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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

FOR RELEASE AT 11:45 A.M. EST 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1982 

TEXT OF RE~.ARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO MI~..MI CITIZENS AGAINST CRIME 

AND SOUTH FLORIDA TASK FORCE 

Homestead Air Force Base 
Miami, Florida 

Nove~ber 17, 1982 

NoveMber 16, 1982 

I'm delighted to be here in the prosperous and lovely State of 
Florida and I'm especially delighted to meet with those of you 
who are doing so much to keep it that way. 

Here at Homestead Air Force Base we see visible evidence of the 
Federal commitment to the war on criminal drug smuggling in south 
Florida. Under the leadership of Vice President George Bush, and 
with the help of his chief of · staff Admiral Dan Murphy, and task 
force director Charles Rinkevich, the Federal Government has also 
brought in additional prosecutors and judges, extra courtrooms 
and hundreds of new investigators. 

But most important, for the first time, we have brought together 
the resources of many agencies of the Federal Government, from 
Customs to the DEA to the FBI and many others, to assist you in a 
coordinated and concentrated attack on the powerful, highly 
organized crime rings that deal in the illegal drug trade. We 
have a l.so mobilized Navy, Army, Air Force and Coast Guard 
resources to assist in the interdiction. of these drugs. 

There is no question that the South Florida Task Force has been a 
clear and unqualified success. Since its inception, drug-related 
arrests in the area covered by the task force are up 27 percent, 
drug seizures are up about 50 percent. In the area covered by 
the task force, the amount of marijuana seized has increased by 
35 percent, the amount of cocaine by 56 percent -- and the street 
value of all these drugs is estimated at more than an incredible 
$3 billion. 

This task force shows what ca~ be achieved when local, State and 
Federal authorities cooperate closely. The South Florida Task 
Force is a brilliant example of working federalism -- an 
illustration of how the genius of our political system, created 
more than 200 years ago, can still be harnessed to serve the 
interests of the people and attack the social problems that most 
concern them. 

One of the most astute commentators on that political system, 
Alexis de Tocqueville, said once, "There is an amazing strength 
in the expression of the will of a people; and when it declares 
itself, even the imagination of those who wish to contest it is 
overawed." 

L~t no one doubt that this is the real story behind the success 
of the South Florida Task Force. I do not have to tell you how 
b a<l conditions were only a year ago -- I do not have to remind 
you of the growth in crime, of the increase in violence, 
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terrorism and gang killings. The citizens of Florida, of Dade 
County and Miami took upon themselves the duty of combatting the 
crime and drug menace. They made this fight their fight. They 
brought it into their homes and schools, their churches and 
community organizations. 

The tour we have just taken, the exhibits we have seen and the 
dedicated men and women we've met are a t r ibute to your 
efforts -- to the willingness of so many of you to take time out 
of busy, everyday lives and do something extraordinary for your 
community and your country. 

You demanded action from your elected officials at all levels. 
You saw those demands met not only at the Federal level, but by 
local and State authorities who agreed to spend millions more for 
policemen, prosecutors, judges and prisons. Through a wide range 
of self-help measures, you mobilized all the resources of home, 
neighborhood and community for the battle against the drug 
smugglers and their criminal associates. And in doing all of 
this, you tapped the real strength of our political system: the 
spirit, energy and will of everyday people who -- acting through 
their private social institutions as well as their political 
system -- achieved far more than any government planner or 
bureaucratic dreamer could ever hope to achieve. 

This is not to say the battle is won. The influx of drugs into 
south Florida and other areas of the Nation is still a serious 
problem -- much of the work against this menace lies ahead of us. 

Bvt the Measure of your initial success here is not just found in 
the statistics I cited. The measure of that success is also 
found in what we at the Federal level, inspired by your example 
and your leadership, are now setting out to do. 

A month ago in Washington, I was pleased to announce a sweeping 
nationwide anti-crime initiative developed by Attorney General 
William French Smith and based largely on the example set by you 
who are responsible for the South Florida Task Force. 

Th is initiat ive will establish twelve new regional task forces 
which, like yours, bring together all bur resources to combat the 
major drug trafficking and crime problems in those areas. It 
will bring a thousand new investigators to the fight against 
illegal drugs and other forms of organized crime. It will also 
increase the ranks of Federal prosecutors by two hundred -- a 
significant increase over the current strength of the organized 
crime strike force. 

As I have said before, our goal is cracking down not only on the 
drug trade, but on all organized criminal syndicates that have 
been permitted to exist in America for far too long. 

We will soon appoint a presidential commission on organized crime 
with a 3-year mandate to conduct region-by-region hearings on the 
influence and impact of organized crime throughout America. We 
are inaugurating a special Governors project to mobilize the 
Nation's Governors in this battle and provide for additional 
cooperation between State and Federal authorities. We are 
establishing a new cabinet-level committee on organized crime, 
and a sub-cabinet working group to bring together representatives 
from many Federal agencies and coordinate their work. We are 
also establishing a new Federal program in Glynco, Georgia for 
advanced training for local and State law enforcement agents in 
combatting the new and more sophisticated forms of crime. 

We will ope11 a ne w l e g i slative offensive to bring about approval 
f o r reform in crir11inal statutes dealing with bail, sentencing, 
criminal forfeiture, the exclusionary rule and labor 
racketeering. This will give us powerful new weapons in the 
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battle against organized crime, especially the drug trade. 
Finally, new financial resources will be allocated for prison and 
jail facilities so that the mistake of releasing dangerous 
criminals because of overcrowded prisons will not be repeated. 

Now there are those, of course, who say this program is too 
ambitious and who point to failed efforts in the past and predict 
our certain failure in the future. No government can ever fully 
eliminate crime or the human impulses that lead to it. But your 
South Florida Task Force proves we have the will and resources to 
break up the organized criminal syndicates that, for too long, 
have been a terrible blot on our Nation's history. 

I repeat what I said when I announced this program: Our goal is 
to break the power of the mob in America and nothing short of 
that. We mean to end their profits, imprison their members and 
cripple their organization. And if anyone doubts what Federal, 
State and local authorities working with the support of the 
people can achieve, let them come to South Florida, to Dade 
County and to Miami, and see here what we have seen today: 
aroused citizens and responsive officials who mean to make their 
county, their State and their country a place where decent, 
law-abiding people can live without being victimized by career 
criminals and professional wrongdoers. 

We especially need the support of all of you here today for the 
legislative part of this initiative. During talks with Justice 
Department prosecutors in the field, Associate Attorney General 
Rudy Giuliani reports that doing something about our lax bail and 
p a role ~ys t a~s, and criminal . forfeiture laws, is constantly 
me ntioned as e f fective crime-fighting reforms. I wonder how many 
of you know that we have a l ready proposed to the Congress reforms 
in these areas that would make life much tougher for the 
professional criminal? And I wonder how many of you know that 
parole reform passed the Sena te by a vote of 95 to 1, that bail 
reform passed the Se nate by a vote of 95 to 1 and that 
strengthened criminal forfeiture laws passed the Senate by a vote 
of 95 to l? And I wonder how many of you know that in the House 
o f Represente. tives our crime package remains bottled up in 
comn:itt.ee ? 

The Congress owes it to the American people to act on these 
proposals and the rest of our anti-crime agenda. Today I ask for 
your support and the support of the American people in urging the 
Congress to take immediate action on this program. 

I know that support will be forthcoming -- what you have done 
here in south Florida is one e xample of how seriously the 
American people take the issue of crime and the extent to which 
they are willing to go to do something about it. I am especially 
p l eased that Senator Paula Hawkins could be with us here today. 

What you have done here is an inspiration to those of us in 
Washington and all your countrymen. Today on their behalf, I 
want to thank you and promise our continued support for your 
efforts to make Ame r ica's homes and neighborhoods safe again. 

# # # 
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THE W HITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON 

November 12, 1982 

FRED F. FIELDING 

PETER J. RUSTHOVE~ 

Draft Presidential Remarks 
on South Florida Task Force 

Richard Darman's office asked us to provide comments on the 
above-referenced draft remarks -- which the President is to 
deliver Wednesday, November 17, in Miami -- directly to Aram 
Bakshian by noon today. 

The remarks are devoted to praise for the success of the South 
Florida Task Force's anti-drug efforts and to describing the 
new nationwide crime initiative announced by the President at 
the Justice Department in October. I see no legal or other 
substantive problems with the remarks, other than the fact that 
Rudy Giuliani's name and title are incorrect. 

A memorandum for Bakshian, with copy to Darman, is attached for 
your review and signature. 

Attachment 
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FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHIN GTON 

November 12, 1982 

ARAM BAKSHIAN, JR. 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Draft Presidential Remarks 
on South Florida Task Force 

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced draft remarks and 
has no legal or other substantive objection to them. 

However, Rudy (Rudolph W.) Giuliani's name (pronounced "jew'
lee-ah'-nee") is misspelled~ also, his title is "Associate 
Attorney General," which is the third ranking position at the 
Justice Department. (The Deputy Attorney General, which is 
the second ranking post, is Edward C. Schmults.) 

cc: Richard G. Darman 
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Document No. _____ _ 

WIIlTE HOUSE SfAFFING MEMORANDUM 
NOON FRIDAY 

DATE: Nov. 11, 1982 · November 12, 1982 
AcnON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ________ _ 

SUBJECTpraft Presidential Remarks: South Florida Task Force, Miami, Florida 

·. -.-

· ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ FULLER ~ □ 

MEFSE □ ~ GERGEN m---- □ 

BAKER □ V HARPER ~ □ 

DEAVER □ ~ JENKINS □ □ 

STOCKMAN ~ □ MURPHY □ □ 

CLARK □ ~ ROLLINS □ □ 

DARMAN □P -- WILLIAMSON ~□ 
DOLE ~ □ VONDAMM □ □ 

DUBERSTDN w-- □ BRADY/SPEAKES □ ~ 
FELDSTEIN □ CJ ROGERS □ CJ 

FIELDINC'.,- )Y CJ "Bo.~hian □ □ 

Remarks: Please forward comments directly to Aram Bakshian, with a copy to 
my office, 

Thank you. 

Response: 

by noon tomorrow. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Dolan/BE) 
November 11, 1982 
5:30 p.m. 

SOUTH FLORIDA TASK FORCE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1982 

-Thank you very much.,. I'm delighted to be here in .the 
g (: . ~ 

prosperous and lovely State of Florida and I'm especially 

delighted to meet with those of you who have done so much to keep 

it that way. 

Here at Homestead Air Force Base we have seen visible 

evidence of the Federal commitment to the war on criminal drug 

smuggling in south Florida. Under the leadership of Vice 

President George Bush, and with the help of his chief of staff 

Admiral Dan Murphy, the Federal Government has brought in 

additional prosecutors and judges, extra courtrooms and more jail 

space and hundreds of new investigators. 

But most important, for the first time, we have brought 

together the resources of many agencies of the Federal 

Government, from the IRS to the DEA to the FBI, to assist you in 

a coordinated and concentrated attack on the powerful, highly 

organized crime rings that deal in the illegal drug trade. We 

have also mobilized Navy, Army, Air Force and Coast Guard 

resources to assist in the interdiction of these drugs. 

There is no question that the South Florida Task Force has 

been a clear and unqualified success. Since its inception, 

drug-related arrests in Florida are up 27 percent, drug seizures 

have nearly doubled. The amount of marijuana seized has 

increased by 35 percent, the amount of cocaine by 56 percent 
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and the street value of all these drugs is estimated at an 

incredible $3.2 billion. 

This task force shows what can be achieved when State, local 

and Federal authorities cooperate closely. The South Florida 
. 

Task Force is a ~brilliG:nt e.xample of wo·rking federalism -- an 

illustration of how the genius of our political system, created 

more than 200 years ago, can still be harnessed to serve the 

interests of the people and attack the social problems that most 

concern them. 

One of the most astute commentators on that political 

system, Alexis de Tocqueville, said once, "There is an amazing 

strength in the expression of the will of a people; and when it 

declares itself, even the imagination of those who wish to 

contest it is overawed." 

Let no one doubt that this is the real story behind the 

success of the South Florida Task Force~ I do not have to tell 

you how bad conditions were only a year ago I do not have to 

remind you of the growth in crime, of the increase in violence, 

terrorism and gang killings. But the citizens of Florida, of 

Dade County and Miami took upon themselves the duty of combatting 

the crime and drug menace. They made this fight their fight. 

They brought it into their homes and schools, their churches and 

community organizations. 

The tour we have just taken, the exhibits we have seen and 

the dedicated men and women we've met are a tribute to your 

efforts -- to your willingness to take time out of busy, everyday 
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lives and do something extraordinary for your community and your 

country. 

You demanded action from your elected officials at all 

levels. You saw those demands met not only at the Federal level, 

but by local ant StateCauthorie ies who agreed to spend mill1ons 

more for policemen, prosecutors, judges and prisons. Through a 

wide range of self-help measures, you mobilized all the resources 

of home, neighborhood and community for the battle against the 

drug smugglers and their criminal associates. And in doing all 

of this, you tapped the real strength of our political system: 

the spirit, energy and will of everyday people who -- acting 

through their private social institutions as well as their 

political system -- achieved far more than any government planner 

or bureaucratic dreamer could ever hope to achieve. 

This is not to say the battle is won. The influx of drugs 

into South Florida and other areas of the Nation is still a 

serious problem 

ahead of us. 

much of the work against this menace lies 

But the measure of your initial success here is not just 

found in the statistics I cited. The measure of that success is 

also found in what we at the Federal level, inspired by your 

example and your leadership, have been able to do. 

A month ago in Washington, I was pleased to announce a 

sweeping nationwide crime initiative based largely on the example 

set by you who are responsible for the South Florida Task Force. 

Using Justice and Treasury Department resources, this 

initiative will establish twelve new regional task forces, 
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similar in make-up to yours. It will bring more than a thousand 

new investigators to the fight against illegal drugs and other 

forms of organized crime. It will also increase the ranks of 

Federal prosecutors by 200 that's more than double the current 
. 

strength of the "-organi-::-ed crime strike -force. 

When I announced this program, I pointed out that our goal 

was cracking down not only on the drug trade, but on all 

organized criminal syndicates that have been permitted to exist 

in America for far too long. 

We will soon appoint a presidential commission on organized 

crime with a substantial budget, sizeable staff, and a 3-year 

mandate to conduct region-by-region hearings on the influence and 

impact of organized crime throughout America. We are 

inaugurating a special Governors project to mobilize the Nation's 

Governors in this battle and provide for additional cooperation 

between State and Federal authorities. ___ We are establishing a new 

cabinet-level committee on organized crime, and a sub-cabinet 

working group to bring together representatives from many Federal 

agencies and coordinate their work. We are also establishing a 

new Federal facility in Glynco, Georgia for advanced training for 

local and State law enforcement agents in cornbatting the new and 

more sophisticated forms of crime. 

We will open a new legislative offensive to bring about 

approval for reform in criminal statutes dealing with bail, 

sentencing, criminal forfeiture, the exclusionary rule and labor 

racketeering. This will give us powerful new weapons in the 

battle against organized crime, especially the drug trade. 
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Finally, millions of dollars will be allocated for prison and 

jail facilities so that the mistake of releasing dangerous 

criminals because of overcrowded prisons will not be repeated. 

Now there are those, of course, who say this program is too 

ambitious and wrc,P poin~ to failed efforts in the past and predict 

our certain failure in the future. No government can ever fully 

eliminate crime or the human impulses that lead to it. But your 

South Florida Task Force proves we have the will and resources to 

break up the organized criminal syndicates that, for too long, 

have been a terrible blot on our Nation's history. 

I repeat what I said when I announced this program: Our 

goal is to break the power of the mob in America and nothing 

short of that. We mean to end . their profits, imprison their 

members and cripple their organization. And if anyone doubts 

what Federal, State and local authorities working with the 

support of the people can achieve, let ~hem come to South 

Florida, to Dade Country and to Miami, and see here what we have 

seen today: aroused citizens and responsive officials who mean 

to make their county, their State and their country a place where 

decent, law-abiding people can live without being victimized by 

career criminals and professional wrongdoers. 

We especially need the support of all of you here today for 

the legislative part of this initiative. During talks with 

Justice Department prosecutors in the field, Deputy Attorney 

General Rudy Guiliani reports that doing something about our lax 

bail and parole systems, and criminal forfeiture laws, is 

constantly mentioned as effective crime fighting reforms. I 
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wonder how many of you know that we have already proposed to the 

Congress reforms in these areas that would make life much tougher 

for the professional criminal? And I wonder how many of you know 

that parole reform passed the Senate by a vote of 95 to 1, that · 
.,.. 

bail reform pas ~ed theC-Senate L'Y a vote· of 95 to 1 and that 

strengthened criminal forfeiture laws passed the Senate by a vote 

of 95 to 1? And I wonder how many of you know that in the House 

of Representatives each of these bills remains bottled up in 

committee? 

The Congress owes it to the American people to act on these 

proposals and the rest of our anti-crime agenda. Today I ask for 

your support and the support of the American people in urging the 

Congress to take immediate action on our anti-crime program. 

I know that support will be forthcoming -- what you have 

done here in South Florida is one example of how seriously the 

American people take the issue of crime . ....and the extent to which 

they are willing to go to do something about it. 

What you have done here is an inspiration to those of us in 

Washington and all your countrymen. Today on their behalf, I 

want to thank you and promise our continued support for your 

efforts to make America's homes and neighborhoods safe again. 

God bless you all. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Homestead, Fl ori da ) 

For Immediate Release November 17, l982 

11:45 A.M. EST 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO MIAMI CITIZENS AGAINST CRIME 

AND SOUTH FLORIDA TASK FORCE 

Homestead Air Force Base 
Homestead , Florida 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very much. Thank you. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Chapman. 

I'm delighted to be here in the prosperous and 
lovely state of Florida. And I'm especially delighted to meet 
with those of you who are doing so much to keep it that way. 

Here at ornestead Air Force Base, we see visible 
evidence of the federal commitment to the war on criminal drug 
smuggling in south Florida. Under the leadership of Vice Presi
dent George Bush, as you've just heard, with the help of his 
Chief of Staff Admiral Dan Murphy and the Task Force Director, 
Charles Rinkevich, the federal government has also brought in 
additional prosecutors and judges, extra courtrooms and hundreds 
cf new investigators. 

But most important, for the first time, we have 
brought together the resources of the many agencies of the fed
eral government. As I was briefly, knowing that you were waiting, 
looking at that exhibit over there, those emblems are the emblems 
of t he various agencies and departments that are all united in 
this particular program, from Customs to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency to the FBI and to many others, all to assist you in a 
coordinated and concentrated attack on the powerful, highly 
organized criminal rings that deal in i l legal drug trade. 

We have also mobilized the Navy, the Army and the 
Coast Guard resources to assist in the interdiction of these 
drugs. And we appreciate the assistance we've received from 
Car i bbean nations, especially the Bahamas. They've made a 
significant contribution and we look forward to their continued 
cooperation in this effort. 

There's no question that the South Florida Task 
Force has been a clear and unqualified success. Since its 
inception, drug-related arrests in the area covered by the 
Task Force are up 27 percent. Drug seizures are up about 50 per
cent in the area that's covered by the Task Force. The amount 
of marijuana seized has increased by 35 percent, the amount of 
cocaine by 56 percent. And the street value of all these drugs 
is estimated at more than an incredible $3 billion. 

The Task Force shows what can be achieved when the loc~l 
state and federal authorities cooperate closely. The South 
Florida Task Force is a brilliant example of working federalism, 
an illustration of how the genius of our political system, created 
more than 200 years ago, can still be harnessed to serve the 
interests of the people and to attack the social problems that 
confront them. 

One of the JOOSt astute commentators on our political 
0 rti~om more than 100 years ago was a Frenchman who came here, 
a~tracted by what was going on in this country, Alexis de Tocque
ville. He said, "There is an amazing strength in the expression 
of the will of a people; and when it declares itself, even the 
imAgination of those who wish to contest it is overawed." 

MORE 
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Let no one doubt that th s . i s the real story behind the 
success of the Sbuth Florida Task Froce1

• :r don't have to tell you 
how bad conditiohs were only a year agQ. I don't have to remind you 
of the growth itt crime, the increase irl violence and the gang· · 
kil1ihgs. The citizens of Florida, D ~e Ct.,un!,y and of Miami took -
upon themselves the duty of combatting ;e~ime and t.he drug menace. 
They made this fight their fight. Th V brcught it into their homes 
and schools and churches and community .organizations . 

/ 

. The tour that we've just taken over here, the exhi- · 
bits we've seen, the dedicated men and women that we 've met are 
a tribute to your efforts and to the willingness of so many of you 
to take time out of busy lives and do something extraordinary for 
your community and your country. 

You demanded action from the elected officials at all 
levels. You saw those demands met, not onl y at the federal level, 
but by local and state authorities who agreed t o spend millions more 
for policemen, prosecutors, judges and pr isons. Through a wide 
range of self-help measures, you mobilized: all the resources of 
home, neighborhood and community for the batt l e against drug 
smugglers and their criminal associates. And i n doing all this, 
you tapped the real strength of our political system - - the spirit, 
energy and will of everyday people who,act!ng t hrough their private 
social institutions as well as their political· system, achieved 
far more than any government planner or bur eaucratic dreamer could 
ever hope to achieve. (Applauseo) 

Now, this is not to say the battle is won. The influx 
of drugs into South Florida and other areas of the nation is still 
a serious problem. Much of the work against this menace lies 
ahead of us. 

The measure of your initial success here is not just 
found in the statistics that I cited. The measure of that success 
is also found in what we at the federal level, inspired· by your 
example and your leadership, are now setting out to do. 

A month ago in Washington, I waa pleased to announce 
a sweeping, nationwide anti-crime initiative devr.•Joped by Attorney 
General William French Smith, based largely on the example that was 
set by you who are responsible for the Sout h Florida Task Force. 

This initiative will establish twelve new regional 
task forces which, like yours, bring together all our resources 
t~ combat the major drug traffic and the crime problems in those 
a.r.!:'as. It' 11 bring a thm1aand new invcr:tigators to the fight against 
illegal drugs and other forms of orga~ized crime. It will also 
increase the ranks of federal progecutors by two hundred -- a 
significant increase over the current strength of organized crime's 
strike forces. 

As I've said before, our goal is cracking down not 
only on the drug trade, but on all organi~ed cri..~inal syndicates 
that have been permitted to exist in· F..merica ··for far too· lot1g. 

MORE 



- 3 -

We will soon appoint a pr~aidential commission on 
organized crime with a three-year mandate to conduct region-by
region hearing• on the influence and impact of organized crime 
througbout America . We're inaugurating a special Governors' 
project to mobilize the nation's governors in this battle and to 
provide for additional cooperation between state and federal 
authorities. We are establishing a new cabinet-level committee 
on organized crime, and a sub-cabinet working group to bring 
together representatives from many federal agencies and coordinate 
their work. We're also establishing a new f ederal program in 
Glynco, Georgia for advanced training for local and state law 
enforcement agents in combatting the new and more sophisticated 
forms of crime. 

We will open a new legislative offensive to bring 
about approval for reform in criminal statutes dealing with bail, 
sentencing, criminal forfeiture, the exclusionary rule, and 
labor racketeering. 

Incidentally, let me just give you an example -
sometimes hearing that term "the extlusionary rule." This is a 
rule -- it isn't a law -- it's case law. It was a judicial 
decision once made that now has evidence thrown out of court 
if they feel there was some technical violation in the way that 
the evidence was obtained. And I'll give you a classical example 
of how foolish we can be in our adherence to technicalities. 
In my own State of California a few years ago, two narcotics 
agents had enough evidence to get a search warrant for a home 
where they believed the man and woman, the husband and ·wife there, 
were engaged in the narcotics trade. i.rhey came in with their 
warrant. They searched this house, found nothing. And as 
they were leaving, on a hunch, one of them turned back to the 
baby in the crib and looked in his diapers and there was the 
heroin·-- the evidence thrown out of court because the baby 
hadn't given its permission to be searched. And the two --
the couple went free. 

We're going to have some powerful new weapon~ now in 
the battle against organized crime and especially the drug trade. 
Finally , new financial resources will be allocated for prison and 
jail facilities so that the mistake of releasing dangerous 
criminals because of overcrowded prisons will not be repeated. 

Now, there are those, of course, who say the program 
is too ambitious and who point to failed ef·forts in the past and 
predict our certain failure in the future. No government can ever 
fully eliminate crime or the human impulses that lead to it. But 
your South Florida Task Force proves t~at we have the will and the 
resources to break up organized crime ·-- syndicates that, for 
too long, have been a terrible blot on our nation's history. 

I repeat what I said when I announced this program: 
Our goal is to break the power of the mob in America and nothing 
short of it. We mean to end their profits, imprison their members, 
and cripple their organizations. (Applause.) And if anyone doubts 
what federal, state and local authoritieg working with the support 
of the people can achieve, let them come to South Florida, to 
Dade County and to Miami, and to see here what we've· seen today: 
aroused citizens and responsive offi'ciais who mean to make t .heir 
cou~ty, their state and their cities a place ·where decent, 
13w- abiding people can live without be.t.ng- victimized by-career 
cr.'i.J1d.n,._J _4 ~ ...... ..-., .P""-;:i.:f~1;uJ1innal ~doers:. - · 
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Tfe es_>ecially need. the surnort of all of you hP-re today 
for the legislative part of this initi~tive. During talks with the 
Justice Department ~rosecutors in the fiel~, Associate Attorney 
General Rudy Giuliani reports that doinq something about our lax 
hail and parole system and criminal forfeiture laws is constantly 
mentionea as effective crime-fightinq reforms. I wonoer how many of 
you know that we have already proposed to the Congress reforms in 
these areas that would I"\aY.e lifP. rnuch tougher for the professional 
criMinal. I wonder how many of you know that r,c\role reforms "assed 
the Senate hy a vote of 95 to 1, that bail reform passed the Senate 
by a vote of 95 to 1, anrf that strenqhtened criminal forfeiture lRWS 
nassed the Senate by a vote of 95 to 1. And I wonder how many of 
you know that in the House of Representatives our crime oackaqe has 
remained bottled up in committee. 

The Congress owes it to the American people to act on 
these proposals and on the rest, of our anti-qrirne aqenda. Today I 
ask -for your support ano the supl?ort of the ~merican people in ur~ing 
the Cnnqress to take immediate action on thi program. I know that 
snr-mort \<1ill be forthco:mintJ. T11hat vou have done here in South Florida 
is one exalllple of how seriously the Aroerican peo!')le are taking the 
issue of crime ana the extent to which they are willing to qo to do 
something about it. I am esoecially please~ that Senator Paul~ 
Hnwkins coul<l be with us hP.re to~ay. She is one of the <lS. Mtmlau~e.) 

Now ,,1hat you. have none here is an insniration to those 
of: us in Washin~ton ann to all of your countrymen. Toclay on their 
behalf I want to thank you, T"romise you our continuecl suonort for 
your P.fforts to make America's homes an~ neiqhborhoods safe again. 
We are going to get the ;oh done between all of us.· Thctnk you .. for 
beinq here anrl aqain God bless you all. {Applause.) 

ENO 11:57 A.M. EST 




