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THE WHITE HQUSE

Office of the Press Secretarv

For irmediate Release March 31, 19831
PRESS BRIEFIIG
BY
LARRY SPEAKES AND
DP. DENNIC Z'LEARY AND
AND DR. DANIEL RUGE
Room 450
0ld Executive Office Building

8:40 A.M. EST

MR. SPEAKRES: We have with vou to answer questions
this morning, Dr. Dennis O'Leary, the Dean for Clinical Affairs at
George Washington University and Dr. Daniel Ruge, the Vhite
House physician,after which I'll be availahle to answer questions.

DR. O'LEARY: The President had an excellent
night. The endotrachial tube which was placed in his surgery was
removed at 3:00 this morning. And he was moved from the recovery
room to a private area at about 5:00 this morning. He did not
get a lot of sleep last night, busy night. He maintained a
constant dialogue with the nurses and doctors who were in constant
attendance with him, maintaining an excellent sense of humor. I'm
sure you'll hearmany of his remarks. My favorite one is he said,
"If I got this much attention in Hollywood, I'd never have left."
This went on all night. I had an ovportunity to see him this morning.
He is in excellent spirits. All of his vital signs are entirely
normal. He's on almost no medication and at this voint in time,
ne really probably does not require an intensive level of medical
care. He's doing extremely well.

Mr. McCarthy is also doing extremely well. And he
is complaining a little bit of soreness in the liver area which 1is
a little bit understandable. He has a mild elevation of his temperature
and of his white blood count which would be exnected after a liver
injury. But he otherwise is doing extremely well.

Mr. Brady is much improved over his initial prognosis.
He s3till has his endotrachial tube in. However, he is responsive
and 1s moving the right side of his body in resmonse to command.
It is anticipated his tube will be removed later today. We are

guarded as to his prognosis. But his progress thus far has really
Deen extraordinary.

Q Are you suggesting that Mr. Brady understands
your directives or questions to him and resvonds to them?

DR. O'LEARY: Yes.

Q Dr. O'Leary, I take it then that the prognosis
for the President's complete recovery is excellent and you expect
it?

DR. O'LEARY: That is correct.

0 Well, how soon do you expect that then?

DR. O'LEARY: How soon for his complete recovery?

Q For that kind of oerson --

DR. O'LEARY: Okay, the hospital, of course, is -- does vary
by patients probably in the range of a week or two. But that

will depend upon his specific, of course, and then after that probably
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a couple of months until he is totally back to riding horses.

Q Dr. O'Leary, has the President been using the
telephone? Has he been in contact with the White House, do you know?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, there've been a number of people
from the White House in to see the President.This morning he is,
as I say, fully alert, joking back and forth--

Q Has he been using the telephone --

DR. O'LEARY: I don't believe so.

Q How soon do you think the President can carry out
a full-time day?

Q The question?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, the question was, how soon can I put
the  president -- put in a full-time day. That's a little bit

speculative. He's obviously able to function right now in terms
of his thought process, capacity to make decisions and so forth.
He can probably put in a full-time day today as 1long as he gets a
nap this afternoon.

Q What about the chances for post-operative
complications such as pneumonia or --

DR. O'LEARY: At this point in time, I would be
very surprised to see such complications develop. He is doing
as well as any patient who has had an operation in his chest could
do.

Q Has the President at all asked or has he been
told about the condition of his Press Secretary?

DR. O'LEARY: 1He is not aware of the other people who
were shot and injured at this time.

Q Has he asked at all about them?

DR. O'LEARY: He did not ask in my presence. I can't
say whether he's asked anyone else but he is not aware of it as
of this morning. Yes?

Q Doctor, could you say that the President's talking
so rwuch and joking so much, is this normal or is he on some kind of
high? Or why is he --

DR. O'LEARY: I don't think he's on any high and I don't
think we put him there on the basis of any of his drugs. He's a
very outgoing, very vital person, from what I've seen of him, this
is quite in character.

Q Does the President have much pain? What 1is his
comfort level?

DR. O'LEARY: The President is requiring almost no
pain medication at all. He is tough in a good sense.

Q Doctor, are there indications that there is going
to be -- Dbrain damage that Jim Brady might have suffered?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, the bullet did -- entered just
lateral to his left eye and really traversed across to the right
posterior skull where it stopped and it was removed. There was
fairly extensive damace of the right hemisphere of the brain.
However that is his non-dominant side and the important area that
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There was some minimal amount of damage involving the
left side of the brain. , In patients like this the spectrum of
possible outcomes is very, very wide. It'd be really highly
speculative right now to guess at what will happen to him.

Q Dr. O'Leary, it does seem rather strange that
you have not told the President of the condition of his own press
secretary. Is that a medical decision? Are you concerned about
Mr. Reagan's reaction?

DR. O'LEARY: ©No. I think you have to remember the
President has been through a little bit of an experience himself and
our general experience is that we don't forcefeed information to
people. Rather, we respond when they feel ready to deal with an
answer by asking a question.

Q In your presence did he ask any questions or
make any specific requests?

DR. O'LEARY: ©No. I can relate to you that !r.
Nofziger related to him that he'd be happy to know that the
government was running normally and he responded, "What makes you
think I'd be happy about that?" (Laughter.)

Q Why do you suppose that he did stay up all night
talking with nurses and doctors?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, if you've ever been in a
recovery room or an intensive care setting, it's really not
very conducive to good sleep because lights are on and there's a
lot of activity and monitors going and people running blood tests
and checking vital signs. It's not peaceful sleep. I'm not
surprised he was awake. Most people would have been awake most of
the night.

Q Is he concerned about his own medical condition,
how soon he will recover, that kind of thing?

DR. O'LEARY: No, I don't think he seems anxious at
all. He's had a few questions but nothing particularly definitive.
I think he's happy with the care he's getting. He's getting a lot
of attention from the nursing staff and from the doctors.

Q ' Doctor, are there plans to move him to a military
hospital and, if so, when?

DR. O'LEARY: That determination has not been made and
will be a judgment, of course, of the family and the White House Staff.

Q Doctor, the President is making a number of remarks
and jokes. But you say he has not yet asked about the condition of
his press secretary or anybody else, if they've been hurt in that
shooting?

DR. O'LEARY: That's what I said.

] Has the President asked about or been curious
about the assassination attemot?

DR. O'LEARY: Has he been briefed about it? He has
some curiosity as to who the assassin was. He was provided a little
bit of information along those lines. You have to remember, he's
coming out of major surgery. He's been up all day and all night and
I don't think you'd expect him to have a total overview of the world
at this point. I am really stunned by how alert and with it that he
is.
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controls not only his motor movement on his right side but all
of his speech and mental processes are on the left side. 3
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Q What drugs is he on now?

0 Tell us some more of these quips. Perhaps you
have some more?

DR. O'LEARY: Perhaps some of the others could relate
those to you. There are guite a number around.

2 Could you give us his blood pressure and his
heart rate?

DR. O'LEARY: His blood pressure has been running
about 130 over 80, which is totally normal. His pulse rate's about
70. You and I would do well to have such a good pulse rate. His
temperature's normal.

Q Could you give us an idea as to whether the
President actually knew that he was hit?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. We did chat a little bit about
that this morning. He really did not appreciate that he had been
shot until he was actually in the emergency room itself. As you
remember, he was pushed down. He thought he might have bruised or
cracked a rib and that was his belief, at least at the time he
entered the emergency room. It was only after he was in the
emergency room that he realized it.

Q So he didn't experience much pain or discomfort
as a result of the shot itself?

DR. O'LEARY: He knew that he had been hurt in some
fashion because he was experiencing some pain in the chest wall, but

he did not equate that with a bullet wound.

Q Do you know of any more of his thoughts at the
time that the shots were fired? Did he mention them?

DR. QO'LEARY: No, he did not.

Q Doctor, could you clarify one of your earlier
answers? Is the President aware at all that anybody else 1is
injured?

DR. O'LEARY: I don't believe that he is.

Q What kind of medication is the President
receiving?

DR. O'LEARY: He is receiving one antibiotic, which is

a cephalosporin, and he will probably come off of that within the next
24 hours. That's routine care for the patient and he has an as-needed

pain medication which he isn't needing very much, and that's it.
Q Will the President be able to walk around?
Q Was Mrs. Reagan there this morning?
DR. O'LEARY: I don't think she's there this morning.
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Q Doctor, vou said it'll be about a week or two
weeks before he will be out of the hospital. Can you give us an
idea whether he'll be walking soon or exactly what kind of progress
he is expected to be making?

DR. O'LEARY: That's a little bit hard to guess, but I

would not be surprised to see him up walking around within the next
couple of days.
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Q What is )
the vossibility of going back to California to recuperate there?

DR. O'LEARY : He said he really didn't want to go
back there until he could ride a horse.

Q Doctor, how do you explain a person being shot
in the chest, bullets in his lung and being able to after that
time, walk from the car into the hospital without somebody
knowing that that had happened?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, it would seem remarkable to any
of us but I think we've seen things like that before. One gets
guite a surge of adrenalin under these circumstances and we
do things that we might not otherwise be able to do if we realized
we'd been shot or otherwise injured.

Q Can you tell us more about Brady's response --
is it to light, is it to pin pricks, is he semi-conscious? Has
he shown any sign of semi-consciousness?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, I think his level of consciousness
is reflected by virtue of his responsiveness. He is asked to
move his right arm. He moves it. He is asked to move his right
leg. He moves it. He is clearly receptive to command. He's
obviously not able to talk or to reflect other levels of alertness
until his endotrachial tuibe comes out.

Q Eyes open or closed?

DR. O'LEARY: His eyes are open and his pupils are
snall and reactive to light. Very good sign.

Q Have all the fragments of the bullet been removed
from Brady's brain?

DR. O'LEARY: We believe so, that the whole bullet was
removed.

Q You said he could move his right leg and his
right arm. Is he able to move his left leg and his left arm?
Is there any paralysis that has appeared?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, again, we will not be able to assess
that until we get a little bit further downstream. The left
side of the body is predominantly controlled by the right side of
the brain, and so we're not surprised if he's going to have a level
impairment, it would probably affect the left side of the body.

Q ' Did the President ask specifically,

P

"Who was it who shot me?" and was there an answer given?

DR. O'LEARY: He didn't phrase it in quite that fashion,
but he showed some interest as to who was the person in terms of
nis demographic characteristics and what have vyou.

Q And was he told who it was?

DR. O'LEARY: He was simply told that it was a young man
who came from a good family, which was about the extent of it.

Q How did the President respond to that?

DR. O'LEARY: I can't remember his specific response. It
was basically noncommittal, I think.

Q Does he have an IV or a catheter?
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DR. O'LEARY: He's still on IV to receive his antibiotic.
That's all.

Q What about a catheter?

DR. O'LEARY: I'm really not sure. He will probably not
need a catheter pretty shortly, if not right now.

o] One more question. Doctor, Mr. Reagan is a 70-year-
0old man and he received a bullet.He didn't feel it,but it was clear
that he was hurt. (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: I don't think I understand all of the
gquestion. I think that his response to the injury was appropriate.
He perceived that he had pain and he has really performed through
allh of this, as I said yesterday, like a physiologically young person.
His responses have been totally normal.

Q Dr. O'Leary, if you think it is medically wise
to withhold information about the other victims of this shooting,
do you also feel it advisable that official information and problems
be withheld as well for the President's medical benefit?

DR. O'LEARY: That's not really a judgment for me to
make. That's up to the White House staff.

Q Well, then from a medical point of view, is it in
the President's best interest not to have official stresses at this
point?

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, I -- again, I think his primary limitation
is a physical limitation because of what he's been through. But, I think
he could use a little bit of sleep probably and I'm sure he get that
in the course of the day. He is a very cool-headed man and what might
be stressful for you or me is not necessarily stressful for him.

Q Are there any possible post-operative complications
for either the President or Mr. Brady such as pneumonia or any
other things?

DR. O'LEARY: Again, I think the likelihood of complications
for the President is quite, guite small. Mr. Brady's had a serious
injury. There are potential complications. We hope they won't

develop. We're prepared to deal with them if they did.
Q Are his prospects of
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Then one of the questions he's had, "Will I be able
to do ranch work?" And I think you've heard from the doctor that's
a very positive sign on that.

Other than that, I'll accept your questions for a few
minutes.

Q Larry, can you tell us what arrangement has been
worked out to bring matters to the President's attention, what
division of authority and what division of work has been
worked out between the senior staff and the President?

MR. SPEAKES: Basically there is no division of
authority. The President remains the President, of course. The
senior staff, the top three senior staff members, have met with him
this morning. I anticipate that the Vice President will be going out
to visit the President today. The Vice President attended the
senior staff (meeting) this morning and his statement there was
that, "We will continue business as usual," that, "I will sit in on
the meetings that the President would have normally attended and will
act as if he were here."

Q Was this the deadline for signing this bill?
MR. SPEAKES: Yes.
Q This morning.

MR. SPEAKES: It had to be signed because otherwise
the dairy price supports escalation would go into effect tomorrow.

Q Has the President made any other decisions
aside from signing the bill, things that could be characterized as
oresidential decisions?

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not aware of it. Jim Baker and
them were with him for 10 minutes or so but that was the immediate
thing that required action this morning and he clearly took that,
signing it on his breakfast tray.

Q Is there a military aide there with him now at
the hospital and is “the football" there or is it with the Vice
President?

MR. SPEAKES: John, we're very careful about discussing
that. Yes, the military aide is present. As far as any of these
other matters, they're clearly matters of national security which are
classified that I can't discuss, but I can assure you that there's
certainly no problem, nor was there ever any problem with that matter.

Q What kind of White House communication has been
established with the hospital itself?
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recovery better today now? I mean Brady.

DR. O'LEARY: We believe that he is going to live.
We are cautiously optimistic but we have no idea where he's going to
end up.

Q Who has the President seen -this morning and who
will he be seeing today? How many people should he be seeing and
talking to during the day?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, we're trying to keep the flow of
people small but obviously there are a number of people who need to
be in contact with him. He was covered through the night by the
director of the intensive care unit and the director of emergency
services personally as well as the nursing staff and other staff.
He was visited this morning by his surgeons. Dr. Aaron was in the
hospital through the night. Mr. Nofziger and myself visited with
him this morning. I think Mr. Meese and some of the other staff
did as well.

So he's handling all of this extremely well.

Q Dr. O'Leary, would you say that the President
will be able to handle the stresses of the presidency right now at
this moment?

DR. O'LEARY: I think I've tried to deal with that
question. I think that he is quite capable of making decisions,
interacting with people. I wouldn't encourage him to put in an
13-hour day, but I am sure that he can attend to the important
matters of government today.

MR. SPEAKES: Thank you, Doctor.

I have a couple of items and then I will take your
questions. This morning Jim Baker, the White House Chief of Staff,
and Ed Meese, the Counselor to the President, and Mike Deaver, the
Assistant to the President, met at the hospital for breakfast
together. They visited the President for about 10 to 12 minutes
around 7:15. As they went in the President was sitting up. He was
brushing his teeth. They have presented him with the Dairy Bill,
which you have there, an actual copy of what he signed. As you know,
the Dairy Price Support Bill had to be signed today in order to be
effective on the April lst date. '

A couple of additional quotes. These are written
gquotes. He sent out a Winston Churchill quote which said,
“Winston Churchill said, 'There is no more exhilarating feeling

than being shot without result.'" Then the quote that Dr. O'Leary
gave him, which is a written quote. The first one was at midnight.
This one is at 2:05 a.m. "If I had this much attention in Hollywood

I'd have never left."

Then to a nurse, a spoken, something he said after the
tubes had been removed at 3:00 a.m. "I always heal fast." The nurse
said, "Keep up the good work." The President said, "You mean this
may happen several more times?"
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MR. SPEAKES:
We have the White House phone system installed and certainly, as
it is, wherever the President of the United States is, there's
complete communications apparatus.

Q Who was the senior staff person with him at this time?
Are there people there --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, there are people there. There's
a working office there and there will be people from the President's
staff and there will be constant communications.

Q Then has the White House formed a recovery place
and worked out where the President will remain, where he'll
go?

MR. SPEAKES: No, I don't think we've gotten that
far vet.

Q Who's there, Larry? Can you tell us specifically
who's going to be there in that office?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, at the moment, David Fisher 1is
there. I don't know who will work from there later in the day.
I'm sure Helene Van Damm will be out there later today.

Q Not Meese or Baker or =--

MR. SPEAKES: I don't anticipate them being there.
I think they'll be here.

Q Mr. Speakes, has the President or any of his
senior staff discussed the events of yesterday in terms of the
way the President left the hotel, whether there should ke changes
in the future, his method of operation?

MR. SPEAKES: Sam, I don't think we've gotten into
the security aspects of it or of those type things. No, I haven't
heard discussion.

Q Well, Larry, how does he think the Secret
Service responded in the circumstances?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think he's expressed an opinion

on that.

Q What is the feeling
in terms of recuperation? The President said he didn't want to
go to California until he could ride a horse. But clearly he

must be doing some plans =--

MR. SPEAKES: Sure, I don't think we've covered that
with him. We're progressing day by day. So, I don't think we've
covered specifically what happens next.

Q Larry, the would be assassined fired from, in
effect, the cover of newsmen. In other words, he was in that
spot in the pool area, all right? That makes me wonder whether
or not, there, first of all, is there a certain amount of bitterness
on the part of the White House as to how close the press can
get to the President, whether you intend now to attempt to put more
restrictions on our movement, whether this will be in any way used

as an example as to how close the assassin can get by working among
the newsmen?
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MR. SPEAKES: Well, I heard no discussion of that.

Q Larry, were you able to find out if, in fact,
the decision was made to withhold announcement of the fact that
the President was shot to give somebody a chance to notify Bush
or Mrs. Reagan or to do anything else?

MR. SPEAKES: I think our only consideration is that
we move with factual information and we moved as quickly as we

had the complete facts. I didn't hear of any discussion of delaying
anything for any notification process. Yes, Bruce?
Q Will Bush continue to pick up the President's

schedule for the duration of his hospital stay?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, for the next few days, I'm sure
he will. As the Vice President said, he'll sit in where the President
was supposed to sit in.

Q How much has the President's schedule been cancelled?
MR. SPEAKES: Helen —--
Q I mean travel and so forth.

MR. SPEAKES: Well, clearly, the trip to Springfield,
Illinois is not on. (Laughter.) We have not made a decision about
the Cincinnati trip which is announced, but you can certalnly draw
your own conclusions about what we'd be able to do about that.

Q How about the border --

MR. SPEAKES: I just don't know. That hasn't been
discussed.

Q What items has Mr. Block brought before the
President this morning by =--

MR. SPEAKES: The Dairy Bill is the one I'm aware
of. There could have been others. But that was the one frequiring
his immediate attention.

Q Larry, as far as you know, no one was definitively
aware that the President was shot until he was in the emergency
room?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, as you heard, the President himself
was not aware --

Q Did the President on his own walk into the --
Why was he allowed to walk into the hospital when he was wounded?

MR. SPEAKES: You'wve had the doctor. I wasn't present
so I can't really address that.

Q Larry, how was the decision made to go to the
hospital? The car initially headed down Connecticut Avenue --
then diverted. Can you tell us anything about that?

MR. SPEAKES: I can't address that, Hal. I guess

that would be better for the Secret Zervice to address, though.
I don't have the particulars on the immediate movements.

Q Larry, 1s there any explanation as to how this
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MR. SPEAKES: The President will make all the decisions,
as he always has.

Q So if a decision has be made at this meeting,
it will be by reference to a call to the hospital?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I don't know the mechanism but
I can assure you that whatever decisions are required the President
will make them and he'll certainly be consulting with the Vice
President and they will meet today.

Q Will the Secretary of State be in the Situation
Room all day today, do you know?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the Secretary of State's
schedule.

Q Will the crisis management group or the same
group or something like that be in the situation room today?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know that they will assemble
today.

Q Larry, to follow up on that, was the President
advised of Secretary Haig's efforts at crisis management yesterday?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know that that's been transmitted
to the President.

Q Larry, what's the purpose of the Cabinet meeting
today and the meeting with congressional leaders? 1Is this a normal
meeting or is this to assure them as a result of the shooting?

MR. SPEAKES: No, we wanted to bring the Cabinet in.
Most of them were here yesterday but they wanted to bring the
remainder of them in that are in town to give them an update on
the President's situation and to discuss whatever other matters they
may have on their mind.

The meeting with the Republican leaders was scheduled.
The meeting with the congressional leaders was a Republican leadership
meeting which, of course, has been expanded to include a bipartisan
group.

Q Larry, is it true that the President's signature
that you've given us here on this bill to show his first act since
the incident is not his normal signature, that it does reflect a
weakened man who's in the hospital?

MR. SPEAKES: I wouldn't agree with that at all.

Q You would think that is his normal strong signature?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, sir.

Q Larry, was the President questioned about the
shooting by the FBI or the Secret Service or will he be in the near
future?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. All of the law enforcement

aspects should probably come from the Justice Department. I just
won't be able to get into it.
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assassin got so close to the President, in what they call a secure
area. Somebody said that there was the media and a few others

who were considered well wishers. Usually it is the people with
the White House clearance,who have a White House pass, are given

a prior hassle,and if people are there -- just float in?

MR. SPEAKES: WNo, I'm not in a position to discuss
the security matters of what was happening there. I'm sure that
will be --

Q Is there any enquiry under way to determine the
facts of this other than what the Secret Service would normally
do and FBI,and in terms of the White House itself? -

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not aware of any.

Q Larry, are there any other plans to tell the
President about the chance of the others or are you waiting for
the advice of doctors?

MR. SPEAKES: I would judge we're waiting the advice
of the doctor.

Q Larry, the meetings that Bush is going to sit
in, that normally would be chaired by the President, are they
now going to be discussion meetings or action meetings? And if
action is taken at these meetings, will the Vice President have
decision-making power?
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Q Larry, are there any other staff members staying
in the hospital and is there going to be a press room in the hospital?

MR. SPEAKES: I think we've closed our press operation
down and everything will come from here, although there will be
mempbers of the President's immediate staff there.

Q Larry, that's not the President's normal
signature. Is it? It's not like that. I mean have ycu looked
at it? It's a little wobbly.

MR. SPEAKES: I will let you be the handwriting
experts today.

Q Larry, could you clarify the command authority
arrangement that you described yesterday, whether that is a
carry-over from past administrations or whether that's a standing
order for this administration?

MR. SPEAKES: I think every administration establishes
it.

Q Was it different? Was it the same one?
MR. SPEAKES: I don't know.

Q Larry, in the Situation Room yesterday, right
after this happened, can you tell us was there any confusion about
that order?

MR. SPEAKES: ©No confusion whatsoever.

Q Who was in that room and who made the decision
and who pulled out the documents?

MR. SPEAKES: Sure. I did account for you yesterday
who was in it. I don't have my list here but that's available.
It was a cooperative effort completely. There was an open line from
the President's senior staff who were talking with the President,
an open line from the hospital to the Situation Room. Both the
hospital and the Situation Room were in contact with the Vice
President.

Q Larry, was Secretary Haig asked by the White
House Staff to make the appearance at the White House yesterday
afternoon or did he do that on his own?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I'm not sure. I was in the
Briefing Room at the time. The Secretary came up because he thought,
and it was certainly -- the entire meeting was a spirit of cooperation --
he felt that it was important to reassure the American people and our
friends abroad and that's what he did.

The important thing to note on that is that the White
House did not skip a beat. The government did not skip a beat.
The White House performed effectively. There was not a single
ripple. It was a complete spirit of cooperation. It was a real
teamwork effort and I think it's a commendable effort.

Q Was there contact with Speaker O0'Neill?
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MR. SPEAKES: I'm sure there was some contact with
Speaker 0'Neill, but not anything specific.

Q Who was asking for those assurances? What allies
were expressing concern about authority over the government?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think anybody had asked for any.
Let me take one more guestion so we can get over to those meetings.

Q Larry, if the President didn't know he was injured
until he got to the hospital, whv did he go to the hospital?

MR. SPEAKES: He knew he was injured.

Q Is the White House under crisis management right
now, today?

MR. SPEAKES: I think the White House is operating
very normally. As close to normal --

Q Will you hold a briefing this afternoon or noon?

MR. SPEAKES: Why don't I try to get out maybe after
12:00, 1:00 or 2:00 just to take what gquestions --

Q Here?
MR. SPEAKES: No, I'll do it in the briefing room.

END 9:12 A.M. EST



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 31, 1981
QUESTION AND ANSWER
SESSION WITH

SENATORS LAXALT, BAKER,
‘BYRD AND, CRANSTON

Outside the West Wing

10:40 A.M. EST

0 What can you tell us about your conversation with
the Vice President?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, we just had a leadership meeting
in which the Vice President briefed everybody concerning the President's
medical condition as well as the others, and briefly, I think, to
indicate that transitionally yesterday everything was in order, continues
to be today and that we're going to work cooperatively.

2 What did he say about the President's condition?

SENATOR LAXALT: Oh, he reflected pretty much what
you've already heard, that the President is in exceedingly good
condition.

Q Senator, what's your impression of the -- I'm sorry.
0 You saw him yesterday.

SENATOR LAXALT: Yes, I saw him.

Q All right. When did you actually see him?

SENATOR LAXALT: I saw him as he was being wheeled to
the operating room.

Q And he said some things to you at that time -- or
he said something to you?

SENATOR LAXALT: Yes, he said, "Don't worry. 1I'll get
out of this."

Q When do you conclude that he'll be able to gc back
to work?

SENATOR LAXALT: All I know is what the doctor indicated
today, and that's we're looking two to three weeks on a conservative
estimate in terms of being released from the hospital. Going back
to work full-time, I don't know.

Q Senator, you're one of the closest friends of the
President. What are your thoughts about what happened yesterday
concerning security, concerning the methods of the operation for the
President of the United States -- just the general air of what
happened?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, just from what I've observed,
I think the Secret Service did an absolutely magnificent job. One
agent, as we know, actually intentionally threw himself into the
line of fire. I don't know what more you can expect. This President
doesn't want to be isolated as a prisoner in this White House. He

wants to continue communicating with people. So what we have out here




I think, to some measure is the price of freedom. There's no way
of knowing him that Ronald Reagan is going to permit himself to
be a prisoner of this situation. There's just no way that this

is going to happen.

Q Senator, can situations like that be prevented?

Q -—- if he doesn't want to be a prisoner in the
White House and he wants to be able to go back out --

SENATOR LAXALT: I haven't had a discussion with him
since surgery.

Q You just know him well enough.

SENATOR LAXALT: I just know him well enough that
I just know that's --

Q Do you think he'll change his views on gun control?
SENATOR LAXALT: I wouldn't speak for that at all.

Q Have you heard antagonism or talk of it in
the White House toward Alexander Haig's taking over control here
yesterday?

SENATOR LAXALT: None whatsoever.

0 Was he invoked temporarily by the President -~

P4

SENATOR LAXALT: I don't know. I wasn't here. I
was at the hospital. It wasn't discussed.

Q Was it discussed this morning?
Q What did you mean by "working cooperatively"?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, I think that the leadership
indicates, particularly Senator Baker, he thought that the best
service that we render the President on the Eill was to continue
processing the budget legislation. That's precisely what the
Senate will be doing today.

Q Can you say anything about the mood of the Senate
toward gun control legislation?

SENATOR LAXALT: I haven't been back to the Senate
really. I went to the hospital immediately after I was advised
what happened and haven't been back.

Q What do mean, "Everything is in order transitionally"?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, in terms yesterday of the President
being where he was and having the back-up planners --

Q What was the back-up plan?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, you'll have to speak with someone
here in the White House. But you had the Cabinet people convene
immediately in the Situation Room. The Senior Cabinet person, Alexander
Haig took over, there was immediate communication with the Vice President,
who was brought back here. And I think in terms of the procedures
which are in place that all these people who were involved should
be highly commended.
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Q Senator, having just been briefed by the Vice
President, how would you characterize the ongoing operations of
government now?

SENATOR LAXALT: I think it's being conducted in
a calm, orderly,business-like fashion.

Q According to the initial reports, the alleged
would-be assassin travelled from state to state acquiring guns.
The man who was shot is one of your closest friends. I'd like

to ask you © if your views onygun controls have changed at all or
if you think you're going to think about them at least?

SENATOR LAXALT: Well, of course, I'm going to think
about it. I already have.

Q And?

SENATOR LAXALT: But I've long held the conclusion
that there's no amount of gun control law, no amount of registration,
that's going to contain someone who's in this frame of mind.

Q What did the Vice President say about the operation
of government today -- what he will be doing,about the chain of
command and so forth?

SENATOR LAXALT: Essentially, he'll be doing what is
ordinarily scheduled. He's going to be meeting with the President
very shortly. He's going to be meeting, as he would be otherwise,
with the Prime Minister of the Netherlands, and I think essentially
the Vice President will be doing business as usual.

Q Have you heard anything more about the motive
of this man Hinkley who is the suspect?

SENATOR LAXALT: I know, but I don't think I should
speak to this at all. In fact, I don't think any of us should
because the last thing you'd want to do is color his prosecution.

Q -=- suggesting that there was more than just
one individual involved.

SENATOR LAXALT: There's no indication that there's
anyone other than the individual involved.

Q Did anyone but Bush brief you?

SENATOR LAXALT: Yes, we were briefed by Secretary of
the Treasury Regan =--

Q Was he the one who gave you the motive?

SENATOR LAXALT: No, we were briefed by the Attorney
General as well and those are matters, I think, that are best kept
private.

Q The ongoing operation of government =-- you've
met with both the President and the Vice President. What role
do you see the President playing now?

SENATOR LAXALT: He's going to continue performing
the same role that he traditionally has. He is in business already.
This morning he signed the Dairy Bill so I don't think he's going
to have any difficulty whatsoever in just doing what he normally would.
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Q Regan briefed on the Secret Service operation?

SENATOR LAXALT:He distinctly indicated Secret Service
operations. Thank you very much, everybody.

Q Senator Byrd, can we ask you some questions?

Q If the President is not going to be a prisoner,
do you think he will be more cautious?

SENATOR BYRD: Maybe. Maybe not, Helen. I mean, yesterday
what more could you have done really?

Q Do you think your security procedures will change?

SENATOR BYRD: That I can't speak to. But there again,
they're going to re-evaluate and look at the whole situation.

Q Thank you.

SENATOR BAKER (?): =-=- assailant's bullet or other
assault. But I would not expect that the President would ever
to change that. I'm sure that will upset the Secret Service, but
that's my guess.

Q Do you suspect or think that in any way a rethinking
of the security,of access of crowds, of press, is being done?

SENATOR BAKER: Knowing what the President is like --
but I don't see how you can protect against a single assailant,
a would-be assassin. My hunch is the President of the United States,
Ronald Reagan, will not change that --

Q Do you know something about the motive of this
suspect?

SENATOR BAKER: I'd rather leave that up to the Justice
Department.

Q Were you briefed by the Attorney General?

SENATOR BAKER: Not in this meeting, no. Some
details about the alleged assailant and since that's such a sensitive
matter that could possibly affect future legal proceedings, I'd defer
to the Justice Department --

Q He seems to be an aberrant. This is not part of
a plot or this is not a motive -- something other than abnormal?

SENATOR BAKER: It does appear to be part of a plot and
beyond that, I'd refer to Justice Department.

Q Senator Baker, has the time come now for gun control?

SENATOR BAKER: The time has not come to talk about
that subject yet. I --

Q Why? The President's been shot.

SENATOR BAKER: I rather expect that the passions of this
moment, the excitement of the times will have to subside before we
discuss that.

Q Were you aware of a command authority that they
MORE
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affect our judgment of each bill and each amendment.

Q Is there a gap between "should not" and "will not,"
sir?

SENATOR : I don't think so.

0 Senator Byrd, did you hear Senator Cranston's

thoughts about how this will affect efforts in favor of gun control?

SENATOR BYRD: I don't know what will be the final
impact. There will be a heightened interest at this point, but
I don't know what the final outcome will be.

Q Senator Cranston, are you entirely satisfied
with Secretary Haig's performance yesterday afternoon?

SENATOR CRANSTON: Ed Meese commented this morning on
who had done what and stated that Secretary Haig, the senior cabinet
Cabinet officer, came to the White House, as did other Cabinet officers,
and there was no dispute within the Cabinet or with others about
who did what. Secretary Weinberger, meanwhile, took charge of the
national defense moves that were made, and we contacted leaders around
the world, both our allies and our commanders and everything was
done, Mr. Meese said, in orderly fashion and I have no complaints
about what was done.

Q Was the Soviet Union contacted?
SENATOR CRANSTON: I presume so. I do not know.
Q Do you know, Senator Byrd?

SENATOR BYRD: I have no doubt whatsoever that it was, and
we were told this morning that messages had come in from all around
the world, including President Brezhnev, as well as well as our
allies.

Q Senator Byrd, I know you're anxious to get back
to the Hill, but security -- presidential security is going to
debated as a result of this, no doubt. Do you see any way to protect
the President really under these kinds of circumstances?

SENATOR BYRD: Politics is a very dangerous -- I mean,in
this society we have, an open society, it's extremely difficult to
prevent attack upon the President. I hate to say that it's inevitable.
I don't like to think that it's inevitable, but there's no way
to fully guarantee that there won't be some occurence again at some
point in time, unless a President were just kept prisoner in the !

White House here and that's unthinkable.
This President likes to get out and meet people and most
Presidents are that way. So I think it's something that we have

to think about and try to find the answers for, but I don't have
any answer at this point.

Q ThHank you.
Q Senator Baker?

- MORE




have talked about here in the White House, that when the President
isn't quite able to do everything, there is a response by the
Vice President and after that the Secretary of Defense --

SENATOR BAKER: -- and that system worked perfectly
yesterday. My part of that system is to be notified and the Speaker
and I were both notified at the time we were yesterday that the
people who were supposed to be in the Situation Room were indeed
in the Situation Room and reported to us --

Q That was clear and responsible.

SENATOR BAKER: Clear and unequivocal. There was
never a moment, there was never a second when there was not
a complete and uninterrupted chain of authority.

Q How do expect this situation to affect Congress --
is there going to be any spilling over --

SENATOR BAKER: My contribution in the Senate to this
situation is to try to show that we're going to conduct business as
normal, that things are indeed normal. The Senate went in this
morning at 9:30 and will continue its debate on the budget resolution,
the President and then pass it -- pass it today or tomorrow,in
my judgment.

Q This won't slow down the economic package at all?
Q Your pass igliterally speeded up by this?
SENATOR BAKER: It will not speed it up and it will
not slow it down. We're goiny to transact the people's business
in the Senate in a regular and orderly way.
Q Can we come over now?

SENATOR BAKER: I think we've done it all, haven't we?

Q No, we haven't. My cameraman was there as I kept
trying to tell you, sir.

Q If you haven't been on CBS, you haven't been on.
Q He knows that. You don 't have to tell him.
Q Senator Baker, in the briefing that you received

inside, were you informed that the Bush family knows the Hinkley family?
SENATOR BAKER: No.

Q There's report to that effect in the Houston paper
that indicates -- there was no discussion of that in there?

SENATOR BAKER: No.

(Transition to another speaker. Amswer in progress.)

SENATOR BYRD I'm very sympathetic towards what
has happened. I think it was a shameful act and a tragic act, but
when it comes to acting on the piece of legislation that you're
talking about, I think we have to be objective about that and I
think that members of the Senate and House will be on both sides
of the aisle:.

SENATOR CRANSTON : 1I'm convinced we'll deal with legislation

on its merits. If it's good, we'll pass it. If it's bad, we won't pass
it. We should not let emotions aroused by an attack on the President



Q Senator Baker, what were you told today by
the Attorney General about the assailant?

SENATOR BAKER: Well, to begin with, the meeting with
the Vice President in the Cabinet Room was in the nature of a
briefing on the events of yesterday and last night and this morning.
And the first thing that the Vice President told us was something
that most of us already knew and that is that never for a moment
during the day yesterday, or last night, or today, was there any
interruption in the normal and lawful chain of command and
authority of the government of the United States.

The Attorney General then reported on the
situation in respect to the alleged assailant. It was clear that
he is in custody and that procedures are being carefully kept
and followed that will make sure that there's no interference with
the lawful and orderly disposition of the charges that will be made
against him.

Q Why did he do it, Senator?

SENATOR BAKER: Presumeably and any remark that I might
make beyond that, although the Attorney General did give us more
details and information, and any remark that I might make beyond
that, I think would at least run the risk of contaminating the
prosecution. So, I will yield to the Attorney General to make any
further comments on this issue in that respect.

Q Any feeling, though, that it was a plot of any kind?

SENATOR BAKER: I have absolutely no indication that it
was a plot.

Q Senator, why does this happen in our country?
Why are there so many assassination attempts?

SENATOR BAKER: I don't know that there is any answer
for that except that it's one of those balancing judgments you have
to make in a free society between a President being in contact with
the country,on the one hand, and being secure and protected on the
other.

o) This doesn't happen in Canada or Great Britain,
why here?

SENATOR BAKER: Because in all fairness and respect
to our friends in Canada or Great Britain, they are not as much a
peoples' country as we are, or peoples' government. This is the
freest, mostrambunctious country in the world and our people feel
closer to the President and to the Senators, and the Congressmen,
and Governors than any other country on earth. They feel they're
entitled to disagree with them, even to vilify them and criticize
them, perfectly freely. And if you're going to preserve that
spontaneity and that repore between the people and their public
officials, you run this risk. And it is a balance judgement. It's
a greater risk for someone like Ronald Reagan who is so warm and
outgoing and who thrives on his contacts with the people. So --

0 Will that change?

SENATOR BAKER: I would not expect that to change. I
think that when the President is back on duty and fully recovered,
which won't be very long, because he's recovering faster than any one
of us in that room would have recovered, I'm convinced. He's strong
and he's young, physiologically, and he's doing very, very well.

But I'm convinced, and I, of course, haven't talked to the President,
MORE
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I don't know, but I'm convinced that when he's back on the job that
he'll do the job the same way. I do not believe this President
is going to be deprived of that contact and input with the people.

Q Senator, despite all you've said about this being
a free society, was there a breakdown in security,though, the fact
that someone could get 10 feet from the President armed?

SENATOR BAKER: I don't like to say, you know. That also
is part of the risk. And it's a risk not only for Presidents but
for others too.

You know, I was thinking of the Ford's Theater Gala
the other night that was on one the networks. And my wife and
I and Speaker 0'Neill and his wife were out front at that theater
to receive the President, to greet him because he was the honored
guest. And the press, many of you, were there, many others, and
the public. There were hundreds. There were hundreds of people
there within 10 feet of the President. And I suppose maximum
security would say, "You don't let that happen." But I can't
conceive of the President of the United States attending that
event under other circumstances. So, I don't think you can prevent
it altogether or guard against it completely.

Q But don't you think that Secret Service will
institute much more stringent precautions now and that access
will have to be somewhat restrictive?

SENATOR BAKER: The Selcret Service ought to do everything
they can do and still not come between the President and the country.

Q You say you were thinking about that just the
other night at the Ford's Theater Gala,about the possibility?

SENATOR BAKER: You've got to think of think. And
you do when you're with the President. Even when you're running
for President, you think about that some, because the world is
full of nuts, frankly.

Q When you were running for President, did you have
that fear?

SENATOR BAKER: But you know, that's also part of that
package if you're going to be in this business, you've got to
understand that's part of the risk. And that in no way diminishes
the terrible nature of this thing but it is to say the President
of the United States is a warm, outgoing person who enjoys being
with people and I would bet you anything that he doesn't
change his method of operations.

Q wWhen and how weére you notified, Senator Baker,
that the President was shot?

SENATOR BAKER: No, I don't remember now who notified
me. I was on the floor of the Senate and received a message that
the President had been shot. I went back to the Cloak Room off
the Senate floor, picked up the telephone to the White House to
confirm that that was so and then went back to the Senate floor
to make the announcement.

Q Do you remember the time, approximately?

SENATOR BAKER: No, I don't. But the President had
been shot only a matter of minutes before they --

Q Senator, in the briefing today, was there any
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discussion of whether the 25th Amendment should have been invoked
or whether it might be in the future in a case like this?

SENATOR BAKER: No direct conversation about the
25th Amendment, as I recall. It was only touched on obliquely or
indirectly in the sense that the Vice President and others pointed
out that never for a moment during this entire episode yesterday
and last night was there an interruption in the chain of lawful
command in the country.

Q Senator, after this briefing, what are you able
to tell us about the nuts and bolts of how the government is going
to work now?

SENATOR BAKER: Well, I think the government will continue
to work as it has in the past. The President this morning, for

instance, signed a Milk Bill. He is alert. He will continue to
make decisions and to confer with his principle staff. He'll not
do that extensively today, I expect, as none of us would,

under the circumstances. But today, the President of the United
States is fully capable of discharging his responsibilities and
duties.

Q Senator, were you aware of this arrangement
that the White House described last night of command authority
devolving on the Vice President, then the Secretary of Defense?

SENATOR BAKER: I am aware of that, vyes.

Q Was that, to your knowledge, did that same
set-up exist in the Carter administration -- in his administration?

SENATOR BAKER: Let me not try to describe that system.
There's some elements of that that may or may not be classified.
But just to be safe, I won't describe it. Let me, instead, simply
say that my part of that plan,which is to be notified in the event
of an incident involving the President or the Vice President, was
carried out promptly and was dispatched. And I was notified by
Secretary Haig by telephone that he was in the Situation Room,
that the others, who were supposed to be in the Situation Room
were there and that the system was functioning properly.

Q What about the legislation? Do you think that
this will have any effect on the President's economic program,
budget cuts and taxes?

SENATOR BAKER: Not directly. I think that the President's
popularity is likely to be enhanced by his courage and by his
warmth and his humor in a terrible situation. But I don't think
it will have any direct effect on his legislative program as such.

Q There may be a second honeymoon?
Q Senator, what about gun control? Could you
comment on that?'

Q Please, Senator, to gun control?

SENATOR BAKER: It's too early to tell. This is not
the time to talk about this. Thank you very much.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 11:05 A.M.
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MR. BAKER: I have a couple matters that I LT
cover. We are on the record. First of all, there was some ;

that the President had not inquired about the health of ot
who were with him. Last night, and I can't pinpoint the Gl

'( '.-,-.

S Rl

time for you, he inquired about the one person that he saw - -
ground before the car pulled out, that he thought was a Sec~:-..
Service agent. And he was given an answer that I cannot ~- .-

Y

cas ol
do not have. I mean I don't know what the answer was but :ra éid m=axa
the inquiry. ;
: s
Perhaps more importantly, he was told this mOrnisg se
12:16 ~-- I mean this afternoon at 12:16 by Dr. Ruge about J:s --3¢;
and about the extent and nature of the injuries to the other =—.e

people. Dr. Ruge told him that the reason he didn't tell nim :i4s
night or early this morning was because of the tube that wc=lg
have prevented -- v : (

Q What was that? ) !

MR. BAKER: The tubes in his nose and mout: that woewls
have prevented him from talking about it. He has slept a Z2i- =iz
since we were there this morning.

Q - What was his reaction when he was tolé?

MR. BAKER: Yes, 1'll get back to that. Sin
were there this morning. His reaction when told by Dr. Ru
I think he said, "Oh, damn...Oh, damn," and his eyes welled up w:iX
tears. He then asked, "Did it go into the brain?" And was %c:=
that it did. He said, "Oh, dear. What is the prognosis?" = <33
told that there might be some weakness on the left side. MI3.
Reagan, who was in the room, then told him that last night thaz
many people didn't think that Jim was going to make it at ali., 372
his response to that was, "Oh, dear, we must pray," or someilin§
like that.

a
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2
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He then asked about the agent, once again abcus :3°~_ !
agent. He was told that he was fine, recovering. He then w13 ==-- i
by Dr. Ruge about the policeman and he said, "That means tow= i

bullets hit. Good Lord."

-
a

b

Now, turning to the activities of yesterday.
like to suggest that the activities that took place in the s
hospital, here in the Situation Room, and on the Vice President 3
-plane, reflected a spirit of cooperation and dedication tn:tltnt:

goal, the goal of keeping our government running smoothly ¢us===
time of distress.

"

v13 -

A point that I think has been made but that [ would

like to reiterate is that we at all times had full comnuntb._Lgt
between the hospital, the Situation Room here at- the White House

where the Cabinet ‘or at least a majority of the Cabinet war3, 3
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the Bush airplane. Within about the first 30 minutes after arrival
at the hospital -- it may have been 45 -~ but there were White
House phones and communications in place --

Q At the hospital?

MR. BAKER: At the hospital. Excuse me, let me
go’ through all this, Mike, and then you can come back and ask me
whatever gquestions you want. -

Q How many minutes?

MR. BAKER: Thirty to 45 minutes, I would think, on
the outside. We were using commercial phones for the first 45
minutes. : '

When news of this first broke here it was probably
2:30 in the afternoon, around that. At that time I conferred
twice with Secretary Haig by telephone.

Q You called him?

MR. BAKER: He called me the first time, and I told
him that I would keep him advised. You see, our first report
" here was that the President had not been hit.

Q Where did you get that report?

MR. BAKER: I got that report from Mike Deaver at
" the hospital. ' -

Q Mike didn't get to the hospital -- he didn't
ride with the President, did he? He went in a separate car?

MR. BAKER: No, I don't believe he did. But when he
first called me he was of the view that the President had not been
hit. He gquickly called me back. At that time almost immediately
the call came in from Al. We agreed that it was very important how
. we handled this in terms of foreign perception.

Q This was before Haig knew that he was hit and
before you knew?

_ MR. BAKER: No. This was after I had gotten the
second call from the hospital telling me that the President had
received a wound. They weren't sure of the extent of it.

Q  Who called?

MR. BAKER: That was Mike again. But he had walked
into the hospital on his own, under his own power, and fallen, sort
of passed out there in the emergency room.

Q He passed out?

MR. BAKER: Well, he collapsed.

Q - bollapsed?

‘MR. BAKER: He was then given transfusions and his
condition was restored, stable.

Back to the telephona calls.




MR. BAKER: I can't answer that for you. I was just
imply told that he collapsed when he got to the emergency room.
o one Knew that he had actually been hit until he was examined.

Q Why was he taken to the hospital?

, MR. BAKER: Because he was complaining of a soreness

n his ribcage. It was thought at first, Sam, that he had been
njured when the agents pushed him in the car and agent Jerry Carr
t first ordered that the limo. proceed to the White House. It's
y understanding that he changed that order and directed that they
o, after the President complained of -- and I think he may even
ave complained of a dlfflculty in breathing -- ordered that they
go to George Washington.

Q One point, Jim. His jacket was off when he got
out of the car and walked into the hospital. They couldn't see the
blood on his shirt? -

Q | No, it wasth, )
Q Are you sure?

Q Yes.

Q The eyewitness said it was on but that he éaw a

little bit of blood.
ﬁR. BAKER: I cannot answer that for you .
Q He was holding his left side,;some blood.
Q A little bit of blood.
Q Coming down.
Q -Okay. All right.

MR. BAKER: I shouldn't really be speculating on this,
but I believe -- and I don't know this of my own personal knowledge --
but I'm not sure that they recovered a whole bullet in there. I mean
there's a question of whether it was a riccochet or whether it was a
fragment of a bullet as opposed to a whole bullet.

Q They said it was mangled.

MR. BAKER: Yes.
Q Is there some theory that it might have hit the
car first and then hit him?

MR. BAKER: That is -- there was =-- obviously, you can
see on the car window right there, the door that was open, you can
see where one bullet hit. I suppose it could have hit and gone --

I don't think they have a -- you'd have to go to the Secret Service
and to the FBI for that. '

; When I told Al that the President-had in fact been hit
he lef* +oc come over here. I told him that Irwould be in touch with
him and left to go to the hospital.

Q He volunteered that he'd come here or you asked
him to?
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But this was done by agreémeﬁt. . I want to make that
very plain. This was an agreed upon thing. It wasn't something
that was debated or with respect to which there was any disagreement.

We wanted to get all the Cabinet, as ‘many of the Cabinet over here
as we could.

Q But you made the second call?
MR. BAKER: From the hospital.

v Q Oh, from the hospital you called him and said
he had been hit? ‘

MR. BAKER: I don't. know whether I made the call or
whether he made the call but I did say that we would be in touch as
soon as I got ‘to the hospital. We talked almost as soon as I got to
the hospital and agreed that he, as the senior Cabinet officer
present, would serve as the chief contact point batween Ed Meese and
me at the hospital and the Situation Room and he did so, and this
arrangement -- this arrangement existed in numerous conversations
after that. I can't tell you-how many but we had a number of
conversations during the course of the surgery.

Q You agreed. Who proposed the arrangement?
MORE
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MR. BAKER: I think it was probably just mutually
nderstoed. I den't recall anybody specifically proposing it.
- mean, it was an understanding that we readily arrived at.

Q Where were you when he called you the first time
inowing that the President had been hit?

MR. ﬁAKER: Had been hit. That's correct.
Q He knew it as quickly as you did?

MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q Pid he know it before yod?

MR. BAKER: No, he didn't. No, he learned it from me.

I'm sorry,_Jﬁdy. I misunderstood your question. He learned it from
me. '

Q Oh, then he called you to find out --
MR. BAKER: Yes.
Q -- what was going on?

MR. BAKER: What was going on. And he called right
after I got the second call. ¢

Q Did you also call Weinberger at that time?

‘MR. BAKER: No. . Others did, thougﬁl We put- out
word to notify the Cabinet to come to the Situation Room. I clearly
agreed with Al that he should be the point of contact and he was. He
was the senior Cabinet officer present in the Situation Room.

Q "Point of contact". Would you define that
phrase further as you understood it yesterday? T

MR. BAKER: Well, my understanding of it was he was
the senior person, senior Cabinet officer aboard here in the
Situation Room with whom those of us at the hospital would coordinate
actions. After all, the President was alert and conscious until
he actually had anesthesia.

Now, moving to the briefing that the Secretary
conducted, and I was not here so I don't speak from personal
knowledge on this, but it's my understanding that at some point
during the afternoon -- I believe it was right after Larry left
the hospital to come back over here -- a question arose about the
alert status of American forces and our overall security. Secretary
Haig at that point felt that it was important to reassure our allies
that there was continuity of government here in the United States.

He did so. Certainly we support his doing so.
Q He felt it was important?

MR. BAKER: That's correct. I think we all believed
it was important.

Q You say you support his doing so.

MR. BAKER: Absolutely.
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Q You suggest that he made the statement and you
support his making of it.

MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q But he did not consult with you prior to making 1it?
MR. BAKER: No. That's correct.
Q Speakes took the question to him?

MR. BAKER: But you have to remember, Sam, that
we had the press room here and we had a large contingent of press at
the hospital to whom we were speaking with respect to immediate
developments there, the President's condition and that sort of thing.

Q I think that some people look at the phraseoloéy
that he used. Do you have any problem with it?

MR. BAKER: Let me just finish and then I'll get into .
that. I just want to point out that at all times, I think it's fair
to say that officials of the administration were prepared to deal
with any contingency. We had the appropriate Cabinet officers in-
place in the Situation Room. We had instant and direct communication
between them and the President and the Vice President's airplane.

Had any decision been required we were in a position to take such
action. If the President had not been able to make it, we were in a
position to immediately take the action which might have been
required. - -

Q You mean the 25th Amendment? — - o

MR. BAKER: To take a decision. Either the 25th
Amendment or the national command authority, either one. We were
in -- remember now, we're in constant communication not only with
the Situation Room but with the Vice President's airplane.

Q When he was going into surgery, was he there
beforehand?

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q Did he say anything about, "I'm going into
surgery. Call the Vice President and tell him to take over..."

MR. BAKER: No, it was never --.he said, "Honey...",
1e said to Nancy, "Honey, I forgot to duck,” winked at -- he winked
it me as he went in there, and he -- :

Q But there was no question? He didn't have any
‘eeling of transferring authority?-

MR. BAKER: He did not say -- no.

T Q Mr. Baker, when that confusion arose, or uncertainty,
n the minds of reporters who, after all, are citizens, residents, as
am -- . .

MR. BAKER: Sure.

Q -~ was Mr. Haig's remark, "I am in control here.”

e Thae mhracemnl Aoy
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MR. BAKER: Well, I don't think that there's any dispute
over there. He was in control in the Situation Room. And this was
by agreement. I mean this was an understanding that we had. As the
senior Cabinet officer present it would be normal that he would be

the control person in the Sltuatlon Room until the Vice President
arrived. »

C Q That's an agreement of the Cabinet?

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q And the command authority would not have taken
effect? - '

MR. BAKER: Command authority only applies under very =--
it's unfortunate that we -- not unfortunate but it's -- that's
confusing to people. The command authority only applies in a narrow
set of circumstances, range of circumstances. It's classified.

It is -- I don't want to dlscuss it any further. But it's basically
as it was outlined..

Q Before we get into all that, do you have one more
point or two that you want to make with us?

MR. BAKER: No, that's basically it.
Q That's basically it.
MR. BAKER: Yes, more or less.

Q Okay. ) V e

Q If it's clasSified, did somebody let --

MR. BAKER: Well, I would only say this: We feel here
and we took pains at the senior staff meetings this morning to
congratulate the Cabinet and the staff for what we. think was pretty
good teamwork during this thing. It went, under the circumstances,
about as smoothly as I think any reasonable person could have
- expected that it would. There were no hitches. I think even if
a presidential decision had been required the proper procedures and
processes could have been followed so that it could have been attained.

Q Well, going back to the command authority, which
you say 1is classified, but can it be said that whatever it is, it
was established prior to yesterday?

MR. BAKER: That's correct. It was established at the
inception of the administration, as it always is.

Q So whatever line of command authority eYlStS
under those set of circumstances was not a reaction to any events
of the last several days --

MR. BAXKER: No.

Q -—- or the crisis management flap.

MR. BAKER: No.

Q I want to ask you about the classified. Now that

this is out that there is a command authority and what the line is,
have vou told us a military secret? No? That there is one?
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Q What about the order?

MR. BAKER: The crder is but we haven't really gone --
we're not going to go into that any more. :

Q But you've already tcld us it goes Vice President
to Secretary of Defense.

MR. BAKER: I haven't told you where. We haven't told
you everywhere it goes. And it can be changed at any time.

Q Are we right to assume that this is a dire -- this
would be implemented in a dire military situation?

MR. BAKER: That's correct. . ”
Q An emergency of real import?
MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q Every administration sets a new one, is that -
what you're saying, and they do it at the beginning and it can be --
you can change it today? o

, MR. BAKER: That's correct. It's the President's
decision, though.

Q Even though Mr. Haig, as you pointed out, was the
senior Cabinet minister -- officer -- here and took control by
agreement with you, Larry said last night that under the command
‘authority Mr. Weinberger would be in line after the Vice President.
Is that also part of this classified --

MR. BAKER: That's correct. That was a correct
statement. But that applies only in a very narrow, narrow,
limited range of circumstances, none of which were even approached
in this --

Q Why did, then, why did Weinberger have a big
fight with Haig? - '

MR. BAKER: I can't discuss that with you because I
was not over here.

Q You didn't witness it?

MR. BAKER: No. I didn't get back here until about an
hour --

Q Hasn't anybody told you about it?

_ MR. BAKER: -- about an hour or so -- yes, but whatever
was told, whatever was said to me. '

MR. GERGEN: I was there and there was no-big fight
between Weinberger and Haig. : '

Q There was not a big fight?
Q A small fight?
MR. GERGEN: No, there was not.

e How would vou describe it, then?
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MR. GERGEN: I think that there were discussions all
during the afternoon as to this -- there were discussions both before
and after the Secretary's statement about what steps ought to be
tgnen. There was no row. There was no shouting, as some people are
alleging. And I think if you -- I received word, I think both the

Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of State are both saying that
today.

Q There was a disagreement, there was a difference
of opinion of some sort.

MR. GERGEN: I would say that there were. discussions
during the day. There was no disagreement over who was in command
or who was in charge.

Q What about what the Secretary of State had said
in that statement? '

MR. GERGEN: No, there was -- it's been our view during
and after that, those meetings down there, that they did deal with
delicate subjects. Some of the matters were matters of national
security, and that it's inappropriate to discuss what was actually
said or not said, but that I can just assure you there was no row
down there.

MR. BAKER: Let me say this. I -- after it became

apparent that the operation was successful and that the President
was in absolutely no danger and perhaps -- this was perhaps 45 minutes

to an hour before the statement over at the hospital because the
_doctors were unwilling to make any statement until they'd actually
completed the operation -- I came back over here in the Situation
Room and I can assure you that there did not appear to me to be --
to have been any row. ‘

Q | Why did you talk to Weinberger today?

_ Q  Did you talk to Ed Meese about this? Has either
one of you? Do you know what his view is?

MR. BAKER: Well, Ed stayed at the hospital longer
than I did, so he wasn't here. = When I left to come back to the
Situation Room Ed left to go meet the Vice President.

. - \

Q Why are some State Department people sayving
that their impression is after talking to people at the White House
that there was unhappiness over the way Haig handled this?

MR. BAKER: I don't know. I do not know and we saw
that in the -- we saw that, Diane Sawyer's report today. That's one
reason I wanted to get all of these facts before you, because I can't
speak for the State Department but there's no unhappiness on the part
of White House Staff.

Q There was not?
MR. BAKER: There is not. There is not unhappiness.'

. : Q On any facet of how Haig conducted himself last
evening?

MR. BAKER: With respect to any of the events that I
have outlined for you.

Q Have you carefully --
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MR. BAKER: I cannot speak for the Secretary of
Defense. I am not carefully omitting anything, no. We think, as I
just said before, that all elements of the government pulled together
on the same car at a difficult time and that the performance was good.

Q May I ask you something on a different subject?
There appeared to many of us to be a huge time lag between when you
were notifying other people in the government, on the Hill, and past
presidents, and other people like that, before vou were teiling the
American public, through us. Why did you decide to have that lag
and go through that huge notification process before you addressed
the public on the President's condition and other --

MR. BAKER: We.thought it important to notify former
presidents. We thought it important to notify the Hill. But the
real reason, Lesley, was because the doctors were appropriately
unwilling to come out and make a statement, notwithstanding the fact
that they would tell us, "Things are --", "He's doing extremely '
well. The operation is successful. There will be absolutely no
complications." They were, nevertheless, unwilling to go out before
the cameras and before the entire press and take the guestions that
they took, in great degree and for a long period of time, yesterday
afternoon, until the operation had actually been completed.

Q‘ But if you were notifying these other people,
couldn't you have notified us of the end of the operation?

] MR. BAKER& We thought it was important that you hear
it from the horse's mouth. We thought it was important that the
American pecple hear it from the horse's mouth and that we think
that the briefing that Dr. O'Leary did over there went a long
way to calm all the fears that might have existed out thére about
the Prasident's well-being. .

Q I think we're getting to the point, what you
would call ‘a discussion someone else might call a little bit of a
tiff£. Okay? '

MR. GERGEN: Yes, I think that could be in the eyes of
the beholder.

MR. BAKER: I agree.

Q Wel;, what was the natufe of the discussion?
MR. GERGEN: Well, that's what I defer.

Q So there was a little dispute?

MR. GERGEN: There were discussions and there were
different points of view at various times in the day, as one would
expect in a group of 10 to 15 people in the room.

Q Right; But was it, without getting into anything
that's Top Secret, was it on a modus operandi or was it in terms of
how the U.S..would deal --

MR. GERGEN: It was not over who was in charge or
who was in command. That's very clear. It was-not over who was
in charge or who was in command. It was not over that kind of
issue. The discussions that took place -- I think that people are
arguing or suggesting that there was some sort of argument over who
was in charge, and I think that's bkasically incorrect.

MR. BAKER: I don't think I've even heard that as a
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rumor, that there was any argument over --
Q Did that come before or after Haig's appearance
in the press room?

- MR. GERGEN: Theré were different points of view
both before and after, but I would --

Q - On substance?

MR. GERGEN: On some substantive issues. But let me
just say this: I think that you have to see it in the context of
what I thought was a remarkably harmonious meeting to last for six
hours down there. The overall context of that meeting and the view
that, if I can only echo what Jim said there, the view of people
I talked to, certainly from the White House point of view, after it
was over, was that Al Haig did one hell of a job down there and we
really thoroughly appreciate what he did.

It's been a great surprise to us, frankly, to have this
guestion arise. >

MR. -  BAKER: - And to have it come out of the State
Department. '

Q Well, they say'it's coming from here. .

MR. BAKER: I know but all I can tell you is that
there is absolutely no dissatisfaction on the part of certainly
senior staff over here and they were the only ones, for the most
part, involved with the conduct of the Secretary of State yesterday
“and what he did he did, in terms of being the senior officer present
in the Situation Room, he did by agreement. -

Q But you've made it plain that he suggested the
agreement.

MR. BAKER: I suppose that we could have said no,
we don't like that agreement. The fact of. the matter is we liked
the agreement. It was a good agreement. It was one that we, had he
. not suggested it, we probably would have.

Q But you didn't because he suggested it first.

MR. BAKER: Well, that just happens to be the fact of
the matter, yes.

Q When do you think we'll be able to see the
President in front of cameras?

MR. BAKER: But, Sam, it was an appropriate agreement
and we promptly agreed to it and were happy with it.

Q When do you think we'll be able to get in and see
the President on camera? :

MR. BAKER: I can't answer that for you. I would not
think it would be for a few days, a number of days.

Q Are you going to show us his operation? Scar?
Q How long before he gets out of there?

MR. BAKER: 'His'scar? (Laughter.} You had a
president once that used to do that.

MORE
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Q He was from Texas.

Q Do you know why he did it? He actually did it
on the first picture taking. So we're really --

MR. BAKER: I can't tell you when that'll be vet.

Q Senators Laxalt and Baker both said that they
think this president will go out in public again, will not be a
prisoner on the White House, will not change his method of mingling

with the general public. 1Is that your view? Is that the view of the
staff here? :

MR. BAKER: That would be my view today.

Q Meaning -- what do you mean? You might rethink
MR. BAKER: Well, obviously there will be other --

we will have, I'm sure, recommendations from -the Service and it may

be that those could be convincing. We'd just have to take a look at
them and see.

Q How soon do you think the --

: MR. BAKER: The President, obviously, didn't have on
a bullet-proof vest.

Q Has he ever worn one since he's been President?

MR. BAKER: Yes, he -~ since he's been President? ©Not
to my knowledge. - ) .

Q - But during the campaign? -

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q Can you tell us, do you know when?

MR. BAKER: Several times. Usually large rallies where
you -- where it's very difficult to see the crowd, see the people
that make up the crowd. I remember him, on a number of occasions,

putting it on in the airplane.

Q Has the Service ever suggested it since he's
been President and he said no?

MR. BAKER: No. .
Q There's a report that we know something about, or
the authorities know something about, the motive of the suspect.

. What was the motive of the suspect?

MR. BAKER: You'd have to talk to the Justice
Department. )

Q. Are they going to brief today on this, do you know?
MR." BAKER: I don't know.
Q Has the President been briefed --

MR. BAKER: They're going to be rery cautious about
what they say in order not to prejudice the case. I know that.




I

Q How soon do you think you'll be able to get out
of the hospital and do some work in the office?

MR. BAKER: I think you'll have to ask the doctors.
Did they give you a timeframe on the =-

. Q - They said two or three weeks in the hospital and
they didn't know =-- '

Q He's fully able to make decisions today, carry
on the duties of the presidency.

MR. BAKER: He made one today. He signed the Dairy
Bill. Some people -- some people —-- questioned whether the
signature was genuine. But I want to tell you, here's the pen
he signed it with. '

Q ° Ah, the very pen.
Q The very pen.

MR. BAKER. And it was genuine. And he could make
decisions. He's not == I don't think he's heavily sedated. He's
still drowsy because he's been up off and on all night.

Q Are you all going to try to go see hlm every morning
and talk about the day's events?

_ MR. BAKER: We really haven't gotten into that yet
but I assume we will, maybe more than just in the morning.

o~

Q 'Did you all sit around yesterday at any time
and talk about the 25th Amendment, whether =-

MR. BAKER: That was discussed here in the Situation
Room. It was discussed -- Ed and I talked about it at the
hospital. And I think it was the view of all concerned that if
the President were in a position to make decisions and if the
. period -- if we were looking only at the period of time during
which he was under anesthesia or recupterating from anesthesia, that
there would not be any even preliminary steps taken toward the
25th Amendment; that the best approach as far as the country and
the American people were concerned would be business as usual, to
the extent that that could happen.

Q Is that why you gathered the Cabinet here?

. MR. BAKER: We had the Cabinet here in the event we
needed them for the purpose of the 25th Amendment. Absolutely.

Q Right. .
MR. BAKER: That, by the way, was George Bush's view

too and that's what he announced when he arrived in the Situation
Room. .

. Q Who was that?
MR. BAKER: George Bush. That based on the medical
reports we'd received at that time, that there did not appear to be

any cause to consider invoking the 25th Amendment. This was the

MORE




J

tnanimous view, I believe, of all concerned. I had personally
spoken to Al Haig to that effect from the hospital before I left
to come back over here.

Q That there was no need to invoke it? This was
after the report on the surgery?
_ MR. BAKER: Well, there was on need because no
presidential decision was called for during that period of time.

Q He would have had to decide his own disability,
wouldn't he?

MR. BAKER: No. There's another -- if the President
cannot decide his own disability and, of course, you cannot when
you're under anesthesia, then the Vice President and a majority of
the Cabinet make that determination. But there was never any
question in the Vice President's mind.

Q Is that why it was important to mention that
‘there was a majority of the Cabinet present in the Situation Room?

MR. BAKER: Yes. Yes. .Frankly, we were positioned to
"take whatever action we needed, whether it was under the 25th Amendment,
vvhether it was under the normal chain of command responsibilities of
‘Cabinet officers, or whether it was under the national command
‘authority, to deal with whatever contingency happened. And there
was complete and instant communication between those three places.

Q Was there any effort made or were any assurances

sought from the Soviets that they would not seek to take-ddvantage
of the situation? ’

MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that. You'd
have to ask other -- somebody else that. x

Q  You trailed off. What'd you say?
MR. BAKER: That's not a question for me to answer.

Q Because you don't know or because you --

Q - Did you suggest someone else would be better
for it?

Q Was there any warning given to them not to make
a move?

MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that.

Q Was the hotline .used?

MR. BAKER:V You should ask the Secretary of State
that. '

Q = Was the state of\U.S. forces, the readiness state,
ever changed? Was the state of readiness --

MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that either, Sam.

Q Tell us about the President's curiosity about the
shooting.

MR. BAKER: You can ask the Secretary of Defense that
and you can ask the Secretary of State that.
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Q The President's curiosity about the shooting?

Q Of the Cabinet government?

MR. BAKER: The Cabinet government, that's right.

Q  The President's curiosity about the shooting,
himself? It seems he was very interested in who the young man was
and -- ) '

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q Did he ask you what the motive was and --

MR. BAKER: I'm told that he did. I was not there
when -- he asked who it was and I don't remember specifically what

he was told other than that he was an unlikely gunman, that he came

from a fairly well-to-do family in Denver, Colorado ~- originally
Lubbock, Texas.

Q Was it Evergreen or Denver?

MR. BAKER: I'm sorry, Evergreen, Colorado.
Recently from Lubbock, Texas. I don't know. What else was
_he told, Larry? )
MR. SPEAKES: I don't know.

Q =~ You don't know what specific questions he asked
about it, what the President's questions were?

» MR. BAKER: No, I was not there. I was not there
when he was carrying on. '

Q Do you think he saw the man? Do you think he
saw him?

MR. BAKER: I don't know.

Q He only :saw one agent fall saw one -agent fall.
But he didn't see Brady fall, did he’J o o |

.. MR. BAKER: I don't-know. He saw one person on the
ground as he left and that's why his inquiry last night -- he
assumed it was an agent and he inguired last night at some point
about the welfare of that agent. And I believe it was the agent,
not Jim, that he -- '

Q He was aware that the firing was going on when
he was being pushed in the limousine?

MR. BAKER: Yes. Yes. : .
Q By that time he heard the fire?
MR. BAKER: Yes.

; MR. SPEAKES: May I prevail on you for a.loan of your
tape so that we can pick up the first part?

MORE



L

Q Do you think he'll have to wipe out the border
trip, San Diego

MR. BAXER: I don't know.

Q You know, I wish you would reccnsider telling
what this discussion, this discussion between Weinberger and Eaig
was 'because it simply now will be part of the rumor. I mean we
will think of all kinds of things which will be worse, probably,
than the fact.

us

MR. GERGEN: Well, I know the rumor.
Q ' Can you give a hazy idea?
MR. GBERGEN: No, I think we've talked with the

principals involved and they really do not believe  there was
any row.

Q Was it over invoking the 25th Amendment?
MR. GERGEN: Oh, no, no.

Q See, by not telling us we're now going to have
to think of all sorts of things.

Q Wasn't it over the suggestion that Haig had
opened the bag on this national command authority?

I think it's really better that -- I think
r point of view was that there was -- from
he perspective of the individuals that

MR. GERGEN:
the critical thing from on
our perspective and from t

there was no row. I can't tell you how other people will characterize

any conversation.

-

Q I woncder why it got out like that.

MR. GERGEN: Well, you never know what other people
do. '

Q They're known in recent days not to have great —-
there's a problem, you see. :

MR. GERGEN: That's what we would suggest to you that
there is not.

Q A week ago Monday we had a little problem hsre
involving Haig and the White House Staff. If it weren't for that --

MR. BAKER: That's the point I'm trying to get across
hat the White House Staff is not displeased at all with the
performance vesterday. We think the entire government
ell yesterday. We particularly thinX he functionad well
e as the contact in the Situation Room. Now, just
was some difference o opinion between Secretary
etary Weinberger, we now have a sctory out there that
se Staff and Secretary Haig are feuding once again.
We agree on this procedure. ) ’
®) Which he suggasted?
as I toild vou,




®

ME. GERGEN: It's the natural order of +!

ings,
given his senior status.

f
B
.
T
H
fv
,__l

o 0 Forgive me 1f I misgsed one of the comments.
Just because there was a difference of opinion, I think, just because
there was a difference of opinion between Secretary Halg and
Secretary Weinberger, we now have stories that they have been
feuding again.

. R. BAKER: No, that Secretary Haig and the White
House Staff is feuding.

o) I beg your pardon. :

MR. BAKER: 1I'm really hopeful that I can lay that one
to rest. We are not. This arrangement was agreed to. It was
originally his suggestion but if it hadn't been, Sam, I think it
would have been ours. It just happened . -like that. And before I
even left this -- left the premises to go to the hospital, I said.
absolutely, "I will be in touch with you the minute I get to the

hospital,” and he was the point of contact during the entire
situation. )

Q Medical update? Are we.going-to get anotherVOne?
MR. BAKER:- Yes. | | |

Q No late word on Brady?

MR. BAKBR: Brady's doing a little better.

0 Has h2 shown any- conscious signs?

MR. BAKER: Yes. His pupils are good. The¥y say,
"Wiggle your toes." He wiggles his toes. His arm.

Q- But he has not spoken?
MR. BAKER: No, but they think he might speak

. this afternoon.

Q He doesn't speak?’

MR. BAKER: He can't speak until theyv take out the
endotrachial tube.

Q Oh, I see. S0 they really don't know whether
MR. BAKER: Haven't you ever had an endotrachial
tube? You can't even breath. It does your breathing for you.

0 Are they telling you that they think he's going
to be able to function and --

MR. BAKER: Well, they're cautiously optimistic that
2'11l bo able to regain a lot of it. They're certainly now saving,
as they wore not yesterday afternoon, that he's going to live. B,°
he's going to live. B, thev think that the mental capacity will be

thoere and that there may be some weakness on the left side of the
the ! otal paralysis or just weakness -- mostly

t, T mean, it's incredible because
ma —-- when thev first Lrought hinm in
: from this kind of a
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Mr. Allen's Record of Schedule

Monday, March 30, 1981

0700 Arrived office

0758 WH Staff Meeting (Roosevelt Room)

0850 Returned from Staff Meeting--Haig phoned.

0855 Adm. Murphy (0900)

0911 Mike Deaver called

0912 Oval Office (1040)

1045 Dan Johnson (1100)

1100 Staff Meeting (NSC, Room 305, OEOB) (1140)
1140 Returnea to office w/Jim Lilley

1143 Lunch with Secretary Baldrige and Anderson (1255)
1300 Fukuda at L'Enfant Pla:za ‘
1415 U.C.

1455 Returned to Office

1500 Went to Brady's Office

1510 RVA/Regan/Haig/Darman in Situation Room

(M. Anderson, David Gergen, Woody, Fielding, Hodsoll,
AG Smith, Mort Allen, Weinberger, Bill Casey)

1615 RVA, Haig, Gergen left for Press Office

1620 RVA, Haig, et al, returned to Situation Room
1635 RVA, Weinberger in RVA's office

1637 RVA, Weinberger returned to Situation Room
1825 RVA, Haig in RVA's office w/Dan Murphy

1826 Returned to Situation Room

1900 Vice President arrived in Situation Room
2000 VP - Haig - Weinberger - Meese - Baker, et al departed
2020 Returned to office from Situation Room

2030 Depart for GWU Hospital (2100)

2100 Directly to WH Mess for dinner w/PAA

2115 Depart for Residence w/PAA




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 31, 1981

Dear Chief Stover:

Your swift and sure response to the request to provide
additional security at my home, 2343 South Meade Street,
is deeply appreciated.

At such a time, one can never know what is likely to
happen, and your concern and cooperation helped ease my mind
as I went about my duties here at the White House during
those fateful hours yesterday. .

You have my thanks and that of my family, and I hope
you will extend this gratitude to the officers who patrolled -
our area throughout the night. I noticed that they devoted
extra attention to our home, reflecting their own professionalism
and kindness. -

With my best wishes,

Sincerely,

Richard V. Allen
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Chief William K. Stover

Arlington County Police Department
2100 North 15th Street -
Arlington, Virginia 22201

cc: Mr. Stephen H. Detwiler
Chairman, Arlington County Board

7

~~—BCC: Jerry Jennings g , '
y //yu/ - L’/Méf ﬂ
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THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, APRIL 2,

1981

Trouper

President Reagan has given everyone a
lift with a sense of humor that refuses to be
hospitalized. It's humor with a show-biz tang,

- quick,. resilient, playing with classic lines
: from the entertainment world in which he
starred. And probably no one laughed harder
to héar himself kidded Hollywood-style in the
Academy Award ceremonies that brought his
. prerecorded image to an international audi-
‘ence of 300 million so soon after he had been
shot.

To see the President there, speaking as “a

former member of the academy,” was to be
reminded that the man who came quipping
out of surgery was a trouper in more. ways
than one.
% It's one attractive measure of Mr. Reagan
that he has never belittled the acting profes-
sion for which he as a politician has so often
been belittled. He doesn’t snub the old trlends
anymore than the old jokes

-

s

.-

There is a humility here, the kind that can
be afforded by someone secure “enough to
laugh at himself.

Not to be more solemn about it than Mr '
Reagan would be, it is a quality linking him to
thdse 300 million and miore. When he talked
about movies at their best reaching to emo-
tions that everybody shares, he could have
been talking about the common touch that
leaders need to have.

And not just leaders ~ anyone trying to
live with understanding on our crowded

planet.
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BC-REAGAK-SUCCESSION  (REPEATING) LA N
UASHTHGTONs WARCH 301 REUTER - THE U3, CONSTITUTION, Tup.

i,5, Cak
EGISL RTIﬁﬂ PASSED 1N 1347
HT HHO

L
”TEPKY&F H{} ;HR%! thiFFJ R "PF”{IE 1 RIES IH OFFICE OB

Zt
[5 UNARLE T8 CARBY OUT HIS RHTIES,

THE UICE PRESIBERT SUCCEEDS THE PRESIDENT IN THE FIR
[NSTANCEs HATER THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION, ¢

THE JIND AHEHTMENT, RATIFIER IM 1333, GINES COHGRESS THE
RIGHT TO BETERNINE WHO WOULD SUCCEED THE YICE PRESIDENT, SHOULD
HE BIE [ OFFICE OR BECONE DISABLED HHILE SERVING AS PRESITERT,

UNDER THE 1347 LAd, [F THE YIGE PRESIDEHT DIES OR BECORES
BISRILEDs HE 13 QHCLEEDFB 3¢ THE SPERKER 0F THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIUES, }

NEAT IW LINE IS THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATEs
USHALLY THE SERIOR SERATORs FOLLOWED BY CARINET OFFICERS IM
THIS QRIER: SECRETARRIES OF STATEs TRERSURYs BEFENSE; THE

ATTORNEY GEWERAL; THE SECRETARIES OF THE INTERIOR, RGRICULTUREs

COMNERCE, LABOR, HEALTH AHD HUNANH SERVICESs HOUSIHG AND URBAN
BEMELOPHENT, AND TRANSPORTATION,

HORE 2331 0

R305R ALadfILZYRCZCETR

IC-RERGAN-SUCCESSION 2 HASHIHGTON

THE 23TH ANEHINENT, RATIFIED [N 1957, BEALS HITH THE
QUESTIOR OF 8§ PRESIBENT WHOQ BECORES DISABLED WHILE SERWING, IT
ALLOWS A PRESTDENT TO ROTIFY THE PRESIBENT PRO TERPORE OF THE
SEHATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE THAT HE I35 UNABLE TO
FI3CHARGE HIS -BUTIESs YHEREUPON THE YICE PRESITENT TAKES QUER
UNTIL R WRITTEN STATEMERT IS RECEIVED FROM THE PRESIDENT SAYING
THRT HE IS AGAIN ABLE TO SERVE, -

THE SANE ANEHDNENT PROMIDER THAT THE UICE PRESIDENT "*AHD R
HRJORITY OF EITHER THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE
BEPRATHENTS 0R OF SUCH OTHER BOIY A5 CONGRESS NAT BY LAY
PROGIBE®™ HRY TELL THE PRESIDEKT PRO TEWPORE OF THE SENATE AND
THE SPERKER OF THE HOUSE THRT THE ELECTED PRESIZENT I5 UNABLE
T0 CARRY GUT HIS BUTIES. IN THAT CASEs THE YICE PRESIDENT
ASSURES THE BUTIES OF THE PRESIDENCY, o

[F A ELECTED PRESIDENT DISPUTES THE RSAESSMENT OF THE UICE
PRESIDENT ARD R NAJORITY OF THE CRBINET SECRETARIESs CONGRESS

BECIZES THE [SSUEs UNTER THE 25TH ARENTNENT. | ¢
_ REUTER 2334 Jo L N
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HEINBERGER-HAIG
37 4. DALE NELSON

WASHINGTON (RP) -- DEFENSE SECRETARY CASPAR WEINRERGER DENIED
THURSIAY THAT HE AND SECRETARY OF STHTE ALEZRNDER HAIG HQJ ANY
PYCLASHES OR DISAGREENEATS'! AROUT WHO HAS RUNNING THE GOVERNHENT
[HMERIATELY AFTER PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS SHAT,

'PT THINK THAT GIVEN THE TRAGIC OUERTONES OF THE SITUATIOMs THE
HHOLE PERFORHANCE TURKED OUT PERFECTLY KELL.?' WEINRBERGER TOLD
REF ﬂ?T‘RS."”hEKE JEN 4& LLﬁwnLo UK Hn.THIHQ GF THAT KIHD.”

SE'N RGER “Isnu tB A% uUT .H IR RE~~HH IPILITIE I ThF TEH“E HOURS
AFTER THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGRINST REAGAN ON MONDAY. SPOKESMEN
FOR BOTH MEN HAVE DERIED THERE HAS ANY IISPUTE.

REPURTERSy CHTCHING UP WITH UEINEERS ? AFTER HE TESTIFIED AT &
SENATE BUDGET COMNITTEE HEARINGs ASKED IF HE '?HAD HORDS'? WITH THE
JECRETARY OF 3TATE MONDAY.

YIHNGs 1 DBIDH'T HAVE ANY WORDS,'* HE SAID, **1 SINPLY BROUGHT HIN
UP TO TATE ON SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES THAT I HAD TAKEN IH COHWECTION
HITH BY RESPORSIBILITIES WITH THE WILITARY COMMAND AN i AODVISED HIW RS
T0 RHAT THOSE HAD BEEN. THERE HERE M@ CLASHES R DIGAGRECHENTS OR
ASYTHING OF THART KIND.'!?
© UEINRERGER SCOFFED AT THE SUGGESTION THAT HE MIGHT HAUE FELT HAIG
HA5 ENCROACHING ON HIS RUTHORITY.

PYUE TONTT WORRY AROUT TURFS IN THIS TERRITGRY'? HE SAID.

PITHIS IS A UERY LARGE TURF IN THE DEPARTHENT OF DEFENSE AND
FOREIGH POLICY IS5 A UERY LARGE TURF AHD ME EACH HAUE CHOUGH TO OCCUPY
US FULLY. THERE WAS NHO ENCRUOACHAMENT (R MO CLAIHM OF ENCROACHMENT OR HD
CONCERN ARBOUT IT.'!

(HE REPORTER ASKED ABOUT AN RCCOUMT THAT A REMARK THAT HEINRERGER
[NTENZED A5 A JOKE 38D OTHERS TOOK SERI GUCLf hqn GIVEN RISE TO
REPORTS OF A DISAGREEMCHT DETHEEM THE TuA,

VMEELL, 1 DOR'T KHOM.'Y! HEINBERGER REPLIER, YYQONE TRIES TO RELIEVE
THE RORHAL TENSIONS OF SITURTIGNS OF THAT KI4h, HY JOYES PERHAPS
AREN'T ALHAYS REWORABLE. I CAN'T EWEH REMEMEER THIS OuE,”?

REANUHILEs SENATE HAJORITY LEADER HOMARD H, ZAKEY JR.s R-TEHH.s

JECLINED COMMENT ON § REPORT THAT HAIG HAD TELEPHONED HIW AT NIGHT GS
ON HAIG'S NOMIHRTION AND SAID HE WAS HITHDRAWING HIS NAHE FROM
CONSIEZERATISN.

P11 CAN'T COMNENT ON THAT AT ALL:? BAKER GAID. ''HE HAS CONFIRNED
AND 1 AM PLEASED WITH THAT AND THAT IS A CLOSED CHAPTER.™?
AP-WX-04-02-34 41723EST

&+ »
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

March 30, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLENy

FROM: JERRY JENNINGS

SUBJECT: ENHANCED SECURITY
MEASURES AT YOUR
RESIDENCE.

Effective at 5:30PM this afternoon
the Arlington County Police Depart-
ment instituted increased patrols
and surveillance in and around the
area of your residence at 2343 South
Meade Street. This action has been
taken at my request by Chief William
Stover who has been most helpful and
who stated he is not going to stand
by and allow one of the President's
men in his jurisdiction become a
"sitting duck! The Chief did request
that if you or your family observe
any unusual or suspicious activity
you-'should immediately report it to
him at 558-2207 (Office) or 241-8368
(home) .




Cadpes

RAS7U A7741)420THYIZ5R
AN-RERGAR 4 WASHINGTON R
N7 SPEAKES SATD: *"THE PRESIZENT WAS NOT HIT.'

TCSAID N BAADY WAS RIT AND SECRET SERYICE RGENTS OR ..
POLICEMEN WERE ALSO SHOT,

THE PRESIDENT WAS FIRED AT RS HE WAS LEAVING THE
YASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL, WHERE HE HAD WAJE A SPEECH TO THE
JUILBING AND CONSTRUCTION TRABES TEPARTHENT OF THE AFL-CIO-
LABOR MOUEHERT.

KR REAGAN WAS THROUN INTO HIS CAR BY SECRET SERVICE AGENTS
WHEX THE SHATS WERE FIRED.

KR SPEAKES SAID THE PRESTDENT SUSTAINED *'A BUNP"" WHEN HE
4AS PUSHED BY THE AGEh13 3UT HE BID KAT Rt 88k

T WAR JESLRLBED A3 WHITE WITH BLOND HAIR 4AS IWMEBIATELY
QUERPQYERED 3Y SECRET SERYICE RGEWTS AND TAKEN INTO CUSTODBY.
HE WAS KOT IMNEBIATELY IDENTIFIER.

NORE 1459 RH
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AR-REAGAN-MARKETS""**
NEW YORK, WARCH 38 REUTER -- FINANCIAL MARKETS fLOSEB HERE
EARLY TODBAY FOLLOWING NEWS THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN HAD BEEN SHOT
ARY WOUNDED QUTSIDE A WASHINGTON HOTEL, ‘
THE HEW YORK STOCK EACHANGE SRID TRADING MAS HALTED AT 3:147 .
P.N. EST UNTIL FURTHER HOTICE BY ORDER OF TRADING FLOOR )
OFFICIALS,
THE ANERICAN STGCK EXCHANGE BID LIKEMISE AN )
GOVERNMENT SECURITIES ALSO CEASED, ] R
THE HHRKFTS NORMALLY CLOSE AT 4 P.A, |
NORE 1682 53 .
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RSRINGTON (UPI) -- THE ALERT STATHS 67 B.5. RRAED FORCES
*ORLINIIE REARINED AT NORKAL PEACETIAE READIKESS THIS AFERNDOR
JESPITETTHE WOUNBING OF PRESIBENT REABANy THE PENTAGON SRI3.

GhiY THE STRRTEGIC AiR CORBAND AhD u.5. rORCES IN SO6uTR £0RtA ®cRt
A1 Tacif ROUTINE AEIGRTZRED STATE OF ALEZRT» wriln 18 INCREASED
INTCLLIGERCE lﬁ?ﬁﬁ AkD STRCRGTRERED ScTURITY ACASURESs THAEL PENTAGDN
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S DTHER FORCESs INCLUDING THOSE IN THE UKITED STATES %ERE O
SEFENSE CONJITION 5 —- THE LOWEST LEVEL OF ALERT BURING PEACETINE 3 -
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37 RALPH HARRIS ‘ A
: HASHINGTONs NARCH 36, REUTER - PRESIDENT REARGAN AND HEST . L
-~ GERHAN CHANCELLOR HELNUT SCHIDT AGREED TOBAY THAT FURTHER
Je 0 ECOROMIC AIR TO POLAWD WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE IF MEASURES MERE
" © - TRKER T0 SUPPRESS POLISH UNIOWS, THE WHITE HOUSE 3SAID.
PRESIBENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY JAMES BRABY SAID MR REAGAN AND
KR SCHNIDT HEL® R 43-NINUTE TELEPHONE CORUERSATION THIS HORKING
" AK3 BISCUSSER THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY DIRECT S0VIET NOVE AGRINST ' B
-4 - -POLAND OR NEASURES BY THE POLISH GOVERKMENT ITSELF. PR I P
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B

= R 2wt ~ TONIGHT SUSPENDED A GEMERAL STRIKE THREATEXED FOR TOMORROW
AT U PENBING A FINAL BECISION 3Y ITS RATIONAL EXECUTIVEs THE
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RERGAN-SENATE REAY

WASHINGTON (AP) -- THE SENATE HALTED LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS MONDAY
AS SHOCKED LEGISLATORS RECEIVED NEUS THAT PRESIDENT RERGAN HAD BEEN
NOUNDED,

SEN. CLAIBORNE PELLs D-R.1.s SRID THE '’GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF ALL
OF U3 15 ONE OF SHOCK AND HORROR.!?

HE SAID NEWS OF THE 4963 RSSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. %
KENWEDY SEENED *'LIKE ONLY A NONTH AGO.®?

SHORTLY AFTER NEWS ORGRNIZATIONS REPORTED THE PRESINENT HAD REEN
MOUNDED, SENATE MAIDRITY LEADER HOUARD H. BAKER JR. RECESSED THE
SENATEs CITING THE "'GRAVITY" OF THE SITUATION.

THE HOUSE HAD ALREADY FINISHED ITS BUSINESS FOR THE DAY BEFORE THE -
PRESIIENT WAS SHOT.

HOUSE SPEAKER THONRS P. O'NEILL. D-MASS.. WHO IS IN THE
CONSTITUTIONAL LINE OF SUCCES3ION TO THE PRESIDENT IMNEDIATELY AFTER-

THE UICE PRESIDENTs A3 IN R MEETING IN HIS OFFICE WHEN NOTIFIED OF
THE SHOOTING.

BAKER TOLD A HHSHED CHANBER THAT REAGAN H3D BEEN WOUNDED.

SEN. ALAN CRANSTON, D-CALIF., THE ASSISTANT DEMOCRATIC LERDER OF
THE SEMTTE: SALD HE WS CHATTING WITH SEH. S.1. WAVRKAMR R-CALIF.,

UHEN SEN. J. JAHES EXDMs D-HEB.s WALKED BY AND SAID THE PRESIDENT HAD
YEEN SHOT AT BUT APPARENTLY NOT HIT.

1VIT 13 DEEPLY TRASIC FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN: FOR (PRESS SECRETARYY
JIN BRADY AND FOR THE OTHER TUD WHO SUSTAINED WOUNDS THAT THIS
TERRIBLE EUENT OCCURREDs!' CRANSTON SRID.

1IT 15 ALSO PROFOUNDLY TRAGIC FOR OUR COUNTRY THAT THESE EVENTS:

OCCUR; THAT THEY CAN EFFECT THE HIGHEST PEOPLE IN THE LAND, TO THE
LOKESTs PEOPLE SIMPLY WALKING THE STREETS. WE HUST FIND R WAY TO STEN-
THE UIOLENCE THRT SWEEPS OUR NATION AHD THAT AFFECTS TOO MUCH OF THE
WORLD,

CRANSTON SATD HE ASSUMED THE SHOOTING WOULD LEAD TO RENENED CALLS
FOR GUN CONTROLs BUT HE DID NOT KMOW IF THEY WDULD BE WORE SUCCESSFUL
THRH BEFORE BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DESCRIRED RS LEGITIMATE DIFFERENCES OF
OPINION ON THE ISSUE.

THE DENOCRATIC WHIP SRED SEN. EDHARD M. KENNEDYs D-KASS.s HHO LOST |
THO BROTHERS T0 ASSASSINGs AND SEN, RUSSELL LONGs D-LA.» WHOSE | .
FATHERs FORNER SEN. HUEY LONGs RS GUNNED DOMN BY AN ASSASSINs WERE
RRONG THOSE MATCHING IN THE CLOAKROON, HE SRID NEITHER NADE ANY
CONNENTs ALTHOUGH KENNEDY MADE A SPEECH ON THE FLOOR.

CRANSTON SAID THE SENATORS WERE 'SHOCKED AND STARTLED WHEN THE
STORY CHANGED'' AND IT TURNED DUT THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN WOUNDED.

HE SAID THERE WERE ABOUT 20 SENATORS IN THE GROUP,

R SHAKEN SEN. DANIEL PRTRICK MDYNIMANs D-N.Y.» SAID SOFTLY: *YHOM
MUCH SHOOTING 13 GOING TO HAVE TO HAPPEN BEFORE WE GET RID OF THOSE
GUNS.*?

SEN. HENRY M. JACKSOM: D-HASH., A FORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
HINSELFs SRIDs *'WE'RE RENINDED ONCE AGAIN OF HOM DANGEROUS THIS.

HORLD 1S,

AGATN; DUR HOPES ARE DRSHED ''THAT UIOLENCE ONCE RGAIN WOULD NOT |
YISIT AN ARERICAN PRESIDENT.' JACKSON SAID. 'YWHAT CAN ONE SRY2'? -

VIOBYIOUSLY THE MAN (THE SHOOTING SUSPECT) HAD TO BE R FANATICs®® -
JACKSON RDDED.

BEFORE THE SENATE RECESSEDs KENNEDY SPOKE BRIEFLY ON THE FLOORs
SAYING: *'MITH OUR PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO WAUE EEEN MOUNDED 1 THINK
MIST GO OUR RESOLUTION TO RID OUR S0CIETY OF HATRED,®?

VIUTRLENCE @YD HSTRED ARE ALIEN TO EUERYTHING THIS COUNTRY IS
HBOUT<' KENNEDY SAID. ‘
RP-H3-03-30-34 1739EST | I
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FBIS 127
ROSCOK REPORTS PRESIDENT RERGRN’S CONDITION *STRBLE® A
£D302304 HOSCOM DONESTIC SERVICE IN RUSSIAN 2400 GT 30 MAR 81

(TEXT) AN RTTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE IN WRSHINGTON ON THE LIFE
OF PRESTDENT RERGAN. AN UNKNOWN PERSON OPENED FIRE ON THE
PRESIENT WHEN HE LEFT A HOTEL LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF WASHINGTON
RFTER R SPEECH AT A CONFERENCE OF A CONSTRUCTION WORKERS' LABOR
UNTON,

CITING R STATEMENT RY PERSONS IN THE PRESIDENT®S ENTOURAGE,
AP AND UPI REPORT THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEFT
SIDE OF THE CHEST, HE KAS TRKEN TO THE HOSPITALs IS CONSCIOUSs AND
HIS CONDITIGN IS STRBLE. :

DURING THE ATTEMPT, WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETRRY BRADY, A
SECRET SERVICE RGENT AND R POLICE OFFICER HERE ALSO ROUNDED.
THE GUNRAN MAS SEIZED BY THE PRESIDENT'S GURRDS.

FRIS 125

| _HARSAY REPORTS REAGAN ASSASSINATION ATTENPT

LD302246 WARSAM DOMESTIC SERVICE IN POLISH 2430 GHT 30 MAR 84

LIFE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES ROMALD REAGAN. THE
RSSASSIN FIRED SEVERAL SHOTS JUST RS THE PRESIDENT HAS LERVIN
THE HILTON HOTEL, WHMERE HE HAD BEEN TAKING PART IN A TRADE LNION
CONFERENCE OF THE AFL-CIO ORGANIZATION OF CONSTRUCTION HORKERS.
ONE OF THE BULLETS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED THE PRESIDENT IN THE CHEST,
ALSO WOUNDED HERE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY JRHES BRADY AND A
POLICE OFFICER AND A SECURITY SERUICE AGENT. THE RSSASSIN KAS

(TEXT) THIS EVENING AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE IN HASHINGTON ON TZf//;7/

ARRESTED. CLASSIFIED JN PART
30 MRR 23202
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HINCKLEY

DENUER (AP) -- JOHN W, HINCKLEY JR.'S FATHER RUSHED HOME TO BE
RITH HIS WIFE AFTER LEARNING HIS SON WAS BEIHG HELL RONDAY IN 84
ATTEMPT OX PRESIDENT REAGAN'S LIFE: ACCORDING TO A4 OFFICISL OF THE
DIL AND GAS EXPLORATION CONPANY THE SENIOR HINCKLEY HEADS,

PYHE DID HOT REACT AT ALL.?' ARNOLD RJORKs TREASURER OF UANDERRILT
ENERGY CORP, OF EVERGREENs COLO.. SAID OF THE SENIOR HINCKLEY.

PYHE JUST WANTED TO LISTEN 7O THE RADIOs BUT THERE WERE HO OTHER
STORIES ARQUT ITs 50 HE WENT HORE TO BE WITH HIS HIFE.®?

AN FBI AGENT WAS PRESENT IN THE URHDERRILT OFFICES WHEN A REPORTER
ARRIVED, J.H, 'YJACK'' HINCKLEY HAD ALREADY LEFT.

THE SERIGR HIKCKLEY IS PRESIDENT OF THE QIL AND GRS EXPLORATION
CORPANYs WHICH MOUED FROW DALLAS TO DENVER IN 1374, YOUNG HINCKLEY
HTTENDED THE AFFLUENT HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL IW SURURBAR DALLAS,

"' HAS DUMBFOUNDED TO LEARN HE 4AS ONE OF QUR FORMER STUBENTS,??
3R1D HIGHLAWD PRINCIPAL IR, E.A. SIGLERs AN ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL IN
1373 WHEW HINCKLEY GRABUATED.

PPI RECALL HAVING SEEN HIMs BUT HOTHING STICKS OUT IN BY HINDsY?
SIGLER ADDED,

THE FBI IDENTIFIED THE MAN BEING HELD IN WASHINGTON RS JOHN W,
HINCKLEY JR.s 23.

SIGLER SAID A CHECK OF THE SCHOOL YEARBOOK SHOWED THAT HINCKLEY
KR35 A NEMRER OF THREE NOGU-DBEFUNCT STUDENT CLUBS -- YOUTH IM
GOUERNRENT. SPANISH AND RODEOQ,

LITTLE I5 KKOWR SBOUT HINCKLEY'S ACTIVITIES IN RECENT YERRSs BUT
KR NEMS REPORTED HINCKLEY HARD NO PREVIOUS CRININAL RECORD.

BJORK SAID HINCKLEY'S FATHER WOULD ISSUE A STATEMENT ONCE IT HAS
CORFIRHED THAT HIS SOH HAS INUOLUED IN THE SHOOTING.

THE SENIOR HINCKLEY SHD HIS WIFE. JOANNE. HRUE ANOTHER SONs SCOTT,
HHD WORKS FOR UANDERBILT EMERGY. JOHN JR. DID NOT HORK FOR THE
COMPANY, RJORK SAID,

EVERGREEN IS A REDROOM COMNMUNITY OF DENVERs LOCATED ARQUT 20 WILES

HEST OF THE CITY IN THE ROCKIES, THE HINCKLEYS LIVE IN A CONDOMINIUM
[HTHE HIKAN COUNTRY CLUB.

IT WAS NOT KNOWN WHETHER THE SUSPECT LIVEDR WITH HIS FAMILY.
AP-HZ-03-30-31 1824E5T

3.'-9'



e




FRIS 122 |
£GYPT:  AS-SADAT CRBLES GOOD KISHES TO PRESIDENT RERGAK
NC302248 CRIRO KENR IN ARRDIC 2245 GHT 30 HAR 81

(TERT) CAIRDs 20 MAR (MENA)--PRESIDENT MUHRHMAD ANKAR AS-SADAT
SLNT AN URGENT CRELE TO U.S. PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN SOON AFTER
HE HERRD OF THE RSSRSSINATION ATTEMPT ON HIN IN WASHINGTON TODRY.

THE CRBLE RERDS:

I RECEIVED WITH EXTREME RLARM RAND DEEP SORROW THE REPORT OF THE
CRIMINRL ATTEMPT YOU WERE SUBJECTED TO TODARY.

WHILE CONDENNING THIS CRIMINAL RCTIONs RHICH HAS SHOCKED THE
SENTINENTS OF THE ENTIRE RORLDs 1 IMPLORE GOD ALMIGHTY TO
GRANT YOU THE BLESSING OF R SPEEDY RECOUERY SO THAT YOU WILL
RESUME THE LERDERSHIP OF YOUR GRERT AND FREE COUNTRY.

30 HAR 23 082-

FBIS 124

el

FRG: SCHMIDT WISHES REAGRN SPEEDY RECOVERY
LD302152 HAMBURG DPA IN GERKAN 2120 GNT 30 HAR 81 -

(TEXT) HAMBURGs 20 MAR (DPA)--FEDERAL CHANCELLOR HELWUT
SCHNIDT STRESSED LRTE THIS EVENING IN R TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT .
ROMALD RERGAN THRT THE ATTACK HAD FILLED HIN WITH HORRORs AND HE
EXPRESSED SINCERE GOOD WISHES FOR HIS RECGUERY.\

RCCORDING TO THE FEDERAL PRESS OFFICEs THE TEXT OF THE
TELEGRAN BAS AS FOLLOMS: *DEAR MR PRESIDENT I HAVE JUST HERRD
RITH DEEP DISGUST OF AN ATTACK MADE ON YOU. I HOPE VERY HUCH
THAT THE NEWS IS CORRECT THAT YDU ARE NOT SERIOUSLY INJURED.
RITH MY SINCEREs DEEPLY FELT G0OD WISHES FOR YOUR ERRLY RECOVERY
AN PERSONAL WELL-BEINGs I ALSO SEND GOOD WISHES FOR YOUR COLLERGUES
KHO WERE ALSO INJURED IN THIS RTTACK.®

30 WAR 23062
: 177 IN PART
L fhf%f7?§t? #15
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FBIS 120
FRG*S GENSCHER SENDS BEST WISHES FOR RERGAN®S RECOVERY
LD302426 HANRBURG DPR IN GERMAN 2059 GHT 30 HAR 84

(TEXT) HRRBURG (DPA)--FEDERAL FOREIGN MINISTER i
HANG-DIETRICH GENGCHER HRS SENT 1.8, PRESIDENT RONALD RERGRN
GET-HELL WISHES LATE THIS EVENING, ACCORDING TO R FOREIGN
OFFICE SPOKESHAN, THE TEXT OF THE TELEGRAN IS RS FOLLOWS:
"DEEPLY SHOCKEDs I SEND YOU BEST WISHES FOR YOUR RECOUVERY.®

30 HAR 23042
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HASHINGTON: PRESIDENT REAGAN,
RON MCHAHONs PRESS SECRETARY FOR SEN. HOMARD H. BAKER JR.s THE

AAJORITY LEADERs SAID BRARY WAS DBERD.
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7»_HEEE IS THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE RSSOCIATED PRESS:

\

VIEACEPTIONALLY G0ORYY IS THE WRY DOCTORS DESCRIRE PRESIDENT
- RERGAN'S CONDITION THIS NORWING . . .-

; PRESTIENTIAL SPOKESHAN LARRY SPEAKES SHYS WHITE HOOSE DOCTOR
FAHIEL RUGE (ROO'-GEE) UISITED REAGAN AT GEORGE WASHINGTON UNJUERSITY
HISPITAL THIS HORNING: AND QUOTES RUGE AS SAYING THE PRESIIENT SLEPT
SEily BNB THAT ALL OF HIS UITAL SIGHNS ARE *PIN THE NORHAL RAMGE,??
SPEAKES SAYS REAGAN HAS BEEN MOUED INTQ INTENSIVE CARE FROM THE

. RECOUERY RDOWs AND THAT TUBES HAUE REEN REMOVED FRON HIS THROAT,

5 BICTORS SAY THE PRESIDENT 1S WELL EWOUGH T RESUNE COMHAND LESPITE
ITING SHOT [N THE CHEST YESTERDAY AFTERNOON OUTSIDE A UASHINGTOM

- HOTEL, ALSO SHOT UAS WHITE HOUSE NEWS SECRETARY JAHES ERADYs A SECRET

~ SERUICE AGENT AND A WASHINGTON POLICEMAN,

: THE THD LAYNEN ARE LISTED IN STABLE CONDITION. HOWEVERs RRADV IS
FISHTING FOR HIS LIFE WITH A BULLET WOUND IH THE ERAIN, HE 1S SAID TO

© 3E DN PTSERINUS BUT INPROVING'' CONIITION THIS MORNING.

)

; ALLEGED ASSAILANT 18 25 YEAR-OLD JOHN axaﬂchs JUNIOR OF
EUERGREENs COLORADD, HE'S CHARGED WITH ATTENPTING TO ASSASSINATE THE
PRESIDENT AND WITH THE ASSRULT OF A SECRET SERUICE OFFICER. HE'S
SCHEIULED T0 UNDERGO PSYCHIATRIC TESTING TOIAY, CFFICIALS SAY TH IERE
[3 #) KNOUN HOTIUE FOR THE SHOOTING AND NO EVIDENCE OF A CONSPIRACY,

UICE PRESIDENT REAGAN WILL RE CARRYING OUT PRESIDENT RERGAN’S
SCHEDULE TOBAYs INCLUDING A CARINET SESSION AHD A HEETING WITH

. CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS,

D IN CONGRESSs LEATERS OF BOTH PARTIES SAY THE WOUNDING OF THE
; ?NE 35 NT WILL MOT DELAY BUDGET ACTION, ‘
!
¢ ’
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REAGAN-SENATE RERX

KASHINGTON (AP) -- THE SENATE HALTED LEGISLATIVE RUSINESS MONDAY
A5 SHOCKED LEGISLATORS RECEIVED NEWS THAT PRESIDENT REHGHN HRI BEEN
HOUNDED,

SEN. CLAIBORNE PELLs D-R.I.s SRID THE **GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF ALL
OF U3 IS ONE OF SHOCK AND HORROR,'®

HE SRID NEWS OF THE 1963 ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F.
KENREDY SEEMED ''LIKE OHLY A HONTH AGQ.'?

SHORTLY AFTER NEWS ORGANIZATIONS REPORTED THE PRESIDENT HAD REEN
HOUNDED, SENATE MRJORITY LERBER HOWARD H. BAKER JR. RECESSED THE
SENATEs CITING THE P'GRAYITY!! OF THE SITUATION.

THE HOUSE HAD ALRERDY FINISHED ITS RUSINESS FOR THE DAY BEFORE THE
PRESIDENT WAS SHAT.

HOUSE SPERKER THOMAS P, O'NEILL. D-MASS.« WHO IS IN THE
CORSTITUTIONRL LINE OF SUCCESSION TO THE PRESIDENT INMEDIATELY AFIER
THE UICE PRESIDENTs WAS IN A WEETING IN HIS OFFICE WHEN KOTIFIED OF
THE SHOOTING.

BAKER TOLD A HUSHED CHAMRER THAT RERGAN HAD BEEN WOUNDED.

SEN. ALAN CRANSTOHs D-CALIF.s THE ASSISTANT LEMOCRATIC LEADER OF
THE SENRTEs SAID HE MRS CHATTING WITH SEN. S.1. HAYAKAWA: R-CALIF.s
HHEN SEN. J. JAMES EXONs D-NER.s WALKED BY AND SAID THE PRESIDENT HRD
REEN SHOT AT BUT APPARERTLY NOT HIT.

V11T 15 DEEPLY TRAGIC FOR PRESIDENT REAGANs FOR {PRESS SECRETARY)
JIN BRADY AND FOR THE OTHER TWO WHO SUSTARIKED WOURDS THART THIS
TERRIBLE EVERT OCCURRED,?® CRANSTON SRID.

PPIT IS ALSD PROFDUNDLY TRAGIC FOR QUR COUNTRY THRT THESE EUENTS
QCCURY THRT THEY CAN EFFECT THE HIGHEST PEQPLE IN THE LANDs TO THE
LOWESTs PEOPLE SIMPLY WALKING THE STREETS. HE HUST FIND A HAY TO STEM
THE YIOLENCE THART 1HEEPo QUR NATION AND THRT RFFECTS TOO BUCH OF THE
HORLD. !

CRANSTON SAID HE ASSUMED THE SHOOTING WOULD LERD TO RENEWED CALLS
FOR GUN CONTROL. RUT HE DID NOT KNOW IF THEY 4DULD RE NORE SUCCESSFHL
THRN BEFORE BECRUSE OF WHAT HE DESCRIRED RS LEGITIMATE BIFFERENCES OF
OPINION ON THE ISSUE.

THE DENDCRATIC WHIP SAID SEN. EDUARD M. KENNEDYs D-MASS.s WHO LOST
THD BROTHERS TO ASSASSINSs AND SEN. RUSSELL LONGs D-LA.s WHOSE
FATHERs FORMER SEN. HUEY LOKG: WAS GUNNED DOWN RY AN ASSASSINs WERE
ARONG THOSE WATCHING IN THE CLOAKROOM, HE SAID NEITHER MALE ANY
CONMENT. RALTHOUGH KENNEDY WALE A SPEECH ON THE FLOOR.

CRANSTON SAID THE SENATORS WERE ''SHOCKED AND STARTLED WHEN THE
STORY CHANGED'' ANB IT TURNED QUT THE PRESILNENT HAD EEEN WOUNDED,

HE SAID THERE WERE AROUT 20 SENATORS IN THE GROUP.,

A SHAKEN SEN, DARIEL PRTRICK MOYNIHAN: D-H.Y.s SAID SOFTLY: *?HOM
HUCH SHOOTING IS GDING 7O HRYE TO HAPPEN REFORE WE GET RID OF THOSE
GUNS. V!

SEN, HENRY H JACKSONs D-HASH.s A FORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
HINSELFs SAIDs YYRERE REMINDED ONCE ARGAIN OF HOW DANGERQUS THIS
KORLD Is. M

RGAINs OQUR HOPES ARE DASHED 'PTHAT UIOLENCE ONCE AGRIN HOULD NOT
UISIT AN AMERICAN PRESIDERT,' JRCKSON SAIDN. ''WHAT CAN ONE SRY?Y?

VIQBYIOUSLY THE MAN (THE SHOOTING SUSPECT) HRL TO RE A FANARTIC,??
JACKSON ADDEB.

BEFORE THE SENARTE RECESSED: KENNEB? SPOKE RRIEFLY ON THE FLOOR:
SRYINGs YYHITH OUR PRAYERS FOR THOSE HHOQ HAYE REEN WOUNLED 1 THINK
MUST G0 QUR RESOLUTION T RID OQUR SOLIETY OF HATRED.?

PIUTOLENCE AND HATRED ARE ALIEN TO EUERYTHING THIS COUNTRY IS
ABOUT 'Y KENNEDY SAID.

AP-WA-0§3-30-81 1739EST

Mot o




N

L)

Nis?
Uk

RUSH LERD ALL
RY KEN HERMAN

HASHINGTON (AP) -- UICE PRESIDENT GEORGE RUSH TOOK UP HIS POST AS
THE ABMINISTRATION'S CRISIS MARAGER LATE MONDRY. JUST H« PRESIDENT
REAGAN EMERGED FROM GUNSHOT SURGERY IN '!STABLEYY CONDITION, EARLIER.
AECRETARY OF STATE ALEXANDER M. HARIG JR, HRD RSSURED INTERIN CONTROL.

HRIG HAD DECLARER THAT ''CRISIS MANAGERENT IS IN EFFECTY?
FOLLOWING THE HOUNDING OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE. ARD PRONOUNCED LinSELF
CANTROL AT THE HHITE HOUSE WHILE RUSH RETURNED FROM A TRIP TO TEXAS.

RUSH: MEARWHILEs CANCELED AN RDIORESS TOO THE TEXRS LEGISLATHRE AND |
'Lc” DIRECTLY TO THE CAPITAL UPON LEARNING OF THE RSSASSIKATION

3" WENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN ERRLY

Eﬁ*ﬂ R, NOT LOWG THERERFTER: THE PRESIDENT WAS REPORTED OUT OF
SURGERYs AWAKE: AND IN Y?PSTABLE CONDITION'? FOLLOMING REROUAL OF #
BHLLET IH HIS LEFT CHEST.

Of THE FLIGHT BACKs HOUSE MAJORITY LEALER JIH WRIGHT OF TEXAS SHID
BUSH TOLD HIM HE FOURD IT YYUTTERLY IHCORPREHENSIELE THRT aNYRODY
COULD HORK UP SUFFICIENT HALICE HGAINST PRESIDERT REAGAR TO HANT HIH

Hﬂllc BiSH HAS AIRBORNE. HAIG SAID THAT ?IAS OF N0« 1 AH IN
CONTROL IR THE WHITE HOUSE PEHDING THE RETURN OF THE VICE PRESIDENT.V
ﬁq‘ﬁ SATD THAT IN SUCH AN EBERGENCY. PICONSTITUTIONALLY. YOU HAVE

PRESIBENT. UICE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATEs IH THAT

ER, 'Y QCTUALLYs UNDER LAW. THE SECRETARY OF STATE IS FIFTH IN
IHE: IEHIND THE WICE PRESIDENT: SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE AN PRESIDENT
PRO TER OF THE SEHATE, :

REAGAN OHLY LAST KEEK NAMED BJ SH THE ADMINISTRATION?’S CRISIS
AANAGER -- A ROLE HAIG SOUGHT FOR HIMSELF, ASKER IF Y*CRISIS
SANAGEREHTYY WHOULT BE PUT INTO EFFECT MHEN RUSH ARRIVEDs HAIG
REPLIED: MITHE CRISIS MANAGEMENT IS IN EFFECT.??

BUT HAIG SAID IT HWAS "'A FUNDAMENTALLY PRENATURE QUESTIGN'' TO ASK
[F RUSH WOULD EFFECTINELY BE ACTING PRESIDENT.

AP-HX-03-30-31 2043E5T




2RADY

17 TERENCE HUNT
WASHINGTON (AP) -- WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY JAMES &, BRANYs

FIGHTING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER BEING GRAVELY WOUNDED IN AN ASSHSSINATION

ATTEART AGAINST PRESIDENT RERGAN: HAS REPORTED IN TRPROVING CONDITION
TOHRYs BUT DOCTORS SHID HE WAY HAUE SUFFERED CHSTING BRAIN DANMAGE.

PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESMAN LHRRY SPEAKES SAID WHITE HOUSE PHYSICIAN
SANIEL RUGE WISITED BRATY THIS WORKING AT GEORGE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL AND IESCRIBED HIM Y)SERIOUS BUT IWPROVING,Y?

REAGHAN I5 RECOVERING IN THE SAME HOSPITAL FROM A RULLET WOUND IN
THE CHEST. RUGE LISTER THE PRESIDENT IN ”th!EPTIH%ﬁLLﬁ GOQD
CONDITIONYY TORAY. SPEAKES SARID..

THE 40-YEAR-OLD BRADYs THE FATHER OF A 2-YEAR-OLD SON AND A
“ftiEBF QGE jﬂﬁGqTFRt Hﬁ? QHHT H*%uq HFTERHOON RS HE WALKED OUT OF A

REAGAN HRD HERDED FOR THE

HE
HEH
5§:§'3E§’¥Qi HQTDQ!HWE

THE ,22-CALIBER RULLET ENTERED ZRADY’S FOREHEAD AT THE TEHWPLES
PRSSED THROUGH HIS FRAIN AND CARE OUT THE OTHER qlﬂc HS SECURITY
RGEHTS PUSHED THE PRESIDENT INTO HIS CARs BRADY CRUMPLED TO THE
SIDERALK, DROPPING FACE DOWN OH A GRHTE. BLOOD SPILLING FROM HIS
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SESS

7 iF BHH!H IH?*h“ Hﬁﬂ ?“‘lﬂrﬂ }PRE HVHJLT B%ﬁﬂﬁcﬂ RITb GF 71
AHD BOHEs SAID DR, DENWIS MYLEARY: THE HOSPITAL SPOKESHAN,

YN NOFZIGERs A WHITE HOUSE AIDEs QUOTED THE CHIEF SURGEON IN THE

FERATION AS SAYING YPTHE PROGNOSIS IS CERTAINLY BETTER THAN IT WAS

EHRLIER THi RrTrRNDﬂH 1 HF %IJ THF RUQ'FﬂQ; IR, RRTHh‘~KﬁBRIHL;

.d

EXES dt?“ NHKﬁHtt WHICH HF HWIN HH\ HH QLUUEHu}ﬂb Q]GN.
EARLIER: DTLEARY TOLD REPORTERS THAT BRAIM DANAGE *?PROKARLY IS
LY.

NOFZIGER 3410 KRB?INE RELIEUES THERE ''HAY BE SOHE (RRAIND
THPAIRMENT BUT HE DOESN'T KNOW HOM HUCH AT THIS TIWE. HE SRID IT
RIGHT BE SOHE TIWE REFORE THAT IS KHOWN,Y?

BRADY'S WIFEs 3ARAH: WAS AT HIS BEDSILE LATE RONDAY. SHE REH[HED
204 F RNB SBUEEZED HIS HANDF HE SQUEEZED BACKs SAID SEN. CHARLES
L.y WHO SPOKE WITH HER,
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NEW YORK (AP) -- THE STOCK MARKET RALLIED SH QPL? IN ACTIVE
JRADING TODAY ON WORD THAT PRESINENT REAGHN_WAS RECOVERING RAPIDMY
FRON THE RULLET MOUND HE SUFTERED BONTSY QETERMOOM,
CORLL T

THE NATION'S MAJOR EXCHANGES HHD THE DUER-THE-COUNTER MARKET
CLOSED A3DUT 45 MINUTES EARLY ON NONIAY AFTER THE ATTEMPT UM REAGAN'S

AN RESUMING THE TUTIES OF THE PRESIDERCY FRUN HIS

H1TH REAS aF
Eds THE RARKETS REOPENED AT THE NORHMAL 10 A.B. EST TINE

RE
HOSPITAL 3

TODRY,

THE D0 JONE3 RUERAGE OF 30 INDUSTRIALS © LINEL 1a PGI%TQ To
1:002,15 IN THE FIRST HALF HOUR. =~

BATHERS GUTNUNRERED LOSERS Y A ONE-SI1DED ﬁaauzu }N xHL ERRLf
TALLY OF NEH YORK STOCK CXCHANGE-LISTED ISSUES: ™~ -- .

VITHE KARKET IS HAPPY AROUT REAGAN’S GOOD HtHLTHs ' SAID ANIEL J.
HURPHY AT ﬁ??EﬁHEI::R 3 00,

PYTHE JEATH GF GNY PRESIDENT WOULD BE CATASTROPHIC. RUT 1T HOULD
HAUE REEN Fq?t?'ﬂLL 30 IN REAGAN’S CRSE: SIHCE HE HAS LECORE A
SYN3OL OF FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY,?!

BOHD PRICES AL30 ROSE SHARPLY. ﬁﬁﬁ THE PRICE OF GOLDs WHICH
SPURTED UPEART LATE RMONDAY OH THE NEHS OF THE ASSASSINATION ATTEHPTS
FELL BACK SROHT 346 TO $509 a9 un&lt.

I§ HONDRY'S ARBREVIATED STOCK TRADING: THE D0Y JONES }FEHSTiiﬂL
QUERAGE IROPPED 2,82 TO 992,45, o
PH-REAGAN-FOAD - :

TOKYD: RARCH 31, REUTER -- THE SECRET SERUICE CANMOT
PROTECT A PRESIIEHT FRON ®°LONERSy K003 AND SCRFURALLA®® IHTENT
04 _MURIER, ACCOREIAG T0 FORHER PRESINEAT GERALD FORDs HIAAELF
THE HICTIN GF T4Q RISASSINATION ATTERPIA,

MR FORs #HO WAS ROT HIT IH EITHER OF THE SEPTEHBERs 475,
HANTGUN ATTACKSs HAS SPEAXING TO REPORTERS HERE ON THE
AS3ASSINATION ATTENPT AGAINST PRESITENT REAGAN.

HE 3410 ATTACKS MOUNTED AGAINAT PRESIZENTS SINCE THE DEATH
OF JOHH F. KENNEDY IN 1383 HAUE HOT BEEN HOUNTED 3Y ORGRHIZED
GANGS,

"*THEY HAYE BEEN LONERS, KOOXSs SCREWBALLS:"™® HE SAID. ""HE
DOK*T HAUE TERRORISTS IN THE UWITED STATES. WE JUST HAUE R LOT
aF :FPthﬂhLLS THEY ARE MENTALLY UNSOUND. THEY ARE OFF THEIR

ROCKERS,*®

HE 5AI] THRT WHILE THE SECRET SERVICE WAS THE BEST
BARYGUARE ORGARIZATION IN THE WORLDs ""APPARENTLY THEY CANHOT
PRECLUIE OF PREUENT AR RSSASIINATION ATTEWPT,'®

"YEUEN THE BEST CAR'T GIVE YOU 100 PER CENT SECURITYs"® HE
SRID. ""THERE IS RO WAY OF KNOWING WHEW A LGNER IS5 GOING TO
CHEATE A PRGBLER,""

_4

9
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HERE 1S THE LATEST NEWS FRON THE ASSOCIATED PRESS: o

A\

PIEXCEPTIONALLY GOOD'Y IS THE WAY DOCTORS DESCRIBE PRESINENT At
REAGAN'S CONDITION THIS HRRHING e

7
PRESIRENTIAL $PDKEbHBN LARRY SPEAKES SAYS WHITE HOUSE DOCTOR
FANIEL RUGE (ROQ'-GEE) UISITED RERGAN AT GEORGE WASHINGTON UNTVERSITY
HOSPITAL THIS BORNING: RAND BQUOTES RUGE AS SAYING THE PRESTHENT SLEPT
dELLs AND THAT ALL OF HIS UITAL SIGNS ARE ''IN THE NORMAL RANGE.Y?
SPEAKER SAYS REAGAN HRS BEEN MOVED INTO INTENSIVE CRRE FROW THE
RECOUERY ROOMs AND THAT TURES HAVE BEEN REMOUED FROM HIS THROAT.

BICTORS SAY THE PRESIIENT IS WELL ENOUGH TO RESUME COMHAND DBESPITE
IEIHG SHOT IN THE CHEST YESTERTAY AFTERNOON QUTSIDE R HASHINGTON
HOTEL, ALSD 5SHOT WAS HHITE HOUSE NEWS SECRETHRY JHSES RRADY: A SECRET
SERUICE RGENT AND A WASHINGTON POLICERAN.

THE T LA4BEN ARE LISTED IN STHRBLE CONDITION. HOWEUERs RRADY 1S
FIGHTING FOR HI5S LIFE WITH A BULLET Hi QUND IN THE BRAIN. HE 15 SAID 1O
it IH ”BEQTﬂBB RUT TMPROVING'Y CONDITION THIS BORNING.

THE ALLEGED A55QILANT IS 25 YEAR-OLD JOHN HINCKLEY JUNIOR OF
EUEROREEN: COLORADD, HEYS CHARGED HITH ATTEMPTING TO ASSHSSINATE THE
PRESIZENT AND HITH THE ASSAULT OF A SECRET SERVICE GFFICER. HE'S
SCHEBHLED 70 UMBERGD PSYCHIATRIC TESTING TOUAY, OFFICIALS SAY THERE

[5 N KNOdN BOTIUE FO SHOOTING AND NO EUIDENCE QOF # CONSPIRACY,

UICE PRESTDENT REAGAN WIKL RE CARRYING QUT PRESIDERT Eﬂ AN?S
SCHERYLE TORAY. INEL 5 A CARINET SESSION AND R HEETING WITH
CONGRESSTONRL LEADERS,

AND IN CONGRESSs LERDERS OF BOTH PARTIES SAY THE MOUNDING OF THE
PRESIIENT MILL NOT DELRY BUDGET ACTION,
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BECOFDEFENSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

BECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE
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USMISSYON USUN NFW YORK IMMEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION B4 NP @8

USTNFD

EQ 12028 N/A

WHYTE WOUSE FOR JAMES BRADY, KARNA SMALL, DAVID GERGEN AND
MORT AL LEN

WHITE WOUSE STTUATION ROOM FOR RICHARD V, ALLEN AND MANUEL
RUETO0

usuf FAR KENNETH BACHE VOA/P = ROOM 2089

PGM/FN = FOR JAMES 6, MILLER

PGM/FW = FOR ROBERT 84 MEYERS

UN/N.Y, = POR PURLIC APFATIRS SPOKESMAN, U.N, PLAZA

8 TREABURY = FOR RILL JOY C(RUEATRS)

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PA8S MG SULLIVAN, CHIEF OF puBLIC AFFYIR
RECDER/I8A FOR HUFF

SECSTATE FDR DYESS

SECSTATE FOR SHERWOOD GOLDBERG = ROOM 72344

EARLY MORNING DIGEST OF FOREIGN MEDIA REACTION ICA (FINAL
PORTION) MEDTA REACTION STAFF, RGM/RC, 724=9087

///FYT EDITORS, THIS ITEM I8 FOR YQUR OWN INFORMATION AND
RACKBRNUND AND NOT FCR BROADCAST,.///

WGOOD NAME QOF THE U,8, 18 AT STAKE!

THE COVSBERVATIVE DAILY EXPRESS ASKED, "HOW MANY MORE
AMFRICANS, PROMINENT AND HUMBLF, MUST BE SHOT OR KILLED BEFORE
THE UNRTED STATES CONGRESS REFORMS THE LWA ( ON GUN
CONBROL)? THE GOND NAME OF THE UNITED STATES IS AT STAKE,"

BRITISH RADIO AND TELEVISION COVERAGE COMMENTED ON WHA¥
WAR DEEMED PANIC DISPLAYED BY THE SECRET SERVICE,

TonAvia FRENCH NEWSPAPERS RAN STREAMER HEADLINES AND
EXTENSTVE FPRONT AND INSIDEmPAGE REPORTS AND BACKGROUNDERS,

HAYERICA WILL CLDSE RANKSH

TNDEPENDENT NUATIDIEN DE PARTS RAN AN ARTICLE By A

RN EEE RN N N L R R I B U R I I I
81Tt CALBON SPEAKES GERGEN SMALL

EORL KAMINBKY

WHBR CAMMENT®L

PABE 7t LUSTINFO WASMDC 3874 DYGBILION4Z MAR 81 PSNIRQBABY
TORS 992/19152
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS WRITER WHO SAIDI M, ,.WE KNOW NOTING OF THE
MAN WHA TRTED TO CHANGE THE WORLD SITUATION 2Y SHOOTING
THE U.8, PRESIDENT,, ON THE OTHER MAND, WE KNOW THAT IF
RONALD REAGAN SURVIVESewAND THIS I8 WMAT KWE WISH, NOT ONLY
FOR HUVANITARIAN RFASONS BUT FOR WORLD PEACE=wME WILL GAIN
PROM THE TRAGEDY A HITHERTO UNREACHED LEVEL OF POPULARITY,aefN
ANY CARE) AS ALWAYS IN THE DARKER HOURS OF ITS WISTORY, , |
AMERICA WILL CLOSE RANKS AROUND THE STAR=SPANGLED BANNER,,,
RECAUSE RONALD REAGAN EMBODIES MORE THAN A TEMPORARY POLITICEL
FABHIONssoMORE THAN A TEMPORARY REACTION OF NATIONAL PRIDE
AFTER THE BETBACK NF VIETNAM AND THE FAILURE IN TABAS (IRAN)'

WHE 8YMBDLTZ*8 THE RETURN OF THE UNITED STATES TO ITS
ORIGINAL VALUES") FAITH IN GOD, RELIEF IN MAN AND IN
ENDIVEDUAL INITIATIVE AND LOVE FOR THE HOMELANp, WENCE IT
WOULD RE VAIN TO EXPECT A WEAKENING OF AMERICA, THOSE b,
BEYOND THE IRON CURTAIN,soARE PERFERCTLY AWARE OF THIS AND WIPL
RE UNLIKELY TO TRY TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION..a"

YV CORRESGPONDENTS 8TAY ON THE AIR

WASHINGTON CORRESPANDENTS OF FRENCH RADIO AND TV
STAYED OV THE AIR UNTIL LATE LAs; NIGHT TO GIVE INFORMATION AN
THE PRAGRESS OF PR-SIDENT REAGAN'S SURGERY, PRESIDENT
BIACARN DIESTAING, PARTICIPATING IN A SPECIAL ELECTORAL
PROGRAM ON TV ANTENNE 2, WAS INFORMED NPURING A LIVE INTERVIEL
BT

PABE 78 OF B2 USINFD WASHDC 3874 DTGIBLL6B4Z MAR 81
TORI 202/15452
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USINFO

RO 4R1RS N/A ,

OF THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON PRESIDENT REAGAN,
"U,8, IN A STATE OF BHOGK"

_COMMENTATOR EYIENNE MOUGEOTTE S8AID ON PARIS=BASED
COMMERAIA|, EURNPE ONE RADIO THAT MRa REAGAN WAS "gOOL" AND
SHOWED A YGAOD SENSE OF MUMOR,,,AFTER A FEW WEEKS OF
UNA VATLABTLITY, TWE PRESIDENT WILL BE BACK ON THE JOB, BUT
THI8 MPRNING, THE UNITED STATES 18 IN A STATE OF 8HOCK,
RIBHTEFN YEARS AFTER PRESIDENT KENNEDY!S ASSASSINATION IN
DALLAS, THE DOBSIE® 38 NOT CLOSED,.,«THE FREE SALE QOF ARMS 1IN
SOME STATES FAVORS VIOLENCE BUT POES NOT EXPLAIN IT,s4THE
WORST ¥8 THE PRAGILITY OF POWER, 4"

TV FILM FOOTAGE AND UPDATES_
WEST GERMAN TELEVISION NEWSEASTS LAST NIGHT OPENED
WITH EARLY FACTUAL REPORTS OF THE ATTACK ON THE PRESIDENT,
TV ONE_AFTER IT8 REGULAR NEWSGAST TURNED TO SPECIAL PROGRAMM.
ING WITH EXCERPTB FROM UeS8e TV MATERIAL AND RUNNING UPDATES
WITH SUBTITLES, TV TWO EXTENDED ITS MIDNIGHT NEWS
8HAW TR INCLUDE A FILMED REPORT BY A WASHINGTON
CORREBRQNDENT,
) THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT WAS THE LEAD NEWS 8TORY TODRY
IN LAT==DEADLINE WEST GERMAN PAPERS, WHICH ALSD CARRIED
TEXTS oF TELEGRAMS TO THE PRESIDENT PROM PRESIDENT CARSTE
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER AND OTMERS,
IN WEST BFRLIN THE ATTACK WAS BANNERED IN ALL PAPERS
EXCEPT THE TINY COMMUNTST PAPER DIR WAHRMEIT, WHICH RAN ‘THE
NEWS UNDER A FRONT=PAGE SUBMEAD,
UTRAGEDY IF THIS HELD UP REAGAN PROGRAMHY ,
LEADING INDEPENDENT TAGESSPIEGEL REMARKED THAT "ONCE

t

AR EEEEE R E R R R B B NI B RN IR A B A R
8171

EQR3

WHBR CAMMENTSS

PAGE 21 USINFO WABHDC 3674 DTGI3140742 MAR 81 PSNIRQSpEs

TORY BOMmy182282
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AGAIN THERE HAS NCCURRED IN THE PERSON OF THE ASSATLANT THAT
NEUROT?C zxpaos:nn WNHICH 18 NURSED BY THE IDEA THAT POLITICA]
IDEAS AR ONE'S OWN VISTONS WOULD MATERTIALIZE IF ONE ATTACKED

PUBLIC FIGURES,s, ,

HET WOULD RE A TRAGEDY IF THE ATTEMPT PREVENTED PRESIDENT
REAGAN FROM CARRYING OUT WIS INTENDED POLICY TO WHICH THE
VOTERS AGREED IN A LANDSLIDE ELECTYON. A NEW TRAUMA HAS
TMPOSER ITSELF ON U.S8y POLICY, WITH ALl THE IMPLICATIONS FOR
THE COMMON INTERFST OF THE WESTERN WORLD,"

CONTINUOUR TV REPORTING )

 THE ABSASS8IVATION ATTEMPT DOMINATED ITALIAN MEDIXA, LAaT
NIGMTTa SCHEDULED TV PROGRAMS WERE INTERRUPTED BY ANNOUNCE=
MENTS AND CONTINUOUS REPORTING PROM WASHMINGTON,
VIDEOTAPES WERE c?RR:ED ON LATE=NIBHT NEWSCASTS® TITALIAN
PRESIDENT PERTINITS EXPRESSIONS OF REGRET WERE RANSMITTED
FROM CASTA RICA, WHERE HE WAS ON A VIS8T,

RADTD NEWSCASTS THIS MORNING REPORTED THAT PRESIODENT
REAGAN WAS IN GOAD CONDITION AFTER A SUCCESSFUL OPERATION
AND THAT HE WOULD RE BACK ON H18 FEET IN TWO WEEKS
AND ABLE Tn CARRY ON HY8 DUTIES,

HA PART OF (1,8, HISTORYN by

INFLUENTIAL CENTRIST CORRIERE OELLA SERA OF MILAN SAIR
IN A FRONTPAGE EDITORIALY! "THIS GREAT FREE NATION ON WHICH
80 MUcw OF THE FATZ OF THE WORLD DEPENDS HMAS A WISTORY OF
80LIDTARY DEEDS (OF THIS TYPE) WHOSE CANSEGUENCES MAKE
NATION® AND EVEN 5L.0CS OF NATIONS TREMALE, BLOOD HAS ALWAYS
BEEN A PART OF U,8, HISTORYassA SECRET COMPONENT OF VIOLENCE
WHICH FXPLODES PERIODICALLY LIKE A SLEEPING VOLCAND,s.WE .
HAVE BUT ONE WIBHE MAY REAGANSOON RETURN TO THE WHITE MOUSE.N

PROmCOMMUNTIST PAPERS "FRUYT AF THE CULT OF ARMSH

_BRO=ROMMUNTST PAESE SERA OF ROME RAN A BYLINER'S VIEW
THAT WTME LEAST ONF CAY SAY OF THI® ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION.!,
T8 THAT IT I8 LARGELY THE FRUIT OF THE CULT OF ARMS THAT HAS
BPREAL OVER THE UNITED STATES AND HAS ITS MOAT DOGGED
NEFENSPRS IN THOSE VERY STATES THAT BOAST ABOUT MAVING SENT
THEIR MAN TO WASHINGTON,,,DESPITE THE CURRENT FRUSTRATIONS
AND UNRERTAINTIES, HOWEVER, MOST AMERICANS MAVE MORE MODERATE
AND REASONABLE ATTITUDES THAN IN THE PAST,"

MOMMUNTIST PAPER) "A SINISTER SHADOW ON THE WORLD"

AOMMNIST LTUNITA OF ROME DECLAREDS ",,.THE TRAGEDY OF
B

PAGE 7o OF g2 USINFO WASHDC 3874 DTGR3118742 MAR B1 PBNIGQSQES
TORY pRa/s18222
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USINFD
ED iRaad N/A
DALLAS I8 FAR BACK IN TIME) THE TIME IS OIFFERENT BUT 'THE
PERSON HIT 18 THE RAME, A MAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, WHP REPREFSENTS AND WOLDS IMMENSE POWER, WHO I8 AT
THE P:gNAcEE OF WORLD POWER, WHY SwOLLD WE NOT BE CONCERNED,
PARTICULARLY WHEN VE BELIEVE THAT THE WORLD 18 CRI88=
CROSSBEN WITH GIGANTIC DANGERS?,,.THEBE 8HOTS PROJECT ANOTHER
AINISTRR SHODOW NN THE WORLD AND SHARE THOSE WHO BELIEVE
THAT INTELLIGENCE, REASON AND CIVIL IZATION CAN DEFEAT OUTe
BURSTS OF TRRATIONALITY AND BARBARTSM,"
NEVEN 8HMOULD BLOCK POSSYBLE INVASION OF POLANDH
MOBCOW CORRFSPONDENT JAS GASWONSKI REPORTED oN ITALIAY
RADIO NEWSCASTE THIS MORNINGT YMO8AOW ANNOUNCED THE NEWS u:TE
UNUSUA|, SPEED BUT THERE HAS BEEN Np REACTION YET, CERTAINe
LY, THY8 ATTEMPTED ABSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT REAGAN SHOULD
HAVE TeH EFFECT OF SLOCKING A POS8IBLE SOVIET INVASION OF
POLAND, IT WAULD BF AN ERRPR (POR THE SOVIETS) TO BELYEVE
THAT AVERICA 18 WEAKER NOW, REAGAN HA8 BEEN ONE OF THE
AMERICAN PRESYDENTS MOST ATTACKED AY THE 80VIETS, THERE WILL
BE NO ATTACKS POR A WHYLE BUT PRESUMABLY SOVIET PROPAGANDA
Wikl TAKE ADVANTAGF OF THIS EVENT TO PAINT THME UNITED STATES
TN SOMBER COLORS,"
*N STOCKHOLM,8PERTAL EARLY MARNING RADIO AND TELEVa
I8ION NEWS PROGRAMS CARRIED FYLM oF THE ASSASSINATION
ATTEVST AND JPDATZD DEVELOPMENTS, COMMENTATORS ELABORATED OF
THE LTNE OF SUCCEARSION IN THE WHITE MOUSE AND STRESSED
VPOLENCE TN AMERICA AND THE EASE aF OBTAINING WEPONS,
RAMERICANS CANNOT CORE WITH THIS VIOLENCE"
MODERATE SVENSKA DAGBLADET oFf STOCKHOLM OBSERVED THAT

A EEEEEEEE R R E R E E R E R R

8IT!H
EOR1 :
WHSR CAMMENTSI

PAGE o¢ USBINFO WASHDC 3674 OTGI3410742 MAR 81 PaNIceBE?S
TORI @8Q/18302
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WQINGF JONN F, KENNEDY WAS ASSASSINATED IN DALLAS IN 1583,
YIOLENCE TN THE UNITED STATES HAS INCREASED ALARMINGLY AND
THE L?8T OF POLTTICIANS AND LEADERS AFFECTED 18 FRIGHTENING',,
BUT AVERICANS HAVE NOT BEEN ARLE 70 COPE WITH THIS VIOLENCE!
EACH ATTEMBT TO MAKE TT MORE DIFNFCULT FOR PEOPLE TO GET WOI'D
OF WEAPONS HAS FATLED,,," A
WCONCERN THROUGHOUT THE WOR[D®
8WI88 ROMANDE RADIO NEWS OPENED TODAY WITH A REPORT THAT
THE PRESIDENT WAS OUT OF DANGER, LATER IT CARRIED A REPORT
ON THE ATTACKER, A COMMENTATPR SAIN, "THE NEWS HAS CAUSED
CONCERN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,M
INDEPENDENT LA SUIS8E OF GENEVA DEVOTED 178 ENTIRE FRRNT
PAGE Tn THE STORY, LATE EDITIONE OF OTHER PAPERS
RAN BANNER HEADLINES,
. SPANTS8H RADIC HAD SPECIAL BROADCASTS AND LATE NIGHT
TELEVISION RAN FILM FOOTAGE RECEIVED BY STAELLITE FOR SEVERAY

HOURS, g ¥

VA RIBK FOR ALL Us8, PRESTDENTSN

*NDEPENDENT EL PAIS OF MADRID HELD THAT "NO ONE 18 GOING
TO SAY_THAT A8 A CONSEQUENCE QF THYS ATTEMPT THE AMERICANS
ARE NOT READY FOR SELF=GOVERNMENT,,sTO BZ SHOT TO DEATH WILk
CONTINUE TO BE A RISK FOR ALL U,.S8, PRESIDENTS WHO CARRY OUT
THEIR MOST_ELEMENTARY DALIBATIONS,.s"

ARIARTO 48 REPORTED THAT KING JUAN CARLOS TELEPHONED THE
WHTTE WOUSE AND SENT A CABLE EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND SYMPATHY
OF THE_SPANISH PEOPLE, ,

FOKYD TELEVISION NETWORKS GAVE TOP COVERAGE, ALL NETWOSKS
RAN VINEQTAPED SCENES OF THE SHOOTING, AND CARRIED
REPORTS ON THE BLICCESSFUL RESULTS AF PRESIDENT REAGANIS
OPERATYON, TELEVISYION COMMENTATORS SAID THE JAPANESE GOVERNe
MENT WAS SHOCKED Ay TH? INCIDENT, REPORTS DID NOT MAKE
THE DEADLINE FOR TODAYTS MORNING PAPERS,

RONCERN ABOUT REAGAN=SLZUKY ALKS

PUELICLY FINANCED NHK TELEVISION AND OTHER NETWORKS SPaKE
OF PRYME MINTSTER SUZUKETSs sHOBK OVER TME INCIDENT AND auUTEE
HIM A8 BAYING, "t WILL PRAY THAT THE OPERATION WILL BE
SUCCESAFUL AND THAT THE PRESIDENT WwILL RECOVER AS SOON AS
PDOSSIALE." TBS TELEVISTON SAID HE MAD SENT A CARLE OF
BYMPATHY TO PREBIDENT REAGAN, THE NETWORK STATED THAT
grranryou N JAPAN I8 NOW POCUSING ON WHETHER THE PLANNED
T
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REAGAN=SUZLKY TALKS IN MAY CAN TAKE PLACE A8 SCHEDULED,

NHK GITED FOREGN MINISTER ITn A8 EXPRESSING WOPE FOR
THE PRESIDENTIS QUICK RECOVERY AND AS ADDING THAT HE EXPECTS
THE gw;znzuf WILL NOT HAVE ANY GREAT EFFECT ON U.8, FOREIGN
POLICY .

*HE KYODO NEWS SERYICE REPORFED THAT EMPEROR WIROHITO
SENT A CABLE OF SYMPATHY, IN A SEPARATE REPORT, THE NEWS
AGENCY ASSERTED THAT THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT MAD EXPRESSED
CONCERN THAT THE A&SA?SINAT:QN ATTEMPT ON THE PRESIDENT MIGHY
AFFECT THE GOVERNMENT'S PLAN TO SETTLE THE U.9,=JAPAN AUTO
PROBLEM BEFORE PRIME MINISTER SUZUKI'S U.8, VI8IT,

: THE NEWS AGENCY CITED INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY
MINISTFR TANAKA A8 SAYING THAT ME RID NOT EXPECT THE INCIDENS®
T0 HAVP A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATIONIS
POLICY ON THE AUTO PROBLEM OR QN OTHER IBSUES BUT THAT EVERY?
THING WNOW DEPENDS" ON THE PRESIDENT'S CONDITION. THE NEWS
AGENCY ADDED THAT JAPANESE BUSINESS LEADERS HAD ALSO
EXPRESAED SHOCK NYER THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT,

aOUTH KOREAL EXTRA EXTITIONS ISSUED

SENUL PAPERS WERE DQMINATED RY NEWS COVERAGE oF THE
8HOOTING. MORNING PAPERS 18BUED EXTRAS ON THE SUBJECT,
AND BOME REPORTS CARRIED APPREWENSTVE COMMENTS ON THE
PRESIDENTI® HEALTH AND THE FUTURE aF AMERICA. CONSERVATIVE
DONGA TLEO DESCRIZED THE EVENT A8 A TRAGEDY CAUSED BY THE
AICKNEAS OF THE AMFRICAN SPIRIT, SEVERAL PAPERS
RAN REBORTS THAT GFORGE BUSHM HAD STARTED ACTING FOR THE
PRESIDENT, |

TAINAND OFFICIAL MESSAGE

N N R E R E R E R E R R R R o
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AGENCY FRANCEwPRESSE, IN A TAIPEI=DATELINED DISPATCH,
REPORTFD TNDAY THAT TATWAN PRESIDENT CHIANG CHING=KUO "CONa=
DEMNED AS A fBARBARQUS AND CRIMINAL! ACT THE ASSASSINAe
TION ATTEMPT ON PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN YESTERDAY,

IN A CABLE SENT TO THE Uo.8, PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT CHIANG 8A2D
SUGH AN ACT SHOULD =E VYCONDEMNED AND DEPLORED' BY THE WHOLE
CIVILIYED WORLD," .

AUSTRALTAN "AN INJURY TO ALL AMERICANS"

AUBTRALIAN ELECTRONIC MEDIA BAVE STRAIGHT NEWS COVERAGE
OF THE_EVENT, MUCH OF 1T FROM U,8. NETWORK COVERAGE,

THE CANBERRA TIMES PUBLISHED A SPECIAL MIO=DAY EDITION
PEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY TO THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. IN AN
POYTORTAL THE PAPER EXPRESSED 8HOCK OVER THE INCIDENT
AND 8YMPATHY FOR THE PRESIDENT, HIS FAMILY, AND FOR “THE
MEN ANn WOMEN WHO SERVE THE PRESIDENT 8O CLOSELY, IN A
PHYBICAL SENSE, THAT THEY HAVE TO REAR THE REAL AND CON=
STAT DANGER OF THAT PROXIMITYa.eeIN A SENSE, THE SHOOTING
OF THE PRESIDENT BECOMES AN INJURY TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNTTED STATES," :
. THE EDITORTAL WENT ON TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER A POSSIE'E
LENGTHY CONVALESCENCE OF THE PRESINENT WHICH, IT SAID WOULD
PROVID® "INTOLERABLE LEADERSHIP FOR A GREAT COUNTRY
WHYCH WAS TO AF DECIBIVE ABQUT IT32LF, DOMESTICALLY AND
INTERNATIONALLY. THE SERARATION OF POWERS AMONG
EXECUTTVE, LEGISLATIVE AND JUDZCIA| HAS AEEN INHIBITING U,8,.
POLICY AND PERFORMANCE FOR A LONG TIME, IF THE EXECUTIVE,

AN ITS OWN, ALSC BFCAME DIVIDER, WYTH A VICE PRESIDENT

LIKE THWE YDUNG MR, BUSH INCREASINGLY PRUSTRATED BY THE
LINGERYNG INEFFECTIVENESS OF W18 PRESIDENT, THE UNITED

S8TATER WOULD BE GRAVELY AT RISK, POR POLITICAL AS WEL| AS
MUMAN mEASONS, WE vUST WISH PRESIDENT REAGAN A CONVENTIONALLG
APEEDY_RECAVERY," .

TN CONCLUDING, THE EDITORIAL_OECRIED THE VIOLENCE IN
THTS COUNTRY AND SAID, "IT IS8 8AD TNDEED TODAY TO RECALL
THE WoRDS OF THE CHIEF _LOBBYIST OF THE CITI2ENS COMMITTEE FOp
THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS1 fy WOULD SAY REAGAN I8 THE
MOST PRO®GUN PRESINENT SINCE THEOONARE ROOSEVELT,'"

THAILANDE PMTS MESSAGE ]

sANGKOK DOMESTIC RADIO REPORTED TODAY THAT THAI PRIME
M%NISTHR GENERAL PREM TINSULANONDA "EXTENDED HI8 REGRETS TO
R
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LSTNFD
EO {2pas N7A
THE U,8s PRESINDENT REAGAN 800N AFTER LEARNING ABOUT THE NEWS
nr THE ASSABSINATIUN ATTEMPT ., HE WISHES THE U,8, PRESIDENT
A QUICK RECOYERY,™

INDTAD GANDHI STATEMENT

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE TODAY RAN A REPORT FROM NEW DELHE
WHICH QAID MPRIME MINIATER INDY{RA GANDWI TODAY EXPRESSED
BHOCK AT THE SENSELESS ATTEMPT! ON THE LIFE OF U,8,
PRESIDENT ROVALD REAGAN AND WYSHED HIM A SPEEDY REGCOVERY,"

EGYFT} SADAT CABLE

CAIROTS MIDDLE EAST NEWS AGENCY REPDRTED YESTERDAY "THYT
PRESIDENT SADAT "SENT AN URGENT CABLE 70 PRESIPENT
REAGANT WHYCH 8ATD, "I RECEIVED WITH EXTREME ALARM AND DEEP
SORROW THE REPORT OF THE CRIMINAL ATTEMPT YOU WERE SUBJECTED
TO TODAYs WHILE CONDEMING THIS CRIMINAL ACTION, WHICH HAS
SHOCKER THF SENTIMENTS OF THE ENTIRE WORLD, I IMPLORE GOD
ALMIGHTY TO GRANT YOU THME BLESSING OF A SPEEDY RECOVERY 80
THAT yoU WILL RESUME THE LEADERSHI® OF YOUR GREAT AND PREE
EOUNTRY-

YEMEN ARAR REPUBLICI PRESIDENTIS MESSAGE

S8ANAA DNMESTIC RADIO REPORTED TODAY THAT PRESIDENT
BALIN HAD SENT A CABLE 70 MR. REAGAN IN WHICH HE
EXPRESAED W18 STRONG DENUNCIATION OF THE HEINOUS INCIDENT
TO WHIGH PRESINENT REAGAN WAS SUBJECTED YESTERDAY,
(PRESINENT SALIH) FXPRESSED HAPPINISS OVER HIS SAFETY AND
WISHED HIM A SPEEDY RECOVERY,"

ISRAELY "NEED A REMEDY FQR THIS APFLICTION®

INDEPENDENT MAARIV OF TEL AVIV DECLAREDS "NO MEASURES
TN THE WORLD ARE SUFFICIENT TO PROTEET THE PRESIDENT'S LIFE

N EEEEEEE R E R R R R R R E P E R
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WHEN A MENTALLY DERANGED MAN 18 FREE TO BUY AND CARRY A GUN..
THAT T8 ONF OF THE GRAVE EFFECTS OF THE CONCERT OF INDIVIOUAY
FREEDOM A8 PRACTICED IN THE UNTTED 8TATES,,,THE RESPON=
ATAILTTY RESTING ON THE SHOULDERS pF THE GREAT POWER WHICH
HAS JUST BEGUN TN REASSERT ITS ROLE AS THE LEADER OF THE FREp
WORLD AALLS FOR A REMEDY POR THIS AFFLICTION, EVEN AT
THE CORT OF EXAGAERATED LIBERTY,,,.H
RSOVIET UNTON STANDS TO GAINW c
LEFTwORCENTER AL HAMISMMAR RELIEVED THAT "THE HEART O
AMERICAN DFMOCRACY AND OF THE ENTIRE FREE WORLD" MAD BEEN
THREATENED AND FEARED THAT "THESE SHOTS MAY BRING BACK
THE UNRERTAINTY AND APPREHENSIONS oF THE MID=SIXTIES AND
BARLY SEVENTIES,,." THE PAPER AL80 SAID THAT THE WSOVIET UNIAN
STANDS TO GAIN BY THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTM BECAUSE WTHE
WORLDTA ATTENTION WILL NOW BE DYVERTED FROM POLAND 7O THE
WASHINATON HOSPITAL," X
A A WREITER FOR INDEPENDENT YEDFOT AHARONOT 8AID THAT THE
INCIDENT WMAY BE EXPECTED TO HEIGHTEN THE PEUD BETWEEN VICE
PRESIDENT BUBH,,.A'D SECRETARY OF ATATE HAXG, RELATIONS
BETWEEN THEM HAVE n0OT BEEN OF THE BEST AND ARE BOUND TO '
BEGOME MPRE STRATNED AND APFECT THR COURSE OF AMERICAN FOREIEN
POLICY, ee",
BRAZILE MANOTHFR SYMPTOM OF WORLD WAVE OF yIOLENCE"
NATIONALISTIC DIARIO PORULAR OF SAD PAULO SAW THE
ATREMPY A8 WANOTHER SYMPTQM OF THE FRIGHTENING WAyE OF
VIQLENQE INTO WHICH OUR WORLD HAS pLUNGEDM AND SBAID THAT
WHILE *7 DzsAGRE!D WITH MANY OF THE NEy PRESIDENTIS
POLICT®S, WTHI8 18 NOT THE MOMENT 30 DISEUSS HI8 RASHNESS
AND 55?795“ MISTAKFS HE COMMITTED ¥N ANALYZING BRAZILIAN
POLICY, e .
ROVIET UNION® MTHE QUESTION WMICH WORRIES AMERICANSZ
MOSCOW TASS8 IN ENGLISH PROVIDED AN ACCOUNT OF THE
SHOOTING, THT ARREST OF A BUBPECT, AND VICE PRESIDENT BUSHIS
RETURN TO WASHINGTON, IT ALSD CARRTIED THE TEXT 00 PRESIDENT
BREZHN®VI8 TELEGRAM TO MR, REAGAN,
- “08CHW DOMESTIC RADIO REPORTED FROM WASHINGTON THAT
"NOW) AFTER THE PIRST HOURS OF CONPUSION THAT SEIZED
THE U,&, CAPITALAT THE NEWS OF THE ATTEMPT ON RONALD
REAGANTS LYFE, THE PRESS MERE 8 RAISING A DIFFICULY
RT
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USEINFD 3
EC 12745 N/ZA L
AUESTYIAN WHICH I8 WORRYING AMERICANSI WOW COULD IT HAPPEN
THAT ANOTHFR U,S.PRESIDENT MAS BECOME THE VICTIM OF CRIME?,.!
MANY PAPERS TODAY RECALL THAT FOUR PRESIDENTS 1IN AMERICAN
HESTORY HMAVE FALLEN VICTIM TO MURNERERS,e4AFTER THE ATTEMPT
0Y PRESIDENT REAGAN, WIS BROTHMER NEIL TOLD REPORTERS, 1
EXPECTED THIS TO HAPPEN) SUCH I8 THE SOCIETY IN WHICH WE ARp
LIVING, THE SCALE OF TERROR 18 STAGGERING AND FRIGHTENING,
STATED SENATOR CLAIEORNE PELL, FROM YEAR TO YEAR TERROR
FLOURTSHES MORE AND MORE IN OUR COUNTRY, STRESSED EDWARD
KENNERY 4 ¥
CHINAD NEWS TREATMENT

THE XINHUA NEWS AGENCY IN ENGLISH CARRIED NEWS REPORTENG

OF THF SHDOTING AND THE ARREST OF A SUSPECT,
YUGDSLAVIAY "THE BLIND ALLEY OF TERRORISM"
_S0CTAL ALLTANCE PAPER DELO poF LJUBLJANA TODAY CALLED
THE ATTACK WANOTHWER OREADFUL INCINENT 80 CHARACTERISTIC OF
OUR TYME AND, WE ADMIT, OF OUR WORLD, WE DON'!T KNOW WHAT THp
MOTIVER OF THME WOULDwBE ASSASSIN WERE, WHATEVER THEY WEREw=
HI& ANR SIMILAR DEEDS, MEMORIES OF WHIESH ARE 8TILL
PAINFULLY FRESH ON THIS SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC=sLEAD INEVITABLY
TO THE BLIND ALLEY OF TERRORISM,"
ITEM
BY

‘Y
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war;z Eusz FOR JAYES BRADY, KARNA SMALL, DAVID GERGEN AND
MORT ALLEN
WHYTE WOUSF 8YTUATION ROOM FOR RICHARD V, ALLEN AND MANUEL
RUEZO
HEW! FAR KFENNETH BACHE VOA/P = ROOM 2069
BGM/FN = FOR JAMES B, MILLER
PGM/Fy = FOR ROBERT 84 MEYERS
UN/NaY, = FOR PURLIC AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN, UsN, PLAZA
US TREASURY = ®OR =ILL JOY (RUEATRS)
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PASS MG SULLIVAN,; CHIEF OF PUBLIC AFFIIR
SECDEF/I8A FOR WUFF
S8ECSTATE FOR DYESS
S8ECSTAYE FOR BHERWOOD GOLDBERG = ROOM 72344
EARLY WORNING DIGEST OF FOREZGN MERIA REACTION 1CA
MEDIA REACTION 8TAFF, PGM/RC, 724 = 0087 _
///FY1 EDITORS, THIS ITEM I8 FOR YOUR OWN INFORMATION
AND ZARKGROUND AND NOT FOR BROADCAAT.///
_ABSASBINATION ATTEMPT=wAVAI| ABLE MEDIA COMMENT TODAY {IAS
EXTENVARVE TV EXPRESSION OF DEEP CONCERN OVER THE ATTEMPT
QN THE PRESINENTTS LIFE A8 WELL A8 SYMPATHY, MANY COMMENTAe
TORS WNRRIED OVER INTERNATIONAL CONSEQUENCZS OF THE CRIME,
PEPLORFD WHAT SOME SAW A8 ENDEMIC VIOLENCE IN AMERICA RECAL®
LING THE ASSASSINATIONS ON JOWN P, KENNEDY AND OTHER PRESIe
DENTS, AND PUZZLED UVER THE MOTIVES FOR THE ATTACK,
80MF ANALYBTS SUGGESTED THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN WOULD
EMFRGE POLYTICALLY 8TRONGER AS AMERICA CLOSED RANKS BEWIND
THE ADMINIBTRATION, :
SPECIAL PREBS EDITIONS AND EXTENDED RADYO AND TELEVISRON

R EEEEEEE R R E R E R R E R R R R E R E R
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BRNADCASTS COVERED THE TNCIDENT AND THE PRESIDENTIS SURGERY,
THE EVENTS CAME TOO LATE PPR COMMENT OR EVEN NEWS TREATMENT
TN MANY AREAS OF THE WORLD.

"IHONEY, 1 FORGOT TO DugKi® .

AMONG MEADLINES IN HONDDN TODAY WERE, "PRESIGENT REAGEN?
BULLET REMOVED FRQM LUNGw=!HONEY, Y FORGOT TO DUCK==DON'T
WORRY ABOUT ME, ITLL MAKE XT'H (TIMES OF LONDON), "PRESIDENT
JOKES AN WAY TO BURGERY" (LIBERAL RUARDIAN),; AND "REAGAN
INCH FROM DEATH" (CONSERVATIVE DAILY EXPRESS),
o _COVERAGE IN THE BRITISH PRESS INCLUPED RECAPS QF ViO=
LENCE AGAINST POLITICAL FIGURES IN AMERICA,

WEXPEGT AMERICANS TO RALLY AROUND THE PRESIDENT"
; TODAY'S TIMES SPOKE OF THE #SHOGK AT ANOTHER ATTEMPT
TO ASSASSINATE A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 8TATES, THIS EPIe
80PE wrllk BE TAKEN, NOT UNR!ASDNABEY. AS A SYMPTOM DOF THE
VIOLENEE THAT SEEMS TO BE ENDEMIL ¥N AMERICAN LIFE..s
, "THE SENSE rF SYMPATHWY WILL DO MUCH TO DETERMINE THE
TMMEDYATE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE SHOOTINGs WITHIN
THE UNFTED STATES THERE WILL BE A WAVE OF FEELING IN WHICH
IT WILL E MUCH HARDER FQR ANYONE T0 FRITICIZE EITHER THE
PRESDENT PERSONALLY OR HIS POLTCIESaessTHIS WILL APPLY TO
CONGRESS, TO THE PRESS AND TO THE GENERAL PUELIC. THE
ngoo te LIKELY TO SE ONE IN WHICH ?T I8 A NATIONAL EMOTIONAL
B
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REAUIRPMENT TO RALLY BEHIND THF PRESIDENT.as

AT THE SAME TIME, IT MAY Br MORE DIFFISULT TO ORDER
THE LYNES OF COMMAND WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION,.esYET THIS
JUDGMENT SHOULD BE TEMPERED PY,,,THE WAVE OF SYMPATHY
TOWARDS THE PRESIDFNTaaoWITHMIN THE ADMENISTRATION AS WELL
A8 OUTRIDEW AND "THE NATURAL TENDENCY WILL BE YO RALLY AROUNA
THE PrRrSIDENT AT THIS TIME.ee"

, THE PAPER PREDIGTED THAT THF WHITE HOUSE STAFF, “LED HY
MR, En MEERE AND MR, JIM BAKER," WoULD "EXERCISE CORRESPONe
DINGLY GREATER 8WAY 80 LONG AS MR, REAGAN 18 OUT oF
ACTION, OTHERS,e4//TLL FIND IT HARD TO CONTEST THEIR DECISIONa
UNLESS THEY ARF ASLE TO BAIN ACGCESS TO THE PRESIDENT."

NTHE MO8T GRIEVOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR US ALLY
: THE CONSERVATIVE DAILY TELEGRAPH OBSERVED THAT "A GUEgw
TION MARK 18 THROWN NVER THE WAY IN WHICH THE WESTERN WORLD
AND ITR LEADFRS GO ABOUT THEIR BLUSTINFBS,.aWHAT IF WE ARE
NOW COMPELLED TO CHANGF TWIS STYLE? WHAT HAPPENED oQuTSIOE
A HWOTEL IN WASHINGTON YESTERDAY, TAKEN IN CONJUNETION WITH
WHAT MAPPENED IN DALLAS WITHIN THIS GENERATION, MUST ALTER
THE Onn8y NO MATTER MOW BRAVE A FAQE RESPECTIVE HEADS OF
STATE MAY CHOOSE TN AUT ON THEM, AND THAT CAN ONLY WAVE, FOR
US ALL, MORT GRIFVNUS CONSEQUENCES,"

A MA}TER OF CONCERN TO THE WESTERN WORLD"

TODAY'S CONSERVATIVE NATIONALISTIC DAILY MAZL SAID
THE PRFSIDENT "WILL SURVIVE THE ASSASSIN'S SULLETS, BUT WHAT
OF AVERICA? HOW LONG CAN THIS COUNTRY, 80 TRUSTING, S0
LISERAL, 80 PULL OF GENUINE GENEROAITYwe=AS THE WHOLE OF
POBTWAR WESTERN FURDPE CAN TESTIPY TO=aCONTINUE TO DESCEND
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TN THE PITTLE8S ABYSS OF VIOLENCE ANP DESTRUCTION?

, "IT 18 A MATTER OF CONCERN TO EVERYONE IN THE WESTERN
WORLD, WMAT USE 18 A HIGHER STANDARD OF LIVING, OF AFFLUENCE]
OF LETSURE AND COMFORT AND PULFILLMENT IF VILENT DEATH
78 A CANSTANT COMPANIONT.aeoIT 18 TO BE HOPED THAT PRESIDENT
REAGAN WILL MAKE A FULL RECOVERY AND RESUME HIS OFFICE
REFOR® TOO LONB A TIME ELAPSES, WHEN WE DOES, HE MUST
ADDRESS MIMSTLF TO THIS, THE BYGGEST OF ALL THE PROBLEMS
WHICH WACE WIS COUNTRY, Y
NOTE! MORNING DIGEST ITEMS ARE BASED ON USICA CABLES RECEIVER
BY 8 A Ms TF LATER MATERIAL INDICATES A CHANGE, A SUPPLEMENT
WILL s® ISBUFD,

YTEM
RT
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TCA FoR PGM/RC, PGM/PPL, PBM/TD, VOA/PL, AR
STATE ®OR ARA/CEN :

{. PROM THE MOMENT THE PIRST WTRE SERVICE STORY WAS RECETVED

THF ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT COMPLTELY ABSORgBED
THE LomAL MEDIA, ICA. MANAGUA RECEIVED A FLOQOD OF ENQUIRIES
CONCERYING ALL ASPFCTS OF THIS UNIT. LOCAL RADIO STATIONS

USFD LIVE REPQRTS FRAOM US (BASED ON VOA REPORTS AND WIRE SER]
VICE 8TORIES) FOR PARTS OF THEIR REPORTING, POST SUPPLIED

VyT? FOATAGE OF PRES AND PRES 8TC BRADY TO THE SANDINISTA TV
SYSTEM FOR USE IN 178 NEWSCAST MARCH 37, PHOTOS WERE ALSOC GIVEN
TC AND USED BY LOCAL PAPERS,

2, LOpAL DAILIFS WAVE ALL GIVEN FRONT=PAGE TREATMENT TO

8TROY, IVDEPENDENT LA PRESNA BEAT THE COMPETITION BY TURNING
AUT ITe MASCH 34 ENITION THE PREVINUS AFTERNOON, PAPER'S

PAGE ONE 8TRNOY HEANLINED "PRES REAGAN INJURED IN ATTACK'Y,

LEAD ITEY EASED ON UP STORY, WASHINGTON AFP STORY CARRIED HEjDe
ING "SFCRETARY BRANY IN AGONY,"

3. FSLN OFFICTIAL ORGAN BARRICADA (MARCH 31) CARRIED FRONTPAGE
MEADLINE WREAGAN OUT OF DANGER®, WITH SUBHEADS "FPULMINATING
ATTACKi, WiCcRISIs NFFICET FUNCTIONS", AND "GRN RERUDIATES
ATTACKi, ABCOMPANYING PHOTOS SMOWED "THREE MOMENTS OF NE
ATTACKH A STORY 0N PAGE FIVE REPORTED THAT "HINCKLEY HAS (A)
HISTORY = HWE HAD BEEN NETAINED IN 1982 NEAR CARTER,"

4, PRO«FBLN"/GAN FL NUEVO DIARIO HEADLINED "REAL BULLETS
FOR REAGANN, ACCOMPANYING STDRY OBSERVED THAT “THE EXFILM
ACTOH NURING A GREAT PART OF LYFPE, VIRTUALLY PLAYED WITH
PISTOLS ANP FAKE BU'LLETS ME FIRED NR WHICH WERE FIRED AT

N N N EE E R E R R E R R R R R R I B
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HIM TN WESTERN MOVTES", IN ADDITION TO ITS FIRST TWO PAGES
REPLETF YITH PHOTOS THE PAPER ALSO _DEDICATED WHAT WOULD NORMZLLY
HAVE =FEN TTS FIRST PAGE ALMOST ENTIRELY TO THE ASSASSINATION
ATTEVNPT. HEADLINE READ "INJURED, REAGAN JOKED", WASHINGTON

AP ITEw UNDER THIS LEAD PROVIDED SpURCE OF PAPER'S DBSERVA=

TINN CANCERNING "RFAL BULLETS," ANATHER STORY ON SAME PAGE

(NY APY) HEADED "TAN AMERICAN NIGHTMAREVY, WDZBX SUBHEAD WASFON=
$8HMENT, SADNESS, AND INDIGATION," AS NID RARRICADA, EL NUEVA
DIARIO ALSn PURLISHED THE TEXT OF GRN MESSAGE TO MRS REAGAN
CONDEMNING THE ATTACK AND DESIRING QUICK RECUPERATION FOR

THF PRESIDENT,

5, FINALLY, WASHINGTON EFE ITEM HMADED "HAIG DID WHAT CORNELIA
NIDI" ACCORDING TO THIS WIRE STORY, "TWE OBSESSION WITH
POYER,MANIFERT®D ON REPEATED OCCASTONS BY THE NORTH AMERICAN
SEC OF STATE ALEXANDER HAIG HAS PLAYED A TRICK ON WIM FOR
WHTCH WE WTLL NOT SE FORGIVEN Ay TIME®", STORY ADDED THAT "HIa
(SFCRETARY!S) PUBLTC DECLARATION THAT, WHILE HE WAS AWAITING
THE® ARRIVA| OF VPRES BUSM, HE WAS ASSUMING THE FUNCTIONS QOF
THE DYSECTION OF THE ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE HAIG THE TARGET
OF +18 DETRACTORS AND, WHAT I8 WORSE, OF THE POWERFUL NORTH
AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA,# (IN A FOOTNOTE, € NUEVD DIARKO
REVINDED IT8 REANERS THAT CORNELTO HUECK "TRIED To TAKE OVER
THE® PRESIDENCY WHEN S8OMOZA SUFFERER A WEART ATTACKYHICH FORCED
HI¥ To BE MOSPITALIZED IN MIAMY FOR TWO MONTHS, THIS SAME ‘THEMG
78 WHAT APPEARS TO HAVE OCCURRED WTTH HAIG IN WASHINGTON
YESTERDAYN,) ITEM

HINS

RY
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TO SECRTATF WASHMDC 2878
UNCLAS PARYS 295873

USNECD

PUR/Rpw FDH MONTBOMERY

E.0, 1206681 N/A

TAG83 _AORE, OECD

3U~JECTI MEBSAGE FROM QECD SECRETARY GENERAL TO PRESIDENT
= REAGAN

{. OEpD BECRETARY GENFRAL VAN LENNEP WHAS REQUESTED US TO
FORWARN TH® FOLLDWING MESSAGE TO PRESINENT REAGANI

2. HEGIN QUOTER PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN,
- THE VHITE HOUSE,

VASHINGTON
nw BEMALF OF THE ORGANISATION FOR mCONOMIC CO=OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT) AS WELL A8 MYSELF, MAY I EXPRESS TO YOU
AND TD THE AMERICAN PEnPLE OUR SENSE OF SHOCK AT WHAT HAS
OCCURR®D AND QUR SF8T WIBHES FOR A COMPLETE AND RAPID
RECOVERYs MAY I ALSD EXTEND OUR DREPESY SYMPATHY AND
REST . TSHES TO MRS, REABAN, TO OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR
FAMILY AND TO ALL THOSE WHO SUFPERED IN THIS TRAGIC
INCIDENT. EMILE VAN LENNEP, SECRETARY=GENERAL, END
NUOTE, RYAN
RY
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