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SUPER SENSITIVE 8421675 8 
United States Department of S~ate 

SYSTEM II 
Trashinglon, D.C. 20520 90847 

~f..sENSITIVE 
July 31, 1984 

MEMORAUDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C • MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Chernenko's July 31 Letter 

Attached is the Russian text and English translation of 
Chernenko's July 31 letter to the President on the Vienna talks, 
together with the accompanying "oral statement" responding the 
the U.S. draft joint announce~ent. They were delivered to 
Acting Secretary Dam at 6:00 pm today by Soviet Charge 
d'Affaires Sokolov. 

Attachments: As Stated 

' ·-"' 

/1>fi1C!-.....wJ!~.1-1 
Charles nil(l/ 

Executive Secretary 

~/SENSITIVE 
DECL: OADR 

,D ;~ 
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~CP.i:'l'{~BHSI'l'P.'E Translation fro1:1 the Russian 

His Excellency 
Ronald Reagan 
President of the 
United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I agree completely that the subject of our correspondence 

requires complete candor. 

In the spirit of such frankness, I cannot but object 

categorically to the fact that the American side continues with 

its persistent attempts to distort the very essence of our 

proposal of June 29. This is evident from your letter, too. 

You write, for example, that we supposedly proposed that 

negotiations begin on questions of the "militarization of outer 

space." We have, however, proposed and continue to propose that 

negotiations be conducted on the prevention of the 

militarization of outer space. These things are different in 

principle. 

Further. An integral part of our proposal of June 29 is the 

establishment on a mutual pasis, b~ginning from the date of the 

of a mo~atorium on the testing and 

It was also stated quite clearly 

opening of the negotiations, 

deployment of space weapons. 

in my letter to you of july 7. 

Since in your reply of July 18 you wrote that you accepted 

our proposal without preconditions, we naturally were entitled 

to believe that you agreed to introduce a moratorium as well. 

How, however, the American side refuses to include in the joint 

statement a provision regarding a moratorium. The question of a 

'6BCRD'P/SBHSI'PI\".J3 • 
DECL: OADR 

q 
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moratorium is also passed over in complete silence in your last 

letter. The conclusion fron this is inescapable. 

The case is exactly the same as regards the attitude of the 

American side toward another integral part of the proposal -- to 

the effect that, within the framework of the negotiations, the 

issue of complete, mutual renunciation of antisatellite systems 

also be resolved. 

Such is the actual state of affairs, ~rr. President. The 

facts show that, stating its acceptance of our proposal without 

preconditions, the American side actually speaks about 

negotiations with the aim not of prohibiting but, in fact, of 

legalizing space weapons. And, in addition, it also drags into 

them weapons which have nothing at all to do with the subject of 

the negotiations we have proposed. 

You are certainly free, Mr. President, to put forward any 

proposals of yours. But why should the public be misled by 

purporting that the U.S. accepts our proposal? \fl1y should the 

impression be created that the Soviet Union were backing away 

from its own proposal? 

As far as we are concerned, our proposal continues to renain 

in force, but it is precisely the proposal which was made public 

in the Statement of the Soviet government of June 29 and which 

was outlined in my letters to you. We did not put forward any 

other proposal which could be construed sinply as an invitation 

"to go to Vienna." Anyone who familiarizes himself with our 

correspondence can easily see that. 

K. Chernenko 

July 31, 1984 

--5-EeR:E':r-/ SEUS I 'f' I VE - -

/0 
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W 7jV:/o0 
Ero IlpeBooxo.n;11TelLboTBY 

PoBalLb.n;y PefiraHy, 

Ilpe 3I1,JJ,8H Ty 

Coe.TI,l1HeHHHX illTaTOB Arvte p11R11 

r.Bal.llliBI'TOH 

YBaffiaeMilli roono,TI.I1H 11pe 3.I1,TI.eHT, 

Ccr;raoeH o Barvm B To;1·1, 'lTO npe,1.I,M8T HarueJ.i nepeill1CKI1 Tpe6yeT 

ITO)IB.Oll OTHpOBeHHOOTI1o 

B .D.yxe TaRott OTKpOBeHB.OOTE H He Mory He BHpa3I1T.h KaTerop11-

11ecKoro B03paEeHMH npOT11B Toro' '!TO 0 aMep11KaBOKOtt OTOpOHH npo

)J,OJI;KaIOTOH yno pI:Hie IlOiliiTKll llOKa 3ll,. T.:O oaMy oyT.h Hawero npe.n;JIOii~SililH 

OT 29 ll!OHH. a TO Bl1,il,HO l1 113 BaUiero Ill10br<!a. 

TaK, Bu IllilileTe, 6y.n;To MH npe.J;JIOiiG1m1 Ha"tlaT.h neper0Bop11 no 

BonpocaM "Mli.lli1Tap11sa1uu1 KOo.M1111ecKoro rrpooTpaHoTBa". Ivl11 ~e npe.n;

nara}]}1 11 npe.n;JiaraeM rrpoBaoTM neperoBopu no npeAOTBpa§e.fillIO Ml1lll1-

Tap11sa1Ull KOCMl11!8CROro rrpooTpaHOTBa. 0TO IlPI1HlU1Illia)lbHO pa3HU8 

B8l.l.U1. 

)lan:ee. CocTaBHOii 'laCT.hIO Haillero npe,JJ,}10/i\8Iil1H OT 29 11IOHH HBT.ill

eTOH yoTaHOBJ18.H118 Ha B3a}llAHOli OOHOB8, Ha-qnHaH 0 ,JJ,aTH OTR.P1ITI1H 

neperOBOpOB, MopaTOpMR Ha .110IlHTalillH ll pa3BepTHBaill18 ROOMU'leOKI1X 

BOOpyf.\elIBH. 06 8TOM co Been HOHOO'.i'brJ rOBOP:HJIOO.h H B M08M Ill1CbMe 

BaM OT 7 lilJM. 

IIooRO}l.bKY B oBoeM OTBeTHOM IlilO:&Me OT I8 1110M BLiI BarrnoaJlli, 

11TO npH.H; ll;laeTe Baille npe,LJ.}IOJ:~e.Hlle 683 RaRTIX-JIBOO npe.II.BapI1T8llliHilX 
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ycJioB.uli, To MH, ecTeCTBeHHo, cil:lm~ BrrpaBe C'lliTaT.o, '!TO BH corJiac

H:u 11 c ycTaHOBJleH.~.ieM J,\OpaTopu.s:. 0,Ii;HaKO Terrep.1 aMepnKaHcKaH CTOpo

Ha OT:Ka3!1Bae Tc_q BK)IK)'lllTh TI0}10i!\8nlle 0 !i:O pa TO Plli·l B COBI1:e CTHOe coo6-

ll\8BI18. 06XO,IJ,11TCB: IIOJIH.Wvl r.;0)11laiiil8I1: BOII.POC 0 MopaTOpl-Dl ll B BaweM 

nocJie,rr.HeM rrn.cDivie. BJ:mo.r:r. li3 3Toro BanpaiillrnaeTcH caM co6oti~ 

To'lllo TaK Ji\e 00CTOI1T .r:r.eJIO 11 c OTHOWeID.IeM aMep11KaHcKoi:: CTOpo

HH K .n;pyroti COCTaBHOii 'lacn1 npe.LJ,}104\81-illE - Hactie T Toro, 1!T001:1 B 

paMKax neperoEopoB OHJI peoeB. 11 .aonpoc o B3aIDvlliOM nowwM OTKa3e OT 

Ilp0Tl1BOCITYTID1KOBHX CHCT8M. 

TaKOBO .r:r.eiicTBHTe filHOe noJIOf:IeH.ne Be~eli, rocno)l.HH Ilpe s:.:,n.eHT. 

~aKTH ro.oo pHT o TOM, 11To, 3aRBnH.E o nprlHHT1111 de 3 rrpe;;.BapMTeJll>Hux 

ycno.a11i~ Halllero npe.n;nor.tellilH, aMep11KaHcRan cTopoHa Ha caMOM .n;eJie 

Be.LJ,eT pe1l.1 o neperoBopax c ueT.LDID He 3anpemeH11H, a no cymecTBY 

;rnraT.!.l13aI.VU1 KOCi.;}11180KOro opya:llH. ,iia e~e np;1TJiI'HBaeT Ha H11X EOOpy

ii~8liHH, B000Et8 !i8 OTHOCfili.U'18CH K np8,4}10D:.8HHOil .Ha~v\1'1 T8Me neperoBOpOB. 

BH, rocno,ru1H IIpe 311;n.eHT, r:oHe1!Ho, B OfilHH BH,TI,B11raT.& }IlJO.bie CBOM 

npe.n;JIOiK8ll1H. lio 3a1l8M ii\8 BBO,II,I'.iT:O B 3aOJiyd.,D;8Hi18 o6mecTE8HiiOCTb, yT- . 

Bep/iUI,a.n:, 6y.n;To CillA npIUUlMaIOT. Harne npe.n;no;.Kefille? 3atieM C03.IJ.aBaTI> 

BnetiaT }leH:v1e, 6y.n;To CoBe TOK.air· COI:)3 oTcTynae T OT c o6cTBeHHoro npe.n;

)l0;1teH11rr? 

1ITO KacaeTCH }lac, TO Hallle npe,TI.)10Ji\8HH8 rro-npeillleMy OCTaeTCH 

B CJd)l8, HO l1M8HHO TO npe.r:r.JIO/i\8llli6, KOTO poe 0H}l0 o6Hapo.n;oBaHO B 

3aHBJI8lllil1 COB8TCKOro npaBMT8)lbCTBa OT 29 llIDH.H 11 KOTOpoe 11S)lar8)100b 

B MOMX IIBC:OMaX BaM. Kal\OI'O-TO ;.;,py-roro npe,TI.)lOr.\eH.MH' KOTO poe MOilllO 

6.ciJio Oil ncTomwBaTI> npocTo KaK np11rMweill1e "noexaTb B BeHy", Har1il1 

He BJ:lJJ.BMI'aJIOCb. B 3TOM MOr.~e T Jl8I'KO y6e,L.T;1T.&CH lli06ot, }~TO 0 3HaKOMMT

CH c Halileii ne peIDlCKOh. 

31 r110M 1584 ro;.:,a 
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SUPER SENSITIVE 8421675 

United States Department of State 

SYSTEM II 
Washington, D. C. 20520 9 O 8 4 7 

July 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Chernenko's July 31 Letter 

Attached is the Russian text and English translation of 
Chernenko's July 31 letter to the President on the Vienna talks, 
together with the accompanying "oral statement" responding the 
the u.s. draft joint announcement. They were delivered to 
Acting Secretary Dam at 6:00 pm today by Soviet Charge 
d'Affaires Sokolov. 

Attachments: As Stated 

~~ 
Cha:les _Hi(!} 

Executive Secretary 

SECi&ff SENS IT IVE 
DECL: OADR 

-;q 



His Excellency 
Ronald Reagan 
President of the 
United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

SYSTEM II 
90847 

Translation from the Russian 

I agree completely that the subject of our correspondence 

requires complete candor. 

In the spirit of such frankness, I cannot but object 

categorically to the fact that the American side continues with 

its persistent attempts to distort the very essence of our 

proposal of June 29. This is evident from your letter, too. 

You write, for example, that we supposedly proposed that 

negotiations begin on questions of the "militarization of outer 

space." We have, however, proposed and continue to propose that 

negotiations be conducted on the prevention of the 

militarization of outer space. These things are different in 

principle. 

Further. An integral part of our proposal of June 29 is the 

establishment on a mutual basis, beginning from the date of the 

opening of the negotiations, of a moratorium on the testing and 

deployment of space weapons. It was also stated quite clearly 

in my letter to you of July 7. 

Since in your reply of July 18 you wrote that you accepted 

our proposal without preconditions, we naturally were entitled 

to believe that you agreed to introduce a moratorium as well. 

Now, however, the American side refuses to include in the joint 

statement a provision regarding a moratorium. The question of a 

·SECJ;!AT~ENSITIVE 
DECL: OADR 

20 
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moratorium is also passed over in complete silence in your last 

letter. The conclusion from this is inescapable. 

The case is exactly the same as regards the attitude of the 

American side toward another integral part of the proposal -- to 

the effect that, within the framework of the negotiations, the 

issue of complete, mutual renunciation of antisatellite systems 

also be resolved. 

Such is the actual state of affairs, Mr. President. The 

facts show that, stating its acceptance of our proposal without 

preconditions, the American side actually speaks about 

negotiations with the aim not of prohibiting but, in fact, of 

legalizing space weapons. And, in addition, it also drags into 

them weapons which have nothing at all to do with the subject of 

the negotiations we have proposed. 

You are certainly free, Mr. President, to put forward any 

proposals of yours. But why should the public be misled by 

purporting that the U.S. accepts our proposal? Why should the 

impression be created that the Soviet Union were backing away 

from its own proposal? 

As far as we are concerned, our proposal continues to remain 

in force, but it is precisely the proposal which was made public 

in the Statement of the Soviet government of June 29 and which 

was outlined in my letters to you. We did not put forward any 

other proposal which could be construed simply as an invitation 

"to go to Vienna." Anyone who familiarizes himself with our 

correspondence can easily see that. 

July 31, 1984 

K. Chernenko 

S~SEUSITIVE 
/ 

21 
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rJJaca.a c BaMH B TOM, ~To npa,D,MaT .aawali nepenBOKH Tpe6yeT 

IlOJlHOH OTRpOB8liHOOTH. 

B .n.yxa Ta.KOK OTKpOB6liliOCTB H .aa Mory .ae Blipa3HTb KaTaropn

~6 CKOro B03pa2K6HJ4H npOTHB Toro, ~TO c aMS.PHRSHOKOH CTOpOHH npo

~O}DKaIDTCH ynop.B.H6 llDllHTKH RCKa3HTb CaMY cyTb Hamero np6,1'J102K6.HWi 

OT 29 1410.HJl. STO BB.IUiO H HS Bamero IlllOl>Ma. 

TaI<, BH rwruaTa, 6YJ4TO MH npe~JIO~Jm Ha'tl.aTb neparoBOPH no 

BOllpOCaM 11Mil.1.IHTa,PH3arcIDl KOCMH~6Cl\Oro npocTpaHCT.Ba" . MH nte npe~

J.IaraJm n npa~J.taraeM npOBSCTB naperoBOPH no ITQSAOTBpamaH.HID Mllm1-

Ta.PR3SIUW KOCMH~SCKOro npocTpa.acT.aa. 3TO llpE.Hl,MnRaJU,HO pa3liH6 

Be~. 

JiaJiee. CocTaBHOH "mCTl>ID Ramero npe,u_JI02K6HRH OT 29 IDOM HB)lfl-

6TCH ycTaliOB}I6.liH6 Ha B3aRM.liOH 00.liOBe, .aa~HaH c ~aTH OTKpblTHH 

naperOBOpOB, MOpaTopna Ha RCllHTa.HHH n pa3B6pTbtBaHn8 KOCMHR6CKRX 

BOOPYJK6Hl!H. 06 3TOM co BOSH HCHOCTl>ID roBOpE.JIOCb n B M06M IWCbM6 

BaM OT ? :WO}JJi. 

IlOCKOJlbKY B CB06M OTB6THOM IWCDMS OT IB IDO}If! BH HanBcaJ.IH, 

TiTO IIJ?IDUlMaeTa Hawe llj?0,1'}102K6ID16 663 KaIWX-lW.60 npeABapE.T6Jll,HWC 
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YCJIOBMil, TO MU, 6CT6CTB6HHO, 6;:,rn:v: BIIpaB8 C'tJ.J.1TaT.b, 11.TO DH COI'.JiaC

HH H c ycTaHOB)181L:i8M MOpaTOPilH. 0,L,HaKO T6II8p.b aM8pMKaHcKaH CTopo

Ha OTKa3UBa8TCH BIOitO'tlllTb Il0)10iK6HH6 0 I'!.OpaTOpll.il B C0Bf-l8CTH08 cooc5-

l.!..\8H.H8. 06XO,l.J)1TCH IlO)lliHM MOJI1laHk18M BOilpOC 0 MopaTOpll:il 11 B 00ill8M 

110C)l6,IT,H8M IH1C.OM8 •. t:HIB0).1. .113 8TOI'O HaIT_i)aI.llliBae TCH Calvi C0001i. 

T01lli0 TaK il{8 OOCTOHT )I.8JIO .Jtl c OTHOlll8H.H8M aMepHKaHCKOL CTOpo

HH K )1.pyro:H COCTaBHO~i. '4.aCTH IlfJ8,Li,)l0jK8liil.fi - IIaC'4.8T TOI'O, 11.TOOH B 

parvlKaX Il8p8I'OBO .POB OHJI peoeH li .aorrpoc 0 B3aliMHOl\~ ITO JIHOM OTKa3e OT 

IlpOTMBOCITYTH11KOB!IX CHCT8Mo 

TaKoBo ;u,eiiCTBHTe lli>Hoe noJior.rnHll8 B8i1.\8~, rocno,IUrn IIpe 3 :.Jj;8HT. 

waKTU ro.aop.HT 0 TOM, "Y.TO, 3aRO!J.f:[F.. 0 np:UHHT.1Ui Ge3 rrpe;LJ.Ba.1.Jl1T8T.1.1HbIX 

yc}!OB.m'.L Hanrero rrpe;u,)lotK.e.H.I1H, a.Mep11KaHcKaH cTopoHa Ha caMOM ~e)le 

Be~eT pe11.b o neperoBopax c uer.il>ro He 3anpe~eHMH, a no cy~ec7BY 

}18l'alli13aW'.litl KOCM11118CKOI'O opy1ril'lHo ,Li.a e~e rrp:aTSil'H.aaeT Ha HHX BOOpy

iiWiii:l.S.' BOOOi.i.\8 E.8 OTHOC.flli\.H8Cfi K Ill)8,J.~)l0~8HHOL E.aI1l.H T8M8 Il8 p8l'OBO pOB. 

BH, rocno;ulH lip83¥l,JJ.8HT, ROH8'4.E.O, .30llbHH BH,Li,.aHraT.b JliJOb.!8 CBOil 

npe)J.)lO;KeHMH. ho sa"G.eM ae B.BO,D.11 T.b B 3a6}1:fffiA8Hl18 o6~tWTE8HiiOCTb, yT

B8p/iAaH, c5;y".I~To C~ npHHldMaI·JT aarue np8~)1o~eE}l8? 0a11eM CD3,iJ,aBaT.b 

BITe'Y.aTJI8H.Jtl8' 6y.r.,TO COB8TCK.Jtl.L~ C01J3 OTCTyna8T OT COOCTB8HHOI'O npe)1.

)10ii\8HHH? 

Y..To KacaeTc.H Hae, TO Ha.we rrpe,:n;)lOiieh.;1e no-npe i~\.H.eMy ocTaeTcH 

B C.11)18, HO IllM8iiiiO TO IT.P8)1.)10ii\8ID:l8, KOTOpoe OH)IO o6HapO,LI,OBaHO B 

oaHBJ.i8H.l1li COB8TCKOI'O npaBHT8Jll>CTBa OT ~s JtfoJHH 11 KOTOpoe ;13.Jial'a)lOC.b 

B MOI1X lli1C.:&Max .Ba.M. Ka1rnro-To .u;pyroro npe;J;)lOr.\8.llilH, !\OTO poe :VlOiiiliO 

6H)IO Ohl .JtlCTOJI:--{OBaT.b npocTo KaK np11r.Jiaille.r111e "noe:..mT.o B BeHy", HaMll 

He BUJJ,BllI'a)lOC.b. ]j 8TOM MO/r~6T ,118I'KO y6e,IVlT.bCH JliOOOil, KTO 03HaKOMll'l'

CH c Hanret~ ne peru1cKoii. 

3I MIJM 1.084 ro;..,a 
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