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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSPZ

SUBJECT: Restoration of Reagan Home
in Dixon, Illinois

An acquaintance of the President involved in the restoration
of the Dixon home, Bill Thompson, has written the President,
enclosing an itemized cost estimate for restoration work.

In his letter Thompson states that with "a note or a tele-
phone call to some of your friends in California, Texas or
elsewhere -- maybe Bob Hope, Sinatra, Pat Boone, etc. --
that possibly enough cash could be raised to finish the
projects that are important at this time . . ." Osborne has
corresponded with Thompson on the President's behalf frequent-
ly in the past, and would like to advise him that it would
be inappropriate for the President to accede to his request,
but wanted to check with our office first.

Osborne is of course correct that it would not be appropriate
for the President to do what Thompson suggests. ~Last year
the Ronald Reagan Home Preservation Foundation met with the
President, and the Chairman of the group later asked for
photographs of the meeting to use in fundraising. You sent
the photographs, but with a caveat that they "not be used in
a way that suggests that either the White House or the
President personally is asking for contributions.”

I have prepared a memorandum for your signature to Osborne,
agreeing with the substance of her proposed response. I
think Osborne should do the response, since she has corres-
ponded with Thompson in the past.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE //
FROM: FRED F. FIELDING CZ
SUBJECT: Restoration of Reagan Home

in Dixon, Illinois

You have asked for our advice concerning a response to Mr.
Bill Thompson, an acquaintance of the President who is
involved in efforts to restore the Dixon home. Mr. Thompson
suggested that the President contact friends of his to raise
some $250,000 for the restoration.

You are of course correct that it would be inappropriate for
the President to accede to Mr. Thompson's request. Last
fall the President met with officials of the Ronald Reagan
Home Preservation Foundation, and when those individuals
requested photographs to be used in fundraising, I sent the
photographs but admonished that they "not be used in a way
that suggests that either the White House or the President
personally is asking for contributions." I would simply
advise Mr. Thompson that it would be inappropriate for the
President to become involved in raising funds for the
restoration, either publicly or privately.

FFF:JGR:aw 6/9/83

cc: FFFielding
JGRoberts
Subj.
Chron







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 7, 1983

MEMORANDUM

TO: FRED FIELDING

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE

SUBJECT: RESTORATION OF REAGAN HOME IN DIXON, ILLINOIS

One of the President's old acquaintances is involved in the
restoration of the Reagan home (Mr. Bill Thompson), and has
written often asking him many questions regarding location
of rooms, things in the home, etc.

Mr. Thompson has recently sent in a copy of a letter to him
from Mr. Jim Hickey who is the Lincoln Curator -- and very
involved in the restoration of the home. Basically, Mr.
Hickey and Mr. Thompson suggest the President contact some
of his wealthy friends to see if they would donate $250,000
to complete the home.

I would like to write back to Mr. Thompson advising him that
it is totally inappropriate for the President to do this,
however, I want to see if anyone in your office has been
involved in this and if this is the response I should give
them. I don't want to bother the President with all of this
because I have been writing to Mr. Thompson (over RR's
signature) because he continually asks the President to
autograph about a dozen items with every letter.

Please advise if you have any information regarding the
restoration that I am not aware of and if you agree that
I should write Mr. Thompson that although RR is concerned,
he is not able to get involved. .

Thanks.
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PRESIDENT REAGCAN HOME RESTORATION

Dixon,

H1inois

r

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE

Bascment

First Floor

--

960 SF
960 SF

Second Floor 710 SF

Demolition and Removal
Exterior Restoration
Interior Restoration

Plumbing

Heating and Air Conditioning

Electrical

FURNISHINGS

Allowance

Assumed Size 20 x 40 =

Reconstruction

Electrical

SITE

Sub Total

-

800 SF

Sub Total

Removal of Non-original Walks & Drives
New Walks & Drives
fLandsceping

PROFESSIONAL FEES

Historic Research
Structures Survey
Programming

Architectural and Engineering

Archaeologist (Allowance)

Sub Total

Su_b -Total

Document Printing (Allowance)

OTAL

S

le o zec com

$ 3,000
31,500
62, 300

1,600
6, 300,
3,700

$108, 400

25,000

32,000
2,000

34,000

4,000
3,500
4,200

11,700

32,550

2,000

34,550

2,500

.;%7{’ 5“7{?;:4” ~

22 March 1583

$108, 400

25,000

34,000

11,700

34,550

2,500

$216,150




PRESIDENT REACAN HOME RESTORATION
Dixon, Illinois

r

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE

PARKING & VISITOR'S CENTER

PARKING
Assumed Size 160 x 160
Demolition

Paving, Curbs and Walks
Retaining Wall

Sub Total
VISITOR'S CENTER
Assumed Size 1,500 SF
Public Rest Rooms 400 SF
Interpretive Center 600 SF
Sales Area 4500 SF,
Mechanical 100 SF
Ceneral Construction
Plumbing
Heating and Air Conditioning
Electrical
Sub Total
PROFESSIONAL FEES
Survey (Allowance)
Architectural and Engineering
Sub Total

Document Printing (Allowance)

TOTAL

$ 10,000
60, 000
21,000

$ 94,000

58,000
14,000
8, 000
15,000

$ 95,000

1,700
22,500

$ 24,200

1,500

22 March 1983

$ 94,000

95, 000

24,200
1,500

$214,700
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ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY

Old State Capitol ® Springfield 62706 ® 217-782-4836

’ April 26, 1983

-

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Thompson
517 Brenton Avenue
Dixon, Illinois 61021

Dear Bill and Jean:

For some time I have been puzzled why we do not get
off the ground with our fund raising for the Reagan House.
kRecently Mrs. Thompscn (Governor's wife) sat next to the
President at dinner and she told me he talked a lot about "
the house and gave the impression that everything was
going well., This weekend Mark and Betty Cox, good friends
of the President's (they have a 65,000 acre ranch in
Wyoming) were here. They had been to Washington to a
State Department dinner given by Dan Terra. Terra is as
you know the Pres-Ambassador at large and in charge of all
fund raising. Terra told Mark Cox that he and the President
wanted to put the house project and Presidential Library
on ice until the next term after election. This goes
along with Terra's action in veto of some of our fund
raising ideas but does not fit in with what the President
told Mrs. Thompson that he thought work was going on.

Carl Fischer (architect) has finished his work and
has given me an estimate of cost, which we made 10 or
15 percent more than we really think. I enclose a copy.
You will notice that the cost of house and barn (first page)
would be about 250 thousand that adding the parking lot and
small reception center would only be another 200 thousand.

Now I agree with Dan Terra that there should not be
any fund raiser that wrote letters all over county begging
for money or collect pennies fromschool kids. _This would
not be in the President's best interest. But I don't think
it is in the President's best interest politically or
otherwise to put the project on "ice" for two or three
years in the condition it is in now. With large signs on
the inter~-state and other roads inviting people to visit
Ronald Reagan's Home, it is not very good what they see.
If I were such a tourist who turned off the main road to
see what they now see, I think I would leave with the
opinion that Dixon, the State of Illinois and others, did
not think much of Ronald Reagan. In other words I think
Putting the project on ice is going to work against the
President.




Mr. and Mrs. Bill Thompson
April 26, 1983
Page Two ¢

What I am suggesting is that we do the House and barn
the $250,000 part and then put what ever else may take place
on ice. It would Seem to me that nationally the President
should have enough friends who could raise the $250,000
without much publicity. I believe, since I am not being
paid for my work and certainly. don't need more work, I can
speak very honestly about this. I realize that anything
we do in this regard will have to be approved by the
President and Dan Terra and I will certainly go along with
any decision they make. I am concerned that possibly we
are not getting through the message of how things_logk
here. I honestly don't think the house can stand as it
now does for two or three years and win any points for
the President.

If you agree with this and have further comments,
please pass on to the President. If you think I should
let it be, I would appreciate your suggestions in that
regard. '

Sincerely,

<\l

James T. Hickey
Lincoln Curator

JTH : pw
























