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<DIST>SIT: VAX
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<ORIG>FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS
<TO>TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9507

<SUBJ>SUBJECT: GREEK PRESS ACCOUNTS OF DETENTION OF
- PALESTINIAN TERRORIST

<TEXT> y

O N F T D—E—N—T—F—- Lx S S/alo
LMITED-OEFPFEFAE—HSE SECTION 01 OF 02 ATHENS 08953
TERREP

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PREL, PTER, GR

SUBJECT: GREEK PRESS ACCOUNTS OF DETENTION OF

- PALESTINIAN TERRORIST

1. TWO ATHENS DAILIES JUNE 6 CARRIED ACCOUNTS OF
GREEK GOVERNMENT DETENTION OF AN ACCUSED
PALESTINIAN TERRORIST. EMBASSY TRANSLATIONS OF
TEXTS OF ARTICLES FOLLOWS.

2. THE FOLLOWING STORY, DATELINED WASHINGTON,
APPEARED JUNE 6 ON PAGE 10 OF THE PRO-GOVERNMENT
AFTERNOON DAILY "ELEFTHEROTYPIA."

HEADLINE: "GREEK 'NO' TO U.S.A. FOR THE
EXTRADITION OF THE PALESTINIAN"

BEGIN TEXT:

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT
SEEMS TO HAVE REFUSED TO EXTRADITE A PALESTINIAN
TO THE U.S.A. WHO IS SAID TO BE HELD BY THE GREEK
AUTHORITIES FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT IN TERRORIST
ACTIONS.

IT IS AUTHORITATIVELY CONFIRMED THAT THIS FACT
PROVOKED AN AMERICAN DEMARCHE LAST WEEK TO
ATHENS WHICH EXPRESSED THE 'DISSATISFACTION’ OF
WASHINGTON OVER THE 'UNWILLINGNESS’ OF THE
GOVERNMENT TO APPEAR COOPERATIVE TO THE AMERICAN
REQUEST.

IN ANY CASE, APPARENTLY ALL THE AMERICAN MOVES
WERE VERY 'DISCREET,’ EVIDENTLY IN ORDER TO
AVOID 'COMPLICATIONS’ ON THE BASES ISSUE.

IN FACT THE GOVERNMENT REMINDED WASHINGTON OF
THESE 'COMPLICATIONS,’ WITH 'REPORTS’ PUBLISHED
THAT THE NOTIFICATION PAPER FOR THE AGREEMENT IS
BEING PREPARED.

SPECIFICALLY, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROM
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, THE GREEK
AUTHORITIES ARE HOLDING A PALESTINIAN BY THE
NAME OF MOHAMED RASHID, WHO IS SAID TO BE
INVOLVED IN THE HIJACKING OF THE PAN-AM PLANE IN
1982 AND IN THE TWA EXPLOSION IN 1986, WHILE THE
PLANE WAS FLYING THE ROME-ATHENS-CAIRO ROUTE.

AN EXPLOSION OCCURRED ON THE PLANE SHORTLY BEFORE
IT LANDED IN ATHENS AND FOUR PEOPLE WERE KILLED,

Lo
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THREE OF WHOM WERE GREEK-AMERICANS FROM BALTIMORE.
ACCORDING TO THE SAME REPORTS, GREECE REFUSES TO
TURN OVER TO THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES THE
PALESTINIAN SAID TO BE HELD AND IT IS CLAIMED THAT
IT PLANS TO RELEASE HIMNM.

THE DEADLINE OF THE REQUEST FOR THE EXTRADITION OF
THE PALESTINIAN WHICH WAS SUBMITTED BY THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO GREECE EXPIRED ON FRIDAY
NIGHT.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT LAST YEAR'S AMERICAN
CLAIMS IN THE ABU NIDAL CASE WERE FOCUSED ON
INFORMATION ACCORDING TO WHICH PRESUMABLY
OFFICIALS OF THIS ORGANIZATION HAD COME IN CONTACT
WITH GREEK OFFICIALS FOR THE RELEASE OF SUSPECTED
PALESTINIANS DETAINED BY GREEK AUTHORITIES.

BECAUSE OF THE WEEKEND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO HAVE
AN OFFICIAL REPLY FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE RELATIVE TO INFORMATION ABOUT THE AMERICAN
REQUEST FOR THE EXTRADITION OF THE SAID
PALESTINIAN.

IT IS RECALLED THAT THERE IS NO AGREEMENT BETWEEN
GREECE AND THE U.S.A. FOR THE EXTRADITION OF
INDIVIDUALS WANTED BY JUSTICE (FOR CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION.) CONSEQUENTLY, THE SATISFACTION OF
REQUESTS OF THIS NATURE LIES IN THE ’'DISCREET
EASE’ OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS.

IT IS RECALLED THAT THE GREEK REFUSAL IN THIS CASE
HAS CAUSED 'TENSION’ IN THE RELATIONS OF THE TWO
COUNTRIES AND IT IS CONJECTURED THAT THE
PAPANDREOU-KEELEY MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY ON THE
IN;TIATIVE OF THE LATTER CONCERNED PRECISELY THIS
—-eN——+F—-IF-DB-EN"T T2~
LIMITED—OFPFFCTALT—YSE—SECTION 02 OF 02 ATHENS 08953
TERREP

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PREL, PTER, GR

SUBJECT: GREEK PRESS ACCOUNTS OF DETENTION OF
MATTER. END TEXT.

3. THE CONSERVATIVE "APOGEVMATINI" ALSO ON JUNE 6
RAN THE FOLLOWING STORY ON PAGE 5:

(HEADLINE) "GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO EXTRADITE
PALESTINIAN TO THE USA CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE FOR
HIJACKING OF TWA PLANE"

BEGIN TEXT. GREEK-AMERICAN RELATIONS ARE IN A NEW
TOUGH PHASE BECAUSE THE GREEK GOVERNMENT REFUSES
—— ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM A CORRESPONDENT IN
WASHINGTON —-- TO EXTRADITE A PALESTINIAN WHO IS IN
GREECE AND IS BEING ACCUSED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICE AS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HIJACKING IN
1982 OF A PAN-AM PLANE AND THE EXPLOSION IN 1986
ON A TWA PLANE, WHERE FOUR PEOPLE DIED, THREE OF
WHOM WERE GREEK-AMERICANS.

IN A CONVERSATION THE "APOGEVMATINI" HAD WITH A
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO DID NOT WISH TO BE NAMED,
SO THAT HE COULD CLARIFY OUR PRESS INVESTIGATION,
THE DEMARCHE BY THE USA WAS INDIRECTLY CONFIRMED,
AFTER HE SAID THAT "THE ENTIRE MATTER IS IN THE
JURISDICTION OF GREEK JUSTICE." IN OTHER WORDS:
THEY ASKED US (EDITOR'S NOTE: ADMIT THE GOVERNMENT



" OFFICIALS) FOR THE EXTRADITION, BUT WE REFERRED
THEM TO THE FORMALITY, THAT AUTHORITY FOR THE
EXTRADITION IS IN THE GREEK COURTS.

U S. AMBASSADOR ROBERT KEELEY, WHO SUDDENLY
VISITED THE PRIME MINISTER ONE NIGHT LAST WEEK,
WAS ASKING PRECISELY FOR THIS ON THE PART OF THE
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. FOR GREECE TO FACILITATE THE
PROCEDURES FOR THE EXTRADITION OF PALESTINIAN
MOHAMED RASHID, WHO IS BEING ACCUSED BY THE
PROSECUTING AUTHORITIES OF THE USA FOR THE ABOVE
TERRORIST ACTS, ACCORDING TO A CORRESPONDENCE
WHICH THE STATION ’'ANTENNA' TRANSMITTED YESTERDAY.
IN ANY CASE, THIS ISSUE HAS TAKEN ON EXPLOSIVE
DIMENSIONS AND IS THREATENING TO COOL OFF THE
PROCEDURE FOR THE BASES AGREEMENT, BECAUSE THE
REAGAN GOVERNMENT IS ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE TO
MATTERS OF CONFRONTING TERRORISM.

HOWEVER, YESTERDAY A GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER, IN
ORDER TO MISDIRECT THE REAL REASON WHY MR. KEELEY
VISITED PAPANDREOU, WROTE THAT THE AMERICAN
AMBASSADOR HAD WANTED TO PUT PRESSURE SO THAT A
STRICT TAX AUDIT WOULD NOT BE MADE OF OIL
COMPANIES THAT REPRESENT AMERICAN INTERESTS.

THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN, WHO WAS ASKED ABOUT THE
ACCURACY OF THIS ARTICLE, REFERRED US TO THE
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, WHICH WAS CLOSED LAST NIGHT,
EVIDENTLY SO THAT IT WOULD NOT BE OBLIGED TO DENY
THE ARTICLE. END TEXT.

4. PAO PLANS TO MEET WITH GOG PRESS SPOKESMAN
MORNING OF JUNE 7 TO ASCERTAIN WHAT SPOKESMAN
PLANS TO SAY IF HE GETS INQUIRIES AT HIS NOON
BRIEFING FOR GREEK JOURNALISTS. POST WILL
FORWARD RECOMMENDATION TO DEPARTMENT FOLLOWING
THAT MEETING. KEELEY

<SECT>SECTION: 01 OF 02<SSN> 8953<STOR> 880606113442 MSG000202908882
<SECT>SECTION: 02 OF 02<SSN> 8953<STOR> 880606113508 MSG000202908908
<TOR>880606114230 "
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<ORIG> AP

<TOR> 880613082428 v
<TEXT>R I PM-GREECE-~US 06-13 0317
PM-GREECE-US, 0380

ARAB SUSPECTED OF BOMBING TWO U.S. JETS FACES PASSPORT CHARGE IN
GREECE

ATHENS, GREECE (AP) A PALESTINIAN SUSPECTED OF PLACING BOMBS
ABOARD TWO U.S. JETLINERS THAT KILLED FIVE PEOPLE WILL BE TRIED IN
ATHENS ON CHARGES OF ENTERING GREECE ON A FORGED PASSPORT, A
SECURITY OFFICIAL SAID TODAY.

THE PALESTINIAN, MOHAMMED RASHID, 34, HAS BEEN HELD AT GREEK
SECURITY POLICE HEADQUARTERS SINCE A TIP FROM THE U.S. EMBASSY LED
TO HIS ARREST JUNE 1 AT ATHENS AIRPORT.

THE UNITED STATES IS SEEKING RASHID'S EXTRADITION FOR HIS
ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN THE BOMBINGS OF THE U.S. JETS OVER HAWAII IN
1982 AND OVER GREECE IN 1986.

''"WE UNDERSTAND THAT RASHID IS TO BE TRIED FOR COMING INTO
GREECE WITH FALSE TRAVEL DOCUMENTS. THE QUESTION OF HIS EXTRADITION
THEREFORE DOESN'T ARISE AT THIS STAGE,'' SAID THE OFFICIAL, WHO
SPOKE ON CONDITION OF ANONYMITY.

ACCORDING TO POLICE, RASHID ENTERED GREECE ON A FAKE SYRIAN
PASSPORT. IF CONVICTED, HE COULD RECEIVE AN 18-24 MONTH SENTENCE
FOR TRAVELING ON FORGED DOCUMENTS, THE SECURITY OFFICIAL SAID.

' '"UNDER NORMAL PRACTICE, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR EXTRADITION
PROCEEDINGS TO BE STARTED AFTER HE HAS FINISHED SERVING THE PRISON
TERM,'' THE SECURITY OFFICIAL SAID.

THE OFFICIAL SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT ANY DATE HAD BEEN SET
FOR RASHID'S TRIAL. IN THE CROWDED ATHENS JUDICIAL SYSTEM, SUSPECTS
MAY BE HELD FOR UP TO 10 MONTHS BEFORE THEIR CASE IS HEARD.

GREECE HAS FOLLOWED SIMILAR PROCEDURES IN THE PAST WHEN FACED
WITH EXTRADITION REQUESTS FOR ALLEGED TERRORISTS.

A JORDANIAN ARRESTED IN GREECE IN 1982 IS STILL AWAITING
EXTRADITION TO ITALY, WHERE HE IS WANTED FOR ALLEGEDLY PLOTTING AN
ATTACK AGAINST THE ROME SYNAGOGUE THAT KILLED A SMALL BOY.

RASHID, BELIEVED TO BE AN EXPLOSIVES EXPERT, IS SUSPECTED OF
PLACING A SOPHISTICATED DEVICE THAT WENT OFF ABOARD A TWA JET ON A
ROME-ATHENS FLIGHT IN APRIL 1986 AS IT FLEW OVER SOUTHERN GREECE.
FOUR PEOPLE, INCLUDING A BABY, DIED WHEN THEY WERE BLASTED OUT OF
THE AIRCRAFT.

RASHID ALSO ALLEGEDLY PLACED A BOMB ABOARD A PAN AM JUMBO JET
THAT EXPLODED AS THE PLANE WAS COMING IN TO LAND AT HONOLULU ON A
FLIGHT FROM TOKYO IN 1982. A JAPANESE TEEN-AGER WAS KILLED AND 15
PASSENGERS WERE INJURED.

AP-NY-06-13-88 0824EDT-~
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141339 DIS,MEA,CRI :AM-GREECE-SHIP (SCHEDULED, EXPECT PIX)
PALESTINIAN JAILED FOR SEVEN MONTHS IN GREECE

BY COSTAS PARIS

ATHENS, JULY 14, REUTER - A PALESTINIAN HIJACK SUSPECT,
WHOSE DETENTION IN GREECE MAY HAVE PROMPTED A BLOODY ATTACK ON A
TOURIST SHIP, WAS SENTENCED TO SEVEN MONTHS IN JAIL ON THURSDAY
FOR ENTERING THE COUNTRY WITH A FALSE PASSPORT.

A COURT HANDED DOWN THE SENTENCE ON MOHAMMED RASHID, 34, WHO
IS WANTED BY THE UNITED STATES FOR A BOMB ATTACK ON A PAN
AMERICAN ATRLINES PIANE IN 1982 WHICH KILLED ONE PERSON.

GREEK POLICE HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATING THE POSSIBILITY THAT A
GUERRILIA ASSAULT ON A GREEK TOURIST SHIP ON MONDAY WAS STAGED
TO BLACKMAIL AUTHORITIES INTO RELEASING RASHID.

NINE PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND 80 WOUNDED WHEN GUERRILLAS
OPENED FIRE WITH SUB-MACHINE GUNS AND THREW GRENADES ON THE
PLEASURE BOAT CITY OF POROS AS IT NEARED ATHENS.

ILAWYERS FOR RASHID SAID THEY WOULD APPEAL AGAINST THE
VERDICT AND THAT HE WOULD STAY IN PRISON PENDING THE APPEAL.
GREEK OFFICIALS HAVE SAID THEY ARE STUDYING AN AMERICAN REQUEST
FOR EXTRADITION.

RASHID IS ALSO SUSPECTED OF INVOLVEMENT IN A BOMB ATTACK ON
A TRANS WORLD AIRLINES PILANE OVER GREECE IN 1986 WHICH KILLED
FOUR PEOPLE.

RASHID TOLD THE COURT: "I AM A FIGHTER FOR A GROUP THAT
BELONGS TO THE PLO (PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANISATION). MY
STRUGGLE IS CONFINED TO THE OCCUPIED LANDS." HE WAS REFERRING TO
TERRITORY OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL DURING THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR.

A POLICE OFFICER TOLD THE COURT RASHID WAS ARRESTED LAST
MAY. AFTER CHECKING HIS FINGER~-PRINTS THEY FOUND HE HAD BEEN
ARRESTED IN ATHENS IN NOVEMBER 1973 FOR TRYING TO SMUGGLE IN 15
KG (35 LB) OF HASHISH.

HE WAS SENTENCED THEN TO 10 YEARS IN JAIL BUT RELEASED IN
1976 AND LEFT THE COUNTRY, THE POLICE OFFICER SAID.

THE PALESTINIAN INSISTED THAT HE HAD NEVER BEEN IN GREECE
BEFORE AND THAT HIS NAME WAS THAT GIVEN ON THE FORGED PASSPORT
-~ MOHAMMED HADDAD HALLIL.

"EVEN IF THE PASSPORT IS FORGED, THE NAME IS RIGHT," HE TOLD
THE COURT. "IT IS ONLY NATURAL THAT MY PASSPORT WAS FALSE. WE
PALESTINIANS DO NOT HAVE A COUNTRY."

RASHID SAID: "I WAS GIVEN THE PASSPORT BY MY SUPERIORS. I
CAME TO GREECE ON MAY 26 WITH A FOUR-DAY TRANSIT VISA AND THEN I
WAS TO TRAVEL TO A CAMP. I HAVE NEVER BEEN IN GREECE BEFORE.!

HE GAVE NO FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE CAMP.

HEAVY SECURITY SURROUNDED THE COURT IN CENTRAL ATHENS AND
ONLY JOURNALISTS WERE ALLOWED TO ENTER.

RASHID TOLD THE COURT HE LEARNED OF THE ATTACK ON THE CITY
OF POROS IN THE NEWSPAPERS. HE SAID THE ATTACK WAS AN AMERICAN
PLAN AIMED AT DISCREDITING THE PLO AND THEIR CAUSE.

"IT WAS AN AMERICAN PLAN THAT THE SHIP ATTACK WOULD BE
CONNECTED TO REQUESTS FOR MY RELEASE," HE SAID. GREEK OFFICIALS
HAVE NEVER SAID PUBLICLY THAT THEY RECEIVED SUCH REQUESTS.

RASHID SPOKE IN ARABIC DURING THE TRIAL AND AN OFFICIAL FROM
THE PLO DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN ATHENS TRANSLATED. ANOTHER
OFFICIAL FROM THE PLO MISSION WAS PRESENT DURING THE TRIAL.

THERE HAVE BEEN TWO CLAIMS OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ATTACK




>

ON THE TOURIST SHIP, ONE IN PARIS AND ONE IN BEIRUT. GREEK
OFFICIALS HAVE DECLINED TO COMMENT ON THEIR AUTHENTICITY.

BUT FOREIGN MINISTER KAROLOS PAPOULIAS SAID ON THURSDAY THAT
OTHER CALLS HAD BEEN MADE.

"THERE ARE TWO CLAIMS OF RESPONSIBILITY," HE TOLD REPORTERS,
APPARENTLY REFERRING TO THE CALLS IN PARIS AND BEIRUT. "BUT I
MUST TELL YOU THAT CALLS ARE BEING MADE FROM SOURCES THAT CANNOT
BE IDENTIFIED OUTSIDE GREECE."

IN BUDAPEST, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SAID TWO HUNGARIANS WHO
WERE ABOARD THE CITY OF POROS WERE STILL MISSING.

IT SAID IN A STATEMENT THAT A HUNGARIAN WHO WAS ON THE SHIP
TOLD THE HUNGARIAN EMBASSY IN ATHENS THAT TWO OF HIS RELATIVES
WHO HAD BEEN WITH HIM HAD DISAPPEARED.

REUTER CP RDW
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TERRORIST SUSPECT
15 JAILED IN GREECE

Palestinian Sought by U.S.
Gets 7 Months for Using.
Forged Syria Passport

Special to The New York Times

ATHENS, July 14 — A Palestinian
sought by the United States on charges
- of involvement in two midair bomb at-
 tacks was sentenced today to seven
" months’ imprisonment on charges of
. entering Greece with."a forged Syrian
passport.

At the same time, Greece charged
the United States with orchestrating a
press campaign on the terrorism issue

. to undermine the Greek Government
- and to force it to sign an agreement on
American military bases here.
_ The Palestinian, Mohammed Rashid,
. who is 35 years old, is awaiting an ex-
tradition hearing. He was also con-
victed on a hashish-trafficking charge
in Greece in 1973.

The defendant, who was arrested at
Athens airport May 30 on a tip by the
American authorities, is sought by the

~United States on charges that he was
involved in bomb attacks against
.American passenger planes, one in
1982 and the other in 1986, that left five
r}[:eop)e dead and dozens wounded. At
trial he denied the charges.

If the evidence is found to be inade-

quate for extradition, he will be ex-
. pelled to a country of his choice.

Describes P.L.O. Ties

Mr. Rashid said he belonged to an or-
ganization called Palestinian Libera-
tion, which he described as a branch of

Zthe Palestine Liberation Organization.
He added that officials of the organiza-
tion had provided him with the Syrian

' passport.

On the issue of criticizing Greece, a
.Government spokesman, Sotiris Kosto-
.poulos, said: '“The truth is being fabri-
«cated against Greece. Always, when-
ever we are in the midst of negotiations
over the U.S. bases, the usual circles
try to pass on blackmail messages tc
‘overcome the determination of the
Greek Government."

The statement was made to the
Greek and foreign press as the Greek
authorities continued to search for the
perpetrators of an attack on a Greek
excursion ship Monday that left 9 peo-

- ple dead and 98 wounded.

> will carry 5 to 10 Greek commandos.

2 Groups Claim Responsibility

Police officials said today that they
_believed that a 2l-year-old French
woman, originally mistakenly believed
to be a member of a terrorist group,
. might be among the victinrs. They alsc
. said that a young Moroccan woman,
orlgmally listed as a suspect, had been
found and was no longer believed tc
have been involved.

Two groups, Islamic Holy War and
Martyrs of the Palestinian People’s
Revolution, have so far claimed re-
-sponsibility.

In Washington, the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, William H. Webster,
said the attack had the hallmarks of
the Palestinian group led by Abu Nidal,

-which he said had three members in
Greek jails.

In an attempt to curb damage to
Greek tourism, Merchant Marine
Minister Evangelos Yannopoulos told
Parliament late last night that from
now on all Greek passenger vessels
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