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The 'N'lshington P?st 

• T>-e '4ew Y?rk '!';.,es 

The Wast11ngton Times 

~~!_!~!_~~~~_:i.~!!~~~~~~~:_~!__:~.:..~~~ n :e Wall Street Journal -----

HE EVERGREEN STO RV 
The Christian Science Monitor 

New York Daily News ----
USA Today --------
The Chicago Tribune ____ _ o An Oregon aviation company 

with links to the CIA emerges as 
an intriguing enlfty Inat thrives on 
both covert and commercial work 

0&6MUtN C<!>!i>) 

AS puaus~ coT a::t;J! 
s~ Basso; a CIA spokeswoman in Washington, , 

D.C., said that, as a matter Qf policy, the agency nei- . 
ther conftnnectnor denied the existence of any "con- · 
~Ol'PfOllDtaryrU~"-·-' - --- : 

By LAUREN COWEN Md JAMES LONG al.,,,. Or.,anil/tfl... . 

T wo years ago. when the Defense Departmeat' 
needed an undercover jetlinel to Oy secret u... 
ti-terrorist teams, their weapons and their 1 

equipment to world trouble spots, it called on Ever- ·~ 
green International Airlines. 

Laat year, when the State Depanment's .Bureau r!-.. 
International · · 
·Na Ec.otic&· 
Mattm-s need-.-
ed a company 
to help fly 
troops on tac· _ 
tical raid& int() ... 
remote drua· ~ 

areas of Cen-
cultivation ·1 
tral~ ~utb _ ........., . ·;g-... ~ ...... -Amenca, it ealllil dit :z;ww.• · ,. - ~. 

In an era w~ ~-Unties· Qo1f ·~ 
have dominated the new9, Eve ~ 
Aviation Inc .. a privately owned h com 
based at McMiDD.~~~·Gf ~s 
country; bas emer1i4'H' a sort of 11.! hoc gove 
ment air arm that tllrivel on a combinatibn of cov 
and commerdal work -·. 

Government paycbeck1. moai·- for ~lllllierc:WI 
jobJ. hne euabiol'8d the compan ' ti!IMI' • 
helped it stay in~ True to · · . 
Evergreen ia ""ln6re than just an airline.. .. ~t- MilW 
drup and communism. rues misaiomrta. llUdl -_. 
missiles and does It all wrapped ia a cloak of p•tth t • 

~~~r;::~~~D1 --·~maze~ 
other avi&Doa .- flnaDcial subetcUarlea ptbeM!I 
under U. . . lnternatioul Avtatiop bannflri 
have tbr '· IUIDond to be cJosely tied to tba· 
CIA. ·.·· I 

E and principal owner, Deltonl-f 
M. Smith. one agreement under whieb..9 
his companiel )li'o\Qdl occasional jobs and cover 
foreign nationat. tbe CIA wants ta.ken.out of othe .1 
countries or brouaht into the United States. However, ; 
neither Smith nor CIA officials would say whether : 
any broader agreement existed. 

CONTINUED 

Smitb.said llt..oormallY WOWdn't know if or when · 
EV811?9en did W~tnill!ptbeClk· .. . 

"l want lo ...-1t ~j CleU-~ f believe in· 
their cause," Stntt!naid. "I think America needs it. ; 
and it worries me_ that we're in a decline. And I thinkJ 
that we've done more for 1be worJd than any other 
countrf tn tbcbistory oflh*'oal!lrdl.·BUt I respect: 
what they've done. And we donTknow· I 

when we supported them and when we 
didn't - as a contract carrier." 
· Whatever its ties to the CIA, Evergreen 
over tbe years bas forged a very special 
relationship with the U.S. government It is 
based·on a network of well-<:onnected "good 
old bors." many of whom have military or 
CIA. backgrounds and friendships going 
back for decades. 

Some are inside the company. Others are 
scattered through government agencies 
and other aviation companies. A number or 
former CIA operatives - pilots, field 
agents and desk men - have been on the 
Evergreen payroll ' 

Evergreen is the world's seventh-largest• 
helicopter ~pan_y and a giant in the sup­
plemental airline mdustry. With revenues , 
of about $23.1 million last year and as many , 
as 2.300 employees, it is one of Oregon's 
largest privately held corporations. It bas. 
operated fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft J 
around the world - from Syria to Somalia. 
Ecuador to India, El Salvador to Angola 
Bolivia to Brunei - 87 countries in all . ' 

It has sprayed marijuana crops in Mexi­
co, ~ocusts in Niger and rice-stem borers in 
l»akistan. It has tracked ice floes in the Arc­
tic and built power lines in China. 
: It has provided security for Pope John 
Paul II and has flown the late Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran and 
assorted seekers or holders of high office in 
the United States - Richard M. Nixon, 
Gerald R. Ford, Bob Dole, Edwin Meese ill 
~d Henry A. Kissinger among them. Occa­
sionally its aircraft have been shot at -
once even shot in. 



A review of hundreds of records 
obtained under the federal Freedom of 
Information Act. together with interviews 

1 with scores of fonner and cllITent employ­
ees, government officials and aviation 
insiders, shows that Evergreen is distin­
guished not only by its clients and contacts 
but 3.lso by the kind of work it does. For 
example, the company: 

• Plays a role in a supersecret anti-ter­
rorist program. Evergreen is · paid more 
than $4 million a year to keep on call a spe­
cially configured Boeing 727. modified for 
long-range flight, in case it's needed to fly 
anti-terrorist teams to the site of a hijack· 
ing, an embassy incident or another emer­
gency. Actual air time costs extra. The con· 

; tract to fly elite combat units of the kind 
that were used in Grenada and to support 
CIA activities in Central America gives the 
company a foothold in the Defense Depart­
ment's secret "black" operations. 

•Had a contract to deliver weapons to 
the Egyptian armed forces, with return . 
flights from Cairo stopping in Tel Aviv to . 
pick up rocket igniters and propellants to 
be flown back to the United States from 
Israel Military Industries. The return ship­
ments were unloaded in Sanford, Fla., for 
the McDonnell Douglas Corp. 

In delivering weapons to Cairo, Ever­
green dealt with two Egyptian colonels who 
were identified June 24 as taking part in an 
alleged conspiracy to smuggle high-technol­
ogy materials - carbon composites and 
rocket fuel components - from the United 
States to Egypt. U.S. Department of Justice 
investigators said the materials could have 
been used to improve Egyptian missiles. 
Evergreen had no part in the smuggling 
case, but U.S. Customs Service agents are 
investigating other possible cases, as well 
as the Evergreen flights. 

• Became the first civilian corporation 
to operate in El Salvador's civil-war zones, 
through a contract with the Agency for 
International Development. and then used 
its helicopters on some tasks not called for 
in the contract. One such mission was to fly 
Salvadoran. President Jose Napoleon 
Duarte's daughter back to sa!ety after she 
was released by rebel kidnappers. 

• Took a commercial contract in 1982 
with Marxist Angola - a country with 
which the United States has no diplomatic 
relations and whose government was kept 
in power through 13 years of civil war by 
40.000 Cuban troops and 2.000 Soviet ad-

visers. Evergreen Helicopters was to fly 
workers to Angolan oil fields . 

Larry Price. a former CIA contract pilot 
who headed the project, said Robert D. Fox. 
an Evergreen executive. had told him it 
was intended as an intelligence operation. 

"Not really. No," said Fox, who at the 
time headed Evergreen Helicopters. 

Southern Air Transport Inc. of Miami, 
once wholly owned by the CIA and now a 
private company run by ex-Evergreen exec­
utives and deeply involved in the Iran.Con­
tra affair, also had an Angola contract. 

• Plays an operational role in the State 
Department's overseas war on drugs. Six 
Evergreen helicopters, fitted with armor 
and frequently carrying heavily armed"' 
troops, were used for a time to battle drug 
traffickers in Belize, Ecuador and Peru. 
The department's Bureau of International 
Narcotics Matters now has its own helicop­
ters doing the work, but E.vergreen crews 
still fly them. 

In one 1,240-man raid last year on a 
major coca-growing region - northeastern 
Peru's Huallaga Valley, on the upper 
reaches of the Amazon River watershed -
armed skirmishes broke out between Peru­
vian security forces, Maoist Shining Path 
guerrillas and drug traffickers. Six U.S. 
"technicians" taking part in the operation 
were identified by the State Department as 
Evergreen helicopter pilots and mechanics. 

Persistent reports of CIA connections 
are only one factor that makes Evergreen 
an interesting place to work. Former 
employees describe its finances as fre­
quently uncertain, and they say employees 
come and go at dizzying rates. Staff tum­
tiver has reached as high as 75 percent. 
More than one Evergreen manager bas bad 
occasion to worry that the company 
wouldn't be able to make its payroll. Yet 
Evergreen seems to overcome every obsta· 
cle and to grow and prosper. 

Part of the reason for that success is Del 
Smith, who drives himself no less than he 
drives his employees. Orphaned as a baby, 
Smith grew up with a fascination for flight. 
He founded a tiny helicopter company in 
Sweet Home 28 years ago and in just a few 
years created a multimillion-dollar avia­
tion enterprise. 

Perhaps more important, Evergreen suc· 
ceeds through its government connections. 
Since Evergreen first formed a working 
board of directors 10 years ago, it has 
attracted some heavyweight former 
governmept officials to board positions. 
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