -an order calling for a national stock = a3
o | talks “about political issues. And  tried to pull a quarterback sneak on  pile of 120 million of these gems.=. @ %
— Mary CHSP_ thinks Reagan may ’be N Rep. Sidney Yates (D-H1). But unfortunately, the plant where-f = *f
for a surprise. She describes 0’Con- Yates is an influential member of ~ the bearings are made is fraught- A
nor as a moderate W}“«h a fiercely- - the Appropriations Committee. In- w1th problems. A 'ii
mdepe_ndent streak. Crisp also ca'llled " deed; he i chairman of the sabcom- - According to a confidential federaL,. =
her friend “a real civil libertarian.” - mittee that handles the' Intérior De- - “'audlt the plant relies heavily on for-* =
As a judge, she demonstrated a de- ‘partment’s ‘budgef. In short, he is  eign sources for raw material. Th ad- ’* : E
== | votion to detail. _ £ " one" congressman- who- no mtemor ~ “dition, the experts say, dramatlc* a
s Sandra O’Connor has another sur- " secretary should antagonize. "~ ““changes in military technology Eave- ¥
prising friend: Chief Justice Warren - But that is exactly what Watt'has ~ virtually rendered the, bearmvs ob-z & 2
Burger. The two ‘became’ ac- - “done. He decided to move the re-  solete. - N =
8-1 j {
e . When today’s deal was played, our ' were cashed next, declarer having the _j,
- West defender got off to a gambling lead Nelther snde vulnerable.- good fortune to catch the queen. South’ s‘- e
- -which, on the face of it, appeared to givej NOfth deals; =% s.xrFe jack now picked up East’s ten. The club-~ iz
-.declarer. a present of a trick. But, as _ﬁoévf}l jack was then led, West’s ace winning. ot 4
— subsequent events proved, the lead led J7 w =
YAKS West then led another low spadé. Ast %
declarer completely astray, and brought q ; . g A
+Q9 South viewed the set-up, it appearéd as= =
about his demise. The hand was played Sl ey o e
. $KQ1094 though West had started with the spade=Z -
in a rubber-bridge game. -
W WEST EAST . queen and East with the ace. So he putZ. - 2
est had a difficult choice of leads, v s o
) 8 : ®AE52 $Q94 -up: dummy’s jack.” Naturally Fast won‘
. with every suit but spades having been | @7 Yi043- .
' el Q7 . 3 the trick with the queen. He next led an-> :
bid. To lead the ace of spades didn’t 9749 K853 :
. : . D other spade to West’s ace. 2
seem right, with North, having jumped $A863 $759 L isy G .”
to two notrump on his rebid. rating o SOUTH ‘ West now me }(ie the killing z)‘n vhm
.., | ten, and that South would be compeiled | *+%_ Fuss ¥ s I L. EAR. Mol sl
7! , - : ! 1 ONT Pass Pass in post-mortem analysis, douth couid
w7/ | to capture the trick with the ace. But | ¢ . n ¥ have fultilled his contract in manv dit-
South won the trick with the ten. | 1Y Pass Pass Pass -

; ferent ways, But the fact remains that

k Dummy’s ace and king of trumps ‘ Opening lead: Two of # hadli

—_—




Why Not Fight for Religious Liberty!
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Life (Abortion), Liberty (First Amendment) — O’Connor lssues

e confirmation of Judge Sandr
(Photographically reproduced from The Vicksburg Evening Post, Vicksburg, Miss., 7/23/81) O’gg:mzrflwhosg hearings %:ave b.:nm“y'
for September 9-11, has in it the most
basic First Amendment rights. When
questions are raised about the Fimt
Amendment and the rights which I
protects — God-given rights — the whale
Congress, the whole nation should pause
and consider the questions raised.

The opposite, however, is the reality,
Votes, votes — pressure, pressure
lobbyists, lobbyists — the party, the purty
—and a host of other considerations now
take precedence over the Constitution,

For 16 years, since the flrst attuk
made upon radio station WXUR, Medis,
Pa., the First Amendment has been the
No. 1 issue in the radio world, Ax of the
present time, that battle continues. J
O’Connor Is on record as opposing
resolution calling  for  full Mt
Amendment rights of broadeanters, She
was afrald of the political sonsequences i ]

opponents were free 1o apeak on (e
nco an they have been i the proess,
That Flent Amendiment deals fest with
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Nominees Shouldn’t -

Pay Courtesy Calls
- On Senators .

1 bst
1sllsl

By Carl Marcy

WASHINGTON — They are gra-
ciously termed ‘‘courtesy calls,” but
the practice of Presidential nominees’
private visits with Senators before
confirmation hearings corrupts the
constitutional requirement that the
Senate provide advice and consent on
Presidential appointments.

The practice, dating perhaps to the
late 1960’s, is also degrading to nomi-
nees who may be pressured in a pri-
vate conversation to discuss subjects
that are, from the standpoint of the
public interest, better dealt with in
open hearings.

One newspaper reported on July 17
that “the third day of Sandra O’Con-
nor’s round of Congressional courtesy
calls was capped by a session with con-
servative Senator Jesse Helms.’’ The
public and other Senators do not know
what President Reagan’s nominee to
the United States Supreme Court said

to Mr. Helms nor what Mr. Helms said '

toher..

Let it be writ large: I amnot object
ing to the nomination of Mrs. 0’Con-
nor. Rather, my objection is to the now
common practice bv which nominees

process fundamentally different?

There is no assurance that abandon-
ment of the practice of courtesy calls
would sharpen Senators’ examination
of nominees.

Nevertheless, insistence that nomi-
nees be questioned in public, would
again democratize a process that,
probably through inadvertence, has
become, in significant measure, a
closed-door proceeding.

Surely, the constitutional require-
ment for Senate participation in, the
appointment process was intendéd to
open Presidential nominations to pub-
lic scrutiny, not to encourage a series
of one-on-one private ‘talks behind
closed doors between the nominee and
individual Senators. *

Carl Marcy, former chief of staff of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
is co-director of the American Com-
mittee on East-West Accord.
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Homework

Homework -- "Secretary of Labor, Ray Donovan, is under intense pressure from

both business and labor interests to preserve a 38-year-old regulation which

denies work opportunities to people - mainly women who wish to work in their
homes. The Reagan philosophy clearly argues for complete repeal of the
industrial homework regulations, and the Secretary of Labor has announced his
intention to overturn the edict. But the opposition is mounting. It seems to us
that people who wish to work in their homes should be allowed to do so. Such
people do not have to commute to work, hire babysitters, or buy work clothes.
If homeside workers consider themselves to be self-employed, there is no
problem with wage and hour violations. We think the restriction on such workers
is another glaring example of government intrusion - and in - spite of
organized protests, the Secretary of Labor should "vote his conscience" and
repeal an unreasonable regulation.” (Radio 11 WISN)

0 'Connor

Sandra Day 0'Connor -- "The opposition by the anti-abortionists to Judge

0'Connor seems to be a blind reflex action. Their antagonism only further points
up the single-minded fanaticism they use to judge every issue and every

individual. O0'Connor's nomination was an idea whose time has come. Ronald Reagan
is a President smart enough to realize that. We're betting the senate will move
swiftly to con firm Mrs. 0'Connor's nomination." (TKCRG-TV9-Radio 16)

* % % % *
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WASHINGTON, July 15 (UPT) A5 . |
President Reagan predicte((l her)conf?rs;?
mation by the Senate, Judge Sandra
Day O’Connor of Arizona met key sena- -
:grge tgg;y in e?! cor&hut{agon of her effort - &

: roved as the first w ’ :
SupremeCourt. . 4% off‘i'o'}fhf

*. _In a meeting at the White House, the
President indicated he believedmh’ds:é.%: i
Cennor would win early confirmation,
. Mrs. O'Connor is here making cour-
t%sc{lcalls on the Hill,” he said during a .
picture-taking session in the Rose Gar.
den. “We look forward to having her
he];&e pexl"ma.nently." o aedat e
r. Reagan did not answer whe
asked whether he had discussedWl:gIe,
issue of abortion with Mrs. O’Connor
i during a July 1 meeting a wéek before
‘ her selection was announced. -~ . -

“Judge O’Connor’s schedule was less’
crgwded today, to give her time for .
longer meetings with members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, J
-Both Senator Charles McC. Mathias
J1, Republican of Maryland, and Sena-
tor. Orrin Hatch, Republican of Utah, -
safd after meetings with Judge O’Con-"
-, nor that they thought she would be ap-
g i pibved. il ' N
g~ ={According to The Associated
Press, Senator Mathias, a moderate
_ often at odds with conservatives on
it . {He commijttee, said he learned d
i his 40-minute meeting with Mrs. O™-
g i Connor that she believes Supreme*
i e Court justices should follow existing
: High Court rulings, including those on -
‘ gbortion. - SR R 0 AT
7= ~[‘‘She made it clear she would apply -
the law,” he said. *“We were in total "
agreement.””] ¢ . Tl bty

) ~Just where Mrs. 0’Connor stands on
: - rtion has become a rallying point for
| tfiose opposing her nomination to re-
). piace Justice Potter Stewart, who has
" ritired. A ““March for Life”” demonstra- -
tion greeted her today at Capitol Hill. . -
» CAfter a meeting yesterday, Senator
Dennis DeConcini, Democrat .of Ari-
zbna, said bt;xat she had assured him she S :
i edabortion.. < -~ .+ B e :
' ~But Cal Thomas, a vice president of -* P R ' B, : i A S5,
" Noral Majority, said that the conserva- __President Reagan escorting Judge Sandra Day 0’Connor to the Rose Garden |
tive group was still concerned about § —— — = ! 3
- Mrs. O’Connor’s votes on the issue as an f"~=* “h &S a sben  Stwom 4 0 - > - = N
. . Arizona legislator. He denied assertions
tHiat the organization would fall into line
behind the President’s choice. Y
w'Until the legitimate concerns of3
roots Americans are answered,:| -
e personal credibility of Judge O’Con- - P ree s, e
A nor and the confidence of the American il 1S PE R rng
# " plople in the Supreme Court will be in" i Ll )
v pardy,” hesaid. ... . %l v
: j:efgdea.ntime, a spokesman for the Fed-
etal Bureau of Investigation indicated
that the agency’s Phoenix office had’
¢ompleted a background investigation’
ol Mrs. O’Connor. The President will:
sgnd the official nomination to the Sen-:
ge once he receives the final bureau re--
rt. e Weotte XTSRS
- The length of the F.B.I. check, and
Senate action on the Federal budget and
a proposed tax cut, make it likely the O‘-
Connor confirmation hearings will not
begin until early September, after the
.k ..  Congressional summer recess. Themew . . - .0
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o Resganand the N Rght. e Honeymonn 1+ Ovcr

By Bill Peterson
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

Every president has a honeymoon,

. and Ronald Reagan’s has been long-

.er than most. Congress, the press,

.opinion leaders and even many

Democrats are still treating him like
a new bridegroom.

' But for one important group of
supporters — the  New

““Right conservatives — the honey-
“ moon is over. They flexed their mus-

cle over the nomination of Sandra D.

*"0'Connor to the Supreme Court,
~*and lost.

“-*For some of the most vocal lead-
“érs of the New Right movement, the

“-nomination was the latest in a series

of slights and insults they have suf-

- fered from Reagan advisers which

raise questions in their minds about
~whether the president is really their

_+kind of conservative.

5

! explains nguene “It is

%,
3

NGNS R

“The White House slapped us im
the face,” says Richard A. Viguerie,
the conservative direct-mail expert.
“The White House is saying you
don’t have a constituency we're con-
cerned about. We don’t care about

»

you.
“There’s been a challenge msued i

SANDRA D. 'CONNOR
.. last straw for the New Right

nor nomination. It is part self-
esteem, part coalition politics, part a
sense of class conflict between the
ideologues of the New Right and the
political pragmatists who make up
the White House staff.

The roots of the conflict go back
to the 1980 campmgn the chmee of
George Bush as

larly direct-mail fund raising, and
formed a fragile coalition with so-
called “social conservatives” — peo-
ple opposed to legalized abortion,
sex educatlon. the Equal nghts

permmweneas. gun control, “and a
host of other religious and social is-
sues.

In numbers, the coalition is rel-
atively small —_ Vlguene one of the
it
mnmobxlmnomorethansmoWz
percent of the electorate. But, like
the liberal wing of the Democratic

Party, it is noisy and rigid philo--

sophically.

Reagnn, in his campaign, pl
to the basic goals of the New nght
coalition with his litany of “family,
work, nenghborhood freedom,

“From the very outset, the admin-
istration has been staffed by coun-
try-cliib conservatives who have con-
tempt’ for social conservatives. The
White House has a tendency to treat
us as a sort of minority group,” says
Phillips of the Conservative Caucus.
“We aren’t the Skull and Bones
crowd.”

“The:White House doesn’t under-
stand our coalition,” adds Viguerie.
“The social conservative isn’t some-
one they'd invite to their home, or
country club. The whole social con-
servative thing isn’t their cup of tea.”

Kevin Phillips, a oomervauve

heorist, offered in
a reecnt issue of his American Po-

themu in 1978 and 1980 elections
b @ voters agreed with their gen-

peace.” He end itutional
amendment banning abortion. Anti-
abortion groups flocked to his ban-
ner, although leaders of the New
Right like Viguerie joined his band-
wagon only afﬁer other candidates

mate, and the emergence ot‘ moder
ates, such as White House chief of
staff James Baker III, as key pres-
idential advi “We won the elec

we can't ignore. We either fight this
one, or we aren't leaders.”

Viguerie and his cohorts on the
New Right ' have done just that.
They have fumed and : fussed.
They've launched a series of pointed

atmcks on Q’Connor in their pub- -

lications and' in thousands of letters

&- and telegrams sent to their support-
o & ¢rs around the country.
“7s. But after two weeks, they have

yet to persuade a single senator to

nnvmn b amainet (VM annas tha Geet

tion, but lost the White House,

‘many conservatives complained.

Reagan’s relations with the New
Right have been strained ever since.
In_ this light, the nomination of
O’Connor, who on occasion voted
wnth pmabomon forces as an Ar

fell by the

But as president, Reagan has a
different agenda, and his adminis-
tration has distanced itself from the
New Right. “On issues like abortion,
school prayer and some of these, my
personal view is that they’re some-
what peripheral to some of the
things that national govsmment
should be concentrating on,” one top
White House adviser said durmg a
recent luncheon at The Wi

izona state senator, didn't s
some of the most militant voices on
the New Right.”

A little background about the
New Right and the Old Right is

Post.

New Right and anti-abortion
spokesmen blame this on a
of confidence and a failure to under-

eral cnﬂque of moral decay and per
missiveness in the country, Phll.hps
noted.

“The neo-Puritan minority was
able {6 mobilize its issue activists
with little backlash,” he wrote. “That
equation is changing now with
Reagan in the White House. General
pubhc sympathy for a further move
to the right on moral issues is less,
and ‘more attention is focusing on
less popular specific proposals.”

Noiother single issue is. as.impor-
tant /to.the New Right coalition as
abortion. It is the glue that holds
much of the eoahtlon togelher, that
attracted northern blue-collar Cath-
olics and southern evangelmls most
of whom are traditional Democrats,
to the New Right and its candidates.

Anti-abortion activists view abor-
tion as'the great civil-rights issue of

RICHARD A. VIGUERIE
... “White House slapped us in the face”

ably similar in background to udge
O’Connor.. Like O’Connor she is an

an” anti-O’Connor campaign. But
Reagan announced O’Connor’s nom-
ination before the packet arrived in
Washington. Gerster was shocked.
She and other anti-abortion leaders,
who had supported Reagan during

« the presidential campaign, felt. the
Y h“i has q .

p yed p he
had made to them and the Repub-
lican platform.

They felt they had a stake in
Reagan’s presidency. “We induced
millions of Democratic voters to
cross over for Mr. Reagan and other
pro-life senators,“ declared Dr. J.C.
Willke, president of the National
Right to Life Committee.

Human Events, a conservative
newspaper normally friendly to
Reagan, said conservatives around
the oountry were “astonished . and

agEressive, A e n
spirited individual, a tml blamr of
sorts who launched a

career at a time when few woman

. did so. And like O’Connor, she lives

in the’Phoenix suburbs.
In the 1970s, she was an anh
abortion lobbyist who

d” by the nomination of
anyone with “such murky ideological

moorings.”
More militant voices threatened
P against R

sional candidates in 1982. “I- dont

mind holding a gmdge

out a vendetta,” said Paul Bmwn o[

ﬂmsutaamtorO’Connma
abortion adversary. By 1980, phy
sician Gerster had become president
of the National Right to Life Com-
mittee, the nation’s largest anti-
aboruongimp and she had a one-
on-one meeting with Reagan in early
January. “During that- meeunx
claims Reagan pledged he would
never appoint: a supporter I-
ized abortion to ﬂnSupremeC:?L
Gerster and her allies did a quick
research job on O'Connor’s legisla-
tive record over the July 4th week-
end when the possibility of her nom-

the American Life Lobby. "“The
loose-knit coalition we have with the
White House may be destroyed. I'm
not at all adverse to making up a hit
list for 1982 made up entirely of Re-
publicans.”
But others see hope of making
peace with the Reagan White House.
"If the White House shows it views
the pro-family movement as an im-
portant part of its coalition, then the
situation is salvageable,” says Paul
Weyrich, a leading New Right stra-
tegist. “But if they wall themselves
up and take the position that:anv
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