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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 1, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WENDELL L. WILLKIE /-Y;; 71-~ 

Chester Kongslie's Correspondence 
Concerning Photograph of the President 
Appearing in Rajneesh Times 

Chester Kongslie, an Oregon resident, has written the White House 
on several occasions concerning various issues, including his 
concern that the Oregon city of Rajneeshpuram, founded by 
followers of the Indian "fref;'. sex" guru, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, 
violates the Constitutional separation of church and state. 
Kongslie recently ordered a subscription to the Raineesh Times 
for the President, in order to keep the White House informed of 
the cult's activities. Kongslie's initiative resulted in the 
attached picture of the President appearing in the April 1 issue 
of that paper. 

The Rajneeshese, according to news accounts, own the 64,000 acre 
Big Muddy Ranch where John Wayne once made movies. They are now 
establishing a colony there, governed by the Bhagwan (who driv~s 7

-

30 Rolls Royces and never speaks}. The Rajneeshese have been 
embroiled in substantial litigation with the State of Oregon as 
to the legality of the municipal incorporation of Rajneeshpurarn 
as well as other matters. 

Their reconstructed photograph of the President, which shows him 
reading the Rajneesh Times and holding a chimpanzee, may have 
been taken from Bedtime for Bonzo. In any event, the photograph 
was obviously taken long ago; there could b~ little doubt in the 
mind of any observer that the picture is a hoax. This is 
especially true as it appears in an April Fool's Day issue along 
with other stories which are clear hoaxes, including one 
reporting the "panic-stricken flight" from Oregon of the State's 
"bigots", including Governor Vic Atiyeh, Senator Mark Hatfield 
and Federal immigration authorities. 

It seems clear that no purpose would be served by any correspondence 
requesting the Rajneeshese to discontinue (if indeed they have 
continued) use of the President's likeness in any manner 
suggesting endorsement of their newspaper. Given the radical, 
unorthodox and rather outlandish nature of this group, any such 
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request would probably be treated in a frivolhus manner and might 
in fact prompt further use of the photograph) Accordingly, I 
would recommend that we simply file this matter without further 
action. 

Nor would I respond to Kongslie. It appears he already mistakenly 
presumes a special relationship with the White House based on 
previous correspondence. He shouldn't be further encouraged to 
believe he is a White House agent operating in the Oregon desert. 
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request would probably be treated in a frivolous manner and might 
in fact prompt further use of the photograph. Accordingly, l 
would recommend that we simply file this matter without further 
action. 

Nor would I respond to Kongslie. It appears he already mistakenly 
presumes a special relationship with the White House based on 
previous correspondence. He shouldn't be further encouraged to 
believe he is a White House agent operating in the Oregon desert. 
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Glove Boutique 
opens its doors 

See pageA3 
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The world's best newspaper In the world's best city . Positive Journalism direct from the source Weekly 25' (SO- out of Oregon) 

World's first nude marathon 
from The Dalles to Madras 

They're off! 
But, before they go, the 

.00 marathon fi'rt:fc~ on 
the gruelling6-mile: .course 
from The Dalles to Madras, will 
h a.ve to take it all off, down to 
shoes and sun·visors. At 
exactly 6 a.m. on Sunday, April 
8, they'll set off on the First 
Annual World Nude Marathon, 
sponsored liytne Rijneesh· 
puram Neo·Athletic Club. 

Swami Anand Sequitur, co· 
coordinator of the club, said at 
least 100,000 people would be 
lining up along the course and a 
lot more would be thinking 
about it. Participants, from 
ages 10 to 80, are coming in 
from all over the west coast and 
parts of Kansas City. 

Granny Rubenstein, from 
Hood River, said she had been 
running in the all-together, in 
the snow and rain, ever since 
she was Httle, but mostly at 

General Dave Frohnmayer 
declared that "I have always 
been:-·mthletic supporter.. in 
any shape or form.'' 

Governor Vic Atiyeh reluc· 
tantly admitted that the event 
would probably bring in mil· 
lions of dollars to the ailing 
Oregon economy, 

Of course, there was some 
criticism. One Central Oregon 
rancher who asked to remain 
nameless said it was a slap in 
the face for the way " things 
have always been done in ttiese 
p,arts". Another rancher said, 
•1 don't care what they do, as · 

long as they don't scare the 
horses." 

Local gossip groups have 
been speculating freely on 
what's going to happen when 
people get too friendly jockey
ing for position. Others won· 
dered if perhaps the hardships 
and distractions along the way 
would be insurmonntsi hfe 
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: The last stragglers of the Great Bigot Exodus of '8'4 are seen hurrying towards the bbrder; iust south of Klamath Falls 

>anic and _confUsipn reign 
ls bigots flee Oregon 
KLAMATH FALLS -
a scene rivaling the 
ic movies of Cecil B. 
Mille. vast numbers 
Oregon bigots were 
!n rushing south 
·ng Highway. 9t 
·e yesterday head".' 

for the California 
·der. 
~he panic-stricken . flight 

led by Governor Vic 
ah, Senator Mark 0. 
U>M An~ TT ~ 1m"J'i~ai;o" 

were instantly swept aside by a 
tidal wave of shouting people 
and racing vehicles. 

Reporters, rushing to the 
scene to find out why the bigots 
were fleeing the state, could get 
no coherent response from 
anyone. 

Cries of "String 'em up! " 
"You bet!" " Here they come!" 
and "Let's git out of here!" 
filled the air, but no one seemed 
willing or able to stop and talk. 

· Gov. Atiyeh, wearing a 
desperate smile beneath terror· 
filled eyes, lashed frantically at 
a team of mules drawing a 
w11vnn fi11At1 with sernnd·lnu~d 

ominously overhead. 
Grown men screamed aloud 

as lightning flashed and several 
reporters believed they saw 
demon·like figures dancing in 
the curtains of rain that 
descended on the throng. · 

Robert Krueger was seen 
bicycling furiously south, dis· 
guised as an old woman. 

It took more than six hours 
for the whole cavalcade to pass 
through Klamath Falls. Right 
at the rear Cam4t the familiar 
fiJ.l:lres of Wasco County Judge 
Bill Hulse, his attorney Wil 
Carey, and leaders of a well 
known land use watch~og 

to make sure every bigot gets 
out of here before it's too late! 

Carey, jumping up and 
down in the back of a pickup, 
kept rep,eating: .. Your honor, I 
ob1ect! ' 

Afterwards a profound si· 
lence descended on the whole of 
Oregon. Sunlight broke 
through the clouds and distant 
singing could later be heard 
from the direction of Rajneesh· 
puram. 

Ma Prem Sunshine, · a 
spokesperson for the Rajneesh· 
ee community, later confirmed 
a .rumor that a group of 
Ra1neeshees had been experi· 

. ~ .......... v ... .. .. 
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frankly acilQitted · that they Australian ·was in a bit of a 
preferred to ~'do it in the quandary. "If. it'" a close 

d " . . . f' . h . ·11 b th I k nu e . . .. :! ·::\ · .. , . 1n1s , 1t w1 e ra er a tr c y 
.In an~ unexp~c~d . show of : business to describe what they 

friendliness: .. State.~ Attorney ·" won by," he said. " · ·· 
. .. ' , I> .. • ' •• 

St~t~;AftO'·rh7~,:~~~er~ 1 • . · 
w1th~r9ws-his c~ase agam 
. SALEM ·:.... In what must other ··· cities there ' probably 
rank as the most unusual ~ress wouldn't be a sin!!:~ty in this 
conference in Oregon's pohtical state today," Fro ayer con· 
history, state Attorney General fessed . .. Nor would the state of 
Dave Frohnmayer told report· Oref.on itself exist." 
ers Wednesday that the City of 'Let's face it, Rajneesh· 
Rajneeshpuram is the most puram has proved itself to be 
legal city in the state. the most legal city in Oregon," 

Frohnmayer then proceed· he added. 
ed to eat his form.er opinion, There was a brief interrup· 
issued last fall, in which he had tion as Frohnmayer excused 
declared the city illegal. Gener· himself and walked hurriedly 
ous helpings of tomato ketchup to a nearby rest room. 
and mustard were needed as the Reporters waited patiently for 
Attorney General chewed up his return, -,vondering among 
his own words. themselves at the Attorney 

"It doesn't taste very good General's dramatic change of 
but it's the only way.I can show stance. 
how sorry I am," he told the "It's simply a question of 
press between mouthfuls of being able to sleep at night," 
soggy paper. Frohnmayer explained when 

After the plate had been the conference resumed. Big 
cleared, Frohnmayer, looking a tears were clearly visible on his 
litte pale but smiling bravely face. 

· for the TV cameras, admitted "Those crocodile tea.rs are 
he had been having nightmares really fake," said one skeptical 
about his attack on the City of reporter, as Marla Rae solici· 
Rajneeshpuram. tously offered a box of Kleenex 

"I realize that it was an to her boss. . 
!di~tic, ~eurotic and opportl!n· . "I. heard Frohnmayer gig· 
1st1c thmg to do anc;l I m gbng 1n the rest room that this 
thoroughly ashamed of my· is his new strategy to screw the 
self," he said. Rajneeshees and beat Norma 

•'The truth is that no city in · Paulus for ~overnor two years 
Oregon has been asked to fulfill from now, ' the journalist 
so many conditions as Raj· added. 
neeshpuram in order to be "Doesn't he know that 
recognized by the state," he unnatural acts are prohibited in 
explained. r.ublic?'' said another reporter. 

"Why, if we looked as 'He should be arrested, not 
:losely at the · incorporation of elected.'·' 

Bid ·to outlaw blue 



:D [ sne was utue, ou10 mosuy 1u. 11uu uu:n."~"'""uu. .... ,uus ""-w ,,,,,. .. J 

:H ~ , · . •1 ;,..:, _, __ --·-- ___ ,ouJd_b~1:p ~nµgu{\ttl~l~~·- -~· _ 

. . I . . . 
: The last stragglers of the Great Bigot Exodus of '84 are seen hu~rylng towards the border, just south of Klamath Falls· 

·, 

:>anic and ·con .. fUsion reign 
ls bigots flee Oregon 

t 

KLAMATH FALLS -
a scene rivaling the 
c movies of Cecil B. 
Mille, vast numbers 
:>regon bigots were 
•n rushing south 
ng Highway 9t 
e yesterday head· 
for the California 
~er. 

were instantly swept aside by a 
tidal wave of shouting people 
and racing vehicles. 

Reporters, rushing to the 
scene to find out why the bigots 
were fleeing the state, could get 
no coherent response from 
anyone. 

Cries of "String 'em up!" 
"You bet!" "Here they come!" 
and "Let's git out of here!" 
filled the air, but no one seemed 
willing or able to stop and talk. ,... . . . . . 

ominously overhead. 
Grown men screamed aloud 

as lightning flashed and several 
reporters believed they saw 
demon-like figures dancing in 
the curtains of rain that 
descended on the throng. · 

Robert Krueger was seen 
bicycling furiously south, dis· 
guised as an old woman. 

It took more than six hours 
for the whole cavalcade to pass 
through Klamath Falls. Right 
at the rear t'AmA thA fAmili .... 

to make sure every bigot gets 
out of here before it's too late! 

Carey, jumping up and 
down in the back of a pickup, 
kept repeating: "Your honor, I 
obJect!" 

Afterwards a profound si· 
lence descended on the whole of 
Oregon. Sunlight broke 
through the clouds and distant 
singing could later be heard 
from the direction of Rajneesh· 
puram. 

Ma Prem SunshinA · " 

r. o Snuu:e, a profes· Journalists, flying· in from 
sor of comparative anatomy at all over the world to cover the 
UCLA said; when surveyed, 98 event, were' generally enthu· 
percent ' of . the: respondents siastic and convivial. One 
frankly adOlitted : that they Australian was in a bit of a 
preferred to "do . it in the quandary. "If, it'll a close 
nude". ~~ . ; ";;,; ·~ ;.':./ .\'. , . . , · finish·, it will be rather a tricky 

. ln an'.~n.'lXPtt~~d . .',·sbQ~ · of : business to describe what they . 
. (r1endl~.~!~a:" 1 S~~~ :~~~rnet ,, won b?', '.' he ~aid. · . . 

Stdt~:;AtfOh1ey. G.ener~ 1 · 
with~rows . his · ~ase, again 

other · cities there probably 
wouldn't be a sin~::ty in this 
state today." Fro ayer con· 
fessed. "Nor would the state of 
Oref.On itself exist." 

SALEM ·:... In what must 
rank as the most unusual ~ress 
conference in Oregon's political 
history, state Attorney General 
Dave Frohiunayer told report· 
ers Wednesday that the City of 
Rajneeshpuram is the most 
legal city in the state. 

Frohnmayer then proceed· 
ed to eat his former opinion, 
issued last fall, in which he had 
declared the city illegal. Gener· 
ous helpings of tomato ketchup 
and mustard were needed as the 
Attorney General chewed up 
his own words. 

"It doesn't taste very good 
but it's the only way I can show 
how sorry I am," he told the 
press between mouthfuls of 
soggy paper. 

After the plate had been 
cleared, Frohnmayer, looking a 
litte pale but smiling bravely 

· for the TV cameras, admitted 
he had been having nightmares 
about his attack on the City of 
Rajneeshpuram. 

"I realize that it was an 
idiotic, neurotic and opportun
istic thing to do an~ I'm 
thoroughly ashamed of my· 
self," he said. 

"The truth is that no city in · 
Oregon has been asked to fulfill 
so many conditions as Raj· 
neeshpuram in order to be 
recognized by the state:' he 
explained. 

UUT\..H !& -- I • • 

'Let•s face it, Rajneesh· 
puram has proved itself to be 
the most legal city in Oregon," 
he added. 

There was a brief interrup· 
tion as Frohnmayer excused 
himself and walked hurriedly 
to a nearby rest room. 
Reporters waited patiently for 
his retum, wondering among 
themselves at the Attorney 
General's dramatic change of 
stance. 

"It's simply a question of 
being able to sleep at night," 
Frohnmayer explained when 
the conference resumed. Big 
tears were clearly visible on his 
face. 

"Those crocodile tears are 
really fake," said one skeptical 
reporter, as Marla Rae solici· 
tously offered a box of Kleenex 
to her boss. 

,.I heard Frohnmayer gi~
gling in the rest room that this 
is his new strategy to screw the 
Rajneeshees and beat Norma 
Paulus for ~ovemor two years 
from now, ' the journalist 
added. 

"Doesn't he know that 
unnatural acts are prohibited in 
public?,. said another r1>nn..t .... 
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01/ict of lht A11i11an1 Allornty Gtntfal 

Mr. Chester Kongslie 
P. o. Box 270 
Madras, Oregon 97741 

Dear Mr. Kongslie: 

U.S. Uepartm t of Justice 

Civil Rights Diyision 

kla1hini1on, D.C. 205]0 

Your letter of January 6, - 1984, to President Reagan has 
been referred to the Department of Justice. · In your correspon
dence you describe problems related to Rancho Rajneesh in 
Oregon. 

we have carefully reviewed your letter and its attachments 
and are unable to determine whether any violations of federal · 
civil rights statutes exist. I( you wish to furnish the Depart
ment with additional infoimat1on, we wil l-be happy to review the 
matter further. c 

Thank you for writing to express your concerns. 

--------- --------

"· Sincerely, 
, } c . (\ \ (· 
lJ A ':---~~~ ~ C' )( -..... ~\..~.., 

. Wm . Braaf ord Reynelds ~ 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

-~-··-··· .. ----- ....... _____ ........ . -

U.S. Department of Justice 
APPELLATE SECTI ON, CRT, RM. 5740 

9TH & PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W. 
Woshin1ton, DC 20$JO 

orrtc1a1 lkllincu 
Penally for Prl•1I• U1c SJOO 

/ 

Mr. Chester Kongslie 
P. o. Box 270 
Madras, Oregon 97741 

I I 1I11I111IIII1I1I11I111II11I1 I I 



Mr. Will iam Brar1ford Reynold.s, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
W~shin~ton, D.C. - 205JO 

Dear Mr. Reynolds1 

lt'adras, Oregon - 97?41 
Friday, April 6, 1984 

Your messa~e of March 27, 1984 lends encouragement. An aw~re
ness in Washin~ton is further ehhanced. 

The civil right of parties 
to a controversy is entitled to equal consideration and my brief des

--= C}:'i oti~n wi:ls offered, _mostly from an observer standpoint. 

. . 

Further information should come from those who are le~ally in
volved, hence I have contacted with a~ecies and concerned citizens 
where respective counsel may w~nt to communicate facts to your office 
and others by benefit of your assistance. 

The Ore~on State Attorney General, Wasco County Court, Citizens 
under duress, Con~res ~rran Bob Smith, Pacific Le~al Foundation, Ore~on 
Ma.~azine, Portland INS and possibly one or two others will have copy 
of your 3-27 letter and should make reference to it with any response• 
The JefferSh County Court will kePp low profile for the moment. 

The Followers of Bhagwan Shree will do their thing by way of the 
Rajneesh ~imes, as sent each week to the Whitehouse, (my nickel) - but 
to be extended in self interest after a mid-June expiration, accordin~ 
to rny su~~estion, by telephone - some moments a~o. In all likelt~ood, 
spiritual imtuition (psyche) may find them in access to the above !!!! 

I am ~rateful to Sally Kelley, Jim Stearns and others for making 
this tntroductton to y ur o . sstble. My continued comnunicatton 
will be in form of articles and news clippin~ - or, if you want we can 
continue a co~rospond~ncP.. 

Your kind response came as a pleasant surprise. It tells that the 
National Administration does keep touch. 

Respectfully, 

CHESTER KONGSLIE 

P.O. Box 270, Madras, Oreg;on - 97741.. .•• Phones (503) 475-29lH 
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July 17, 1984, Tuesday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Regional News 

DISTRIBUTION: Oregon 

LENGTH: 533 words 

HEADLINE: Judge: Rajneesh case stays in federal court 

BYLINE: By LINDA KILLIAN 

DATELINE: PORTLAND, Ore. 

KEYWORD: Guru 

BODY: 

PAGE 

U.S. District Judge Helen Frye on Tuesday turned down Oregon Attorney 
General Dave Frohnmayer's request to send his lawsuit challenging the 
incorporation of Rajneeshpuram back to state court. 

2 

It was the second time Judge Frye has ruled that the case belongs in federal 
and not state court. 

Frohnmayer's suit contends the central orpgon city founded by followers 9f 
Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh violates the constitutional separation of 
~nurcn and state. 

The state suit claims that because the city of Rajneeshpuram ts owned by a 
religious organization, it is not entitled to the state and federal funding that 
other cities receive. 

The lawsuit initially was filed in state court, but guru attor.neys succeeded 
in having the case moved to federal court and Judge Frye turned down 
Frohnmayer's first attempt to move it back to state court. 

After that ruling was made, the state dropped its original case and refiled a 
differently worded complaint naming not only Rajneeshpuram but Wasco County and 
Wasco County Sheriff Robert Brown as defendants. 

The new complaint said the county gave Rajneeshpuram municipal status and has 
been acting as if it is legally incorporated by not providing police and other 
services. 

Guru attorneys argued the county and sheriff were included as defendants only 
because they would oppose moving the case to federal court. Cases cannot be 
moved to federal court unless all defendants agree. 

Judge Frye turned down the state's second request to send the matter to state 
court, ruling Tuesday that Wasco County and its sheriff ''must be aligned with 
the state as plaintiffs'' because they have the same interests in the case as 
the state. 
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Judge Frye said the state's case deals with issues of federal law and should 
be heard by a federal court. 

Marla Rae, a spokesman for the Attorney General's Office, said the state had 
not yet seen the judge's ruling but added, '•our objective continues to be to 
have this matter tried as quickly as possible by the appropriate court.'' 

''We lost on this motion. We don't know now what our alternatives are. It was 
our position that a federal court could not grant the appropriate relief and 
that means a federal court does not have the jurisdiction to order a state to 
pay or not pay money,'' Ms. Rae said. 

Ms. Rae said the state may consider an appeal to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in San Francisco. 

Ma Prem Sangeet, city attorney for Rajneeshpuram, said she was pleased but 
not surprised by the judge's ruling. 

She said because the case involves federal issues it is more appropriately 
heard in federal court. 

''It's time the attorney general stopped fooling around and got on with the 
merits of the case,'' Sangeet said. 

During a hearing on the matter last week, Sangeet told Judge Frye the federal 
court has more expertise in the constitutional issues that are part of the case 
and has greater resources that are necessary because of the case's complexity. 

She also maintained that because state judges are elected, a federal judge 
would be more impartial because they do not have to face re-election and would 
not be concerned by the unpopularity of a decision in favor of the Rajneeshees. 
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Thunderous applause from some 15,000 disciples greeted Indian guru Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesh as he appeared for the first meditation session Saturday at the 
group's third annual world celebration. 

Music and readings from the guru 1s teachings -- by others, for 
Rajneeshremained silent -- were much the same as in the previous years' 
festivals, in which followers from around the world gather at the guru's city on 
a ranch in the central Oregon desert. 

But signs of progress could easily be found, such as the bone china imported 
from France, replacing the paper plates used last year. Two new automatic 
dishwashing machines, Rajneesh officials proudly proclaimed, can each clean 
6,500 dishes an hour. 

''Everything is going great -- very peaceful,'' said Rajneeshpuram Police 
Chief Ma Deva Barkha. 1 1 There is a tremendous amount of pedestrians, and there 
has been a little problem keeping them on the side of the road. 11 

The visitors made good use of the city's social gambling ordinance, crowding 
into the new Omar Khayyam Rajneesh Lounge and Cardroom to sip a margarita or 
pina colada and play a round of poker or blackjack. Others cheered on those with 
a lucky hand. 

Sunny and warm weather greeted the celebration's first day Saturday as 
disciples began two weeks of meditation and celebration in a city that has been 
unable to escape the strife -- or the scorn -- of the outside world in its two 
years of formal existence. 

Just last week, the land-use group 1000 Friends of Oregon won a major round 
in its fight to dismantle Rajneeshpuram when the Oregon Court of Appeals 
reversed its own earlier decision upholding the city's incorporation. 

That means the Rajneeshees must return to Wasco County officials and follow a 
difficult exceptions process in their quest for a legal city on land ioned for 
farm use. 

Despite lingering battles over its fate, Rajneeshpuram throbbed with life 
Saturday as thousands of disciples, garbed in the religion•s distinctive red 

LEXIS NEXIS LEJZIS NJ;>r<IC 



::,·ervices of Mead Data Central 

PAGE 6 
Proprietary to the United Press International, June 30, 1984 

clothing, sampled the wares of such places as the Zorba the Buddha Rajneesh 
Buffet, the Zarathustra Disco and the city 1 s new $120-a-day Hotel Rajneesh. 

A highlight of each day is the morning meditation session, known as Satsang. 
Applause and cheers erupted from thousands of followers sitting on the floor of 
the huge Rajneesh Mandir Meditation Hall as Rajneesh took the stage in a 
black robe and cap with gold trim, his hands poised in a prayerful gesture. 

Members of the Rajneesh Peace force -- armed with carbine rifles - stood 
guard over Rajneesh in the corners of the stage during the hour-long session, 
which included readings from the guru's teachings. 

As the last segment of music played faster and faster, smiling disciples 
clapped along in time to the beat, standing and applauding at its conclusion as 
their master got up to leave. 

''I loved it -- Bhagwan was so beautiful and there were so many positive 
people,'' said Swami Deva Atra, 26, who traveled to Oregon from Copenhagen. ''I 
lost something -- a bit of myself.'' 

Other daily events at the festival include dynamic meditation, live music and 
the initiation of new followers, known as sannyasin, who are given new, 
Rajneesh names. 

A video facility was set up at Devateerth Mall for showings of Rajneesh 
discourses and the darshan, a concluding celebration with the guru that occurs 
July 6 at this year's event. 
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The Oregon Court of Appeals has reversed itself, saying it was wrong when 

it upheld the incorporation of Rajneeshpuram, the town founded by followers of 
an Indian guru. 

The new opinion, obtained Tuesday by The Oregonian in advance of its release 
today, means that followers of the Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh must go 
back to Wasco County in their quest for a city named Rajneeshpuram on land ioned 
for farm use. 

"This means there is no city unless the Rajneeshees can show Wasco County why 
it is needed there," said Henry Richmond, director of the land-use watchdog 
group 1000 Friends of Oregon. 

An attorney representing the Rajneeshees called the court's reversal "a 
tragedy." Al Johnson of Eugene said he would "definitely" appeal the reversal 
to the Oregon Supreme Court. 

The court, split 6-4, said it was reversing its ruling issued March 31 in 
order to give the "appropriate degree of judicial respect" to a Land Use 
Conservation and Development Commission ruling last year invalidating the city. 

The commission acted after the Land Use Board of Appeals in September 1983 
held that incorporation of Rajneeshpuram on land ioned for farming violated 
state land-use laws because incorporators failed to go through a ioning 
exceptions process. 

The Appeals Court decision came on a petition for review of its earlier 
ruling, filed by several plaintiffs, including 1000 Friends. 

Prem Sangeet, attorney for Rajneeshpuram, said she hadn't seen the opinion 
yet but said she was "very concerned" that the reversal was setting a precedent. 

"I think it should raise questions in a lot of people's minds about this kind 
of precedent," she said. "In my opinion, there is no legal basis for the 
reversal." 
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Jim Ross, land use commission director, said he was pleased with the ruling. 

Eldon Hout, deputy director of the Department of Land Conservation and 
Development, said that if the city fails to get an exception from Wasco County, 
it would not necessarily mean the city would have to be dismantled. 

He said Rajneeshees could petition for a plan amendment to the Wasco County 
comprehensive plan that would validate existing structures. 

The reversal, written by Judge Michael Gillette, said the court ea rlier had 
improperly substituted its own judg ment for that of the land use commission ''by 
making what was, in our view, a more logical interpretation of the goal defining 
urban land." 
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The Rajneeshees were having a ball at the "Zorba the Buddha" disco. 

Orange-clad followers of the Indian guru gyrated to rock music piped from a 
disc jockey's booth, while waiters in red shirts and wooden beads served drinks 
to patrons lounging beside the dance floor. 

White walls emphasized the airy, gym-like atmosphere in the second-floor club 
on Schwalbacherstrasse. The disco's atmosphere was a stark contrast to the dingy 
bars and sex cinemas in the same section of this Rhine River spa. 

"Zerba" is one of a dozen discos opened in West Germany over the last year by 
followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, a bearded guru whose movement claims a 
worldwide membership of 350,000. 

West German church and government officials are particularly worried that the 
sect, which advocates meditation and sexual freedom, will use the "dance 
temples" to sign up members. One Lutheran pastor in Munich described the 
Rajneeshee disco boom as "most threatening." 

An Associated Press reporter, during a 90-minute visit ta the "Buddha" disco, 
saw no obvious efforts by Rajneeshees to recruit new members. About half of the 
100 patrons were wearing the sect's garb of red, orange or purple garments. 

"We've been open for six months, and business is good," said a German woman 
in her mid-ZOs, collecting a $1.85 admission fee at the front door. Inside, 
prices for drinks were comparable to most West German discos. Tap beer cost 
nearly a dollar, and a bottle of French champagne cast $37. 

In addition ta a chain of discos in cities like Cologne, Frankfurt, Hanover, 
Freiburg and Wiesbaden, the Rajneeshees operate vegetarian restaurants, 
boutiques and home renovation businesses, and peddle products like organic 
fertilizer and shampoo. 
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The Cologne area, with an estimated 3,000 members, is the center of the West 
German movement, which claims to have 50,000 adherents. It boasts the sect's 
largest disco with an annual turnover estimated at $1.1 million. 

Founded by Rajneesh 31 years ago in Poona, India, the movement relocated 
its world headquarters in 1981 to Oregon, where the Rajneeshees bought a ranch 
and later incorporated more than 2,000 acres as the 1,000-resident city Qf 
RaJneesnpuram. 

Although sect members cultivate an image of peace, their relations with West 
German authorities have been strained. 

Wiesbaden city officials petitioned a local court last fall to block the 
opening of the Rajneeshee disco, but an appeals court overturned the order, 
ruling there was no evidence they would use the disco wrongfully. 

Bruno Reimuth, a spokesman for the city, said Wiesbaden has no current 
problems with the disco. "Everything seems normal," he said. 

When the city of Augsburg refused a license to the sect's disco in April, 
dozens of Rajneeshees danced in the streets to protest the action and demanded 
"freedom of religion." 

In Essen, irate citiiens collected a petition with 3,500 names to protest the 
sect's "meditation room" in a former retail shop. Rajneeshees sued when local 
politicians branded them a "criminal association" importing drug abuse and 
prostitution to the Ruhr district city. The case is pending. 

Sources at the Ministry of Health and Youth in Bonn said the West German 
government is monitoring the sect's activities and remains concerned about its 
efforts to win new members. 

Last month, the European Parliament in Strasbourg urged common Market 
countries to tighten their control on financial dealings of groups like the 
Rajneeshees. 

It proposed a voluntary code of conduct for the groups, such as banning the 
induction of minors and allowing members unrestricted communication with their 
families. Member governments, it said, should tighten laws that give the sects 
charity status and tax exemption and should subject the sects to labor and 
social security laws. 

German authorities fear that sect members may be exploited by working in the 
discos for only pocket money. But sect members disagree. 

"We don't work here. We meditate. Cleaning toilets, washing glasses. It's all 
worshipping," explained Ma Anand Subath, a young German woman who works at the 
sect's disco in Hanover. 

Sect members say much of the money earned from the discos, boutiques and 
other businesses goes to finance their communes and to help pay air fares for 
annual trips to the guru's headquarters in Oregon. 

The German-language edition of The Rajneesh Times the sect's we 1 , 
carries numerous ads from German trave agencies offering cut-rate fares to 
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the 11 H1ird Annual World Celebration" June 30-July 6 in Oregon. 
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Commission Director Betty Reynolds said Friday that she will recommend to the 
commission that the investigation be dropped because her office doesn't have 
enough money to pursue the complaint. 

She is also recommending that the information that her office has collected 
so far be turned over to the courts, the Land Conservation and Development 
Commission, the Land Use Board of Appeals, the FBI, the Immigration and 
Naturaliiation Service, the Department of Justice and officials of Wasco and 
Jefferson counties. 

The recommendation, she said, was prompted by the legislative emergency board 
last month turning down a request for $29,000 the commission said it needed to 
complete the investigation of the Rajneeshees and several other pending 
complaints into unrelated allegations. 

The complaints filed last year by farmer Antelope City Councilman Donald 
Smith allege that followers of the religious leader used their positions with 
the two cities to make money for themselves and several Rajneesh -owned 
business interests. 

Rajneeshee spokeswoman Ma Prem Isabel said the officials have declared 
conflicts of interest on votes involving Rajneeshee-owned business and called 
the investigation ''a waste of time.'' 

Ma Prem Sangeet, attorney for the two cities, said she has advised the 
officials that if they are members of the commune there is no need to declare a 
conflict of interest because they have no financial interest. 

If the official is an officer of one of the group's businesses 1 'I have 
advised them to declare. If they are not a officer they don't have to declare" 
a conflict, Sangeet said. 
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''If there's no private financial involvement there is no conflict of 
interest,'' she said. 

The commission's investigation so far has shown that 27 officials of the two 
cities who are followers of the Bhagwan are also officers in several of the 
religious movement's organizations, including the Rajneesh Foundation 
International, the Rajneesh Investment Corp. and the Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas 
International Commune. 

The commission's findings show that the city of Raineeshpuram Ji;i witbi 0 tge 
boundaries of Rancho Rajneesh, which is owned by the investment corpgratU!,n 
and leased to the international commune. 

Smith charged that ''this relationship represents, by its very nature, a 
violation of ethic statutes,'' claiming the types of businesses proposed by the 
commune and the corporation ''would be impossible at this location without the 
legal efforts of the public officials of Rajneeshpuram.'' 

He made the same allegations about the Rajneeshees who control the Antelope 
City Council. 

''There are some questions that are unanswered that we would have pursued if 
we had the money,'' Reynolds said. 

Those questions include the appropriateness of contracts awarded by the 
cities to Rajneesh -owned corporations and what positions the Rajneeshee 
councilmembers hold in the various businesses. 

There were also questions, she said, about whether state ethics laws apply ta 
non-profit organiiations. 
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The issue of whether the followers of Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
acted properly in incorporating the city of Rajneeshpuram will have to be 
decided by the Oregon Supreme Court. 

The Land Conservation and Development Commission voted 7-0 Thursday not to 
change its requirements regarding creation of new cities and to continue its 
appeal of a state court of appeals decision that the rule is 

unconstitutional. 

The commission rejected a plea from the followers of the Bhagwan that the 
appelate court ruling be allowed to stand and 1ncorporat1on of the Wasco County 
city be permitted. 

1 'Repeal of the rule would be contradicting the briefs filed with the supreme 
court,'' LCDC Deputy Director Eldon Hout said following the vote which was taken 
by conference call. 

Hout said the law is ••muddled' 1 and needs to clarified by the court. 

The court of appeals had ruled that it was not proper to require the city 
to take an exception of a state land use goal relating to preservation of 
agricultural land in order to incorporate. 

LEXIS NEXIS LE}f{I!: Nl=>rt1c 



:ierv1ces of Mead Data Central 

12TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format. 

Proprietary to the United Press International 1984 

SECTION: Regional News 

DISTRIBUTION: Oregon 

LENGTH: 254 words 

DATELINE: SALEH, Ore. 

KEYWORD: Rajneesh 

BODY: 

April 12, 1984, Thursday, BC cycle 

PAGE 17 

The City of Rajneeshpuram acted properly in annexing 119 acres of farm land 
last year, an attorney for the central Oregon religious community told the 
Oregon Court of Appeals Wednesday. 

The city, founded by the followers of Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajnessh, is 
under court order to stop construction of a hotel and other commercial buildings 
on the land and Wasco County has issued 38 citations alleging zoning violations. 

The attorney, Ma Prem Sangeet, said the city followed the proper procedures 
in annexing and rezoning the land, which was inside the city's proposed urban 
growth boundaries. Prior to annexation, the land had been zoned for exclusive 
farm use. 

Objections to the annexation have been raised by 1,000 Friends of Oregon, a 
land use watchdog group, and Wasco County. 

Mark Greenfield, an attorney for 1,000 Friends, told the court that 
Rajneeshpuram's status as a city is in question and, consequently, so is the 
annexation. He said an urban growth boundary must be acknowledged before 
urban-type activities can take place. 

''The land was and is agricultural land,'' Greenfield said, claiming that 
without a state-approved land use plan the city should have gone through an 
exceptions process. 

The arguments were the latest skirmish between the followers of the Bhagwan 
and land use advocates. The Land Use Board of Appeals has already determined 
that the annexation was illegal. 

The court of appeals ruled in February that a LUBA decision invalidating 
the city's incorporation was flawed. 
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A state agency and a watchdog land-use organiiation plan to ask the Oregon 
Supreme Court to overturn Tuesday's Court of Appeals order that the 
incorporation of Rajneeshpuram did not violate statewide planning goals. 

The Land Conservation and Development Commission and 1000 Friends of Oregon 
announced they would appeal the court ruling, which they said would adversely 
affect the orderly transition of rural land to urban around the state. 

The Land Use Board of Appeals last September held that Wasco County 
violated LCDC land-use planning goals in approving the incorporation of 
Rajneeshpuram, the ctty set up by followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. The 
city contended that the rule used in holding the incorporation was invalid was 
not in place when the county acted in 1981, and that it could not be applied 
retroactively. 

The appeals court agreed with that assessment. 

''We're very happy to see that temporary rule was shown for what it is,' 1 

said Mayor Swami Krishna Deva, ''which is that it was basically made two years 
after the fact.'' 

The mayor said the city would now ask the Circuit Court to lift an injunction 
issued last year that prohibited work on 119 acres of former farmland that 
Rajneeshpuram annexed last August. He said the injunction issued Oct. 24 
prevented Rajneeshees from proceeding with work on a hotel, factory, warehouses, 
reception center, theater, cafeteria and production shops. 

•'It definitely created a hardship on the community since buildings planned 
had to be shelved since there were no permits for them,'' said Deva, who is 
mayor of a city of 1,500 people. 

John Mills, director of publications for 1000 Friends, said that the 
Appeals Court ruling would, if left stand, nullify efforts to keep rural lands 

from being overrun with urban sprawl. 
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''The effects of the court's decision is to allow 150 people Cthe number 
originally listed for Rajneeshpuram> to incorporate and then proceed with 
massive urban development anywhere in the state,'• he said. ''This overturns 
long-standing policies that protect the state•s farm and forestlands from 
exactly this type of development.'' 

Mills said, however, that the ruling would not affect the status quo at 
Rajneeshpuram, which is that the city cannot issue any further building permits. 

Deputy Director Eldon Hout of the Land Conservation and Development 
Department said the LCDC in setting its goals was acting on •'one of the 
fundamental concerns of the Legislature in establishing the land-use program.'' 
He said that was that the 1 'conversion of rural and resource land to urban usage 
follow a reasonable and rationale process.'' 

He said the LCDC interpreted those goals and wrote an administrative rule 
explaining how goals apply to planning of a new city. He said the court was now 
saying the LCDC wrongly interpreted the rules LCDC wrote. 

1 'We know what we think,'' said Hout. 

Hout said that the agency's view was that the incorporation of Rajneeshpuram 
should not have been allowed to proceed without a request being made under the 
exemption process to the state land-use goals. 

John Bagg of LUBA said he did not expect the issue to be resolved for some 
time. He said that that if it does come back to LUBA he expected the board 
members would have some additional data from the parties involved about what the 
court action meant and how to deal with it. 

''It is pretty early for LUBA to say much about what is going on,'' he said. 

The attorney general's office also was waiting on the sidelines to see if it 
will have to proceed in its representation of the State Building Codes Division, 
which would have certain regulatory authority on construction in an 
unincorporated area. 
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GURU'S CITY FOUND 
~NCONSTITUTIONAL 

Olegon Attorney General Says 
J1t Is Violating Separation . .. . i of Church and State 

[ SALEM, Ore., Oct. 6 (U Pl) - The ln
dorporatlon of Rajneeshpuram, a city 
~unded by an Indian guru's followers, 
violated state and Federal constitu
tional guarantees .of separation of 
ollurch and state, the Oregon Attorney 

~
neral ruled today. · 

The opinion had been requested by 
te Representative Mike McCrack

en. who question~ the legality of the 
*y's receiving state revenue-sharing 
fwids. 
f "After nine months of study, we have 

ci:ime to the Inevitable conclusion that 
on the facts presented to us, Rajneesh· 
pilram cannot be a city," Attorney 
qeneral Dave Frobrunayer said. "The 
constitutional p'rohibitlon against Inter· 
mingling of church and state Is so basic 
to our system of government that we 
feel a responslbllty now to determine 
whether the facts are as we believe, 
and If so, to take appropriate legal ac
t{on." 
: He Arrived In 1981 

f 
tThe Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Raj· 

neesh, 51 years old, moved to central 
Qregon In 1981 from India with several 
hUndred followers and founded a com· 
n)une on a ~~acfWr~cb that W!S 

. the Sitt! ng f ~hr{ a e movJe. 
: The red-clad follow,~ took political 

control of the small ~o'fh of Antelope, 
29 miles away, embl~tering long-time 
'rtsldents. They fowtded Rajneeshpu. 

11r•m on the ranch, where the guru lives 
with 1,200 followers. Most of them are 
affluent and educated yowig Ameri
~ and Europeans . 
. r,Ibe guru has taken a vow of silence 
but makes dally drives In one of his 30 
Rolls-Royces, to the delight of follow
ers who line the roads in adulation. 

IThe group has started several busi
nesses and has considered purchasing 
property in other parts of the state, 
a{ouslng fears of some residents who 
are suspicious of the sect's religious 
practices. The followers· lean toward 
eQcounter therapies, indulge in what 
sqme call "free sex" and pride them
selves on combining the profit motive 
""'th environmental concerns. · 

l'Ibe Bhagwan, whose name means 
"the blessed one" In Hindi, Is facing a 
d'poratlon threat, however. He came 
t~ the United States on a tourist visa 
and according to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service he is not enti
U~ to the status of a "religious work
e~.'' However, Immigration officials 
ate reconsidering an earlier decision to 
d~y him residency. 
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Oregon Guru May Lose CitJ; 
in Mixing of State, Religio11 

By RUSSELL CHANDLER, Times Religion Writer 
. ' ~--------~------~~ The attorney general of Oregon 

said Thursday that he Is prepared to 
take legal action to dismantle the 
city of Rajneeshpuram, incorporat
ed last year by followers of contro
versial Indian guru Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh, in light of his opinion that 
the city is unconstitutional because 
it violates the doctrine of separation 
of church and state. 

"After nine months of study, we 
have come to the inevitable conclu-: 
sion that on the facts presented to 
us, Rajneeshpuram cannot be a 
city," Atty. Gen. Dave Frohnmayer 
said in a legal opinion released at a · 
press conference in Salem, Ore. 

"The constitutional prohibition 
· against Intermingling of church and 
state Is so basic to our system of 
government that we feel a responsi
bility now to. determine whether the 
facts are as we believe, and If so, to 
take appropriate legal action." 

· Frohnmayer's opinion, combined 
with an order issued against the city 
last week by the state Land Use 
Board of Appeal, casts doubt on the 
future of the already beleaguered 
central Oregon religious commune 
of 1,200 residents. · 

Allesatloas Termed 'Ualrue' 
She added tt Is ' 'untrue" that the , 

RaJneesh corporation that ultimately con
trols the city and the surrounding 64,000 
acres bought by the guru's closest followers 
In the summer or 1981 permits only 
disciples of the mystic to Uve there. 

"People who are not disclples or mem
bers of the (Rajneesh) religion are living In 
the city now," Isabel said. 

Mayor Deva, pressed about how many 
non-Ftajneeshees dwell in the city, s.,ald it ls 
a ''handful" that includes contractors from 
the outside who are working on jobs ln the 
clty. 

Since the city charter was obtained, 
250,000 square feet of permanent buildlngs1 
have been constructed, including a flve
wlng "university" where a blend of 
Rajncesh-style Eastern mysticism and 
West Coast sensory therapy Is taught, 38 
residential fourplexes that are scheduled 
for expansion Into a two-story hotel com
plex. a furniture plant, an airport and a 
large shopping mall. 

Oplalea Welcomed 
Mark J. Greenfield, staff attorney for 

1.000 Friends of Oregon, a land,.use watch
dog group concerned about the effect of 
Ra,lneesnpuram's urban development on 
neighboring ranching operations, hailed 
the attorney general's opinion but .noted 
that It was on an Issue different from the · The land-use board, In its order 

Sept. '30, said Incorporation of the 
$60-million city in May, 1982, vio
lated statewide land-use goals that 
prohibit urban development on ru
ral land without compelling justifi
cation. Although the order has been 
appealed, lt has the immedlat4f
fect of stopping further expansion of 
the municipality. · 

. Interests of his group. 

Rajneeshpuram's mayor, Swami 
Krishna Deva, said Thursday that 
the city will fight any move to 
dismantle it. Opposition to the city ts· · 
a thinly veiled ploy by "guru hat
ers" who want Rajneesh and his 
disciples out of Oregon, the mayor 
said. 

: "There's no way that we would allow 
bigoted opinions . . . the misuse of a play of 
politics •.• a bunch of hogwash, to get In 
the way of a model community and beauti
ful experiment," Deva said ln a telephone 
i1}terview. 

"We have been challenging the incorpo
ration of RaJneeshpuram on the basis that It 
ls a violation of Oregon's land-use laws," he 
said. "The basis of the Land Use Board of 
Appeals ruling was the failure of the 
persons seeking to incorporate and of the 
county to justify an exception to the goals 
that prohibit urban development on rural 
land." 

The land-use board's order has been 
appealed, but the Wasco County Circuit 
Court, which has jurisdiction · over 
Rajheeshpuram, meanwhile has Issued a 
temporary restraining order that requires 
persons seeking building permits to be 
warned of the agency's action. In addition, 
the order bans subdivisions and annexa
tions to the city and prohibits any develop
ments that would leave "permanent scars 
on the land, Including dams," according to 
Greenfield. 

The commune already has built a Sl.5-
rnilllon earthen dam and a 45-acre reser
voir that holds 350 million gallons of water. 

( Frohnmayer's opinion, which does not 
have the force of law, said the city Is the Problemt la India 
"functional equivalent of a religious com- Leaders of the RaJneesh community 
mune" because its property ls owned by a · claim as many as 15,000 followers through
corporation that Is wholly owned by a out the United Slates. RaJneesh, 51, left his 
retlglous foundation. commune ln Poona, India, ln 1981 alter 
·"The intrusion of religion into city encountering tax and other problems with 

government affairs ls pervasive and un- the Indian government. He and his follow
avoidable," Frohnmayer said. "There ls in ers setUed on the sprawling former "Blg 
e{fect a total fusion of government and Muddy" cattle ranch that once was the 
religious functions. In short, as presently setting for a John Wayne movie. 
constituted, this city ls fundamentally Inca- The RaJneeshnees, who dress in orange 
pableofbehavlng as a city." or red clothing and wear necklaces bearing 

State Rep. Mike McCracken of Albany, a picture of their guru, immediately ran Into 
Ore., who requested the opinion, had asked conflict with longtime residents of the 
Frohnmayer a series of questions about nearest town, Antelope, which had a 
Rajneeshpuram, including whether the population of 40 at the Ume. The RaJnee
state legally could give revenue-sharing shees took political control of Antelope, 
1J¥>ney to the city. Under state law, cities 
receive shares of state g~ollne and ciga
rette taxes and liquor revenues. 

·Frohnmayer said RaJneeshpuram could 
not receive such funds because, under the 
state constitution, public money cannot be 
used to aid religion. Ma Prem Isabel, who 
heads press relations for the guru, said that 
Rajneeshpuram "wasn't using tax money 
anyway" and that Frohnmayer's opinion IE 
"based on fiW; assu~ptions." ....._ ___ _ 

stepping up the controversy with municipal . 
and state governments. _ 

RaJneesh also Is battling with Immigra
tion and Naturalization'SerVice authorities, 
who have refused to grant him resident 
status as a religious leader and teacher. · 
Last week, lawyers for RaJneesh filed a 
new petition, backed by thousands of 
letters, photographs and documents, as
serting that the guru Is entitled to perma
nent residen~e In the United States under 
an INS category reserved for persons of 
"exceptional •bWty and international ac· 
claim." • 
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Cul~ure Clasli iii OregQ1t 
After 27th Rolls lloyce, Town's Curiosity 

Al.Juul Gm·u's Uisciples 11.it·ued Into Shock. 
By I.aura Parker Ma Prem Karuna. who holds a.. 

11po<111wTiwW111Nne11n.,. doctorale dl!flreo in adult education 
ANTELOPE, Ore.-For 60 years from 8011ton University, became a 

U1iR WllS a 11ne 11as·pump tuwn, the write-in candidate for mavor and 
kind where the town ,!fog ftleep~ in was elected in a landslide. The only 
the middlo or the main rood and the council member who isn't a Rajnee· 
Cil.y Council pUIR ·on a bake sale shee is John (Silver Tooth) Stewart, 
wlmiever it nerd.~ more revenue. whuse grru1dfalher ran the Silver 

'!'hut's what U1c nPwcomers fowid Tooth Saloon here In 1910. 
when they came into town two years , Arter the cow1cil wea a worn In, It· • ' o; • .• • • . 

p~o. nnd since lhen a clash or cul· 1hired a Rajneeshee 09 city attorney 1 _,. ; ~· 
lures b111 bruken uuL for $100 JUI !fullr ~d "sB11c~o.ned" , f:i;~~· 

The newcomers ore followers or the gun-packing RnJneeshee peace • .•:!·~!> 
Bhagwan Shree l!njneesh .. lhe lndirut force" to provide ~o!ice ~rolection. ' ~;:i 
guru who bou ht the Bi Muddy The new coun~tl ta aumg members , · .'\·, ., . 

. e once or the old council to recover a city· 'ili(1>;;.;-i 
ownNI church that former council ·, '· mnde m1 · · roa . 

. t fil'l<l, Antelope's 40 resi enls 
w.ere curious about the YllU"ll discl· 
plf!' who dres."l!d only in red, purple 
8lJ~ 11ran11e-Uie col11rt1 of the 11111· 
rille-and showered laviilh cifi• or 
con 1111 Uieir 1111111ter, wllll!le name 
mllllllR "111e Enlii:htrned One.~ 

members gave away last November 
in a last-dilch effort to keep it out or 
the Rajneeshee council members' 
hand11. 

There la a certain smugn1r 
!1111bng Ole Hajneeahee abOul their 
aucce!lll so f!IL 

" U111trll 1 1rr..:..~ l1•l••r11~U•11u\I 

It w1111 110111el hinit of n nov,.11.y In 
Antelu1ie when tbt fint llullA lloyce 
for }lnj11eesl1 wa11 delivered. By I.he 
lillll' U1e 27U1 une arrived, curiosity 
had turned lo •hock. 

"We're nut ChriatianR. We don't 
turn the other cheek," said Ma Mary 
Colherlne, a former Reed Collette po
litical science ill8lructor who lives at 
the commune at Big Muddy Ranch. 

Debrla II allied afta uplollou ID hotel owued 117 lhe Ra)nee1heu In Portlud, Ore. 

When 8111110 or Ute Rujnecsheea, OS 

U1ey call thon111elvl'8, OOIJllhl pro1>· 
erly in Anlelupe, the clash or cul· 
turei1 hega11. 

•rhey arc trying to toke over our 
town," uid Murg11rel Hill, Antelope'• 
foru1er mayor ond one or the 13 orig
inal residenlR whn remailL 

Rajneesh, who mixes easlem med· 
!talion wiU1 we11tern encounter ther· 
apy, arrived in Oregon wilh the la· 
bel. the "Cree Rll lllJU," a l.ng SC· 

quired at hill 11revious relii:iuwt head· 
qunrl.l'rs in Poona, India. Tberl, 
many uf his folluwen participated In 
enconnlrr aroups without restric· 
lion~ on 11ex 11r aprl'Slliun. 

TI1e pt.>c•ple. or Antelope, 1111 U1e 
, otllt'r h11nd, were rclired Protestant.a 

who wunled to live out Uieir senior 
years in peace. 

&on, there were more Hujnee· 
'!tees limn anyone else livin11 in An· 
lelnpc. 'l11e11 U1ey l'CltL~lcred lo vole. 
Now 1•11r. or them i~ muyur, five mt 
1111 the llix-man City Council and la1tl 
month a ltajnce1<hee wu~ elecLed tu 
the Antelope School Board. 

The lown'11 tiew puliliciwis 
hruui:ht 11 nnmher uf bt~turic 
d11111~1.,. lo Anh•l11111•. 11111utljl lhrtn 
U1r lin<t city 1>mperly lltxM and a 
nudist rnrk. 

The lluj11l'l.'libcl'!I 1111y the~· origl· 
nally hnd inlcnded tu 11tny nut. or An· 
!elope. ArtN'' oil, they hurl jual 1111id 
~ti million for a piece ur lanrl mllrt 

.than twke U1e Kize or San ~·ra11cb1co. 
~ 'fhen lhoy diiic()vered that OreJlon' 
l\aw forbade them from conducting 
·hu1iflellll oisl11ide nn inrortlflraled 
~ily. Thry come inl.o town In e1<lnb· 
:n ... h thrir rurpuml.e hrad1111orlf.111, 
'1ho H:tjnl!t!llh F111mduti1111 lnlem11· 
li111111I, n t111t•eX!'lllPl religi111L' corpo· 
.fotiun I h11t marketN lt.ijncl'llh 'a 
:bcK1k~. video tu1le!I, tape recotdin111 
jmd ph11t1111ropbs. 
~ TI1e Hajtll'l!.~l'!I alw bought the 
J1ld Antelqpe Core, whirh is now tl1e 
f,urba the BuddhR llealaurnnl, a 
J1egctnrio11 care nnd 1m1eral Klore. 
: The Hajneeshel'S soy they got 
J10U1i11g but reMt'ilance £ron1 town 
ltnd cu1111ly 11rlid11t~ when they 1111· 
l>lird rur l111ildi11R punnilR un U1e 
71111ch. They had nu nll.ernalive, Uiey 
)lrgue, but lu ch:u'lle U1e alLitude on 
•I •I I I_ 1 • _ tt ____ .. _ --'·---

While lhe turmoil aruund it They live communely In hoUAes and 
epreada, lhe commune continues to modulnr mobile homea and are Klven 
gruw. clothing and meals. 

lat year, the Rajneesheea voted Many or the disciples work from 
to incorpoml.e 2,000 acreR of IJ1e 8Unri~e to Rlln.,el t1Cratchi11g tr1eir 
"Rancho l!ajnee9Jt,• as the Big venlon 11£ utopia out of the sage· · 
Muddy ia now tnlled, into U1c city or brush and cheat&rua. Tliey receive 
Rajnee.,hpuram, making It eligible to no pay. 
rec;l!ive state l4l money and federal Almost 2,000 acres or orRunic11lly 
revenue sliann~. - grown vegetableSt alfalfa aJid wheal 

That promp ed three nefghborin1 have been planted, tattle are raised 
ranchers to file suit against U1e Raj· for markel.-the Rojnee~hcc., are 
11eC11hees charging U1al the creation vegetarians-and l a small herd or 
or a city in the arid, barren buttes of dairy cows " kep to make milk, yo-
central Oregon violalel th8 atale'a gurl and cheese. 
alricl lnnd use laws. Tours or the ranch carefully note 

"Cities do not coexiat with farms,• the solnr panels in the coreteria, used 
118id Roaemnry McGrcer, one or the to heat the building'• water: the sew· 
rB1ichen op1>111ing the Rojneeaheea oi:e treatment plant, the waate reey-
111 cuurL "We're afraid the"l Isn't clin11 center. 
enough waler to go around.W The small shopping cenler that 

Mark Greenfield, an allorney for they built last winter contains a bou· 
1000 Friends of Oregon, a leading lique, beauty parlor and Post Office. 
environmental gro1111 also opposing In tribute to the Hnjneesh master, 
the Rajneeshees, aaid he expect., the the street.a U1rough the renter or it 
Rujnee~hl'Cll lo tr111Sform ll\eir com· are paved with red volcanic uh. 
n1une ol' 1,000 into a booming city of Hajneesh, who took a vow or m· 
100,000 to accommod11te the Raj· lence two yean ago, lives In seclusion 
neei;h 'a 300,000 wurldwide fullowers. in one or. the CU11yo1~,. He 1111eaks 

That 11umher, which would make only lo Sheela Silverman, hlA pen1on· 
Hnjnee!lhpuram the 11ecnnd l1111eal al secretary and "mother" of Uie 
city In Orqion, is n little hl11h, the r111ch; on one occnsion he Rpoke wilh 
H11jneeshet11 MY with a Amite, but Immigration officinls In P11rtl1111d 
they are v1111ue about U1eir plnns who have tried to deport him. 
olht.r than to MY that I.hey want to The only lime hift disciplM 11ee 
build a univcnlly community, where him la when he drivet1 one or hill 
Hajneet1h'a form of, meditation can Jt11ll~ .. Rnyces thrnu11h .~1wn in the of· 
be lllught. lomoon at 2.. 'l'hen they line the 

Now an Albany, Ore., woman hf --:-; --·--- · -· 

lem~\ to 1>u\ a measu,re od the 1lnt . 
wnRh111 I\ pet.iliun drive . In. en ~t I 
b111lot asking officials io ·force 
Ra/'nee.,heeR £rom Oregon. 

In l'orllnnd yesterdoy, three el· 

plosiu111 rocked 11 duwntnwn hotel 
uwned by the Hnjne~heeii, seriowdy 
wounding a mrut who re1>11rledly hod 
stayed ul the 1;ecl's ranch Wednes· 
dny nil(hl, United Pre"" lnternatlun· •.. 
al reported. It wnR the fir11t majllr act ' 
uf violence involving the secL Dam· 
age W1lll eaLimaLed at more than 
$100,000. 

(The explosions occurred In the 
room or Stephen P. Paster, :I~, nr 
I .i• Anceles, who wos charged with 
three counll of first-degree anon, 
police 110id.( 

Much or the Rajneesh'a wealth 
comes from ll!fl(e donoLiuns. Mo11y 
disciples turn over their personal 88· 
--•- u.L .. - &L ..... __ .,_ ,.,. •I.. .. --•I. 

i 

streets, hands clasped prayerlike 
until he pa.¥es by. After the !tolls is 
1111ne, lhe Rajneeshecs ln1111h ond em· 
brace. Sume are moved tu lean. 

'I'IMiRe who do not understand the 
pec111iaritiCR Of . ~is relii;ion Cllllnot 
comprehend how ·to many peo11le 
could leave homt:~. ramiliea and jobt 
tu follow a mysterious 11ray-bearded 
man who does not ~peak. 

"It take., total surrender lo be 
there," aaid Sky, a disciple who hns 
upled to live in the San Juan Island 
in Wnshinglun Stole Instead of aL 
the ranch. At the Hajnecsh summer 
festival held last week, Sky joined 
15,000 disriples from aruund the 
world who made the.. pilgrimage to 
Rancho Rujneesh. l 

The presence . "r anuther residrnt 
al the rw1ch hos servt~I l•1 fuel the 
notion in Antelope that the.o;e edu· 
cated, once-successl'ul people nre 
11t1mehnw mesmerized by U1eir lndi· 
1n guru. 

Sh111111011 Jo Ryun. doughier or 
U.S. llep. Len llynn (0-Colif.), who 
WBB killed in 19il! in Guyana when 
he WP inve!lli11ntin1? lhe ltev. .Jim 
Jun'9' PeoplCR Te11111le, 1noved here 
m•l lonji ofter the c11mm1111e wns or· 
11anlzed. 

Ry1111, who 11111Y 111ll~ hl'r.wlr M:i 
Prem Sh1n111111, 110 luni:er i:ive~ in· 

1terviewe, Hajnel'!lh 11p11ke~men My, 
. heca1111e lm mnny 1mrsllelR ha1·e 
been drown between 'Hancho Raj· 
ne~h 111id .Junexluw1L 

·. 
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Guru's. Followers Build Beehive of Paradox 

Flourishing Cult Startles Rural Oregon 
By RUSSELL CHANDLER, Times .Religion Writer 

K 

RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore.-Two 
years ago, when Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh packed up his religious 
commune in Poona, India, . and 
bought 64,000 acres of rolling range 
land in a remote section of central 
Oregon, hardly anyone in the state 
had ever heard of the controversial 
guru. And even his closest disciples 
were insisting that the only reasori . 
they had bought a "small farm" in 
Oregon was "to plant a few acres of 
sunflowers." 

But today, almost 15,000 people 
from nearly every country of the 
world are assembled ·here in an 
amazing newly incorporated city 
that has sprung up among previous
ly barren hills 120 miles southeast of 
PorUand and about 20 miles from 
the nearest paved road. 

Dressed in orange or red gar
ments and wearing beaded necklac-

· es with a locket containing 
Rajneesh's picture.:!symbolic of 
their discipleship to the 51-year-old 
mystic-the pilgrims have come by 

plane, car and bus to participate in 
Rajneesh's second annual "World 
Celebration." 

The seven-day festival is an 
extravaganza of meditation and 
spiritual discourses, wild dancing 
and "transcendental" therapy, rec
reation and nude sunbathing at one 
of two lakes created at the 100-
square-mile spread. 

The opening highlight of the 
festival, for which the faithful each 
pald $500 for tent accommodations, 
was an early morning meeting, or 
satsang, conducted Saturday in the 
two-acre open-sided Buddha Hall 
that adjoins Jesus Grove near the 
crossroads of "downtown" 
Rajneeshpuram. Streaming into the 
white linoleum-carpeted hall from a 
fleet of 85 yellow school buses the 
city of Rajneeshpuram now owns 
(making it the fourth largest trans
portation system in Oregon) the 
Rajneeshees shed their shoes at 
dozens of efficienUy run check 
stands, and waited quieUy. Some 
swayed to the music of sitars and 
flutes. 

The excitement became electric 
when the appointed moment came: 
the Bhagwan himself (the name in 
Hindi means "Sir God") drove 
slowly aroWld the Buddha Hall in a · 
white· Rolls Royce and emerged to 
sit in total silence for more than an 

'Destroyed Antelope' 
"They have destroyed Antelope, of course,'! 

lamented Margaret Hill, the former mayor of the 
hamlet thnt is the nearest Incorporated city to 
Rajneeshpurwn. 

"1'here's no way w.~ can live compatibly with 
them,": added Frances Dickson, the wife . of 
Antelope's postmaster, during a meeting the .' 
other day at the Hills' residence to discuss with a 
reporter what had happened since Rajneesh 
movE!d in two years ago. Only 16 of the town's 
former population of 45 people remain, but about 
70 Rajneeshees have moved into town. 1 

The- sannyasin-as the Bhagwan's disciples are 
called-assumed political control of Antelope by 
winning the mayorality race and five of six City 
Council seats last November, plus three other 
city posts. Since then, Antelope's taxes have 
tripled, and the old Antelope cafe and general 
store has been turned Into a vegetarian restau-
rant run by Rajneeshees. · 

Particularly galllng to Margaret Hill ls the fact 
that the restaurant's sign, "Zorba the Buddha," Is 
visible from her front window. Noting that Ma 
Anand Sheela, the 33-year-old Indian woman 
who is Rajneesh's chief administrator, had prom
ised that the sannyasin would not attempt to 
control the town, Mrs. Hill added with bitterness 
in her voice: ' 

"We could have really leaned on our county 
commission (to stop the takeover) If we had 
known what wimps they were. You can quote 
thaL" . 

Old-time Antelope residents are also Incensed 
that the present City Councll recenUy passed an 
ordinance setting aside an area within the 
hamletls undeveloped city park where nudity ts 
allowed-making Antelope the first Oregon clty 
to adopt such a measure. 

Michael Sullivan, the district attorney of 
Jefferson County, In which some of the Rajneesb 
property lies, believes tension between the 
Rajnceshees and other Oregonians ls mounting. 

"A year or two ago, the sympathies tended to 
be with the newcomers," he said. "Americans 
love an underdog. But now they are viewed as 
bullying the local community. They have a 
platoon of attorneys out there and they sue: It's 

, 
beginning to backfire." . . 

Sullivan and others say they believe that one of 
the nation's largest · cultural conflicts in this 
decade will occur over Rajneeshpuram. 

"It's a question of separation of church and 
state," Sullivan explained. "Can a religious group 
take advantage of. forming a municipality to 
obtain revenue sharing, and (state) liquor, 
gasoline and cigarette tax money? Someone has 
to make that decision, and it will be challenged in 

' 
court." 

Antelope's new mayor, Ma Prem K~run~, 
defended the city's policies and taxes as bcmg m 
line with a goal of improving and expanding its 
services. And Ma Sheela, her brown eyes 
flashing, said that tension between the R_a~nees_h 
commune and surrounding communit1cs 1s 
"bound to happen ~~use of the rigidity ·?f the 
outsiders. !..' _.....:-------

hour in a high-backed upholstered chair place< 
011 a platform. As the devotees knelt and bowec 
low, several of Rajneesh's lectures . (taped ir 
1976) were played over the sound system. 

The religion' of Rajneesh, as well as his vast 
$60- million empire centered here and spreading' .. 
throughout a network of 500 centers to an 
estimated 200,000 followers worldwide, is full of 
paradoxes, contra5ts and conflicts. 

Ever since the Bhagwan's leaders quietly 
bought the ranch, formerly known as "the Big 
Muddy," for $6 million ($1.5 million of it in cash) 
in July of 1981, longtime local residents-mostly 
ranchers and retirees who moved away from 
lari;cr cities-have been suspicious of the guru's 
reputation for advocating free sex, and they have 
ht•cn afraid that the Rajneeshees would take over 
their towns. 

J 

I. 
.•. ~·· 

Those apprehensions have not been unfound-
ed. 

''We'll deal with it laughingly an 
In the most flexible manner possi 
ble," she said during an interview i1 
the large double-wide mobile homi 
that she and her husband, Swam 
Jayananda (also called JQhn Shel 
fer) live ih at Rajneeshpuraiii: "Bu 
we are saying In a very firm .wa_, 
'!We're not going to let you. perse 
cute us.' That's why roses havt 
thorns. Outside opinion, pressurei 
and bigotry do not concern us.'' 
, Outside opinion has not alway1 
-~ided with the followers of B~ag· 
wan Rajneesh and that has con· 
•cerned them. . 
1 The PorUand office of the Immi
gration and Naturalization Service 
has ref11c;ecl to grant Rajneesh resi
dent status as a religious leader. The 
Bhagwan's lawyers have until July 
15 to file rebuttal papers and the 
outcome is uncertain. , · 

And last week, the Oregon Su
preme Court refused to hear an 
appeal by Rajneesh attorneys chal
lenging a ruling that Rajneeshpur
am 's Incorporation must satisfy 
statewide land-use planning goals. 
The decision means that the legal 
standing of the city, which-now h!Ul 
a permanent population of about.. 
800-all follbwers of Ra,Jneesh-ls 
under a cloud. ' 

A land-use watchdog group, 1,000 
Friends of Oregon, which has made 
it clear that it ha.c; no love tQr ·the 
"redshirts," . as the sannyasin , are 
sometimes derisively called, has led · 
the attack against the in~o~Uon 
of llajneeshpuram. · · .:.J:i •·• ' 

• ~ .; , ... j 
'Used a Loophole' · ·• .' 
"Our position is that you· don't 

create a city for rural uses . · .• and 
unless there's urban development," 
Mark Greenfield, an attorney ·for 
1,000 Friends of Oregon, told. The 
Times. "Basically, they tried to use 
a loophole" to create their city 111 an 
agricultural zone, he said. .• . 

But Swami Prem Niren; a com-. 
mune attorney who has been lobby
ing Oregon legislative and ·.u.s. 
congressional aides lately a):>out 
Rajr1cesh immigration and consU
tutioual issues, said he doubts 1,000 
Friends of Oregon cari' succeed in 
"having Rajneeshpuram qemok 
ished. . : 

"There is a cil.y here and I aw 
confident that eventually · the . !ld
minislration and legal processes will 
run their courses and this rather 
bold adventure in agricultural and 
social models will flourish," Niren 
said. 

Under the leadership of the 
Bhagwan and Ma Sheela, the com
mune indeed has flourished-large
ly through lqng hours of eS!fen~allY. . 

.: "' ' f.'"JI!. •, # .'·*•t l ·. 
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free labor by hundreds of devotees 
and what an outsider called "the "Brainwashing imposed by our 
liberal application of megabucks society-the conditioning we have 

learned-is washed away here," she 
raised by one of the world's richest said during an interyiew. "We're 
and shrewdest gurus." more authentic here." 

The commune has cleared and Adulation that the brightly 
pla~ted more than 3,000, ~cres for dressed followers of the Bhagwan 
grai.n, . vegetable and. fruit crops. 

1 
feel for their "~njightened Master" 

Thfre IS now a $1.5 million .earthen I is plainly e'\')dent each day when 
dam. and ~S:acre reservoir that I they line t'1~ dirt roadway leading 
~~1?8 350 million gallons of waler. A from his se~luded q1,1arters to await 
s~rns of.150 smaller ch~ck dams has 1 his 2 p.m. "drive-by." The single
bee!l, built lo ~lop eros10n, and the file line of devotees hands clasped 
~cology-consc1ous sannyasin have reverently under their chins has 
rnslal~cd .sopaislicated sewage grown to more than a mile lo~g as 
tre~~men,~ a~d waste recyclm~ op- the population of this theocratic city 
era .1ons. . : . · . has swelled during the festival. 

Go, move-it moves with you .. . . 
You have $10.000. The mind asks for 
$20,000 ... you have become morr. 
addicted to comforts. Now the olrl 
house looks small, the old car looks 
an insult: it has to be dropped. A 
new car is needed. Now the mind 
asks for $40,000." 

Smee the- ,R~Jneeshpuram city Many seem to be in a trance-like 
charter was obtained In May of 1982, state of ecstasy, and others weep, as 
25~·0?0 square feet of permanent he passes slowly by during the daily 
?u1ld1~gs ha~e be.en .~on~truc~e~: ritual. 
mcludmg a ~1ve-wmg. umvers1ty The sannyasin tend to be 
where a mri:c .of Ra1neesh-style young-the average age is early
Eastern myst1c1sf!l and West Coa~t to~mid-30s-single and well-edu
sensory therapy 1s taught; 38 res1- ·· · · ··· ·' , ... 
dential quadraplexes which will be cated . . Many are from well-to-do 
expanded into a two-story .h?ll:I familie~ and more than a few 
com~lex, and a .large shopping mall achieved success in the "outside 
housmg a v~r1ety of restaurants, 1 world" before joining the commune. 
stores and offices. · · Those attending the festival this 

Hard Workers . ~· week are predominantly from the 
· • United States and Western Eu-

The city has a policeJorce and fire rope-about 20 % are from west 
department, a modern medical clin- Germany~although Asian . coun- . 
ic ;and · an airport from which five tries are also well represented. 
plQnes, Including three DC~3 "Air Rajneeshees greet one other with 
Rajneesh" transports, ferry' guests long, affectionate hugs and caresses. 

: . ·:h-dpo .. ~{fs in .and out~o! ~p~r\land's Open displays of sexual fondling 
· · · ' · seem to be taken for granted. 

"We've spent $60 mlllfon· here so Same-sex embraces are common; 
far," : says Ma Prem Savita, the homosexuality is considered accept
finance officer for Rajneesh. '"The able by the Bhagwan. 
ranch itself is now worth $io million Adoration for the Bhagwan was 
iri work and businesses:" ;. ·;·.' .. j. also apparent during a night-time 
Th~ Bhagwan's resident disciples darshan, or singing and dancing 

w.illingly spend 10 tol2 hours a day, celebration, held in the Buodha Hall 
· sev~n . days a week, working in Friday night. 
various jobs in a kibbutz-style coop- After initiating about 30 new 
erallve life. While the sanyassln are sanvassin. Swami Ariand Teertha. 

· prov\ded clothes, a place to sl~p. . . 
vegetarian meals and medical .and ' 50, a spiritual ·second-in -command 
dental care as needed, they do:.riot under Rajneesh, urged the large 
receive: any pay and no b~nefil.$ ~o gathering to "make yourself availa- : 
wllh them if they leave. . • '· ble for Bhagwan. . . . Feel the" 

"My work Is my worship, my ecstatic energy of Bhagwan. He is 
meditation," said Anrita fritam, 31, all around; he's filling the space 
the daughter of the late Rep, Le9 with himself." 
Ryan (D-Calif.), whose slaying.' As some disciples began to dance 
touched off the Jonestown · mass~ wildly to lh!! strains of Indian music, 
suicide of religious cult members in\ others prostrated themselves on the 
Guyana in 1978. "I don't think in floor facing · the direction of 
terms of what I would be doing five 1'.ajneesh's •house. (He was not 
to IO years from now, but I wouldn't present at the meeting and since the 
want to leave," she said. ' · spring of 1981 has not spoken in 

Adding that.she thinks she wo.uld . public.) 
have "ended up here" (Rajneesh- The next morning, while 
p.uram) regardless of her father's Rajneesh sat motionless on the 
death at lhe hands of a crazed cult platform in the Buddha Hall, his 
member, Pritam said the experience disciples listened intently to his 
with the Bhagwan Is "totally ·dis- words, recorded on tape by a pro-

. similar" to that experienced ; by fessional reader: 
Jql,).owers ?f ~i"' Jones.. 1 · ~ !,"·, .. i 't .. ·:. "When you look into the nature of 

· ~·~ · ;. ... ., ,,1 .. ,, ...... · ._\ .. ~ !'-.•. ·:· desireyouwillunderstandthatitis 
like a horizon. It appears far away. 

The discourse concluded on the 
note that if a person drops all 
desires-"the whole nonsense of 
achievement- then i;uddenly God 
comes to you." 

Within moments, after raising his 
arms in benediction and nodding 
stiffly to the assembled throng, the 
Bhagwan retired to the chauffeurr.d 
$120,000 while Rolls Royce-one of 
about 30 in his fleet-and slowly 
circled the Buddha Hall before 
disappearing up the Juniper- lined 
driveway leading to his residence in 
Lao Tzu Grove. 
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Red-Clad Disciples of~ Indi~ Guru 
· Bu.fl.d a Far111 Coqzmtzni.ty]n Oregon 
.. ", .. , . 
: .. , By WAYNE KING 
'• SpeclallollltNcwYOrttll-

wt th . conflicts with fellow Indians, • 
shocked. by his admonitions to discard 
stem sexual mores. 

':. "He 'attacked all Indian religions, : 
many polltlclans and even the Nobel 
Pri~ wl~er, Mother Teresa," wrote 
Mr. Dobrowolny, the filmmaker, In his 
notes on the making of" Ashram." The 
film had Its American premiere In San 
Francisco earlier this month. 

ANTf:bOPE, Ore., Sept. 24 .:._ It 
seems an unlikely spot for a wispy, ail
ing Indian guru's dream of a "city of 
god" tp take earthly form, but the 
physical evidence of that city ls grow- . 
Ing dramatically In the barreq, lion
colored hills 20 miles southwest of here 
- and with It the fears of many resi
dents of this tiny town that they will be ~_,, .. , ... 
lmmdated by the guru's red<lad discl· . v~f 
pies. · · . , .. ,?t' 

Last July 10, little more than a week : · "• / 
after. he abandoned his once-thriving W 
ashram at Poona, India, for one ln 
Montclair, N.J., the dedicated follo:w· 

The guru's lectures at Poona, col
lected In 250 volumes and captured on 
SOWld and videotapes, tire marketed 

· worldwide. The materials~ In English, 
are now malled from Antelope and 
·marketed.through a national advertis
ing campaign. A recent advertisement 

ers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, some 
of whom regard him as a god, bought 
64,228 a~res of rugged, rocky ranch- . 
land straddling Wasco and Jefferson . 
Counties here In central Oregon. . . . . . . · 

The buyers, sarmyasln, or disciples; . 
from the guru's Chldvllas Rajneesh 
Meditation Center at Montclair, paid 
$6 million for the land, a quarter of It In 
cash, and leased 17,000 acres from the 
United S~tes Bureau of Land Manage-
ment • . • · . 

Transforming Fallow Land 
The disciples here, a handful at first 

and now abOut 130, Immediately began 
transfonnlng the Big Muddy Ranch~ 
fallow for two decades, Into the foun
dation of an agricultural and spiritual 
commWle, called Rajneeshpuram, or 
"City of Rajneesh." 

Two weeks ago, the 49-year-old 
Bhagwan Shree RaJneesh took up resl· 
dence in a complex of double-wide m(). 
bile housing Wllts h~re. It was set up In 
only five days by his energetic disci
ples, each uniformly clad In vermillion 
and wearing a 108-bead necklace with 
his picture. 

The disciples here maintain that 
their purpose Is purely agricultural, as 
the development so far suggests: an 
extensive Irrigation system being laid, 
2,500 acres cleared for planting and 150 
acres already verdant with swiflow
ers. 

However, some area residents and 
observers of the sect are not convinced 
and hear echoes of Jim Jones's Jones-

"· tn Time magazine and other publica
tions, part of a series that covered sub

. jects other µian sex, raised the sexual. 
. theme and added to concern both here 

. : !Jµd In Montclair. Although no training 
sessions · are conducted here or In 

; Montclair, other cenlf?rs continue ·to ·· 
'. offe{ a, potpourri of Eastern mystlclstfl 

. 1 and "new age" therapies. \. . .' ·;.~ . 
UbrlFllm1 ~· ·,: .. · ,: . · . ' • "' · • 

The Indian religious leader as he ·' :,: · · Spiritual Smorgasbord · 
appeanlnthemovte .. Ashi'am ,.,. .The btochure for the Geetam RO.J· 

· . : · . · ~~· , i'• neesh SaMyas Ashra"!. at Lucerne 
. : .- . Valley,. Calif., offers Gestalt and 

"Ashram" depicts violence and nude·"· prjmal : therapies, psychosynthesls, 
group sessions at the Poona ashram. : .bioenergetlcs, psychodrama, reblr· . 

Thirty-three-year-old Sheela Silver- , . tnlng and . psyc~lc phenomenon; 
kn M d Sh l h Freudian and JWlg1an therapists, sex 

man, own as a Anan ee a, w 0 ~ therapist encoWtters, Relchlan and 
founded the New Jersey center , 10, : .neo-Relchlan therapists, Rolflng, pos.. 
years ago with her late husband, Marc turcil lritegratlon Alexander w k 
Sllvennan, .and now.directs tile Ore-· 

1 
Traeger work and massage· Shla~u' 

gon enterprise, denies the charges or • acupuncture Zen Buddhls~ Taols~ 
mlndcontrol. . · andSuflsm.~: ' 

"You can live anywhere, do any. . . "I call It a smorgasbord " said Joth 
thing you want to do," she said In an · Baran, a 30-year-<>ld fonn~r Zen Bud. 
Interview In her trailer office here, "as dhist monk, who now directs a Berke. 
long as you have a consciousness of ley counseling service called "Sorting 
being," said to be th!! fWldamental Jt Out" to help former members of 
precept of the guru's teaching. religious groups - he avoids the word 

Mrs. Sllvennan said that the group · '~Cf.':lt"-toreadjust. 
had settled In Oregon because "It Is a · 'The Issue Is not free sex, the Issue 
perlect situation for farming" and be- is about giving your life over to others 
cause the dry climate was desirable on . and excesses that come up lo the sex- . 
accountoftheguru'sallergiesandres- ual groups and encounters," Mr. 
plratory problems. He had to leave Baran said. "When a person becomes 
lndla "for health reasons," she said. a saMyasln, or Joins any religious 

group, they stop being themselves." 
Conflicts In India 

town rather than the whisper of wind Others suggest the guru's departure 
through fields of wheat. Ironically. · from Poona might have had moz:e to do 
Shannon Jo Ryan, daughter of Repre-

. Mrs. Silverman, or Ma Anand 
Sheela, Invites critics and journalists I 
to take a. guided tour of the town, a bee
hlve of activity. A hWtdred-odd red· 
suited disciples and a score of blue- · sentative Leo J. Ryan of California, 

who was slain In 1978 while Investigat
ing Jonestown, became a disciple in 
Pooria and lives at Rajneeshpuram. 

The local peoples' fears are fueled 
by the publicly stated aim of the lead-· 
er. whose followers are said to number 
from 100,000 to 250,000 In 400 centers 
worldwide, to create a spiritual com
mWlily, ''isolated from the outside 
world" and unfettered by traditional 
values. · . 

Compounding the susplclqns are the 
guru's reputation as India's "free-sex 
guru" and accounts of violent "en
counter" sessions at the Poona 
ashram in which participants were 
beaten severely and encouraged to act 
out their most violent fantasies, in· 
eluding rape, to cleanse themselves of 
aggression. Violence In such sessions 
ts no longer practiced, followers say;· 

Charges of Mind Control ~ 

Some fonnerdlsclples maintain that 
the guru's advocacy of Wtbrtdled free· 
dom masks what Is In fact mind con
trol. One of these disaffected followers 
is a German filmmaker, Wolfgang D<>
brow?,ln~, whose documentary film 

.'•:(> ;... 

... 

·' 

jeaned outside workers are using · 
heavy equpment to carve a modem 

· . fann commWllty out of the rugged 
hllls. 
· At one spot, concrete is laid for a 200. 

. :. seat vegetarian dining hall; at an
.· · other, a small school ls planned, and at 

another, a medical clinic Is to rtse, all 
to be .staffed by disciples, many well
educated professionals.All of the ac-
· tlvfty takes place amid a steady mur• · 
mur oflaughter. . · 

'I'he. disciples appear for the most 
. part to be In their 20's and 30's. The 

llAl~~~IAll.:MWli~. . • guide Is a tawny, handsome woman of 
M d 8 • • : . ,,.,_.,,,,.1;,:,~:<l .'.'"'"'" ·~@ ·. : . 27, of ~railllan and French extraction. 

a 'i .. ~:::;:·: :· ,,+:·-· ~ >::~ _,m ;,' ,A dlsetplc for two ye~rs. she wears her 

· II · ~ilf·!f . E:~1;~~!~~~·11:::,~.~ii . 
@ ' · ®iiiP'' de!: n~~ ~:;~~~l~~~=l ~~~A~~:~~; 
// Miles · does he speak to reporters. He ven- . f eend 0 1 • tures out, she sald, only for morning 

-...w.._ ____ _____ .,...20_ and evening rides In one of the two 
n.e New York r1mr11s.p1.2u111 : Rolls-Royces kept for him at the 

l J h d 
ranch.· "Bhagwan says," she related, · 

Disc pies of Ra nees are evelop- · "that you should have riches both In· 
Ing property_ In central Oregon. side yourself and outside yourself." 

. .. , .. . ·, .: '..i•. ,\ .. ... , .. •• tlat.rtl\. •••••• ·.,. •~·~ .. -. :.. ... ..... . 
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DATELINE: ANTELOPE, ORE. 

The natives are restless 

Not one of the 40 people who lived 
in Antelope, Ore., minded that 
most road maps listed their ~l· 

lage as a ghost town. Indeed, the resi
dents enjoyed the desolate canyons and 
barren scrubland which secluded them 
and their gentle, if predictable, lives 
from the strains of mainstream Ameri
ca. Ninety kilometres southeast of Port
land, Antelope attracted retired people 
who liked to pass the time walking in 
the countryside that served John 
Wayne in the film Rooster Cogburn or 
talking to local ranchers in the Antel
ope Cafe. But two years ago, eight fol .. 
lowers of an Indian mystic, the 52-year
old Bhagwan Shree Rajneesb, paid $6 
million for the 64,229-acre Big Muddy 
Ranch, 30 km south of Antelope. And 
the townsfolk soon wished that the 
Duke had been there to head the new-
comers off at the pass. , 

The Rajneeshees' beliefs incorporate 
an eclectic blend of Eastern mysticism, 
Western pop psychology and modern
day materialism, but the reputation 
that most notably preceded them in Or· 
egon was for practising free and some-

. 
times violent love. The Bhagwan, who 
established the sect in Poona, India, in 
1974, soon attracted thousands of weal
thy young Europeans and North Ameri
cans-and the imagination of the world 
press. Nonetheless, when the Rajnee
shees announced their intention to take 
up farming in the West, local Oregon 
residents were more curious than 
alarmed. Said Margaret Hill, former 
mayor of Antelope: "I thought it 
sounded neat and wondered what they 
could do with the old place. It bad been 
neglected for years." 

What they did do was startling. The 
Rajneesbees have poured $62 million 
into the former wasteland and created · 
the thriving "Rancho Rajneesh." There 
are 75 km of roads where none existed 
before, a sewage treatment plant, a 45-
acre reservoir, a landing field, a garage 
for the now resident Bhagwan's 30 Rolls~ 
Royces and housing for the commune's 
rapidly growing population of 1,000. 
Meanwhile, in Antelope scores of young 
people dressed in varying hues of ver
milion outnumber the 15 remaining 
original residents: The Antelope Cafe 
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has become a vegetarian restaurant 
called Zorba the Buddha. And last year 
Mayor Hill lost her seat to Ma Prem 
Karuna, 44, who holds a PhD in educa
tion from Boston University. The anger 
of the townspeople is evidenl Some 
have taken to wearing necklaces made 
of shell casings. Others wear six-guns. 

Animosity against the Rajneeshees 
has spread throughout the state. At is
sue are the cult's plans for expansion: 
the Rajneesh Investment Corp., a 
wholly owned taxpaying subsidiary of 
the tax-exempt religious organization 
called the Rajneesh Foundation Inter
national, has started to develop a 2,100-
acre city within the boundaries of the 
ranch. A 120-room hotel, along with the 
already built shopping centre, will ac
commodate many more of the tourists 
that Rancho Rajneesh has already be
gun to attract. By the end of the century 
the city is expected to house 4,000 people 
and to become a teaching centre for the 
Rajneesh philosophy. 

Those plans, however, fty in the face 
of Oregon's land-use laws, which are 
among the most stringent in the United 
States. In Oregon, farmland can only be 
used for rural purposes, a hurdle the 
Rajneeshees faced early on as their 
numbers swelled. Complained Ma Prem 
Sangeet, the Rajneeshee city attorney: 
"If you are going to have a big farming 
co-operative it is difficult to get housing 



S.Ctarlans In state of bliss: John Wayne might half• hftMHtd them off •t the pas 

permits for it." The solution was to in
corporate as the city of Rajneeshpuram, 
to remove ranchland from its rural 
designation and to give it an urban 
one. 

That plan has met with strong oppo
sition. Said Mark Greenfield, lawyer for 
1,000 Friends of Oregon, a group of en
vironmentalists who are leading the op-

position to the Rajneeshees: "A city is a 
licence to grow, and the Oregon land
use program is stingy when it comes to 
allowing urban development to occur on 
rural land." The 1,000 Friends chal
lenged the Rajneeshees ·in court, and 
the matter now rests with Oregon's 
Land Use Board of Appeals, which will 
in effect decide whether the sect will 

continue to build its dream city or 
be forced to tear down the existing 
buildings. 

Should the Rajneeshees fail in their 
bid for Rajneeshpuram on their own 
property, they could conceivably move 
it to Antelope, since Antelope is a pre
existing urban area. Rajneeshees in 
Salem, the Oregon state capital, re
cently lobbied state legislators to draft 
a bill that would declare Rajneeshpu
ram legal. If the bill passed, they told 
legislators, they would move out of ·An
telope. But Republican Senator Ken
neth Jernstedt retorted, "We don't leg
islate by blackmail." 

The future holds more court battles if 
the board of appeals finally confirms 
the incorporation of Rancho Rajneesh 
into a city. The 1,000 Friends have 
promised to go to court to have the city 
of Rajneeshpuram declared illegal. 
That, in turn, will lead to endless ap
peals. Sangeet says that she will take 
·her case to the U.S. Supreme Court to 
defend her constitutional right of reli
gious freedom. "People of a religious 
persuasion," she says, "are entitled to 
live together and gather together in a 
community." And furthermore, added 
Rajneeshee representative Ma Prem 
Sunshine, "there is no way we are going 
to walk away from a $00-million 
investment." . 

-SCHUYLER INGLE in Seattle. 



'he people of Antelope, Oreg. and neighboring 
tnches are united In their fear of a takeover of 
1e town by the followers of Indian guru Bhag-
an Shree Rajneesh (above I. This week the town 
iii vote on whether or not to dlsincorporate. 

People April. 19, 1982 

T he Big Muddy Ranch, near the ham
let of Antelope in central Oregon, has 
seen some Intriguing sights in its day. 
Back in 1975 John Wayne and Kathar
ine Hepburn filmed Rooster Cog-
burn near there. But the 64,229 acres 
of rock, sagebrush and stunted juniper 
Is now the setting of a showdown 
stranger than any the Duke envisioned. 
On one side are the red-garbed disci
ples of an eccentric spiritual communi
ty that has arrived in force. On the oth
er are Antelope's 40 citizens, who have 
decided to save their town from the 
newcomers with an unorthodox tactic: 
They want to abolish It. 

The trouble began quietly enough 
last summer when a Texas landholding 
company unloaded the large ranch for 
$6 million. The new owners turned out 
to be the Rajneesh Foundation Inter
national, an India-based cult led by a 
50-year-old guru, Bhagwan Shree Raj-

neesh. Soon 200 Rajneeshies arrived 
and began clearing land and erect-
ing buildings. As rumors buzzed 
around town about the group (its mem
bers come from 17 countries and In
clude the daughter of Congressman 
Leo J. Ryan, who was killed at Jones-

• town), curious Antelope residents at
tended a get-acquainted party. They 
were given assurances that the Raj
neeshies had little more in mind than to 
transform the overgrazed spread Into 
an oasis of wheat and barley. "We 
thought they were a friendly bunch," 
Mayor Margaret Hill recalls. "Lots of 
food, lots of free booze--it was a great 
party." 

The good feelings faded fast. Ante
lope residents discovered that many of 
the new arrivals had come from an 
ashram in Poona, India that was reput
ed to have had nude encounter ses
sions and outbreaks of herpes and 

CONTINUED 
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"No one here has attacked their religion," 
asserts Mayor Margaret Hiii. "But they've 
been devious and pushy." 

OSER 

gonorrhea among Its 5,000 members. 
When the Bhagwan himself took up 
residence In September, the anxiety 
level increased. His f9llowers ap
peared at Chamber of Commerce and 
Kiwanis Club lunches to reassure lo
cals that they had left the wild life of 
Poona behind them and that the mas
ter himself was in seclusion, having 
taken a vow of silence. 

The following month the commu- • 
nards attempted to Incorporate the 
ranch as a private city, only to be 
blocked by local environmentalists. 
The Rajneeshies then shifted their at
tention to Antelope Itself. At stake is 
control of the five seats on the town 
council and the mayor's office, all un
salaried positions. Cult members could 
win all the posts in the next election 
and grant themselves building and 
zoning permits for commercial enter
prises. But in a unique solution to the 
dilemma, the town council recently 
passed a resolution to dissolve Its 1901 
charter and disincorporate. If enough 
voters agree In an election on Aprll 15, 
the county, which has a population of 
about 21,000, will take over Antelope. 
The Rajneeshies would then be out
numbered in local elections and their 
expansion plans thwarted. 

Victory for either side is not assured. 
Under Oregon law, any U.S. citizen and 
resident of the state for more than 
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one day may register on Election Day 
itself. To date 27 Rajneeshies are on 
the rolls, but there may be as many as 
125 more who qualify living at the 
ranch. Margaret Hill thinks she can 
muster as many as 40 townsfolk for 
the vote. 

The cult has bought one-fifth of the 
town's property, including the general 
store and cat~. reopening it as a vege
tarian restaurant named Zorba the 
Buddha. "I don't owe Antelope any
thing and Antelope don't owe me any
thing," says Viola Wilson, 72, one of 
several residents who have sold out so 
far. "The redcoats wanted my house 
before the election, and they're the 

""The gurus .. anti-Christ," says Viola 
WRson (left, with her sister, Roberta Lu
ca) as she packs to leave her house. 

only ones who had the money. God and 
I are neutral in this. I figure God has put 
these people here as a test, just to 
see what we Christians will do." 

The residents say their reasons for 
disbanding are practical. Water rights 
are critical in Oregon's dry central pla
teau. Local women held bake sales for 
three years to raise the $20,000 neces
sary to drill two wells to provide ade
quate water for 32 households-and 
one of them came in dry. The cult's 
proposed printing plant would require, 
under state health codes, 222 gallons 
of water per minute. "The problem of 

CONTINU: 



water for the building is insurmount
able," insists Mayor Hill. "We hardly 
have enough now for the town at 
45 gallons per minute." The Rajneesh 
followers counter that their opponents 
are fired by sheer prejudice. Says dev
otee Dave Knapp, a/ k/ a Swami Krish
na Deva: "It's like a Southern town in 
the 1960s disincorporating because 
the blacks are moving in." 

The Bhagwan cult is apparently 
stronger on finance than theology. Its 
members include Christians and Jews 
who practice the rituals of their own 
faiths while also espousing the mas
ter's philosophy of free will, free sex 
and unconditional love. The sannya
sins-as cult members are called
have invested $19 million in the 
property, which they have renamed 
Rajneeshpuram ("Expression of Raj-
neesh" in Hindi). They put up 50 · 
houses, a 300-seat cafeteria, two huge 
barns and five greenhouses (where 
they grow their own vegetables). They 
have purchased an enormous fleet of 
house trailers, cars, trucks and earth
moving equipment for their endeavors. 
"We're overwhelmed by the apparent-

OSER 

ly bottomless amount of money they 
have and by their sheer numbers," 
town council member Frances Dickin
son admits. 

At the center of this wealth is the 
Bhagwan himself, a former journalist 
and philosophy professor from India. 
He has written 360 boo~s. which, along 
with donations, are the group's main 
source of income. He keeps three 
Rolls-Royces for his personal use, as 
well as two private planes. Although 

. his recent vow of silence keeps him 
from talking to his followers, they line 
the road on the ranch every afternoon 
when he goes for a spin in a Rolls-52 
miles up the road to the nearest 
town, where he habitually turns around 
in a supermarket parking lot and heads 
back. "When he first got here," Post
master Bill Dickson recalls, "his driving 
was so erratic that everyone was 
scared to death of him. He wrecked • 
one Rolls in a creek. Then he hit a con
crete truck. But they gave him a crash 
course-and today his driving is 
fine." Perhaps to console their leader 
for the loss of the car, his followers 
suspended work on their dining hall 

last winter to build him a heated indo 
swimming pool. 

Whatever the outcome of the elec· 
tion, one thing is certain: The feeling 
fellowship between the people and 
Rajneeshpuram has likely been de-

.. stroyed. "People tell us we're not lov 
ing sometimes," says the cult's publh 
relations director, Ma Prem Isabel. 
"But to be loving does not mean to bE 
stupid or not to have a business sens1 
People are violating our.human right~ 
we are not going to allow it." All dia
logue between the adversaries has 
stopped. A minor skirmish over a buih 
ing permit has escalated into a silent 
war. But, whether or not the town's bi4 
to destroy itself is successful, Ante
lope residents have reaped one per
haps lasting benefit. "There was al
ways a lot of scrapping going on here, 
says the postmaster. "It was like one 
big family fighting. But this thing 
brought Antelope together. We can cc 
operate on the important things." 

CHERYL MCCAL 

Followers of the llhagwan gather for a 
glimpse of the reclusive mast_ as he be
gins his daily ride In his Rolls-floyce.. 




