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resist the opportunity—*"it cannot be unfair, in the prosecution of a just war,
or the accomplishment of a reasonable peace, 10 take advantage of the hostile
cooperation of others,” he wrote. “As far, therefore, as the views of the
brother may contribute to our success, the aid of them may be used for the
purpose.” He anticipated the possibility that Hamet's object might be unat-
tainable, and stated that the honor of the United States and “the expectations
he will have naturally formed” would require America “to treat his disap-
pointment with much tenderness; and to restore him, as nearly as may be, to
the situation from which he was drawn.”’* Hamet, in other words, was to be
used for “our success,” but, as Secretary of the Navy Smith ordered Commo-
dore Morris on August 28, Hamet was not to be an obstacle to achieving an
acceptable peace with Tripoli.”™ .

After considerable delay, the plan was put into operation with full cabinet
approval.’® Commodore Samuel Barron, in charge of the Mediterranean
squadron, ordered Captain lsaac Hull in writing to take his vessel, the Argus,
to Alexandria for refitting and other innocuous purposes. Actually, Hull's
true orders were verbal, the written ones being “intended to disguise the real
object of your expedition,” said Barron, “which is to proceed with Mr. Eaton
to Alexandria, in search of Hamet—and to convey him and his unit” to such
“place on the coast as may be determined the most proper for cooperating
with the naval force under my command.” Hull was authorized to assure
Hamet of Barron’s “most effectual” cooperation “against the usurper” and in
reestablishing Hamet as Pasha.™”

The army Eaton and Hamet put together consisted of a handful of
Americans, some Greek mercenaries, and about two thousand Arabs, with
their women and children, all hired for the purpose. This motley conglomera-
tion managed to conquer Derne, but Eaton reported that he had already
spent $30,000, or $10,000 more than had been authorized by the administra-
tion. Eaton felt victory was certainly obtainable, but cautioned Barron that
Hamet and his men lacked the ability, following, and resources to take Tripoli
without further, substantial American military and fiscal support.’®

Hamet's expedition apparently convinced his brother Joseph to seck
peace, and Barron decided to dump Hamet in exchange for a favorable
treaty.” Eaton managed, however, to evacuate Hamet and his retinue, the
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