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New York Times

May 1, 1984

Ground Broken for Holocaust Museum

WASHINGTON, April 30 (AP) —
Survivors of Nazi horrors gathered to-
day to begin transforming two build-
ings into a United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum that will show ‘“the
dark side of human civilization.”

The symbolic groundbreaking was
held for the $100 million, privately fi-
nanced museum, whose buildings even
now evoke memories of the death
camps among some survivors. The
ceremony, held near the Washington
Monument, was a focus of the annual
Days of Remembrance for the six mil-

"lion Jews and countless other Euro-
pean minorities who were slaughtered
- and persecuted under Adolf Hitler.

“If you remember, you shall live,”
said Elie Wiesel, who survived Ausch-
witz and came to America to write,

" teach, campaign for human rights and
become chairman of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council.

Lessons and Wamnings Seen

Mr. Wiesel told Vice President Bush
and more than 400 people attending a
noontime commemoration in the Capi-
- tol Rotunda that memories of the death
. camps pruvide lessons for the present
and warnings for the future, -

**The world unleashed madness more
than 40 years ago, and that madness is
still dominating the minds and souls of
too many countries,’”’ said Mr. Wiesel,
who spoke earlier at the groundbreak-
ing about the museum’s purpose.

“No cause is more noble, no en-
deavor more sacred,” he said, than to

-said. “The imagery will be preserved

offer future visitors a graphic portrait
not only of “‘the inhumanity of the killer
but also the humanity of his victims.”

Mr. Wiesel and other survivors are
raising funds to create a memorial il-
lustrating the horrors of genocide and
the daily lives of death camp victims.
There also will be computerized ar-
chives of Nazi extermination records
seized by the United States after World
War 1I1.

The museum, visualized by Mr. Wie-
sel ag a “magnet for all who visit Wash-
ington,” will be housed in two century-
old buildings, donated by the United
States Government, that have served
Federal agencies in the past as audi-
tors’ offices, warehouses, stables and a
fish hatchery.

' Reminders of Mass Murder

+ The red brick structures half a block
from the National Mall contrast
sharply with the white marble and con-
crete of official Washington. For Mark
Talisman, vice chairman of the me-
morial council, they are instant re-
minders of mass murder. !
“When I saw the buildings, it'evoked
Auschwitz and Dachau,’” Mr. Talisman

in the renovation.” He said officials
hope to have the museum portion open
by early 1986 and the full facility oper-
ating by early 1988.

Benjamin Meed, vice chairman of
the Days of Remembrance Committee,
said the facility would be ‘“‘a unique
structure, a museum that testifies to

the dark side of human civilization, to
the capacity of a cultured people to
perpetrate the most evil of crimes and
to the indifterence of world leaders who
failed to act against the evil until it was
too lat.” :

At the Capitol ceremony, part of.a
series of observances across the coun-
try, Vice President Bush and other
elected officials pledged to safeguard
the future by recalling the past.

Delusions About Perfection

Mr. Bush said the Holocaust teaches:
‘“There are no more dangerous myths
than that man is perfectible and per-
fect peace is attainable on this earth.

' Delusions of earthly perfection lead to

the murderous thought that life must
first be purged of its defects.”

““We are here to remember the evil
men can do unto one another,” he
added, ‘“‘and our souls weep for it. By
remembering, we also gain wisdom.
For the Holocaust stands testament to
man’s moral imperfections.”

The Senate majority leader, Howard
H. Baker Jr. of Tennessee, said there
was a thin line between civilized and
barbaric societies. ‘“The triumph of
evil is for good men and women to do
nothing,” he said. - '

Recalling the ‘““madness and horror
ot Hitler’s time,’’ Representative Sid-
ney R. Yates, an Illinois Democrat who
serves on the memorial council, said,
““We pledge to the lost and we pledge to
the living — we will not forget."
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tive crowd. “I have written books. I
have tried to teach. I have tried to do
what a survivor must do—bear wit-
ness—and yet I have doubts . '
. These remarks followed a panoply
of performances There had been
music by the American Symphony
Orchestra. - The Howard University
Choir had awesomely sung “Ani Maa-
min,” the declaration of faith that
Jews sang as they walked to their
leaths in camps, Helen Hayes had
read the words of Peysakh Kaplan,

from the Bialystok ghetto. Actress
Meg Tilly had read the poems of
ghetto children. Actor James Earl
Jones had recited the Hymn of the
Partisans as the audience hummed
the familiar music. Newsman Ted

Koppel had read from one of Elie

Wiesel’s own works. .
And at the end, Wiesel asked:
“Have we really managed to convey
something of the experience to you?
. Meg Tilly read poems of those
children. Do you hear those children’s
voices? . . . Ted, my friend, you read
my words. 1 was listening too. We tell
something that inherently makes us
helpless. What they have done is be-
yond words ... I am afraid, my
friends, [it] cannot be told. T still
don’t understand. How could it hap-
pen? How did madness invade his-

* tory? How could Hungarian Jewry be

wiped out in six weeks?”

The audience listened in silence as.
_he said to them, “I'm not telling you

that what we tried to say you will
ever know. You won’t. We're just try-
ing to give you something ... Why
are we doing this? To make you cry?
No, believe me . .. we don’t cry and
we don’t want you to cry. We want
you to remember. For your sake.”
The event was planned by the Unit-
ed States Holocaust Memorial Council
to open the nationwide observance of

the Days of Remembrance, - which
commemorate the 6 million Jewish
victims of the Holocaust and the mil-
lions of others who died at the hands
of the Nazis. This morning at 9:30
there will be a symbolic ground-
breaking at the site of the planned
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. At
noon the annual National Civic Com-
memoration Ceremony will take place
in the Capitol Rotunda.

“Never before in our history had
genocide been an all-pervasive gov-
ernment policy,” said Tom Brokaw
last night by way of offering historical

perspective. “Incredibly [the Jewish

population’s} destruction took prece-
dence over Germany’s war efforts.
Trains that could have been used to
take supplies to [war zones| were d1-
verted to death camps.”

Among others who joined in. the
commemoration were actors Lorne
Greene, Michael Moriarty and Mi-
chael York. .

“It is virtually impossible to grasp
the enormous amount of suffermg
felt by victims and survivors,” said
President Reagan in a letter read by
Marshail J. Breger, the special assist-
ant to the president for public liaison.
Reagan, who called the Holocaust
“the ultimate horror,” noted in his
letter that it was only his trip to
China that prevented him from ad-

dressing the U.S, Holocaust Memo-
rial Council this year as he has done
in previous years.

The music was often surprlsmg
and moving. The Howard University
Choir sang the spiritual “Pve Been
Buked.” There was even music from
enclaves of musicians in concentra-
tion camps and ghettos—performed
by the Giora Feidman trio, .it was
plaintive but soft, understated yet
full of emotion.

There was Ernest Bloch’s Concerto
Grosso performed by the American
Symphony Orchestra and Israeli pi-
anist Ilana Vered. There was Metro-
politan Opera baritone Sherrill Mil-
nes singing from Mendelssohn’s “Eli-

jah.)l

But mainly there were words, mov-
ing, often emotional passages read
from diaries and letters of those who
suffered through the ghettos and con-
centration camps. Moriarty read from
the diary of Itshok Rudashevski, of
the Vilna ghetto, who commented on
the edict that all Jews must wear yel-
low badges: “I was ashamed of what
they were doing to us. I was ashamed
of our helplessness. We will be hung
head to foot with badges and there’s
nothing we can do. Now we wear the
badges. They touch our coats but not
our consciences ... but those who
hung them on us feel shame.”
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University of Southern California (B.A,,
1962) and Harvard Law School (J.D., 1965).
He is married, has two sons, and resides in
Arlington, Va. He was born July 31, 1940, in
Dayton, Ohio.

Federal Maritime Commission

Nomination of Robert Setrakian To Be a
Commissioner. April 11, 19583

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Robert Setrakian to be a
Commissioner of- the Federal Maritime
Commission for the term expiring June 30,
1987. He would succeed Richard J. Dasch-
bach.

Mr. Setrakian is president, part owner,
and director of the Mid-State Horticultural
Co., Inc., in San Francisco, Calif. He also
serves as a director of First Nationwide Sav-
ings and as a member of the American Soci-
ety of Enologists. He was chairman and
chief executive officer of California Grow-
ers Winery, Inc., in 1971-1982; director of
Air West in 1965-1970; founder and chair-
man of the board of the National Bank of
Agriculture in 1963-1968; director of Pacif-
ic Air Lines in 1962-1965; and president
and director of Coastwise Steamship Line in
1959-1962.

He graduated from Stanford University
(B.A., 1949). He has four children and re-
sides in San Francisco, Calif. He was born
January 21, 1924, in Fresno, Calif.

)

Nati#nal Arthritis Month, 1983

Proc;famation 5047. April 11, 1983
i

B fthe President of the United States
of|America

A Proclamation

rthritis, the oldest known group of
chronic diseases, is still the Nation’s greatest
crippler. At least 35 million Americans—
about one in seven—have some form of
arthritis. !

\

Admimstranon 0f NUBUIU NEugu s, 5000 ; capr. o

The total cost of arthritis must be count- . . in the American Gathering of Jewish Holo-

ed not only in terms of socioeconomic
losses, but also in terms of human suffering
and disability. Uncontrolled arthritis has
major negative social, psychological, and
economic impacts not only on the patients
who suffer from arthritis, but also on their
families and on our society in general.

We have learned a great deal through
research, but as yet these disorders are not
fully understood and are not adequately
controllable. We must meet the critical
need for new research ideas and productive
research studies upon which advances in
the area of arthritis treatment and preven-
tion can be based. Our goal continues to be
the eventual elimination of arthritis as a
cause of human suffering and economic
burden to our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, in
accordance with Senate Joint Resolution 32,
do hereby proclaim the month of May 1983
as National Arthritis Month. 1 urge the
people of the United States and educational,
philanthropic, scientific, medical and health
care organizations, and professionals to sup-
port appropriate efforts to discover the
causes and cures of all forms of arthritis and
to alleviate the suffering of victims of these
disorders.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventh.

Ronald Reagan

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis-
ter, 10:30 a.m., April 12, 1983}

American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors

Remarks at the Opening Assembly of the 4-
Day Observance. April 11, 1983

President Meed, Chairman Wl'eselz the other
distinguished leaders of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council, participants

[

caust Survivors, members of the second gen-
eration, friends, survivors:

Tonight we stand together to give thanks
to America for providing freedom and liber-
ty and, for many here tonight, a second
home and a second life.

The opportunity to join with you this eve-
ning as a representative of the people of
the United States will be for me a cherished
memory. 1 am proud to accept your thanks
on behalf of our fellow Americans and also
to express our gratitude to you for choosing
America, for being the good citizens thdt
you are, and for reminding us of how im-
portant it is to remain true to our ideals as
individuals and as a nation.

We are here, first and foremost, to re-
member. These are the days of remem-
brance, Yom Hashoah. Ours is the only
nation other than Israel that marks this
time with an official national observance.
For the last 2 years I've had the privilege of
participating personally in the Days of Re-
membrance commemoration, as President
Carter did before me. May we take a
moment to pause and contemplate, perhaps
in silent prayer, the magnitude of this occa-
sion, the millions of lives, the courage and
dignity, the malevolence and hatred, and
what it all means to our lives and the deci-
sions that we make more than a generation
later.

Would you please join me and stand in a
tribute to those who are not with us for a
moment of silence.

[At this point, the audience stood for a
moment of silent prayer.)

Amen.

In the early days of our country, our first
President, George Washington, visited a
Hebrew congregation in Newport, Rhode
Island. In response to their address, he
wrote them a now rather famous letter re-
flecting on the meaning of America’s newly
won freedom. He wrote, “All possess alike
liberty of conscience and immunities of citi-
zenship. For happily the Government of
the United States, which gives to bigotry no
sanction, to persecution no assistance, re-

+ quires only that they who live under its

protection should demean themselves as
good citizens.”

Well, certainly our country doesn’t have a
spotless record, but our fundamental beliefs,
the ones that inspired Washington when he
penned ?‘mt letter, are sound. Our whole
way of life is based on a compact between
good and decent people, a voluntary agree-
ment to live here together in freedom, re-
specting the rights of others and expecting
that our rights in return will be respected.

But the freedom we enjoy carries with it
a tremendous responsibility. You, the survi-
vors of the Holocaust, remind us of that.
Good and decent people must not close
their eyes to evil, must not ignore the suf-
fering of the innocent, and must never
remain silent and inactive in times of moral
crisis.

A generation ago, the American people
felt like many others in the Western
World——that they could simply ignore the
expanding power of a totalitarian ideology.
Looking back now, we must admit that the
warning signs were there, that the world
refused to see. The words and ideology of
the Nazis were rationalized, explained away
as if they had no meaning. Violations of
religious freedom, the attacks on Jewish
property, the censorship, the heavy taxes
imposed on those who wished to emigrate,
even the first concentration camps—all this
ignored, as was the incredible expansion of
Germany’s war machine.

A few brave voices tried to warn of the
danger. Winston Churchill was driven into
the political wilderness for speaking the un-
pleasant truth. There were also thiose who
in their sincere desire for peace were all
too ready to give totalitarians every benefit
of the doubt and all too quick to label
Churchill a warmonger. Well, time has
proven that those who gloss over the brutal-
ity of tyrants are no friends of peace or
freedom.

Tonight, let us pledge that we will never
shut our eyes, never refuse to acknowledge
the truth, no matter how unpleasant. If
nothing else, the painful memory we share
should strengthen our resolve to do this.
Our Founding Fathers believed in certain
self-evident truths, but for truth to prevail
we must have the courage to proclaim it.

Last week we reaffirmed our belief in the
most meaningful truths of our Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage—Passover and Easter. These

=71
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University of Southern California (B.A,,
1962) and Harvard Law School (J.D., 1965).
He is married, has two sons, and resides in
Arlington, Va. He was born July 31, 1940, in
Dayton, Ohio.

Federal Maritime Commission

Nomination of Robert Setrakian To Be a
Commissioner. April 11, 1983

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Robert Setrakian to be a
Commissioner of~ the Federal Maritime
Commission for the term expiring June 30,
1987. He would succeed Richard J. Dasch-
bach.

Mr. Setrakian is president, part owner,
and director of the Mid-State Horticultural
Co., Inc., in San Francisco, Calif. He also
serves as a director of First Nationwide Sav-
ings and as a member of the American Soci-
‘ety of Enologists. He was chairman and
chief executive officer of California Grow-
ers Winery, Inc., in 1971-1982; director of
Air West in 1965-1970; founder and chair-
man of the board of the National Bank of
Agriculture in 1963-1968; director of Pacif-
ic Air Lines in 1962-1965; and president
and director of Coastwise Steamship Line in
1959-1962.

He graduated from Stanford University
(B.A., 1949). He has four children and re-
sides in San Francisco, Calif. He was born
January 21, 1924, in Fresno, Calif.

National Arthritis Month, 1983

Proclamation 5047. April 11, 1983

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Arthritis, the oldest known group of
chronic diseases, is still the Nation’s greatest
crippler. At least 35 million Americans—
about one in seven—have some form of
arthritis.

Administration of Ronald Keagan, 1955 / Apr. 11

The total cost of arthritis must be count- . ‘ in the American Gathering of Jewish Holo-

ed not only in terms of socioeconomic
losses, but also in terms of human suffering
and disability. Uncontrolled arthritis has
major negative social, psychological, and
economic impacts not only on the patients
who suffer from arthritis, but also on their
families and on our society in general.

We have learned a great deal through
research, but as yet these disorders are not
fully understood and are not adequately
controllable. We must meet the critical
need for new research ideas and productive
research studies upon which advances in
the area of arthritis treatment and preven-
tion can be based. Our goal continues to be
the eventual elimination of arthritis as a
cause of human suffering and economic
burden to our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, in
accordance with Senate Joint Resolution 32,
do hereby proclaim the month of May 1983
as National Arthritis Month. I urge the
people of the United States and educational,
philanthropic, scientific, medical and health
care organizations, and professionals to sup-
port appropriate efforts to discover the
causes and cures of all forms of arthritis and
to alleviate the suffering of victims of these
disorders.

In Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventh.

Ronald Reagan

{Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis-
ter, 10:30 a.m., April 12, 1953]

American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors

Remarks at the Opening Assembly of the 4-
Day Observance. April 11, 1953

1!"'
President Meed, Chairman Wiesel, the other | K

distinguished leaders of the Um’ted .States
Holocaust Memorial Council, participants

caust Survivors, members of the second gen-
eration, friends, survivors:

Tonight we stand together to give thanks
to America for providing freedom and liber-
ty and, for many here tonight, a second
home and a second life.

The opportunity to join with you this eve-
ning as a representative of the people of
the United States will be for me a cherished
memory. I am proud to accept your thanks
on behalf of our fellow Americans and also
to express our gratitude to you for choosing
America, for being the good citizens thdt
you are, and for reminding us of how im-
portant it is to remain true to our ideals as
individuals and as a nation.

We are here, first and foremost, to re-
member. These are the days of remem-
brance, Yom Hashoah. Ours is the only
nation other than Israel that marks this
time with an official national observance.
For the last 2 years I've had the privilege of
participating personally in the Days of Re-
membrance commemoration, as President
Carter did before me. May we take a
moment to pause and contemplate, perhaps
in silent prayer, the magnitude of this occa-
sion, the millions of lives, the courage and
dignity, the malevolence and hatred, and
what it all means to our lives and the deci-
sions that we make more than a generation
later.

Would you please join me and stand in a
tribute to those who are not with us for a
moment of silence.

[At this point, the audience stood for a
moment of silent prayer.]

Amen.

In the early days of our country, our first
President, George Washington, visited a
Hebrew congregation in Newport, Rhode
Island. In response to their address, he
wrote them a now rather famous letter re-
flecting on the meaning of America’s newly
won freedom. He wrote, “All possess alike
liberty of conscience and immunities of citi-
zenship. For happily the Government of
the United States, which gives to bigotry no
sanction, to persecution no assistance, re-

+ quires only that they who live under its

protection should demean themselves as
good citizens.”

Well, certainly our country doesn’t have a
spotless record, but our fundamental beliefs,
the ones that inspired Washington when he
penned that letter, are sound. Our whole
way of life is based on a compact between
good and decent people, a voluntary agree-
ment to live here together in freedom, re-
specting the rights of others and expecting
that our rights in return will be respected.

But the freedom we enjoy carries with it
a tremendous responsibility. You, the survi-
vors of the Holocaust, remind us of that.
Good and decent people must not close
their eyes to evil, must not ignore the suf-
fering of the innocent, and must never
remain silent and inactive in times of moral
Crisis.

A generation ago, the American people
felt like many others in the Western
World—that they could simply ignore the
expanding power of a totalitarian ideology.
Looking back now, we must admit that the
warning signs were there, that the world
refused to see. The words and ideology of
the Nazis were rationalized, explained away
as if they had no meaning. Violations of
religious freedom, the attacks on Jewish
property, the censorship, the heavy taxes
imposed on those who wished to emigrate,
even the first concentration camps—all this
ignored, as was the incredible expansion of
Germany’s war machine.

A few brave voices tried to warn of the
danger. Winston Churchill was driven into
the political wilderness for speaking the un-
pleasant truth. There were also those who
in their sincere desire for peace were all
too ready to give totalitarians every benefit
of the doubt and all too quick to label
Churchill a warmonger. Well, time has
proven that those who gloss over the brutal-
ity of tyrants are no friends of peace or
freedom.

Tonight, let us pledge that we will never
shut our eyes, never refuse to acknowledge
the truth, no matter how unpleasant. If
nothing else, the painful memory we share
should strengthen our resolve to do this.
Our Founding Fathers believed in certain
self-evident truths, but for truth to prevail
we must have the courage to proclaim it.

Last week we reaffirmed our belief in the
most meaningful truths of our Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage—Passover and Easter. These
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two religious observances link our faiths
and celebrate the liberation of the body and
soul. The rites of Passover remind us of the
freeing of our common ancestors from the
yoke of Pharoah’s bondage and their exodus
to freedom. And today, you bear witness to
a modern-day exodus from the darkness of
unspeakable horror to the light and refuge
of safe havens—the two most important
being America and what soon became the
State of Israel.

As a man whose heart is with you and as
President of a people you are now so much
a part of, I promise you that the security of
your safe haven here and in Israel will
never be compromised. Our most sacred
task now is ensuring that the memory of
this greatest of human tragedies, the Holo-
caust, never fades; that its lessons are not
forgotten.

Although so much has been written and
said, words somehow are never enough. If a
young person, the son or daughter of a
neighbor or friend should die or suffer a
terrible illness, we feel the sorrow and
-share the pain. But how can we share the
agony of a million young people suffering
unspeakable deaths? It’s almost too great a
burden for the human soul. Indeed, its very
enormity may make it seem unreal. Simon
Weisenthal has said, “When a hundred
people die, it’s a catastrophe. When a mil-
lion people die, it’s just a statistic.”

We must see to it that the immeasurable
pain of the Holocaust is not dehumanized,
that it is not examined clinically and dispas-
sionately, that its significance is not lost on
this generation 'or any future generation.
Though it is now a dry scar, we cannot let
the bleeding wound be forgotten. Only
when it is personalized will it be real
enough to play a role in the decisions we
make. Those victims who cannot be with us
today do a vital service to mankind by
being remembered. But we must be their
vessel of remembrance. This reunion is part
of our duty to them.

Ben Meed, by serving as the catalyst for
this historic event, you exemplify the mean-
ing of good citizenship. America is lucky to
have you. Elie Wiesel, you have done so
much for so many years now, for all you've
done, thank you for your noble effort.

Americans can be proud that with the
help of these two men and many others,

we’re moving forward to build a Holocaust
Memorial, a living museum here in the Na-
tion’s Capital. And it is being financed, as is
this gathering, by voluntary contributions
by Jews and Gentiles, by citizens from
every walk of life, of every race and creed,
who grasp the importance to our soul and

[t-o our well-being of seeing, of understand_—j

ing, and of remembering.

Imparting the message of the Holocaust,
using it to reinforce the moral fiber of our
society is much more than a Jewish respon-
sibility. It rests upon all of us who, not im-
mobilized by cynicism and negativism, be-
lieve that mankind is capable of greater
goodness. For just as the genocide of the
Holocaust debased civilization, the outcome
of the struggle against those who ran the
camps and committed the atrocities gives us
hope that the brighter side of the human
spirit will, in the end, triumph.

During the dark days when terror
reigned on the continent of Europe, there
were quiet heroes, men and women whose
moral fiber held firm. Some of those are
called “‘righteous Gentiles.” At this solemn
time, we remember them also.

Alexander Rozlan and his wife, for exam-
ple, now live in Clearwater, Florida. But
during the war, they lived in Poland, and
they hid three Jewish children in their
home for more than 4 years. They knew the
terrible risk they were taking. Once, when
German soldiers searched their home, the
Rozlans kept serving wine and whiskey
until the troops were so drunk they forgot
what they were looking for. Later, Rozlan’s
own son was in the hospital with scarlet
fever. The boy hid half of the medicine
under his pillow so he could give it to the
Jewish children his family were hiding, be-
cause they, too, had scarlet fever.

There are many such stories. The pictur-
esque town of Assisi, Italy, sheltered and
protected 300 Jews. Father Rufino Niccacci
organized the effort, hiding people in his
monastery and in the homes of parishoners.
A slip of the tongue by a single informant
could have condemned the entire village to
the camps, yet they did not yield.

And, of course, there was Raoul Wallen-
berg, one of the moral giants of our time,
whose courage saved thousands. He could
have remained in his native Sweden, safe
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from the conflagration that engulfed the
continent. He chose to follow his con-
science. Yes, we remember him, too.

1 would affirm, as President of the United
States and, if you would permit me, in the
names of the survivors, that if those who
took him from Budapest would win our
trust, let them start by giving us an ac-
counting of Raoul Wallenberg. Wallenberg
and others who displayed such bravery did
not consider themselves heroes. 1 under-
stand that some of them, when asked about
why they risked so much, often for com-
plete strangers, replied, “It was the right
thing to do.” And that was that. It was just
their way.

That kind of moral character, unfortu-
nately, was thé exception and not the rule.
But for that very reason, its a consciousness
we must foster.

Earlier, I described our country as a com-
pact between good and decent people. 1
believe this, because it is the love of free-
dom, not nationalistic rituals and symbols,
that unites us. And because of this, we are
also bound in spirit to all those who yearn
to be free and to live without fear. We are
the keepers of the flame of liberty.

1 understand that in Hebrew, the word
for “engraved” is charut. It is very similar
to the word for “freedom,” cheyrut. To-
night, we recognize that for freedom to sur-
vive and prosper it must be engraved in
our character, so that when confronted with
fundamental choices we will do what is
right—because that is our way.

Looking around this room tonight I real-
ize that although we come from many
lands, we share a wealth of common experi-
ences. Many of us remember the time
before the Second World War. How we and
our friends reacted to certain events has
not faded from our memory. There are also
in this room many young people, sons and
daughters, maybe even a few grandchil-
dren. Perhaps some of the younger ones
can’t understand why we’re making so
much of a fuss. Perhaps some of them think
we're too absorbed by the heartaches of the
past and should move on.

Well, what we do tonight is not for us; it’s
for them. We who are old enough to re-
member must make certain those who take
our place understand. So, if a youngster
should ask you why you're here, just tell

that young person, “because I love God,
because I love my country, because I love
you, Zac{wr."

I can’t! close without remembering some-
thing else. Some years ago, I was sent on a
mission to Denmark. And while there, I
heard stories of the war. And I heard how
the order had gone out for the Danish
people, under the Nazi occupation, to iden-
tify the Jews among them. And the next
day, every Dane appeared on the street
wearing a Star of David.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at approximately
8:36 p.m. at the Capital Centre in Land-
over, Md., following an introduction by
Benjamin Meed, president of the American
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors.
The President was greeted on his arrival at
the Capital Centre by Elie Wiesel, Chair-
man of the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Council.

Direct Communication Links Between
the United States and the Soviet Union

Statement on a Report of the Secretary of
Defense. April 12, 1983

I am pleased to note the completion of
the report of the Secretary of Defense on
Direct Communication Links and Other
Measures to Enhance Stability. I believe
that the proposals in this report, which was
prepared in accordance with Public Law
97-252, are fully consistent with our goal of
reducing the risk of nuclear war.

The Department of Defense report rec-
ommends a number of new measures. Of
special note are those measures proposed to
improve communications and build confi-
dence between the United States and the
Soviet Union. They include: addition of a
high-speed facsimile capability to the Direct
Communications Link (Hotline), which
would permit the transmission of full pages
of text and maps and graphs; the establish-
ment of a Joint Military Communications
Link, which would be a high-speed fac-
simile link between the U.S. National Mili-
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DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE
Yom Hashoah

April 30, 1981

Rose Garden
The White House

‘Welcoming Remarks The Honorable Jacob Stein
Special Advisor to the White House

Remarks The Honorable John C. Danforth
United States Senator (Missouri)

Entrance of the President of the United States

Address The Honorable Elie Wiesel
Chairman,
United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Address President Ronald Reagan

Candle Lighting Ceremony The Honorable Sidney R. Yates
United States Congressman (Itlinois)

Participating Survivors

Sicmunp StrROCHLITZ
Sor GoLpsTEIN
MirLes LErmMaN
Bexsamin MEeep

Hapassan RosensarT

Sicet WiLzic

Evrt Zsorowsxki

EIl Moleh Rachamim The Henorable Isaac Goodlriend
Cantor, Ahavath Achim Congregation
Atlanta, Georgia

Kaddish The Honorable Alfred Gottschalk
President, Hebrew Union Co”ege
¢ Cincinnati, Ohio
Conc[uding Remarks The Honorable Monroe H. Freedman
Director,

United States Holocaust Memorial Council
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May 15, 1981

Dear Mr. Wiesel:

I was very pleased to meet with you, Mrs. Wiesel,
and the other members of the American Jewish
Community at the White House. The annual "Days
of Remembrance" serves as our national reminder

of the Nazi Holocaust, one of the greatest threats
to human liberty in all of history. I appreciated
having you and your colleagues join me on this
solemn occasion.

You were very kind to bring Mrs. Reagan and me the
inscribed copy of your biography, A Jew Today. We
appreciate this thoughtful gift and look forward
to sharing in your experiences.

With our warm best wishes to you, Mrs. Wiesel,
and your associates on the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council,

Sincerely,

The Honorable and Mrs. Elie Wiesel
Suite 832

425 13th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20004
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ORAFT /Date  Aug. 17, 81

z

RR/ CMF / LLAJD / L

(Drafter) (Revl I) (Re‘v.II)

AVH/ /
(Drafter) (Rev. I)

Dear Mr, Wiesel:

SPECIAL INSTRUCTI1ONS:

Enclosures:
(Type LABEL)

Other:

Nancy and I were particularly pleased by your thoughtfulness in sending us the

original silkscreen by Lou Stovall, following the "Days of Remembrance'

ceremony at - the White House, @ We want you to know that we shall keep this

artist's proof as a meaningful reminder of the value of liberty which your

special remembrance represents.

With our best wishes, Ao vbo\.«.— PO\ V\I\,\&\ . S,c_«\ ', ,

Sincerely,
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Wnited States Bepartment of Justice

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
CRIMINAL DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

APRIL 1 1983

Mr. Elie Wiesel

Chairman '

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council
425-13th Street, N.W.

Suite 832

Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in reply to your telegram of March 14 concerning
Klaus Barbie.

On March 14, 1983, the Attorney General announced that
the Department of Justice would undertake an investigation
into the relationship between Klaus Barbie and the United
State government from 1945 to the present. This investigation
will be conducted by Allan A. Ryan, Jr., Director of the Office
of Special Investigations, who has been appointed my Special
Assistant for this purpose. Mr. Ryan has said that he hopes
to complete the investigation within 60 to 90 days.

We appreciate your interest and conern in this matter.

Sincerely,

146-2-47-KB .
DLJ :MR:AARyan:bb:jmp _— 11 j

. Lowe ensen
T.3/29/83, Ret: 3/31/83 Assistant Attorney General

4 Criminal Division
Records ‘

Mr. Jensen
Mr. Richard
Mr. Ryan
Mr. Gittens
OSI Chron
OLA
_~Exec. Secretariat (2)
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CHAIRMAN
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TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.
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February 17, 1983

Dear Mr. Wiesel:

My birthday celebration was considerably.
brightened by your thoughtful remembrance --
thank you! I am delighted to have your
friendship and goodwill.

Nancy joins me in sending our warm best
wishes.

With appreciation,

Sincerely,

SRBIE ;
NALD PESGAY
_Mr. Elie Wiesel
Chairman

United States Holocaust
Memorial Council

Suite 832

425 13th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20004
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MAY THIS BE THE HAPPIEST BIRTHDAY FOR YOU,
BRIGHTEST EVER
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WASHINGTON DC 22224 E
NNNN .
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM :

" §/s . B407332

Date April 3, 1984
For: Mr. Robert C, McFarlane B
: National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Reagan From: Elie Wiesel

Date: March 5 Subject: Suggestion for President's

Talks with Chancellor Kohl

WH Referral Dated: March 10 NSC 1p# 203713
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe nc response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no okbjection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

Charles Hill
. Executive Secretary
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 3, 1984

The Honorable Elie Wiesel

Chairman, United States Holocaust Memorial Council
425 Thirteenth Street, N.W., Suite 832

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Wiesel:

I have been asked to reply to your telegram to President
Reagan of March 5, requesting that he discuss with Chancellor
Kohl of the Federal Republic of Germany the issue of possible
legal sanctions in the FRG against those who deny publicly that
the Holocaust occurred. Unfortunately, your message was
received after the President and the Chancellor met on March 5.

Claims that the Holocaust did not take place are of course
breathtaking in their disregard for historical fact. I do not
regard such claims as helpful to the understanding of
contemporary history in either the United States or the Federal
Republic, but as far as I am aware, there is no law in the
Federal Republic which makes such claims a crime. Whether one
should exist is a matter, of course, for the West Germans
themselves to decide. I have asked our Embassy in Bonn,
however, to follow developments in this regarg.

Sincerely yours,

/51

John C. Kornblum
Director, Office of
Central European Affairs
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SUBJECT: SUGGESTION FOR THE PRESIDENT'S TALKS WITH
CHANCELLOR HELMUT KOHL
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RCVDATE = 840312
RECID = 210658
STATE = DC
UPDATE =
Z1P = 20071
OPID cs
DOCDATE 840306
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA L
NAME MR. LOU CANNON
PSAL LOU
ORG THE WASHINGTON POST
ADDR WASHINGTON DC 20071
STREET 1150 15TH STREET, NW

SUBJECT ATTACHED IS MY REMARKS TO THE HOLOCAUST

C— CEREMONY IN 1981

SUBCODE  SP
FG352 PU BE003-04 HUOQ013-60

INDCODE 4620

ACTION RM DSP 840308 CP3 A 840306

COMMENTS HAND DELIVERED TO MR. CANNON IN MR. DARMAN 'S
OFFICE ON MAR 8 84

END OF DOCUMENT



106870 DOCUMENT = 8 OF 27
ACTDATE = 821103
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 821103
DOCDATE = 820312
DSPDATE = 821103
NAME = CAVANEY
RCVDATE = 821103
RECID = 106870
STATE = DC
UPDATE =
Z1P = 20500
OPID DD
DOCDATE 820312
RECTYP HBA
MEDIA 0]
STAFF ELIZABETH DOLE
PLDOLE
NAME MR." RED CAVANEY
ORG THE WHITE HOUSE
ADDR WASHINGTON DC 20500
SUBJECT RECOMMENDED FRIDAY TELEPHONE CALL TO CALL
MR. ELIE WIESEL, CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDENT 'S
COMMISSION ON THE HOLOCAUST
SUBCODE FG006-01
FG352
INDCODE 1110
ACTION RM RSZ 821103 C 821103

END OF DOCUMENT



041350 DOCUMENT = 7 OF 11
ACTDATE = 810929
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 811005
DOCDATE = 810929
DSPDATE = 810929
NAME = FREEDMAN
RCVDATE = 811005
RECID = 041350
STATE = DC
UPDATE = 811006
ZIP = 20004
OPID TR
DOCDATE 810929
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA L
NAME MR. MONROE H. FREEDMAN
ORG U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL
ADDR WASHINGTON DC 20004
STREET SUITE 832
425 13TH STREET, NW
SUBJECT MESSAGE FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
LIBERATORS
SUBCODE = ME002
FG352
INDCODE 1140 ~ )
ACTION RM RSZ 810929.CP2A)A 810929
COMMENTS ORIGINAL RETURNED TO DODIE LIVINGSTON FOR

DISPATCH

END OF DOCUMENT



023649 DOCUMENT = 6 OF 11

ACTDATE = 810501
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 810512
OCDATE = 810501
DSPDATE = 810501
NAME = MEED
RCVDATE = 810512
RECID = 023649
STATE = NY
UPDATE = 810630
ZIP = 10001
OPID LD
DOCDATE 810501
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA L
NAME MR. BENJAMIN MEED
TITLE PRESIDENT
ORG WARSAW GHETTO RESISTANCE
ORGANIZATION
ADDR NEW YORK NY 10001
STREET 122 WEST 30TH STREET
SUBJECT  38TH ANNUAL OBSERVANCE OF THE WARSAW GHETTO
UPRISING

SUBCODE  ME002 -
NDO16 HUO030 C0126 FG038 PP010-02'FG352i>
INDCODE 4400 4800
ACTION RM DSP 810501 CP2A A 810501
COMMENTS LETTER TO ALL THOSE PRESENT AT THIS 38TH
ANNUAL OBSERVANCE OF THE WARSAW GHETTO
UPRISING
SEE ID 021069 {

_./

END OF DOCUMENT



131426 DOCUMENT = 4 OF 11
ACTDATE = 830331
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 830331
DOCDATE = 830321
6555%%% = 830321
NAME =
RCVDATE = 830331
RECID = 131426
STATE =
UPDATE =
ZIP =
OPID %7
DOCDATE 830321
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA L
ADDR XX XXX
SUBJECT MESSAGE - GREETINGS TO ALL THOSE ATTENDING
THE AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS
MICHAEIL GALE
LARRY GOLDBERG
SUBCODE MEQOO2
NDO16 HUO030 RMO032 HU013-60 FG352
INDCODE 4800
ACTION RM RSZ 830331 CP0O A 830321

END OF DOCUMENT




125861 DOCUMENT = 3 OF 11

ACTDATE = 830302
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 830302
DOCDATE = 830217
DSPDATE = 830217
NAME = WIESEL
RCVDATE = 830302 L
RECID = 125861
STATE = DC
UPDATE =
Z1P = 20004
OPID LD
DOCDATE 830217
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA L
NAME MR. ELIE WIESEL
TITLE CHAIRMAN
ORG UNITED STKES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
COUNCIL
ADDR WASHINGTON DC 20004
STREET SUITE 832

425 13TH STREET, NW
SUBJECT MY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION WAS CONSIDERABLY

_— BRIGHTENED BY YOUR THOUGHTFUL REMEMBRANCE --
THANK YOU

SUBCODE PP010-01
FG352

INDCODE 1140

ACTION RM RSZ 830302 CP2 A 830217

END OF DOCUMENT




