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MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK Ky
FROM: FRED WETTERING
SUBJECT: Liberia: Chairman Doe's Pique at US

On May 12 the Washington Post ran a piece by Leon Dash on

Liberia. In the article, the US ambassador (Bill Swing) was
described as virtually the US viceroy who instructs Doe. This
article, combined with the pressure Doe has been getting from
us on return to constitutional rule, apparently caused Doe to
lose his temper. 1S9

Last Friday he attempted
to telephone the President, with the purpose of complaining
about the ambassador - and was not put through. This irritated
him further (although it was a good call not to put the phone
call through).

According to veteran Liberia watchers, this will probably blow
over in a few weeks. Meanwhile, both State SEEEENhave
instructed their people to cool it for a;few weeks. [S)

A State memo explaining this further is attached FYI.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

3841
UNCLASSIFIED WITH

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT

June 15, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Transmittal
Attached for your information is a copy of a memorandum of

a telephone conversation which occurred on June 3, 1983,
between Fred Wettering of the NSC Staff, and Robert Moretti, a

California businessman.
. .

Robert M. Kimmitt
Executive Secretary

Attachment
Memcon
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CONPmENTIAL WENHAL -

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

On June 3, 1983, Mr. Robert Moretti, a California businessman
with interests in Liberia, and a close confidante of Liberian
Chairman Doe, called me to discuss Chairman Doe's recent pique
at the U.S. This pique was directed at the U.S. Ambassador,
primarily (according to Mr. Moretti) because the U.S. Embassy
was "pushing Doe too hard" to implement his pledge of the
return to constitutional rule in 1985. Doe's irritation was
increased when he attempted to telephone the President and was
unable to get through. Mr. Moretti asked what was my reading
of the situation and what could he tell Doe on his return?

I explained to Mr. Moretti that my reading of the current
situation was that Chairman Doe had calmed down; that he had a
very useful meeting with Ambassador Swing which seemed to have
allayed local tensions, and that I did not think anything
further from our end was called for.

I further noted that if appropriate I would explain to Chairman
Doe that with no reflection against our close relationship with
him, we do not do business by telephone. I suggested that if
Chairman Doe had an urgent thought he wished to get to the
President he could do this in one of several ways:

- Pass it to the U.S. Embassy

- Pass it to his ambassador in Washington for
delivery

- Send a special emissary

I reaffirmed that if Chairman Doe wrote to the President he
could be certain of a response if one was called for.

Mr. Moretti indicated that one thing that Chairman Doe wanted a
reading on was whether the White House would look with approval
if he chose to run for the Presidency in 1985. I stated that
the most important thing was the fulfillment of the Chairman's
pledge towards returning to constitutional rule in 1985. While
I was unable to predict the President's reaction on this I felt
that, speaking personally, I did not see any insurmountable
obstacles to this as long as proper constitutional forwms and
procedures were followed. I stressed, however, that this was
strictly my view and should not be regarded as a definitive USG

view.
Fredérick L. Weéijj;nq N
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MEMORANDUM 3974

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

CONF}DgNTIAL

June 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES ROSEBUSH

FROM: CHARLES TYSON

SUBJECT: Request for a Courtesy Call on Mrs. Reagan
by Mrs. Nancy Doe, Wife of Liberian Head
of State

Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of Liberian head of state Samuel Doe, will
be in the U.S. on a private visit during the period 15-30 June
1983. She will be in Washington June 21-23 and would like to
pay a courtesy call on Mrs. Reagan while here, if possible on

June 22. NQ

The State Department supports this request and notes the
extremely close relationship we have with Chairman Doe of
Liberia, and the significant U.S. interests in Liberia. We
also support this request and believe that such a meeting would
be helpful with our current diplomacy in Liberia. Despite our
close relations there have been occasional misunderstandings
as, with our encouragement, Chairman Doe returns Liberia to
constitutional government. (&Q

You will recall that Chairman Doe paid a working visit on the
President on August 17, 1982. (U\
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 4535 ad4 On
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June 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES ROSEBUSH
FROM: CHARLES TYSON@K

SUBJECT: Courtesy Call on Mrs. Reagan by Mrs. Doe

Attached are talking points, a bio sheet, and a list of
attendees, which have been provided by State Department for the
call on the First Lady by Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of the Liberian
Chief of State, scheduled for June 23, 11:00-11:15, in the
Yellow Oval Office.

Attachment
Material from State
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE e
BRIEFING PAPER

Background and Talking Points
for Mrs. Reagan's meeting with
Mrs. Doe on June 23, 1983 at 11:00 A.M.

Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of Liberian Head of State Samuel K. Doe,
is in the U.S. on a private visit through July 3. She arrived
in Washington on June 21. She will also spend time in New York,
Washington, and Los Angeles. This is Mrs. Doe's first trip to
the U.S. She did not accompany her husband during his official
“working visit last year when he met with President Reagan. The
meeting with Mrs. Reagan will be the highlight of Mrs. Doe's
trip and will reaffirm to the Liberians their "special relation-
ship" with the United States. It is important to note Samuel Doe
has great respect for President Reagan and sees him as a "father
figure".

Relations between the United States and Liberia have been
close since the founding of Liberia by freed American slaves in
the early 19th century. Liberia supports the U.S. closely on
all major international and regional issues. It hosts the
largest concentration of U.S. government assets in Africa,
including a Voice of American transmission and relay station,

a telecommunications relay facility that services many of our
African diplomatic posts, and a Coast Guard navigation station.
Liberia provides the U.S. guaranteed military access to its
port and international airport, the only country in West Africa
to do so. In addition, American companies have invested
approximately $300 million in Liberia, and more than 3,000
Americans reside there.

U.S. Liberian relations were strained following the 1980
coup. The new government, consisting of inexperienced military
enlisted men and pre-coup opposition political fiques, was
initially ambivalent toward the U.S., but strong U.S. support
generated a pro-American response. Our heavy involvement
with Liberian efforts to rebuild the country's economy has
further strengthened relations. The Liberians now consult
us closely on a wide range of domestic as well as international
issues. Doe has firmly rejected overtures from the Soviet
Union and Libya for warmer relations with the Eastern bloc
and radical third world countries.

PLEASE NOTE: Mrs. Doe speaks accented English. Her compre-
hension of English is also less than complete.

DECLASSIFIED
NLRR_fho7-07y¥3%49
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TALKING POINTS:

~-- I am delighted to have a chance to meet with you on
your first trip to the U.S.

-- I was impressed to learn that, in addition to seeing
something of our country, you are visiting hospitals and
playgrounds for children, as well as charitable organizations
such as the United Wway.

-- Clearly the "special relationship" between Liberia and
. the United States extends to such fundamental values as the
care and development of children.

-- I have been told you have done a great deal for children
in Liberia through your support for projects such as day care,
homes for indigent children, and the construction of playgrounds.

-- I also understand you plan to establish a women's pro-
gram to help retarded children. There is such a great need
for that kind of help throughout the worldg.

(Note-Mrs. Doe might indicate a need for money for some of

these activities, particularly the playgrounds. If so, you
might respond:

-— 1 am aware of the great need for funds for worthwhile
activities of this kind. I understand that our Embassy in

Monrovia has made a number of suggestions on possible ways to
achieve your goals.)

—= Could you tell me something about your children?
I understood they range in age from two to eight.
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Proposed Attendees for Meeting with Mrs. Reagan

11:30 a.m., June 23

us

Mrs. Saone Crocker (wife of
Assistant Secretary for African
Affairs Chester A. Crocker)

‘Mrs. Lucy Perkins (wife of
Edward Perkins, recently
Deputy Chief of Mission,
US Embassy, Monrovia)

Liberian

Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of the
Head of State

Mrs. Margaret Gbatu, wife of
the Speaker/Peoples' Redemption
Council
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BRIEFING PAPER

Background and Talking Points
for Mrs. Reagan's meeting with
Mrs. Doe on June 23, 1983 at 11:00 A.M.

Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of Liberian Head of State Samuel K. Doe,
is in the U.S. on a private visit through July 3. She arrived
in Washington on June 21. She will also spend time in New York,
Washington, and Los Angeles. This is Mrs. Doe's first trip to
the U.S. She did not accompany her husband during his official
working visit last year when he met with President Reagan. The
meeting with Mrs. Reagan will be the highlight of Mrs. Doe's
trip and will reaffirm to the Liberians their "special relation-
ship" with the United States. It is important to note Samuel Doe
has great respect for President Reagan and sees him as a "father
figure".

Relations between the United States and Liberia have been
close since the founding of Liberia by freed American slaves in
the early 19th century. Liberia supports the U.S. closely on
all major international and regional issues. It hosts the
largest concentration of U.S. government assets in Africa,
including a Voice of America transmission and relay station,

a telecommunications relay facility that services many of our
African diplomatic posts, and a Coast Guard navigation station.
Liberia provides the U.S. guaranteed military access to its
port and international airport, the only country in West Africa
to do so. In addition, American companies have invested
approximately $300 million in Liberia, and more than 3,000
Americans reside there.

U.S. Liberian relations were strained following the 1980
coup. The new government, consisting of inexperienced military
enlisted men and pre-coup opposition political figures, was
initially ambivalent toward the U.S., but strong U.S. support
generated a pro-American response. Our heavy involvement
with Liberian efforts to rebuild the country's economy has
further strengthened relations. The Liberians now consult
us closely on a wide range of domestic as well as international
issues. Doe has firmly rejected overtures from the Soviet
Union and Libya for warmer relations with the Eastern bloc
and radical third world countries.

PLEASE NOTE: Mrs. Doe speaks accented English. Her compre-
hension of English is also less than complete.
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TALKING POINTS:

-- I am delighted to have a chance tc meet with you on
your first trip to the U.S.

-- I was impressed to learn that, in addition to seeing
something of our country, you are visiting hospitals and
playgrounds for children, as well as charitable organizations
such as the United Way.

-- Clearly the "special relationship" between Liberia and
the United States extends to such fundamental values as the
care and development of children.

-- I have been told you have done a great deal for children
in Liberia through your support for projects such as day care,
homes for indigent children, and the construction of playgrounds.

—-- I also understand you plan to establish a women's pro-
gram to help retarded children. There is such a great need
for that kind of help throughout the world.

(Note-Mrs. Doe might indicate a need for money for some of
these activities, particularly the playgrounds. If so, you
might respond:

-—- I am aware of the great need for funds for worthwhile
activities of this kind. I understand that our Embassy in
Monrovia has made a number of suggestions on possible ways to
achieve your goals.)

——- Could you tell me something about your children?
I understood they range in age from two to eight.
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Proposed Attendees for Meeting with Mrs. Reagan
11:30 a.m., June 23

us Liberian
Mrs. Saone Crocker (wife of Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of the
Assistant Secretary for African Head of State

Affairs Chester A. Crocker)

Mrs. Margaret Gbatu, wife of
Mrs. Lucy Perkins (wife of the Speaker/Peoples' Redemption
Edward Perkins, recently Council
Deputy Chief of Mission,
US Embassy, Monrovia)
























S/S 8317661
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

" June 8, 1983

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK
THE WHITE HOUSE

B3 AM-8 P7:33

SUBJECT: Regquest for a Courtesy Call on Mrs., Reagan by
Mrs. Nancy Doe, Wife of Liberian Head of State

Mrs. Nancy Doe, wife of Liberian Head of State Samuel Doe,
will be in the US on a private visit during the period June
15~30. In coordination with the Phelps-Stokes Fund, she will
visit New York, Washington, and Chicago. Mrs. Doe will be in
Washington June 21-23, The Liberian Embassy has told us she
would like to pay a courtesy call on Mrs. Reagan while in
washington, if possible on June 22,

The State Department fully supports this request. Liberia,
founded by freed American slaves in 1822, is our oldest and
closest friend in Africa. The Doe Liberian government is as
pro-American as its predecessor. The largest concentration of
US government assets on the continent is located in Liberia, in-
cluding a major Voice of America transmitter, a Coast Guard
navigation station and a diplomatic telecommunications facility
serving nearly thirty US embassies. The country also hosts the
second largest block of US private investment in black Africa,
cente®ed”in iron ore and rubber, and is one of our major African
trading partners. Liberia uses the U.S. dollar as its official

currency and most US owned merchant shipping flies the Liberian
flag.

»”h.
" Yhed

The State Department believes it would be entirely appro-

priate for Mrs. Reagan to receive Mrs. Doe, the First Lady of an
African nation with which we have extremely close relations.

Charles Lill

Executive Secretary

DECLASSIFIED
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

6305
Septembér 13, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Liberian Ambassador to the United States
(S/S 8327281)

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation
of the Department of State that the appointment of Mr. George
Toe Washington as Ambassador-Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Liberia to the United States would be
agreeable to the Government of the United States. You are

requested to so inform the Government of the Republic of
Liberia.

Robert M. Kimmitt
Executive Secretary









CONFbeNTIAL
)

BIOGRAPHY - George Toe Washington

Republic of Liberia

George Toe Washington, the individual the Government of
Liberia proposes as the next Liberian Ambassador to the United
States, was born in Barclayville, Liberia on April 15, 1930.

A career Liberian military officer from 1955 until 1971, he was
the Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of Liberia in the period
1965-70. He attained the rank of Adjutant General in 1965. 1In
1970-71, General Washington served as Advisor to the President of
Liberia on Military Affairs. General Washington was educated in
Ghana, Liberia, and the United States. He graduated from the
United States Quartermaster School at Fort Lee, Virginia in 1956.
He later attended the Command and General Staff College at

Fort Leavenworth. He graduated there in 1964 with a Masters
Degree in Military Art and Science. General Washington also
studied at the University of Liberia Law School and the Liberian
Foreign Service Institute. General Washington received a degree
from that Institute in 1960.

During the 1970's, General Washington served the Liberian
Government in a number of civilian capacities. He was the
Special Assistant to the Minister of Education from 1973-1975.

In 1977 General Washington was appointed Superintendent of
Liberia's Kru Coast Territory. He remained in that position
until 1981 when he was posted to Beijing as the Liberian
Ambassador to the People's Republic of China. General Washington
is presently in Beijing.

General Washington has received a number of awards and
decorations from various organizations. He has been named a
fellow of the International Biographic Association and has
lectured on military logistics in several African nations. He
holds military-related decorations from Morocco, Central African
Republic, Togo, Chad, Mauritania, Tunisia, etc. General
Washington was a member of the Liberian delegation to the OAU
in 1976 and 1970. General Washington was president of the
St. Thomas Episcopal Chapel Men from 1976-77.

A thorough search of U.S. Governments sources reveals no
grounds for objection.
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AMEASSADOR WASHINGION, CURRENTLY SERVING AS LIBERIA’S - GENERAL STAFF CCLLEGE, FORTY
AKBASSADOR TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHIKA, WOULD - LEAVEHWORTH, KANSAS, USA, IN 1954
REPLACE AMBASSADOR JOSEPH GUANNU. ACCORDING TO AKBASSADOR - WITH MASTERS’ DEGREE IN MILITARY
DURING, AMBASSADOR GUANMU WILL BE REASSIGMED AS LIBERIA’S - ART AND SCIEKCE

REPRESENTATIVE TG THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHIIA.

AMBASSADOR GUANNU IS BEING tHFORMED OF THIS REASSIGNMENT - ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY OF LIEERIA

THIS WEEKEND. - LAY SCHOOL - DD HOT COMPLETE DUE
, - TO TRANSFLR FRCM MCHMROVIA TO KRY
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- THE MiNISTRY OF FCREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUELIC OF
LIBERIA PRESENTS 115 COMPLIMENTE TO THE DEPARTMENT CF
STATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HAS THE HONOR

TO CONVEY THE WisH OF THE GOVERWMENT OF It REPUBL!C OF
LIBERIA TO APPOINT MR. GEORGE TOE WASHINGTON AS AMBASSADOR
EXTRAOKDINARY AND PLENIPOTEWTIARY OF THE KEPUBLIC CF
LIBERIA TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

- THE BINISTRY OF FDREIGN AFFAiRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF
LIBERIA, THEREFORE, REQUESTS THE AGREMENT OF THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE APFOIHTMENT
OF MR. GEORGE TOE WASHINGTON AS AMBASSADOR EXTRACRDINSRY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF LIBERIA TO THE UNITED STATES OF
AHERICA.

- THE CURRICULUM VITAE OF HR. GLORGE TOE WASHIKGTOW
1S THERETO ATTACHED

- "THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFF&IRS OF THE REPUBLIC CF
LIBERIA AVAILS ITSELF CF THIS OPPCRTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE CF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE
ASSURANCES OF 1TS HIGHEST CONSIDERAT!ON AND ESTEEM
MONROVIA, AUGUST 31, 1883

- CURRICULUM VITAE i

NAHE: GEORGE TOE WASHINGTON

DATE OF BIRTH: APRIL 15, 1838

PLECE OF EIRTH: BARCLAYVILLE, KRU COAST TERRITORY
- LiBERIA

HERITAL STATUS: MARRIED TO MRS. BARBARE HUTCHING DECLASS!FEED
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