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BULLETIN PRECEDE 
WASHINGTON (UPI) -- A HIGH-FLYING U.S. SR-7i 'BLACKBIRD' 

RECONNAISSANCE RIRCRRFT WAS APPARENTLY FIRED AT BY A NORTH KORERN 
ld"S""L'" "En••,-1"\"-Jl'\U ,,. .• , ,- ,.L". i! ""' "'U •u•,-,.d1.•. ¥•Jl'\u.-,1 a•o ('P\C'.;l'\E • 11.-nl !>l t. jj l!NtailHT ~HlLt I" Tl11!J 111 lN!tKr+H!ll.laHL 11ll\ ;,/"n!.-, l Ht 

PENiAGO» ANNOUNCED. THE U.S. PLANE LANDED SAFELY UNHARMED. 
UP.I 08-26-81 07:34 PED 
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AN-MISSILE HULTiiAKES 8-26 
URGENT 

·--------....-..---~.._..___....---.., ... - ... 

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- A HIGH-FLYING U.S. RECONNAISSANCE PLANE WAS 
'°PP ... ~,.l,l"l"' t ,. ,..."' .. D I'\ .. "'V r. Ufl:'.P"H "flU,-!"'!U ~•c,r.•1,. ,,,.r.,u ...... nn•• !JIIT t ,- ,..L,, ... ,rl"' • 
n H!\tN!!.T rli<t' Ml .ti1 H AIJr.l I\U!\ttii1 nl11tlllt WtlmtMnT N!illt /" ilN!J 

IN INTERNATIONAL RIR SPACE BUT THE HISS!LE HISSED BY SEUERAL MILES, 
THE PENTAGON SAID. 

'THE INCIDENT POSED NO THREAT TO THE AIRCRAFT WHICH LANDED 
SRFELY, 0 A SPOKESMAN SAID~ 

'ON WEDNESDAY, AUG. 26, THE CREW OF R U.S. RIR FORCE SR-7i FLYING 
,. IN SOUTH KOREAN RND INTERNATIONAL RIRSPRCE REPORTED SIGHTING R 

CONTRAIL AND SUBSEQUENT AIR BURST SEUERAL MILES DISTRNT, 0 THE 
SPOKESMAN SAID. 

ASKED IF THE INCIDENT COULD HRUE BEEN R MISSILE FIRING, THE 
SPOKESMAN SAID, uYES. 0 

'IF A MISSILE WAS LAUNCHED, Ii COULD HRUE ORIGINATED FROM ANY ONE 
OF A NUNBER OF MISSILE SITES IN NORTH KORER, 0 HE SAID. 

NORE , 
UPI 08-26-Bi 07:43 PED 

UP126 
u w 

RM-XISSILE iSTRDD 8-26. 
URGENT 
X X X SAID • 
. THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE SR-71, THE ~DRLD'S NOST RDUANCED STRATEGIC 

RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT AND WHICH CAN FLY RT THREE TIMES THE SPEED OF 
So ttt}T\ l t.-\C, 01.1 ....... ~fl ' '.,.lJ,.. "'"'S·~•"t_! II U111.1, irlH::> IN H -KlUll!lt I'll ;:il!.lri. 

ASKED HDw CLOSE THE AIRCRAFT WAS TO THE DENILITRRIZED ZONE 
SEPARATING NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA WHEN THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THE 
SPOKESNRN SRID THE SR-71 WAS IN usOUTH KOREAN RND INTERNRTIDNRL 
AIRSPACE. a 

·•As R riAiTER OF POLICY, WE DO NOT DISCUSS THE SPECIFIC FLIGHT 
PATHS OF THIS AIRCRAFT,u HE SAID. 

HORE 
UPI 08-26-81 07:44 PED 

~ ~ ........ ~- ·-•--- ... 
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AP-21ST NEWSWATCH: THE NIGHT CAP 

( 
· HERE IS THE LATEST NEWS FRON THE ASSOCIATED PRESS: 

THE PENTAGON TODAY REPORTED THAT A MISSILE -- APPARENTLY LAUNCHED 
FRON NORTH KOREH -- WAS FIRED AT A U-S AIR FORCE PLANE AS 1T FLEW 
OVER SOUTH KOREA AND INTERNATIONAl AIR SPACE. OFFICIALS SAY THE 
NISSILE NISSED THE S-R-71 RECONNAISSANCE JET BY SEVERAL NlLES -- AND 
THAT THE CREW LANDED THE PLANE SAFELY. 

THE PENTAGON IS NOT.FLATLY ACCUSING NORTH KOREA OF SHOOTING AT THE 
RECONNAISSANCE JET, WHICH IT SAYS WAS ON A ''ROUTINE NISSION'' IN 
INTERNATIONAL AIR SPACE. THE OFFICIAL STATEMENT SAID -- ''IF A 
NISSILE WAS LAUNCHED, IT COULD HAUE ORIGINATED FROM ••• A NUNBER OF 
NISSILE SITES IN NORTH KOREA.'' THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RARELY 
JISCUSSES ITS S-R-71 ''BLACKBIRD'' MISSIONS, BUT IT JS KNOWN THAT IN 
PAST YEARS THE PLANE HAS BEEN USED TO SPY ON CHINA AND COMMUNIST 
UIETNAN. 

IN SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA, PRESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR EDWIN MEESE 
SAID DEFENSE SECRETARY CASPAR WEINBERGER INFORMED THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE INCIDENT WHEN THE TWO MEN MET TODAY. MEESE SAID THE PRESIDENT WAS 
''CONCERNED'' ABOUT IT. JUT, MEESE SAID, THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
ANALYSTS ARE STILL EVALUATING THE SITUATION. IT WAS JUST A WEEK AGO 
THAT TWO NAUY JETS WERE FIRED ON BY LIBYAN JETS DURING MANEUUERS OUER 
THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND TWO LIBYAN JETS WERE SHOT DOWN. 

AP-WX-08-26-81 2059EDT 
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NISS ILE-PLANE 
JY FRED S. HOFFMttN 

UA• .. Hii.1-·Tii.l ·-o\ 0 NI•'"''"'I' E ·oo·r-•EUTLV l·1uuc·Ht"Ti C't:•r1111 uc1nTH KOOC'u ill .J, r.lJ, I_.;, ( H, , n n .:,~ '- H, , Hit. i•, t H, , •. , 1..ll , r.\.: n ,, r. , . r.1..11 

AT A U.S. AIR FORCE SPY PLANE MISSED THE HIGH-ALTITUDE JET BY SEUERRL 
"ILCI" THE OEUT·-•,ii.l C:AJTi IJ ... T,i!C'C· ... ,- .. 1.,Jf 11 , n,HIJ1_1;1 •:> » ,.;: .......... _,J.,HT, 

''THE CREW OF A U.S. AIR FORCE SR-71 FLY1NG IN SOUTH KOREAN AND 
INTERNATIONAL AIR SPACE REPORTED SIGHTING A CONTRAIL AND SUBSEQUENT 
AIR nuR"'T ~Cll£RA1 MTIC~ TiI~T-ilT '' T'HC pcuT·~,u CTQTC'~CUT c·1Ti ''THC' .D .J ,)1..V 11 '- 1111..1..6 11 ,nHniJ II I.. 1..11,Hul,,-. -..11111!..lll..!" .. ,H 1.I. !! I. 

INCIDENT POSED NO THREAT TO THE AIRCRAFT, WHICH LANDED SAFELY.'' 
THE "'TATCiiCNT TtITi ,rT FL.Tl" - -.•,11.-,,- TH,.. •1t10TH t,·r,l"•C'DUC· L·1c C·Ht1t1TTUt· .J 1 1..111.. 1 .I.I 1J nlJ, H, !.. T Hl_.l_.u.:.t , , l:. i••- i'I.,, 1\- it.1..11,.._, 1 .. 1 1 •- i; 1 l nU 

RT THE ''iLACKJIRD'' RECONNAISSANCE PLANE, BUT SAID, ''IF R MISSILE 
UffS Luu·r•H-- -- -··111i H-11- ·-1·nrTC,. ---hi ·u11 rue ·r - UllhltiEu ·c-" . n r.t.,, t.11, 11 1;u1.11_ll I H .,t, IJI< lj l i.H di t- ~'.Lin H,, 1 J,11.. LI, H ,,um• i'I. U, 
NISSILE SITES IN NORTH KOREA.'' 

THE SR-71, WHICH THE AIR FORCE CALLS ONE OF THE FASTEST RND 
HI "HC"T CL'Jn.1r· • Tl"•t·R-,..T T- -11rLc- 111·-E -H-u - · · · MPH ·T •• TTT11rc-· lj L.~ -, IU~•J Hli<.,.,,Hr J ,l<H .. 1.. ·-· nlJI< l,H,. "l.,IJ!JO fl I H, HL1J1u1.i1.~ 

R'DQIIC 80 000 A ~lli't·C•:-~.-,R T1i'i TUC' u-·j C·O" OI uUt' 1T 1··tt·r,o1Ec- H- cr,cu 1·_, .. , ... I) \IL. I J • ._1u1_,a.,,_._,._.,_ I I !.I II!.. C. •-•! 1 I !..ll"L. J .•I i'C.i'I. -.J it.,1,.jij 

TWO. 
Tu·c pcNTar.')•J ~atn T"C 01 ·,.1c n1111•1L11c-r1 TU THC' 11cr·uc-c·r1H-" Hrtrru· , 111.. 1.1 , il•J• " •Jil 1 JJ , ii1.. , 1..Hn1.. l u-.; _ ·.;1...ll l n 11 1... Fi1-J.l1.i .. ,.•.111 1 l i.L: l J.k,1' i 

ON A ,, Ro11·1 n,c MT·=-·=- T 1-11:.1 ,, U l lH.. !11 •J•J 1 • n 1 

THE PENTAGON REFUSED TO SAY HOW NEAR THE PLANE WAS TO THE 
DC•il j'-·o-,cr .. -,Jc liCTUCCU ··11·H -i,- •1-'"TH ··-r,E- •r- r· u·r-,T .. ··- .. c· 1.n11.1IH,d'-1..ll LIJm . .L•t..1M1..1.n ~;llul, !foll ,,IJi<, !\Ur. H IJl< LI nllit.,H KUi<di 
IT•~CI C 

I vi.I.I t 

THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT AND THE AIR FORCE RARELY DISCUSS SR-71 
OPERATIONS BUT IT IS KNOWN THAT THE PLANE HAS BEEN USED IN PAST YEARS 
TD SO'J 'HI "Har -~1 i-·thl!illlt..lti:·T 111rnrh! THc-c uu11c 01 c-.-, r.,cc-u I , I IJ1'! I.,, .inH Hn.lJ •.- 1J1111u1u•-•1 .;J1..1nH11. I! 1..!<1.. 11,.-.,,1. 111..."'''-' J.•1-1.1' 

U111"Ql:.IC Tuli!CT, nconuT•~ TT HH- ,:· vccu n,:·c--11 Tt1 out1Tt1t;ouou urir•TH vr10::-H-
''" IU 11\111-J.1 !\!..I•-•!\ I •J l I ! I •-• .1.1 !..!...n U•.1 !.. • ! •- I 11'- 1 •-•'.Ji'.11! !I 1'\.1 i<. 11 !'.\. 1'.LI 1 

THE PENTAGON SAID THERE HAUE BEEN NO SIMILAR JNCIDENTS IN THE PAST 
AND THAT NO OTHER PLANES WERE INUOLUED. 

THE .INCIDENT CONES R WEEK AFTER TWO .U.S. NAUY F-14 JETS WERE FIRED 
UPON ~y A PAIR OF LIBYAN JETS WHILE THE AMERICAN FORCES WERE 
"·ii•l'l ··r rr ... TR" I ' IT 'J -. h!- rn:u1;,..ru·· • cc T111 C',_ I,_ I v.'-,'H. •1·•' l··.L·IH- ~-.Tl~.· . THE u . TfT. t:U,1JJUt 1~1J 11 H r, 1 r,1.J 1iH1·,,_ t~ .) 1J1 I i1 - _ _ I • s. .., Is 
SHOT DOWN THE TWO LIBYAN PLANES. 
RP-WX-03-26-81 200iEDT 
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40929 MEMO 2 8/26/1981 

FOR THE RECORD, RE MISSILE FIRING ... 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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ATTACHMENT FOR 40929 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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40936 CABLE 1 8/26/1981 

261745Z AUG 81 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

Withdrawer 

LOJ 8/23/2007 

File Folder FOIA 

KOREA, NORTH- MISSILE FIRING AT SR-71 (08/26/1981-
08/27 /1981) 

F0S-023 

YANAGIHARA 

Box Number 

9 6 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

40937 CABLE 1 8/26/1981 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.5 .C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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ALLEN TO THE PRESIDENT 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

Withdrawer 

LOJ 8/23/2007 

File Folder FOIA 

KOREA, NORTH - MISSILE FIRING AT SR-71 (08/26/1981-
08/27 /1981) 

F0S-023 

YANAGIHARA 

Box Number 

9 6 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

40942 NOTES 1 8/26/1981 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information ((b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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