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AN !~DEPENDENT NEW!PAPER 
. . ~ .. ~ . 

-• The Nomination of Mrs. · 0 'Connor 
.:· · 

-. ' 

- .. ~ ·' 

T HE DECISION . .Of President Reagan to nomi- O'Connor has been a good politician, a quality la\Vyer . 
nate Sandra Day O'Connor of Arizona for a seat · and a far better than average trial and appellate jlldge. · 

~- the Supreme Court is far ' more than the fulfill- The kinds of cases shp has handled on the state bench, 
mWlt of a campai~. commitment. It marks the end naturally, bear little or no resemblance tO those that . 
o( a long r9ad for all those .women who have ever routinely come before the Supreme Court:· This means 
P,racticed or aspired to practice law. Jljst 109 years .there are few, if any, .clues in her judicial C:areer as to 

. ago, the coµrt.ori whi,ch Judge O'Connor·wm sit if the how she will vofu on broad constitutional .questions. 
Senate confirms ,this n·omin.ation upheld the power But that is not unusual. Rarely has the public record of 
of:the states to pr~vent women from becoming law- any nominee laid bare his judicial philosophy, and 
yl}rs. . ~·: ·. ,. · . . . · .. • . sometimes the public record has been to~y mislead-
. The _vestiges of the .thinking_ that prod.~ced that ing as an indicator of judicial behavior. . 

now unthinkable discrirnina.tiol) linger_ on. But the Those who have known Judge O'Connoti work over 
ascension of.J.udge P'Conn,oJ;_t;o th.e na~ion) highest · the years describe her as a conservative bQfnot reac­
<jOUrt would help eliminate· more of .them, regardless tionazy' Republican and .believe she is more likely to 
df;how she votes . ori '.constitutioµal questions. The end up closer to the. philosophical wsition 'Qf Chief 
fact that a w,oman. has,: at· long· last, been selected for Justice Burger than to that of the otlief Arizonan on 
qqe of these seatS '.of great power will make ·the con- the court, Justice Rehnquist. If that is k, the. chmlge · 
i.AUuance o_f sexual barriers in l~er jobs more diffi- on the court from Justice Stewart tO Justice O'Connor 
adtTu justify> .?"· ---· .. · .--, :_: · · · · ., .. · - · niay'not alter 1ts diiection substantially;:-.. ,.~·· · · - -
.,fo sonie ways, .when y9u. think of it, it ·is incre~ible . RareJy, if ever, has a president reached so far <ioWn 

that this ·shou1d have to come as such a momentous - into the state judiciary to .find a Supreme Court jl.istice. -,... 
e~ent in 1981, that it should ~ave this aspect of ~ov- Most of them have come from higher ranks of the judi~-~ . 
. e1ty-and '"breakthwugh~'-to it'. And we hasten .to -sug- . cial system, .from national political . 'positions -0r from 
g~~t that :.it r.will merely.-;'Compound the·:.grotesque the nationally known ·Jaw firms. That President Rea~ I 

thinking t~at has.creat.ed such a situation if the great · gan has gone to the second tier of a state ·court struc} .. · 
legal and politieal powers-that-be regard a seet on ture in his search for a female nominee may be less · a ·· 

- t.kie ·<.:ourtioi.ohe female as ·sorne kind of equity.' Fe- commentary on Judge O'Connor's qualifications than ·. 
male justi~es should !19~ : be, co~sidered as some ,oDe- . on a syste~ that; unt~ the quite rece~t Past, kept al­
of.'..a-kind .t.ok~n . or repre8~ntative or quota-filler. Mr. ·mos~ all women lawyers-from reaching high places iri . 
Reagan has helped redeem the ,shame 'of his piede- their chosen profession. The Senate; ·of course, · must 
cessors who wouldn't .quite cJare to do what he has now subject Judge O'Connor's record to the same close 
done. He is to be congratulated for that. Now let us scrutiny it has given other nominees. We don't know 
h.~Pe there will always be men ·and women on the how this will turn out. Our first impression of her . 
cpurt and that this will come to seem ordinary · qualifications is that the Senate will find nothing to 
;._From her record in Arizona, it appears . Judge impede her confirmation. · · . - ·. . 



Reagent Clio ice for Court 
' I 

f!.ecried fry Co_nservatives 
8,ut ACda~~ d by Liberals 
-~ ! . 
-h>.,. .. _ By Bil,l Peterson 
• WMhtnrton Post Starr Writer 

"~e reactio~ yesterday to President 
~~an's first nomination to the Su-"'"" c . . h preme ourt }Vas an rroruc one: e 
<v~ condemhed by conservatives who 
s~}>Orted h,im all the way to the Oval 
0ffice, but . praised by liberals. and. 
feWlinists·· who have found so .little to 
~e. about him there. - _·· 
:'!'f'he Rev:· ~erry Falwell, head·· of 
Mota! Majority, -· declared that th~ 
nommation :of Sandra D. O'Connor to 

. ihe{ high' court waf a "disaster." The 
National Rigqt :o/ .Life Committee, a 

· .major anti-aoortion gro\lp, pledged an 
~t fight · ~against her confirmation 

_ be&.use <*-"her ~nsistent support for 
1'egfil abortion:"--
:t:.Sut Eleanor ·Smeal, president of the 
Nattonar nrganimtion J or Women, ' 
called the nomination "a major victory 
for-women's rights!' And prospects for 
a quick and .. ~t!vajy p$1~ J~~ ·~ 
ma ti on appeared _g6od - · · . - - ·· .. 
· - Among the . fip3t . to .)ump .. a~ 
Ollolmor!s':beild~Qn"'"\vere seri.·F.d- • 

M. Kennedy '(D-~.). 8nd.Rep.: 
~l!lilS · K. Udalf '(D·Ariz.), tWo . of tpe-

, outspokerr liberals in Congress. · 
it.m really _ quite pleased,"· said _ 
rdii, who has )mown O'Connor ·as a : 
Viyer, state se~f.oi and judge.,_ "&he' 4 

bOut as moderate,fi ReptibliC!lll ~~ · • 
~er~ find .. being apl)ointed by ~. ~ 
fl~ w~'re g{>mg :t.O·b&ve, to have 'Reagari:~ ·'. 

f 
pqmtees .. to . tJie. court, you ~uldn't· 

r ~==r~;~~~d ;be · ;ib.t 
· erided for niuDing ·-a woman to the 
'-'upreme C6urt .-;-:- the first such n9m- "1 

~~ in our nation's history ~d one 

·~~:~ very~ .. :~v-~~ue," 881~ ~err . 
his words were echoed by feminist 

ders. "J~ti.ci,.~O'Qonnor's ·ix>~- : 
n will be a major step in movmg 
ard equal justice in every court in 
land," said lris .'Mitgang, chairman 

t f the bipartisan National Women's 
Gf olitical Caucus. · . 
; ~ Senate GOP ~eaders pledged to 
!"Ork for a . swift< '.confirmation. Major­
jity Leader '-Howard H. Baker Jr. 
!fTenn.) said he was "delighted." Ju--· . '"' "- ·· ----

lliriiary Committee-. Chamnan ;:,uom 
~ilimond (S.C.) Said, "I will do ev­
~g I can to help .the president." 

reaction' from the , New Right 
. ~qly have been more diffei-

cliard Viguerie, the conservative 
mail expert, accused Jl.eagan of 
: . {)'Coiuior's · . nomination be­

~~ of growing · .oppoi;ition on the 
flgnt' to reports of her -aelection. 
l Others a~ Reagan of betraying 
f*1e-;,ftepubli~ _platf onn. In one of · its 
ltost coiltrOvei'sial . planks, the GOP 
~f!orm pledged:. "We, support · the 
~~~~nt of judges to all-le~e.ls of 
l1Et~udic1ary who respect tr~dit1onal 
~· values and the sanctity of in-J 
.ocE!nt human life." · · · 
: :"O.'Co?D_ ~r's appo~tm~~t ~presents 
l ~~u~9~ of the ReJ>ublican plat-

,.. . ,.. --

form pledge : . .... This_ appointment is , I 
. a grave disappointment t.o ~ pr~life . 
-. public nationwide," ·--saici Dr. J.C. 
_ Willke, president of ' -the ' National 

Right to, Life Committ.ee; which sup­
ported Reagan iri the 1980 campaign. · 

2 _The · \ivords - from ·'F81Well's ·.Moral · 
Majority '.v.rere . even Jupber: .'"Either · 

· the presidenf did i10t' h&ye sufficient 
~jnf ormation .about · Judge.Z(}'Connor's ··­

background .:-fin soci8l · iii8Ues or· he '. 
·chose t.o ignore that-. ·1Dfunnation -
.. . . Judge O'Connor . iJSO--has-·been' : 

active in feminist causes '-and is a· s~p-
' porter of the Equal Right! ·Aniend~ ' 
ment, which Moral Majority ·believe$ 
would :be a~ disaster for :men and ., : 
women and would further undermine-. • 
the traditional family." _ 

Anti-abortion groups focused their ' 
opposition to O'Connor on votes she . 
cast while a state senator and on the · ; 
fact that ·she once spoke, as a judge, 
before an International Women's Year · • 
meeting. . 
· In 1974, she vQted against a rider 
to a football stadium bond issue that 
would have barred abort.ions at the 

· University of Arizona hospital, accord­
ing to NRLC. That same year she 
reportedly voted against a resolution 

: calling on Congress to pass a Human 
Life Amendment in the state Senate 
Judiciary Committee and in the Sen--. 
ate Republican caucus. 

~ ., Z>U'f'\~ {..<N'¢· r 
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~-0: ', In a 1970 party caucus, she ~. 
voted in favor of a bill to leg~ 

.. abortion, and in 197-3 w.as a . prune 
. sponsor of a family planning hill: that 

would hB.ve made birth control inf or- ' 
mation available to minors without 
the knowledge of their pare~ts. 'Tl.18t 

. same year she voted for. a bill givmg · · · 
doctors and nurses the · nght to refuse 
t.o participate in abortion operations. , 

-: Dr. Carolyn Gerster, former ~res- . · 
. ident of the NRLC, said she notified ~­
the White House ·Monday about .the, 
alleged pro-abortion v.otes, and ~ed 
a package documenting her- charges. : 
Gerster, a Scottsdale, Ariz., physician, 

. · · said "It was common knowledge she 
~ was ' philosophically against us . in the 

legislature. It is unf~rgiveable. ~t the 
White House could ignore this. ·. 

But O'Connor also has powerful 
Republican friendS in her home sta~. . 

. The most important among them _IS 
:, Sen. Barry Goldw~ter, who · ?lled. l;ier:: 
" ·nomination "a great step." After bemg . , 

notified of. the nomination by R6agan, ~ 
.-Go1dwater said . he . doub~.~4!~ ·~./ 
· . . president "could . ev~r. ~d .~yon~:: 
- m~. qualified t.o occupy a -S~~ 
"· Court seat. than S~dra O~. ,. 
-whom I 'have known for ~ · aii~ 

. ddmir" . ,_,. greatly respect an a .e. ~> ;;' 
, _ Such words will weigh heaVily ~ven 
'·_ amori'g hard-core &enate col)SeJ'.V_!tives..~,­
!';,"'"I assume that if she _meets the ·sat-

. isfaction of the president of the Unit-· 
ed States and Barry Goldwater, she 
m~t have some baSic philosophy 1 

: agree- with," ~d Sen. C~lt;s .E. 
. Grassley (R-Iowa,). ,$ . .. i~,,; " ·. 



~JA~C=..:K-....:..:-w:...:_. --=GE=R::..::M:.::.:ON:.:.::D:__:&::.....:...:JU:...::L=-=ES:.....:... W..:.__.IT~CO-:---V._ER_:- ··~ 
have an electorate that is ··deter· \ 

Reagan Choice minedly middle class- and middle \ 
road - and, more to the point, one · 

H
• h ( · rf impatient with arguments .over po- 1 For 1g OU litica1 theology at the expense of 

. · practical ·effectiveness in dealing 

G d P l•t• - with national problems. · · · . 00 0 I ICS . In· making this decision, as in his 
campaign against Jimmy Carter last . 

-1 year, Ronald Reagan -h,as aimed di'. . 
The selection of rectly at that great cenjer a'.nd, in fhe 

Sandra D. O'Connor bargain, found a jutist whose opin­
for the Supreme ions apparently coincide -with his 
Court is a vintage ' own desire for what Richard Nixon 
example of the used to call "strict constructionists" 
pragmatic pblitical on the court ' . 
style of Ronald Re~· The short-term benefit of the pres· 
gan. . ident's decision is obvious. The 

Neither the presi· choice of O'Connor at the first oppor· 
dent nor any of his tunity is certain to make Reagan's 
political advisers life easier when other vacanCies oc· 
have any illusions cur on the· court over the next few \ 
about his ability to years. There could- be as many as 
win broad or last· four or five other openings, and the 
ing support among president now will be free to fill I 
women's movement them without a lot of nagging from 
;activists. His · own . the press and · the - w~men's move· 
attitude on abortion ment about keeping commitments. 
and the · ·Equal There may come a tim~. of course, 

· Rights Amendment_ makes that an when the cry will gq up for 'Women 
· impossibility. . to enjoy equality of representation 
. · But by using his first opportunity on the , Supreme Court, . which is 
: to fulfill . his' promise to choose a clearly a .reasonable enough expec­
' woman.for the court, Reagan has dis· tation. But it is likely to be s,ome 
; armed the niost vocal of his critics years before tha~ ldnd:-9f demand 

- · and put them on the defensive with has serioU.S political credibility with 
· the great majority.of thos~ voters for the public at large. 
: whom women's issues are n:ot ce~· Over the long term, the choice of 
• tral concerns, · : Sandra O'Connor .is not likely to 

As a practical matter, everyone. ,. mean much . politically, ass.urning 
· knowledgeable about ' government that her'con:firmation by ,the Senate 
; and politics understands that the ap- is achieved· witMut serious inci· 
' pointment o~ a woman to the 'Court, ·· dent-Supreme Court appointments _ 
. in ·itself, isn '.t going to improve.rthe ·· _get a·1ot of attention.at the ~oment~ 
:- po~ition of : women in· general ·:in ·they-are-:made, and a pre~ident can 
· achieving equality under "the law. do himself consi_derablt: damage 
· _That would be true even if Sandra with a choice that goes sour. Richard 
· O'Connor were a flaming zealot on Nixon's, nomination ·of' G. Harrold 
'. women's issues, which is something Carswell, for example, was not some· 
· she most decidedly~ is n<?t $o-called · thing .he was anxious to bo11st about 
: "wome~·s :issues", IIlake ._µp.~ .c'mly , a i~ -later .y~ar~. - ·'-' 1 ,,,,, -· 

: tiny fraction.o~those that re~ch the . But the fact is that ~ol¢ts who · 
. court, after all. . . . · make ~ecisions on presidents on.the 
. ]3ut _to thos~ milhons o,f vote~ for basis of .their appointments ·to the 
: ~homi t_hose issues a~en t emotional court are clearly the exception rath· 
: imperative~. the president no~ can er th~n th:e rule. _Political and iegal 
be present~ ·as a _leader who.· ~ot professionals mar make judgments 
?nly kept his pro.m1se but was wil_l· about ~e quality of judicial ap­

, mg to do somethmg so many of his ppintm~nts, but the Supreme Court 
. liberal predecessors never managed is ·too far removed from the lives of 
: to accomplish, for _all their higli'· most ?_eople· to influence their ver· 
· blown talk about equality for worn- diets. · ·· 
: en. · _ ·. On.the other hand, voters-do form 
, The fact that O'Connor's record in judgments about how well · a presi· 
· support of abortion and ERA already . dent is doing on the basis of how 
'. has inspired a backlash among Rea• much controversy he eyokes -~ and 
gan 's most conservative backers is, fr<?~ _what CJ.1:!arters h~ is subject to 

· in a sense, an added political benefit cnticis.m. , ~-·· " .. 
for the president. It makes it easy (or . And what~onald Reagan has done 
the White House to depict him as a . m th_is _case is ~ake a ~afety play _by 

, man following-a reasonable middle keepmg both his promise ~o appomt 
course unsatisfying to the extrem· a. \!{Oman · and his . commitment . to 

. ists on either end of the ideological choose someone with conservative 
·spectrum. · views on the function qf the judicia-

And if there has been a single mes- ry. . 
: sage in the opinion surveys of the . That may not sat1Sfy_ t~e extr~m­
last few years, it has been a reaction_ ists of left or right , but 1t is wmnmg 
against political extremism. We politics in anyone 's book. 
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White House Pressing Confirmatioi1 
speclaltolbeNewYorkTtmes Supremt;! Court, until her confirma ... · i'~~ycomeoutagainsthernomination, 

WASHINGTON, July 8 - President hearingsarecompleted. • 1 -"'Ylng that Judge O'Connor has advo-
Reagan was reported today to be urging Faced with the possibility of a vigor- I ~ted legal abortions and the equal 
some of his conservative allies to "keep ·ous campaign by anti-abortion groups nghts amen~ent. 
an open mind" on the qualifications of against 'Judge O'Connor, meanwhile, At the White House; ~r. Gergen 
Judge Sandra J?ay O'Connor., his newly the White House attempted a counterat- quot~ Mr. Reagan ~s saymg tha~ the 
announced c~o1ce for the UJllted States tack by directly rebutting the charge react1o~!otheselectionof Judgep Co~-

---- 1 that she had voted on several occasions nor had general!!. been very pos1t1ve. 
· infavorofabortions. . But this evening, the White House 1 

White House spokesmen asserted fur- press office released information show­
ther that Judge O'Connor had never ing that telephone calls and mail had 
been an activist on any issues related to been running -heavily negative ever 

I 
feminism. David R. Gergen, the senior since the judge's possible nomination 
White House spokesman, quoted the Ari- was reported in the press last week. 
zona judge on the subject of the Federal Telegrams and mail had been 2,573 

I 
equal rights amendment as being "nei- against, and 290 in favor, while tele­
ther as enthusiastic as some proponents phone calls were 1,554 against and 263 in 
nor as alarmed by it as some oppo- favor. · · ... ., .. 
nents." Mr. Gergen said he had no way of I 
J~dge O'Connor~ who has been de- knowing whether there had been an or- · 

scnbed by the White_ House as ~rson- ganized telegram or telephone cam- 1 

ally opposed to abortions, has said that paign by the anti-abortion movement. I 
she will not discuss her views until the . . . . I 
I time of her confirmation hearings. White House officials reacted with J 

White Ho~e officials acknowledge that some annoyance that someont; whom 
the judge regards abortion as a legiti- th~y regarded as a cpnsen:auve was I 
mate matter for regulation by the legis- bemg attacked by conservative groups I 
lative branch. on the abortion issue. But they professed 

· · not to be surprised and were ready 
Officials Optimistic j today with a point-by-point rebuttal. At 

By the en<t of the day, Administration 1 issue appear to be pasitions taken by 
officials said that they were encouraged I ~rs. 0 Connor on five separate oc~­
by the prospects for confirmation of : sio~ when she was a State Senator m 
Judge O'Connor in the Senate. 1 Arizona. 

Yesterday, Mr. Reagan had Senator r· ---------~-

Jesse A. Helms, the Republican·conser- ' ----
vative from North Carolina, visit him at ( 
the White House to assuage his concerns 
about Judge O'Connor. TQ~ President 
::tlso telephoned the Rev. Jeny Falwell, 

I 1oaAo,. nf MnrQl Mo-inPitv Uth;rh haa ~L 
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·Reagan's Court Choice: A Deft Politica/Maneuver 
1 

By HEDRICK SMITH 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, July 8 - With his 
nomination of Sandra Day O'Connor for 
the Supreme Court vacancy, President 
Reagan has won admiring applause 
from rival . politicians for a masterly 
political stroke as well as a strong judi-

cial choice. 
This city still recalls that 

News · a little over a decade ago 
Analysis President Richard M. 

Nixon had to face political 
. humiliation when the Sen­

ate rejected two of his Court nominees, 
Clement F. Haynsworth Jr. and G. Har­
rold Carswell. 

Now, Mr. Reagan is being credited 
with an astute Court selection that im­
mediately won the endorsement of a 
broad spectrum, from conservatives 
like Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi­
can of Arizona, to liberals like Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy, Democrat of Mas~ 
sachusetts. ·. 

The · President has risked a new 
breach with the radical right wing of the 
Republican Party, which has provided 
his most zealous political support 
through the years and is now openly dis­
mayed over Mr. Reagan's Court c_hoice. 

I -
But in the process, several members headed the effort to block ratification of 

of Congress commented, the President the proposed equal rights amendment to 
has blunted the right-wing stereotype the Federal Constitution. Judge O'Con­
that Democrats were beginning to use nor is known for having supported the ' 
against him in the increasingly partisan amendment, though White House offi­
battle over economic issues. · . cials said that more recently she had ex-

House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill Jf ., pressed "some reservations!' about it. 
Democrat of Massachusetts, who has "With Ronald Reagan as President, 
been in a toe-to-toe battle with Mr. Rea- the fact that you can get a woman ap­
gan on the bµdget and taxes, called a pointed to the Court is remarkable," 
truce long enough to hail Judge O'Con- Mr. Udall asserted. "The fact that you 
nor's nomination as "the best thing he's can get someone as moderate, and as 
done since he was inaugurated.'' Mean- close to the center of the Republican 
while, right-wing leaders were accusing Party as she is, is really stunning. It 
the President of betraying the Republi- erases the stereotype opposition to Rea-
can platform's conditions on Court ap- gan." · 
pointments. '" · 

To others, the pragmatic symbolism Some Senate conservative$, such as 
of Judge O'Connor's selection followed Paul Laxalt, Republican of Nevada, 
the pattern of some of Mr. Reagan's took comfort, though gingerly, in the 
early Cabinet appointments, which fact that President -Reagan had pro­
plased mainstream Republicans, irri- nounced himself "fully satisfied" with 
tated hard-line conservatives and ena- Mrs. O'Connor "philosophically." , 
bled the President to broaden his politi- Other members of. Congress cited 
cal appeal as fiis tenure began. Now, Mrs .. O'Connor's conservative reputa­
they said, Mr. Reagan is once again tion, suggesting that initially perhaps 
courting the political center at the ex- both liberals and conservatives were 
pense of the radical right. . overinterpreting her flexibility on such 

issues as abortion. As a member of the 
· Udall Pralse8 Selection Arizona Senate in 1974, Mrs. O'Connor 

"This is incredibly smart politics," 1 voted a~ains~ a ban 0!1 abortions at Ari-
said Representative Morris K. Udall, a ;zona Uruvers1tyHosp1tal. . '. 

- --------1 liberal Arizona Democrat. "It's a real But in the face of a volley of reproof 
~trike. You take all the groups in Amer- from the National Right to Life Com~it­
ica, and there has been none more dis- tee and other anti-abortion and far-right 
trustful of Reagan than the women's political action groups, the White HoUse 
movement. This just cuts the ground out i took a detached view, evidently con­
from under them. It will be doubly deli- 1 vinced that the President had effec­
cious to the leaders of the women's tively isolated the far right on this selec-
movement because people like Phyllis tion. : 
Schlafiy will be tl"ying to take Reagan's I "There's'going to be a lot of sound and 
head off." . . fury," said one Reagan aide, "but it will 

Mrs. Schlafiy, a prominent Republi-1 wind up signifying little o. r nothing when 
can activist . from Illinois, has spear- it's all over." . .. . . . . ; 
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the· long ·· ... · · · . 
suffering ladies " 
of his own · 
party, a number · 
of whom have · 
made it obvious ' 

. ~fut~~~nts to I . ~ide. Every one of them Will be .frr: ·. "It will change the . . .. r • . 

. the press that they no longer . · - mg to court her · ' · · · · ·· · atmo h f th rt 
will suffer in silence, Ronald .. "Why? .,Out of gallantry, that's · , Sp ere 0 e COU 
Reagan, whose record on . ·/why. P~rticularly that old southern- .., llTevocably. The boys will 
wom~n·s rights is equaled only · :., er, Justice Powell. It will change the ·h· t . 
by his record in appointing '. ; (. :-+:atmosphere of the court irrevocably. ave 0 stop sw.earmg, for , ~ 
women to exalted positions, has ;1 , , The boys •. wm have to stop swearing . instance But th t' tall 

. at ~ast capitulated. If everything · for instanee. But that's not all that • . a S no, ' 
goes well for the nominee - '< will change. ' · that will change" '· -~~ 
and ·that is open to question ·: .. , "I'm not saying that if she differs . • 
right now .- -- the Supreme Court ' ii:'.with them, they'll. all alter their ·· . 
will welcome to its ranks one . '. ·opinions t~ suit hers. But they'll .: about a remarkable woman Jawyer. '. ~j 
Sandra D. O'Connor. Phyllis · have to defme them; they'll have to -.. She was so remarkable in fact that · . 
Schlafly will be spared the ,, express them more lucidly,.· That's in an era when Harvard law s~hool ~ ·~ 
expense of a new black gown. , . },.. what will change. Of course, if sbe's . did not accept women students · she ' :; 

What this means for women ·:. ·smart, she'll do very little but listen became nonetheless a visiting' law ~· 
no one knows. From long . 1 : andlearnforthefirstsix~onths." professor at Harvard. Well before .·~ 
experience, blacks have found 

1 
J: The one thing Sandra O'Connor that, back in the '40s and '30s, this :· 

that the elevation of one of 1 does appear to be is smart. Four • . same w~m!ln had been a labor law- . '1 

their own is most advantageous years ago Barry Goldwater and for· yer - this man era when a number ': 
to the one who has been mer House Republican leader John · o.f l~bor la~yers wore guns to nego- · 
elevated - and it is no different Rho~es pressured their fellow Re· tlatmg sessions. . '., 
with. wonien, all too many of publican to run for governor of Ari· And . the woman found, muc,h to · 
whom have considered their zona. She was clever enough to · her astonishment, that whenever ·.: 
own ascension a device by / refuse, claiming she liked being· a · s~e entere~ these negotiating ses-. · ~ 
which to deny that opportunity P~oenixjudge far too much to enter· sions, a cµnous event would occur. I 
to their sisters. · , tam grander designs. A year and a The me~ would take one look at her , · 

Still, when the Moral Majority j half ago a presumably grateful and and. shift uncomfortably in t)leir . · 
began squawking to the White ! very popular. Democrat, Governor chairs. T~en they would silently re· 1j 

· House that Sandra D. O'Connor 1 Bruce Babbitt, appointed Sandra move their guns, and put them in the . · 
had.been, in fact, a ./ O'Connor to the Arizona appeals · back room. . 
radical-liberal-pinko-pro-ERA I court. · · 

1

• 

and pro-choicer, it was possible I -Alas, this clarity of vision this ex-
to take heart. This, however, i 1 .elusive passion for the poSsible is 
turns out not to be precisely the ' the property of.all too few women. 
case. The lady is quite One thinks, for instance of poor. 
conservative; above all, she Shirley Hufstedler, lured 'from her 
app.e~rs to .be a supremely agile perfectly respectable job on the fed· 
political acrobat. As an Arizona · 1 eral appeals court by Jimmy Carter, 
state senator, she helped · who tendered empty promises of an 
sponsor a bill establishing state eventualSupremeCourt opening -
family planning services, a plan a_nd made her Secretary of Educa-
that drove the right-to-lifers .! tion. O'Connor, not being so easily 
crazy. She also voted against a · -seduced, got the plum·instead. 
request that Congress over-rule In the end, the feminists did not 
the Supreme Court abortion ' get a feminist. Back in her Arizona 
decision by passing an · ' state senate days, Sandra O'Connor 
amendment. Then she turned · i~dicated early support for the Equal 
around and voted for a bill that Rights Amendment, but the impera-
would have allowed doctors and tives of politics doused the flame. In 
hospitals to refuse to perform · the end, too, the Rev. Jerry Falwell 
abortions. did not get the babe he wanted and 

So the question is will the he and his friends are promising to 
presence of a woman in the make trouble for O'Connor. In the 
court affect the men in the end all that happened is what the 
court - and if so, how? "I think headlines announced: The Supreme 
her presence will have an . Court, for the first time in 191 years, 
extraordinary impact on the got a woman. And whatever the na-
male justices, a really good ture of the nominee, however -she 
impact;" says one highly - ..,..,~ turns out, it's bound to make a dif· 
successful Washington lawyer. -"i ference. · 
•rn the first place, every one of.1l Th~ other night I was told_a story" 
thQse guys will want her on his 

_.4.,..\..,;J... .. w ... .l ~J l .. ' 
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,· Judge O'Connor . ~ ·"- "; 

.. ·. . ... ,t . :.-s._;· ~ 

The appointment of Judge Sandra D. O'Con- races, interests and ethnic groups. Mr. Carter 
nor of the Arizona court of appeals to the U.S. boasted in last fall's campaign of the unprec. · ·. 
Supreme Court is a milestone in the process edented numbers of blacks, Hispanics and 
that began, many decades ago, with the suf- women made federal judges by him, when the 
fragette movement. But if the nation is lucky only reputable test of these judges is how well 
it will be that only incidentally and, in judi· and impartially they judge. 
cial terms, far more. · Mr. Reagan ill-advisedly chimed in with his 

Estimating juristic. potential is a tricky promise that "one of the first" of his appoin· 
business, but on paper Judge O'Connor looks tees would be female. The .architects of the 
promising - a law-review graduate of a dis· Republicah platform had already contribut­
tinguished law school, experienced in both ed their share of confusion by advancing the 
the legislative and judicial arenas of state misleading promise that no judge would be 
government, and by reputation a persan of .. appointed unless he or she is sound on the 
charm, gravity and judgment. Seyond that, '. (amily and "innocent human life," i.e., is anti· 
only time will tell . . ; .. ; ... .'; . . ::·: ~'.· ... ' · homosexual and .anti-abortion. _ . -. {./ 

What can be said, with some confidence, - · · It shouldn't be necessary to spell out, atthis 1 

is that if Judge O'Connor is the judge her sup- . late date, the perilous implications of politi· 
porters believe her to be she will not take cizing judicial preferment. By implication, it 

1 

as her mission the "symbolic" role which Mr. ·" suggests that the role of the judge is to begin, · 
Reagan spoke of last October when he prom- not end, with a judgmeQt in the most con- · 1 

ised that "one of the first" of bis Supreme troversial cases - before the case is heard; · 
Court appointees would be a woman. · and in,deed in.such cases begin with a judg-

No one in his right mind wants _his cause ment that assumes, as foreclosed, predsely 
judged by a "symbolic" jurist. And any judge what one or more1plaintiffs is arguing for or 
who sits in behalf of a special interest, politi· against. . . · 
cal or economic or sexual, should be im· There are two acceptable standards for 
peached for gross misconception-tof•office. ·,.judges and, all the. more, for justices of the . 

The same should be said of any judge who Supreme Court: tne law as it stands, tnclud­
deems it his or her mission to promote, pro- ing binding precedents, and the Constitu-
tect, or oppose, abortion as such; or women's tion. · , 
rights as such; or men's rights as such; or any : · That. Moral Majority and others purport to 
political cause as such, In the law there are · find in the Fourteenth Amenqment ·an im­
only citizen 's rights. plication that an unborn fetus is, from con-

It is not, however, surprising that confu· ception, a legal "person" is neither here nor 
sion should abound on this elementary point, there. It is legally and philosophically a most 
or that Judge O'Connor's nomination should disputable point - we emphasize, disputable. 
ignite a huge clamor - with Moral Majority, What matters is that no one who believes 
as usual, to the forefront - about the implica- otherwise, or whose interest or liberty rests 
tions of her votes on ERA and abortion in on a contrary view, 'Should fear that his or 
the Arizona senate. . her case has been decided before a word of 

Between them, though perhaps without fell argument has been spoken or a single brief 
intent, Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan . filed. 
have done a great deal to confuse the public · .. ,When the nation's courts, including the Su­
about the judge's role. They have advanced, preme Court, become tribunals of prejudg­
to a new level of acceptance, the deplorable .. ment on this or any matter.justice will have 
idea that the federal bench is a fit place for been perverted and the liberties of all will 
proportional representation of genders, ·be in jeopardy. 
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(Reagan Again 
~ Confo.unded 
~ His Detractors . . . 

• 
emocrats and other 
detractors are, 
again, writing on 
the blackboards of 
their minds, "Do 
not underestimate 

· Ronald Reagan." 
These are the 

people who were 
sure that the con­

. servative Republican president 
: would not nominate the first woman 
. in history for the Supreme Court. Or, 

in t~e unlik~ly event he did, just to 
fulfll~ a fairly porous campaign 
promise, that he would pick some 

· right-wing harridan, given to shut­
: tii:ig u~ ~hoplifters and putting down 
. mm~nties .. Much more likely, they 
· predicted, he would choose some 
: howlinglyconventional white male. 
; But the president confounded , 
: them by hitting on Sandra D. o·~on- ' 
, nor, a 51-year-old Sun Belt overac- · 
; hiever who has had an incompara- , 
· bl~ contemporary reality training, 
t.~emg the motlier of three sons, with 
· experience in three branches of 
: ~tate government and a long history 11 

· m Republican ,politics. . · ' 
· Judge O'Connor's credentiais.are ' 

in fact, so compelling that the Carter 
; White House included her in a list 

of potential federal judges. ' 
· Not only did Reagan take the wind : 
o~t of feminist s~ils - they are pur­

, rmg - .he made his nominee the sub­
.-Ject of emotional liberal approval for 
. her ene~ie~: 1:he ~ight wing is 
; aflame with mdignat10n. · · .· ·I 
· Ju.dge O'Connor's impeccability ' 
: was mstantly attested to by the wide 
· range of support she attracts in her 
; home state. Sen. Barry Goldwater 
• counseled a swift kick in the duff for 
; Moral Majoritarians who oppose her 
· . .for her rather tentative pro-abortion 
.and pro.-Eq~al ~ights Amendment ' 
stands. · · ·. · I 

At the opposite end of the spec­
trum, liberal Rep. Morris Udall I 
spe~ks of her in glowing terms, com­
panng her favorably to her former 
Stanford Law School classmate Jus-
tice William Rehnquist. · ' · 
. "She's not an ideologue or a fanat­
ic. She's the Elliot Richardon of Ari­
zona. Whenever something opens 
up, they think of her." 

The rig.Q.t wmg is massing to op­
pose . h~r co~firmation. They con­
cede lt is a losmg fight. Paul Weyrich 
of the Free Congress Foundation ad­
mits that he and like-minded orga­
nizations will settle for "Hickel-

. izing" her. That means · their 
exercise will be nothing more than 
a "cons~iousnes~-raising" process 
such as Richard Nixo1fs nominee for 
secretary of interior underwent at 
his confirmation hearings - from 
which he emerged much more a con­
servationist than he went in. 

"Next time," says Richard 
Viguerie; the right-wing direct mail­
man, "they'll think twice." 

The Department of Justice press 
~ffice lnsists that Judge O'Connor's 
Ult.towards abortion and ERA are 
much exag~erat~d. It seems that on 

~ • ' .:I. ... ~ -~ ' ' I • ..,. -}t• 
ab0rt10n, she was able, in their re- . ~ .. 
cent tete-a-tete, to convince the pres-

1 ident that she shares his personal ab­
horrence of it. On Equal Rights, says 

· Justice, which is being bombarded 
with calls from outraged Moral 
Majoritarians, she is "ambivalent." 

But most women, whether femin­
ists or not, are much more apt to fo. 
cus on Judge O'Connor's formidable 
achievements as an individual than 
on any votes about abortion - . one 
of which, she points out, was purely 
technical. She voted against a ban on 
use of Univeri>ity.of Arizona Hospital 
funds fop termin_11ting pregnancy on 
the grounds that the state constitu­
tion forbids non-germane amend­
ments. 

Ronald Reagan bas made much of 
' the fact that he would not consider 
a "judicial activist," by which he 
meant a liberal who makes law rath­
~r than interprets it. We know little 
about the judge's judicial philos­

. ophy. At her Phoenix press confer-
.. ence, she Yi:as so overcome by it all, 

not to mention the daunting pres­
ence of a special, importe<!r White 
House press aide, that she forb~9e 
any . discussion o.f ",substantive is­
sues!! - completely overlooking the 
{act that her long public history is . 1 
replete with votes and quotes, which 
although not easily found because of 
Arizona's rather casual record keep- -
ing can be discovered. . 

'What WOJllen _pr,obably focussed ' 
on was the attendance of her smiling 
husband, and her three presentable· 
sons. They saw that one who had 
come through the . fires of home­
career juggling to the other side. 

If not a "judicial activist," she 
must face charges of being a commu­
nity activist. The judge is a· joiner. 
She belonged to everything in Phoe- -
nix from the Junior League to the 
SaJvation.ArJllY board. And tber,e.is 

, nQt!ling cur~ory .~l>9Ul jt, .;~ 

F: o .ccrn fV" • 

UJ A-S \-\ . S"T¥t'R- ll-p-yt. 

"Sh JUL ~ 1981 
~came to every meeting," says 

a~ office~ of the Army. "She took a 
. big p~rt m the planning and con­

struction of a senior citizens' resi­
dence that was just opened. ·~·: , . .,., , 

. . She . has also served on the Pboe- · 
n~x Historical Board, the board of 
d1~ectors of Blue . Cross and Blue 
Sh~eld, the First National Bank of . 
Arizona and the National Confer- · 
ence of Christians ~nd Jews, which 
gave h~r an award m 1975. "She was 
never JUSt a name on 'a letterhead "· -· 
says !he ex~cutive director, Don Ea- · · 
gle. .She was no-nonsense, never 
doctrinaire, always showed common 
sense and logic." 

What ultimately 'recommendecf 
her to the conservative in the White· 
~ouse ~as pot . been divulged. The 
ngh~ wmg screams betrayal. The Re- ! 
P!-lbhcan platform called for a judi- , .: 
cial selection standard of "reverence ,:J 
for the life of the unborn." But Ron- ·:1 
ald Reagan, obviously doesn't feel . ·' 
bound by party prqmises. He has 1 

shown. a . smgular ·preference for 
honormg the pledges he made him­
self .,.. among which was a promise, 
~.ade under pressure, to put a qual· . ~ 
ified woman on the court 
Whil~ the Democrats· ·were ·i 

who~pmg up t~ picture hjm as the ·· 
captive of the right wing, ·he proved ' 
that he h~~ grasped the main point ·: 
about poll.tics: It is ·not just the art 
of the possible, it js the art of the un- · 1 
expected. . 1 • · · · ,: 

. \ : )._ ]; t ~ ·~~ 



Reagan'.s standing with 
women ~till shaky. · 

By Richard J. Cattani 
Staff correspondent of 

The Christian Science Monitor 
Washington 

With the appointment of a woman to the 
Supreme Court, President Reagan sought to 
patch a weak place in his political armor - . 
his lack of support_ ~ong college-educated i 
women. . ·· ' ~·- .. , •'..i'V 

?vfr. Reagan is unique among recent-presi--4 
dents in his relatively low standing among 
women. His more bellicose image, and his 
conservative stands on women's issues (like 
the Equal Rights Amendment [ERAJ and 
abortion) do not tell the whole story. 

· Reagan's vulnerability with the women's 
vote means he lacks the traditional firm an­
chor that support from women voters usually 
gives an incumbent when events turn against 
him. Male voters, traditionally more volatile, 
even though they . elected Reagan and con:­
tinue to support him, would be more apt to· 
leave him should the economy sour or foreign 
events entangle him in controversy. · 

The White House went to a woman for its 
fi.Fst Supreme Court appointment to head off a 
predicted firestorm of controversy over 
reneging on what many Americans took to be 
a campaign promise. . -

' Its particular choice - Arizona Judge San­
dra D. O'Connor - is seen - as a moderate 
within the conservative spectrum. This has 
angered issue-<>riented conservatives. But it 

helps to position Reagan more favorably 
among the majority of the women's constitu­
ency, who also tend to be moderate on wom­
en's issues. 

But most political observers do not see the 
proposed appointment of the first woman Su­
preme Court justice as wholly redressing the 
skepticism about him among women voters -
particularly among college-educated and pro­
fessional women but also among lower-in­
come women who see bis attitudes as harsh 
on social security and on a range of other eeo­
nomic issues important to women. 

Evidence of the disparity between the 
views of men and women on Reagan was 
clear on election day, and is just as evident 
today. -. 

Overall, men voted 37 percent for Carter, 
54 percent for Reagan, and 7 percent for inde­
pendent John Anderson last November, ac­
cording to the CBS News-New York Times 
exit poll. Women voted 45 percent for Carter, 
46 percent for Reagan, and 7 percent for Mr. 
Anderson. 

By education, men and women high school 
graduates voted about the same - 45 percent 
for Carter. But college-graduate men and 
women split sharply - the men 29 percent for 
Carter and 58 percent for Reagan, the women 
44 percent for. Carter and 41 percent for 
Reagan. . 

In the latest CB'S-NYT survey completed 
June Zl, which asked about approval of the 
President's perfonnance, the sex difference 
.again appears. Overall, the public approved 
Reagan's performance by a 59 percent to 23 . 

. pen:eot margto. Amoog D_teD. ~.· approva,tl · 

rating was 66 percent, disapproval 19 percent. 
Among women only 53 percent approved, 26 

. percent disapproved. , 
The sex difference also is shoWing in party 

identification, as the policy implications of · 
the Reagan era hit home. Women seem to be 
·thinking Democratic. Republican ranks ap-

. pear about evenly divided among men ·and 
women, in the latest CBS surv'ey. But 41 
percent of women call th~mselves Demo­
crats, compared with only 30 percent of the 
men. Among independents, the group most 

' apt to shift, men lead women 44 percent to 34 
percent. · • 

"In the last election, we had the largest · 
sex difference in history - a 10 percent edge 
for Carter among women," 5ays Tpm Smith, 
director of the National Opinion Research 
Center. .. 
· The principal election factor among men 

and women was economic performance under 
Carter, Mr. Smith says. After that, war and 
peace was the · biggest concern among 
women: followed by the ERA and possibly 
abortion . . "On social women's issue8 - abor-

. tion, ERA, would you vote for a woman presi­
dent - there is traditionally no difference be­
tween men and women, or men are ·even a 
liWe more liberal," Smith says. "On anything 

: to do with war or violence - capital punish-
. ment, gun control - there is a 10 percent to 20 

percent difference, with women the more · 
cautious." -

White .House officlals acknowledge that a 
WOtDan nominee WaS their primary Choice 

-~ ~-~~·-:~-~~~~~~.~~~~.-
. -

privately announced his retirement to .Vice­
President George Bush in !'1arch. 

Judge O'Connor's views and actions as a 
legislator on a range of issues put her close to 
the mainstream of American opinion on these 
issues. She leans toward the ERA: 40 percent 
of the public favors it, 25 percent oppose it, 
and 28 percent haven't an opinion, according 
to the June NBC poll. On abortion, Judge 
'O'Connor Sa.ys she personally opposes· abor-. 
tion, thinks it swtable for legislative action, 
but does not take a d0ctrinaire stance : The 
public by 71 percent to 21 percent rejects a 
constitutional amendment to ban abortion, 
and prefers to leave an abortion decision to 
the woman an!! her physician. · Her rejection 
of busing fits with the majority who oppose it. 

"A woman appointee had to be a mode~ 
ate," contends I. A. Lewis, opinion ~lyst for 

· the Los Angeles Times, "Reagan had two 
choices: either appoint a woman or appoint a 
conservative." A conservative woman would 

. have gained Reagan nothing with the right-to­
life, anti-ERA women who were already with I 
him, while offending the majority ~f women 
wboarealreadyskepticalofhim. -~ .~. ~ ... 

JUL .1 rJ '/ 

- ' "It was hetter to pick a woman nOw~ ·and 
pay those due bills from the campaign, "·ana­
lyst Lewis says. "Reagan came out with a 
pledge to appoint a woman in the first place 
because he was soft with women.'! ,•_;, · · 

Michae~ Barone, a ~ocrati~ . political 
strategist, agrees Reagan made a correct tac­
tical ·decision. However, be doe& not see 
Reagan gaining politically from the decisiQD 
fn the IC?OB nm. . - . · . 

-~ ~·~ ":. "':. ·- ". - •. -'.' _v._ .... ;1.., .... ~ ~· - ·~ •;,, .. ; ""- - .~.;,. • a. ;._• ... ;. 
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~ · 
influenc~ nonlin3tion, recent deci¢i0n~ :~ 

1980-81 .r.ulings leave 
actiyism to Cong~.ess _ .. - .. . ·." . ;..- ,. 

By Julia Malone 
. Staff correspondent of · - ·1 

• · - • 

The Christian Science Monitor 
· · · '"' · ·· Washington 

President Reagan's choice of a conserva­
tive new justice may not be needed to change 
the direction of the US Supreme Court. The 
change already has come. 1 ~ ~ ,>;, :;""~ -;~; . 
. Mr. Reagan wants justices to interpret 

laws, not create them. He is calling for a bum­
ble court, one that will giv~ way to states and 
Congress. - .•;r: . "': ·r--•"' l' l " r:7"' ,": .. :.. • 

The justices have shown in the just-ended 
session that they already feel the shift in the 
political ~ds. No longer the activists who 

, ordered 'SChools· to--desegfo- -
Analysis gate and legalized abortion, 

the justices this term appear 
.._ ____ to have placed a mat in front · 
of their marble-hailed courthouse that reads: 
"The buck does not stop hel"E1" .. 

"The overriding theme is deference to l 
Congress," says constitutional scholar A. E . 1 
Dick Howard of the University of Virginia 
Law Scllool. The court has been setting that 
course for the past few years, he says, but it 
"seems to me it's been even stronger this 
term." 
- Although the high court carried the "defer-

. ence" theme into several areas, the most no­
table was national security. The court's ·po­
tentially most explosive case of the year, the 
·Challenge to the all-male draft registration 
la~. pr~uc~ a~ mg t at gives Congress 
wide latitude m nulitary matters. The court 
made it clear that in raising an army and 
na~. the Constitution bestows on Congress 
special powers that supersede the concept of 
equal tfeatment for men and women. The out­
come on draft registration was almost univer­
sally expected. A decision to overrule the all­
male draft in the face of great congressional 
?pposition would have put the court precar- · 
iously far out on a judicial activist limb. 

Equally .expected was the decision to up­
hold former President Carter's financial set­
tlement with Iran to ·release the Ameiican 
hostages. Throughout US history, the Su­
preme Court has given the chief executive 
broad power in matters of diplomacy. 

But what was not predicted was the high 
court's broad endorsement of the executive 
power to strip a US citizen of his passport. In 
the case, Ph1lip Agee, a former CIA official 
who was exposing undercover CIA agents 
lost his passport on the grounds that he wa~ 
endangering "national security and foreign. 
policy." · · · 
~~~gee ruling sent chills down the back~­

of _ci:ru hbertarians. It also displeased 'Justice 
Wiiiiam J . Brennan Jr., one of the court's two 

most consistent liberals. Justice Brennan 
pointed out in his dissent that such power 

. c~uld even extend to limiting travel of news 
reporters in El Salvador. 
: .- One area where the high court 1this term 
moved against 'the prevailing winds was in · 
safety and environmental regulations. Even 
as President Reagan set about deregulating 
US industry, the Supreme· Court staunchly 
backed the federal power to protect textile 
workers from cotton dust no matter the cost. 
It also .upheld rules that . regulate strip 
mining. · · ;.,,. .. ~ - : -· ;' '. 

Other important developments in the 
court's 1980-81 term include: 
· · • Sex discrimination cases: Supporters of 

women's rights see one big victory and three 
sound defeats from the term. The court 

. opened· an important door for .equal pay suits. 
In a publicized "comparable worth" case, the 
court allowed a suit even though the women, 
who were jail matrops, had ·somewhat differ­
-ent jobs from · the men. who were prison 
"guards: · ' · . · · ' : , /. . 
. . But overall, feminist lawiers ~ gloomy 
.because. as Uiey., • . it, ~. 'Sµpreme Court 
re~ to grant w0men ~same equal pro­

. tection rights that · it · haS :. given ·minorities. 

. "'Th.iS court told us it's not there for us·, ... says 
Judith Lichtman, director of the Women's Le­

. gal Defense Fund . . 
Ms. Lichtman' calls. the draft ruling the 

' "worst." .. . '... . · ·· · ... ·. . '. . 
· • Speech and expreaiOll: In this area, the 

court .went · in several. direct10ns. It came 
. down. hard. aiaiDSt eXPre&sion: when . it . ~ 
volved exposing CIA agents abroad, , but at 
home, it for.bade a small town in New Jersey 
to.pass a law banning nude dancing. In a com­
plex ruling, the court also struck down as too 
broad a local ban on noncommercial bill­
boards. But it upheld a state fair's rule that 
(:;onfined religious solicitation to a booth. 

• Religion: In a close (5 to 4) ruling, the 
. high court threw out a Kentucky law provid­
ing for posting a copy of the"Ten Command­
ments in all public classrooms. In another 
case, the justices gave a boost to religious 
freedom by requiring Indiana .to pay unem­
ployment benefits to a worker who quit his job 

. manufacturing weapons because of religious 
conviction. 

• Racial equality: The court rejected the 
argument that blocking off a street between 
white and black neighborhoods was unconsti­
tutional. The court indicated that without 
proving intentional discrimination the black 
community had no case. ' 

The court saw a num~r· of cases involving 

police or fire department "affirmativ~ ac­
tion". plans for hiring minorities and women. 
But it refused to hear any of them; leaving 
those plans standing. : 1 

• Family: The court agreed to hear• the 
plea of a father ·who wanted to block a stepfa­
ther from adopting his children .. The justices 
also voted to hear a case involving · parents 
who said they were unfairly denied all rights 
to their children and a case involving a child­
snatching dispute. However. for various rea­
sons, the court ended up dropping each of 
those cases without ruling. ,. ' , 

In the one important case, the court ruled 
that po<>r parents are not entitled to free attor­
neys when states try to remove their parental 
rights. 

The court bowed to parental autl)ority by 
upholding a Utah statute that requires doc­
tors to inform parents, if possible. before per­
forming an abortion on a minor. That ruling is 

· seen as evidence of · backtracking on the 
court's landmark 1973 decision affirming a 
woman's rightto have an ab0i1io . ·"""~ 
· • Criminal proeedure and prisons: The 
most 'important ruling prohibited the use of 
surprise psychiatrtc testimony in a sentenc­
ing hearing. The ruling overturned the con­
victions of. eight ,death row prisoners. ·: · "'. . · 

. In search cases, the high court sent nrtxed 
signals . . In one case, police were forbidden to 
open a wrapped package found in the back 
end of a car .. But in another, police were~!­
lowed to examine a coat found in the passen-

. ger. compartment of a C¥ after an arresting 
-officer smelled marijuana smoke "" ·~,_,., 

• ' : .·:' ',-1 (•~· · 6"" .. 

The court narrowed the guarantee that · a 
~rson Will _be warned of bis right to remain 
sdent after arrest. Over spirited dissent, the 
court ruled that police do not have to follow a 

. rigid formula· when isSuing the' 'so-called 
"Miranda" · · · "' warnings. ,. - ,"~>,'.- · «: . ._,;·.'!$'., 

. The. court . also ruled , that housing two 
pnson mmates in a cell built for one does not 
constitute cruel and unusual punishment. 

. . ' 
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Rowland Evans · 
And Robert Novak 

Why<Did He. 
Choose 
Her? 

A hurriedly prepared, error~filted 
memo by a young Justice Department 
lawyer convinced President Reagan to go 
through with nominating Judge Sandra 
O'Connor to 'the Supreme Court, even at 
grave political risk. 

The memo.softened O'Connor's pro­
abortion record that has stunned Moral 
Majority elements in Reagan's coalition. 
That the president accepted it at fa~e 
value broadened suspicions that his nar­
row flow of information subjects hlm 1to 
staff manipulation. · : 

Even so, .if the president took serio~!Y 
the Moral Majority and its issues;: 'he 
would have found it difficult t.O· prc'k 
O'Connor. · Thus, fundamentalists ··\vho 
turned on Jimmy Carter after they;Jelt 
deceived by him may feel the sam~ f.Yl\Y 
about Ronald Reagan. . .. : 
· O'Connor surely will be confirmea. 
But important conservative Republicans 
in Congress, while keeping mum publk­
ly, grumble privately ,that the president 
has lost control of his own admini.Stra­
tion ti:> . moderate forces in general .;atid 
chief of staff James Baker III in particu-
1 

... 
ar. . .. 

The remarkable fact is "that .R~$in 
was unaware·that the right-to~life ·mQV.e­
ment found O'Connor totally unacce~t­
able · until her probable nomination 
leaked out just before the Fourth of J.uly 
weekend. The resulting avalanche-of op­
position. then gave the president serj~ 
pause. · ~- · 

For eXample, Trudy Camping, one' of 
O'Connor's former state Senate' "col­
leagues, sent the White House a decade­
old stack of clippings about O'Conhor. 
They revealed a moderate social liberal 
supporting the Equal Rights Amend­
ment for women, advocating free choice 
on. a~rtion and urging caution in~ fe-
str1ctmg pornography. · 

On Monday, July 6, the preside~f~le-
. phoned Attorney General William 

French Smith, who had given Re'a.~an 
the Justice Department's O'Connor 
recommendation. Reagan wanted a 
quick check on this abortion business . 

. Smith turned the task over to his young 
counselor, Kenneth W. Starr, who tele­
phoned O'Connor herself. 

The neict' day, Starr handed Smith a 
two and one-half page memo giving 
~'Connor .a clean bill of health on ,a-por­
tion by usmg legal gymnastics to exgfaiu 
her Arizona legislative record. While 
Starr's memo said O'Connor "has"' no 
reoollection" of·how she voted on -a--i970 
bill to legalire abortion, in fact she :Was a 
co-sponsor of the measure and voted:for 

' it as it was defeated 6-to-3 in committee. 
1 "Judge O'Connor further indicated,.in 

. response to my questions," Starr , c9n­
cJuded his memo, "that she had never 
been a leader or outspoken advoca~' on 

. behalf of either pro-life or abortlon­
righf:I! organizations. She knows welr.the 
Arizona leader of the right-to-life .move­
ment, a prominent female physician~in 
Phoenix, and has never had any dispy.tes 
or controversies with her." . 
· Starr did not bother to cheok! '~ith 
that "prominent female ph)'!iiciilli'.'.­
Dr. Carolyn · Gerster, a national: anti­
abortion activist. If he had, the aitbrney 
general's man would have gotten an:ear­
fui. C?erste~ told us "I had an adversary 
pos_1t1on with Sandra O'Connor", in· the 
1970s when the, Supreme Court ntnn~ee 
was "one of the' most"powerful pro:'abor­
_tionists in t~e [Arizona] Senate." Gfu:rster 
stil! ~arbors .an 11-year-old grie\iimce, 
claiming Senate Majority Leader O'{fon­

. nor broke her word by burying 'ah:;a'nti-
abortion proposal in caucus. . ' ; ~:' 
. Based ·on .Starr's memo, S~ith! ~as-

.· . . ' . .._ 

"Th - l 'bl \~ . e more p ausi e .·('.' 
riXJSon ls that Reaga~-:~ 
shares the view that the 
Moral Majority i~ ~ot· · 
vital to his political 

. cpalition." 

sured Reagan that O'Connor offered no 
problems. Baker, pavid Gergen ..and 
other senior presidential aides said~ the 
same thing, 'contending only right-\ving 
kooks were making a fuss. Reagan 
agreed, telephoning prominent ·anti­
abortion .Republicans to reassure 1bem 
that "she's all right." -~·· .. 

Eager to announce the nomination' be­
.fore opp_osition could build, nobody, at 
the White House bothered to · probe 
0'.Connor's record. But right.-wipgers 
will ?other, not in realistic hope of 

· blocking her · nomination, but to '1eter 
Reagan from similar choices for future 
court vacancies. 

~ : a·c~v-

~· 
· No matter how pure future RR.,iig~n 
justices are, however, innocence ha;.;' ge­
parted for right-to-life activists. Dr .. Ger · 
ster cannot forget a 45-minute m¢fng 
with Reagan in Rye, N.Y., on Jan:~ i7, 
1980, in which candidate Reagan !)r~m­
ised her that his first appointment to.lhe 
court would share their anti-a~rtion 
views. She chooses to believe tha,t the 

· president has been misled by advise;s:: 
· But the more plausible explanad:qn is 
that Reagan shares the view · oC Jim 
Baker and his other aides that the Moral 
Majority is not vital to his poli.tical eOilli­
tion. He has given that signal by ignoring 
its sensibilities in selecting S~dra . 
O'Connor. · .•. -. 
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Tactics of O'fA>nnor Foes 
Irritate. Sen. Humphrey 

By Fred Barbash and Lou Cannon 
Wa.!hlngton Post Staff Wrlt.ers 

'. The New Right escalated its battle · 
against the Supreme Court nomina· 
tion of Sandra D. O'Connor yesterday 
with charges that either the Jusuce 
Department or O'Connor herself had '. 
tried to "cover up" her JX>Sition on 
abortion. In the process, however, the 
conservative group angered another 
one of its traditional Senate allies, 
Sen. Gordon J. Humphrey (R-N.H.) 
: Humphrey · said he had ·taken no 
position on the nomination but ob­
jected to the "hip-shooting of O'Con­
nor's opponents .... They shouldn't 
¢ategorize or .stereotype someone with­
out waiting for full hearings. I don't 

·think they've done themselves any fa-
·Vors." 

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) said yes­
terday that O'Connor would come 
here next week for a meeting with 
members of the Judiciary Committee, 
an unusual step to allow questioning 
}Jy senators about her views on abor­
tion. 
, Meanwhile, sources said the contro­
Yersy was beginning to trouble the 
,White House, which began an effort 
t.o prepare O'Connor for the confir­
mation fight ahead. The Wl\ite House 
8ssigned its highly regarded chief lob­
hyist, Max · L. Friedersd9rf, tO the 
case. 
; Day three of the battle began with 
a dispute about an internal Justice 
Department memorandum distributed 
,by Conservative Caucus Chairman. 
Howard Phillips and . other anti­
abortion activists at a morning news 
:conference. 
. The memo describes O'Connor's re­
sponses on the day before her nom- · 
ination to questions on her record as 
·an Arizona state senator. Kenneth W. 
Starr, a top Justice Department of­
ficial, reported that O'Connor indi­
cated "that she had never been a 
leader or outspoken advocate on be· 
half of either pro-life or abortion­
rights organizations." But Starr also 
reported that she ''has no recollection" 
of how she voted on a 1970 Arizona 
bill to decriminalize abortion. 

Kathleen Teague; one of the anti­
abortion speakers at the news confer-
' ence, said the memo showed a "cover­
up~ by the Justice Department or 
O'Connor because, among other 
~hings, <?'Connor co-sponsored the bill I 

,m s_uest10n and voted for it. I 

, That .was when ev~nts began back­
, fuing on the anti-abortionistB. Legis­
'.lative records · in Arizona contradicted 
'Teague's claim that O'Connor co­
:sponsored the bill, according to the 

, : keeper of the records, Greg Jernigan. 
· Consulting the records, Jernigan said 
'the only abortion bill O'Connor spon­

-- sored was one giving doctors and hos- . 
pitals the right to refuse abortions. 

Newspaper accounts, howev~r, con­
firmed Teague's statement that 
O'Connor voted for the decriminaliza­
tion proposal in committee. 

The anti-abortion group held its 
news conference in a room reserved in 
the Capitol by one of Humphrey's 
Senate staff members. That caUsed 

the second flap for O'Cormor's oppo-
nents. · 
. Humphrey, ge~erally a ·. staunch · 

New Right supporter, had not been 
informed of the purposes of the news . 
conference. When he found out, ; 'a . 
press aide began calling reporters to , · 
disassociat.e the senator from the 
whole enterprise. Humphrey· later ·.said 
he was "quite upset" by the incident. . , 
· Humphrey said he has taken no 

position on the nomination .. end "did 
not ·want to be . identified With . one: ; 
Beyond that, ·he · said he objected-'to 

· the "hip-shooting" of the opponents:. 
"They're objecting to mcilt ::..of her 
votes as a senator," he said '"I know 
full . ·well that· votes·· can be miscon­
strued." 

Humphrey's · -reaction illustrated 
what appears to be a delicat.e but 
clear shift in alliances on the right 
with implications beyond the O'Con­
nor dispute. Many conservative pol­
iticians, including President Reagan, 
seem anxious to· use this opportunity 
to publicly separate themselves from 
the far-right organimtions that helped 
el~ them and to identify themselves 
with a more moderate conservatism. 

At this point, however, Reagan and 
the anti-abortion forces are avoiding 
direct confrontations. Phillips and his 
allies at yesterday's news conference 
took pains to place the blame for the 
nomination. ?n aides to Reagan, who 
they say DllSinformed the president. 

White House officials have in turn 
decided not to respond to ihe criti ~ 
cism themselves. Instead, that task 
has been left to the Justice Depart-
ment and Starr. · 

, - ' I.I 1.,,1,,1 II.I IV .. • 

W ~Lt-St-+ \ \/oST~· 

JUL 1 0 190' 

Yesterday, Starr dismissed the Mcov- \ 
er-up" allegation. He said the mem­
orandum he wrote "accurately memo­
rialized my conversations" ·with 
O'Connor. 

The memorandum . does suggest 
that the administration might have 
been caught off guard by the abortion 
controversy. The telephone call to dis­
cuss her voting record came after of­
ficials had already spent hours talking 
to O'Connor and after Reagan had 
made the decision ·to nominate her. . 

Starr's inquiry appeared ·to ·· be · a 
last-minute response to pre- E 
announcement indications of trouble 
on the abortion question .. . 

The next round of the fight is ex-
. pected to revolve around the timing of 
the confirmation hearings. The anti­
abortionists urged the Judiciary Com­
mittee to JX>Stpone any hearings until 
late Sept.ember. The Reagan · admin­
istration is pushing for hearings by 
late July. 
---- ------



T .HE NOMINATION of Sandra Day O'Connor 
to 'the Supreme Court has much ·more to do 

with the Reagan administration's continuing com-
1 

mitment to smart politics than it has to do with any 
corilliutment to ·equal rights for women. AB historic 
and syjrlbolic as it might be to fmally have a woman · 
on tile~ Supreme Court, the moat immediate . impact 
of the' nomination is that it will diffuse for some 
tin:le the criticism that the Reagan administration .is 
insensitive to the interests of women. 

Fo~: president who has consistently fared worse · 
with ·Women-in polls, who has been repeatedly. crit­

• .-.~. by women leaders throughout his party for 
·~j~ure :to appoint women, and who is backped­
:t1· · ' ;on· affirmative action, this was a splashy move 
.._ . - · ) :annot .help but boost his popularity among 
~ ... - ' en.,:- at least for a while. Tut he has gotten 

i -~rnf'!e mileage out of this one appointment than 
~ ~id.~~t -Carter got out of more than 40 appoint­
"' • · nt:s'.~ of ~omen to the federal bench is but one j 

-- JUDY MANN 

s ·T ·.·. 
. measure of the political brilliance of the nommation. 

Another - and the assumption has to be that it 
was by design - · is that the appointment. has cre­
ated a breach between the president and the coali­
tion of antiabortionists and right-wing fundamen­
talists whose influence on the· administration has 
been of . growing concern to moderate Republican 
women. That breach, created by the coalition's shrill 
overreactions to O'Connor's abortion record, will· 
help dissipate the -perception that the presi?ent ~ 
unduly beholden to a group of people who tradi~ 
tionally have been quarantined on the fringes of 
American politics. I 

Bobbie Greene .. Kilberg, a former associate legal 
counsel to President Ford and the vice chairman of 
the Reagan-Bush women's policy advisory board 
during the campaign, is a moderate who believes the 
nomination of a political moderate to the Supreme 
Court is a major statement of the administration's 
intentions. . . 

"They're making a statement to the American 
people that Ronald Reagan is not going to be an 
ideologue in his nominations to the court, that he's 
going to look at the broad record of an individual 
when he appoints someone, that he's going to ap­
point a solid person in every sense of the word," she 
said. "That's key to the future of the Supreme 
Court .... 

''To me," said Kilberg, "one of her additional as- ' 
sets is the nature of her opposition. It is inconceiv­
able to me that they wouldn't know they'd get this 
reaction from the New Right. I think it's a move to-

cu ~SW . ~oSI 
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ward the political center .. ." and a statement that JUL 1 0 · 1 
goes way beyond the court . . . . I think Ronald / 
Reagan is going to continue to surprise us during his ; 
presidency." · I 

It is clear from the reaction of the New Right 
leaders that they wanted to subvert the mission of 
the Supreme Court of the United States to one nar­
row cause. They jumped on the fact that O'Connor, 
while in the Arizona state legislature, cast several 
votes that they considered "pro-abortion." That she 
also voted for a measure that would allow hospital 
employes the right to refuse to perform abortions 
did not matter. That she assured the president that 
she is personally opposed to abortion was not 
enough for them. For all their talk of God, moth­
erhood and country, the New Right leaders have 
made it · clear that in the land of their dreams no 
une is eligible for the Supreme Court who is not as 
fanatically opposed to abortion as they are. 

How much they were Willing to compromise the 
Supreme Court for the sake ofa single issue is even 
more striking if you think .how few ·abortion ques­
tions will be coming to the court. Out of 4,000 pe­
titions for review of cases given the court each term, 
only a handful deal with abortion. Of the 300 or so 
cases the court agreed to review during the past two 
terms, it issued decisions in only two cases that in­
·volved abortion. 
· Far more important than the judge's position on 
:abortion ought to be what kind of a judge she is 
'. and what she will bring to the court. At 51, she 
·brings youth. She brings the experience of having 
excelled in _.situations in _,which she was in a minor­
. ity. She brings the experience of having worked in 
·and led a state legislature - an experience that 
:gives her ·a unique perspective on a court -that ex­
:amines state legislation but whose justices have no 
. experi~nce as state legislators. And, having served on 
. a state court, she brings still more experience to a 
court that has not had an appointee with that back -
ground since Justice William Brennan. 

President Reagan had a lot to lose by appointing 
' an ideologue and he had a lot to lose by appointing 
. a woman who, regardless of her abortion views, 
'. could have been found judicially less than compe-
tent. From everything we know so far about Judge 

. O'Connor, Reagan did well by himself and well by 
the American people. 



~OLDWATER FAULTS \ 
O'CONNOR CRITICS 

Anti-Abortion Groups Step Up 
Their Attacks and Senator 

; . Tells Them to 'Back Off' 

. ~ WASHINGTON, July 9 (UPI) - Con­
servative groups today intensified their 
attack on Judge Sandra Day O'Connor, 
President Reagan's nominee for the Su­
preme Court, despite Republican pre­
dictions of victory and warnings from 
Senator Barry Goldwater that they 
should "back off." 
'. The Senate Republican leader, How­
ard H. Baker Jr. of Tennessee, said 
Judge O'Connor would be "confirmed 
easily" but indicated that final approval 
inigbt be delayed until September. 
. Mr. Baker said at a news conference 
that Senator Strom Thurmond of South 
Carolina, chairman of the Judiciary 
toMmittee, bad assured Mr. Baker that 
be was "ready to move" as soon as the 'l 
Wbi~e ~ouse formally submitted the 
nomination. -. . · 

Mr. Baker predicted that Judge 0'· 
Connor would be "confirmed easily ei­
ther before the recess, more likely 
shortly after we return" on Sept. 9. 

Would Join Court ln Fall 

Judge o•eoiinor, 51 years old, a for-1 
mer Republican leader in the Arizona 
Legislature, serves on the Arizona Court 
of .Appeals. If confirmed, she will re-· 1 
ptace Associate Justice Potter Stewart , 
when the Court, now in summer recess, I 
reCcinvenes on the first Monday of o~ ; 
ber ~ -·· . . 

.·~ti-abortion forces have denounced 
two votes that she cast in 1970 and 197'.4, 
while a member of the Arizona Senate, 
and to some extent her past support for 
the proposed equal rights amendment to 
the Federal Constitution. \ 

Senator Gcildwater, Mrs. O'Connor's n
1 leading supporter, declared in a Senate II 

speech that "a lot of foolish claptrap" I 
had beeri circulated about her position. I 

"Instead of jumping to conclusions I 
about her views, on the basis of years' ~ 
old positions that were taken in a differ· 
ent context and setting, why can't these • 
people wait until the nomination hear­
ings?" Mr. Goldwater asked. "1be 
right-to-life groups are totally off base 
and should back off." 

But a coalition of 21 conservative and 
anti-abortion groups charged that Mr. 
Reagan did not fully understand Judge 
O'Connor's voting· record. The charge 
involved a Justice Department memo­
randum given to Mr. Reagan that said 
Judge O'Connor did not remember how 
she yoted on ~e ~97~ measure. 

"I think when he bas all the facts - if 
they are true - he may change his 
mind," said Paul Weyrich, head of the 
Committee for the Survival of a Free 
Congress. "I ~ the decision was 
made without all the cards in the deck," 

The White House said that Judge O' -
Connor was~ to come to Wash­
ington next weelt to meet with members 
of the Judiciary Committee. But a sur- 1 
vey of the panel revealed no outright op- . 
position, with about half the members 
leaning in favor of the nomination and 
others withholding judgment pending 
confirmation hearings. · 1 · 

Senator Jesse Helms, Republican of i 1 

North Carolina, a leading conservative 1 < 
who is a member of the Judiciary Com. i l 
mittee, told reporters today that he I 
would not comment before he talks with 1 • 
Mrs. O'Connor next week. · 1 I 

f : o'cotJNaY" 
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Reagan Accused of Betrayir.5 ll.ight 
Coalition Blasts 'Coverup' 
Of Court Nominee's Record 

By Phil Gailey 
Washington Star Staff Writer 

A coalition of conservative and anti-abortion 
groups, complaining that Ronald Reagan has ig­
nored them in his administration, yesterday ac­
cused the president of political betray~l in his 
nomination of Sandra D. O'Connor to·the U.S. Su-
preme Court. · 

The coalition warned that the nomination will 
cost the president conservative grassroots sup­
port for his economic program and will create 
new political difficulties for Republican senators 
who vote to confirm O'Connor over the -protest 
of pro-life activists. 

But Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker dis­
missed consertative criticism of O'Connor, say­
·ing it is "not likely to be a serious obstacle to her 
confirmation." He predicted that she "will be con­
firmed easily by the U.S. Senate." 

'. Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., called the coali­
tion's warnings "a lot of foolish claptrap" and said 

. conservative groups were risking their credibil· 
·ity by their attacks on O'Connor. 

The White House believes its effort to defuse 
r ight-wing opposition to the nomination is work· 
ing, but opponents vowed not to give up th!) fight. 

. Representatives of 21 "New Right" organiza­
tions held a news conference yesterday in a Sen­
ate conference room to launch a broadside attack 
against the O!Connor nomination, with the · an- · 
nounced intention of making her the Ernest 
Lefever of the abortion issue. · 

"Just as liberals were active against Ernest 
Lefever because of his symbolism, we believe . 
there is important symbonsm in this · nomina­
tion," said Howard Phillips, the national director 
of the Conservative Caucus. 

Le fever's nomination to be the administration's 
· top hl\man rights.official at the State Department 

was strongly o):>posed by liberals and moderates 
of both parties, and he withdrew his name after 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee over· 
whelmingly rejected his selection. 

· Phillips aJ;ld other conservatives charged that 
Justice Department officials had misled the presi­
dent about O'Connor's record on abortion and so-
. cial issues and suggested that a "coverup" of her · 
record is still going on inside the administration. 

· "Clearly," said Phillips, "Ronald Reagan and El· 
eanor Smeal (head of the National Organization 
fqr Women) both can't. be right. I'm afraid Elea­
nor Smeal has the facts better than the president." 
. The "coverup" charge came in response to.a Jus­

tice Department memo prepared by Kenneth W . 
Starr, counselor to Attorney General William 
French Smith. In the memo, Starr said he had in­
terviewed the nominee and "she indicated she 

I had no reCOlleCtiOn Of hOW She VOted" On a bill 

l 
to end crminal.prohibitions against abortion. 

But Kathleen Teague, executive director of the 
/\merican Legislative Exchange Council, told re· 
porters: "The information we have on her abor­

. tion record', when compared with the information 
• contained in.the memorandum ... shows an appar­
e~t prima facie cbverup either on the part of Mrs. 
0 ~onnor or on the part bf the attorney general's 
office, or both, of her voting record on abortion.~ 

Trudy Cam.ping, who served in the Arizona 
State Senate with O'Connor, said O'Connor · the 

': first , woman e¥~r nominated to the Sup;eme 
.~ourt, had supported pro-abortion . ~egislati9n 
. ili!oqghout.her term ii! office" despite Reagan's 

; cl~1m tlrnt hE:r views on.abortion are compatible 
. .with his ow_n and t_he position of the Republican 

Party platform. . 
._ '"Ilhose ~f ;us.in Arizona who have worked long · 
· and hard m the trenches to elect our president 
. are sl!ocked by the hurried manner in which this · 

nomination has · been handled without careful 
Scrutiny of her record,~ she said . 

. Another part of O'Connor's pro-abortion record 
cited at the news conferencewas her sponsorship 
of a family planning act which her critics con tend 
would have allowed minors to get abortions with­
out the consent of their parents. 

-· ' ! ·!-- - -! .J ! .. _ \... : '11 . r • . • 
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~·~'he coauuoo s 11rn m ; orn 01 parucu1ars against 
t onno~ also mcludes her opposition to mand a­
Eory capital punishment, her support for the 
q~a! Rights Amendment, and her vote against 

~f:tncti~ns on the sal~ of pornographic materi· 

Meanwhile, Sen. Gordon Humphrey, R-N.H., 
~as embarrassed and angry after it was disclosed 

at he had ~rranged for the conservative groups 
ttho use a Senate meetmg room in the Capitol for 

e news conference . 

An aide said the senator made the room ava .. 
able at the request of the Conservative Cauc · ~ 
but did not know it was to be used as a settir 
for the conservative attack on O'Connor. · 

Humphrey 1s uncommitted on the nominatir­
and. according to th~ aide, was "very upset" whe­
he learned about his name being linked to tr 
news conference. 

"In the future he will see to it that the Const>­
v.auve Caucus gets no help from this office in g-:-· 
ttn P 11 .<>i=>n lltP roo m " s 11 irl thP :ii rl P 
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Reagan, O'Connor and the power of political parado.x 
7/to/$'1 ('(ewsd41A _ . · · . 

O
NE OF THE SUBTLE, gFeat, bd altogether President Leo c6rbet, who served with her from her," says Corbet. "And he's going to." O'Connor's 
admirable strengths of the American political 1969-74. "She ls personally against abortion, bui-not support in the Republican and Conservative 
system ls the ability of Its leaders-within {so blind that she can't see . . . well, I should let her es.tablisbment seems solid. Corbet and Jacquin are 

limits-to go against their own constituencies. Nixon speak for herself." part of that solid front. 
the Red-baiter reopened relations with China. John· "I think most people wlll feel totally comfortable Meanwhile, Reagan has the approval of the vast 
son the Southerner pushed civil rights. And Reagan with her on those kinds of issue&," says former majority of women and most men, who concede that 

Beth 
Fallon 

the ERA opponent Senate President William Jacquin, now head of the placing a woman on the court ls long overdue. And in 
nominated Sandra Day Ariwna Chamber of Commerce. "These people rais- one stroke he disarms the liberai opposition to a 
O'Connor to the United log the issue maybe they're doing it more for their conservative nominee. "They're pleased as hell be 
States Supreme Court. own constitu~ncy their own troops. She will handle didn't nominate Attila the Hun," chuckles Corbet. 

It ls in such events herself according' to the law. I think you'll all find ~ Getting somewhat lost in the furor is the question 
that America signals that she'll be a superb jurist." , of what kind of justice Sandra O'Connor might be. 
a consensus bas been "I'm against abortion I've voted against it,,; says· Corbet and Jacquin are both fierce partisans. Corbet 
reached by ~e majority Corbet. "I probably belfeve D5% of what the Moral grew up on .the ranch next to hers. J acquin, who .as 
after some bi~r strug. Majority says. But where 1 fall off the truck is with senate ~re~1de~t !'1ore or Ies_s had _the·t ~ajor;!y 
~le. Through it.s initia· some people on the far right and the far left not leadership m his ~ift, says he tried to give 1. :o her m 
lion ~Y the outsider, .the accepting that somebody else can have a different he~ ~econd year m ~e senate. S~e turned 1t down, 
skeptic, the i;ometime <>Pinion. They're 80 intractable they don't believe wa1tmg three. years to be ready, he says. She then 
opponent, the change be-\ people of good will can differ on isssues. This single defeated the incumbent,. Corbet recalls. 
comes not only vali· . . . . "She prepares, she's mtellectually pure in terms 
dated; l>ut somehow saf- iss~e s~f- is destroymg politics, especially local of willingness to look at all sides of issues," says 
er. So it is with Reagan politics. - Corbet. "She's got a great sense of balance about her. 
and O'Connor on th.ls f: IS WITH his fringe that Reagan has problems I think she'll be a great thing for this country. She 

momentous occasion. ' · on this nomination, just as Nixon dld on China will be-I'm not sure this is a super analogy 
O'Connor will not solve nor perhaps ameliorate and Johnson did on race. But if you pick your but-she'll be for women what Jackie Robinson was 

the discrimination problems faced by American shots in politics, and don't do it too o~ten, you can go· when he broke into big league baseball. She will be 
women, and her abortion position, from what former \ against your fringe, even while they howl "betrayal." an all-star." 
colleagues in the Arizona state legislature said'\ On this one, Reagan bas the best of all possible If she ls, Ronald Reagan will benefit by pro;xy 
yesterday, will probably tum out to be much too worlds . . Barry Goldwater will lead the figJlt for from every woman who ever marched, or burned a 
conservative for pro-choice people and still not rigid O'Connbr's confirmation: ",He has enough chits bra, or hollered, or sued, for equality. So be it . 
enough for right-to-lifers. "Those abortion votes around in the Senate that when he puts his personal Sandra Day O'Connor will benef~t more. Only the 
were taken out oi context," , says Arizona Senate reputation and position on the line ... they'll go with fringe of the left will grudge it to .her. · 

. "' 
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Reagan's Shift 
To the Center 

. . 

Raises .Clamor 
On the Right~lFs 

· veriiiig· the committee on Thursaay, mr. l\u:m:u.Au"""' 
said that tax legislation might be ready for floor ac,tion by, · 
oh, July 29. Finally, in their most devilish move, the. 
Democrats are trying to out-Reagan Mr. Reaga,n by offer­
ing businessmen and oil well :>wners tax breaks more 
generous than those in the Reagan bill already approved 
by the Senate Finance Committee. With such enticements, 
Mr. O'Neill arid Mr. Rostenkowski hope to. iure back the 
renegade "boll weevil" Democrats who tipped the earlier 
House budget votes to Mr. Reagan. 

These factors could force the White House to a go-for. 
broke decision on tactics. By having his allies introduce 1 

the Senate bill'aS a substitute measure on the House floor, · 
Mr. Reagan could bypass the· ·Democratic leaders fand 
score the greatest legislative victory of his term. But to 
lose this showdown on the floor would send ~r. Reagan off · 
to his California ranch with a first defeat that could rein- 1 

figorate the staggering Democrats and seriously under-; /1 

,.. JUL 2 19Sf mine the Reagan economic program. · . 
_____ 8_Y_H_ow_E_L_L_RA_I_N_Es ___ 1 __ . Searching for an Ideological Balance 

WASHINGTON 

F
OR seasoned watchers of President Reagan, hfs 
mid-week speech in Chicago was a familiar scene 
gone slightly,-and tellingly, awry. His trusty index 
cards had given way to a teleprompter. The crisp 

cadences of his off-the-cuff orations were replaced by long 
and harshly partisan sentences that visibly wearied both 
Mr. Reagan and his audience. Despite the last-minute ef­
fort by aides to correct a "mistake" in the speech text, Mr. 
Reagan admitted that his appointment of Judge Sandra 
Day O'Connor to the United States Supreme Court culmi­
nated a "search for a highly qualified woman." 

Thus, with a phrase, Mr. Reagan contradicted the offi­
cial White House position that selection of the nation's first 
female justice had nothing' to do with her sex. Mr.' Rea­
gan's slip was an uncustomary admission of political real­
ity, and in regard to such realities, this was a jolting week 
for the White House team. They face a short, 1hot July full 
of threats to Mr. Reagan's popularity, to his effort to tone 
down his r~putation ·as an ideologue while holding on to his 
conservative base, and to the remarkable legislative gains 
made so far in his term. 

The O~Connor appointment brought unaccustomed 
praise from liberals and women's groups, but it sparked 
an open revolt among some New Right and conservative 
Christian leaders. The White House gambled Mr. Rea­
gan's prestige in a Mississippi Congres5ional race and 
Jost. Meanwhile, despite Administration efforts to down­
play the "social issues" on which Mr. Reagan capita1ized . 
as a candidate, opponents cif busing, abortion, the· equal . 
rights amendment and the ban on school prayer are insist­
ing that he tum back the clock on the liberalizing trends of 
two decades. . · · 

'Not Whether but How Much' 
But by.r the greatest threat to Mr". Reagan's Politi­

cal health is the Congressional resistance to his plan_to cut 
income taxes by 25 percent in 33 months. Until now, Mr. 
Reagan has towered like a giant over opponents ·in ·the 
legislative battle. But with the approach of the August 
Congressional recess and Mr. Reagan's own California 
vacation, those early v.ictori~ are threatened by the pros­
pect of a reversal on the tax plan. 

The sum of these factors is to focus1ttention on Mr. 
Reagan's performance in the President's political role . "A 
year ago, people were saying he couldn't get elected and if 
elected he couldn't govern," said David R. Gergen, the 
senior White House spokesman. "By every standard, I 
think he deserves high marks from a political standpoint. 
While we face an uphill battle in taxes, he has changed the 
focus of the debate on both cutting taxes and cutting spend­
ing. '.The question is not whether but how much." 

The question of how much, of course, is central to the 
. tax issue as a test of Mr. Reagan's political judgment and 
prestige. Last month, in passing his spending cuts, Mr. 
Reagan humbled Democratic leaders. In spirit at least, 
the Democrats have rebounded. House Speaker Thomas P. 
O'Neili Jr. asserted last week that a speedy vote in the 
House would bring passage of the more modest tax cut -
15 percent in two years...,. favored by the Democrats. 

Even though Mr. Reagan chided Representative Dan 
Rostenkowski by name o~ the Congressman's home turf in 
ri.;.-aan thP House Wavs and Means chairman did not ap­, _ 

What does Mr. Reagan think about this? 1ndeed, : 
whether he ponders such choices at an or simply, ·as his 
critics aJlege, follows..the decisions of his staff is a greatj 
mystery. Mr. Reagan's advisers have drawn a veil across 
Presidential decision making. But White House officials · 
admitted that their first political firestorm came when 
Mr. Reagan obeyed his economic advisers' .demand.that 
he approve Social Security cuts within a few hours of see­
ing their proposal. Last week's storm hit when Mr. Reagan; 
made the O'Connor choice after talking to her - and ·no · 
other candidat0 s - for less than an hour and reading· a-. 
Justice Departmen(memo that conservative activists say: 
misrepresents Mrs. O'Connor's record on abortion. . .. 

In any case, an appointment that sets off a public spa! · 
between Senator Barry Goldwater and the Reverend J.errr 
Falwell has to b_e taken seriously by a White House trying · 
to find its ideological balance. Mr. Goldwater, the godfa• 
ther of the old right, called on "every good Christian': tO 
kick the back end of Mr. FalweJI for questioning the 
choice. But the White House cannot so easily brush off con­
servative activists and Christian fundamentalists who 'be­
lieve Mrs. O'Connor is insufficiently opposed to abortion 
and women's rightS. 

The Administration was stung by their "quick nega: 
tive response," since Mr. Reagan faces a bundle of litmus­
test "social issues'' on which the politico-religiouS right 
expects him to deliver. Such foJlowers fear Mr. Reagan _is 

,following the historic pattern that finds chief executives 
softening their campaign ideology to govern as centrists. 
They also fear the growing influence of moderates such.as 
Chief of Staff James A. Baker, 3d, who wants Mr. Reagan 
to ignore divisive "social issues" until the tax cut is 
_pa.Ssed. Even so, White House aides do not believe the aC: 
. tivists will break with Mr. Reagan and they casually sug~ 
gest that the New Right is complaining so "they~ll have a.. 
better chance.next time." : 

The White House has not noticed the chastening lesson· 
pointed up by. the re-emergence of former President Car; 
ter1last week. Once elected, Mr. Carter quit worrying 
about his core constituency of Southerners and born-agairi 
Christians, and they turned on him. Even so, Reagan ad­
visers are more concerned about softening Mr. Reagan's 
hard-line image than pleasing the conservative purists. 
The image-softeners received a boost from the Mississippi 
results in which Liles Williams, the Republican backed by 
the New Right, lost to Wayne Dowdy. Mr. Reagan's 
threats to revise the 1965 Voting Rights Act apparently 
drove enough blacks into the Dowdy column to beat Mr. 
Williams. Now, some White House aides are warning Mr. 
Reagan not to tamper with the voting law. 

Such complicated cross-pressures clearly overbur­
dened the public relations men around Mr. Reagan last 
week. For example, Larry Speakes, number two man in 
the press office, announced a White House "policy" of not 
commenting on Mrs. O'Connor's qualifications. The policy 
was scrapped within hours, as was a subsequent policy of 
suppressing the fact that negative O'Connor telegrams 
outnumbered the positive by 2,573 to 290. And on the flight 
to Chicago, Michael K. Deaver, the deputy chief of staff, 
tried to talk newsmen out of reporting a joking explanation 
of-the speed with which Mrs. O'Connor was selected that, 
as the week went along , seemed quite plausible. It was, 
Mr. Deav.7r said, like shopping for a car, and the President 
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Woqien's Caucus Wary on Reagan 
Alexandria Woman Slated 
To Lead Political Group 

By Eileen Shanahan . 
Washington Star Associate F.dltor , - • •• ; '-' 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - The National Women's 
Political Caucus- celebrated its 10th anniversary 
here this weekend at a convention marked by cau· 
tious praise for President Reagan's nomination of 
Sandra D. O'Connor to the Supreme Court, by de­
termination to raise the necessary funds to com· 
bat the religious right - especially on the issue 
of abortion - and by a new dedication to its orig· 
inal strategy of attaining feminist goals by getting 
feminist women elected to office. . 

The convention, :which drew 800 politically ac· ' 
tive women from 41 states and tbe District of Co-
1 umbia. appeared likely to elect Kathy Wilson of 
Alexandria, Va., as its new national chairwoman. 

Election of officers is to take place today, and 
Wilson, a 29-year-0ld Republican, seemed likely to 
be unopposed for the tw~year term. · · · 

The outgoing caucus chairwoman, Iris Mitgang, 
a California Democrat, refl~cted a general view 
when she termed .as "historic" the .appointi:nent 
of O'Connor, who would be the first woman to 
serve on the Supreme Court. · But Mitgang also 
warned Reagan that he could not "with one.ap­
pointment set aside his ·frontal attack on our 
goals." · · 

A strong undercurrent of anger and· anxiety 
ran through the convention's sessions. ' · 

Concern was expressed over the Reagan budget 
cutbacks, which are seen as especially harmful 
to women and children, over the growing 
strength of the anti-abortion movement-and over 
the increasing probability that the Equal Rights 
Amendment will not be ratified before time runs 
out next June. 

Only Gloria Steinem, a founder of Ms. magazine 
and of the caucus, openly dfscussed the possibility 
that ERA ratification might fail. . . 

"It may lose," she said in a speech to the conven· 
tion. But if it does, "We will not permit ourselves 
to be scapegoated - to have it said that ERA failed 
because we couldn't do things right. If it fails, it 

will be because ot the non-democratic character· 
of stat~ legislatures, which do not truly reflect 
tbe views of the American people." . 

Thirty-five of the necessary 38 states have rati· 
fied ERA. but it has been defeated in every one 
of the unratified states, more than once in many 
of them~ . · 

A theme that ran through many of the conven· 
tion speeches was a denial that President Rea-

. gan's election, the growing visibility of the Christ· 
ian right and the failure to obtain ratification of 
ERA represent repudiation of feminist goals by 
the American· people. · 

Eleanor Holmes Norton, the black woman who 
headed the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission in the Carter administration, said, 
"The American people did not vote .the Moral Ma· 
jorityinto power. Nor were the president and the 
Congress given a mandate to embrace the policies 
of their bizarre anti·feminist crusade. The man­
date of· the last election was narrow and focused 
- to get hold of 10 years of unbroken inflation." 
· Alarm was expressed, however, over the move- · 
ment toward defining abortion legally as murder -
through the enactment-of legislation like that ap­
proved last week by a Senate subcommittee, 
which declared that human life begins at the mo-
ment of conception. · . 

The-caucus, y.rhich gave $350,000'in 1980 to can­
didates - mostly women - who supported such 
feminist causes as ERA, abortion and funding for 
such public ·services as day care, adopted a budget 

. that committed it to raise $500,000 for 1982 politi· 
cal contributions and $1 million fm:..1984. . . . 

Fund-raising tor 1982 began at the caucus birth· 
day party Friday night with contributions total· 
ing $14,000, much of it raised from the sale of I 
posters autographed by such feminist lumin'aries 1 

as Steinem, •Norton and Liz Carpenter, a former I 
assistant education secretary and White House 
aide. 

' While national candidates will continue to re· 
ceive financial support from the caucus, there 
was ·considerable emphasis on the need to get · 
more women into state legislatures and local of· 
fices where more and more public policy deci· 
sions will be made under the Reagan philosophy 
of cutting both the size and the power of the fed· 
eral government. 
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~hat to Ask Judge O'Connor 
Some of the objections to Sandra O'Connor are 

about as relevant to her fitness for the Supreme 
Court as abortions are relevant to stadiums. 

The right-to-life movement seems to think that 
abortion is germane to everything, so it can't under­
stand why Judge O'Connor, when she was the ma­
jority leader of the Arizona State Senate, opposed an 
anti-abortion rider to a football stadium bill because 
it seemed non-germane. We'd be troubled if she had _ 
seen a connection. 

But zealotry is not the only basis for raising ques­
tions about nominees for the Supreme Court. Their 
long-run philosophical positions are generally wholly 
unpredictable. Yet a President's most lasting legacy 
may reside in the ~d and manner of the Justices 
l}e appoints. The Senate has a duty to explore both 
kesponsibly. . 

At first glance, her record is appealing. But 
much more needs to be known about her and about 
the depth and. nature of her conservatism. How 

· Judge O'Connor handles herself under questioning 
also will tell much about the quality of the Presi­
dent's choice. The art of getting confirmed is open­
ness where possible - and circumspection when the 
questions get too close to prejudging issues that may 
·come before the Court. 

• . . 
Some questions arise from the uriiquen~s of the 

nomination; Judge O'Connor follows 101 male jus­
tices. Others arise from the simple fact that so little 
is known of her outside Arizona, where she gained 

prominence as an assistant state attorney general, 
legislator, judge and civic leader. 

What does she think will be the effect of a woman 
on the Court? Are there times when there is validly a 
woman's point of view in the law? Would she speak 
up for women's interests if her male colleagues 
seemed oblivious to them? . 

How has her personal experience with job bias 
influenced her view of law$ against discrimination? 
After graduation with high honors from Stanford . 
Law School, at least one law firm thought she was ap. 

· plying for a secretarial job. She had to overcome 
~ such obstacles before the women's movement and 

civil rights laws began to be effective. Is she indig­
nant? Does she think others must climb the ladder 
the way she did; without much help from the law? 

Does she see a special role for the Federal 
courts, including the Supreme Court, as a guardian 
of constitutional rights? Some people are· inclined to 
fault her nomination becall§e she lacks experience in 
the Federal courts. She has written that Federal 
judges should put more trust in state courts. Yet 
when there is a choice, many Americans prefer Fed­
eral courts, where judges are more independent, less 
tied to local politics. When is Federal judicial action 
necessary? 

, What in her public life demonstrates a com_Pnit­
ment to helping people whom society has not always 
been eager to protect? Her own career testifies to her 
views about equal opportunity for women. It would 
be encouraging to learn that she is, in life as we!! as 
law, committed to equal justice for all. 
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·._Gender and the Supreme Court ·i 

·Along with ·a lot of other righhes. of Representatives. While he was out 
Jerry Falwell is prancing around. taking them on a fire hydrant tour, 
emitting shrieks and pulling out the First Amendment was passed 
clumps of his hair because President without the Jerry Falwell part. 
Reagan has appointed that lady to I'm also worried about the Sandra 
the Supreme Court. O'Connor thing - but not because of 

Falwell said that every good the theological or constitutional 
Christian should be concerned questions it raises. I'm worried about 
about it. This means ."· that if you the leering and the expense. 
didn 't spend the weekend locked in Mrs. ·o ·connor will be the first 
the bathroom, being anxious about woman on the court. Not ·even John 
Sandra O'Connor· ·.a.nd,.:baving ;~·the Marshall and Oliver Wendell Hol-
heaves; you might end up in HeU or · mes, Jr. ·were women as far as any. 
Trenton, N.J. Jerry Falwell is par.tic·: body knows. What's likely' to happen 
ularly upset about Mrs. O'Connor'OO.: is that the business of the court goes 
cause once she had <1n ·opiniorr he- ·- into slow IIlOtion: The ::other .... eight. 
didn 'L.agree witt:i: Th.at'.s. )?:Qrr-ij>le; .: ;·· justic~s w.ill be leering at~rs .. O'C.on· ; 

. Maybe ~ven -quas1-constitutio~al. : ; nor,;d1ggmg each othen~ the nbs, 
- , Randolph of :Roanoke; a '. member · ... whispering.smart rema rk's ·and gig· 

of the Fjrst Congress, meant to iii~ert gling. Mrs. O'Connor will be the only · 
a .;<:lause.-in the Bill of Rights saying . justice paying attention. ' When it 

-that anybody could think. anything comes to writing opinions; the..oth· 
they wanted in this j:OUntry as Jong .. ers will :have to rely on .. her. She . 
as Jerry Falwell didn't disagree With might make the whole . Supreme 
it. Everybody knows that John_ Ran- · Court · hand down an opinion that 
dolph used to bring his bound dogs· . Jerry Falwell doesn't like.- If that • 
into the· chamber of· the U.S: House ':. happened, the Moral ~ajoritr .~_ould 

... ';.- ·"; .... 
.... -5' ' • .., ~ 
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shriek and throw'itself into a ravine. I 
, Also, because .. sbe'd be . the .first . 

woman; Mrs. O'Connor would have 
to have her own locker room. Build • . 
ing one would cost at least as mucq . 
as a year's welfare pa_Ym~nt~ ~o ke~p_ 
an unemployed ·fam11y from: starv­
ing. If· the poor are going to ao·their 
bit by getting i:ickei.s-and Jqoking 
hollow~eyed , Sandra O'Connor ·can. 
diµnned well c;bange into her black . 

t~~;~ th~;~~tR~r~fs~· i~.,· ~;~in~e~· ; 
for her locker room by staging a pub­
lic event. Barry Goldwater says that . 
somebody ,ought..JQ-.bQdt' ertx. Fal-,.. 
well in tlie tail ro·Naisin~ .. fuuth~=-~ 
hell ab'out Mrs:· -o~Connor: · 1f· Sen. 
Goldwater: lflvillin·gio 'do ' that per:' 
sonally, they could hire a stadium. 
As an added -attraction, they could 
prin·t up :souvenir programs telling 
which one Is the conservative and 
which otie is the right-winger. Mak­
ing .. ~hat distinction would be a coµi-_ 
fort "ilS we~l,as a tribute ·to our new .- j 
Supreme~Court:Justice.":~---·· .. ·.-: · · 

·-\... I ~ .... - - - ........ - .. •. . - I -. .. , I 



LYLE DENNISTON 

O'Connor May·.· Tilt Scales 
1n·;Fkvor of St3.te Courts. · 

. ' . 

For the. moment, Judge Sandra expressly at this stage, but she h~s . 
Day O'Connor is no favorite of the taken' a posiiion on the. basic ques-
New Right, but as a Supreme Court tion of Congress' power to act 
justice she could. turn out.to' be. · ~The. federal court jurisdiction 

Unless her . perspective changes, can be shaped or removed by Con- . 
she is likely to be strongly in favor gress," she declare$ flatly, citing. ,a 
of a major .goal ofneo-conservatives: phrase in the Const!tutiOJ?. anct.a · 
restoring the power of state judges, post:Civil War ruling , by .the Su-
at the expepse of. federal judges. preme Court that seelll 'to say Jhat. 

That is an ambition that apparent· O'Connor's article s\lggests that 
ly is tempting a shifting majority of there is "merit" in two revisions of 
the. justices .now on the court, and . federal court jurisdiction that would 
O'Connor could solidify that major- fall short of ousting those , courts 
ity. She· has made it appear that, out from review of the constitutionality 
of her · experience as a state judge, . of state laws. She would accept either 
she has no fundamental doubts of the "elimination or restriction" of 
the virtue.of the effort. . federal court power to_ handle cases. 

What amounts to a manifesto by that are based -OD state -law, but get . 
her on the .!it1bject .appe.11red ~il this · . ibto federal ·tpur(only)5eca~Se tl:\e_; , 
~u,mmei;·s · is.s,ue .Qt th~',rWUI#am &.; parties.lire· f~9m d.U.ferent states. .. 
Mary Uiw . .Re\!iew. The Arizona Ap- -But, she. goes further,. also seeing 
~ls Court jµdge states the thesis . merit ~n a pr_oposal ~o requfre those · 
ijlaitlly:· ~· . ·who seek damages for violations of 
.... :. . . . constitutional. rights by .state offi-
trConnor's Plea ' . · · , , '. : cials to take theii- cases 'first through 
i "· "If we· are ser.ious about strength· the state courts. · · · . 
. f,n-ing our state courts and improv- , . Tpat is a proposal that bord.ers on 
ipg their capacity to deal with feder- the radical, considering how impor­
lil constitutional issues, then. we will .tant those damage lawsuits ha,ve be­
~ot al19w_ a. i;ace tcpl!e . co_u~thou~e . .com~ since the "civil rights , :rev­
.t0 detetmme whether an action will .. olut1on" launched · by the Warren 
be beard first in the federal or state Court. · 
court. We should allow. the state For now, there is no requirement, 
courts to rule first on the constitu- in law or by Supreme Court ruling, 
tionality of state statutes." that a trip tht_ough state court is nee-
. In fact, O'Conn_or goes further: if essary before going to . the federal 
a state court has given a "full and courthouse with a civil rights case. 
fair " review of a constitutional cha!- Congress could require that, howev­
lenge to a state law, she would favor . er, and Judg~ O'Connor strai_ghtfor- · 
giving "finality" to the decision. In wardly suggests that ·"one · would 
other words, there would then be no think that -congressional . action 
second-guessing ·by a federal court might be taken." 
(other than .. potentially, the Su· · 
pre.me Court itself as a last resort) . 

State judges can be trusted with 
that kind of power, this state judge 
insists. "I have seen remarkable ex­
amples of the exercise of courage 
and judicial independence by state 
court judges . . . State judges do in 
fact rise to the occasion when given 
the responsibility and opportunity 
to do so." 

O'Connor's arguments put her in­
to the middle of a controversy 
stirred by leaders of the New Right 
who oppose abortion and school bus­
ing and who support prayer in pub­
lic schools. They want Congress to 
take away the jurisdiction of lower 
federal courts (but not the Supreme . 
Court) to hear cases on those sub­
jects. 

That is a more fa r-reaching pro­
posal than O'Connor has endorsed 

Lyle Denniston covers the Su­
preme Court for The Washington 
Star. 

'Welcome' Move " · 
"Such a move would be welcomed 

by state courts, as well as state leg­
islatures and executive officers," 
she says. 

The present majority on the Court 
is favorable toward enh~ncing state 
power, although it has not yet em­
braced the O'Connor view in the civ­
il rights field . In criminal law, how­
ever, it has begun to take something 
of the same approach: limiting fed­
eral court power to review convic· 
tions in state cases, so long as those 
have received a "full and fair" re- . 
view in state court. 

That effort began in the court's 
1976 decision (in the case of Stone 
v. Powell), barring federal court re­
view of search-and-seizure issues af­
ter they have been reviewed in state 
courts. The favorable tone that 
O'Connor's article uses in discussing 
that decision and the trend it repre­
sents hints that she would vote to 
broaden it. 
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~fris Udall 

'A Master Stroke' 
"Arizona Judge Sandra O'Connor, ·· Nominated · 

for Supreme Court, Will Be First Woman Justice," 
the headlines say, and my phone rings a little more 
these days. "Who is she, what.is she like,-and what 
does this mean for the court· and for the political 
future of Ronald Reagan?"-

I'll try to shed some .light. 
I'm a lawyer and ·a fellow Arizonan, and while 

I'm not a close friend ·of the nominee, we are ac­
quaintances .. I know . her through her reputation 
and her very successful career in public service and 

- as a community leader. . _, 
When people as politically diverse as Barry 

Goldwater, John Rhodes, Ted · 
Kennedy and I can all support a:. 
Supreme Court nominee, it's 
got to be remarkable. But she 
will be opposed. The New 
Right, the Moral Majority and 
Phyllis Schlafly will go after her 
with a ·vengeance that .is their 
particular trademark. 

Nevertheless, I expect Mrs . . 
O'Connor will, and ought to be, 
confirmed. 

To understand some of what 
I have -to say, you must under-

. stand some basic things about 
the Arizona Republican Party. 
A moderate Republican friend 
of mine told me in Tucson not 
long ago that the party had split 
into two camps: :conservative 
an~ very_ . conseniative. "The . 
very conservative believe noth­
ing .should be. done for the first 
t.ime," he said, "and the conser­
vatives believe that a few.things 
should be done for the first 
time, but not now. n ~ .. - · 

The point of this is. that &n- · 
dra O'Connor is a conservative 
Arizona Republican, but ahe is a I 
sensible conservative, and · in her 
career in the Arizona Legislature · 
she is said to have had a vote or · 
two that could have been deemed 
pro-abortion. And ahe is .said to 

1 

have supported the Equal Rights 
Amendment early on. 

She has a good judicial tern- · 
perarnent. She can be tough. 
She clearly is a conservative, 
but she has never placed parti­
san political values before jus- · 
tice. Those who practice in her court describe her as 
practical, conscientious, fair and open-minded. 

·Justice Rehnquist, on the other hand, is one of 
the brightest men I have ever met, but he is an 
ideologue who brings a passionate point of view to 
every case before him, and that point of view is 
always conservative. O'Connor has a reputation 
for treating the -law in a businesslike way. She 
may be a kind of balance-wheel when the "breth­
ren" lock the doors and begin to argue the dispo­
sition of important cases. 

Arizona, a small state, has produced an amaz­
ing number of national candidates, congressional 

leaders and national spokesmen. I think part of 
the explanation is that Arizona always has en­
joyed a civilized kind of politics. Washington is . 
often confounded at the contrasts, but in .Arizona, 
it's taken for granted. The first woman chief jus­
tice of a state supreme court was Lorna Lockwood 
of Arizona. Sandra O'Connor was the first woman 
majority leader in a state legislature. Margaret 
Hance, the mayor of Phoenix, was perhaps the 
first female big city mayor in the country, or cer­
tainly one of the first. 

Sandra O'Connor and the Arizona Republicans 
in the conservative group are not Moral Majority 

types, but they are conservative when it comes to 
social and economic issues. · 

My Democratic friends ought to be grateful for 
this appointment. It's almost inconceivable to me 
that they could do any better. Ronald Reagan isn't 
going to appoint liberal Democrats. He's going to ap­
point people to the right of ce?ter wher~ver he can. 

The appointment of 0 Connor 1s a master 
stroke, comparable to Richard Nixon's ·going to 
China. It shows a flexibility, a bigness, that the 
Ronald Reagan stereotype doesn't recogni~e . It 
shows a political sawy on the part of the president 
that I had assumed was not there. I'm certain that 
women political activists also doubted it was there . 

Lyndon Johnson had an opportunity to ap­
point a woman and didn'~· Kennedy ~ad ~he same 
opportunity and passed 1t by. So did Nixon. So 

did Ford. But Ronald Reagan said he would ap­
point a woman, and he did. 

John East and Jerry Falwell will never say yes 
t.o Sandra O'Connor. But that won't matter, be­
cause .they'll make up with Reagan eventually 
anyway. Where else would they go? 

On the ·other hand, the president, in one stroke, 
has deflected criticism from liberals and from 
women, two of his principal antagonists. Their si­
lence won't last forever, but the edge has been 
dulled. 

Does the appointment of Sandra O?Connor 
bother me? No, it doesn't. My liberal friends who 

I might be upset fail, I think, to 
make a distinction between the 
electoral process and the judi­
cial process. Electing someone 
who is conservative is one 
thing, but the process of decid­
ing the controversies that come 
before the Supreme Court is 
quite another. In the latter 
case, it's the ability to under­
stand and apply the law that 
counts. Sandra O'Connor's 
competence in this respect is 

· not questioned. 
Jerry Falwell and crew are 

demanding some guarantee 
that . O'Connor will decide 
cases to their liking, and that's 
not what the system is all 
about. Barry Goldwater was 
right when he said, "I don't 
buy this idea that a justice of 
the Supreme Court has to 
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-- t I • stand ro·r this, that or the other J 
thing." Goldwater understands 

1 the constitutional job of the , 
court. I wish Falwell could 
grasp Barry's meaning. 

You can tell a lot about peo­
ple and even draw a profile by 
the company they keep and the 
affiliations they make. Her 
resume has these kindS of en­
tries: prosecutor, legislator and 
state senate leader, civilian em- . 
ployee with the U.S. Army in 
Germany, juvenile judge, Re­
publican Party official, board of 
Smithsonian As.5ociates, Salva­
tion Army, Soroptomists Club, 
Arizona Academy, Junior 
League, board of Blue Cross· 

Blue Shield, board of directors of the First National 
Bank, elected Woman of the Year and recipient of 
the annual award from the Phoenix Conference of 
Christians and Jews. And there is much more. 

It may be a cliche, but in :the case of Sandra 
O'Connor, she really is a pillar of the community. 
A consistent, decent, hard-working lawmaker, 
politician, mother, wife, lawyer, public servant 
and judge. 

When one looks at Sandra O'Connor, studies 
her brand of Republicanism and knows the Re­
publican friends she keeps, it was little wonder 
that someone in the White House called her ~too 
good to be true. " 

Like I said earlier, Washington may have been 
· a bit surprised, but out in Arizona, we take the 
Sandra O'Connors for ~ranted. · 

\-"The appointment of Sandra O'Connor shows a 
' jlex~bility, a bigness, that the Ronald Reagan 
{·stereotype doesn.'t recognize. It shows a political 
:~·iav·vy (~~d -(issu~ed u;as not there." · .. 
. ~ . . . ... ~ ' 



Was O'Connor 
No. 3? School 
Now Not Sure 

STANFORD, Calif., July 13 
(UPI) - Stanford University offi­
cials say that Sandra D. O'Connor, 
President Reagan's choice for the 
Supreme Court, may not have been 
No. 3 in her law school class after 
all. 

When the name of the Arizona 
state appeals justice was first men­
tioned for the high court last week, 
The Washington Post reported she . 
rank·3d third in the Stanford Law 
School class of 1952, the year Justice 
William H. Rehnquist ranked first. 

[The Post's information came 
from Reagan administration sources 
who said they had talked to Rehn­
quist.] 

The school issued a press release 
dated July 7 that reiterated this in­
formation - "a clear error in edi­
torial judgment on our part" because 
the information was not checked, 
said Stanford News Service Director 
Robert Beyers. 

When the office started to check, 
it found no documentation in the 
registrar's office or in school publi­
cations of the rankings of the 1952 
law class. Although there were rank­
ings in those days, there is wide dis­
agreement on what they were, uni­
versity officials said. 

Law School Dean Charles Meyers 
said he has "no notion" of the indi · 
vidual rankings and that O'Connor 
told him she "never knew what her 
class standing was." 

Beyers said all that is certain is 
that O'Connor was one of 10 from 
that class elected to the Order of the· 
Coif, which comprises the top 10 
perccmt of the class. 

He said at least three people have 
claimed to have finished second in 
that class. 
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have ' ~h~ ~~ans':_ politically to en-•t 
force his threats: I O'Connor Foes· . . 

Provide Lesson 
For President 

Beyond the obvi­
ous significance to 
women of the nomi- · 
nation of Judge San­
dra O'Connor to the 
Supreme Court, the 
move - and the re­
action. to it among 
conserv a ti v:es 
provides valuable 
instruction to Presi­
dent Reagan about 
the truly effective 
voices in his own 
Republican Party. 

For.all the guard- · 
ed criticism from 
Mr. Republican of 

\ the New Right, Sen. 
Jesse Helms, · and the huffing and 
puffing of the professional ultracon­
servatives like Howard Phillips, it 
was the customarily bell-clear com­
ment of yesteryear's Mr. Conserva­
tive, Sen. Barry. Goldwater, that cor­
rectly r~'f!ected the political' . 
ramifications. : 

Speaking of the criticism by · the ~ 
Rev. Jerry Falwell, head of the Moral 
Majority, '.who question~d Mrs. 
O.'Connor's views on' abortion, Gold· 
water quoth, "I think . every good 
Christian ought to kick Falwe11 right 
in the ass." And, he added, h.e simply 
didn't "bUy that idea".that a true con­
servative could be defined on a sin­
gle issue, : 

Neither, apparently, do D;lany COD· 
~ervatives. Despite the noise, there 

Helms, this same insider notes, 
has no real constituency in the Sen­
ate, and one prom~nent Republican ·) 
senator observes: .~Jesse doesn't win 
many. He makes a lot of noise. Any­
body can put a hold, on a nomination 
(as Helms did with several State De­
partment nominees he didn't like). 
Not that many people· in the Senate 
are .as conservative as Jesse is. He 

· p~ts a hold on a nomination, ~nd the 
vote is 92-6. After be does that three 
.or four times, he doesn 't look too 
good." 

Another Republican senator, also • 
a conservative, says Helms can be a 
problem for the White House on the 
. O'Connor nomination "because if he 
deci~es to go after her, l,le'll go after 

· her. But he says at the same time 
that having Helms as a critical voice 
in the Senate can make Reagan seem 
all the more moderate. "I think every 
administration needs a cutting ed­
ge," is the way still another GOP sen­
ator puts it. 

All this is not to say that Helms 
and the New Right are without le­
verage in the Reagan administra· 
tion. White House advisers are 
aware of. Helms' agility to raise mon­
.ey and tempers · among conserva­
tives, in the South particularly. And 
th~ p~e~ident himself made a point 
of m v.~tmg Helms to the White House 
to discuss the .nomination before it 
was announced. But Helms is being 
c;lealt with more as somebody to be 

.massaged, and neutralized, than as 
-' a man with real, positive influence 
on policy. . · 

"There's really nothing you can do 
about him," says another White 
House ·politi~f aide. "The best way 
to 7dea1 witli him is to leave him 
alone." -

A measure ofHelms' relative iso­
lation in the Senate is the fact that 

is a clear consensus on Capitol Hill 
already that the O'Connor nomina· 
tion will be confirmed. easily, bar­
ring some unforeseen .complication 
beyond h~r real or alleged views on 

· abortion. And if so, tpe·episode will 
·l'rovide another ill1;1stration of how 
httle clout Helms and his associates 
really have on truly importan~ mat­
ters. 

It is a useful lesson for Reagan ear­
ly in an administration that has 
more critical objectives -than the 
emotional issues on which Helms 
~as made a political living. Not only 

· two Republicans considered as con­
servative as he is, Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina, chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, and Or­
rin Hatch -o(Utah, both have indi­
·cated'they expect to supp6rt O'Con­
nor, barring 'the unforeseen. Hatch 
echoed Goldwater in adding he has 
"real questions whether any single 
issue should be able" to keep some· 
one off the Supreme Court. 

· is the New R1ght 's bark worse than 
its bite; it may be helpful to Reagan 
m the long run to have a vocal ex­
tremist element in his own party. 
. Helms himself brush~s off Sugges­

tions he may be a paper tiger. "They · 
haven 't been talking to anybody that 
knows anything about it," he says. 
But that assessment is a common one 
these days. 

· "Jesse Helms," says one White 
House insider not unfriendly to the 
senior senator from North Carolina 
"is like a guy who goes out onto th~ 
_middle of the field at a football game 
with 80,000 people in the stands, 

·~ - - -- - - _: _ ... _ 1 __ .,., --··- •r ~ ... ,... ..... o · 

Although some Helms allies in the 
anti-abortion lobby are talking bold· 
ly about retribution against those 
who go along with this Reagan "sell­
out". of principle, others are facing 
reahty. Tuey say they are making 
noise this time around in the hope 
that the president will think twice 
when the next Supreme Court vacan­
cy occurs. 

But the fact is that this time 
around, Reagan holds all the high 
cards. Too many politically astute 
Republicans in the Senate recognize 
that he has scored a political ten­
strike with the first appointment of 
a woman to the Court. They aren't 
about to let the abortion issue - or 
Jesse Helms - diminish the benefit 
to RP_:11rnn. and to the whole Reoub-
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Ellen Goodman 

e's Done 
BOSTON-You might have called it 

an eye-opening week. 
First President Reagan, a man no­

toriously myopic toward women, actu­
ally found one to nominate for the Su­
preme Court. Sandra O'Connor was 
not only a woman, he said, she wac; a 
"person for all seasons." 

Then we watched as controversy 
over this person brewed between the 
extreme right and the merely right. To 
see Barry Goldw11ter representing the 
moderate middle was enough to clarify 
anyone's vision. 

The coalition of groups alternately 
labeled "pro-family" or "moral majori­
ty" disapproves of Sandra O'Connor. 
They maintain that her voting record 
as majority leader in the Arizona Sen­
ate was not pure enough to pass the 
test of the Republican Party Platform. 

That platform, you may recall, de­
manded judges who "respect tradi­
tional family values and the sanctity of 
innocent human life." But anti-abor­
tion groups, the Moral Majority, Inc., 
and others criticized O'Connor as srn1-
piciously pro-abortion and pro-ERA. 

This' attitude was enough to put 
Goldwater's famous jaw out of joint. 
"I'm getting a little tired of people in 
this country raising hell because they 
don't happen to subscribe to every 
thought that person has," he said. 
"You could offer the Lord's. name for 
some of these positions and you'd find 
some of these outfits objecting ... " 

In any case, it was quite a stroke for 
Reagan, in the midst of all the budget 
cuts, to find an appointment criticized 
as too "liberal." 

Meanwhile, O'Connor's real record 
turned out to be about as middle-of­
the-road as you could walk. It offers 
little cause for exhilaration or hysteria 
on either side. 

Those who are against abortion no­
tice that O'Connor voted against pro­
hibiting the use of tax funds for abor­
tion, and also voted against a bill urg­
ing Congress to pass the so-called 
Human Life Amendment. 

But those who are in favor of keep­
ing abortion legal notice that O'Connor 

t Again 

seems to have personally assured the 
president she is against abortion. 

Those opposed to the Equal Rights 
Amendment point out that O'Connor 
was one of those who introduced the 
amendment into the Arizona legislature 
in 1972. Those in favor of the ERA point 
out that she backed off this support. 

As a judge of a state appeals court,. 
O'Connor has not ruled on any of these 
hot social issues .. Indeed, her lack of a 
record, the fact that she is neither an ad­
vocate nor an activist in any cause, is a 
definite advantage to her confirmation. 

So O'Connor is not only a person for 
all seasons but for all reasons. 

To begin with, she helps Reagan 
with his "woman problem." Women 
were his weakest supporters at the 
polls and they are still weakening. San­
dra O'Connor can help stop this col­
lapse because she is a woman, and a 
woman with moderate social views. 

But she is a safe choice because of 
her conservative legal views. As some­
one opposed to an activist judicial role, 
she is unlikely to use the bench for so­
cial change. 

At the same time, her appointment 
solves Reagan's other "problem." The 
president made a commitment to the 
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far right, to people who would · replace 
the Constitution with the Bible accord­
ing to Moral Majority leader Jerry Fal­
well, and return to the most traditional 
view of men and women. But he. also 
had a commitment to appoint the most 
qualified woman he could find io ·the 
Supreme Court. · 

Talk about your double birids: 'It is 
virtually impossible to find a· highly 
qualified woman who would be- ·ultra­
conservative on social issues. A .woman 
jurist by definition is in a non-tradi-· 
tional role. A woman lawyer of experi­
ence and intelligence has inevitably be-
come aware of inequality. · .. ' 

As a young graduate of Sfariford 
Law School, Sandra O'Connor. for ex­
ample, was refused a position in every 
major law firm in Southern California 
except one. That one offered her a job 
as a secretary. She remembers. . . 

So what we have here on the way to 
confirmation hearings is this peraon. 
Sandra Day O'Connor, as much of a 
conservative as you can find in a quali­
fied woman, and as much of a feminist 
as you can find in a conservative. 

By gum and by grudging, Reagan's 
done it again. 

©1981, The Boston Olobe Newspaper Company 
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By Fred Barbash 
Wa.shlnlJtOn P03t8taff Writer 

Supremei. _ . Court nominee 
'8ndra D. ·-O'Connor went: poli­
;icking on Capitol Hill yesterday, 
ixpressing her opposition to abor­
~ion and winning a prediction 
from the leadership that she will 
be confirmed without difficulty. 

The Moral Majority also 
backed away from it.s earlier op­
position, acknowledging that con­
firmation is inevitable. "We 
should have sliut up and riot said 
anything," said spokesman Cal 
Thomas. "We are working very 
bard to f811 in line behind the 
president." - . - · ~ 

Though other anti-abortion 
groups held fast, yesterday nev­
erthel~_ lOQ~N like the dav_~ 
- .: . -

erything began to fall in place · for' 
the nomination. O'Conno~" ~ure- ' 
fully briefe<J ~d accom~ied .. by 1 

·a 'flying we<lgt;'7of Reagari:adtnin- · 
istration officials, ·made her way 
from office to office for brief Chats ; 
'and photo ses8ionS. .. · •, . _ 

After each' stop, a senator 
would generally emerge ..to ·say 
how impressed he wa8 with 
O'Connor. 'nten, trailed .by ::abOut 
60 reporters, · camera teChPici&ns, 
sound crews and police officers, 
she would go off to the next place. 
Publicly, she would only say that 
the day was going "'wonderfully." 

"I'm just going around to have 
a chance to say hello, face to face," 
she said. "I understand it's tradi­
tional." 
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. · ly with Thurmond, Senate Majority 
Privately, however, both O'Con- · Leader H~wru.:d H. Baker Jr. (R­

nor and the Reagan administration Tenn.), Mmority Leader Robert C. 
were moving fast to defuse the abor-. By¢ (D-W. Va.), House Speaker 
tion issue. Sen. Dennis DeConcini Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D­
(D-Ariz.), a Judici~ Committee . Mass.), Senate Judiciary Committee 
member, said she discussed abortion · members DeConcini and Joseph R. 

. with him and with Sen. Strom Thur- Biden Jr. (D-Del.), House Minority 
mond (R-S.C.), Judiciary chairman; Leader Robert H. Michel (R-Ill.)-

"She reasserted what she had told and · other house Republicans, and 
1 

/ 

me last week. She said she .was op- her friend, Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-
posed. to abortion". · · Ariz.). 

It was also learned yesterday that The half-hour with Thurmond 
Reagan political aides were telling . was probably the longest encounter 
conservatives that she· believes abor- of the day. "I would judge that she 
tion regulation is a "legitimate sub- would be confirmed," Thurmond 
ject" for legislation at the state level. said afterward. "I've heard very little 

According to Young Americans for O,Pposition ~· her ~ound .the Hill: 
Freedom officials James V. Lacy and She's a very impressive lady. She has 
Bob Heckman, White House aide excellent credentials. I expect to 
Lyn Nofziger, at · a meeting last support her." · 
Wednesday, ~isplayed a summary of 
the president's conversation with Thurmond and Baker . said ·it 
O'Connor to illustrate her position. would be difficult to hold i:onfirma-

Heckman quoted the summary as tion hearings by the end of July, as 
saying O'Conr)or finds "t~t abortion the administration requested. Both 
regulation.is a legitim,ate., ~u~ject for sai~ the process probably would 

. legislation." Nofziger, who:.COuld not begin after.the August recess. 
be reached for comment;; reportedly· The Moral ·Majority's half-tum on 
added: tl!e wg~ ~~Ri.~;~in"'-$bor~t:: ....,-the O'Connor nomination followed 
mg on the suinmary • ...,...,,. - . _ it.s ·confrontation last week with 

.· That is about as specific .as the Goldwater, who said that "every 
Whi~ House. has been in· ~es<:rlbing good Christian should .kick Jerry 
;her views. It is not necessarily moon- Falwell in the ass" for Falwell's op­
Siltent with the · Supreme Court's position to the nomination. 1!3 abortion ruling, which allowed . 
t · :.states to regulate abortions after . -~he PR fallout has been mcred-
t .. first three mo?ths of pregnancy. ib~e, Falwell spokesI?an Thomas 

l)'Connor's day began at the Jus- srud yesterday. He sa1~ the group 
ti<i!J>epartment, where .she met with . h~d bee~ assured that some of ~ur 
A1jlney General William French friends m ~he Sena~, conse~ative 
Sitt? and his aides: O'Connor, members, will be askmg questions of 

1 

. SI~ th, . aides and two White House Judge O'Connor that ~ad concerned i 
! 10 · yists, Max L. Friedersdorf and us . .. : We !ll'e workm~ very,, hard 
~. p · . . ell A. Moore, then. met separate- to fall m behind the president. 
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· The ·routine seems · designed for 
ominiscience, As the House staff re­

. port described it: 
"Investigators examine the appli­

cant's · education, employment and · 
residences and conduct neighbor- · : 
hood checks, criminal justice infor­
mation checks and credit checks. A 
minimum of five character refer­
ences must be interviewed with a 

view toward est.ablishing the habits, 
loyalty and morals of the individual. 
Both positive and negative informa­
tion must be taken into account." 

If no problems turn up, physical 
examination and a battery of psy­
chiatric tests come next. The final 
step is a polygraph test that the CIA 
alone requires of all its personnel, in­
cluding military officers on tempo_. 
rary assignment. -

The main goal, as Gambino has 
testified, . is to prevent "penetration 
of the agency, through its personnel, 
by for~ign intelligence services or 
others whose interests are inimical to 
those of the United St.ates." 

The FBI steps in only to conduct . 
background investigations of candi­
dates for the CIA directorship and 
deputy directorship. And even for 
them, the CIA's Office of Security is · 
in charge of the polygraph tests. 

About one of every 10 CIA appli­
cants is turned ·down for security 
reasons, which run the gamut from 
thievery to homosexuality to "gross 
character deficiencies." 

Another 3 to 5 percent ~e re­
jected as "unsuit.able," a category .of 
failings that ranges from "limited 
mental capacity" to marital difficult­
ies. Alcoholics are considered "un- · 
suit.able." Drug users are regarded as 
security risks. 

Hugel says he was given a poly­
giaph, or so-called. lie detector, test, 
though he was not asked to submit 
to the separate personal interview 
that the rules call for whenever any 
"significant" derogatory information 
has developed. 

He was not clear on whether the 
polygraph examiner questioned hini 
about his financial dealings, in gen­
eral or in particular. 

"I don't remember what they 
asked me on the polygraph because 
they asked me all kinds of ques- ' 
tions," he said. 

"They ask you whether you ever 
committed a _crime," interjected CIA 
general counsel Sporkin, who joined 
the agency even more recently. 

"They 115k you that," Hugel 
agreed. 

Despite all the seeming thorough-

ness of the CIA's routine, however, it 
missed the McNells. ·Yet· Tom 
McNeil claims that he was willing to , 
stand up and be counted .months 
ago. He says he had heard reports 
last December that Hugel was ii) line 
for a top job at the -CIA and tried to 1 

·cont.act .President-elect Reagan's I 
personnel directcir, E. Pendleton 
James, to deliver. his warnings.· He i 
says James never called him back /· 
though he tried to make it plain that ; 
he had some unfavorable things . to : 
say about Hugel. . . . 1 

Hugel st.arted work at the CIA I 
Jan. 21 as a "special assistant" .to Di- ' 
rector William J. CaseY,,. '. a good I, 
friend and colleague · from the ! 
Reagan campaign. On Feb. 13, Casey 
made him the agency's deputy di~ 
rector for administration. 

At the same :tiine, ·by· Hugel's ac­
count, the McNells· had not been,en­
tirely forgotten; They paid -off the 
last of their debt to ·Hugel. . Hugel 
was not clear about exactly when 
this was; but he .and his .lawyers· 
placed it around January ot Febru-

• . I . 

ary. . , ,._ 
In early May, . Casey touched ... -0ff 

shock waves in the intelligence com­
munity by naming . the 56"year-o1d. 
~ugel deputy dire~to~ for opera- \ 
tions. . . .. .. · . . 

Casey . defended the appointment \ 
strenuously despite sharp protests. l 

At le11st some .' members . of· the 
Senate Intelligence . Com~ittee, 
which met yesterday with . Hugel's 
successor, John H. Stein, suggested 
that Casey has not heard the last of 
the matter. 

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-. 
N. Y.), the committee's vice chair­
man, voiced his .objections to what 
he regarded as the "politicization" of 
the operations directorate. 

"With but rare exceptions, the 
deputy director for operations has 
been a career professional and never, 
surely, a campaign aide with no 
visible qualifications for the job . . 

"The administration," Moynihan 
concluded, "must ask itself how it al­
lowed this disaster to come about in 
the first instance." 

· ~ 
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,TICAN CITY (RNS) - Pope 
. Paul II baa nominated 15 
linala to a new council to study 
organizational and economic 

1lema of .the Holy See." 
1oeUno Cardinal CaaaroU, 
.can Secretary of State, waa to 
dde over the council'• flrat 
iUng in the apoatollc palace 
r 13th and 14th. 
[embers of the new economic 
ncil include Cardinals Jotm J. 
II d Philadelphia and Terence 
:oc&e d New York. 
'be Vatican'• press spoke&IDA!\. 
. Romeo Paneiroli, said , .ahAt 
pe John Paul establiabed the 

economic council "after noting the 
auueationa made durln& the 
meeting d the Cardinali Nov. 5th-
9th, 1979 and thoee expressed by 
Cardinali following that.meeting.'' 

The flnt plenary session of the 
Collep of Cardinali in over 400 
years wu convened by the Pope in 
1979 for deliberatiooa concerning 
Vatican finances, among other 
thinp. 

The council will review the 
subject "in collaboration with the 
competent qana d the Roman 
Curia and mere particularly with 
the pre!ecture of economic af. 
fairs," Fr. Panciroli &Jfd. 

Wanderer Joins \.OGllTIOD ur9~n9 
- -

"Searching Review" Of Judge O' 
. 

1 

· 7//l,/ft Wanderer 
WASHINGTON, D.C. .:_ The · urged that a "searching review" 

Wanderer jCJined 19 other ~ be made d the nominee's record. 
family groups to issue a statement The statement said in part: 
on July 9th expressing "concern" ''The information now available 
for President Reagan's selection d on the phil0&ophy and attitude of 
Judge Sandra O'Connor of Arizona Judge O'Connor · is incomplete. 
as a nominee for the Supreme That in itself ia cause for concern. 
Court of the United States, and A Supreme Coort Justice may well 

In 1973 she c<Hiponsored a family 
planning bill which provided birth 
control counseling and services 
<including "surgical techniques") 
for you..l'!g people without parental 
advice or coment. 

the University d. Arizooa hospital. 
a tax-eupported institution. 

Jadge O'Connor bas aJao been an 

7/1 lt-J81 w~nderer . 

Pro-Life Leaders Score 
sit for a quarter d. a century. It is 
not necessary to !U'h the an­
OOU."lcement d any nominee before 
the completion of the traditional 

In 1974 she voted against a 
memorial to Congress supporting 
the Hwnan Life Amendment. The 
same year she opposed a bill that 
woold have prohibited abortions at 

~
. t supporter ol the ~ 
ts Ameodment CERA> and, 

ac · to the July' 9th mue cl Th• Wa1htn1ton P01t, she was 
"almost alone in the Arizona 
Se9ate in opposing publlcly state 
ai~ to private schools_" 

(Continued on Page I) 

FBI checks are made. ~ 

Nomination u·Steamroller" Slowed 

l.;ornm1tu:e 111 uaaL u ........ , 

with Mn. O'Connor. 
Mrs. Camping confirn , 

the nominee did In fact "cc. . 
3Dd support" pro-i i 
legislation, and bas bee· 1 

sistent supporter of tt. 1 

Rights Amendment <ERi 
The former legislative . 

dMrs. O'CoMor observei 
Supreme Court nom 
pnerally regarded as a 
her home state. 

She was asked how she , 
such an appraisal after a 
is nationally known ; 
Conservative," Sen. 
Goldwater CR., Ariz.), h 

(Continued on Pag 

0 1Connor Nominativ•• 
"The O'CoMor nomination may 

not have received the attention by 
the President's researchers that it 
deserved before being announced. 
In particular. the Si.if! memoran­
dum, oo which U:e P resiaent u;.1-
parently relied heavily. appears to 

President Reagan with a aub- have misleading and perhaps 
atantial part of bia majority. inaccurate statementa aboot the 

7111r;/n W4nder~ 
..... = • d 1S1snops ,Coucernil! A I_ ~ •11• r. n ... .... . 

J: 1! ..._..., °'i;' "'W II WASHINGTON, D.C. - Op­
O&ition to President Reagan's 
lOmination d Arizona Appeals 
;oort Judge Sandra O'Connor la 
1DOW~llin1amonapro-me~~~ 
acrou the country. Amonc the 
leaden d rtabt-to-Ufe ll'OUIJI wbo 
llave spoken out a1aln1t the 
O'Connor nomlna tion are: 

Fr. Charles Fiore, president d 
the National Pro-Life Political 
Action Committee who declared 
that ''The Prealdent'a nomination 
d Judie O'Connor to the Supreme 
Ccurt lndicats at leut that he baa 
been very badly served by bla 
advllOl'I u to Judae O'Connor'• 
credentiall as a pro-life, pro­
famlly corwervative. 

"However, we in the pro-me 
mCJVement now are wonderlni lf 
President Reagan troiy under-

"' 

atanda the depth and the atrencth 
of our conviction• and our 
dedication to thia cauae d causes. 

"We intend to make this 
nomina I.ion a battle to demonstrate 
that the pro-life cause wW never 
take a back seat to politics as 
mual. 

"I waa one of thOM invited to the 
White Route on Feb. 17th, the day 
before the Preaident'a State of the 
Union meua1e, to bear an appeal 
from him and bil adviaors to 
support the AdmlnlatraUon'a 
economic protiram. 

"Many pro-llfe, pro-family 
connrvativ• do in fact support 
thOBe economic iniUaUvea, but now 
they are wondering lf cooperation 
la to be a two-way street, or if um 
Adminiatration wW contil'IJe to 
ianore those who 1upplled 

"Apparently, Reapn haa for- rec:ord d. Judge _O'Connor aa an 
gotten that It wu the diaaffected . Arizona state leg11lator. 
Democrat& and Independent "Insofar as Sandra O'Connor'• 
ethnic, blue-collar Catholic and record as a at.ate legislator ii 
Eva1111Ucal-Fbndamentalilt Prot- available it la not reaaauring_ Her 
eetantl who helped build what attitude on the laaue d parental 
appeared to be the ~ d a canaent in the caH d fam.lly 
new majority in the lllO elect1on1. planntn1 aervlcea beln& made 

"It waa not simply the available to mlnon abowa a IP'OU 
President'• personal chartam that in1ensltivlty to crucial family 
carried the election. It w11 thia illuea." 
broad and diverse corwtituency Concern about the .election d 
lookin1 for aome fundamental Judge O'Connor to fill the seat on 
chan&t11 ln the leftward drift door the hilh bench vacated by the 
nation 11 reprda family life and retirement of Justice Potter 
aocial iuuea. Stewart centers on her record in 

"It II thil very corwtituency now the Arizona Legillature where ahe 
that la outrased at the O'Connor la known to have co-aponaored a 
nomination. blll authori:tlng abortion on 

(Continued on Page 6) demand in 1970. 
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O'Connor Nomination 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - gp.k. 

1118 on behalf d the United Statel 
Catholic Biahopa, the aeneral 
secretary d the U.S. Catholic 
Conference <USCC) utd the 
Bi1hop1 are "diltur~d" by 
reports d poaltiona taken by 
President Reagan'• nominee for 
the Supreme Court, and ur&ed that 
thla matter be "fully examined." 

The USCC statement aupporta 
the concern expreued by a larp 

ay PAUL A. FISHER _ 

l1'0UP It CODHl"VltiYe CJl'lllliu· 
ti

1
11111 and &heir jcUlt call far a 

"~earchtn1 review" of Jad1e 
O'Connor'• backlJ'OUDd. 

' The poalUon of the generally 
liberal Oscc !:oupled with a 
.µnuar concern expreued bf the 
qonaervative arau~ almC11t cer­
tainly will result In 1 slowdown in 
the previous quiet efforta to 
~·steamroller" the nomlution 
quickly through the Senate. 

- . . ·!. "' . ' ' ..... ' ' . . , ...... . 

Speakq on b.. 
Bishop Thomai. 
declared: 

. t: 

"The United Scar... 
Conference ii diaturt » 
concerning position• 
Judge Sandra D. C 
President ReaPt'• nm 
the Supreme Court 111 11 
aa abortion, aiC: to 
education, and capul ~ 

(Continued °' Pai 
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ouse UC us, 
By Lou Cannon 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

White House chief of staff James 
A. Baker III gave a generally glowing 
account yesterday of the first six 
months of what he called "the 
Reagan revolution" but acknowl­
edged that the administration had 
made allies "nervous" with its mil­
itary buildup and had been afflicted 
with "squabbling and turf fighting 
on foreign policy." 

In an admittedly partisan assess­
ment of the administration's per­
formance, Baker dwelt on the suc­
cesses of the Reagan economic and 
tax programs and the nomination of 
.Judge 8andra Day O'Connor to the 
Supreme Court. 

He said Reagan had been success­
ful because of "the deep-seated per­
sonal beliefs that he brings to the 
presidency-views that were once 
part of the American character and 
110w, under his leadership, are begin­
ning to surface once again." 

However, Baker also took note of 
"frustrations and disappointments," 
including the foreign policy fights 
and mishandling of the Social Secu­
rity issue by the White House. 

"Then, too, I think that all of us 

believe we could have a better job in 
the appointments process-both in 
the timeliness of appointments and 
in the number of women and minor­
ities in high posts," Baker said in a 
speech to the National Press Club. 

Reagan has recognized that not 
enough women are being appointed 
and has moved to change that, the 
chief of staff contended. 

"The selection of fine, distin­
guished people like Sandra O'Con­
nor will not be the exception but the 
trademark of this administration," 
Baker said. 

The military buildup, Baker said, 
was necessary to match "the most 
massive buildup in military arms by 
the other side that man has ever 
seen. 

"We recognize that the Soviets are 
now seizing on America's buildup to 
lau,nch a major propaganda offensive 
against us and that some of our 
friends are nervous. But we are con­
vinced that the only way to achieve 
a more stable, peaceful ·world is to 
engage in a steady, long-term streng­
thening of our military forces." 

Responding to persistent criti­
cisms that the administration's for­
eign policy is ill-defined, White 
House officials have put a heavy em-

phasis on international issues in re­
cent speeches. All of the speeches 1 

have followed a similar line, arguing 
that Reagan has many foreign policy 
achievements even if he has yet to 
make a major foreign policy address. 

Baker ticked off a number of 
these claimed achievements yester­
day. He said that in Europe, Japan, 
Canada and Mexico "the president 
has begun to solidify our ties with 
old friends." 

He also said that the administra­
tion has taken a "firm stance against 
Cuban-supported subversion" and 
begun cooperative efforts "aimed at 
improving economic and social con­
ditions in the Caribbean." 

As the president prepared for the 
economic summit in Ottawa, a num­
ber of policy decisions were being 
readied in the White House. Various 
administration officials had these 
comments on some of them: 

• Attorney General William 
French Smith said the administra­
tion's far-reaching immigration pol­
icy, which has provoked internal 
battles over a guest-worker proposal 
and a "tamper-proot'' identification 
card, would be decided upon within 
the next few days. 

Immigration took up most of a 

75-minute Cabinet meeting yester­
day. Sen. Paul Laxalt (R-Nev.) said 
that he had been asked to take a 
look at the administration's propos­
al, meet with a group of western sen­
ators and make recommendations to 
the president before a final decision 
is reached. 

• Secretary of State Alexander M. 
Haig Jr., in response to a question at ! 
a briefing on the Ottawa summit, re­
affirmed Reagan's commitment to 
provide Saudi Arabia with additional 
aerial reconnaisance aircraft known 
as AWACS. 

• Haig would not confirm the ex- \ 
pected resumption of shipments of 
F' 16 fighter-bombers to Israel, which 
were held up after an Israeli raid on 
an Iraqi nuclear plant. But other of­
ficials said the decision to send the 
planes will be made today. Four 
planes were held up and another six 
were due for shipment this week. 

• White House deputy press sec­
retary Larry Speakes said he did not ' 
expect any decision by the president 
on a basing system for the MX in­
tercontinental ballistic missile before 
the August congressional recess. 

Staff writer Charles R. Rabcock 
contributed to this report. 

• 
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1/1'1 lf1 1ver-Up'~ Charged 
~ 

~ ~.y A 11 de re: r .·' . : 

Conservcl,lives, Pro-Family CoaHtion 
Fired ·up '_Over O'Conn.or No111ination 

.I 

t• 

('~ ! ~ l'\ ''°'; C' 

,, . 

7h$'/~J t/vl?'e111 J?v~nf'° 

By PAUL A. FISHER 

WASIUNGTON, D.C. - A fac· 
tually well-prepared group of 
conaervativea and pro-famiiy 

• • - .AJ __ 

High Court Nominee 
Disturbs ·Conservatives .. 

~:-,v;;:; :- • ..: .:: :- ~ ':'*'!"~ 

Ute &UO\. .............. ... . _ - --

.nomim led to IUcceed to the bilh 
bench. 

The princl .. l apak•man tor the 
·- ~"award Dhltll- cllrlc•u 'th ":'\' . . tl~ ~~""' ---. e onserva "" "'9UC'UI, a 

for a "thorOulh and-- Hal'Cbinl· 
review" of Judge O'Connor' • 
record. 

Phlllips stood at a podium on the 
front ci which was a large-lettered 
quotation from the 1980 Republican 
Party platform which expreaaed 
support for the appointment ci 
judges "who respect traditional 
family values and the sanc ti ty of 
innocent human life ." 

Phlllips called the nomination "a 
!!1!!.j'J!' l:> l0w" t n thf' pol itica l 
"a lliance ci soc1a i and economic 
t..·0&~1 -... c. U · .. c.s ·~· ~,v ~ou tr ib~ !cd !~ " 

Lhe P.-~icic 1 i l ' ::, e:l~tlun and :v the 
€ l ~"' tinr. nf a r.un~be r cf senators 
:-!!~ d c·"'ri;.; r e ~~ rr: ..:-11 

~ . ... ·i' ~ V ,... , _..P ... n rc, l"\ f f h t . ·., r~o;'I b (li -.:: J P r ' l 11p ~c t 10· 1 L(J~ .. t--! l.i..; f .. :· ~ J P r . .. :ri.: Ko:i.Jl d ~ .: ~ :~ri . .J ;.:,.h.: !i' r ·p~f·· .... : 1 • •. 

t • •• - ., c\ '·. :' 

I/~ -(/f'I . W~n;iife 

O'Connor 
1Appointment Sink 
Rising Hope For 

, 

Republican Majori 
I 

By PAUL A. FISHER 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Preaident Reagan's nomina tion ci 
Sandra O'Ccinnor to the Supreme 
Court appean to have eliminated 
the prospect ci the Republican 
Party becomin1 the political home 
of a majority of the American 
people. 

"are mad" and angered 
appointment 

Nel!le Gray, president 
March fer Life , said sl 
hearinc from people all ~ 
country who are "very up 
are saying, 'let's do aomet! 
However, she stated it , 
- - -! L1- -a ....... t&.._a tn tlA! 
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1LONNO f?._ 

For zealotry; it1~'l ~wsWJ.welcoine jolt of reality . . . 
Mosl of those charges, on ~amlnation, proved false. was the last time anyone heard a peep from the 

By HARRISON RAINIE less- than ingenuous or totally lacking in 'taJwan lobby, or those who loathed the "giveaway" 
documentation. of the Panama Canal, or those who thought the 

W
ASHINGTON-Nothing ls worse for zealots . ~e larger point. is that very few .serious and Education and Energy Departments were full of 
than to have one of their own placed in a imporu,mt cons~.rvabves both~red . to hsten to the meddlesome socialist regulators? 
position of power. When a fellow-traveler ze!ilots baying.. The country 19 go mg to pot econo- l In other cases, the contradictions have caused the 

takes the helm, zealots lose much of their reason for nucally, ~itarily !"ld every other way and we spend administration real trouble. Interior Secretary James . l all our time talking about busing and abortion," w · · h d di · · h -· 1 existing, because it strips them of their most potent complained Sen. Barry (Mr. Conservative) Goldwater att is smgle- an e y rev1v_mg t e ~nvironmenta 
weapons. of Arizona. In a particularly lovely counter-assault· movement (and the Democratic Party m some areas) 

The ascent to leadership of a zealot removes the on sickening self-righteousness, Goldwater offered wit~ his an~~g-~oes approach_ to ~estern land 
paranoia that fuels much zealotry, the feel~g that that "every good Christian ought to kick [Rev-. Jerry] poller and oil dr~ling ~f~ the Californ~ coast 
"they" (the R~ckefellers, Communists, oil com- Falwell right in the ass" for biS carping about Still, . Reag~n JS pres1dmg ~ver the dis~tegi:ation 
panies, radical liberals, CIA or other assorted bogey- · O'Connor. • · of the nght-wmg zealots' coalition. It was inevitable 
men) are running the show. It also brings reality · . . ' that he would not measure up to their wacky not.Ions 
crashing in on the leader, who finds that the world ·THE BLOWUP on the right 18 just the latest of policy purity, mostly because they need someone 
never conforms to the single-minded model that he, evidence 0! the ~issures that h~ve always been to beat up in order to survive. But it is heartening-
as a zealot, wanted to Impose on it . t present in :Amencan c~nservatism. Those who even amazing-that he has done so this early in the -

Ronald Reagan had the political fortune of being call themselves conse~attves have been both game. After all, it took Dwight Eisenhower a couple 
supported-even turned into ll national figure-by a isolationist and interventionist, in favor of environ- of years to isolate himself fully from the McCar-

mental preservation and exploitation, tax-cuttingly th f · f in 
slew of groups steeped In zealotry. To his credit, be experimental and tight-money orthodox, country-~ ~ite ringes o hla part? the ~950s. 

1 
has take~ a series of steps that have broken apart club elitist and red-neck populist, and gung ho for Reagan might pay a bit of a price for ~is. In the 

, ~ that coalition of righ~·wlng groups and isolated them unfettered free enterprise and quick to seek govern- words of Howard Phillips, the national director of 
\\ increasingly in a political never-never land. · ment.backed corporate bailouts and other big busl- the Conservative Caucus, ·Reagan's nomination of 
l ·The most dramatic example of his break with the ness protections Judge O'Connor .. is a major blow to the political 

dlebarda Is his impending nomination of Arizona All those groups could bring · their disparate alliance of social and economic conservatives." Phil· 
Judge S~dra J?8Y O'Connor to the Supreme Court- ipiriti into the Reagan camp in 1980 because it was lips and other leaders of so-called pro-family groups 
a politically brilliant mov~ that not only &c!ded to the easy to see him as the savior from Jimmy Carter and sa~ it could threaten votes they bad helped him 
isolation Of the right, but muted Reagan s growmg_ because Reagan was adept at exploiting their zealot- garner for his economic program and might even 
body of critics on the left , ' ·\ ry. They are finding it increasingly hard, though, to cost him the support he needs to take control of the 

To · ~e right-wingers, Judge 0 Connor bad not reconcile their differences now that the head zealot House of Representatives next year. 
voted the "true" way against abortion, the Equal Is in charge of the country. The President ought to give them the back of his 
Rights Amendment, pornography, family planning, 'In some cases Reagan has simply diffused whatl hand and say, "Good riddance." He ls doing just fine 
teenage drinking-and in favor of the death penalty. just months ago were red-hot political issues. When without them. 
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Religious right mobilizing forces 
. . . 

t() oppose O'Connor nomination 
Knight-Ridder Wire 

The religious right is mobiliz.ing its 
forces to fight the U.S. Supreme 
Court nomination of Sandra · Dciy 
O 'Connor, who has been accused by 
critics of supporting abortion on 
demand. . · 

O"Connor, 51, an Arizona st.ate sen­
ator in 1969-74 and now an Arizona 
Court of Appeals judge. was nomi­
nated by President Reagan July 7 to 
fill the seat of retiring Supreme Court 
Justice Potter Stewart. She is the 
first woman ever to be nominated to 
the natiqn's highest court. 

A Sept. 3 anti-abortion rally has 
been scheduled in Dallas by the Reli­
gious Roundt.able, the same group 

' 

that attracted 20,000 Christian funda­
mentalists here last August for a rally 
at which then-Republican presidential 
nominee Ronald Reagan endorsed 
prayer in public schools and lamented 
the loss of "that old time religion ." 

&l McAteer, director of the Round­
t.able, said Tuesday that a Scottsdale, 
Ariz., physician, Dr. Nancy Gerster, 
will be principal speaker at the Sept. 
3 rally. 

"Dr. Gerster is a friend of Judge 
O'Connor and will tell anybody who 
has ears to hear about how the 
judge's voting record as an Arizona 
legislator was completely pro-abor- . 
tion," McAteer said. 

Roundt.able and most other conser­
vative and fundamental religious or-

J1 

gani:tations. including the Moral Ma­
jority, are anti-abortion. 

Television evangelist Jerry Falwell. 
head of Moral Majority , Howard 
Phillips of the Conservative Caucus 
and Paul Weyrich of the Committee 
for the Survival of a Free C.ongres.' 
will join Gerster and Phyllis Schlafly 

, on the platform of the Sept. 3 rally . 
McAteer said . 

Reached in her Scottsdale; Ariz., of -
fice Tuesday afternoon, Gerster said 
she has known O'Connor for many 
years. 

"We're both Episcopalians at St. 
Bortholomcw's Church (in Scottsdale) 
and we take communion at the samC' 
alt.or rail. Our sons were in the same 
Indian GuidtS group. -



upreme ourt om111ee 
• tr1ves o ear er es 
By Lyle Denniston 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

With a month to go before her con­
firmation hearings, Sandra D. O'Con­
nor has not yet had time to work on 
ways to stay out of trouble with the 
U.S. Senate when it considers her 
nomination to the Supreme Court. 

The first woman to be nominated 
to the court said yesterday that she 
has spent the past four weeks "des­
perately trying to complete" her un­
finished duties as a judge on the Ari­
zona Court of Appeals before 
preparing herself for Senate hear­
ings. 

"Frankly," she said in a telephone 
interview, "I have been working on 
matters I had under advisement." 

She said her colleagues on the 
court have been waiting for her to 
produce draft opinions so that final 
rulings can be made in cases in 
which she was assigned the writing 
task. 

Two more opinions and three 
more "memo decisions" - short-form 
rulings - must be finished, she in­
dicated, before she can start plan­
ning the answers she will give at 
September hearings before the Sen­
nte Judici.'.lry Committee. 

The main item of advance prep­
arntion is to answer written ques­
tions submitted to her by Sen. Jesse 
Helms, R-N.C. O'Connor said she has 
not been able to take up that chore 
yet. 

Many of Helms' questions appar­
ently deal with O'Connor's views on 
abortion. That issue is expected to be 
the most difficult one for her at the 
hearings. 

A key anti-abortion group, the Na­
tional Pro-Life Political Action Com­
mittee, asked members of the com­
mittee yesterday to "demand the 
truth regardless of partisan political 
considerations. " 

Insisting that O'Connor's nomina­
tion "could still be rejected," the 
committee 's executive director, Pe-· 
ter B. Gemma Jr., said that "every­
thing depends on the chairman's 
readiness to hold a thorough hear: 
ing and on the courage of pro-lifers 
in both houses of Congress." 

Gemma said that anti-abortion for­
ces "are not appeased by assurances 
that the nominee ... is personally op­
posed to abortion." 

So far, no member of the Senate ,. 
has taken a public position against 
the nomination, but several have i 
said they have not made up their I 
minds. j 

Since being chosen July 7 as Rea- 1 

gan's first nominee to the court. \ 
O'Con~or _h~s spent most .of her time f 
in her Judicial chambers m Phoemx. l 
She has not been assigned to sit on 
any new cases but is finishing up old 
ones, she said. 

The first of her last round of rul­
ings as a state judge came out last 
week, drawing some publicity. An 
O'Connor opinion upheld the right 
of a mob syndicate figure, Charles 
Battaglia, to receive benefits for an 
injury even while he remains in 
prison. 

He suffered the injury as an iron 
worker in Tucson in 1977, and the l 
state Court of Appeals ruled that he 
was entitled to receive workmen's 
compensation benefits because they · 
are based on the loss of his_eamin~s l 
due to his injury, not to his 1mpns- { 
onment. . 

O'Connor said she would soon I 
start reviewing the iss'ues she will . 
have to face at Senate hearings. 
Asked if she would be coached by 
someone else. she said: "No, I'm 
working on my own. Not that I 
wouldn 't welcome assistance. but I 
will be working at my own pace." 

She said she had planned to take 
some vacation, "but it looks like I 
can't. We have cancelled our plans 
because there is so much material I 
need to review and there are llO 
many things to do." 

Although thinking mostly about 
her final acts as a state judge, O'Con­
nor, acccrding to an aide, has given 
a little thought to one of the first ac­
tions she would have to take as a 
member of the Supreme Court. 

That is a decision on whether to 
hire, as her law clerks, one or more 
of the three who had been chosen 
for the court's next term by Justice J 
Potter Stewart before he retired in l 
June. The three are Brian Cart- \ 
wright, John Dwyer and Deborah 
Jones, each of whom has clerked for 
a judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
here. 

O'Connor's nomination has not.­
yet been sent formally to the Senate, 
the White House·said yesterday. That 
may come next week. 
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O'Connor Expresses Some Doubt on Rule 
That Bans Illegally Obtained EvUlenre 

Ry a WALL STREET JO URNAL Sta/I Reporter 
WASHINGTON-Opponents of the rule 

that prevents the use of illegally obtained 
i evidc~ce in criminal trials may have an ally 

m Supreme Court nominee Sruldra 
O'Connor. 

Mrs. O'Connor, in the second day of hear· 
ings on her nomination, told the Senate Judi· 
ciary Committee that she has doubts about 
the so-called exclusionary ruie and also that 
she is personally in favor of the death pen· 
alty and opposed to court-ordered school 
busing. 

The exclusionary rule has been under fire 
from some quarters, including Chief Justice 
Warren Burger, Justice William Rehnquist 
and the Attorney General's Task Force on 
Violent Crime. Critics charge that applica· 
t10n of the rule sometimes requires valuable 
evidence to be disregarded because of pro­
cedural technicalities. Defenders of the rule 
say it is essential to protect the rights of ac· 
cused persons. 

Drawing on her experience as a trial 
judge for four years, Mrs. O'Connor said she 
had seen little problem with the requirement 
that police officers inform persons of their 
rights when they are arrested. 

But, she said, '' the exclusionary rule .. . 
has proven to be much more difficult In 
terms of the administration of justice. There 
are times when perfectly relevant evidence, 
and indeed sometimes the only evidence in 
the case," is excluded when it might be usa· 
ble "if different standards were applied." 

"I don't want to be interpreted as sug· 
gesting that I think it (the rule) is inappro- I 
priatc when force or trickery or some other 
reprehensible conduct has been used," she 
said in response to questions from the com· 
mittee. "But I have seen examples of the 
application of th.e rule which I thought were 
unfortunate." 

In her answers on the exclusionary rule 
and on busing and the .death penalty, she 
emphasized that she was expressing per· 
sonal views that "have no place in the reso­
lution of legal issues." She refrained from 
commenting on particular cases but rather 
was expressing her views generally on those 
issues. Still, her responses shed far more 
light on her own attitudes than had her com· 
ments on the first day of hearings Wednes· 
day. . . 

On the first day, Mrs. O'Connor voiced 
her opposition to abortion, but her record 
during four years as a state senator is still 
likely to draw fire from right·to·life groups 
scheduled to testify today. 

The hearings are fllled with reminders 
that Mrs. O'Connor, once she Is confirmed 
will be the first woman ever to serve on th~ 
Supreme Court. Sen. Joseph Biden (D., Md.) 
urged Mrs. O'Connor to speak out on issues 
of importance to women. "I don't want you 
to wall yourself off, judge;" said Mr. Biden. 
"You are a woman . . . that is something 
that should be advertised by you." 

Some questions from the Senators, too, 
have . called attention to the fact that Mrs. 
O'Connor Is a woman. She responded to Sen. 
Jeremiah Denton (R, Ala.) that she doesn't 
believe women should be placed In combat 
in the military. But she said women as well 
as men should have the chance to press a 
button in a missile silo. · · 

Mrs. O'Connor, 51 years old, would sue· 
ceed Justice Potter Stewart, who retired. 
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Abortion Vote 
Called Mistal\.e 
By O~Connor 

By Fred Barbash 
Washington Poot Stall Writer 

Supreme Court nominee Sandra D. 
O'Connor, facing her first day of confir­
mation hearing questioning, said she 
made a mistake +1 years ago when she 
voted in the Arizona legislature to decri­
minalize abortion. 

It was her one important concession, in 1 

a day filled with questions about abor- i 
tion, to the conservatives who have chal­
lenged her nomination. But she declined 
repeatedly to go any further and say how 
she would rule on that or any other issue 
on the high court. 

She assured the Republican-dominated 
Senate Judiciary Committee, however, 
that she believes in a limited role for the 
federal judiciary in American life. 

·"I do not believe it is the function of 
the judiciary to step in and change the 
Jaw because the times have changed," she 
said. "I do well understand the difference 
between legislating and.judging. 

"As a judge," she said, . "it is not my 
function to develop public policy." 

The opening of the O'Connor hearings, 
as senator after senator noted yesterday, 
was a historic event: the first time the 
Senate has ever considered a woman for 
the Supreme Court. Easy Senate confir­
mation is expected within the next three 
weeks. 
. It was also the first time since her 
nomination that O'Connor has explained 
her record and her views publicly, though 
she began the hearings by telling the sen­
ators that it would be improper for her to 
be too specific in answer to questions 
about specific issues she might confront 
on the court. 

She did get specific about her actions 
as an Arizona state senator that have pro­
duced the only significant opposition to 
her nomination. She conceded, as she ap-

parently had not in previous conversations with 
Reagan administration officials, that she cast a 
1970 committee vote (prior to the 1973 Supreme 
Court ruling legalizing abortion) in favor of de­
criminalizing abortion. She said she had to con­
sult old _newspaper reports to refresh her mem­
ory. 

"At that time I believed some change in the 
statute was appropriate," O'Connor said in re­
sponse to a question from Judiciary Chairman 
Strom Thurmond (R-S.C.). 

"I would say that my own knowledge and 1 

awareness of the issues and concerns have in­
creased since those days," she said. "It was not 
the subject of a great deal of public attention or 
concern at the time. 

"I would not have voted, I think, Mr. Chair- ' 
man, for a simple repealer thereafter." The bill 
failed in the Arizona Legislature. 

She defended her-position on other votes chal­
lenged by the anti-abortion lobby. A family plan­
ning bill she co-sponsored, she said, was designed 
to . provide contraception, not abortion, to 
Arizonans. 

She voted against a 1974 legislative resolution 
supporting an anti-abortion amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution because "I was not sure at that /' 
time we had given it a proper amount of reflec-
tion." · 

And she opposed a rider to an appropriations 
bill barring abortions at a University of Arizona 
hospital in 197 4 because she thought a rider was 
a procedural violation of the state's constitution. 

She di.cl vote, she said, to rest!ict abortion 
funding for poor people in Arizotra, though ul­
timately the state decided to avoid Medicaid en­
tirely. 

O'Connor said she has an "abhorrence of abor­
tion. It is a practice in which I would not have 
engaged. I'm sensitive to other views, but this 
comes from my own upbringing ... my sense of 
how I should lead my own life. It's just an out­
growth of what I am." 

But "my personal views and beliefs have no 
place in the resolution of any issue," she told Sen. 
John P. East (R-N.C.), who was pressing her the 
hardest on the issue. And she declined to express 
her views on the Supreme Court's 1973 ruling or 
even hint at how she might rule on future abor­
tion issues. 

She did make a point, at the beginning of the 
hearing, to introduce her · husband and three 
sons, and endorse marriage and the family as 
"mankind's basic unit of society, the hope of the 
world and the strength of our country .... " 

That reluctance to comment, traditional for 
Supreme Court nominees, dominated all her re­
sponses to substantive issues. In response to 
questions about school busing, she simply recited 

the history of Supreme Court rulings. Asked for 
her views on proposals to strip the court of ju­
risidiction, she said "there were many views" 
about it. 

She was questioned closely about a law review 
article she recently wrote suggesting that the na­
tion's most used civil rights law, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1871, was being overused. She said she 
had not meant to suggest that victims of consti­
tutional violations should be denied access to the 
courts, just that the state courts, as opposed to 
the federal courts, could handle more of these 
complaints. 
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On discrimination against women: O'Connor 
had more to say. "I don't know that I've experi­
enced much of it," she said. "My only disappoint­
ment came when I graduated [from Stanford 
Law School near the top of her class] and I was 
not successful in finding employment with any of 
the major firms." 

Discrimination against women, particularly 
disparities in pay, "has always been a matter of 
concern," she said . 

. .. 
"How do you want to be remembered?" Sen. ' 

Max Baucus (D-Mont) asked her. 

"Here lies a good judge," O'Connor responded. 
"But I'm sure I would be remembered as the first 
woman" on the Supreme Court. 

Her testimony is to continue today. 
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udg_e Connor-Skilled in the High An 
For a historical figure, Judge Sandra 

O'Connor is an unpretentious sort. 
She has bright hazel eyes, brown-gray 

hair a metallic western voice. While the 
medibers of the Senate Judiciai:y ~ommi~­
tce ransacked their minds for adJect1ves sut­
ficient to the occasion of nominally at least 
. passing judgment on the first' woman to be 
nominated · to the .§upreme Court, she sat 
with her ankles neatly crossed, gravely 
heeding each speaker with composed atten­

-tion. 
·- She is an achieving woman without an 
edge. She is go~-looking w!thout . being 
alienatingly beautiful and bright without 
being alarmingly intellectual. 

Like the man who chose her, Ronald . 
Reagan, she knows the high art of not giv­
ing unnecessary offense. ~henever she 
could, she ~iscou~sed on the 1mporta1nc~ of 

. the separation ot powers and the re.at1on­
ship of the states to the fede~al governm~nt, 

, . .two safe subjects about which she plainly 
hoped the committee would feel she has the 

' deepest convictions. 
She must have convinced even the most 

· dubious conservatives that she is conserva­
- tive by nature if not in judicial philosophy, 
; ·of which she disclosed nothing during what 
one senator ceremoniously called her "or­
deal." 
. The flavor of the proceedings is better 
conveyed by the fact that two senators dur-

. ing the flowery morning suggested to her 

. that in view of her record and the breath­
,. . taking breadth of her support-it goes from 
.. Goldwater to Kennedy, from pussycats to 

milit~t feminists-that the White House is 
not beyond her grasp. . . 

Almost two hours of the opemng .sess10n 
were devoted to expressions of suppor ,. 
Only one shot was fired over t.he bow. 

Sen. Jeremiah Denton, hav1.n~ first called 
her "a lady" in forbidden femin!st parlance, 
praised the president for nrum~g ~er, an­
nounced that he liked her, and mv1ted her 
to say that she .might have changed her 
views about abort10n. . . d 

"You could still be changing your mm 
on this issue," he said. . 

And the question that formed m the 
hearing room and hung over it while the 

. Mc'lfY_McGnJry 

CAUTIOUS 

of Not Giving Offen:s-;I 
judge politely fenced and parried was 
whether she has or she hasn't. 

When she finished her brief opening 
statement she deferentially sought Chair­
man Stro:n Thurmond's permission to give 
her real answer to the fuming Moral 1V~a­
jority. She introduced her "close" family 
with as much flourish as so disciplined a 
character would grant herself: her "dear" 
husband John and their three grown sons, 
one of \~horn ~he hopes, she said ruefully, 
will give up sky diving. T~e o·c~nn<?rS w~ll 
celebrate their 29th wedding anniversary . m 
December. The nominee spoke of fam1hes 

-
"as the hope of the world" and, in the only 
view she volunteered at her debut, of their 

1 importance to our nation and our life. 
But hers, in the minds of the pro-life 

group , is a single-issue n<;>mination. Her 
four votes as an Arizona legislator on as­
pects of abortion brought a small demon­
stration to the sidewalk outside the Dirksen 
Office Building. The pickets carried signs 
saying "O'Connor, a poor choice" and wore 
"No O'Connor" buttons. Mostly middle­
.aged or older women, they were a remnant 
of the phantom legions who screamed at her 
selection and have fallen almost si­
lent-faded under the fulminations of such 
right-wing stalwarts as Barry Goldwater. 

They know as well as Jerry Falwell that 
there is no stopping the judge. If anything 
happened to O'Connor on her way to th'e 
Supreme Court, the women of America 
would storm the Senate Judiciary Commit­
tee and trash it. So the marchers'· mood was 
relatively mild. One plump 1iun, cheerily 
chanting "life, yes, O'Connor no" seemed 
happy just to be out in the bright Septem­
ber sun. Behind her an elderly gentleman 
was playing "America the Beautiful" on a 
trumpet. He appeared to be .enjoying the 
opportunity to display his talent, which 
may not be entirely in demand, since he 
was slightly off key. 

O'Connor k1iew, of course, that when the 
last superlative had been decanted, she 
would have to face the music. When Chair­
man Thurmond mentioned "abortion," she 
nodded briefly and glanced over at Denton. 
"Very well," she said resignedly and 

launched into a description of the circum­
stances under which, in 1970, she had voted · 
to repeal Arizona's anti-abortion statute . 

It was a long time ago, she said, and b~- · 
sides the measure died in caucus. She 1s 
pers~nally opposed to abor~io~: "as a means 
of birth control or otherwise. The law at 
the time was so severe that a person aiding 
in the abortion of a rape victim was subject 
to criminal penalties. 

But since then, she said, her own knowl­
edge and awareness on the question ha!! 
increased. "Thereafter,'' she said cryptically, 
"I would not have voted for simple repeal." 

During the lunch break, Sen. Arlen Spec­
ter who was set upon by a band of pro-· 
lif~rs in the corridor, attempted to interpret 
her sibylline utterance. But since he mis­
takenly thought she was . talking about an­
other controversial vote-a negative for an 
anti-abortion constitutional am~ndment in 
1974-his intervention was not particularly 
useful. 

After lunch, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 
tried with no better results. Again, Her 
Hon~r referred vaguely to the increase in 
her knowledge and awareness over the past 
10 years. When Kennedy asked he~ if the 
important thing was a change of v1ey.rs or 
broadened information, she said cryptically, 
"the latter." 

The fact is that the public has already_ 
rettdered a verdict on Sandra O'Connor. 
They agree with the politicians, who believe 
that Ronald .Reagan had his finest hour 
when he chose her. No single issue can 
block her way to history and the high court. 
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Ne~ Right Loses. on Judge but Gains 
Special tolbe New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept.16-The cries 
of outrage and betrayal with which the 
religious right greeted the nomination · 
of Sandra Day O'Connor to the Su­
preme Court 10 weeks ago had turned 
to whimpers by the time the television 
lights were shut off yesterday in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing 
room. 

The committee, which includes sev- . 
eral stalwarts of the new right among 
its 18 members, did not produce a sin­
gle vote against Judge O'Connor. The 
Rev. Jerry Falwell, the leader of 
Moral Majority, initially labeled the 
nomination a "disaster" because of 
Judge O'Connor's less than implaca­
ble opposition to abortion. But he kept 
his distance from the hearings and 
spent the day of the committee vote re­
sponding to some scathing criticism 
by that dean of the old right, Senator 
Barry Goldwater. 

So quickly did the threatened battle 
over the nomination wither, that it 
might be tempting to declare the en­
tire episode a strategic disaster for the 
new right. 

But those who would most like that 
assessment to be true, politicians of 
both parties who have watched wi,th 
unease the ascent of the fundamental­
ist and anti-abortion lobbies, caution 
that it is premature to conclude that 
they are in disarray. 

Serious Derailment Effort 
The effort to derail the confirmation 

was a serious one. Richard A. Vi­
guerie, the conservative political con­
sultant, started publishing a newslet­
ter called "The O'Connor Report" as a 
forum for critics of the nomination, 
and Senate offices reported a heavy 

volume of negative mail. Its failure 
was undoubtedly a setback. 

Rather than weakening the -religious 
right for the ideological battles that lie 
ahead in this session of Congress, how­
ever, the lasting political effect of the 
O'Connor confirmation may be to 
raise the stakes for those battles. 

Any Supreme Court nomination is 
special, and President Reagan's nomi­
nation of Sandra Day O'Connor was so 
special as to all but doom any opposi­
tion that was not based on the discov­
ery of perspnal or political scandal. 

President Reagan is popular, and . 
polls showed that the idea of namiJlS a 
woman to the Court was popular. Un­
like the Democratic-led Senate that 

·turned down two of Richard M. Nix· . 
on's Supreme Court nominees, the~ 
ate in 1981 is controlled by the party 
that controls the White House. 

Final Stamp of FallUN 
· Even those members of the Judici­

ary Committee with the closest ti• to 
the new right and the strongest per. 
sonal doubts about the nomination re­
fused to commit themselves to the op. 
position camp before last week's con­
firmation hearings. It was those hear­
ings that put the final stamp of failure 
on the st*°'Connoreffort. 

Well prepared and completely in 
control, Judge O'Connor presented 
herself as what those who know her 
say she is: a mainstream Republican 
with conservative ideas about crimi­
nal justice, family values and the role 
of the Federal courts. By the time the 
fi~ day was over, it was apparent 
that, by any reasonable measure, the 
Republicans had in Sandra Day O' • 
Connor an ideal judicial nominee. 

By the.time Judge O'Connor's .place \ 

on the witnell stand was t~en by the \ 
outaide witnesses who had been in­
vited to teltity for and against the 
nomiD&ticm, the opposition bad come 
to appear abrill or, more devastating, 
irrelevant. 

During the last few hours of the day 
set aside for the outside witnesses, 
only Senator Thurmond remained at 
the bearing, his thin, lined face impas­
sive as emotional speeches about the 
rights of the "unborn" were read into 
the hearing record. 

It was an anticlimactic and uncere­
monious end to the stop-O'Connor ef­
fort. But the current session of Con­
gress is far from over. The new right's 
legislative agenda of "social issues" 
- abortion, busing, school prayer, 

New Zeal 

curbing the jurisdiction of the Federal' 1 
courts - lies ahead, and in the wake of ( 
the Judiciary Committee vote, new i 
right spokesmen said they felt not ~ 
weakened but strengthened in their~ 
solve to collect on campaign promises. . 

The confirmation process "took the I 
scales off our people's eyes," Howard; 
Phillips of the Conservative Caucus' 
said in an interview today. He said thel 
episode had taught the new right that I 
neither the President nor the RepublH 
cm Party can be taken on faith as \ 
allies, but must demonstrate that they · 
are entitled to continued support. 

Conservative Senators who deserted 
the cause on the O'Connor confirma­
tion, Mr. Phillips said, will be hard­
pressed to redeem themselves on the 
legislative issues in time to avert sub­
stantial defections by the "demoral­
ized and dispirited" new right voters. 

Credibility of Threat 
For that threat to be credible, it 

must be assumed that large numbers 
of those voters do in fact equate a 
"yes" vote on Sandra O'Connor with 
desertioQ on the substantive compo­
nents of the agenda, an assumption for 
which there is no concrete evidence. 

Nonetheless, the special factors that 
doomed the.O'Connor opposition are in 
large part absent from the coming 
legislative efforts. There is no problem ( 
of disloyalty to the President; in fact , (' 
Mr. Reagan is personally sympathetic , 
to much of the social agenda. ( ( 

While a single-issue emphasis might 
seem inappropriate in a judicial con­
firmation, single issues are what legis- J 
lation is about, especially when there 
are fences to mend and disaffected 
friends to placate. The taste of defeat 
has clearly given the new right a re­
newed taste for battle. 
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-Connor Confinnec s . rs \ s~~11~ ~:a7 
oman on Supreme Coor 

By Fred Barbash 
wastllngton Post Starr Writer ./ · 

~e ::~ate contirmed San~ra D. O'Con­
iwr 35 fr...e :irst woman U.S. Supreme Court 
i u~::ce y~V11'day by a vote o.f 99 ~o 0. 
· l. 'Con:-.r;r wi ll be sworn m Friday a~ the 
w::.nd jU=-nce of the cour~. At 51, she will be 
tht' \·ounzbt member ot a court now dom­
inated by-r:.t:n in their .late. 6.0s and ear~y 70s, 
a c~urt a':Y:rnhled by six chfterent ~res1dent.s: 
Eisenhower. Kennedy, ,Johnson, Nixon, Ford 
and now, PJmald Reagan .. 

T le hiswric Senate action came early yes­
terday evE::n i n~ without real debate. 01~ly one 
8enator, ~.Jax Baucus (D-Mont.), did not 

' 

vote. Baucus has been a s~rong supporter of 
I he nomination but was m Mo~tana "':'hen 
the roll call was taken. The onl~ issue of .the 
rlay was which senator could. smg t~e h1gh­
!::-1t, longest and most effusive praises for . 
()'Connor and President .Reagan. . 

And thus what began m Jul~ as one ?t. the 
president's most contro~.e!s1al dec1s1ons 
ended as one of his least difficult encounters 
with CongreSH. . 

Some su8pense had . remamed ab?ut 
-.vhether a few senators might cast ~~gative 
,otes or abstain because of oppos1t10n to 
O'Connor from antiabortion forces. 

But even that doubt was swept away by. 1 

TConnor's performa~ce in confirmaHon I 
·earings, lobbying by Reagan and an inc~eas-
. -:~ly evident desire among a few undecided 
·o avoid spoiling the party. 

"Some colleagues sa id I'd be laughed out 
r the Senate if I voted against her," Sen. 

. ~remiah D1!nton (R-Ala.) ~aid in an inter-
·ew beioro w:-1ting his vote for confirmation. 

·. ~nton. a i!launch antiabortion senator who 
, ,~taint>d from a unanimous ,Judiciary Com­
-:iuee rnte last week, described his "agoniz, 
- E' O'-H the vote. "I kept wondering, what 
... 1;. ci : :-:e prr~ident think of me, what would 
-·: : _u :H!!UC!i think of me. I was worried 

r,1_: -::.v effcdivenes8 on other issues." 

Another conservative, Sen. Jesse. Helms 
{R-N.C.), had also carefully left his vote in 
douht until the last minute. He rose on the 
tloor yesterday and announced that he would 
vote for confirmation "because I have faith in 
the president." 

~ix hours hefore the vote yesterday, Ju­
diciary Committee Chairman Strom Thur­
mond (R.S.C.), heam·ing with pride at having 
steered the nomination so cleanly through 
the Senate, strode into the Senate gallery 
pres.'! room. 

"I do not believe there will be a single · 
vote" against the nomination, he announced. 
"The people of this country want a woman / 

on the Supreme Court and this nomination 
is highly satisfactory to the public." 

After the vote, O'Connor appeared on the 
Capitol steps with Vice President Bush to 
thank the Senate. "I'm absolutely overjoyed," 
she aaid. "My hope is that 10 years from 
now, after I've been across the street and 
worked for a while, that they'll all feel glad 
they gave me this wonderful vote." 

The lack of controversy was . apparent 
from the moment debate began. Only two or 
three senators were present during most of 
the speechmaking. · 

On the floor liberals, conservatives and1 

the unlabeled took turns praising the 
president for his choice and O'Con­
nor for her worthiness. Sen. ; Paula 
Hawkins (R-Fla.) noted with plea­
sure that no one had critidzed the 
nomination on the grounds that 
O'Connor was a woman. The I 
speeches were becoming repetitiow: 
until Helms rose to address the 
sparsely attended session yesterday 
morning. ! 

"Mrs. O'Connor, Madame ' Justice 
O'Connor, as she will shortly be­
come, has been chosen as a symbol 
of an important reality in the United 
States today," Helms said. i. 

"Uncertainty yet exists ,;tp some 
degree" about her stand on"a'portion, 
he said. "But I will vote ·lfor Mrs. 
O'Connor because I have f ait'h in the 
president of the United St.ates and 
faith that she would not allow the 
president to be misled" on tpe abor­
tion question. 

"When the president nominated 
her, I visited him0 that morning and 
he assured me that Mrs. 'O'Connor 
shares his beliefs on 'abortion 

',.'~·;. . ... My faith in Ronald Reagan's 
~ words and my respect ,for Mrs: I . ~~~~n~~fm~ s~d.erson" dic~te a ~es 

1i Staff write'r Bill Peterson conir.ib~ 
uted to this article. · 




