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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 26, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G. HOLLAND
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSJ ’< o

SUBJECT: App01ntment of James Clayburn La Force, Jr.,
Midge Decter, Sandra Sméley, George Gordon
Graham, Donna Carlson West, John Douglas
Driggs, Richard L. Berkley, Edward J. King,
John M. Perkins, Erma Davis, and Betsy Brian
Rolllns to the President's Task Force on
Food Assistance

~

The above-named individuals are .to beTappointed to the -
President's Task Force on Food Assistance. "The intention to
establish such a task force has been announced, see 19
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents 108_—7August 2,
1983), but the executive order creating the task force has
yet to be signed, pending clearance of.the prospective
appointees. The draft executive order; - prepared by Peter.
Rusthoven, provides that the task force shall be composed of
no more than fifteen persons who are not full-time federal
employees. The task force is to examine federal programs -
intended to render food a551stance to the needy. :

I have rev1ewed the Personal Data Statemernts-submitted by
the individuals listed above, and see nothing that would
preclude their app01ntments. Several of the prospectlve
app01ntees, such ‘as Rollins, Driggs, -and Graham, 'are active
in food relief projects or research of one soéort or another,
but I dq not view such activity as presenting an ‘inevitable
conflict with a review.of federal programs:in the area. The
prospective membership of the task force has been criticized
in media accounts as unbalanced. It is difficult to
determine the validity of this charge from their Personal
Data Statements, since they typically do not include the
appointees' views on the merits. The newspaper account was
also based on an incomplete list of prospective members.

I have not yet received completed forms from Kenneth W.
Clarkson, W.R. Poage, and J.P. Bolduc.

Attachment
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Critics See

BBv Bill Peterson

Washington Post Staln Weller

Supporters of federal food pro-
prams  accused  President  Reagan
yesterday of stacking a new study
commission on hunger with conser-
valives and outspoken opponents of
weltare and anli-hunger programs,

None of the eight persons report-
edly Jselected for the commission
“has { track record in support of fed-
eral food assistance,” and {our have

records opposing such aid, said Rob-

ert Creenstein, who headed the Ag-
riculture  Department’s  Food and
Nutntion Service during the Carter
a(hn;:nistmtion.

“This appears to be a commission
set up to exonerate Reagan policies
in thése programs, and it may even
reconimend further budgot cuts,”
added Greenstein, dircctor of the
Center on Budget and Policy Prior-
ities, a nonprofit research group,

Reagan is expected to formally
announce the members of the Task
FForce:on Food Assistance shortly,

- THE WASHHINGTON POST.

but White House officials have con-
firmed the names of eight prospec-
tive members. . '

One is cconomist Kenneth Clark-
son, As associate director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget for
human resources for a year until last
April, he helped fashion an admin-
istration budget that called for cul-
ting the food stamp program by $1
billion and child nutrition programs
by $300 million a year.

. Clarkson, in a 1975 book, called
the -lood stamp program a failure
and suggested several minimum-cost
diets, including one 3,000-calorie-a-
day diet of wheat and pancake tour,
cabbage, spinach and pork liver. '

Nancy Amidei, director of the
IFood Research and Action Center,
said Clarkson’s appointment  was,
symbolic of the administration’s at-
titude toward hunger.

“Ihis is the same administration
that said ketchup was a vegetable, so
we shouldn't be surprised if it ap-
points someone who thinks hongry

-

Reagan Food Panel Bias Against Wellare

people should live on a diet of pigs’
liver, pancake ftlour and cabbage,”
said Amidei, a deputy assistant sec-
retary in the Carter’administration’s
Health and Human Services Depart-
ment. '

Another expected appointee, Dr,
George Graham of Johns Hopkins
University, wrote a paper under con-
tract to OMI3 in 1981 that the Rea-
gan adminstration used to justily
clforts to cut the women-infants-
children feeding program (WIC).

lle has also said, in testimony be-
fore the Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee, thit revelations of hunger and
malnutrition in 1968 “were gross dis-
tortions of the facts.” ,

The two Democrats asked to serve
on the panel, former Massachusetts
governor Fcward J. King and former
House Agriculture Committee chair-
man W.R. (Bob) Poage of Texas,
have opposed welfare or food pro-
grams. Poage declined to serve on
the commission. Others expected to
be named are: J. Clayburn LaForce

v

Jr., dean UCLA’s school of manage-
ment; John Driggs, Republican for-
iner mayor of Phoenix; Sandra
Smolley, a Republican member of
the Sacramento County Board of
Supervisors; John Perking, a Missis-
sippi clergyman; and Betsy Rollins,
director of a Durham, N.C., soup
kitchen, whose name Sen. Jesse
Helms (R-N.C.) advanced!

~ Perkins, the only black. in the
group, wrote a 1976 book calling the
welfare system “one of the most
wasteful and destruclive institutions
created in recent history.”

Driggs is board chairman of Sec-
ond Harvest, a proup that last year
distributed 30 million tons of food to
45 food banks around the country.
At its convention last May it passed
a resolution calling on Reagan and
Congress to “provide adequate fund-
ing to support food stamps, WIC
and other federal feeding programs.”

Yesterday Drigegs said, “I don’t
come to the commission with a fixed
position on federal programs.”

r
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Voice of Calvary Ministries
John M. Perkins, Founder, President Emeritus

August 16, 1983

Fred

Fielding

Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear

I am
have
I am
that

Mr. Fielding,

returning the completed questionnaire, and I
enclosed some additional materials on Dr. Perkins.
also sending copies of his latest books, so
you will be more familiar with his work.

If you need to contact Dr. Perkins during the

next

few weeks, please feel free to call our

office. He has left numbers where he can be
reached at all times.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Stiles
Administrative Assistant
Voice of Calvary Ministries

cls/enc

P. O Box 40125, Pasadena, California 91104-7125 & 213/794-2127
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JOHN M. PERKINS

John Perkins was married to Vera Mae Buckley in 1951. They
have eight children.

Address:

Voice of Calvary Ministries
P.O. Box 40125

Pasadena, CA 91104

Office Phone: (213) 794-2127

Education:

Greenwood Elementary - 3rd Grade Drop-Out, Lawrence Co.

Frank Wiggins Vocational School, 1953-1956

Ford Foundation Fellow, 1972

Extensive Cooperative Management Training

Honorary Doctor of Law Degree, Wheaton College, 1980

Honorary Doctor of Public Service Degree, Gordon College, 1982

Historical Background:

Born into a sharecropper's family, New Hebron, 1930
Moved to Pasadena, California, 1947
Organizer and steward in the Iron Workers Union, 1947-1950
Armed Service - Korean War, 1951-1953, Honorable Discharge
Moved to Mendenhall in 1960 and lived there until 1972
While in Mendenhall was involved in the creation of
various ministries such as:

Day Care Programs

Housing Renovation Cooperative

Health Care Center

Leadership Development Program

Established 1local church in Mendenhall
Co~founder of the Southern Cooperative Development Fund, 1970
Co-founder of Federation of Southern Cooperatives, 1967
Moved to Jackson in 1972 and lived there until 1982
While in Jackson initiated and. developed programs such as:

Health Centers

Thriftco, a cooperative discount store

Leadership Development Program

P.D.I., a housing renovation and investment company
Founder and President of Voice of Calvary Ministries, 1960-1982
President Emeritus and Minister-at-Large, 1982 to present

Lecturer:
Harvard University Howard University
University of Berlin Manna Bible Institute
Fuller Theological Seminary Wheaton College
Stanford University Gordon College
Jackson State University Conservative Baptist Seminary

Oxford College at Emory University
Over 150 other colleges, universities, seminaries and
other community groups

Continued...



Conference Speaker:

General Session Speaker, Urbana, 1976

Urbana Missions Conference

National Association of Evangelicals Conference

Conference on the Bible

International Council on Biblical Inerrancy

Christian Community Development Workshops by Voice of Calvary
President's Private Sector Initiative Program - White House - 1982

Radio and Television:

World Vision Telathon PTL Club
Focus on the Family 100 Huntly Street, Canada
700 Club Many Other Programs
Author and Writer:
Magazines: Dr. Perkins has contributed to various magazines
including:
So journers Radix Campus Life
The Other Side Eternity Jet
Christianity Today Moody Monthly World Vision
Time His Family
Decision
Books:
"Let Justice Roll Down" - 1976 (Regal)
"A Quiet Revolution" - 1976 (Word)
"Call to Wholistic Ministry" - 1981 (Open Door Press)
"With Justice For All" - 1982 (Regal)

Film Productions:

"Voice of Calvary, Voice of Hope"

"Breaking Poverty's Cycle: A Model of Development"
"Miracle in Mendenhall"

Christian Community Development Seminar on videocassette

Board Membership:

Southern Development Foundation
National Association of Evangelicals
World Vision U.S. and International
Voice of Calvary Ministries

Prison Fellowship

Advisor to Several Organizations

Honors and Awards:

Listed as a Distinguished Black American, 1978, 1979, 1980
Honored by Mississippi Teacher's Association for Distinguished
Leadership

Named Mississippi's Outstanding Religious Leader, 1980
NAACP Man of the Year Award, Jackson Chapter, 1980

Present Activities:

Minister-at-Large and President Emeritus for Voice of Calvary
Community Developer in Pasadena

Occasionally Speaking at Various Locations Nationally and
Internationally
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TO: Jane Dannenhauer

Ed Rollins
Ken Duberstein i

Katja Bullock’ e

FROM: Claire O'Donnell , Presidential Personnel, Room 139, Ex: 6760

Please start appropriate clearances for the following prospective
appointees for Presidential Boards and Commissions.

Who are under serious consideration for appointment as hA&/M&ifLAJ

Tosk Foute om Food Asiatairie  (14)

Deputy Director, Barbara MeQuown Ext. 6440

Senior Staff 31[3/8\5 President X[‘t[g\%
[ / !

Announcement

Full Field/Name Check Appt. Memo




4 8/5/83
THE WHITE HROUSE
VWALASHINGTON o,
g.
. T n ) ) b
FULL NAEME: Dr. John M. Perkins. '
%
POS17ION: A
B Member, Task Force on Food Assistancg
(PA, 90 Days) i
VICE:
HOME ADDRESS: HOME #:
1581 Navarro St.
Pasadena, CA. 91103 same as office
VOTING DOMICTIE:
1516 St. Charles St.
Jackson, MS. 39209
BIRTH DATE: PLACE OF BIRTH: "o
6/16/30 New Hebron, MS.
) (Lawrence Cty.)
PERTY: RACE: SEX:
R B o
M
CAREER SUMMARY :
CURRENT FOSITION END ADDRESS: OFFICE #:

Founder and Minister at large
Voice of Calvary Ministries (Began in Mississippi)

P.O. Box 40125
Pasadena, CA. 91104 213/791-7439

{AM;[_L}__ SPOUSE: vera Mae

CHILDREN: 8

SENIOR STAFF_APPROVED: 8/3/83

SUPPORT:
PDS form sent: vyes no
Classified: yes no o




Who's Who Among Black Americans
1980-1981

PERKINS, JOHN M., businemt executive; b New Hebron, MS, m. Vers Mag
children—Spencer, Phillip, Joan, Derek, Debbwe, DeWayne, Priscilla, Betty. Pres, Voice of
Calvary Ministries, present; num. lecturing posts. Travelled over US. s8 Ford Found. Fellow,
197273 through Israed o study cooperstives, 1968; through Caribbean 1o study econs. of
dmdvantaged, 1966, through Germany on NEA, 1972; through Germany to speak to servicemen,
1976; 1o Great Britian, 1977. Co-{ds., Fed. of S. Cooperatives; co-fds., . Cooperative Devel Fund;
Voice of Calvary Ministries; Voice of Calvary Cooperstive Health Clinic; Peoples Devel., Inc;
several other cooperatives, Ger. Sexsion sphr., Urbana, 1976, sieering com., MS Billy Graham
Crusade, 1975, sponsor of Tom Skinner MS Mgmt Seminar, 1975; pres, Voice of Calvary
Mmistries, bd mem., Bread for the World; Nat Black Evangelical Asxa ; Covepant Coll; S. Devel
Found., Koinonis Parmers. Author, Let Justice Roll Down; A Quiet Revolution, contbg. editor,

mag., The Other Side mag , Radix tnag ; Decision mag.; m:nlolhapm\odncahAUS.
1951-53. Office: 1653 St Charles St Jackson MS 39209
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