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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 30, 1984

Dear Mr. Burleigh:

Thank you for your letter of April 26 to Counsel to the
President Fred F. Fielding. In that letter you requested
permission to use the Seal of the President on the cover of
a presentation your company, Portals Inc., is preparing.

The presentation commemorates the centennial of the birth of
Harry S Truman, and contains a brief description of his
presidency along with a watermark portrait. It would not be
offered for sale.

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited

by law. Section 713 of Title 18, United States Code,

prohibits use of the Seal except in accord with regulations
promulgated by the President. Those regulations are embodied
in Executive Order 11649. I have enclosed for your information
copies of the pertinent statute and Executive Order.

You will notice that, pursuant to subsection 1(b) of the
Executive Order, the Seal may be used "in...pamphlets...
incident to a description or history of...the Presidency."
It appears that your contemplated use of the Seal falls
within this category of permitted uses.

Incidentally, I would point out that in the text accom-
panying your presentation there should be no period after
former President Truman's middle initial. President Truman
maintained that the "S" did not stand for anything and
accordingly dispensed with the period.

Sincerely,

0, LA

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mr. Thomas F. Burleigh

Vice President-Sales & Marketing
Portals Inc.

Post Office Box 627
Hawkinsville, GA 31036




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 30, 1984

Dear Ms. Anderson:

Enclosed is a copy of our response to Thomas F. Burleigh's
request for permission to use the Seal of the President on
the presentation his company, Portals Inc., is preparing.
As you will see, we were able to advise Mr. Burleigh that
his contemplated use of the Seal was permitted under the
pertinent Executive Order.

Thank you for raising this matter with us. With best
wishes,

Sincerely,

W}f/—

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Ms. Bette B. Anderson
Gray and Company

3255 Grace Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
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PORTALS INC.
0. Box 627
Hawkinsville. Geordia 31036

Telephione 012, 783110

April 26, 1984 Telex KOS

Mr. Fred F. Fielding

Counsel to the President

The White House Office

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, Fielding,

Our company, Portals Inc., which started production in 1982 has been preparing
a presentation piece as a limited edition for our customers, potential cus-
tomers, and interested people who have been very helpful in establishing our
paper mill in Georgia.

Portals Inc.'s parent company is Portals in the United Kingdom, a company that
has been in existance since 1712, manufacturing banknote and security papers.

The company in the U.K. has a tradition of preparing presentation pieces as
gifts.

We chose as our first presentation piece a watermark rendition of President
Harry S. Truman since 1984 is the 100th Anniversary of his birth.

We plan, with your permission, to use the Presidential seal on the cover of
the presentation.

Attached is a mock-up of our presentation for your evaluation.

This piece is not to be sold.

Since May 8th, President Truman's birthday, is near, your evaluation and hope-
fully approval would be appreciated as soon as possible.

Thank you and best wishes.

Sincerely, P .
,I- . /'
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/Thomas F. Burleigh'

Vice President - Sales & Marketing

TFB/sjb

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 2, 1984

Dear Mr. Brown:

Thank you for your letter of April 23, requesting
permission to use the Seal of the President in connection
with a brochure commemorating the centennial of the birth
of Harry S Truman.

We reviewed the contemplated use of the Seal in response to
a request from Mr. Thomas F. Burleigh of Portals Inc., for
whom your company is producing the brochure. Enclosed for
your information is a copy fo our reply to Mr. Burleigh,
noting that the Seal of the President may be used for the
described purpose.

Thank you for raising this matter with us.

Sincerely,

%/M

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mr. Drennen Brown
Williams Printing Company
1240 Spring Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30309







Williams Printing Company April 23, 1984

Printers ‘Lithographers,/Designers

Mcr. Fred Fielding 224544

Council to The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Fielding:

In a telephone conversation earlier today it was suggested
by your secretary that I forward the following information
to your office for your approval of our use of the Great
Seal of the President of the United States.

We are designing and producing 1000 copies of a two page
commemorative brochure honoring the centennial of President
Harry S. Truman's birthday for Portals, Inc. of Hawkinsville,
Georgia, Portals, Inc., with offices on the United States,
Great Britian, and several other foreign countries, produces
specialty papers for use as currency, bank notes, stock cert-
ificates, and the like.

The piece utilizes a gold foil stamp of the Seal on the cover
on sculptural relief, along with President Truman's signature.
The inside contains a short description of Truman's accomplish-
ments in office, and is faced by a mold-made watermark portrait
of Truman executed and made by Portals highly trained artists/
craftsmen.

The commemorative brochure will be distributed at no charge to
the upper management of many of the clients of Portals, Inc.

and will be a tasteful, handsome addition to the materials bear-
ing the Great Seal of the President of the United States. Your
assistance in our gaining the permission to reproduce the Great
Seal in this manner will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

WILLIAMS PRINTING COMPANY

e Rz

Drennen Brown
Creative Director
DB/cd
Enclosure:
1240 Spring Street. NW./Atlanta. Georgia 30308 11041 8756611



Williams Printing Company

Printers ‘Lithographers. Designers

April 23, 1984

For further information concerning Portals, Inc. please contact:

Mr. Robert Dillashaw
Designer

Portals, Inc.

P.0. Box 627
Hawkinsville, Georgia

(912) 783-4101

1240 Sonng Steet. N W Adanta, Georgia 30309 04041 875-6611










THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 28, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSM

SUBJECT: Request for Permission to Use Presidential
Seal on Upcoming Book "Presidential Elections
in Maryland"

Last November Thomas H. Hattery of Lomond Publications,

Inc., telephoned your office with a Seal gquestion and was
referred to me. Hattery asked if he could have a copy of

the Presidential Seal to use in conjunction with a map of
Maryland on the cover of the upcoming Lomond book, Presidential
Elections in Maryland. I advised Hattery that such use

would probably be permitted, so long as the use of the Seal

on the cover did not create the impression that the book was

an official publication, but that he should address a formal
inguiry, in writing, to you.

Hattery did so by letter dated November 18, 1983, which you
staffed to Ed Wilson. The letter, however, differed from
Hattery's oral representation, in that it referred to use of
the Seal "in our promotional material." You responded to
Hattery on December 2, 1983, advising that the Seal may be
used in books on the Presidency but not in advertising copy.

Yesterday I received a call from Hattery's secretary, who
stated she had lost the copy of the Seal and needed one for
their promotional material. After reviewing the file, I
reminded her that our December 2 letter was quite explicit
that the Seal may not be used for promotional purposes. She
responded that they had lost that letter as well, and needed
the Seal for use on the book cover even if they cannot use
it in advertising.

I have no objection to sending Lomond a copy of the Decem-
ber 2 letter; indeed, we should do so to remind them of the
prohibition on use of the Seal in advertising. We should
also send a copy of the Seal, since the December 2 letter
approves use of the Seal in connection with the book itself.
The attached cover letter for your signature reiterates the
prohibition on use of the Seal in advertising copy.

Attachment




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 28, 1984

Dear Mr. Hattery:

Last fall you requested permission to use the Seal of the
President in connection with your upcoming book Presidential
Elections in Maryland. By letter dated Decmeber 2, 1983, I
advised you that the Seal may be used on the book itself but
that it may not be used in any advertising copy. As I
pointed out, use of the Seal in promotional material would
not only contravene accepted advertising standards but, more
seriously, would also violate a criminal statute, 18 U.S.C.
§ 713. Copies of the pertinent provisions were enclosed for
your information.

Your office has now requested copies of our letter of
December 2 and the Seal itself. A copy of the December 2
letter, with enclosures, is attached, as is a copy of the
Seal. I would emphasize once again that the Seal may only
be used on your book about the Presidency, and for no other
purpose.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Thomas H. Hattery .

Vice President

Lomond Publications, Incorporated
Post Office Box 88

Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771

FFF:JGR:aea 3/28/84
bce:  FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 2, 1983

Dear Mr, Hattery:

This is in response to your November 18, 1983 letter requesting
permission to use copies of the Presidential Seal in Lomond

Publications, Incorporated's promotional materials for the upcom-

ing book Presidential Elections in Maryland.

Use of the Seal of the President is governed by Section 713 of
Title 18, United States Code, Executive Order and the Do's and
Don'ts in Advertising Copy, published by the Council of Better
Business Bureaus, Inc. Copies of these documents are attached
for your information. .

Section 1(b) of the Executive Order specifically permits use of
the Seal of the President in books about the Presidency. There-
fore, insofar as your request is to use a copy of the Presi-

dential Seal in such a book, your request is granted. However, I

must caution you against using the Seal of the President in
advertising copy. Such use is particularly not authorized, and
is inconsistent with the law and above-noted standards.

With best regards.

Sincerely,

Orilg. slgrsd by FFR
Fred ﬁ.éFielding_
Counsel to the President.

Mr. Thomas H. Hattery
Vice President

Lomond Publications, Incorporated
P.O. Box 88

Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 30, 1983

Dear Mr. Hattery:

This is in response to your November 18, 1983 letter requesting
permission to use copies of the Presidential Seal in Lomond
Publications, Incorporated's promotional materials for the upcom-
ing book Presidential Elections in Maryland.

Use of. the Seal of the President is governed by Section 713 of
Title 18, United States Code, Executive Order and the Do's and
Don'ts in Advertising Copy, published by the Council of Better
Business Bureaus, Inc. Copies of these documents are attached
for your information.

Section 1(b) of the Executive Order specifically permits use of

the Seal of the President in books about the Presidency. There-

fore, insofar as your request is to use a copy of the Presi-

dential Seal in such a book, your request is granted. However, I p/V
must caution you concerning use-of the Seal of the President in /uﬁ»ddv
advertlslng copy. [ We have taken the consistent position tha

Seal is personal to the President and is not to be used except

where it will be identified exclusively with the President.

oo PRSP -~ sulll B | woitl
With b;\s‘lm;;i;l. : A AWWW:‘"\ ‘b'e‘—*——a—-,.& ~
. standinda (7 ]

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Thomas H. Hattery

Vice President

Lomond Publications, Incorporated
P.O. Box 88

Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 29, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: D. EDWARD WILSON, JR’DI—I/’ﬁ
SUBJECT: Thomas H. Hattery's Request for Permission to Use

the Presidential Seal on Upcoming Book
"Presidential Elections in Maryland"

This is a November 18, 1983 request from Thomas H. Hattery, Vice
President, Lomond Publications, Incorporated, for permission to
use the Presidential Seal in promotional materials for an upcom-
ing book Presidential Elections in Maryland.

The incoming letter was sent to John Roberts' attention. He
informs me that Mr. Hattery had been referred to him by the Photo
Office. When John talked to Mr., Hattery, Hattery said he was
interested in using a copy of the Seal on the cover of the book.
John agrees that this differs substantially from Mr. Hattery's
written request to you that Lomond Publications be given
permission to use the Presidential Seal in promoting the book.

The draft response, attached with the incoming, approves Mr.
Hattery's oral reguest to John Roberts but cautions him
concerning using the Seal in promotional materials.




- LOMOND PUBLICATIONS, INCORPORATED
P.O. Box 88
Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771
301-829-1496

Management Systems L)
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Information Management S N Q(/
Technical Information Systems 7
Technological Change

Technology Transfer

R & D Administration
Sdence/Technology Policy - November 18, 1983

Criminal Justice

Mr. Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Fielding:
Attn: John Roberts

In reference to my conversation with John Roberts
on November 16, 1983, I am requesting copies of the |
Presidential Seal to use in our promotional material for
the upcoming book Presidential Elections in Maryland.
The Seal will be printed beside a small map .of Maryland
to graphically represent the topic of the book.

Presidential Elections in Maryland analyzes both
electoral process and party development through every
presidential election in Maryland history.

Sincerely yo

e 4
( (6 L2 o SN

‘Thomas H. Hattery

Vice President

THH: jh




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTM

SUBJECT: Commodore Skinner's Misuse of the -
Seal of the President (Round 3)

You have just received a ship-to-shore letter from Commodore
Skinner, dated May 3, in further response to your original
letter of April 19. You wrote Skinner on April 19 (Tab A),
objecting to his misuse of the Seal of the President on
"Presidential Yacht memorabilia” in violation of 18 U.S.C.

§ 713 and the regulations promulgated in Executive Order
11649. Your letter also expressed concern about the possible
impression of governmental sponsorship or approval conveyed
by Skinner's brochure advertising his charter services.

You asked for a reply from Skinner detailing the steps he
would take to comply with the law governing use of the Seal
and to correct the false impression of association with the
Government conveyed by his brochure. P

On -April 30 we received an interim reply from Skinner dated
April 27 (Tab B), in which Skinner asked whether the rules

on use of the Seal applied to The Presidential Yacht Trust.
We responded promptly by letter dated May 3 (Tab C), ad-
vising Skinner that the rules applied fully to The Presi-
dential Yacht Trust, although we would be willing to consider
granting permission to use the Seal in an historically
accurate fashion on restored Presidential yachts themselves.
Your letter noted that you looked forward to Skinner's
further reply to your letter of April 19.

In his latest letter, Skinner first states that he is
willing to include in future revisions of his brochure a
statement to the effect that his company is not associated
with or endorsed by any governmental entity. Skinner asks
if there is any problem with calling his company
"Presidential Yacht Charters, Inc.," and advertising
"Presidential Cruises." So long as there is a disclaimer of
the sort Skinner is now willing to include in his brochures,
I see no problem with the nomenclature. Without such a
disclaimer, as noted in your original letter of April 19,
there is the possibility of conveying the false impression.




According to Skinner, (l) his eagle is the eagle from the
Great Seal, not the Presidential Seal, (2) he uses eight
stars above the eagle rather than 13, (3) he uses only the
"puff balls"™ [technically, "cloud puffs™] from the '
Presidential Seal, not the "flag poles" [technically,
"rays"], and (4) his ring around the Seal says "Honey-Fitz '
Presidential Yacht," not "Seal of the President of the
United States."

Skinner is flat wrong on point one. Skinner's eagle is the
eagle as it appears on the Seal of the President, not the
Great Seal. The shield is curved, not flattened; the

"e pluribus unum" banner is in one part directly above the
bird's head, not in two parts, on either side of the head.
With respect to point two, there are nine stars directly
above the eagle's head in the Presidential Seal, and eight
in the identical place in Skinner's seal. Skinner also
omits the four additional stars elsewhere on the Presi-
dential Seal, to the right of the eagle's head. I hardly
think this serves to distinguish his seal from the
Presidential Seal, nor does the absence of "rays" from
Skinner's seal and the fact that Skinner's seal says "Honey-
Fitz Presidential Yacht" rather than "Seal of the President
‘of the United States"™ do so.

Here one picture is worth a thousand words. I defy any
reasonable person to put Skinner's seal and the Presidential
Seal side-by-side and contend that the former is not sub-
stantially identical to the latter. In any event, Skinner's
hair~-splitting is irrelevant. As pointed.out in our earlier
correspondence, 18 U.S.C. § 713 applies to "any substantial
part" of the Seal of the President. Deleting the "rays" and
a few of the stars from the Seal hardly suffices to remove
the reproduction from the coverage of the statute.

Skinner states that if you still think his seal resembles:
the Presidential Seal, he will change it. He asks you to
detail specifically what parts of his seal are objectionable,
and also that he be permitted to use up his current supply.
Finally, Skinner complains that individuals representing
themselves as officials of The Presidential Yacht Trust are
misusing the Presidential Seal.

As noted, I find Skinner's effort to distinguish his seal

from the Presidential Seal totally unpersuasive and legally
irrelevant. I do not think we should grant him permission
to use up his stock.

14

74




I do not think we should accept Skinner's invitation to tell
him specifically what parts of his seal are objectionable.
We can express a willingness to review any new versions he

cares to submit,

await your guidance on how to approach this latest development.

Attachment




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 31, 1984

Dear Commodore Skinner:

This is written in response to your letter of May 3, received
in this office on May 15. (I assume that by now you have
received my letter of May 3, written in response to yours of
April 27.)

I appreciate your expressed willingness to include a disclaimer
on future revisions of your brochure, noting that your

company is not in any way associated with or endorsed by any
government entity. Assuming that such a disclaimer appears

on your company's materials, I have no objection to the name

of the company, "Presidential Yacht Charters, Inc." The
problems otherwise presented by this name and description

can be cured by an appropriate disclaimer.

I must advise you that I am not persuaded by your efforts to
distinguish the seal appearing on your "Presidential Yacht
memorabilia" from the statutorily protected Seal of the
President. It is not true that the eagle on your seal is
the eagle from the Great Seal of the United States. There
are several discernible differences between the eagle on the
Seal of the President and that on the Great Seal; the eagle
on your seal is rather clearly taken from the former. The
other differences you cite are rather trivial given the
substantial similarity of the seal on your memorabilia to
the Seal of the President. The assertion that "theé only
real part of the Presidential Seal that I used is the
cluster of white 'puff balls' specifically without the flag
poles" strains credulity. The design and placement of the
eagle, olive branch and arrows, shield, banner in the
eagle's beak, and circle of stars, in addition to what you
refer to as the "puff balls," are taken directly from the
Seal of the President. Given this use of substantial parts
of the Seal, the fact that you omitted the background rays
and a few of the internal stars can hardly be considered
significant. I would remind you, as I noted in my original
letter, that the pertinent statute applies to use of "any
substantial part" of the Seal of the President. 18 U.S.C.
§ 713.

You have asked me to identify specifically which parts of
your seal are objectionable. As noted, your seal as pre-
sently designed is almost an exact replica of the Seal of




-2 -

the President. Obviously, there may be options for changing
your seal so that it might not run afoul of 18 U.S.C. § 713
by incorporating substantial parts of the Seal of the
President. 1Indeed, a seal could be designed that includes
none of the elements of the Seal of the President. But this
office is not going to be in the position of designing your
seal; my concern is that you may now be violating the law.

In response to your request, I cannot authorize you to use
up your supply of items violating 18 U.S.C. § 713. That
statute is a criminal statute and it would be inappropriate
for me to authorize its continued violation. With respect
to your report of misuse of the Seal by other individuals,
Please be assured that this office will review the matter
and take whatever action may be appropriate.

Sincerely,

Or"ﬂ? L P N S
Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Commodore Ed Skinner
Presidential Yacht Charters, Inc.
Box 32241

Washington, D.C. 20007

FFF:JGR:aea 5/31/84 . :
bcc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1984

Dear Commodore Skinner:

This is written in response to your letter of May 3, received
in this office on May 15. (I assume that by now you have
received my letter of May 3, written in response to yours of
April 27.)

I appreciate your expressed willingness to include a disclaimer
on future revisions of your brochure, noting that your

company is not in any way associated with or endorsed by any
government entity. Assuming that such a disclaimer appears

on your company's materials, I have no objection to the name

of the company, "Presidential Yacht Charters, Inc.," or to
describing the services you offer as "Presidential Cruises."
The problem otherwise presented by this name and description
can be cured by an appropriate disclaimer.

I must advise you that I am not persuaded by your efforts to
distinguish the seal appearing on your "Presidential Yacht
memorabilia" from the statutorily protected Seal of the
President. It is not true that the eagle on your seal  is
the eagle from the Great Seal of the United States. There
are several discernible differences between the eagle on the
Seal of the President and that on the Great Seal; the eagle
on your seal is rather clearly taken from the former. The
other differences you cite are rather trivial given the
substantial similarity of the seal on your memorabilia to
the Seal of the President. It is totally untrue to assert
that "the only real part of the Presidential Seal that I
used is the cluster of white 'puff balls' specifically
without the flag poles." The design and placement of the
eagle, olive branch and arrows, shield, banner in the
eagle's beak, and circle of stars, in addition to what you
refer to as the "puff balls," are taken directly from the
Seal of the President. Given this use of substantial parts
of the Seal, the fact that you omitted the background rays
and a few of the internal stars can hardly be considered
significant. I would remind you, as I noted in my original
letter, that the pertinent statute applies to use of "any
substantial part" of the Seal of the President. 18 U.S.C.
§ 713.

You have asked me to identify specifically which parts of
your seal are objectionable. As noted, your seal as pre-
sently designed is almost an exact replica of the Seal of




-2 -

the President. Obviously, there are innumerable options for
changing your seal so that it would not run afoul of

18 U.S.C. § 713 by incorporating substantial parts of the
Seal of the President. 1Indeed, a seal could be designed
that includes none of the elements of the Seal of the
President. This office would be happy to review and offer
advice concerning any new versions of your seal you may care
to submit.

In response to your request, I cannot authorize you to use
up your supply of items violating 18 U.S.C. § 713. That
statute is a criminal statute and it would be inappropriate
for me to authorize its continued violation. With respect
to your report of misuse of the Seal by other individuals,
pPlease be assured that this office will review the matter
and take whatever action may be appropriate.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Commodore Ed Skinner
Presidential Yacht Charters, Inc.
Box 32241

Washington, D.C. 20007

FFF:JGR:aea 5/18/84
bcc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron
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THE WH'TE HOUSE

WeeS i =2T0N

July 25, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F, FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS;QﬁZéEL

SUBJECT: Seal Reguest

Your office referred to me a call from Mr. Aubrey Nicklas
concerning the use of the Seal of the President. Mr.
Nicklas, calling on behalf of Richfood, Inc., of Richmond,
is seekinc permission to use the Seal in "a patriotic,
cet-out-and-vote display" to be erected by Richfood at the
upcer:ng convention of the Independent Grocerec Association
in North Carolina. He assured me that the display would
have no commercial attributes.

I advisec Mr. Nicklas that the permittecé uses of the Seal of
the President were limited by law, and that his cortemplzated
use did not appear to be within any of the categories of
permitted uses. I noted that the Great Seal of the United
States was more appropriate for a patriotic display, sc long
as the use of the Great Seal did not convey & false imprecssion
of governmental sponsorship or approval. Mr. Nicklas
thought the Great Seal would in fact meet his needs, and
requested a reproduction of it, as well as an explanation of
why he could not use the Seal of the President (so he could
explain it to his superiors). An appropriate letter is
attached for your review and signature.

L

Attachment



Dear Mr. Nick.ies:

Trirouogh & teWephone conversatiorn with John koberts ¢f myv
staff, you have incuired on behalf of kichfood, Inc.,
whether the Seal of the President may be used irn & petriotic
cisplay at th upcoming convention cf the Incepencent
Groceres AssocCiation.

Titzle 1t cf the Uniteé States Code, Section 713 generally
prohipite vse of the Seal of the President except in accor-
cence with recuvlietions promulgated by the Fresident. These
recu.aticre ere embociec in Executive Order 11649. copyv
cf the giztuie end implementing regulations ie enclecsed for
vour informetior..s Your contemplated use cf the Sez: cf the
Fresidernt Cles rot eppear to faill within env ¢f the catecori
ol perypiited uveecs.

Le Mr. RCoIerte acCvieselC vou, 1t cenerally 1g nire eppropriate
tc tee the CGreet Seel of the Unitec Stetes irn conneciiorn
with patrictic cdispleys of the sort vou envisior for the
convernt:ion. The Great Seei meav be usec fcr such purpcses sc
lonc &g it 1¢ not uvsec "for the purpose of conveyinc, ©r irn
& menrer rezsonakbly celculated tc convey, e felse impression
cf esponscrship or approval by the Government cf the United
States ¢r by any department, socency, or instrumentelity
thereoi." 18 U.S.C. § 713(a). For vour convenience, 1 have
encicsec & color reproductior of the Great Seal.

Trhan)k yot for reising thie matter with ue. If we may be of
any further assistance, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,
Orig. signed by FFF

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Aubrey Nicklas
Richfood, Inc.

Post Office Box 26967
Richmond, VA 23261

Enclosures

FFF:JGR:aea 7/25/84 b/
bcc: FFFielding/JGRobérts/Subj/Chron
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THE WHITE mrOUSE

August 9, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD A. HAUSER -
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTQQK

SUBJECT: Use of Presidential Photos and Seal
for Commercial Profit by Piedmont
Pictures, Inc.

Attached, as we discussed, is a letter to Piedmont Pictures,
objecting to their sale of reproductions of the Seal of the
President and inguiring as to the source of their White
House photographs. The use of the Seal by Piedmont clearly
violates 18 U.S.C. § 713. With respect to the photographs,
however, there is probably nothing we can do, provided
Piedmont is simply selling reproductions of photographs
released into the public domain. Their response to our
inguiry should help determine if this is the case.

Attachment




Dear Mr. McFerlin:

Your companv's cffer for szle of White House photographes and
reprocuctions of the Sezl of the President has come to our
attention, and reises severea. serious concerns. The permitted
usecs of the Seal of the Presidenrnt are limited by law.

Section 713 of Title 1&, United States Code, establishes
criminal perelties for the reproduction or sale of any -
likeness of the Seel of the Presicdent, except as authorized

by regulations promulcatec by the President. These regulations
are enbodied in Executive Order No. 11€4%, a2c amendec. I

have enclcsec copies of the pertinent statute and executive
order for vour irformatior.

You will notice that vour use of the Seal is not authorized
by the executive corder, and constitutes & violation of

18 v.8.C. § 713. I must, accordingly, advise vou to cezse

immeciately any reproductiorn anc sale cof likenessecs of the

Seal.

Your cffer for sale of White Bouse photographs also raises

serious concerns. I would appreciate being advised concerning

the source of the photographs, whether they are White -House -7 ™~
originals or reproductions produced by your company, and any

other information that would assist us in evaluating whether

your marketing of the photographs is consistent with applicable
law and White House policy.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. I look forward
to hearinc from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

orig. signed vy FFF (“')

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. William F. McFarlin
President

Piedmont Pictures, Inc.
Post Office Box 648
Madison, Virginia 22727

FFF:JGR:aea 8/9/84
bee:  FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron













Piedmont Pictures, Inc.

TELEPHONE P. ©O. BOX 648
(703) 948-6315 “ MADISON, VIRGINIA 22727
~ -~ -
woU s 16 .

Ilear Customer:

Ve are rlease¢ tc respondé to your recuest for informatior about our company.
Thank you fer your show of interest.

Ve believe it would be helpful to you if we provide some vacKkgrounc inform-—
ation about our firm. The enclosed brochure will give you the information that
you requested.

lie take pride in manufacturing an excellent product {(manufactured totally
in the U.S.A.). Also the prompt, courteous handling of requests anc deliveries.
A very largce perceritage of our business comes from repeat business and referrelc.
This is very saticfying, to say the least.

Recently we introduced the services of laster Card and Visa intc our firm,
allowing our customers the added convenience of charging their orders. lowever,
vour personal check will continue to be welcome. Flease do not send cash through
the mail.

I{ a problem arises concernings our product or the delivery of it, please
make us aware by callins or writing to the above address. Your reguest will be

responded to and taken care of immediately. ’ . _

Very truly yours,

William F. licFarlin, Fresident

and the staff of Piedmont Pictures, Inc.
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