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Iranian Aggressiveness 

Iran;s firing on US forces, the plactng of irfnes Jn the Gulf eirJfer in the 
mont~, and Tehran's recent hostfltty tow.rd Saudf Arabf1 over the issue of 
Iran1an participation tn tbe 1J>nu1l pfltrt~nderscore Iran's 
continuing hostile stand toward its tntaies._ 

Iran, since .the revolution 1n 1179, g1n1r1lly hu exhibited t threatening 
post~re toward fts .tfghbors. Ovtr the ynrs, tht degree of overt Iranian 
host1lity has fluct attd, but s1 t tftt US escort progra• began last July, it has 
remained it i htgh._ · -ogy of incidents). 
Iran has \demonstrated tts hostility during the put y11r by: 

--M1n1ng Gulf shipping lanes l11t IUllllr, tnclud1ng the. pJ1cement of 
•ines obvtously tntendld to d••te tht first US-escorted convoy. 
One ·htt the Brtdgeton; · 

•• 



--Continuing \he •1n1ng unt11 US forces caught the Ir1n Ajr red-
handed; f ~ 

--Firing 10 S11kwora aisstles at Kuwait. One hit a US-owned ship; 
one hit a reflagged tanker; one struck Kuwait's Sea Island 
Term1na1; 

--Increasing 1ts attacks on ships in tht Saudi trade after the United 
States began prottettng Kuwaiti ahtpp1ng; 

--lnst1gat1ng provocative d1110nstr1tions by Iran11ns in Mecca during 
the innuil H1jj, rtsulttng in riots and the deaths of at least 400 
p11gri~s; · 

• --Planning an attack on Saudi offslw>rt 011 facilities in October. 
The Saudts apparently fortstalled the strtkt by t1king defensive 
.easures 1fter btin; alert.cl by US Inttlligence; 

--Attacking inore ships in tht ;ulf 1n Dtc&lftber than 1n any other 
single inonth of the war; 

--Increasing the ratio of its ship attacks this year relative to 
Iraq1 ship attacks. Thi att1ek1 have been running three to two in 
fivor of Tehran (s1e attached chart); 

--Conducting 11<>re lethal ship 1tt1cts by occasionally attempting to 
kill crewmen or to inflict llOT'I thlft superftctal daaage; 

--Engaging in llOrt violations of Gulf states' . ~trr1torhl waters in 
1ts pursu1t at sfttpt to lttiet; , 

--Reportedly sending an agent to 11botag1 the Bahrain oil refinery; 

- -Resuming mining this 90nth. 

Vie~ed fro. thh ·p.r1pecttn-, :~ Jiiff'I nsUlipf1on of mining this 11<>nth WiS 
not a sudden. Isolated tnctdent but a shift 1n tactics and targets and a 
deliberate ra1s1ng of t1ns,=ns w~tl\ift the context of a basicaiiy a99ress1ve 
policy Tehran has followed 111 along. We have no specific infonn1tion on why 
Iran resumed the •intng, but JJhran .,,_,.,.tly perceived that lt wu losfog the 
1nit1ati.ve to th&· U..it·ld St1t11 tnd th ,lulr ·•Hies. The lranhns ,knew the 

;! ·~!i~r;9~i~i~~o=·~~-=c~~:· t..!"~1~'!~!b!~c=~~~~' t~:1 ~!!~n:ft~a~sthe 
mines were 110re lt~lf t. 1wtkt 1 cmm11 cla1 "J'h:tp--a situation reducing the 
prospects of significant US reta11atton. At a •in1mum, the •ines W4!re designed 
to show the Gulf states that tht1r 1tcurtty.h1d not been enhanced b~ 
increised US naval presence or US warntngs to Tehran about mining. 111111111111111 
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21 Jul 

24 Jul 

25 Jul 

01 Aug 

10 Aug 

15 Aug 

18 Aug 

OJ Sep 

04 Sep 

05 Sep 

21 Sep 

28 Sep 

03 Oct 

08 Oct 

15 Oct 

16 Oct 

' 

22 Oct 

24 Oct 

- -

• 

lrantan Act1ona tn the Pers1an Gulf 
Since the US Escort Progru Began 

First firntst Vfll convoy beian. 

SS Bridgeton hits a1ne tfltlt of f1rsi Is11nd. 

Addtt1on1l •1nes d11cov1rtd west of Farsi; probably iaid at the 
same ti .. as the •1nt that th1 Bridgeton hit. 

Riots 1n Mecca tnsttpt~ by Iran. 

Tanker hits •1ne off of Khawr F1kkan 1n the Gulf of Oman. 

A supply shfp sinks a~1r h1tt1ng •ine off Khawr Fakkan. 

Mints, prObil>ly old, found in. shfppfng 1 anes off Kuwait and 
Abu Musa. 

Iran fires a S11kwot'11 •111111 that lands 1n the water off Kuwait. 

Iran fires 1 Silkworm 1111tlt that overflys an anchored reflagged 
tanker near the Sea Island t1.-.1n1l and impacts on the beach 
south of Mina al AhNd1. ' 

Iran fires 1 S11bio,.. •fssflt that hits the water off Kuwait. 

Th~ Iran-Ajr- ts- cqturt<t wit Ht faying •ines. 

A •inefit1d 1·s dhcovartd 1n l shtpptng line off Oub1yy. 

Iranian naval forces apperently att9111Pt to attack Saudi/(~t~t1 
o1lf1tld; thw1rttd by •trong Saudi naval and air presence. 

Thrff Iranian saall boats firt on two US helicopters that return 
f1rt and stnlc two of the craft. 

US-owned tanker hit by Stlbon1 •hs1le while anchored off Kuwa1t. 

Reflagged tanker h1t by S11kWol'll •iss11e vhf le anchored off 
Kuwait. 

S11kwo,.. a1sstle hft1 tilt S.1 Isl1nd tera1ul off Kuwait. 

Kuwa1t1 Sllt11, pro1>Ul1 supportid by .Inn, bollb the Pan M t1.cket 
· off1c1 1n Kuwatt. 

I . 
i 
I . ! . 



··"· 

03 Nov 

14 Nov 

19 Nov 

07 Dec 

07 Har 

March 

-

Iran is suspected tn a bOllbing near the Kuwaiti Interior Ministry. 

Two mtnts destroyed by Alltld •tn1swe1pers 1n the southern 
Persian Gulf. · 

US naval forces destroy 11v1r1l •ines west of Farsi Island. 

Iran fires a Stlkwona •111111 at tht Kuwaiti Se1 Island terminal; 
1 t ht ts a reflector barge. 

lrant1n Sassan otl pl1tfon1 ftrts on two passing US helicopters. 

Iranian sponsored 1abtt111 C111Patgn against Saudi facilities 
abroad 1>e9tns. 

14 Apr -- USS Roberts strikes •1nt tn tht centr1l Pers1an Gulf. 

18 Apr -- , Iranhn naval untts rtssiond against US nival forces after the US 
destruction of two Iranian oil platfon11s. Iranian forces 
attack 1 UAE otlf11ld south of Abu Musa Island. 

19 Apr Additional •1nes dhcov1red by Allied forces near Fars1 Island and 
in tha southern Sul r. · 

20 Apr Iran fired two poss1blt S11kwort1 at Kuwait. 
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Ship Attac~s in the Persian Gulf 
(Since Protect ion ·Program Announced) 

Number of 
~ ,.. ....... 

attacks 
20 

19 
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·---·" · ·-------
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Iran init•llY oocadune IM "' .. ..,.. 
ho1U lt reepQnN ta MC1rt '9 .... 
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PRT : OAKLEY .sJ-1 
SIT : PORTER VAX 

r-SEORET 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

<PREC? IMMEDIATE <CLAS? SECRET <DTG ? 230944Z APR 88 

FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 

TO RUEHC / SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8720 
INFO RUEHIL / AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 5117 
RUEHMO / AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 5208 
RUEHNE / AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 7021 

S E C R E f- KABUL 00930 
E. 0. 12356 : DECL : OADR 
TAGS : SOPN , ASEC . AMGT . PTER . IR . AF 
SUBJECT : I RAN I AN THREAT - KABUL: PRESS GUI DANCE 
REF : KABUL 0928 
1. S - ENT I RE TEXT . 
2. GIVEN EXTRAORDINARY SECURITY MEASURES BEING TAKIN 
HERE AND EVACUATION Of SELECTED AMERICAN PERSONNEL 
(REFTELl. WE WOULD EXPECT THAT NEWS MEDIA WILL QUICKLY 

BECOME COGNIZANT OF SITUATION . THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
LIKELY IN VIEW OF INFLUX OF AMERICAN JOURNALISTS FOR 
APRIL 27 SAUR REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY ANO MAY 15 BEG INNING 
OF SOVIET TROOP WITHDRAWAL . 
3. ACCORDINGLY , WE PROPOSE THAT DEPARTMENT CONS I DER 
FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE : 
0. WHY ARE EXTRAORDINARY SECURITY MEASURES BEING TAKEN 
AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY KABUL > 
A. U.S . MILITARY ACTIONS AGAINST IRANIAN TARGETS , 
APRIL 18 , HAVE RESULTED IN INCREASED RISK TO U.S . 
FACILITIES ANO PERSONNEL FROM TERRORIST ATTACKS . 
ACCORDINGLY , WE HAVE TAKEN INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES. 

0. WHY HAVE THESE MEASURES ONLY BEEN TAKEN IN KABUL > 
A. WE ARE TAKING INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES IN ALL 

~· DECLASSIFIED 
NLRR f1J(,.111h ttf-R'!Yd~ 

SE 8 P. E-t BY RvV NARA DATEJ/JJ;lJ/ 



-SECRET -
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 02 

OUR EMBASSIES . THE PRECISE CONTENT OF THESE MEASURES 

VARIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH LIKELY THREATS IN PARTICULAR 

PLACES . 

4. MOSCOW Ml NI Ml ZE CONS I DE RED. GLASSMAN 
BT 
110930 

--SEGR:T 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

MCNAMARA, THOMAS E.: FILES 

Withdrawer 

DLB 5/17/2006 

File Folder FOIA 

IRAN II MCNAMARA (3/4) FOl-113 
MCDERMOTT, JO 

Box Number 
92299 3 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

24583 CABLE 2 

NO CABLE NUMBER, RE: IRAN 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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Collection Name 
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Withdrawer 
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Box Number 
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ID Document Type 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
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B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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ID Document Type 
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No of Doc Date Restric-
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BOB OAKLEY TO JOHN NEGROPONTE, RE: US
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
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B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
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B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 
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8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency ((b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
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